


MEMORANDUM

A 40 Date: December 28, 1993
To: Trudy H. Peterson, Acting Archivist of the United States
From: Marc H. Monheimer, Senior Advisor to the Archivist
Subject: Responsibilities of the White House Liaison Relating to the Future

Clinton Presidential Library

This memorandum provides an overview of the role of the NARA
White House Liaison relating to the future Clinton Presidential
Library and reiterates intentions expressed by the White House
during development of the job description and at the time of the

appointment of Brian Thompson to this position.
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The assignment of responsibilities to the White House Liaison

reflects the explicit desire of the Administration to communicate
and coordinate issues pertaining to the future Clinton Library
through an Administration appointee. It also recognizes NARA's
experience in managing the existing presidential libraries and

its future role in administering the Clinton Library.

The White House Liaison is responsible for communication and
coordination relating to a number of ongoing NARA programs and
activities involving the Executive Office of the President. The
duties of the White House Liaison include responsibility for
coordination and oversight of all activities at NARA pertaining
to the future Clinton Presidential Library. Most important at
this stage, the White House Liaison is the communication link
between NARA and the White House on all matters pertaining to the

Clinton Library, including the organization and categorization of
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Presidential records, the role of the Presidential Diarist, and
preliminary issues relating to site selection. For these
purposes, "White House" includes the First Family and all

agencies of the Executive Office of the President.

The White House Liaison is also responsible for presenting
certain initial issues and decision options to the White House.
The White House Liaison will be the principal White House point
of contact at NARA for coming issues which will include analysis
of White House records and recordkeeping systems and development
of reference and finding aids; collection of contemporary
(ﬁustorical materials, including oral histories; the development
of office and position descriptions. The White House Liaison
will also be responsible for NARA support to the White House on
matters which may later come under the purview of an independent

support organization or foundation.

The public affairs office is consulting the White House Liaison
when it receives inquiries regarding the future Clinton Library.
Similarly, the Office of Presidential Libraries should refer
inquiries regarding the Clinton Library to the White House
Liaison to formulate NARA's response to prospective host cities

or institutions.

The White House Liaison brings to the function experience with

this President and established relationships with senior White
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House personnel, which will be assets in the presidential library
planning process. It is expected that the White House Liaison
will work with other offices and officials at NARA, particularly
the Office of Presidential Libraries, as the role evolves. The
Office of Presidential Libraries, which some day will administer
the Clinton Library, will play an increasingly important role as
a source of technical assistance to the White House Liaison as

library planning becomes more specific.
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