







































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 18, 1993

/
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Q [ //
FROM: CHRISTINE A. VARNEY
PHIL CAPLAN

SUBJECT: California Fires

L. SUMMARY

On October 28, 1993, following a request from Governor Pete Wilson, you declared a major
disaster in Southern California for a six-county area. Beginning on October 26, seventeen fires
broke out; a second wave of four fires broke out on November 3. The fires were contained by
November 7, and controlled on November 10 . On this trip to California, you will expand the
disaster to include areas affected by the post-fire mudslides.

I1. DISCUSSION

Costs:

0 Total public and private costs for the fires are estimated at $1 billion.
According to FEMA. roughly 85% of that amount will be covered by private
insurance.

4) There were 162 injuries (mostly firefighters) and 3 fatalities.

0] Over 193,000 acres of land were affected of which 30,049 acres were federal
land.

0 FEMA and the Red Cross report 1,241 structures destroyed by the fire; 637
residences were either destroyed or suffered major damage.

Wild fires are prevalent in the West at this time of the year. There is an effective interagency
firefighting organization permanently in place that was activated for this disaster. Coordinated
from the Boise (Idaho) Interaugency Fire Center and a branch office in Pasadena, California,
federal agencies were well coordinated with state, county and local officials. Federal agencies
involved in the firefighting and cleanup include:

0 Forest Service (Agriculture)
0 National Park Service (Interior)
0 Bureau of Land Management (Interior)



0 Bureau of Indian Affairs (Interior)

0 National Weather Service (Commerce)
0 Coast Guard (Transportation)

0 Department of Defense

0 Small Business Administration

o Federal Emergency Management Agency

James Lee Witt was on site for several days to coordinate the firefighting and cleanup efforts.
Secretary Espy (and Assistant Secretary Jim Lyons), Secretary Babbitt, Secretary Brown and
Administrator Roger Johnson all visited the area. Roger Johnson’s house was in danger of
burning at one time, but was not harmed.

Arson

Arson caused several of the fires. A homeless man was charged with setting the Altadena fire;
four fires are known to have been arson, and three others are suspected. Governor Wilson
has offered a reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of suspects in other
fires. Treasury’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms is spearheading a task force of
federal, state and local law enforcement and fire-related agencies to apprehend the arsonists.

Recovery and Disaster Assistance

FEMA opened six Disaster Application Centers (DAC) in the area. Three remain open as of
November 16, 1993. The DACs have taken in 1,989 applications. As of November 15, FEMA
obligated $48 million and disbursed $24.5 million. FEMA estimates that $70-80 million will
be charged to the Disaster Relief Fund. As of November 17, the Small Business
Administration has issued 141 loans for $9.5 million (115 home loans for $6.7 million and 26
business loans for $2.7 million).

The Administration has undertaken several other initiatives designed to ease the financial
burdens of the fires:

0 You released $15 million in FEMA funds to the California Office of Emergency
Services to help pay for state and local firefighting costs.

0 For the first time ever in a disaster situation, James Lee Witt and FEMA
arranged to have insurance company representatives stationed in the DACs to
provide “"one-stop shopping.”

0 The Bureau of Public Debt at the Department of the Treasury is expediting the
pavment and replacement of U.S. Savings Bonds lost or destroyed in the fires.

0 The IRS is expediting requests for tax refunds drawn from taxes paid in previous
years. Amended returns can be filed at the DACs. In the event that a person
has lost access to financial data, the IRS will provide the data to the applicant.















CALIEORNIA’S EXPORTS TO CANADA; BY INDUSTRY SECTOR

(Percent and Thousand S)

“%c CHANGE S CHANGE

1987 1991 1992 |987-02  1987—92
AGRICULTURE,FORESTRY
& FISHING $312,283 $746,456  $732.400 134.5% $420.117i
Agriculture — crops 297.692 719,847 703.835 136.4% 406.143
Agriculture — livestock 10.073 4,468 3.879 -61.5% —6.195
Forestry 3.801 1.628 2.125 -44.1% —1.675
Fishine & Huntine 717 20.513 22.561 % 21.844
MINING 15,954 16,16 13,030 -18.3% —2.924]
Metal Mining 81 25 11 -86.4% =70
Coal Mining 0 0 0 - -
Oil & Gas 0 54 66 - 66
Non—Meuallic Minerals 15.873 16.081 12.953 —18.4% -2.920
MANUFACTURING 3,011,609 5,619,420 6,383,046 111.9% 3,371,438!
Food Products 183.823 477,262 528.931 187.7% 345.108
Tobacco Products 37 40 63 70.7% 26
Textile Mill Products 5,798 20,307 23,319 302.2% 17.521
Apparel 10,577 42,643 52,498 396.3% 41,921
Lumber & Wood Products 31.253 56,555 53,691 71.8% 22.438
Furniture & Fixtures 9,724 40,696 46,946 382.8% 37.222
Paper Products 14.648 40,149 40,523 176.6% 25,875
Printing & Publishing 42.754 111.757 116.850 173.3% 74.096
Chemical Products 109.297 170,139 206.939 89.3% 97,642
Refined Petroleum Products 23.244 46,850 31.472 354% 8.229
Rubber & Plastic Products 56.408 110.875 121.660 115.7% 65.252
Leather Products 2.922 18.333 20.002 $84.6% 17.080
Stone. Clav & Glass Products 30.406 41.199 48.270 58.8% 17,864
Primarv Metal Industries 58.889 122,695 137,415 133.3% 78.526
Fabncated Metal Products 97.926 329.533 253.357 158.7% 155.432
Industrial Machinerv & Computers 976.799 1.650.340 1.921,751 96.7% 944,952
Electric & Electronic Equipment 536.757 1,150,656 1,389.176 158.8% 852.419
Transportation Equipment 462.622 617,677 778.276 68.2% 315.654
Scientific & Measuring Instruments 317.927 435436 447.163 40.6% 129.236
Miscellaneous Manufactures 39.799 136.277 164.746 313.9% 124.946
OTHER 64,302 128,050 180,501 180.7% 116.199!
Scrap & Waste 1.216 20.709 25.403 1989.1% 24,187
Second Hand Goods 4.928 8.906 15.976 324.2% 11,048
Goods Retumed to Canada 0 61.420 80.823 - 80.823
Military & Other Misc. [tems 58.158 37.015 S8.300 0.2¢% 141

CA'S EXPORTSTO CANADA $3.404,148 $6.510.086 $7,308.978

114.7% $3,904,830!

* Indicates percent changes of 1000% or more.

























































