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414/235-6220 O WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 54901

November 30, 1967

Representative Gerald Ford
House ©f Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Representative Ford:

I noted with interest your attempts to obtain a congressional
investigation of UFOs, after the sightings in your state in March
of 1966. I am hoping, theretore, that, if you still feel the same
way toward this subject, you will actively support House Resolution
946 sponsored by Louis C. Wyman of New Hampshire.

My interest in this matter stems from the fact, that to my know-
ledge, I am one of the only, or perhaps the only, scientist actively
investigating UFO reports in Wisconsin and the surrounding areas (in-
cluding Upper Michigan). I have on file, taped accounts of sightings
(including close-proximity sightings), drawings of objects made by
observers, and a 30 sec., 8 mm. color movie of a UFO taken by a Police-

man in Illinois,This evidence convinces me that UFOs exist as a phenom-

enon in the sky and that they should be considered to be an area of

~ralid interest and importance, by everyone. A definite answer to this
. /problem should be found, and I believe a congressional investigation

is an important first step in this regard. One inconclusive pattern
I have noted in the Wisconsin~Upper Michigan sightings that I have
investigated also convinces me that this phenomenon could be of great
importance and concern to this country.

I would be willing to brief you on the data I have, should you
desire. I have already talked to Representative William Steiger in
this respect and Representative Wyman currently has in his possession
the movie I mentioned above. 1If I can be of any help to you with
regard to your decision to support or oppose House Resolution 946,
please feel free to contact me,

I have also enclosed with this letter a copy of an article I
published in the October, 1967 issue of Fate magazine. I believe it
sheds new light on the "swamp gas' sightings in your state of last
year and thought you might be interested in reading it.

Respectfully yours,

Allen R. Utke, Ph.D.
Asst. Prof. of Chemistry

ARU/3b
Enc.

PHOTOCOPY FROM GERALD FORD L iBRARY




DR.ALLEN ‘R, UTKE, born i |

holds a position as assistant professor

936 in-Rock Island,
HL, obtained a B.S. in chemistry from  Augustana
College and an M.S. and Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry
from the State University of fowa. He presently

of chemistry
at Wisconsin State University in Oskkosh.

He has been interested in UFOs for several years;
having written ‘and lectured extensively” on the sub.

ject as well a3 participating in radio and TV discus-

sions. He “is an active member of NICAP {National

Investigations Commitiee ot Actial Phenomena) and
a.consultant on the staff of APRO {Aerial Phenomena

Research Organization).

WILL-O-THE-WISP OR

Any of the three can give mere men a

- UFQs?

merry chase. Which played the lead in Michigan's show?

L ARLY IN March, 1966, strange
objects began to be seen in
the Michigan skies and on March
14, 17, 20 and 21 they provided
the spectacular UFO show which

On Mareh 17 other eivilians
and policemen watched Act I,
another predawn show in the sky
over another part of the same

Michigan county:

was 50 well-publicized in newss

papers- across the country.

Act I of the show was staged
on March 14 near Ann Arbor in
Washtenaw County when strange
lighted objects performed in the
predawn sky before an audience
of amazed civilians and law en-
forcement officers.
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Act III began on the night of
March 20. The stage had shifted
to'a swampy area near Dexter, a
small town about 10 miles west
of Ann Arbor. ‘At about eight-
thirty 'in “the evening: a local
farmer named Frank Manor and
his son Ronald claimed they had
seen-a bright object, like a mete

farm.

or, drop out of the sky and ylyand
about a half mile from their
They said they ap-
proached to within about 500
yards of an object that was flash-
ing red, white and blue lights
from  where ‘it sat just off the
ground in the swamp.

After the Manors reported, a
erowd of over 50 persons includ-
ing police gathered quickly and

watched the same object and -

several similar objects perform
gyrations on the ground and in
the skies near Dexter. Several of
the elusive objects were chased
by police in six separate patrol
cars.

The grand finale of this UFO
spectacular came on the follow-

ing night, March 21, in Hillsdale, .

Alichy, 50 miles west of Dexter.
slisdale Civil Defense Director
Hinm  Van Horn,. a college
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dean, and 87 co-eds watched for
several hours from a safe dis-
tance as a UFO alternately hov-
ered and maneuvered over a
swamp near the Hillsdale Col-
lege campus.

Several minor curtain calls fol-
lowed the Hillsdale sighting but
the big show was over afler
March 21,

“Unfortunately the experts ar-
rived too late to see the perform-
ance. But Maj, Hector Quinta-
nilla, head of Project Bluebook; -
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, professor of
astronomy at Northwestern Uni-
versity and civilian consulfant to
the Air Force on UFOs, and sev-

“eral United States Air Force offi-

cers might not have arrived at
all” if the. Dexter and Hillsdale
sightings ~hadn’t received such
wide press and television cover-
age! Once on the scene they con-
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objects on March 20 and 21,
It was at thig point that Dy
Hynek,  spokesman “for the Air
- Foree, found himself in g tight
spot. Public pressture for an ex-
blanation had mounted quickly
because of the publicity given
the sightings and Dr, Hynek was
directed by the Air Forece to state
his views — although of course
hie had not seen the play!
Later he explained in an arti
cle in the December 17, 1968,
Saturday Evening Post:
“In the midst of this confusion
I got a message from the Air
Force: There would be 1 press
conference and I would issue a
statement about the cause of the
sightings. It did me no good to
protest, to say that as yet I had
no real idea what had caused the
reported  sightings in  the
swamps. I was to have a press
conference, ready or not.
“Searching for a justifiable ex-
“planation of the sightings I ve-
membered a phone eall from a
botanist at the University of
Michigan who called my  atten-
tion to the phenomenon of burn-
ing swamp gas . . . After learn-~
ing more about swamp gas from
other Michigan scientists I de-
cided that it was =& ‘possible’

fined their investigation to these
two sightings only. Visiting Dex.
ter - and  Hillsdale they tallkied
with many of those persons who

claim {0 have geen the flying

explanation that I waould

the reporters;’

As it turned out thiz was

unfortunate choice of *'poss

answers and Dr. Hynek prompt.
Iy found himsels stuck with it
For at the hastily-called Dresy
conference on March 25 the rex
borters present ignored his word
“possible’” and many of the sto-
ries the next day not only stated
Swamp gas was the cause of the
Michigan sightings but implied it
was the cause of other Uro
sightings as well Major Quinta-
nilla further tightened Hynek’s
position when he publicly said
the swamp pas theory satisfied
him and placed the Michigan
sightings in  the “explained’?
category.

In the Saturday Evening Post
article Dr. Hynek seemed to ex-
bress some regret over his hast
ily chosen theory. But the public
has shown no inclination to dis-
associate Dr. Hynek and swamp
gas and he remains stuck with
what has become 3 very contro«
versial theory,
It seems the whole country iz
divided “into " three schools of
thotight about the swamp gas
theory - pro, con and confused.
Some persons have simply ac-
cepted the theory at face value
and a recent Gallup poll indi-
cated that thig explanation i
now one of the six most frequ

G v
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ly given by persons who aite

£ prenonena. Othe
+ the theory, often vio-
most persons  still
w what to think al-
they -tend ‘more toward
rather than belief of the
ion.

E"cz-hzxps in the end the contro-

sy will serve a useful pur-
sose; for the sclentists may be
foreed to give consideration to
the three questions at the heart
of the controversy: '

(1} Does swamp gas reall
exist? .

(2) If swamp gas does exist
what is it?

(3) Is swamp gas a logical ex-
planation for the Michigan UFO
sightings? ,

The third question cannot be
answered without answering the
first two although many persons
including Air Force personnel
have attempied to do just that.
The problem lies in the fact that

most people know very little
- about swamp gas and it seems

almost as mysterious as the Hy-
ing  saucers themselves. The
question becomes, what does sci-
ence know about swamp gas?

_ DOEs swaMP GAS ExisT?
z') EFORE WE CAN consider
SwWamp gas with any knowl-

N
H

just plain gas. Webster’s
vivith New Collegiate Diction-
Y dcupyright 1965) defines gas,

‘ability we must stop to con-

. v ¥ 254
WL THESWISP OR UFOs? 45

as “a fluid (as 4ir) that hag
neither independent shape nor
volume but tends to expand in-
definitely.”

We immediately are in {rouble
with swamp gas as sn explana-
tion- for the Michigan UFOs bes
cause the reports indicate they
did have independent shape and
they did not expand indefinitely.
Moreover, swamp gas must be
assumed fo be spontancously
combustible and if this is 50, how
is it so? ,

Down the ages there have been
stories  of  curious unearthly
lights seen over bogs, swamps
and gravevards. This phénome-
non:- has' been called variously
will-o’-the-wisp, corpse candle,
fox fire, jack-o™lantern, friar's
lantern, spunkie and ignis fatu-
us. The latter term comes from
the Latin and means foolish fire
or fool’s fire.

Many  legends have built up
around this phenomenon in times
past. In  Britain it wag thought
that' the  flickering blue lights
lured travelers deeper and deep-
er into the swamps and thus to
their doom. In the folkiore of
many lands ignis fotuus is an
omen of death. Even today the
name frequently -is applied to
anything which is misleading.

We no longer fear the phe-
nomenon . and ‘today the lights
simply are attributed to a lumi-
nous - gas emanating, from the




amp gas by those claiming
to have seen it usually agree
quite’ clogely, They will tell you
they saw flame-like, torch-like,
balloon-shaped or mushroome-
shaped lights on a windless sum-
mer or warm autumn everning,
The lights were either  on the
ground or just above it; they
were pale blue with an oceasion-
al tinge of sore other color bk
they never are described  as
white. The lights usually are
only a few inches in size and
seldom larger than four or five
feet long or in diameter. They

may appear to be steady or they

may flicker on and oft as if ex
tinguished and reignited. If they
do not actually move they pive
the impression of moving if sev-
eral of them flicker on and off in
close proximity. Or they may ac-
tually rise into the air. But they
_rarely rise more than five to 19
feet off the ground before they
are extinguished. No single
fame or ball of Swamp gas ever
is described as lasting more than
4 minute or so before it is extin.
guished. The only sound ever de-
scribed in connection with these

lights is an ‘occasional Popping
sound.

%ANY SCIENTISTS are-

among those -who over a pe-
riod of hundreds of years have
reported seeing luminoug swamp

inous

gas. Oddly enough, however, ng
exténsive or comprehensive sei.
entific’ study of natural swamp
gas ever has been undertaken,
The research that has been done
has been concerned

with - at-
tempting to duplicate in the lab-

oratory the process by which
Swamp gas ‘may be produced. in ,

“nature,

Scientists seem no longer to
question the fact that swamp gas
containg methane, probably in
mMost cases as its chief compo-
nent. In fact, for over 50 vears
methane frequently has been
nicknamed marsh gas..

A French scientist, N. Gre.
hant, analyzed a sample of natu-

Tal swamp gas in 1908 and re.
ported that he found it contained
_considerable quantities of meth-
ane. Several other studies of nat.
ural swamp gas also have sub.
stantiated this. Ang studies of
synthetic swamp gas produced
in the laboratory indicate the
chief component is methane,

Methane also ig the chief com-
ponent of natural gas. One might
Say swamp gas is a lot like the
gas that comes out of the burner
O your gas stove except that the

latter has had an odorant added,
Swamp gas then, when it burns,
obviously shoulg look a lot like
the gas flame on a stove.
Exactly how swamp gas forms
and why it. burns are questions
the scientists  cannot answer

s VAN GAS, WILL-O-THE-WISP OR UFOs? 37

compietely yel. Some  scientists
ap ;zrcntly feel  they have
:;;N")ugh information to give some
satisfactory answers. They point
out that methane is a commnion
and abundant product of the bac:
terial decay and decomposition
of practically any kind of organs
ic or-vegetable matter when that
decay oeccurs in oxygen-free
{anaerobic) ‘conditiofis. The es-

sential ingredient produced by

the decay seems to be the bac-
teria that can exist only in the
absence of oxygen. These bacte-
ria are found extensively in
black mud and decaying vege:
table maiter.

In nature methane forms most
often when plants die and de-
compose under warm water. The

water excludes oxygen and this

favors the development of the
necessary  bacteria, The decay
takes place for the most part in
late summer and early autumn
because of the heat and a swamp
or marsh obviously is ideally
suited for the process. In the
case of a shallow swamp a sud-
den freeze may trap the gasg until
a  spring thaw releases it. So
swamp gas is occasionally seen
in the spring.

The " anaerobic bacteria that
cause the decay have not been
studied as extensively as most
other types of bacteria because
of the difficulties involved in pro-
“ucing them in a pure state in an

oxygen-free atmosphere.  Never-
theless, about eight different
species have been studied in lab-
oratories since 1937. Some scien-
tists even have succeeded in duy-
plicating the decay process un-
der laboratory conditions,

As to how swamp gas ignites to
become luminous, scientists can
make only educated guesses. Not
enough research has Dbeen ¢on-
ducted on swamp gas to say for

-sure but one theory has been

around since 1850. Many scien-
tisls believe the decay probably
results in the formation of imf
bure methane. They speculate
that it may be contaminated
with {wo compounds of phos-
phorous and hydrogen called
phosphine and diphosphine, Di-
phosphine always results, in
lesser quantities, in any process
that produces phosphine. Both
are highly fammable and dis
phosphine will burn spontaneous-
ly when il comes in contact with
air. So as the swamp gas escapes
from the surface of fhe swamp
the diphosphine present prob-
ably ignites spontaneously set-
ting fire to the methane, much
like the pilot light on a gas stove
ignites the methane escaping
from the burner.

Some scientists have found
that methane-air mixtures will
burst into flame spontaneously if
they suddenly are released from
high pressure and allowed to ex-
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pand into the air. Swamp gas

bossibly may ignite in this -way-

~as it escapes from below the sur-

face of the swamp, However, we

must remember, this is only con-

- jecture - and never - has = been

proven.

DOES SWAMP GAS EXPLAIN
THE MICHIGAN UFOs?

SUPERFICIALLY, at least, Dr.

Hynek’s statement that the
Michigan UFOs of March, 1968,
Were swamp gas seems quite
reasonable.

Luminous swamp gas does ex-
ist and it does Droduce an eerie
light consisting of several colors

to hover over swamps, It seems

possible that },umimus, swamp
833 was released by a spring

thaw at Dexter and Hillsdale and
was mistaken by those whe saw
it for something more since peo-

ple are prone ig exaggerate
when they are excited,

Dr. Hynek seems to have
made a valid point when he said,
“A dismal swamp is a most un-
likely place for a visit from outer
space.”’

On the other hand, the swamp
gas theory raises more questions:
about the Dexter and Hillsdale
sightings than it answers. It just
doesn’t “ring true” for three

(1) As Dr. Albert Hibbs, a sei-
entist at the California Institute

“of Technology, recently said,

“The characteristios of swamp
“gas do not accord with what wag
reported.”

For example, the color of
swamp gas is usually pale blue
with tinges of other colors, It
never is reported as being white.
Yet both the Dexter and  Hillg.
dale objects were described as
having brilliant white lights.
Swamp gas emanations  sele
dom get larger than four or five
feet in size, yet both the Dexter
and Hillsdale objects were esti-
mated to be 20 or more feet in
diameter. ~

Swamp gas rarely if ever rises
more than 10 feet in the air, yet
the Dexter object was seen to
drop to the ground from high in
the air then rise again to a
height of about 500 feet before
seltling to the ground again. In

the first place no ball of burning

Swamp gas could last that long

. since all gases expand quickly in

the atmosphere. An odor re.
leased at one point in a room
quickly fills the whole room, for
example, And the tendency of a
hot or burning gas 1o expand or
disperse  is greatly enhanced,
There is nothing inherent in g
ball or flame of methane “to
counter its tendency to expand
and thus swamp gas flares must
be shortlived - usually they are
extinguished within only a min-
ute or so. But in both the Dexter
and Hiﬂsdale' sightings the ob-

s
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e rT view for a long time
s weveral hours inthe latter

it

Foyen dif a ball of swamp gas
were to float high in the air its
speed should be limited by the
speed of the wind. But the object
the Manors saw was described
as passing direetly over them
“in just an instant.” And shortly
after this an object seen over the
nearby town of Chelsea was seen
“departing at a high rate of
speed.”

We also must ask how four

- balls of swamp gas chased by six
- police cars at the site of the

Dexter sighting could outdistance
these cars.

And in all of these sightings
why did the swamp gas retreat
as il was approached?

How can we account for the
sound described by Frank Manor
as ‘“‘like one of those new police
sirens, kind of like shooting a
bullet through a canyon?’” This
certainly was not the popping
sound usually  associated  with
swamp gas. .
~ And how can we explain the
higher than normal levels of ra-
dioactivity found at the site of
the Hillsdale sighting by  Civil
Defense Director William Van
Horn? Swamp gas is not radio-
active and Van Horn was quite
convinced the radioactivity was
caused by the object seen.

These are some of the unan-

WiILL-O-THE-WISP OR UFOs? :

swered questions Hynek’s theor
seems to raise,.

(2) Another difficulty with tt
swamp gas theory is that even
it ‘explains the Dextér and Hill
dale sightings of March 20 and &
it does not account for the sigh
ings of March 14 and 17.

On March 14 near Dexter tw
deputy sheriffs witnessed  fou
discs “flying in line formation
in the predawn hours. They ri
ported these objects “‘coul
move at fantastic speeds, mak
very sharp turns, dive and clim

cand hover with great maneuve

ability.”? If this account is tiu
these objects {seen in the Dexte
area) obviously could net hav
been swamp gas,

(3) A last detractor of ih
swamp gas theory is the fac
that those persons who saw th
objects live in or near swamp,
areas. At least some of then
must be familiar with the ap
pearance of luminous swam;
gas. -And yet to a person the
were convinced swamp gas i
not what they saw,

Frank Manor said simply, I
was. an object .. . I don’t cam
who believes me. I believe me.”

Mrs. Manor who also saw the
object later remarked, *I’'m nc
professor and I'm not as edu
cated as him but I think Di
Hynek was all wrong.”

Dexter - Police Chief Robert
Taylor saw the object and said,
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“I have no idea what it was but I
don’t think it was swamp gas.”
Perhaps Patrolman Robert
Hunawill best summed up the
statements, of the many witnesg.
s when he said, “It’s not marsh
8as! My reaction to Dr. Hynek is
the same as the rest of the peo-
ble around here. He made us
look like fools: 1 don’t think he’l]
get any cooperation out of these
beople anyrmores.’’

REEVALUATING THE SWAMP
CGAS THEORY
WAMP GAS does not seem
adequately to explain  the
Dexter and Hillsdale sightings
and does not take into decount
the previous sightings on March
i4 and 17 in the same area.
It seems to raice more ques-
tions than it answers.
~ Those who saw the objects are
convinced they did not see
Swamp gas. And at least some of
these people are familiar with
the phenomenon of swamp gas.
Moreover, many persons who

FATEf

did not see the objects but who
are  familiar with swamp gas

also question Dr. Hynek’s the.
biologist
iversity, ;
summed up- his feelings about !

Ory. Dr. Neil Harriman,
at Wisconsin  State Un

SwWamp . gas as follows:
in
over a small marshy arm of a
city park lake in Ferguson, St.
Louis County, Mo. It was July or
August and the air was very hot,
humid and st The appearance
Wwas of a bluish-white mass of
vaporous material, Very roughly

globular or spherical, making no
sound  and rising very g

berhaps five or six feet before
going out. The light was soft and
diffuse, not at all like any “‘me-
chanical” light source I have
ever seen. The ignited gas did
not move at all ‘rapidly nor in
any  clegrly  defined shape s 1
cannot imagine that it could
have been mistaken for any ma-
chine or contrivance.”

NO COFFEE BREAK FOR DEATH

AS GEORGH GREEN, 59, wag inst
drain in Cold Spri
a half dozen of his fe}low workers d

o aceompany thern but he said he
wanted to stay ‘and finish up his end

broken cesspool

returned they found the trench

to revive him failed,

alling n length of pipe in a
ng Harbor, Long Island, N.Y.,
ecided to take their morning

of the job. When the others

in which Green was working - had
collapsed and buried him. They dug hi

meout quickly but their efforts

“I saw swamp gas one evening
the summer of 1950 or 1951

ently
ihrough the air to g height or =

The GALLUP POLL Reports:

Extent of acceptance of credibility of '"saucers

' ' agaries of public opinion.
astonishes pollsters long accustomed to vag I

By George H. Gallup, 11, and John O, Davies, IH*E

ATE ONE NIGHT a Danville,

.4 111., housewife and her hus-
band were driving home along a
dreary stretch of highway. :Sud—
denly a strange, plowing light
above the car altracted her ats
tention.

What the woman saw, she later
told a Gallup Poll interviewer,
was . a saucer<shaped object
about 10 or 12 feet in diameter
hovering aboul 50 feet above the
car.” The object followed them
for “five or six minutes and then.
raised up suddenly and shot off
out of view.”

When asked about the feeling
she had as she viewed her ‘“‘sau-
cer’’ she said she was oo excited
to be afraid. ‘“Anyway,” she
pointed out, ‘“we probably could

*¥ is - Managing Director of
theMEalﬁapu%’)ou (Amergzan Institute of
P%\}/ilrm ]ﬁ%xx_nggxg. the organization’s editor. ’

a1

have gotten away before ‘anyone
could get down and out of it.”?
What was it? ; 7
“Our government has some-
thing to do with it, I'm surey of
that,”’ she reasoned. “They’ve
been experimenting with  some-
thing like ‘this for years.” ’
She and her husband weren’t
the only ones to see the phenc?zm
enon “that night. Shortly after
their experience two Iilinois state
policemen reportedly spoited a
similar object near Danville and
followed it in their car for 1(}
miles until it vanished abruptly.
The experience of this Danville
couple is not .as rare as ong
might believe. Although as many
as 11,000 sightings have been re-
ported to the United States Air

Force, the Gallup Poll }xgs dis.
covered that somewhere in the

neighborhood of five ';ﬁillic
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I’\T THE TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ocroeer 17,1967

Mr, Wysax. _submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Rules

RESOLUTION

1 Resolved ‘That the Committee on Science and Astro-
9 nautics, acting as a whole or by subcommittee, is authorized
3 and directed to conduct a full and complete investigation and
4 study of unidentified flying objects.

5 For the purpose of carrying out this resolution the com-
6 mittee or subcommittee is authorized to sit and act during the
7 present Congress at such times and places within the United
8 States, including any Commonwealth or possession thereof,
9 whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has ad-
10 journed, to hold such hearings, and to require, by subpena or
11 otherwise, the attendance and testimony of such witnesses

12 and the production of such books, records, correspondence,

v




10

11
12

14

2
memorandums, papers, and documents, as it deems necessary;
except that neither the committee nor any subcommittee
thereof may sit while the House is meeting unless special
leave to sit shal @ been obtair from the House. Sub-
penas may be issued underuthe 31gnature of the chairman of
the committee or any member of the committee designated by

him, and R f be served by any person designated by such

chalrman or member.

“'The ‘committee ‘sh;tll report to the House as soon as
practicable during the preseﬁt Clongress the results of its
investigation and study, together with such recommendations
as it deems admsa,b}e. Any such report Whmh is made when
.the House is not in sesswn Qhall be ﬁled W1th the Clerk of
the House



"R [, RES. 946
RESOLUTION

To authorize the Committee on Science and
Astronautics to conduct an investigation and
study of unidentified flying objects.

By Mr. Wyman

Ooroser 17, 1967
Referred to the Committee on Rules
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BY JOHN G. FULLE
A STRANGE SERIES of incidents in the University of Colorado Unidentified
Flying Objects study has led to a near-mutiny by several of the staff scien
_tists, the dismissal of two Ph.D’s on the staff and the re%wnatwn o
”pro;ect s administrative assistant.
 The study, announced as a totally objective scientific investigati ;
one of the most puzzhna" phenomena of modern times, has already conventional
' : ommlttee is schedule tions, hoaxes

The announcement by the Secretary of Daf&nss in October, 1
that the Air Force had selected Dr. Edward U. Condon and the Unive
_ of Colorado for the UFO research contract was welcomed both by skepti
observers and those convinced of the existence of flying saucers. ' ~ From the bewfmnmgg ,
Maj Donald Keyhoe and his National Investwatmns Committee Robert Low, the pro;ect cooic

_ment’s National Bureau of Standar&s from 1, 45 to 195 His leadership
, appeared to promise pure scientific objectivity in the study. ()nly two de-
ails seemed to d:sturh some observers.

_ assure 'he
' The project staff received a minor J()lt early in Dctober of 1966, when
the Denver Post published a story: CU AIDE SLAPS UFO sTUDY. Low
quoted as saying that the UFO project “comes preth close to the cr
of nonacceptablhty” as a umver:uty functmn ' "

for clabate over that statement, Br" , ]
_Hynek, chairman of the Depart ent of Astronomy of Nnrﬁlwastern t
versity and one of the few scientists in the country who had given U
serious study, gave the sta the background information he had acqu
in his 20 years as scientifie consultant for the Air Force. Later, suc
thorities as Major Keyhoe and Richard Hall from Nicap, Maj. H
Quintaniila, of the Air Force UFo study, and Dr. James McDonald s
physicist at the Institute of Atmospheric Physws and prafessor in th
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 this statement: “Although we retain some reser-
1s f Dr. 'Céndon' s attitudes eonveyed throucfh

wath }us office some dlstance away, did not appear
the staff felt that it was often frustrating to try to

pattof a general ﬁvera I pohcy to keep the
, ,and dag ger category {In a later memo, Low said:

resh details. The ‘memo, labeled “Same Thoughts

been written before the contract was signed. In

y would be conducted almost excluswely by non-
ev cmx}dnt possibly prove a negative result,

olocy and secmlovy sf persons and vroups who re-
£ the emphams were put here, rather than , na-

%

e trick would be”” to ““appear” objective

On September 18, Condon, Low and Saunders met for the first time
many weeks. As a result of his reading of the memo, Saunders was deep-
concerned about the negative approach to the uro problem. It would
easy, he felt, to concentrate on the nut-and-kook cases and persuasively

liminate any serious consideration of the real problem,

The meeting went on for three hours. Low did most of the talking.
ndon seemed tired. Low’s position was that Saunders was stickmg hls
se into something that was none of his business. Condon’s p051tmn was
t he didn’t understand what Saunders was talking about. ;

Saunders was led to believe that if by chance the Extra Terrestrial
elligence (ETI) hypothesis was substantiated, the announcement would
sent by Condon directly to the Air Force and the President, and never
allowed to go to the public. This troubled him, because Saunders had
n given a clear understanding that the report would go first to the

ational Academy of Sciences, then to the public and Air Force simul-

eously. Saunders felt he could not let the problem drop. Another meet--

was agreed to. ,
At this point, Keyhoe suddenly sent word that NICAP was going to take
trong stand against the Condon committee and no longer would supply
atemal and reports. The reason, Keyhoe said, was a new speech made
Condon at the Atomic Spectroscopy Sym m at Gaithershurg, Md.,
n September 13, 1967. A report of the ne ondon speech had already

d Dr. McDonald in a letter from a col ague at the University of
1zona William 8. Bickel, assistant professor of physics on the campus.

- - - Dr. Condon’s speech was funny and entertaining,” Bickel v

But to me, it was also disappointing and surprising. Dr Conden mpha- ,

zed mostly funny things. Hﬁ told of an offel made to

0 a UFo crew. . . . He told how Hie trac

that it
those of
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solve thi
talk was
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ately rec
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be disco
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_eliminat
. objectivi

unbiasec



vy likely a hoax. . .. My feelings about UFo’s are simila= fo
y people—I don’t know what they are, I believe people are
lings, and I believe a scientific attack on the problem will
tery—whatever they are. . ., The net effect of Dr. Condon’s
if not negative. .. .” ‘
.0 Bickel, McDonald wrote, “. .. The erackpots are so immedi-
able that one need not waste any time at all on them. . .., [ fail
- why a scientific group should be given an address by any
: Colorado team on the topic of the crackpot fringe. ...”
me from Keyhoe that he was drafiing a long letter to the
y group, and NICAP would reconsider its cooperation only if
»a list of questions were satisfactory.
mber 27, the Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Colo.) pub-
adline: UFO RESEARCH CHIEF AT CU DISENCHANTED. Condon
saying: “I'm almost inclined to think such studies ought to
»d unless someone comes up with a new idea on how to ap-
sblem. . . . The 21st century may die laughing when it Ieoks
things we have done. This [the UFo study] may be one.”
rity of the staff began exploring several proposals, including
of the entire staff resigning en masse or issuing a press re-
ority report. Another proposal was the establishment of an
cientific group to explore the rational sighting reports and
srackpot-fringe static. There was general agreement that an
y of the Uro problem should be made and that accurate and
ings-should reach the National Academy of Sciences, the
e Air Force. A confrontation with Low and Condon was
wdon expressed regret that his statemenis had appeared in
>ral members of the staff mld of then* coneern that the con-
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 Houseof Representatives, UI.S.

Mr. Paul Nadan
Associate Editor
Crown Publishers, Inc.
419 Park Avenue, S.
New York, N. ¥. 10016
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< Telephone (211) 685-8550 Cable Address Letoux NE

§ i g N {j ®

419 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N. Y, 10016
January 2, 1968

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
Office of the Minority Leader
House of Representastives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Ford:

I note that the UFQ study at the University of
Colorado is belng additionally funded, and that
the completed report will be submitted for review
to the National Academy of Sciences on September 30.

Regarding your interest in doing an introduction
to the report and its publiemtion by us along with
ths report, be .able to obtai

the re abe.
extr

_.8Xul fgeful
__be made publi,

I wonder what you think of this.
My very best wishes,

Sincerely,

Paul Nadan
Associate Editor

PN/bh
[ 342

P.S. TI've enclosed a copy of your last letter to me.
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA ;
ADMINISTRATIVE Qnr

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE WASHINGTON, D, C, 20036 : 1536 CONNECTICUT AV

USMC (reET.) DIRECTOR

GORDON 1. R, LORE, JR.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR TELEPHONE: (202) 687

COMPLIMENTARY COPY

This copy of the Report on the UFO Wave of 1947 is

sent with the compliments of the authar s who hopes
that you will find it of interest,

Ted Blioecher

¢/o National Investigations ;
Committee on Aerial Phenomena
1536 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
waﬁhington, D.C. 2%36
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Vernon Harris
212 Albert St.
Sebewaling, Michigan

March 8, 1968

Gerald Ford
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Ford,
You are 1n a position to help me in a matter that
important to our ﬁgunty_and‘tﬁ~man ind.

Have you wondered why our scientists have mansged keep the

U.F.Q. investigation going for elghteen years and give no new

information on the subject. ;
Here is some food for tﬁemght;i’Th@fé‘ié miiii@ns of dollers at
stake in a patent on the po@@? $§s§eﬁg§haiaya6e ships use and I say
space ships as many of our s&ieﬁtiéi&,&é% ﬁeiiavgfwéﬁhgve visitors
-~ rome another planet with ssieﬁtifi¢ kn$wié§gé thsuaand& of yesrs
ahesd of our time. I probabley kﬁ@®~m$rekéﬁéﬁt-the ships and the
bower system the use than any other man and I know this will reguire
the combined effort of a iarg@pﬁumbe?;sciéntific minds and millions of
dollars to build the power system. .
The money the government is wasting on thé investigation is
not Important, the security of our coantr?‘is im@@ftant and it is
possible the Russian Scientists could obtain the same knowledge I
have and be working on the power system and if thevbuild the System

firset we sre in serious trouble.



-

1 have sufficient facts and evidence and will submit to =2 poly=

graph test to prove beyond doubt that we have space ships from anmtq@r

planet and I hope to prove one @r;m@re cient%sts have known this for
several years. ‘
I would like to talk this over with vgu éﬁdkﬁﬁ§1$xn some facts
that are impossible to exalai ix a=: f; after you evaluete the facﬁ§f 
and evidence I have, I am sure wc ce kk s should be brought to
the attention our scientists as samn as yssaiblé.
I was advised to takéfﬁhis efmr@ ﬁh@ 7nvestwgmtlng committee
in Weshington and hgve two s@ient%n ;fﬂ\ﬁyysxﬁzsﬁ aqd an electricsl @ngihé

of whom I will nsme later tO testlfy.~

The @ngineer snd the pmyg%bist wlll be there to verify my statements
on the ships snd the power syst%mg %  sclentists will be thers in
their own defence and to try and pfavé‘ ;‘Wraﬁqkf

A number of our scientists sre %thetsa and 1 suggest all who

testifly be asked to take a lie a@t@ctof~te‘ﬁ ﬁa b@‘éufe we will hesr
the truth. k |
L have no use for publict t§~ofkaﬁy kindkn;i~wi}1 explain the vert-
ical power system the ships use and how it aﬁerstes and 1 am sure there
will be facts brought to lzwhﬁ that should not b@ P“l@“$9ﬁ %a the press.
Perhaps you can suggest another way to brign this to the sttention

of our sclientists, whatever method you decide on will be ﬁgr@@abl@ with

n
.

we a ong as 1t serves the purpose.
Would it be possible to have the unidiried U.F.0, photogﬁéphs at
Wright Patterson avsilsble? They are not méeessa?y to prove my case,
however they will furnish valusble information es I will identify the

bictures to the satisfsctlon of all concerned. So far the scientists havs

refused to let me identify the pictures.



Since 1965 I have talked to several sclentists on this subject
and one Sci@ﬁtigt‘aaid many of his frieﬂﬁé and co-workers in the
& $Giamcé believe the U, F. Q*}S éf@~shﬁps fr@ﬁ outer spsce
amnd believe the alir fgrﬁé ép the~acienﬁi$téigvestig9ting the U. . @.*§ 
are with holding the truth. fﬁé‘5§i§ §6‘wQﬁ1@ 1ike to see the truth
brought out in the op%ﬁ and ?ﬁ?iﬁéd‘mﬁ‘%® ﬁ8Ré"ﬁﬁis to Weshington end
prove the ships are fpsm'outér‘sﬁaﬁ% éﬁdkalﬁar-ﬁhe way for our sclen-
tists to go to work on th@'ggwef‘gyskem;“: ‘  ; ;

‘I will appreciste your help.

Bincerely yours,

b

 Vernon Herris







8523 Cedel Drive
Houston, Texas 77055
dpril 12, 1968

Dear Bir:

in researching the topic my English class will debate, I
have come upon your name, I call upon you for any
assistance that you could offer. The topic is: "Resolved
that U. F. 0's Do Exist",

This poses several questions to me as a debater and as a
result I would be grateful for your views on the subject.
Several channels that I would appreciate information on are:

1. How many investigations of aerial phenomenon
have been left unsolved by the U. 5. Air Force?

2, What are the views of different authorities upon
the subject of U, F. 0,'s?

3. What were the results and conclusions of
"Project Bluebook'?

Please send material,brochures and phamplets to:

John Anderson
8523 Cadel Drive
Houston, Texas 77055
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Gerald R, F@rﬁ ...
Congress of the United Dtates = =
Houge of n@yrwmwnt&ﬁives .
Washinsgton, D, C, 20815 =

Dear 3Sir:

ts vou to lkwvm vsuf i ion of

z
icmal inter&st

Certainly, you ar: filiar with U?E or "fly-

ing saucers! as tn rm commonly called., What do
vou believe they ar Ars they all m@ra?v optical

iilhaﬁana, zL%iRt@F@?“t&@i@ﬂ& of natural nhencm@ma,‘

or mess hysteria, as some would have us believet?
Or is there more to thenm? ‘_1‘r@a11g would llke the
opinion of 2 learned man, such &ﬁ‘yeurﬁaif, as to
the nature o t% UFC auwm§i

s

i
d

Uz o gl 1
@y 0l
o S

¢, duanills
. Tavlor Street

CANTY 3

cge, Galifornia 95112
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