
March v,. 1976 

Pre•ldent Ford ha• aaked rne to reply to your letter of 
January 7. 
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The Preeldent appreciate• your •harlng your vi.,..• with 
him, a.nd welcome• your thought• on thl• important matter. 

You are P4Jrhap• aware by now that there are a number of 
Blac.:k-orlented Bi.centennial pi-ogram• ln exletence or in 
the planning atage aero•• the country. The contrlbutlon• of 
Black Arxarlcane to thl■ Natlon:.,A>l"ogr••• are belng given 
proper emph&•l• a• the Bicentlnnlal Anni.ver•a.ry progl'&rrta 
unfold. 

There wa• a apeclal focua during the month of F•bruary ln 
connection wlth Black Hlato~Month. l enc:lo• • a copy of 
the Prealdentlal Meaeage otl]Black Hiator-.x: Month. I alao 
thought you•d like to have a copy of th• Preeldential Mesaage 
on the Bicentennial, which I enclote. 

All of ue ln the Admlnl•tratlon are enthu•laetlcally and a vely 
aupportlng proarama whlch point up the slgnlfica.nt role Black• 
have played in building America. 

Again, thank you for your lntereat and concern. 

Sincerely, 

JOHN CALHOUN 
Special A••l•t&nt to the Pre1ldent 

') 
Mr. Nelaon J. Wlllla.m•, Jr. 
Warren Hall, Room 24 7 
Carbondale, Illinola 62901 

)nc1oaure 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 12, 1976 

JOHN cALHouN ,d.­
MILT MITLER ~ -

John, I think you should answer the attached letter 
from Mr. Nelson J. Williams, Jr. 

As you know, there are a number of black oriented 
Bicentennial programs now in existence or in the 
planning stages. The important factor is that 
people create programs, which is the manner in which 
the Bicentennial is being commemorated nationally. 

Thanks. 

Attachment (Ltr. fr. Nelson J. Williams, Jr./Corbondale, 
I 11 i noi s) 
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