



























































* Following your address, you may work a ropeline before
proceeding back to the holding room.

* From the holding room, you will proceed to the
reception followed by a series of interviews.

VI. REMARKS

Speech to be provided by speechwriters.
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President of the United States
Address on National Service
University of New Orleans

April 30, 1993

I'm happy to be here at the University of New Orleans, and
just in time for the city’s great Jazz Festival. Unfortunately,
in my haste to get here today, I left my saxophone at the White
House. That’s okay; I’1ll blow a few horns here instead.

[further acknowledgements]

Although this 100th Day of our Administration marks a
milestone for some in Washington, in many ways it’s a day like
the others we’ve spent since our Inauguration. For the past 99
days, we have worked relentlessly to address the pressing, long-
ignored needs of our people. And we have brought to the
Government something not seen in a very long time... an
acknowledgement that bold action is needed and needed now to
secure and enlarge America’s future.

In 100 days, we’ve literally changed the direction in which
America had been going for a generation... and taken it toward
the new direction that Americans demanded in the election last
November.

We’ve also started an unprecedented debate in Washington...
a debate about big ideas to better lives across our nation, ideas
that in many cases were shaped and nurtured by some of the people
I see before me today... the members of the Democratic Leadership
Council of which I am proud to be a part.

The D-L-C has done more, much more, than just talk about the
problems in America; it has been the laboratory for
experimentation and solutions. The D-L-C and its Progressive
Policy Institute helped conceive many of the ideas that I’ve
taken to Washington... from community policirg to welfare reform
to lifting people out of poverty by rewarding their work. They
helped develop the legislation I’ll be talki-g about today on
National Service.

The D-L-C saw what escaped the leaders _n Washington for

more than a decade... that there was a middle ground between the
Republican politics of abandonment and the Democratic preference
for entitlement... and that was the higher ground of empowerment:

it’s helping people acquire the tools to help themselves.

In Washington, we don’t always agree with one another. The
debate over big ideas often gets mired in petty politics. But I
know one thing, the ultimate direction that we take this nation
must come from the American people. Democracy is a dialogue. But
for too long, Washington wasn’t listening. )
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It didn’t feel the anguish of the middle class as it was
squeezed by trickle-down economics. It didn’t hear the creaking
as the backbone of families was bowed by the stress of
unemployment and crime. It didn’t hear the sounds of 34-million
Americans in despair because they have no health insurance.

But you listened, and I did too.

In the past 99 days, we’ve addressed the people’s Number-One
demand: We'’ve attacked the deficit, increased investment and laid
the groundwork for a more prosperous tomorrow.

Together, finally, we have begun the long overdue renovation

of the economic house of America... a rebuilding that will be
supported by the strong foundation of reform... reform of the
campaign finance system, to take power away from special
interests and put it back into the hands of the people... reform
of government, to attack waste and make public officials better
servants of the people... welfare reform to restore dignity to
Americans who want jobs, not handouts... and health care reforn,

because it is the linchpin to getting our economy on track for
long-term growth.

Now, on this, the 100th day of this Administration, we
commit ourselves to build on the values that have made this
nation without peer... those of opportunity, responsibility and
community. Today, we propose applying those values to a
revolution of opportunity, America’s hard-pressed families.

As a first step, we’re going to ease the terms of college
loans... helping students from middle- and lower-income families
to clear a major path to the American Dream, the path of higher
education. In return, we will demand fiscal responsibility from
these young people and offer them a chance to exercise civic
responsibility. We will offer them an option of paying back their
loans by serving their communities in a new program of National
Service.

In a few days I will send to the Congress two bills
containing our proposals to strengthen collere opportunity and to
establish the National Service. Together, th-y will revive
America’s commitment to community... and mak: affordable the cost
of college tuition for every American.

It’s no secret: Middle-class parents have borne the brunt of
rising tuition... paying now about five percent of median family
income just to put one child through a four-year, in-state,
public college. It costs an average of $5,243 a year for that
education. That means families are depleting savings and many
students are faced with cutting back to a part-time course-load
or having to drop out. The middle class has gotten a bad deal and
we want to fix it.



We propose a new way to finance college for the millions of
students who seek loans every year. We call it an EXCEL account.
With it, students can repay the loans with a percentage of future
earnings.

For students driven by debt into careers with high pay and
low satisfaction, this will be nothing less than liberating. A
student torn between pursuing a career in teaching or corporate
law, for example, can make a career choice based on what he or
she wants to do... not on how much can make as an attorney to pay
off a potentially ruinous college debt.

With an EXCEL account, even young doctors, fresh out of
medical school, can use their new skills where they are most
needed, in low-income areas, without undue worry about the high
cost of their loans. And young entrepreneurs will have the
freedom to try out dreams that might otherwise never make it off
of the blackboard or out of the laboratory.

Under the current system, students faced with the crushing
bill sometimes take the irresponsible route and default on their
loans. That costs the taxpayers billions of dollars a year and
adds to the deficit. With our plan, the payment can be made
conveniently and automatically, as a regular deduction from
paychecks.

In short, EXCEL will bolster educational opportunity for
millions of financially stretched Americans.

But these EXCEL accounts are just the beginning. We hope
they will help lead Americans to the kind of responsibility and
sense of community encompassed in our program of National
Service.

It was Thomas Jefferson who first told Americans, 1in
essence, that the more you know, the more you owe. In his words:
"A debt of service is due from every man to his country,
proportioned to the bounties which nature and fortune have
measured to him."

That statement reminds us of values tha: will never go out
of fashion: that civic responsibility is good democracy, and that
when you take something from our country, you must give something
back to our country.

National Service is giving back in ways that benefit
everyone. It will encourage young people to exercise their social
conscience, civic pride and good citizenship.







Now, I’ve just talked a lot about students here, and they do
play a large part in this plan, but the ‘re not alone. National
Service is for everyone.

Here in New Orleans, many of you already know what it means
to make a difference in a community, because you‘’ve been doing
just that in a model program called the Delta Service Corps.
There’s Lawrence Williams, a team leader in the Corps who has
helped to restore housing for low-income residents with the local
Habitat for Humanity chapter.

Jane Sullivan is another American in service. She is a
retired public school teacher and a former Vista volunteer. In
her role as a leader in the Delta Corps, she helps rural
communities gain better access to health care, housing and other
assistance. As a minister’s wife, Jane has a long history of
service.

Paris Moore-Brown is also a Corps team leader and she is with
us here today. She worked with parents in public housing for drug
awareness outreach, and now plans to work with the physically
challenged. Paris says she has no tolerance for self-pity... and
she lives what she preaches. She has not been slowed by what
birth dealt her: a brittle bone disorder that left her, as an
adult and by her own measure, '"four-feet, two-and-a-quarter
inches tall." I think we can all agree, she stands much taller
than that.

We want to involve more people like Paris and Jane and
Lawrence. I know many of you are out there, maybe already working
in public service. And that’s good.

Another part of our plan is to build on the National and
Community Service Act of 1990 and the already flourishing
national service programs of non-profit groups and the states.
National Service will operate at the level Arericans know best,
at the grass-roots. Its programs will be locally driven because
we trust communities to know what works.

We are encouraging Americans of all ages and from all walks
of life to join in this mission. Young adul=s, we could use your
help tutoring children, volunteering at hosp:tals, rebuilding
neighborhoods... and serving as public safety officers. These
officers can work with police officers, probation officers,
judges and victim assistance workers to improve neighborhood
safety.

Teen-agers, even if you’re not old enough to drive a car,
maybe you can help steer a youngster in the right direction by
helping with homework after school.



Even a child can serve in programs that begin as early as
kindergarten. It can never be too early to learn the values that
make a good citizen. And for parents who want to serve, child
care will be available.

We have no upper age limit in our plan for service because,
very simply, our most experienced citizens have some of the best
knowledge to share. We want to ensure their role by including
existing programs like Foster Grandparents and Retired Senior
Volunteers.

To be successful, National Service will need the broad-based
support of all the American people: Parents and children...
churches and synagogues... colleges and universities... all
potential prov.ders and beneficiaries of service.

In our vision of National Service, everyone is a partner...
and that includes, in particular, America’s businesses. We need
business to contribute to this effort... matching Federal money
in local programs, contributing at the national level... and
helping to ensure that programs can get on their feet and in
time, become independent of Government money.

This is what will set this legislation apart from past
programs that rewarded service to country: It cuts out the
Government bureaucracy... and believe me, no one will miss it.

As part of our plan, we will set up a corporation for
National Service, and it will be run like a venture capital firnm,
not a big bureaucracy. And communities will have the flexibility
to make their programs work without a load of Government
regulations.

This year, we’ll ask Congress for an appropriation to put
25-thousand Americans into service, unleashing their energies to
make our country better. When our program is fully implemented,
we hope to have 150,000 in service; about ter times the size of
the Peace Corps at its full strength. I can’‘t think of a sounder
investment or a stronger commitment that we can make to our
communities.

Since I first outlined this plan at Rutgers -- challenging
Americans to service -- we’ve gotten an avalanche of mail in
response to the call, thousands of letters.

In each one we’ve seen, the message comes through loud and
clear: the cynics were wrong. Americans are hungry for a chance
to serve their country and to reap the rewards of civic pride and
education in the process.




In answering this call, our people are following a proud
history. More than a century ago, President Lincoln signed the
Homestead Act, and the frontier was settled by countless families
who took up the challenge in exchange for 100 acres to call their
own.

In the 1930’s, President Roosevelt enlisted millions of
young people to restore the environment through the Civilian
Conservation Corps... and their wages saw them through the
national nightmare of Depression. FDR gave others the chance to
support themselves by building America in the Works Progress
Administration.

The parents of the Baby Boom had the G-I Bill, which was one
of the best investments the Government has ever made. For every
dollar invested in education under the original law, the nation
received at least five-dollars in benefits, and as much as 12-and
a half-dollars.

A generation ago, America’s youth saw suffering in Latin
America, Asia and Africa, and it rushed to the challenge laid
down by President Kennedy. In the process, the Peace Corps became
America’s greatest ambassador, building bridges of understanding
to far-off cultures. Now, three decades later, the challenge
begins anew... and the crusade starts at your door.

In closing, let me say that on this 100th Day, reviews of
this Administration’s early accomplishments are as plentiful as
Louisiana crawfish.

In fact, we’re just out of the starting blocks for a four-
year marathon, but we’ve covered a lot of ground. Both Houses of
Congress agreed to the budget plan in record time... a plan that
will increase public and private investment and reduce the
national deficit by more than 500-Billion dollars.

Interest rates have gone down to a 20-year low, which alone
has brought on a rush of re-financings by homeowners... and that
promises to pump $100-Billion dollars back into the economy. A
huge bonus will be the new jobs created as b.sinesses find
they’re paying less to borrow.

By easing regulations and attacking the credit crunch, we’ve
given small businesses a hand because they are generating most of
the new jobs in this country. We have been fighting to put
Americans to work, and we know there’s a lot more work to do, but
we’‘re on our way.



Almost exactly one year ago, in the middle of the long
campaign for the job I have now, I stood in front of many of the
same people here today, for a meeting of the Democratic
Leadership Conference here in New Orleans. And I said then to my

fellow Americans: "I want you to think about what kind of
citizens you’re going to be... what kind of life you intend to
live... what kind of community you are determined to create."

I still firmly hold to those values as a guiding light for
our nation.

So let it be said on this 100th Day: This was the day the
American people were empowered to renew their nation and their
patriotism... called to action in the noblest of causes, the
cause of their fellow citizens.

Thank you and God bless you all.








































































of New Orleans. The detention center is for foreign nationals awaiting
deportation hearings. The sit-in, which initially involved 250 detainees from about
50 countries, was organized to protest the alleged suicide Sunday of a Jamaican
25-year-old detainee. Although the young man was found hanging in his cell, the
detainees contend that he was murdered.

LOCAL CONTROVERSY
Re-erection of Controversial Monument Stirs Emotions

Controversy has been stirred by the re-erection of a 100-year-old monument
commemorating a violent post-Civil War battle between the Reconstruction
Administration of Ulysses S. Grant and several hundred white New Orleans’
residents. The controversy surrounding the re-erection is due in part to David
Duke’s appearance at the rededication ceremonies in early March.

Originally erected in 1891, the monument served to honor the fighters of the
White League, a militaristic group widely perceived as both racist and organized
similar to the Klu Klux Klan. For many years, the monument had a plaque on it
stating that the Presidential election of 1876, which effectively ended
Reconstruction, "recognized white supremacy and gave us our state.”

On April 16, the New Orleans City Council passed an ordinance establishing a
process for removing such monuments or statues from public land and placing
them in a museum.



