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L5 Congress St.
Bradford, Pa. 16701

October 7, 1966

Mr. James Bersie

Office of the Minority Leader
House of Represeniatives
Washington, 0. C.

Dear Mr, Bersies

Two days ago, I wrote to you concerning recent developments in
NICAP's attempt to have the Air Forcs re~evaluate the Bavenna Case,
The enclosures with this letter pertain to the same subject.

. Would you be so kind as to do me a favor, which would take but
a brief moment?

My problem pertains to the idea of a Rhigher court.® Previous
attempts to bring the matter of Project Blue Book'!s erroneous conclusion
in the Ravenna Case to official attention have been unsuceessful, and
Colonel Hayden Mims! recent letter to Congressman William Stanton shows
a lack of concern over this matterg Colonel Mims! research for that
communication was obviously hasty, to say the least, In short, 1 seem
to have run up against a brick wall. Coul suggest one or two
other parties to whom to write, who might

O B

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD | ‘{BRARY

The recent choice of a lead university by the Air Force complicates
matters somewhat. e come under purview of a

ew

area of Blue Book's sibilities?

I would appreciate a reply from you g3 soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

William B. Weitzel, Chairman
Pittsburgh Subcommittee, NICAP

Enclosures: 10/6 letter to Colonel Florian A. Holm
10/6 letter to Colonel Hayden P. Mims
10/7 letter to Judge Robert E. Cook

PS5 -~ No doubt you have seen the recently publicized (Saturday Review)
#sanitized version® of the Robertson Report, but in case you have
nov, a copy is enclosed which I typed from one obtained from the
Air Force's Community Relations Branch.
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Colon 2, Flovlan 4. Holm, Commnder
Forelen Technodogy Division
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL. PHENOMENA

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

TELEPHONE: (202) 667-9434

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE
USMC (RET.} DIRECTOR

RICHARD H. HALL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

¥r., James Bersie

0ffice of the Minority Leader
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r, Bersies

T enjoyed our talk last week, and hope the enclosed materials
will be of interest to you. I have written a brief summary of the
latest action, since the June 28 NICAP report, on the Air Force's refusal
+o evalvate the April 17 sighting in terms of the facts. Vost of the
documents referred to in that summary are enclosed here.

This case, and Blue Book's activity in connection with it,
bear an important relationship to the Project's current activity in
setting up university teams to help them evaluate gighting reports.
Among those who have followed his activities closely, Major Quintanilla
has a reputation for conveniently ignoring details of sightings which
his explanations fail to cover. In this case in particular, the major
has had three opportunities to note the witnesses! reporting Venus in
addition to the UFO; in his July 15 letter to me, however, he shows
his lack of awareness of this, even stating that had they reported Venus,
tnew 1ight would have been shed on the case.! Purthermore, the major :
has asked Dr. Hynek to offer his official opinion =~ Dr. Hynek is supposed
to have the final say for all astronomical conclusions —- and Dr. Hynek
has replied, Munknown." Tet the major ignores this, and is sticking with
his original evaluation of Ugatellite~Verus.® Surely, such an arbitrary
abtitude on the major's part will impede efforts to beef up the Project's
work with oubside scientific help. ‘

Tf T can be of any assistance to you in supplying more infa}matiogi,

please get in touch. Again, thanks for your time.
Sincerely yours,

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE. N.W.

D1iBRARY

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FOR

William B, Weitzel
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Blisd Biver, Ont ‘
Can. July 29, 196

Desr ¥Br. Taylop:
wer Lo your letter of July lle--excuss the

¢de in Casads., Brisfly, the

This is in

typing since 1% ia being dome By me in the

answers to your guestions sre: ;
(1) I belisve the Alr Perscs will give very greatly imcreased scientffic

attenition Lo UFQ's vary shortiy. | diffiecnlity in
getilopg gualiflied scientinte to logk iﬁ%ﬁ the satiter-~-ther all want ie

steer clear of this controversial subjest. t the &ir Foree ian trylang.

{2} Iu gensral, the prassure : from more and betier
sightings frosm relisble peoples---s.g,., the Exeler case.

(3) 1f they can be foumd, the scientists will be guits iandevendesd
of the &lr Force. But it is asteunding how completely igmerant most @ﬁi@%%£§%§
are about UFO sightings. They simply sssume that they didun’t happen.

(k) 1 think B-M effects and especially asimal reactiens guilte

important.,. "¢ #till need mere data.

(3 It ie mnfortunately true that 2t times the Air Fores has
come to an evelustlon without commuliing me., 4b outstend exsmple of $his
is the Raveunz case whick was metl brought te sy attestion officially. The
svainstion of satellite~Venus did zot some from me, nor weuld 1% have.
“nfortunately, since . am an astromomer, I am frequently blamed for it. My
sen fevling is that the Ravenns cazse should e comgidered ﬁ@ﬁé%&ﬁ%ii@ﬁﬁ and
I nave mo inforsed the Air Ferce. °‘lesse remenber, I as gut, BoL 8
setter of policy. That is done way up i3 the Fen 5

5
x

ERALDFQ&@ii

PHOTOCOP¥F

i do hope to see you the next tise I sa in Hew York. You eill bs
interested in my Torewerd to Vallee's sew botk, Uballesge to Belemce, 2
in my ferthcoming article in the British jeourmel, Discovars.

Sisecerely yours,
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while, working in the WICAP office,
o flee in persen this wesk with the enclssed
Bt @&% %&gﬁﬁﬁ wmall 1t balove my nezt epportwmity to see veu

Tour belp in obtaising & vezponss frem Major (uintenills @@g&?ﬁé@g

WO sighting has vesulied in s letter from bim, the First
£ i% i

n nine weeks. %Wils letter (copy enmtlosed; has &§$”%ﬁﬁ
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2 heing o tﬁﬁ% @%@ aﬁﬁiﬁﬁy% sgw Yenus 1
P ‘ May 17 letter o ﬁé%‘ 3 ok
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o point they are almost sele
w%ﬁ%@ﬁ% 1%t has happenad herae),
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¥ @&3 éz’a F ..
Wright tergon AFE, Ohio 45833
15 July 1960

Williles Weitsel
5T Yoodmont Street
Plittesrgh, Pemeylivenlis 15217

Deay Mr. Yelbzel,

Plesse pucuse @%g delay, but I heve besn ezl ly vugy for lhe paat
three sonthe. I bave been svey from the office st least hell the time,
atbending gﬁ&%g%ﬁﬁa géﬁiﬁﬁ %yi%fﬁwgﬁﬁ sad btrying o 1L ﬁ&é£~ the plans
for our future solisntific tes HBopalfully the tesss should be cosp ~
by Heptesber, at lasst Z hope se. I heve also hed ow

cous vialtors in
sy office and itnhis alsce pushes the coprespopdence g%&g whenever this
happens . %@ parecnal correspond y heswy and I
find myself way behind end wssble to cetch wp. Please sxvuse the delay.

I s wwere et wr sre both suite saxious YW reuch s

waton ln the Bevenes slghting. Achieving 8 sols
&ﬁ?ﬁ%@& don of all UFD reports il of grest lmportence §
cage 1o gueetion I have given much thought to the available data spd feel
that I have hopestly welghsd sech Tactor io an spproprists é@ ?%% in
rasching ny conclusion. 1 slso belisve thet peyilivent info Lon wes
wvailable to sake such s eveiustion.

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD 1 (BRARY

I regret your feellings thet certain fectors of the report were ﬁi
There was 5o %%ﬁﬁﬁ@% on By part Yo 4o se. Copeldering the lschking
& laforsetion to plsse & tenglible oblest In the ares, I Tind ;%
fioult W resch & conclusion to substantliste the presence of an

I Enow of no Jet sircraft that were imvolved wiith the slleged UFD
i?%ﬁ@i&ﬁ or othervise. %W recelved o ﬁ%@%wﬁﬁ Trom ssy pllot 1
confivaing observanse of an UPD. This is 2 puszling poin
i be given due eonsideration. If Speur observed jet aire
ty of the UFO, doesa’t it appesr t ] £ }
b obo pomeo if not cur office.

"*g

o
s

the witnesses observed the psssage of 8
~ w%@r %@%&&%ﬁ%%@wag Ghlo. Conpidering there are over %&i?%g
and satellite somponents vislible to the neked eye, 1t is
iﬁﬁ& %@ﬁ& o of these wee in the srws st the time of the slgbiing.
the setelliits approsched e aow ot portion of the gky, the sate

Ee
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4 heve been brighter than sy »:s?f the stars s
‘ mﬁm m ible. Police (hief Buchsrt sitadted tha =
in the ares of the object. I ssk you why ve
sgerved w%:&m*s the planst W& delinitely there? Without

L, Yenus would have @g&wwﬁﬁ pr E@%&%‘% @zf%% i mmBaeuvers.,
inestesn were % 1 il oy bave

] 3*? The pianed.

e ocbservers fooused on the planet Yerus

balencing poi

&

ust agree the wmaior diserepency ie that
wmied. This % Lo &;ﬁm% leeves much to
you whether accepied or net, o8 B i

Revenns sighting prove w gm wém m L

beerved. I would n
2 m %w%w

jﬁ; g @l

et @g&%%ﬁ. m“%: %@ﬁ;i

welieve thels &ﬁ%ﬁs&@&@«

UBar
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July 1%, 1966

Mr, William B, Weitzel, Chairman
Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee
5709 Woodmont Street

rPittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Hr, Yeitzel:

I receivad the elsborate report prepared by you
and vour ttee on the April 17th sighting and have
asked that it be reviewed by the Air Force and made a
part of the permanent file.

I am enclosing & copy of a letter I have received
from Colonel Covell, whieh implies that you will ba hearing
from Major Quintanilla in the nsar future.

Thanking you for your coatinued cooperation, 1

PEmALT
Sincerely yours,
f//
/g gy
f(.:‘::/d -
WILLIAM STANTOW
HSemt

Enclogure

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD [ iBRARY
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ear Col. Spaulding:

 Weitzel and I am the chajmmen of the Pittaburgh dubcommittes

1&%&% Committee on aerial Fhenomena. 1 an writing to :mzig
intanilla®s investigstion and explanation of the UFD §
into Pennsylvania on &pril 17 of this vear, . o

As yvou ave asware, Mador @zm‘%%ii a visited gavenna, Chic, on My 10 %o condv

intereiove with the w@mmm& from that ares, concersing the april 17 sishting.

that %M»s@% he promised me he would check inte a matter related to that sightin
inform me of the result of his cheek, 7T followed thils request up on Mey 17 with <
s ie zﬁw to him at wright-patterson AFPE. ‘The letter was sent by Certified Mail, =
Major (uintanilla mgwi the recelipt., I have had no word from hin ainee thet ’%;3?5%%’%%

3,@2%:“5 7 the interview in Ravenns, Major (uintanilla allowed a tape to e recon a4
in his p esence. He requasted my absense from the room during the %vﬁ:; 11 testison
for 3 onoed ofder to be left on., From thet vesording, 1 extracted thirtesn

i %’ﬁf whiich hig explanation of the mg&%:mg does not explain, Twse
oints are on a ta&; rate 1ist enciosed with this letter. I cormunicated thes to
ﬁm fud m*:m% _on May 17, a ﬁsmm;g how his explanation, thet the dapubies first
e, then drove at high speed across several counties towsrd Vew
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tne of %mg “‘mﬁnm iz that the deputies observed the W0 at firet, coming
ght angles to if, from south to north, watched it bover and t
reverss 1ts *“mg ction, coming directly over them,. Poeho would not have fravelesd in
a spubh- m*@ th direction, then reversed its direction of tvavel. TFurthermsre, the
direct! £ the rosd during the pursuit m? the ?;;,{w and their sesing 1t %ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?’
helir left, indicates it beimg to the north of the ecar. later, it wag ses

tue south, to the right of the sar mfx@mmw&z zast. Melor Quintanilia E%%’é ke
wag not vat 4 as to the road divections, bub 4id sssume, on the basis of :
erronedus. news reporis, th %%& ww read wus alwmed southesst most of the fime. These
reporis were the resull of sarly cenfusisn betwesn the two m&:%?% Wy &%@g

of travel, ¢hio rou m 144 and 14

=§'
Ll
g
)
5]
o
o
n
o
%‘é

’f‘@

there are mary otheyr points, spoken to Major %xwmmm during the My 10
meeting, which are incemsistent with the Erho-Venus explans ,&mmaa :

: there are sdditional Features of the sigh ing, of which' I heve
to belleve the wmajer iz upsware, which corroborste sff%;i deputient cheervations.
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g2i11 furthermore, ;ﬁ§§ﬁ ave additional features of the sighting, of while

o the m%dﬂ? 3@ ﬁ*&?@§ which rule oul the ¥ohe-Vonus explanstion. One of ¢
is ar patrolmen wayne Muston, of the Bast %a%%’@mﬁ% fhie nollice, whe i«%@z
in radie ¢ mﬁ”%&?iﬁ with the ﬁs:?;mw”‘ es, watched the o Lliying toward him from the

so overhead, then toward the southesst, 7The deputies were lmmedi
in pursuit, and patrolman Huston jolned them. ‘the three uen compared
?L%ia&ﬁ% of the obiect as they trmveled teward Rochester, Tennavivenias.

anilla iz aware of these gdditional features, and this one
have interviewsd the other officers i{nvelved in thiz lster
the deputies, and obtained fron them the informs
Blue Book. It should Be poloted out that this T
of brief szigned statemente given teo an iuvest &%%@xwa @§k&ﬁ¥f§
wito told one of the men he was not familiar with W0 inves-
men interviewed were interrogated, and pene of them £11led
g@a% report form. They d4id, however, write out and submit
T4

sted the deputies? cbservations, and whieh contradicts
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tanilla hes in his office, as part of the information be has
collected, a awga mpghar of points, ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁy%W&é Wy law
tl ez alone, which are net explained by
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I 8 constitute the %%%ﬁaﬁ% of the vmueual chersciesr of this

ze these points constitute the eriteris by which the sighting
ddentified, low-flving ﬂ&j%ﬂi these poinks define the mabtu

4 to Major Quintanilla, as that of an %ﬁ&& ﬁ&%ﬁgﬁﬁ ﬁéﬁﬁmg

PHQTOQO?YE?&méGERALBFQRﬁIiﬁRAKY

Thus Finition of the sighting, Majer Quintanilla has sot explained
the sis

wintanililis has not %X@i&?%@é this ﬁﬁﬁ&%%ﬁ%, and elainme to
%wmg&% nlexing points are raised, The chief ocne iz, s&y has ¥ejor %ﬁim&ﬁﬁii?%
ignored those items of testimony which do mot fall into his - his arbitrary, net
1 &

A

commensurate whth the facts - definition of the sighting? ne iz npt unaware of
megt of these @%%ﬁt%% fie claimed to take all testimomy into sccount, im eonduct ting
an investigation. He claimed (these clainms s made to those i %ﬁ@%ﬁ% 7 10} not to
disbelieve 2 %z%»gﬁﬁ@ He repeated these claims more than once., The testimony was
offered more th ce, sowe of it by wyself afler the %&ﬁzz%ﬁ&

why are Major Quintanilla's claims z&&&ﬁ%i%%&&% %aﬁn tis behavier?

to vou, Col, Spaulding, because I %ﬁﬁ%%&%@ﬁﬁ it is the responsibliliey
‘ cueries about uwnidentified fiyving ebjects. Wy two ¢hield

T
gt rhis letter, sve the following:
1a ignored those parts of testimony to him, which
hism
5 the april 17 sighting, as &fined
N oty SRR
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"ng&mﬁﬁimaﬁ sring obiect, or can
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rt covering the April 17 sighting
OB . The “g;*@;:«z‘jﬁf”*‘ deps not %:‘zﬁ{i@.ﬁ}o g
“aahi% %y @@ ghjﬁw @%&ﬁ*“ﬂiiiﬁ ﬁﬁ

hm@iﬁ&& E%@ m&@z?W@ z o] &gm%mg y@§§
t@ explain the aighting.

ra the depuiies®
s, ﬁhl ch reputation they enjoyed befores Major
ntazined, 1 am just as snxious to bring sbout some
ation. Those vhe are not laughing at the deputies
the air Force, for pretending to offer an %&pi&ﬁg%l@%
v laughing et neither, believing that somethi
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#lesse let wme emphasize

Teast P
M,wa% e *fﬂﬁ yﬁ@z@ﬁﬁ %“a@ ?3%%@@ iil-cong

I oould, but choose not to, offer soase
t believe it is my prerogativ
ro Bome abtbtempt sghould be made to f@ﬁ%é

%ﬁ§§£§ﬁ %. waiteel, Cha zwmﬁ

vittsbursh &Ewﬁ%‘@%%&@mmaﬁﬁﬁ§
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of the

artage






