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THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION

WASHINGTON

June 8, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JIM CANNON
SUBJECT: Status of Idaho Flood Disaster
Background

On Sunday, June 6, 1976, at the request of Governor
Cecil D. Andrus of Idaho, you declared a major
disaster authorizing Federal assistance to the
victims of a flood in eastern Idaho, resulting from
the collapse of a Bureau of Reclamation dam on the
Teton River. The President called Governor Andrus
Saturday night and informed him that we would do
everything possible to assist the state. I
notified the Governor early yesterday morning that
the President had formally declared a disaster

for the Idaho flood.

The Federal Disaster Assistance Administration (FDAA)
sent & team into Idaho to make initial damage
assessments Saturday evening. Secretary Tom Kleppe
sent the director of the Bureau of Reclamation and
one other person into Idaho to determine the actual
cause of the collapse.

Current Status

The mcst recent damage assessment by the Federal
Disaster Assistance Administration (FDAA) estimates
that five people are known dead, over fifty missing
and rearly one hundred injured. Property damage

has not yet been calculated because of the continuing
course of high water down the Snake River and residual
standing water in the areas below the dam. At least
fifteen hundred homes have been damaged and perhaps
one thousand mobile homes will be required by the

FDAA to house the homeless. Damage to farms and

towns in the course of the flood is very extensive. CTY
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The dam in question was finished last fall and
was close to capacity when it burst. It was the
object of a losing court suit by conservationists
to prevent construction on environmental grounds.

Senator Frank Church has indicated that he believes
the Federal government should assume total
responsibility for restitution of damages and that

he may introduce legislation to cover indemnification
of injured parties who may not be furnished Federal
disaster assistance under current law. )

Yesterday afternoon a group from Interior (Bureau of
Reclamation), Justice, FDAA, TVA, Corps of Engineers,
OMB and the Domestic Council will meet to assess
Federal liability and discuss the appropriateness

of special assistance legislation. We should have

a decision paper for you shortly.


















THE WHITE HOUSE ACTTON

WASHINGTON

June 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM CANNON

FROM:

SUBJECT:

LYNN MAY “Z:7-L Clz//

Presidential Announcement of Administration's
Plans to Furnish Additional Relief to Victims
of the Idaho Dam Collapse

Three options come to mind for the President's announcement
of his program to compensate the victims of the flood
resulting from the collapse of the Federal dam on the Teton

River:

l.

3.

Issue a simple statement announcing his proposal
and urging the Congress to pass the necessary
legislation (Attachment A.)

Hold a brief meeting at the White House with the
Idaho Delegation, the Governor of Idaho, Secretary
Kleppe, Secretary Butz and the head of the FDAA to
announce his plan. Secretary Kleppe, with other
principals, could then brief the press and answer
questions.

The President could travel to Idaho, survey the
area, and go through the same drill as Option 2.

The following is a list of pros and cons for each option.

1.

Issue a statement.

Pro

- Could be done quickly and would allay frustration
and rumors in the disaster area.

- Would put the President solidly in front of
the issue.

Con

-= Would only have an impact in the State of
Idaho. PPN
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2. White House Meeting.

- Would symbolize a quick cooperative effort on
the part of the Executive Branch and the
Congress to meet the needs of a major man-

- Could be perceived as capitalizing on the
news value of a disaster during a political

-- Would show President's concern for the victims
of the disaster in a very graphic way.

- Would sympolize a cooperative solution as

-- Travel arrangements would delay announcement.

Pro
made disaster.
Con
campaign.
3. Idaho Ceremony.
Pro
described above.
Con
- Same as in Option 2.
Attachment

cC:

Jim Cavanaugh
Max Friedersdorf






DRAFT 6/10/76
Lynn May

I am today calling for an appropriation of $200 million
to provide compensation for the victims of the tragic flood
caused by the collapse of the Bureau of Reclamation dam on
the Teton River in Idaho. If additional funds are required,
I will request further appropriations later.

These funds will complement on-going Federal disaster
assistance to compensate for injuries and damages inflicted
by the flood. Claims will be administered by the Department
of Interior, under terms of existing Reclamation Law, and
will be available to claimants at relief centers now in
operation.

I urge the Congress to act promptly on my appropriation
request to ensure that the victims of this unfortunate
catastrophe can rebuild their lives and communities.

I am also directing all appropriate Cabinet Officers
and Heads of Federal Agencies to work in close cooperation
with the the Interior Department and the Federal Disaster
Assistance Administration to deliver this and other Federal
disaster assistance to the people and communities injured

by the flood.



THE WHITE HOUSE REQUEST

WASHINGTON

June 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM CANNON

FROM: LYNN MaY  / S CL

SUBJECT: Idaho Disaster

Below is the most recent survey of the damage in Idaho.

Crop loss $30.0M
Potential loss of fertile land 80.0
Railroads 37.0
Public Utilities 100.0
Homes & contents - total loss 64.0
Homes & contents - partial loss 39.7
Businesses - total loss 29.0
Businesses - partial loss 6.7
Farm equipment 4.5
Canals & Irrigation 3.0
Livestock 7.5
Business Interuption loss 7.5
Teton Dam 60.0
Vehicles 4.5
Total $473.4M

Note:

The above figures were furnished by the General Adjustment
Bureau (GAB), a private insurance adjusting company that
assesses large claims for insurance companies. FDAA advises
that the GAB is extremely reputable and factual, but this is

only an estimate and that the final tally will likely be
higher.







































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 27, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF %

R [ ]
SUBJECT: Teton Dam Bill

The Teton Dam legislation is scheduled to arrive at the
White House about noon today. OMB is expediting the
processing of the bill through the system.

Lynn May is also preparing, on a contigency basis, a
backgrounder and talking points for the President.

If the President decides to stop at Teton Dam on Sunday,
the bill and statement should be ready.

If not, we could schedule a signing ceremony here at the
White House next week.

cc: Jim Cannon//
Jim Lynn
Bill Kendall
Charlie Leppert
Lynn May
Bob Wolthuis
Ken Hagerty
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