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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:

Thank you for your letter concerning Bolivian efforts to stem
the flow of illegal drugs in our hemisphere. I fully support
Bolivia’s democratically elected government, and I am encouraged
by the Government of Bolivia’s commitment to eliminate all
illegal coca cultivation by 2002.

My Administration is moving as quickly as possible to make
available the funds the Congress appropriated to the Agency for
International Development and the Department of State for anti-
drug programs in Bolivia. Our embassy in La Paz has transmitted
to the State Department a plan for disbursement of the funds,
and we are working with senior Bolivian officials to implement
that plan. :

You requested that we consider providing logistical support to
alleviate food shortages in certain communities that have
resulted from road blocks by protesters. Although the civil
disturbances in September and October interfered with food
supplies, particularly to the largest cities, the resulting
shortages did not pose a serious immediate threat. In the
Chapare, the primary illegal coca producing region, there were
no significant food shortages. Nevertheless, the U.S. embassy
provided logistical support for the rescue of trapped citizens
who feared for their personal safety.

Again, thank you for your letter and suggestions in this
important matter.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Trent tt
Majority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-2403



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter concerning Bolivian efforts to stem
the flow of illegal drugs in our hemisphere. I fully support
Bolivia‘’s democratically elected government, and I am encouraged
by the Government of Bolivia’s commitment to eliminate all
illegal coca cultivation by 2002.

My Administration is moving as quickly as possible to make
available the funds the Congress appropriated to the Agency for
International Development and the Department of State for anti-
drug programs in Bolivia. Our embassy in La Paz has transmitted
to the State Department a plan for disbursement of the funds,
and we are working with senior Bolivian officials to implement
that plan.

You requested that we consider providing logistical support to
alleviate food shortages in certain communities that have
resulted from road blocks by protesters. Although the civil
disturbances in September and October interfered with food
supplies, particularly to the largest cities, the resulting
shortages did not pose a serious immediate threat. In the
Chapare, the primary illegal coca producing region, there were
no significant food shortages. Nevertheless, the U.S. embassy
provided logistical support for the rescue of trapped citizens
who feared for their personal safety.

Again, thank you for your letter and suggestions in this
important matter.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Jesse Helms
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-3301
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