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Among the most important duties of the new Archivist will be
to advise and assist the President regarding the
classification and categorization of his Presidential
records through the duration of his Administration, so that
they may be protected in keeping with his wishes and to the
full extent allowed by law.

Given the current controversies, and coming legal challenges
regarding access to Reagan Presidential and Bush Vice
Presidential materials, the nomination of a nominee for
Archivist able to win confirmation without controversy and
fulfill the duties of Archivist will require that he or she
demonstrate (1) responsiveness to the prerogatives of the
President and attentiveness to the confidentiality of
Presidential records; (2) appreciation of the statutory
obligations regarding public access to Presidential records;
and (3) perceived political independence with respect to the
distinction between Presidential and personal records to
ensure that the nominee's confirmation and tenure will not
become a battleground over access to the President's
personal records. '

The Conference Report on the bill creating the National
Archives as an independent agency states that "the conferees
intend that [the Archivist] be an officer performing
professional archival and records management functions
insulated from the political orientation of a particular
administration." Leading constituent organizations of the
National Archives® have already made clear their intention
to vehemently oppose the nomination of any Archivist nominee
whose nomination could be characterized as political and who
is without professional distinction in his or her own field
of endeavor, let alone as an archivist or historian. The
successful nominee must be able to win the support of these
constituencies so as to be confirmed without embarrassment
to the President.

The President's interests will be best protected in the
confirmation process, through the duration of his
Administration, and after the National Archives has taken
custody of his Presidential records by the appointment of an
Archivist whose independence is unassailable and whose
qualifications cannot be challenged.

! For example, the American Historical Association, the Society

of American Archivists, and the National Association of
Government Archives and Records Administrators.



