
MY FELLOW AMERICANS 
FIRST, I my gratitude 

to the radio and television networks 

for the opportunities 

they have given me, over the years, 
~ J:. 

to bring · 1 messages to our 

~ .g,e:~~. >a =-- ----
My special thanks go to them 

for the 

you this evening. 



THREE DAYS from now, 

after half a century in the service 

of our country, I shall lay down 

the responsibilities of office as, 

i n traditional and solemn ceremony, 

the authority of the Presidency 
... Ill! Mlll~ ........ ~~~~"9W'tt•'W\,,.:Nr~ ...... ~""',\.:i\l.1'"<.&.Cr.-: .Yt(lf¥~.,,,....~ ... 4:~ .. ~ •t.ai 

is vested in my successor. 

THIS EVENING I come to you 

with a message of leave-taking _ .c_,..,. __ ....,,..fA" ,...--.:;,'!7·
4

..,., ~'"'~h"W'>• ~><m;.<l"~':l.lr:~'t\ IU;\\1'" 

and farewell, and to share 
- ...... - ....... -... "l''t'O., • ~ • · 1~-~~· ~ ~ 

a f ~~~.~!ll!lll.£P t~~ ! t W~!!.u , 
my countrymen. 
~· ·~ ... ~:rs~~ 
\~r> .. :; l'A.'f~~ 
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LIKE EVERY OTHER CITIZEN, 
~L~ISU'~"('!' '/>..f"o/1¥-~~l/im r _ ' • '<• ':'~,_.,ril'O; - • 

wish the new President, and all who will 
....... I Maw' l'JIW!a .. 

labor with him, Godspeed • 
. ·:i, 

U!!L~! t~!!~ . ~ ~mi ~ 
will be blessed with 
..... ........ ~Mli*llil~~l~ .. J~~~·~~~~lf~~~!J:,W~~s.t~~ 

for all. 

* * * * * 

OUR PEOPLE ex ect 

and , ~7~~l2:12~!.L92:!~. ~~~ .0 .. ~,J.~w~ ~~~~~d~ n.1tJ .~¢~.~~~~\~~~~~en t 
on issues of great moment, 

----..~.--...._~.,,..~-~-

the wjse resolution of which will 
. .. 

71
,..,..,._, .~~kJ,pi~.a~ · · s.:..~~ \l•-:;. ·~"\J ~.L~~ .. ~,.. ,... 

shape the future of the Nation. 
' ' 



3. 

M~ere&QWli~hiJ~!S 
with the Congress, which began 

...,h•N1il11U.~~~~(W.i/"; -

on a remote and tenuous basis 
~~,,.;~~~ i•:f~;i:;Vt~i:ii/l."'.~IJ ~ ~S'· :..:tM;i,i;~ · )&~ . ' 

Senate appointed me to West Point, 
.... te*P'd~~.jfftif~~~'.t:c~~n:.~ •&\i~~J<tlf;llJi; ~~.,,,,ll~ ' ~ 

have ~,i ~,2,!~~~~Ji~ t2~!~~!.~J:~-~ 
oi'tMl~~~ 

~!:l~i~l!!!~ w.wc~.;~~~~qM~!!!,'!~?~l~~ .~, .. f,!!~!,:!a r 
period, and, finally, = ~ .. 
to the mutually interdependent 
,..,'*'8 @riQl;~~~~astt~~tr,,._,N~~-~M 

during these past eight years. 
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IN THIS FINAL RELATIONSHIP, 

the Congress and the Administration have, 
......:------. 

on most vital issues, cooperated well 
-.--~~--~~ . ¥.~)oil~f.\t\!i!.."l<i·J/M"h~~. ~ ~~W~Y~~ 

to serve the national good 
-~~~~\.{.\\! ~J,i~~. ---~!itl':ii~IHM',i~~··:~~?i-t: 

ra t_her than mere partisanship, 
~~~-~~ ,. ~ 

and so have assured that the business 
~~~- -~- ~4"11.~~ il.;l!Y~7~~!,1lf\' h,Wf')~?,~~~;.'.;it\•.;•'tl~~":. 

So, my official relationship ,...,.,.. 
with the Congress ends in a feeling, 

........ ,N/.;ltj.~l.'-llftf - - ' ~~ . ~~llit~ll!!WerJ.. ~-

~!1..!*ul' a~ t_., of g ra ~ -~.~~de 
that we have been able to do so much 

together. 

* * * * * 

midpoint · of a century that has witnessed 
.;;.:; ...... ....;;..;\.~~- ~'\?l'~~~,t; 'r.Vi»».fttfi~i· 

f~~ ~ajor wars among great nations. 
·· ·- . 1:~~~~-~- ~~r. ~~~~~~. iii.-~ ~~jlt 



Three of these involved 
m t1• YI! .. ~ · P,_y' 

our 
__..~ 

o~n~~11~,Jt:.~i ry. ~ 

Despite these holocausts America 

the most influential and the 

most productive nation in the world. 
*"-W'*'~~~tjl~jl~~,;..: ~"~ !flt"-'~t'll~~~~it.tW· 

Understandably proud of this 
- ·-----~~~~J~'.l.'l~~~w.·. · . 

pre-eminence, we yet realize 
~~ 

that America's leadership 
~~~~!H , . ~~~'!l.<~fioq., 

and prestige depend, not merely 
~~1~'!$Me't~"~'le'....t.'.¥~~ ..... -"IP~~lt, ~ ~ .... 

. ~.~~-~~~~\lf~·n!!~~~!!! -~~:!1!~ al , e ~fLr eSS, 
riches and mi~tr~ngth, 

but on how we yse our power 

... }~~~w~~,J.~.~ r ~;J&~~~!;~~t,.l d ~~e 
and human betterment • 

.... ~ill"~ ~i'l.'.~#l~.Z,!1~;.'¥1;~~~·i~. ?• 

* * * * ** 

5 
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/ 

THROUGHOUT AMERICA"S ADVENTURE 

in free government, our basic purposes 

have been to keep the peace; 
'!t:-~ · ~ 

to foster progress in human 
~"~ •. ~...Vlt•'- •. -~ ... 

ach t!!ement, and to enh~nce liberty, 

dignity and integrit 
. "< . ~~~- t.M;.~~ll~J~~~~~~~ 

and among nations. 

To strive for less would be unworthy 
~ - ~t 

of a free and religious people. 
~~"11 _· ' , . ""': ,., , -"4"1 '" , ... · · ~ ~ ~~~ . ~.\, 

Any failure trace.~ bl~ ~2 --~~r;! o ~ a~ce, 

or our lack of comprehension 

or readiness to sacrifice 

would inflict upon ~ s rievous hurt 
-. 1,~''. J~~I 

both at home and abroad • ..........., _ ~ 
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PROGRESS TOWARD THESE noble aoals -~-~o<i'Jl(~t.) ' Ww:..ii;.:o..~ ~tt.";1.11¥,'(.. "' . ,~~ · ••. ~&.:..~ . . ~ 

is persistently threatened 
• ._,,~;: .,z~~~~J'fk~. .~~~ 

by the conflict now engulfing the 
e1 'flU:UiliJ ·~.«:It ~ !!.! ~ ~~~.-,~~~ ' l ' 19; }~~.;t'.f~i\~~ t;lJ~~}, 

world. 
--... 

It commands our whole attention, - ~ ~\ ' ~ ~ 

absorbs our very beings. 
·· ·n AICl 'll!lllt•h•~~ ~ • · r. 

We face a hostile ideology --
"i'!"""*t •r•tOCt" · . · ~ ~. 

gl9ba~ in scope, atheistic in 
...... . .. , ~ 

character, ruthl~ss in purpose, 
~· . ·~~. 

and insidious in method. 
' . 
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To meet it successfuly, there is 

called for, not so much the emotional 
..... ~ ... ~ • • • ' f l~j»,!~ ~ - ~ .. ~l 

and trans·itory sacrifices of crisis, 
• •• e rn· 1•111•k,__,,_r~~«~~~~-6~ij 1t1Q\.~:n~1,~~Mi.:J4,."" '4~· 

but rather those which enable us 

t~ c.~_!:J:Y~s~wa~d s t.e~n~} ly, ~~~y, ~· 
and without complaint the burdens 

~~"'m.~ · . ·: : ~~ • . •·'llo\$~~m~}l~ 

of a prolonged and complex struggle -..... 
-- • ·- ,,. ...... -~~····· • ...._lllni'- -~,,,,_.~., 

with liberty the stake/I/ 
. ~ 

= 191<,.nlJJi&ii1M'.,.i~1iJI~ lll~M<Y'~JW-.1 ·_ .~ . ~~l<~Af~~.i: .... 

ONLY THUS SHALL we remain, 
~-

despite every provocation, 

on our charted course 
~GMOli . ~.~ 

t _oward. .erma\l)~~l~~!ce 

and human betterment. 



CRISES there will continue to be. 

In meeting them, whether foreign 
___.... <~'<M--.i. 

or domestic, great or small, 
• I ~ ~ , Rlt 

there is a ~ecur.,r~~~-l!mP.t~. t.! ~on _ .. !!!~!! el 

_\hat .%.Qme.!li §Re.ca.~~!ar _and cos tl . ac _~ inon 

c~u~2 - b~J!le the mi raculo~~ s9 _l.~ ;t_ ion . . 
" 

to a 11 current di f ·f i cu 1 t i es • 

A h.!:1.ih~ .• t.~"lf r ease in newe.r e le.men ts 

of our defense; develo ment 
--*' .............. ~~-~ ~· *- ~ 

every ill in agriculture; 
. , . 

:a dramatic ex ansion in basic 

and •PPlied research --
·~ .:-· -~ ~ ·~ ~ - l{;~ •"'ll 

these and many other pos~ibilities, 

( e~ch possibly p~omi~ing in itself; 

may be s u ~ ~~e !!. e tt ~~~~ ~.~ t ~ e ! on l Y ~ "'.!w~ 
to the road we wish to travel. 

9 
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BUT EACH PROPOSAL must be weighed 
------------~-. -~··~~~~·~ 

in the light of a broader_ consideration: 
, ..., s i 'lld--S ff~ ·• · ~~ ,. · . ~. ~~~ ,· , . . . -
The need to maintain balance in 
__. p I J# p ___. Q!i;,~~ 

. •mw 
ahd among national pro rams --

........ lll5i"lil ~ ~ ,.._I ~ 

' ' ' ' . 1 .. 

b~lance between the priv~te and ~ the 
- it • • ' • ' 

public economy; balance between cost 
~~·~.jt;· ~~ · • ~ . · ·, . • 

and hoped for advantage; 
• ~ :tJ • 

. .. Ii 

balance between the ~~early necessary 
_.~,.~~~~A~~~ ~-~-~-'tr, . 

and the comfortably desirab~e; 
~~~~~M~~~~~~~~~~~~~1 

balance between our ess·ential 

requir•ments as a nation and the duties 
<, . 

i mp o a e:d b v t he n a t i o n up on t he 
....... ~·-~<te:. - ~ .. tt<""f. ... ~ :"> '" .......... -a!~ .Jlt ... .... ~~'" ... '\po u ·~ .. ... ( ........ ., ... 'f'" . .,. t-

..... • ' "' • "" ""•"~' • .,,~:f'll" • . 

individual; balance between actions 
. . ' 

of the moment and the 
- -~ 

national welfare of -the future. 



Goo~ - ju~ ment seeks balance 

and progress; lack of it 
•c ..-. 

eventually finds imbalance 

and frustration. 

understood these truths and have 

responded to them well, in the face 

of stress and threat. 

But threats, new in kind .......... 

or degree, constant! arise • ... - .. , 

I mention two only. 

* * * * * 

11 



A VITAL ELEMENT in keeping the peace 

is our military establishment. 

Our arms must be mighty, ready 
+".,.a •••t . 

for instant action, so that 

no potential aggressor ma be tempted -
to risk his own destruction. 

OUR MILITARY ORGANIZATION today 

bears little nelation to that known 
. ' 

by any of my predecessors in peacetime, 
. - .. ~ 

or indeed by 
---
of World War ....... 

12 

UNTIL THE LATEST of our world conflicts, 

the United States had no armaments 

industry. 
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AMERICAN MAK~RS o_f lowshares could, 

with make swords 

as well. 

But now we can no lon er risk 

emergenc 

of national defense; 

we have been com elled to create 

a permanent armaments industry 

of vast proportions. 

Added . to t~is, three .and a half 

million men and women are directly 
~ . 

engaged in the defense establishment. 

WE ANNUALLY spend on miljtary 

security more 
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THIS CONJUNCTION of an -·-

militar establishment 

and a large arms industry is new .. .... . ..... 

in the American experience. 

The total influence -- . economic, 

political, even spiritual --

is felt in ever cit , every $~ate house, 

ever off ice of the Federal government. 
~--.--.~ .. ~ ~~~~' - ' . - ' - -

We recognize the imperative need 

for this development. 

Yet ~e must not fail to comprehend 

its grave implications. 

are all involved; so is the very 

structure of our society. 
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IN THE COUNCILS of government, 

uard a ~inst the acquisition 
b.>ad'*f"ff(lter'ftt .. . ~ .., ~ - . ·~~ 
we must 

of unwarranted influence, 

wh e the r s ~, ~.sJ]...t or ~ u n so.ugh t , 

by the military-industrial complex. 
. _, :-.. . .. 

The potential for the disastrous 
l ~!air. 

• of • laced rise mis power 

exists and will persist. 
" 

ans litfffctil+ 

WE MUST NEVER let the weight 
• " ·"' <'\ -

of th. i~ combin~tion endanger 

our liberties or democratic processes. 

We should take nothing for granted. 
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Only an alert and knowledgeable 

citizenr can compel the proper meshing 

of the huge i~~ustrial and military 

mach~nery of defense with our 

peaceful methods and goals, 

so that securit and liberty 

may prosper together. 

AKIN TO, and largely responsible for 

the sweeping changes in our industrial­

military posture, has been 

the te9hnologi~al revolution 

during recent decades. 

IN THIS REVOLUTION, research 

has become cen~ral; it a+so becomes 

more formalized, complex, and costly. . , 
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A steadily increasing share 
. . 

is conducted for, by, or at the direction of, 
.......... ---- ~~~~~~~~~~~~iillM1!~ 

the Federal government. 

TODAY, the sol i ~ar:- .. ~~ vent or, 

tinkering in his shop, 

has been overshadowed by task forces 
' ' ' ~ • , ~- - : ·. ~ -ii - ... . .. j!t~ 

of scientists in laboratories 
·~~· ---.......... . "' 

and testing fields. 
~~~ - ..i-. .. 

In the same fashion, the free 

has ex~nced a revolution 
- l.wtl\ .(~ _l'.iii t;.,iU.'"t..,. ,. - ~~ ~ .;· ... ~,,.~~ ~ .t..~ 

in the conduct of research. 
"- • 'IJmYI;}~"'"'-.. •"-..-. , ~ -. ·'"'1-· ... <_,._,, 

'''""-'.J'IO' '"'~"'' • . ,.,..., .. ..-~,. .. ~., .. _i-"\ ...._~, 'l~.t·" 

Partly because of the costs 

involved, a overnment contract 
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For every old blackboard 
.._.,.., .. ~;Jh. 

there are now hundredsof new electronic 

computer·s. 

THE PROSPECT of domination 
11 ... 

of the nation's scholars by Federal 

employment, project allocations, 
~ ... -,r./lft· .• • ~ • . 

. and the .Power . ot ,money is ever present --
"t~ , ~ .. • ~"- . . . ' .• 

and is grave]1 to b~ re~~ded. 

YET , i n ho 1 d i n g s c i en t i f i c res.ear ch 

and discovery in respect, as we should, 
• I ~ ~ ••, 

we must also be alert to the equal 
~("~~~~ . ~. .. . . . ·~." . 
and o P. o s i t e d a n g .e r t ha t . pub 1 i c . ~ 1 i c y 
~~~lill!'bM~-41~~-d~~~lt"'f, ~~"-"~ • , · ,lfi • . 

could itself become the captive 
·. ·.~; · 

of a scientific-technological elite. 
~~it/~ 
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IT IS THE TASK of statesmanship 

to mo~d, to balance, and to integrate 

these and other forces, 
• . • /1.~~Mll'-t 

new an~ ~1~, within the principles .. ' 

of our democratic system --
'""' ' ~ ' ,,, fl. ':l/'"r. ~ . /l':'t'"I .,..,., ' . ;?,1,• •. 

ever aiming toward 

the supreme goals of our free society • 
• , 1', 

* * * ** 

ANOTHER FACTOR in maintaining 
-.__,~--

As we peer into society's future, 

we -- you and I, and our government --

must avoid the impulse to live 

only for today, plundering, 
-aft!~ 

t.2£: o~r ow_n ease a~.d c9nven.i en_~, 

the precious resources of tomorrow. 
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We ca _n n o ! . mo r t g a g e t h e ma t e r i a 1 a s s e t s 
. I,.\'~ ~ • • • • • ' • •. $ . ' . .. ..... -&.(. "'"'"' ' . ' : .... ·~~ .. - ~~ 

• :-. • Y""'"~T.:, ..ioi~."V • ' ·' •~ ""~..,,.-1""-rr 

of our g~andchildren without risking 
. "' . , . . / : - . . 

the loss also of t~eir political 

and spiritual heritage. 

e want democracy to survive 
- •if. 

for all generations to come, 

not to become the i _ nso~v~nt phantom 
~ 

of tomorrow. 

* * * * 

DON THE LONG LANE of the hJstory -
~to "'~e wr,i

7
t t .en America knows that this 

world qf ours, ev&r gro~in smaller, 
mlli~''Ml(T~~ • ' • l " """ • ~ , -

must avoid becoming a commu~ity 
' ' J .. 

of dreadful fear and hate, and 
~<'f//!.N!la~':f~.11.-il'. • ·~-·~,.,-,,..~ _ · 

instead, a . roud con f edera ti O f) 
"'M~~· 'fSJ, '' ~ • .~ 

of mutual trust and respect. 
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SUCH A CONFEDERATION must be one 

of equals. 

The weakest must come to the 
I " •" , l I ~ t 

conference table with the same confidence 
. ' . •.. . ·- ~,.,,, 

as do e, protected as we are b ~ o~ 
· , - : ~W.,~Xi ~ :.~ r~ .. ~ ,.. ~.:. .... ·~ . : . .. ·' , _J 

That . le, though scarred 

by many past frustrations, 

cannot be abandoned for the certain agony 
~~~~,.~~~,.~~ . ~· 

of the battlefield. 

DISARMAMENT, with mutual honor 
v'-Aol'.,i:ii.~Uzt . . ' ~. • ~ A ~""°"'-

and confidence, is a continuing 
-.ii··-·~~ """'»""" , ... 
imperative. 
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Together we must learn how to compose 
/ . . ... ,' 

differences, not with arms, 

but with intellect and decent purpose. 
. . ·~~ ~ . : 

. ~~ . . .. 

and apparent I, confess that I lay down 
......,. ... ~-;,Jljjj' llillill. 1~ -;- • ' • • • , c . .• , · ,~ \f)-fl· . .... :'11 

my official responsibilities 
~ ~ • .. . , ,!l)<t 

in this field with a definite sense 

of· disappointment. 

As one who has witnessed the horror 

and the lingering sadness of war --

as one who knows that another war 

could utterly destroy this civilization 
• . fi.~'. . ... 

~h~_ .!-'; ~;~~~ ~~; ,. -!2.~!~~~ .Pi~ .. ~ ;\ ~ ~t .. ~- ~ '"!~. p ~J~: ·n~_u 11 y 

built over thousands of years --
---~ • . ~ . • bt~.ltt »t.t!J.t; ",ll.JdL:.. ~ ~ ~~; 

I wish I could say tonight 

that a lasting peace is in sight. 



HAPPILY, I can say that war 

has been avoided. 
" . . . .. ".\ 

Steady progress toward our 

has been made • . 

But, so much remains to be done! 

As a private citizen, I shall never 

cease to do what little I can to help the 
-~~~~· ~~· -~ , t'~,';k~ .. ,..111"'4 ,, 

world advance alon that road. 
~ ' .. . rtm , .~·"'. .. lf.' ,,.· ~ ·- ~ · 

* * * * 

23 

"~~- -- in this, ~Y lay~ g~od. n i ht . t _o~ou 

as your President -- I thank ou 

for the many opportunities you have given me 
· -~ · ·· m~• _ _.. ~: • . · . ftf.~/lf --~~~ i 

for public service in war and peace. 



. I trust that in that service 

you will find some things worthy; 

~ ~ f ~ r t ~ ~ , r e s ~ _ o. f . i t ··' I k now 

you will find wa s to improve 
. - . . ·. '"'' ·~A~~ 

24 

YOU AND I -- my fellow citizens --
' ' ··~ 

. ,,. 

need to be strong in our fajth 
~-i.; ~ ~ ~-~ ·-• ,,..,_,~ ·.r·J./t.'-· "vn'· i; -·~i::~ .,_ ... :.,,,~> , -

;... .. ;-.> tt-•:i 

that all nations, under God, will reach 
'~>t~M~:~·· :'NJ~~ 

the goal of peace justice. 
~ . 4,i;..49;........,t • ....,.. d.,.-,~xri':.....•:1t-t!o~~-~...>;.i.u;~.-.ill\:"'1' ~l!l-•'1~ 

May we be ever 
tt l t -

in devotion 

t~ ~rinciple, conf ide~t but humble 

with power, diligent in pursuit 
~ . . i - . - . · . 

of the Nation's great goals. 
~~~~~~·~~~.-~~~ ~~ ·~ 



once more give expression 

t o Ame ~. i ~a ' ~ .. P, ~a ,t e .r f u ~ 8: n d c o n t i n u i n g 
• ,..,,- .~-v::.s-#· ~~:<'~""( • ~ • '' • " ' • , ""\:'ti ' l" I ,f!!!Jl;t ~., ,·' . . 

aspiration: 

e pray that peoples of all fa i .ths, 

all races, all nat ons, ma have 
. '' 

their great ~uma.n nee9s . s~ _t _ i_ s~ i ed; 
. ' . ·:J 

that those now den_i ed~u.n i ty 

shall come t.o. en~~ th.e_ .full; 

that all who yearn 
._..a · 1 h1ll'M ldfl iti:- · ~ ... 

m~x . .,..e~_ ~ _ ence 1 i _t; s~J r~ i tu~1~~~J .. ~~~ .. !. ngs; 

25 

that those who have freedom will understand 
· ~ · · "' ~ . . ~f~ 1''> ii.~"zf;...~,4 ~.;.."'r:t~ ,., .. ~ . .., .. ~ 1 

a_ l s o , i ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~v ~¥:,( .fl~~~,~s P.. &ri ~~ !.~gl~ ~ i t i e s ; 
... .. . ,.. , 

that all who are insensitive to the needs .. .. ' .. 
. . 

of others will learn charity; 
' . 
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that the scour es of poverty, 
• ,., • ;,,. '- ~f. . !-1"~£ .6.<~ . '")!~~'*" 

disease and ignorance will be made ' 
~ $ @H 61:1iD')Q ...... lf:"'""""",..,,.._,...'<t,->ff-"'-""ll '<j ftt I 

to disappear from the earth, 
_.,_.,_., . ... ~~ ""-'~'W"''Jl ~., . . ;? :~)~t• .,... ,'U'j,' 

and that, in the goodness of time, 
.......,, - ' on L • %7 Q ...... . ·~··~Y41JI ·~· 

a_l_l pe 10.e..~.es w~l~Ww.e to liv~ , ts?Jlether 

in a peace guaranteed by the binding ..... __ d.................. . , .. _ \ ... ~ ... 
force of mutual respect and love. 

~~ ll...o/~ \<Jc:'.;,.,lll ,1'1: 

:# 
(JJ' '=I ~- ._._.., 

j 
_.., 
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