Mr. Karl Harr

UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF

THE DIRECTOR NUV ‘3] 1958

Dear Chris,

Abbott Washburn tells me that you and some others at the OCB
meeting of November 5 raised questions concerning the People-to
People Program.

Your questions stem no doubt from reports you have had of the
demise of the People-to-People Foundation. That organization was
formed on February 4, 1957, with the primary mission of raising
money for the whole People-to-People operation. In this it was un-
successful. When it was concluded that the government could no
longer subsidize its efforts, the organizers decided to discontinue it.

Termination of the Foundation unfortunately created the impres-
sion in some quarters that the whole Program was closing down.
This was altogether untrue. The forty committees had been going
ahead since formation without much reference to the activities of the
Foundation itself and without financial support from it. Some had
even been against the whole of a centralization of activities and
had refused to work with the Foundation.

As of today there are thirty-nine committees in existence.
Twenty-Eight have carried out projects that have had some impact

« on foreign relations, and are actively engaged in more projects at
present. Eight have made a start but are inactive at present. Two
never have done anything. One is inactive at present for lack of a
chairman. Only one (the Radio-TV Committee) chose to disband.
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The Honorable eony
Christian A, Herter
Under Secretary of State
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