The original documents are located in Box B48, folder ©“1966: Unidentified Flying Objects
(folder 26)” of the Gerald R. Ford Congressional Papers at the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the
United States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives
collections. Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in
the public domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are
presumed to remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject
to a valid copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



1966: Unidentified Flying Objects, May (folder B48-26)
Gerald R. Ford Congressional Papers




i
.
P

.

S
N
e

i

ks
.
.

.

0
Sy

o

.

-

o

;w
>

o

i
o




~§*n$rab1a‘Edw&?d*ﬁ&tch@nsa&,
4th District Congressman,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

DearkSir;

~ You are no doubt familiar with the U.F.0. incident
occured in Hillsdale, Michigan on Maroh 21st, 1966,
the incident in which the Hillsdele College co-ed
. eir house director and I hag the opportunity to w
- what I refer to as an Unidentified Flying Object.

For the past seven weeks some of my staff members and
have been conducting an investigation into the U.F.0.
uation and the side effects upon the people of our own
locality. From the many letters I have received from peo~
Ple all over the United States, my observation would be

~_ that most of the people throughout the entire country have
__reacted the same way.

I was extremely aggrevated to have the United States Air
Force and Dr, J. Allen Hynek, come into our city, spend
so little time in their investigation ang then attempt to
make us look like a group of idiots, I ¢an honestly say
thet 1 expected this and in fact made )i

Hillsdale Daily News as to what their findings would be
pPrevious to the Air Force and Dr. Hyneks statement to the
press was released. This was very much in line with the
U.F.0. investigagian and their Project Blue Book.

I have enclosed a portion of the res
igetion and a1
erial that I w

ults of our own invest.
50 one of the photographs. This is the mat~
ant to release at this time,

I am sure that if you will stud
see that we are not a group of idiots as the Aip Force and
Dr. Hynek has attempted to make us look. I also am

very sure thst there are many other people who have been
laughed 2t, ridiculed and embarrassed because they reported
what they observed and were very sincere in doing so.

Y this report that you will

It is my sincere opinion thet many peovle have made ver

good observations of U.F.0.'s and have withheld the inform-
ation because of the fesr of being made to look like fools,

I do not think that this is right =nd feel that this has for
some reason been intentianally done to cause people to shut
~up and to stop bothering the Air Porce.




HILLSDALE COUNTY CIVIL DEFENSE
40 5. Monning Street

age 2
pag HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN 49242

I feel that this situation is very serious and that this
has been demonstrated by our investigation. No, not the
U.F.0.'s, but rather the trend that has develpped from the
entire mode of investigation that has been carried on by

the Alr Force regerding the situation. What I am saying,
gentlemen, is the American people are afraid and hesitant to
report anything because of being ridiculed. Stop and think!
This could well be the common denominator by which our aver-
age citizen could £&1l to report even a subversive or un-
American act or person. This is my honest concern. As far
as the U.F.0. situation is concerned, I definitely feel that
Unidentified Flying Objects are present, even though I was

a skeptic previous to this incident.

Perhaps more serious thought and attention should be given

to the U.F.0. investigation and that in some manner the invest-
igation should be conducted so that the findings released

would not cause ridicule and embarrassment té those that are
concerned.

I therefore, as & citizen and public official, recsuest that
there be a Congressional Investigation conducted, not into
the U.F.0, situation but into the- inéffective, inadequate,
end assinine methods and answers being issued by the Air
Force in regards to their investigsetion and findings. It
would be far better to release no information than to use the
Karsh Gas Theory. '

Sincerely,

William E. VanHorn
Civil Defense Director,
Hillsdale Co., Hillsdale, Mich,
Copy to: |
Hon, Weston E, Vivian, 2nd Cong. Dist,.
Hon. Gerald Ford, 5th Cong Dist. it

1vh
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¥r, William Vanhorn
O Zo. ¥Wamning 5%,
#illsdale, Mich,

Dear 8irs
- give Mill cﬁnaent for the usspe of ouk revort
Abﬁ%a tests may be used for any purpese or end

We the undersiomw
ar any nart there f
to your suiting,

“e are sending with this letter an extra covy of our report and

twe photographs which we feel shows some sirnifipance to our con-

clusions,

Sincerely

HOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I (BRARY




RESERCH ON HILLSUALE U.P.0, STSMTINGS

Index-1
Index of Tests Taken,

zt sm Toste

A, Aecié- Base Test
B, Selubility Test
¢, Composition Test
D, HRadioclogiesl Test

II. Flant Tests, (Green and Pungi)

k, Paper m graphy

B, Tests for Measuring Life Punctions,
¢, Starch Test

p. Clorophyll TestE,

£, Radiologiezsl Test

F. Spsctrum Test on Plany Clerephyl

111, Animals Teots

A, Flood Hemoglobin Test
n, MYetsbolism Check

C., Reflex Test

D, Rsdiolopical Test

IV, HMinerel Tests

B, Type of Roek Specimens
¢, Check of Cheracteristics (ammz o structurel chenges)

D, Radislogiesl 'i‘uu

4, ¥ieroscopie Anelysis
B, Acid-Base Rest
¢, Composition of saterisls in the Water

D, Rsdislegical Test

Index II

Faviromsent Facts Index.

I Temperature

II Pond Life

111 Range and Time of Radiologicsl Changes

caused by the mhﬁa

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I iBRARY




I Conclusions of Seil Tests

11 Cenclusions of Flant Tests
11X Conclusions of inimal Tests
Conelusions of Mineral Tests
V Conelusions of ¥ater Tests

v

VI

Conelusions of Enviromment

VII ¥ain Conclusions

i

1 S04l Tests

LT

b,
C.

d.

&,

b,
G
d,

e.

s

hclid-Rase Test
Acid content of three which ies very heavy and Base content of seven or
eight whick is almost neutrel,

Selubility Test
The s#il was very soluble in a water solutiom,

Composition Test

There was no chanpge in soil compostion except for & slight sddilive of
Boron, )
Radiological Test

The radition resding on the mﬂmmmwmg&m per hour,

(3r/hr,)
Pant Tests (Green and Pungl)

Peper Chromatography Test,
There were found only green snd yellow pigments in thie test, the blue
pigment did not show up in this test, so we presume the blue pipgment was

destroyed,

Tests for m;m 1life functions,
The plants were found to be healthy,

Stareh Test.,
This was found to be normal, (comtent)

Clorophyll Test,
This wae found to be normal, (content)

Radiological Test, . ~
The reading on the plants was W fifteen thousanths roentgens per
hour, (.315 r/wr) ‘ ,

Spectrum Test on Plant Cleroplyll
The blue pigment was pgone, it did not #hm up in this test presuming agein
that the blue opisment wae comvletely destroved. {eowtimed)

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I iBRARY



b,

d.

&,

b,

C.

d.

&,

b,

L

111 Animal Tests
A. Hmeglebin Test

Bleed
Amphibian: The lemeglobin was slightly reduced, :
Crustation: mmmmm:”ﬁmmm

Metabolism Test,
Amphibian: Had slower than nommal metablism but now imnreving,
Crustation: Could detect no metsbolie change from normal,

Reflex Test,
mammaumhmmmmm;mm
Crustation no change detected,

Radiolegical Test,

Cruststion: Three thousand one hundred twenty five ~ten tymm.(‘nas
Amphibiant Three thousand seventy five«ten thousamthe (. 3075 r/hr)

¥inersl Tests,

Acid-Base Test
All rocks, ingenous, wmetmorphie and sedimintary were found to be neutral,

Type of Rock Specimen,
1. Ingenous 2. Yetamorphie 3. Zedimentar,

Cheek of Charseteristics,

mmmmm«mmmmmuamxmmngmamm

There were m chemiecal or structural changes,

Radiological Tests

1. Ingenous .31 r/ier
2, Wetamorphies ,Sir/hr

3. Sedimintary ,3125 r/hr

¥iergsconie Amalysis
A1l mierosoopic animals and plants dead,cause unimown,

Acid-Base Tost ,
The water was neutrel of lmt!a acid and base,

cmﬁim of naterials in the water,

All minerals found in the water normal with the exception of a slight trace

of Borem

Radielogical Test,
The water had & ,315 r/hr resding,

Prvirommentsl Tests Taken 3/23/66,

¥o umsual Hest shewm ‘mm

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I ;%ARY
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Page IV

B. Pond Life
1. Crustation
2, Amphibiens, there was an umusally large maber of them,

¢, Range and Time of Radiological Ghanges,
The first meter reading the meter showed thirty three hpndreths roentgens
(+33 v/hr) and its laet reading 3 homrs later showed tienty seven hundreths
roentgens (,27r/hr) : ' Z

d, Changes of visible apperance caused by the U,F.0,
Yo apparent changes in eviromment were visible,

CONCLUS TNy

801Ls ‘ _ '

1. The sofl had above normal radistion and also had abnormal content of
Boreon, The Beren is alien to this type of seil,

I1. PLANT
The plants had above norwal rediation, Hlue pigments did not show up in the
tests and were presumed to be destroyed but this did not seem to effect the

1life junctions of the plants,

111 POMD LIF¥
Crustation and Amphibian radistion wae higher than normal but the higheet
radiation was recorded in the emphibian, Also the amphibien was effected
noticeably where the erustation was not, S

IV Mineral
Sedimentary rocks were slightly higher in rediatiom then either ingenous ’
or metamorphie roecks, Mmmwurnm@ﬁtmm*mlwmw.
V. HWATER
All micrescopic plents and animals were dead, The water had sbove normal

V1l Envirorment
The enviromment had above normel radiation and it conteined & small amount

of Borem which i{s foreign to this soil,
MAIR CONCIUBION:

VII The area containhed an sbnormally high smount of radistion from some unknown
source, The arca also strangely contaimed Boron whieh wee found in both
water snd soil, These two facts are the only ones which would substan¥iste
the presence of a U,F, 0., In ocur opinion were not saying that there was &
UeF.0, but we also do not know how to aceount for these two faects, However .
‘we belfive it conld not be swamp gas becsuss of the high winds on the night
of the sighting, With these high winde the gas would not have forwed s mass
and -remainadstationsry. Ve also do not believe it was prenksters because we
searched the swamp thoroughly for any sign of evidénce to explain the

“PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD [iBRARY
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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

29 March 1966

¥r, Van Horn
Van Horn Funeral Home
Hillsdale, Michigan

Dear Mr. Var Horn,

1 am mueh interested in the new avidence that I hear you‘ are turning up in
the UFO matter. The high radiosectivity, if conifirmed, would surely be a
significant matter.

I wm enclosing a copy of my actual press release which I hope you will read
carefully and let me have your cosments. You will note that I have limited
my discussion to the two "swaxp cases™. I have received many letters
written prior to the release, from people in farm areas who proposed this
solution independently, stating that they have been famiiiar with such
glowing lights over swamps since childhood.

You will also note that I have recommended that a basic scientific study

of well-attested UFO cases be made. I made such a recommendation as lwmg
ago a5 1952t The terrific ™noise” represented by the thousands of misiien-
tifications etc., I believe preventsad such reccosmendations from being tasen
seriously. If there was po much ™oise®™ there probebly wasn't any "signa.w,
1, on the contrary, have always felt that the whoie UFO phencmenon is wor-
thy of investigation and independently said so en the dust jJacket of Jacques
Vellee's book, The Anatomy of a Phenomenon, which, incidently, I suggest

you read,

I am anxiously awaiting your report on the sightings of the lights we talked
about on the phons just before I left Ann Arbor. Was rapid motion ever
definitely established? If there is any substance to the reperts of lights
high in the sky, then of course this is worthy of further investigation.

1 repeat that my interpretation spplied only to the swamp areas.

I s anxious for you to read my press report since many of the things 1
said were taken out of context, as they most freguently are.

You are undoubtedly one of the most responsible witness observers in the
entire ™ichigan Affair? and I think it would be most unfortunate if you and
I found ourselves in opposite camps. I'm sure that we both want to know
what the sctual facts ars.

E‘\&memly,

« Allen Hymk

JAH tmenp
Enclosure

PHOTOCOPY FRUM GERALD FORD I'iBRARY
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£ 9 HIRAM LANE
a7

GEORGE W, EARLEY

BLOOMFIELD, CONNECTICUT
08002

11 Yay 66
Rep. Gerald Ford
Houge Office Building Wf! ol g
Washington, D.C, A % é’%ﬁ f“

A%

£
.y 4
(A4 vy
< :
Dear Representative Ford: |

d
I have tried on several occasions to obtdin ufe

ormation from the USAF, informati

, =
which they have publicly proclaimed is , le to the public. I am still without ;%
my requested information, or answers to questions I asked of them., T am m%tacm;:m ag
copy of a letter sent them last November, well before this year's flap, In Eﬁamﬁ, g
when I resubmitted this letter, I also requested a copy of their summary for 1968 g
which I had heard from a newsbroadecast was available, Still no response. Having g
gotten no response some months ago from Representative Daddario, I am turning to geu;%
in the hope that you can obtain this information for me, §
I would a3%0 like to say that I 1 certainly support your call for a full inguiry inte E
the USAF handling of the ufo controversy, If nothing else, the public relaémng asp&cﬁ
of it is in bad need of improvement.
I shall lock forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenisnce and extend wy

thanks in advance for any aid ;gmu can give me on this,

yours very truly,




18 November 1965
USAF U.7,.0, Office
©

Pe “ta”@ﬂ

T gy bt ™o,
Baniian "{Gﬂ Liglsn

I have just received a copy: o; a magazine call

s URG International, publixhed in
Los Angoles by & dr, Gabriel Creen,

dated October 19 Qg}, Hr, Green publishes a aumher of “sauvey”;
L r2rious locations in Jew lexico by & ¥r, dpolinar (Paul) ¥141a, ;
Tey OO1 flagra, k,LQ; Alberquerque, New fexico, Ire Villa allegedly took 8 nlctures
d rin: April 19653 7 are shown in tn mapazing, The $tory also indicates that an

lier series was token in June, 1953 and r, Gre aa haz had postcards made up saow&dg

ese photographs. A copy a$ this post card is orclosed for your information,
tures were takenm in color. I would appreciate knowing 1f the USAF has made -
ol an investigation into fr, V¥illa's experionces = he claims to have mat with |
g 1ked 4o porsons apmraqgum these gaucers - and ; photographs and if 30, wWhat
ions have basn reached about them,

Cor

same i&mhﬂ Q? ”r. &
12905 !

ade of a lrs, adeline
>9riﬁg, ﬂazgiamd Mhﬁ snowed about 13 minud

UFQ on tna 0t  Douglas TV show. I woald apprecisre
baan S : 3

2
been reachoed by the USAF,

1en ainly on some local radio Sbauluﬁﬁ, r&perts 0f flying saucers in
h@ :*a¢1vili /uvuthi“wvﬂn argas of Lomnecticzut., Has the Air lorce done any invest
of thase reporty and what resulis have baen cbtalned?

ition which you may have regar
rial on saucersightings of this

Y
i
Sk

i

i A

Any othor inforns
i

b4 ’hﬁ above flyiag savcers reporhs
211 as any mate

i
a8t summer would be welcome,

L

1,nk you very muchs I shall look forward to haaring from you at your esrliess o

very truly yours,

?i'% é;@?% £ & Wee aqetw oot ?%
(Farel Egg 966 but T sk é@,w& o w‘%@% ﬁ?w L e P j
g@%%é%@g ﬁ%‘m@@@www% Hame iy

©

@géﬂﬁv@@@
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