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1230 Garden 5t ‘
Santa Barbara, Calif. 93103
November 11, 1966

The Honorable Gerald R, Ford
House Minority Leader

The House of Representatives
Washington D.C,

Dear Congressman Yord,

Tt is our hope and request that the enclosed petition will became the
nucleus or beginning for new laws in the Yongress and Senate for a full and
free flow of information to the public on Space.....a two way space approach
is very badly needed, The Air Force has writien a letter to proponents of
this two-way space approsch and new laws saying: #this petition and request
is beyond the capability of the &ir Force, It is reconmended that you take
this up with your Representatives in Congress.'  This is what we are doing
and have asked for, This is more than the Air force handling of UFO information,
The problem is lack of laws for such and true representation of the peoples
interest in the Congress and the National govermment,

Please take this up as rapidly as possible sé‘th&tkémﬁrica may fulfill her
true stature in the *pace program and true Space approache -

Great meanings of value and interest to the entire civilization are involved,

"PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD 1 88
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Violet Gilbert .
Director of Cosmic Research Center
Santa Barbara, Calif, -

Thank you on your action in Congress in the flouse Aumed Services “ommittee which
has now resulting in the Air Force consession for studies by independert University
of Colorado on Unidentified sightings. We need to bear witness to the fact that
while old sightings have not been identified from years past, new ones are occuring
every few days which are 'not identified! either. We will encourage you to continue |
to press for full and adequate action in the Longress and Govermment for the full
facts to be made known. -
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November 16, 1966

Representative Gerald Ford
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

W
you migh

I would appreciate hearing from you as
soon as possible.

Sincerely,
, 7o 7 <D
Ve el

Mrs. R. M. Cooter, Jr.
766 Longwood Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
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November 16, 1966

Representative Gerald Ford
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. ~
Dear Sir: : 't;

I would appreciate hearing from you as
soon as possible,

Sincerely,
G ﬁﬁ%@"g Avee’

Mr. C. Lee Graves
685 Sunset Boulevard
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

PHOTOCOPY FROM GERALD FORD 1 iBRARY
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4167 Cleveland Road
Syracuse, New York 13215

October 14, 1966

Congressman Gerald R. Ford
Congress of the United States
Office of the Minority Leader
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear lir. Ford:

Thank you for passing along to me a copy of
Air Force Regulation 80-~17 (re unidentified flying
objects). I realize how busy you are and I'm real-
1y grateful that you have often taken the time to
answer my letters and send me information on UFQOs.
You may be sure that this material is put to im-
nediate use, and is helpful in better answering
a few occasional letters I receive pertaining to
UFO's and the status of the AP investigation.

Having read AFR 80-17, I would like to take
the liberty of letting you kunow a few of my come
ments on the document (which, as I gather from the
Alr Force letter from Colonel Bryce Poe II that ac-
companied the Regulation, is taking the place of

AFR %OO-—Qg the original AF order on UFO investiga$
tion). ;

In my opinion, this Regulation is not real-
ly as revised or different from AFR 200-2 as we
have been told.

In last April 5th's Congressional hearing on
UFO's, according to NICAP, the following dischver-
ies were made; %?} Some UFQ's the Air Porce vublice
1y claimed were identified actually are unexplained,
(2) The Air Porce hypothesis that all UFO's have
ordinary explanations may be an error, causing new
sclentific information to be overlooked., (3) Six
prominent scientists, asked by the Air Force to
review the UFO program, criticized the Air Force for
not scientifically exploring unexplained sightings.

Keeping these three points in mind, and real-
izing that the third point is mainly responsible
for the Air Force's new plan of having non-AP teams
investigate UFO's, I was somewhat surprized to see
that the first thing the Air Force d4id in its new
Regulation 80-17 was to (as in AFR 200-2) restate
the same o0ld stale lines about most UFOs being ex-
plained and how "...if more immediate, detailed,
and objective data on the unidentifieds had been

available and promptly reported, perhaps these, too,
could have been identified.”

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD | (BRARY



Is this the proper introduction for what is gupposed
to be a new scientific investigation of UFOQ's. As
usual, the Air Force is going on the theory (and
this theor y will undoubtedly have an influence on
the selected civilian investigators) that UFOs are
only misrepresentations of conventional objects.
Because the Congressional hearing disclosed that
AF "explained" UFOs may still be unidentified, and
because the Air Force was criticized for lack of
scientific methad, I find it discouraging to see
that the Alr Force is still hanging on to its old
theories. If the USAPR is allowed to continue its
attempts to discount UFOs before any investigation
of worth is undertaken, you can bet that the civil-
ian scientists and universities ipvolved are go~
ing to be somewhat partial to this "conventionsl ex-
planation’ theory which is continuvously pounded in-
to American heads by the Air Force. The scientific
investigation is off to a bad start, and, because
the Air Force has decided o put down UFOs now, be-
fore any substantial research is done by the new
teams, I fear that tax money for this project will
be spent for a partially biased investigation.

As you know, there are already many scien-
tists who have spoken out agsinst UFOs because they
Just don't understand the subject, and the Air Force's
present agreement with their statements of ridicule
will certainly seem, to the public, %o lend credence
to the "no such thing as a UFO" theory. If the tax-
payers are about to put forth their money for what
is still described as a "scientific investigation,®
I will eat the proverbial hat!

Just as beffre, it appears that the Air Force
will still be keeping a clamp on its own men who hap-
pen to observe UFDs. In AFR 80-17: (Section B, num-
ber 4.) "Air Porce members not officially connected
with UFO investigations covered by this regulation
will refrain from any action or comment on UFO re-
ports which may mislead or cause the public to con-
strue these opinions as official Air Forece findings.®

Ubviously, the vague nature of this statement
will place restrictions on Air Force UFQ observers
and the old"muzzle" will, therefore, be in existence
~---and the Air Force will still have az way of keep~
ing UFO information from the public, and possibly
from the civilian investigating panel, due to "sec-
urity,” or some similar classification.

And here's one of the most interesting things
I have observed about this new regulatioh. In the
AFR 200~2, dated 14 September, 1959, there is a
statement ordering that "...information régarding s
sighting may be released to the press or the gen~-
eral public by the commander of th e Air Force base
concerned only if it has been pogitively identified

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I (BRARY



as a familiar or known object." I have underlined part
of this statement because this portion was italicized
in AFR 200-2, as though of particular importance.

However, in the new, "revised" regulation 80-
17, this statment is still present, except altered
somewhat, But it's certain that the same meaning is
present. Please compare the following with the above
quote from 200-2: "In response to local inquiries re-
garding UFOs reported in the vicinity of an Air Force
base, the base commander may release inf ormation to
the news medda or the public after the sighting has
been positively identified.” In this statement, the
emphatical word "only"has been ommitted, but the
same order for base commanders is there: they can-
not tell the public about a UFO sighting in their
area unless it is established to be a conventional
object. Therefore, the public is still kept "in the
dark" about various UFO reports, and the "scientific
investigation" appears to be lessening in scientific
intent or method.

Just a word, if I may, on the answers to my
questions on the new investigation that you receiv-
ed and forwarded to me (Air Force letter to you
was dated September 26, and written by Colonel Bryce
Poe I, USAF). My last question was "Will military
personnel and pilots, commercial airlines pilots,
and civilian pilots now affected, due to official
orders, by the above mentioned regulztion and or-
ders, be allowed to repor t their sightings in pub-
lic, instead of reporting only in seeret (under threat
of court-martial) only to their superiors?" The answer
given by the AF mentioned how the Secretary of the
Alr Force would release UFO infowmation to the pub-
lic, and that newsmen, writers, etc. were always giv-
en access to UFO files and gpven permission to re-
lease some unofficial UFO information---but not one
thing was mentioned about Air Force and commercial
pilots being allowed to report their sightings in
public without fear of court-martial.

Therefore, after observing a few of the aspects
resulting from the April hearings on UFOs, I am forced
to conclude that the revised investigation method will
be of little worth in détermining what UFOs actually
are. It is impossible for a panel of scientists to
remain objective as long as it is assisted by the Air
Forc e,which obviously intends to keep downgrading
UFOs and discounting the possibility that they may
be of an intelligently-controlled nature. How could
a scientific panel keep an open mind under such con-
ditions.

Again, thank you for writing and sending the

regulation to me.,
3incerely, C%LQQ?FQéimﬁgh//

Rohert Barrow
Member, NICAP



-

o

o
o
o

.

i

e

mw

&




RAYMOND G. KONLEY ;
1815 E. Newbarry Blvd., Apt.E
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 ;
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FTD (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45&33
3 October 1966

Raymond G. Konley

1815 East Newbarry Boulevard
Apartment 'E!

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211

Dear Mr. Konley,

Reference your letter of 19 September 1966. My position and that of the
, absolutely no evidence

'what so ever which woul& in&icate thatiUFO“reports represent extraterres-
trial vehicles under intelligent control. The burden of proof should be
placed on those groups or individuals who claim that UFOs are extraterres-

trial vehicles., I am not afraid that the President or I will ever be called

fools because of such a claim. Let those individuals who claim that UFOs
are flying saucers come forward with the evidence.

As far as answering the challenge, this}was done before the Full House
Armed Services Comnittee on 5 April 1966. Our answers regarding UFOs can
be found in the Congressional Record.

For every scientist who believes that UFOs are extraterrestrial vehicles,
you will find nine others who believe Just the opposite. That's a pretty
big majority, don't you think?

As far as magazine articles are concernsd, thie is stdll & free country
and articles on every subject will continue to be written. The fact that
articles are written on a subject does not mean that the statements are
true. Facts and statements can be twisted according to the whim of the
writer., As far as suing somebody, you cannot very well do this unleas
someone glanders you in scme way. ~

ter. People have been observing UFOs since at leasst 593 B.C., so I'm not
worried that people will panic because of such observations.

By the way, I have read Frank Edwards' book and I think he does an excel-
lent job of story telling. This is my own personal opinion and not the
Air Forces'. ; :

Sincerely,‘

T, Major, USAF

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I IBRARY

Itme still ‘waiting for that alleged UFO to land ‘a8 you state in your lete -~ o
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to Congressman Rivers and yoursslf,
v Por azbout twenty vears now

¥
us onee d %bm&t Te gﬁLhuﬁ there i3 a au35 SHBON
i1 Amer iaaﬁ peopls &hﬁafﬂ be told about it. I r&aii%@
1 pt secret in the interssi of no%z@ﬁa? security,

stamped secret for the sake of secrscy alons,

@f s Ha not know what to belisve about these UF0’s

and

our Govermments umw 1lingness to enlighten us on the matb@? Tt could be that we =

4 4,

are under the gun, %né our Goverment has no choles but to keep us in the dark,
On the other hand, ?h@y may be no threat at all., They way actually be our own
weapons, which T want to believe, but seriously doubt. Blae why are we spendi

B
2
o

&
1 osely, but T have never
ing %e the outcome of this mesting. The answers given
9

w@ﬂ%, which has seemed g0 @f@w&‘&n in the pressnt
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billions to ~avy loads into orbit in a manner which must be oc %ﬂld@?@ﬂ
he reported sapabilities of these unidentifiec m&aﬁzmﬁfs
) 11 me abgbt the outcoms of the discussion ab@ut thege
arid 1t iz refreshing to know that we
ader. We sre sending two capabls voung wmen,
House respectively, who will be working
you, Congressman Ford.
Yours Truly
Hoel Aouff
Box 651
New Johnzonville, Tenvess
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Armed Services Committee.

S; ssion Promise: f‘COﬁgress |
‘Glimpse Of Flying Saucers

WASHINGTON April 2.—(UPD)~The hearing won't be|
public and it 'won't be Jong but it probably will e the closest
[Congress will get to an investigation of flying saucers.
| It will take place on Tuesday when Air Force brass will
huddle with members behind the cIosed doors of the House

Committee ' Chairman ‘L. Mendel ‘Rivers (D., S. C,) last

Force chief of staff, to conle
prepared Tuesday to answer

-lquéstionis about the latest rash
~of . unidentified. flying -object

(UFO) sightings.

Expecied to accompany
Brown and  McConnell. are
officialg. .connected “with Pro-
ject Bluebook, ‘the Air Force
unit that has been -recording
and trying to explain the more
than 10,000 UFO reports since
it began operating in 1947.

The committee made it plain
that this was not te be con-
strued as g full-fledged
congressional investigation of
the subject.

“We just want to know if one
is required;” said Rivers.
Brown and McConnell were
scheduled to appéar Tuesday
anyhow to continue their
testimony ©~ on  next year's
defense  budget. During a
closed session Thursday Rivers
brought up flying saucers.

The: chairman told the Air
Force officialy that House
Republican  Leader  Gerald
Ford of Michigan, had asked
him to conduct an- investiga-
tion. Ford acted as the result

ot UFO reports from Michigan.

! Ford said he thought there

week -directed Air Force Secretary. Harold Brown and
Gen.. John P. McConnell, Air ‘

might be “substance” to some
of .the reports and  that the

public was entitled to a more|}
thorough - explanation  than}’

given “up to now by the Air
Force.

According to a member who
was there, both Brown and Mc-
Connell assured the committee
there was nothing mysterious

about the sightings but that]

they would be glad to discussi|
them at greater length on]

Tuesday.

Crime Nipped Early
CORLEONE, Sicily, April: 2.
~(UPI)—Sicilian police satd;

Saturday they have broken a;

gang of nine-year-olds who

were armed with explosives|]
and a sawed-off shatgun and |
led by the nephew of a4 mem-|f
ber of the Mafia. Police sazd;’
the four boys were caughtl|
after they broke into a school|

and stole $89 from a classroom

drawer.. At the home of one|

of the boys, whose uncle is
a lieutenant of ‘a Jaﬁed Mafia
leader, police found the shot-
gun———trademark of the Maf;a--«
q._ncf nthe exploswes

-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR. FORCE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20330

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Mr, Perkins:

The President has asked that I reply to your recent
letter regarding the alleged censorship of reports of
unidentified flying objects (UFOs).

The Air Force does not withhold or censor any infor-
mation on UFOs., The results of all Air Force investigations
have always been made available to bona fide news represent-
atives and scientific researchers, Press releases are
issued as warranted, and an annual report on the project
is available to the publlc A copy of this report,
Project Blue Book, is attaehed for your 1nformat10n

I hope this~clarlfles the'Air Force position,

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I iBRARY

Sincerely,
e,

Congressionsl Inguiry m%%mzz
Office of Degislative Lislssn

2 Attachments

Mr, Lowell Perkins
3662 North Pine Grove
Chicago, Illinois 60613
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Telephone MURRAY HILL 5-8530 Cable Address vs1o0ux NEW YORK

";; wﬁ4g@%%Xﬁ@ é;;jiﬁégiéiéégéﬁkéiésﬁg

419 PARK AVENUE SOUTH NEW YORE, WN. ¥. 10016

December 9, 1966

Mr. Jim Bersie

Office of the Minority Leader
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Bersie:

I am following your advice in your QOctober 26 letter to
me and providing you with the reply from Dr. Condon re-

garding thelr UFQ future report. I think the enclosures
are sself explanatory.

Associate Editor

PN /bh
BNC, &



“ UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
BOULDER, COLORADO 80302

RRPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND ASTROPHYSICS

Hovember 30, 1966

Mr. Paul NHadan

hssoclate Editor

Crown Publishers, Inc.
419 Park Avenue South
Wew York, New York 10016

Bear Mr. NHadan,

Thank you for your letter to Dr. Condon concerning the report
of our UFQ investigation. Permit me to reply.

It is expected that the report will be released to the public
after review by the National Academy of Sciences. T am afreid

that we cannot promise an early copy, but vou may obtain it at that
time. ‘

Thank you for your interest,

‘
g:

Bincerely yours,

Robert J. Low
Froject Coordinator

‘RJL;ibm









