
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 10, 1975 

Dear Dr. P2 .. rchman: 
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The President has asked me to express his appreciation for 
your letter regarding Title IX of the Education Amendments o:f 
1972. 

_A,_s you know, the President is in the process of reviewing 
HEW' s proposed draft of a final Regulation. In his review, the 
President's ta.sk will be to make certain that the Regulation meets 
the spirit and letter of the law in a manner consistent with legis­
lative history and the needs of the .. American people affected by 
the statute. 

The President is aware of the benefits of athletics for men and 
women. He is also keenly aware of the difficulties facing the 
world of amateur athletics and physical education. Your letter 
and countless others have offered invaluable assistance in direct­
ing his efforts. 

Thank you for your timely correspondence. 

Dr. Linda L. Parchman 
Head of Physical Education 
Newcomb College 

':/.... Tulane University 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 

Sincerely, 

lo/ 
Andre M. Buckles 
Staff Assistant 
Domestic Council 



Department of Physical Education 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

My Dear Mr . President: 

NEWCOMB COLLEGE 
Tulane University 

NEW ORLEANS, LA . 70118 

February l9, l975 

I pray that your eyes will read and that your understanding and efforts will 
benefit everyone . 

My father died in surgery on an aneurysm November 26 , l974, and he was buried 
on Thanksgiving Day. 

:My earliest recollection, (I was surely only able to sta..11d and could not 
yet walk) , of my father is a scene in which he placed me on a piece of house 
furniture , held out his arms to me , and said, laughingly, "jump ~ n Jump into his 
arms , indeed I did, laughing and cooing in exhilaration and wonderment at flight 
and safe landing into my laughing father's arms . It was only the beginning of my 
athletic interests, President Ford . And my father encouraged me in all of those 
endeavors . I played high school interscholastic varsity girls ' basketball three 
years in high school with both my parents never missing a game . I played MU 
basketball and softball - my father was always trying to get to see me play, 
though I had moved far away. This summer I received my latest athletic award 
with a victory in a championship golf flight . My father was so proud. 

President Ford, my father was so young, 63, and we did not know that we 
would feel the loss so deeply. I , particularly, want so much to do something in 
my wonderful father's name . So I thought I'd write to you in his name . 

r 
Today I have my PhD and head the Physical Education Department at Newcomb 

College of Tulane University, where I also coach the women's tennis team. I 
have also taught at the University of Illinois, University of Kentucky, Southern 
Methodist University, University of Wisconsin, University of Arkansas , Univer­
sity of West Florida, and now, Newcomb . In every instance women ' s sports 
programs budgets were either non-existent or a token amount . I have attempted 
to receive support here , but our men are opposed. I and others like me worked 
over-time and voluntarily to have programs over the years . 



The President 
February 19, 1975 
Page 2 . 

So many men today seem to think women were against sports programs for 
30 years . The truth is that they were conducted, but no one knew because any 
publicity was , and is , thought to b'e"non- saleable paper items . 11 That's just 
not true . ~- - -

President Ford, please , please know women love to compete, too . 
Title IX comes to your desk, "without exemptions," please endorse it . 
in my father's name . 

Thank you. 

LLP: jdn 

cc: Sen . Russell B. Long 
Sen. J . Bennett J ohnston, Jr . 
Rep . F . Edward Hebert 
Rep . Lindy (Mrs . Hale) Boggs 
Rep . David c. Treen 
Rep . Joe D. Waggonner , Jr . 
Rep . Otto E. Passman 
Rep . John R. Rarick 
Rep . John B. Breaux 
Rep . Gillis w. Long 

Sincerely, 

~xL,_; 
Linda L. Parchman , EdD . 
Head of Physical Education 

When 
I ask, 
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WOMEN'S TENNIS TEAM 
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM 
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