























































































































January 12.2001

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

Dear Mr. President,

[t has been an extraordinary four years here with you, Hillary, and the Gores. While | had
wanted so much to be here the whole time. [ can’t imagine teeling any more fulfilled by my
work. The opportunity that I’ve had to learn about Indian country and to be of help to them has
been a blessing. It has been especially wondertul because you care so much about it.

As | told you, [ intend to stay involved with the tribes by establishing a national political
committee. It’s mission is empowerment of all of the tribes and of individual Indian people.

We will do grassroots training, candidate recruitment, and polling, in addition to giving financial
help to those who support Indian country at the state and federal level. I hope that we can
educate people about the needs that exist in such a profound way in too many of the tribes. It is
also a way that the tribes with money can help those in need. There is no question that the
incoming administration will not hold these people in their heart in the manner that you have.

When [ think back to the time that | met you, twenty years ago this month, and remember what a
hard time it was for both ot us, [ truly rejoice in your accomplishments. History will record you
as one of our greatest Presidents. | have no doubt that you will see those plaudits in your
lifetime.

| wish you, the Senator and the future President (Chelsea). all ot the joy and fulfillment that you
deserve. It’s been a great ride—and as James Taylor says, “I'm with you, walking or riding.”
Please call on me to help with your work at the library with Indian country. They will need you
more than ever and they hold you in reverence.

With love.
Ly Cutler

Deputy Assistant to the President
Senior Advisor to the Chief of Staft on Indian Affairs



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 12, 2001
Dear Mr. President,

| refuse, defiantly, to write a farewell letter or to feel sad. We triumphed and we're not
going away.

The achievements of your presidency, | believe, encompass more than the sum of its
parts, more than an impressive list of bills enacted. They are lasting in the ways the
nation has been renewed and in the presidential model you provide.

First, you started the cycle of progress that had been unnaturally and viciously stopped.
When | was nearly twelve years old, in Chicago, | made the first money | ever made by
serving as an election day runner for my precinct captain, a city worker and retired
corner-man for various failed heavyweight contenders. In October 1960, John F.
Kennedy came to town to receive the support of the massed Democratic Party in a
torchlight parade that wound up in the old Chicago Stadium. Besides the five dollars |
was paid for getting my neighbors to vote, attending the rally was my reward. | never
really recovered. From that moment, my involvement in politics never ended. But when
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy were murdered, the promise of what
America might be was wrenchingly stopped. You may remember that in December
1987, when we met at Hilton Head, you remarked to me: “| hope you can help me." |
proved increasingly receptive to the notion and | have never, never regretted it. What
you did in the presidency was to start the cycle of American progress again—not just
the one that was stopped in the 1960s, but the one halted in the 1860s. It is the greatest
thing in our lives.

Second, you are only the fourth Democratic president, with the exception of Jefferson
and the Virginians, to have been elected to two successive terms. Jackson, Wilson and
Roosevelt all brought the nation into new progressive eras. You did too. Your
presidency fits that pattern for our time. You have set the standard for the presidency in
the 21st century. Your ideas on how to create one nation in a period of globalization will
be the basis for all politics to come. The new president and those after him will
inescapably be measured according to your standard.

| cherish my memories, of course, but nostalgia can be distorting and ultimately
debilitating. For all you have achieved, | know you have much more to do. Those of us
who worked with you carry a new public trust as well. It is the living legacy of your
presidency. We leave this building, but we are not finished.



Thank you for your friendship and your leadership. Those words may seem impersonal,
but they are heartfelt. | cannot truly describe my affection for you and Hillary.

Yo

Sidney Blumenthal
President






















































