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PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEETING WITH ROY WILKINS 
AND CIVIL RIGHTS COMMUNITY 

Monday, June 14, 1976 
2:00 p.m. (60 minutes) 
The Cabinet Room 

FROM: Jim Can~ 

II BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: This is the third in a series of meetings 
with groups from outside the Administration who have 
varying views on the issue of school de~egregation. 
Members of this group hold exceedingly strong views 
in favor of court-imposed school desegregation and 
meeting with them will permit them an opportunity 
to express those views to you first-hand. 

B. Participants: A list of the participants is attached. 

C. Press Plan: Meeting to be announced. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

• 

1. As you know, we are here to discuss· the posture of the 
Administration on the school desegregation issue. While 
your leader, Roy Wilkins, asked for this meeting, I have 
been meeting with a number of groups concerned about this 
issue to hear their views so that I can broaden my own 
perspective and thinking on the matter. 

2. Before we discuss the particular initiatives the Adminis­
tration is currently considering, I would like to try to 
establish a fra~ework to guide our discussion. There 
should be no question in the mind of any person in this 
room as to my total commitment to the goal of equality 
of educational opportunity for all Americans. The 
notion of separate schools for separate races and any 
action of the part of any public entity to foster 
separate schools is totally abhorrent to me. I also 
believe that every American child has a right to a good 
education. The question, then, is not whether we are 
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for or against these objectives; rather the question 
is how best do we achieve these objectives. 

3. In my view, court-ordered, forced busing is not the 
best way, or even a good way, to achieve any of the 
objectives I have talked about. And I believe that 
most people, black and white, know this as a matter 
of common sense. This is why, with the help of the 
Attorney General and the Secreta.ry of Health, 
Education, and Welfare and others within the 
Administration, I am looking for alternatives to 
court-ordered busing. 

4. I know that each of you has a strong view on this 
matter, however, which I would like to hear. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

ARONSON> Arnold 
Secretary., Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; 
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council; 
Rye, New York. 

BIEMILLER, Andrew 
AFL-CIO. 

BRODY, David 
Director, Anti-Defamation League B'nai B'rith; Chevy Chase. 

BROWN, Ronald 
Washington Director, National Urban League. 

BURKE, (Hon.) Yvonne 
Chairperson, Congressional Black caucus, U.S. House 
of ~epresentatives. 

CAPLAN, Marvin 
Executive Director, Washington Office, Lead~rship 
Conference on Civil Rights~ . . 

GREENBERG, Jack 
Director and Counsel, NAACP Legal Defense Fund; 
New York City. 

HEIGHT, (Miss) Dorothy 
. President, National Council of Negro Women; New York City. 

HIGGINS, Msgr. George-
Secretary for Research, U.S. Catholic Conference; 
Washington, D.C. 

JONES, Nathaniel, Esq. 
General Counsel, NAACP; Ridgewood, New Jersey. 

JORDAN, Vernon 
Executive Director, National Urban League; 
Hartsdale, New York. 

MITCHELL, Clarence 
Legislative Chairman, Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights; Director, Washington Bureau NAACP. 

POLLARD, William 

• 

Director, Civil Rights Department, AFL-CIO; 
Washj.ngton, D.C • 
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RAUH, Jos~ph L., Esq. 
Counsel, Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; 
Washington, D.C. 

RUSTIN, Bayard 

.• 

Chairman; Executive Committee, Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights; President, A. Philip Randolph.Institute; 
New York City. 

WARDEN, Richard 
... 

Director of Legis~ation, UAW; Washington, D.'C • 

. WILKINS, Roy 
Chairman, Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; 
Executive Director, NAACP; Jamaica, New York. 

·. 

Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
Secre~ary F. David Mathews, HEW 

Jim Cannon 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Paul O'Neill 
Dick Parsons 

-A E<l Schmul ts . . . . •... -:.. . . . . ... . ~··· ...... . : .. . .. .. .. . 
· •· ·' • ·~· · "····"' itr't:·'· Qtler n · · ·· ,.,. .-, ···· · ·· · ' ·'" · .. ". ·.~; ........ ·.· -:;:·. ·.· ... · ... '.. .. . . .. ~. ~--·~:~:· :··.·.:·: .. ; :·.· ! .... . . ...... . .... : ........ . 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES} 

FORM OF 
CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION DOCUMENT 

Form Executive Protective Service appointment form for meeting in the 6/14/1976 c 
Cabinet Room on June 14, 1976 (2 pages) 

File Location: 

James M. Cannon Files, Box 7, "Busing - Presidential Meetings (3) (6/13/1976 - 6/17/1976)" I SMD/ 2/11/2015 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
(B} Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1-98) 
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To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 11, 1976 

From: 

Jim Cannon' 

Phil Buch=? 

Attached is the background 
information for the people 
who will be attending the 
meeting with the President 
on Monday, June 14, at 
2:00 p. m., which will be 
needed for clearance purposes. 

· · · ·cc: Jim: Cdnnor 
Jane Dannenhauer 
Executive Protection Service 
Secret Service 

. .... 

I 
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WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 
DOCUMENT 

List List of Participants for June 14, 1976 meeting (3 pages) N.D. c 

File Location: 

James M. Cannon Files, Box 7, "Busing - Presidential Meetings (3) (6/13/1976 - 6/17/1976)" I SMD/ 2/11/2015 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1-98) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

June 11, 1976 

JIM CANNON /) 

PHIL BUCHE' ) ': 

Attached is a list of people who have been 
invited to attend the meeting with the 
President on Monday, June 14, 1976, at 
2:00 p.rn. to discuss the busing issue. 
It is possible that not all of the people 
listed will be able to attend. 

cc: Ed Schrnults 
Dick Parsons 
Bobbie Kilberg 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

SEVENTEEN NINETY BROADWAY NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 • 212-245-2100 

June 9, 1976 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Enclosed is the fu11 listing of invitees to 

the.meeting with the President.on Monday, June 14, at 

2: 00 p. m. It is probab 1 e that some of them wi.11 not 

be able to attend on that ~date. 

RW:erb 
Enclosure 

Very sincerely yours, 

·.;ht /?:'.d~ 
. Roy. WiA'kins 
Executive Director 



Margaret Bush Wilson, !1111. 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

Jesse H. Turner 
Treasurer 

Rev. James G. Blake 
Max Delson, Esq. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Dr. W. Montague Cobb 

President 

Alfred Baker Lewis 
Treasurer Emeritus 

Roy Wilkins 
Secretary I Executive Director 

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Dr, J,uclen H. Holman 

• ,Wllllam H, Oliver • 

Romeo Brown 
Silas Craft 
Max Delson 

Dr. Aaron E. Henry 
Hon. Charles V. Johnson 
Westley W. Law 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
William H. Oliver 
Matthew J. Perry 
Or. Eugene T. RHd 

Mrs. Sarah M. Greene 

Kelly M. Alexander, Sr 
E. Gall Anderson 
Ben F. AndrtWs 
Rev. James G. Blake 
Lucile H. Bluford 
Romeo Brown 
Stuart Burns 
Dr. N. K. Christopher 
Dr. W. Montague Cobb 
Nathaniel Cclley, Sr., Esq. 
Silas Craft 
Reginald Crosby 

Dr. Wll I iam E. Allen 
Dr. Viola W. Bernard 
Dr. Russell C. Cecil 
Dr. Nathan K. Christopner 
Dr. Cyril L. Crocker 
Dr. Millard Dean 
Dr. Hubert A. Eaton, Sr. 

Hon. Charles V. Johnson 
Hon. William H. Booth 
Nathaniel S. Colley, Esq. 

William T. Broadnax 

C. R. Darden 
Max Delson, Esq. 
Emmitt J. Douglas 
Wendell Erwin 
Malvin R. Goode, Sr. 
Dr. Harry J. Greene 
Mrs. Sarah M. Greene 
John. H. Gwynn, Jr. 
Rev. Edward A. Hailes 
Gregory Harris 
Ira Haupt, II 
!Jr. Aaron E. Heniy. 

Dr Henry C. Falk 
Dr. Harry J. Greene 

· Dr. Aaron Henry 
Dr. l. H. Holman 
Dr. Claude H. Hudson 
Dr. Allen F. Jackson 
Dr. Herman Jones 

Max Delson. Esci. 
Earl B. Dickerson, Esq. 

Senator EdWard w. B.rooke 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Or. L. H. Holman 
W. Gene Howell 
Dr. H. Claude Hudson 
Charles V. Johns411 .. Esq. 
James Kemp 
Larry King 
Westley W. Law 
Alfred Baker Lewis (Emeritus) 
John J. Mance 
Rev. Emerson Marcee 
Dr. James J. Mcclendon 
Rev, Matthew D. McCollom 

NAllONAL HEALTH COMMITTEE 
Dr. W, Montaglle Cobb; Cliair"'!"' 

Dr. J. Leonidas Leach 
Or. James E. Levy 
Dr, My11 lllgan 
Dr. A. M. "Mackel 
Dr James J. McClendon 
Dr. :r, Carr McFall 
I1r. A. W .. Merclt 

NATJQNAL l.El!AL COMMITTEE 
Dr. Buell G. Gallagher 

NATIONAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sammy Dayls, Jr., National Chairman 

• Vic• Cfttdrmen 

;Mi.tv19 .II; ,GopJle..; Sr. 

Kelly M. Alexander 
Vice-Chairman, Board of Directors 

Dr. Hany J. Greene 
Assistant Treasurer 

Matthew J. Perry, Esq. 
Mrs. Irene H. Smith 

Rev. Charles H. Smith 
Mrs. Irene H. Smith 
Jesse H. Turner 
Margaret Bush Wilson, Ex Officio . ~ 

Vy. llev. •sor.'ii(nAl1balH If'. Mclee 
Richard A. Meyer 

• Wiiiiam ti. Oliver ~ 
Matthew Perty, E1q. 
William E. Pollard 
Dr. Maurice f. Rabb 
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., Esq. 
Dr: Eugene T. Reed 
Thomae Reed 
Evelyn H. Roberts 
Norbert Rome 
Dr.,&, A. "'9!1'911!0re 

Dr. W. E. Miller 
Dr. Matthew Mitchell 
Jltlge Myles A. Paige 
1>~. C. 8. Powell 
Dr. Maurice F. Rabb 
Dr. ~OSJl>h B. R.Q.bjnson or. Sanaitl R~ 

Matthew J. Perry, Esq. 
Hon. Henry R. Smith 

Lester H. Grubman 
Dr. Benjamin F. Grant 

Rev. Charles H. Smith 
Judge Henry R. Smith 
Mrs. Irene H. Smith 
Mrs. Amy Splngam 
James E. Stewart 
Mrs. Jeanette Strong 
Samuel W. Tucker, Esq. 
Jesse H. Turner 
Thomas Turner 
Otis P. Williams 
Margaret Bush Wilson. Esq. 
Leonard Woodcock 

Dr. Theodore M. Sanders 
Dr. Lionel Swan 
Dr. Leroy A. Swift 
Dr. Emerson Walden 
Dr. C. Austin Whittier 
Dr. Robert S. Wilkinson 
Dr. Jane Wright 
Dr. Edward l. Young 

Samuel W. Tucker, Esq. 
Jesse H. Turner 
Margaret Bush Wilson, EJq. 

James J. McCJendon, M.D. 
Dr. Fredda Witherspoon 

Entertainment & Communication Program: Bill Cosby, National Chairman: Charles Sanders, Co-C~airman; John Hargis, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Marie T. Campbell, Secretary 

Dr. Lehman D. Adams, Jr. 
Kelly M. Alexander, Sr. 
Mrs. Ella Anderson 
Mrs. Marlon Beaven 
Jess·e Brown 
H. Franklin Brown. Atty. 
Dr. D'Orsay Bryant 
John Burns 
Danny Burnett 
James C. Caldwell 
Calvin Calhoun 
Mrs. Marie T. Campbell 
Dr. Clinton Canady 
Dan Carpenter 
Robert Cherry 
Nathaniel Colley, Sr. 

Dr. Noble Cooper 
Mrs. Annie M. Daniels 
Ossie Davis 
Alphonso Deal 
Bishop Henry Lewis Ford 
Mrs. Claire D. Foster 
Norma Jean Ganaway 
Dr. W. F. Gibson 
Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
John Hargis 
Mrs. Florence Harrell 
Leon Harris 
Herbert Henderson, Atty. 
James Hicks 
Bishop Clinton J. Hoggard 
Miss Betty Holton 

W. Gene Howell 
Dr. H. Claude Hudson 
Mrs. Brunella Jackson 
Mrs. Margaret Jackson 
Dr. J. W. Jamerscn 
Dr. T. J. Jemison 
James Kemp 
Mrs. Dorthula Knox 
Clarence laws 
Hon. C. E. Lightner 
Jack Maddox 
Rev. Emerson Marcee 
Dr. Charles Mcintosh 
Msgr. Archibald Mclees 
Calvin J. Nelson 
Lloyd Patterson 

Dr. F. J. Pepper 
Mrs. Mary E. Perry 
Nat Peskin 
Wiiiiam Pollard 
Dr. Alvin F. Poussalni 
Dr. Maurice F. Rabb 
A. Phlllp Randolph 
Dr. George Rawls 
Richard W. Richardson 
Rev. Theodore Richardson 
Bishop Hubert N. Robinson 
Mrs. Vir11Jnla Robinson 
Dr. T. E. Rusan 
Charles L. Sanders 
c. O. Simpkins 
Mrs. Irene Smith 

Mrs. Jeanette Smith 
Mrs. Beatrice Steele 
Mrs. Catherine Stewart 
Hon. Percy Sutton 
Ben Swig 
Rev. Gardner Taylor 
Dr. V. F. Thompson 
Mrs. Dorothy Thome 
Hon. Delores Tucker 
Mrs. Barbara Turner 
Dr. William H. Watts 
Robert While 
David Wynne 
Mrs. James Yancey 

.. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: Roy Wilkins, Executive Director; Gloster B. Current, Director. Branches and Field Administration; Nathaniel R. Jones. General Counsel; 
Clarence Mitchell. Director, Washlnflton Bureau; Ina M. Boon, Director, Region IV, Bobbie Branche, Office Manager; James Brown, Jr., Director, Youth Program; 
Virna M. Canson, Director, Retclon I; Walter Christmas, Director, Public Ri!lations; Richard L. Dockery. Director, South West Region; Jerry M. Guess. Director, 
Region II; Herbert H. Hill, Director, Labor Program; Rubv Hurley, Director, South East Region; Edgar Henry, Chief Accountant; Hinton King, Controller; 
Warren Marr, II, Editor, Crisis Magazine; Michael Meyers, Executive Assistant; William R. Morris, Director, Housing Program; William H. Penn Sr., Assistant 
Director: Branches and Field Administration; Mildred B. Roxborouah, Executive Assistant, Althea T. L. Simmons, Director, Education Department; Julius E. 
Williams, Director, Armed Forus & Veterans Affairs. 



LIST OF PERSONS ATTENDING THE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT FORD 
MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1976, at 2:00 p.m. 

M~. Arnold Aronson 

Mr. Andrew Biemiller • 
(OR: William Pollard • 

Mr. David Brody 

Hon. Yvonne Burke 

Mr. Marvin Caplan 

Miss Dorothy Height 

Msgr. George Higgins 

Nathaniel Jones, Esq. 

Mr. Vernon Jordan 

Mr. Clarence Mitchell 

Joseph L. Rauh, Esq. 

Mr. Bayard Rustin 

Hr~ 1A tahard Warden 

Mr. Roy Wilkins 

• 
• 

National Jewish Conmunity Relations 
Advisory Council. Secretary, Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights • 

• Director, Legislative Department, AFL-CIO 
• Director, Civil Rights Department, AFL-CIO) 

Director, Anti-Defamation League B'nai 
B'rith 

Chairperson, Congeessional Black Caucus 

Executive Director, Washington Office, 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

President, National Council of Negro Women 

u. s. Catholic Conference 

General Counsel, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 

Executive Director, National Urban League 

Legislative Chairman, Leadership Confer­
ence on Civil Rights. 
Director, Washington Bureau NAACP 

Counsel, Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights 

Chairman, Executive Conmittee, Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights. 
President, A. Philip Randolph Institute 

Director of Legislation, UAW 

Chairman, Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights. 
Executive Director, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FRON : 

SUBJECT: 

... ·• .. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

Date: May 24, 1976 

PHIL BUCHEN 

WILLIAM W. NICHOLSON 

~oy Wilkinson, ·ch~ir~~ti 2 ·1ead~rship 
·c61t~e~eti~~ ·oti ·c~•il ~ights 

The attached is for your appropriate handl ing . 

Thank you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE DECISION 

WASHINGTON 

May 25, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

CANNO~u-------~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JIM 

Request by Roy Wilkins for a Meeting 
to Discuss School Desegregation 

Roy Wilkins has requested that you meet with a delegation 
representing the leadership conference on Civil Rights 
to discuss the Administration's school desegregation 
posture. It is apparent that he wants to discuss the 
Boston case. 

It is our understanding that the Supreme Court has indicated 
to the Justice Department that, if it is going to file a 
brief in the Boston case, it must do so by the end of the 
week, not later than Friday morning. While your senior 
advisers are agreed that you should meet with Wilkins and 
his delegation, we are not agreed as to the timing of 
such a meeting. There are two options: 

1. Meet with Wilkins on Thursday, May 27. 

This would be responsive to Wilkins' request 
and would afford you an opportunity to explain 
to him personally your view on this matter, the 
substance of your conversation with the Attorney 
General, and your desire to establish a con­
tinuing dialogue on school desegregation matters. 

On the other hand, the Attorney General points 
out that meeting with this group would require 
you to meet with all other groups involved in 
the case and "disfigure the Justice Department's 
decision." Moreover, he states that such a 
meeting would be "outrageous and shocking." Given 
the lateness of the hour, if the Justice Depart­
ment files in the Boston case on Friday morning, 



it could and would be interpreted as a slap 
in the face to the Civil Rights group. 

2. Meet with Wilkins after the Justice Department's 
decision has been made. 

This would preserve the integrity of your 
decision to allow the Attorney General to deter­
mine whether it would be appropriate for the 
Administration to intervene in the Boston case. 
It would also allow you to broaden the scope 
of your discussions with the group to school 
desegregation in general, in just the Boston 
case. On the other hand, a refusal to meet with 
Wilkins before the Boston decision is made will 
probably evoke substantial criticism of the 
Administration and you personally from the Civil 
Rights community. It is possible that this 
group might even ref use to meet subsequent to 
a decision to enter the Boston case. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Option 1: Marsh 

Option 2: Levi, Cannon, Schmults, O'Neill 

If you choose Option 2, you may wish to telephone Wilkins 
to inform him of your decision to meet after the Attorney 
General has made his decision and to discuss the broad 
range of issues involved in school desegregation. 

DECISION 

Option 1: Meet with Wilkins on Thursday, May 27. 

YES NO -----
Option 2: Meet with Wilkins after the Justice 

Department's decision has been made. 

YES NO 



. . 

TEXT OF TELEGRAM 

President Gerald Ford 
White House, D.C. 

Urgent that a delegation of our national leaders 

meet with you to discuss the school desegregation 

posture of your Administration and its implications. 

It would be tragic for our nation if this issue 

became involved in the politics of the Presidential 

campaign. Tragic, too, if your statements were 

miscontrued and stiffened resistance to law and 

order. Mr. President, we are ready to meet with you 

immediately. 

Roy Wilkins, Chairman 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
2027 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
and 1790 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 



1 • The president be urged to reaffirm ·his belief in the Brown 

decision and its progeny. 

2. The President be urged to issue a national call for obedience 

to the rule of law and orders of the courts. , 

3. The President be urged to condemn violence as a means of 

challenging court orders. 

4. The President be urged to withdraw his policy directive to 

the Attorney General to . seek out an "appropriate" case for 

Supreme Court review. 

5. The President be urged to abandon his search for legislative 

alternatives to remedies already approved by the Supreme 

Court. 

6. The President be urged to cease judicial and legislative 

efforts aimed at limiting proof of vtolations, and restricting 

the scope of remedies for unconstitutional segregation. 

7. The President be urged to call upon the various state 

legislatures , state educational bodies and local boards of 

education to take action to eliminate segregation in urban 

schools. 

8. The President be urged to direct the Office of Civil Rights 

of H.E.W. to move immediately to assist state and local 

boards of education to come into compliance wit.h Title VI 

of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

I 
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