
September 27, 1974 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Thank you for your comment.• concerning the 
pardon of fozmer President. Hixon. I appre­
ciate receiving your views. 

Thi• was not an ea-ay decision to reach., as I 
am sure you are aware. Before malting it, I 
undertook a thorough examination of the entire 
matter. This included my right. to grant par­
dons under the Conatitut.ion, the legal actions 
contemplated by the Special Prosecutor, the 
probable duration of tile criminal proceedings 
and a auaber of other factors. Throughout 
this evaluation process, my :main concern. was 
to heal t.ba wounds to the Ration. That was 
the top priority. I know there are deep and 
genuine differences muon~ good people over 
the deoiaion I 11114a. But. I felt. t.ben, and I 
feel now, that I made the right decision in 
an honeat, OOD.Bcientioua effort. to end the 
divisions in thia country. 

I am grateful t:hat you support. my decision 
and I appreciate your taking t.he time to let 
me know abeut. it.. 

Sincerely, 

The Bolloreble l'r~:rar 
Secretary of S~ate 
St.ate of Montana 
Poat. Off ice Box 1680 
Helena, Mofltana 59601 
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