













































































Judi Gold
1911 Belmont Rd NW #73
Washington, DC 20009

January 11, 2000

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

While many others may write more eloquently about your tenure, not many have known or
worked with you as long as [ have and I wanted to provide my personal thoughts.

Who knows what “history” will say. Clearly, what you have done for people by providing an
opportunity for not just jobs, but fulfilling lives has not just improved our economy but has really
improved the quality of life. Your efforts toward peace throughout the world have provided a
framework that simply cannot be broken. Your commitment to education, to health care, to equal
rights for all have made these issues a high priority for everyone.

But those are just a listing of the issues you have addressed. And while these are issues I also
care deeply about, it is your commitment and your leadership that have made you such a
tremendous President. It has often been written about FDR that he understood that a President
had to be a leader, but could not get too far ahead of the “crowd.” Well you certainly understood
that message and more to your credit, you often went one step further. Whether on health care,
gay rights, or in so many other areas, you were willing to take risks that guarantee that we as
people and as a country will have to deal with these concerns and, in fact will have to find
solutions.

Back in 1988 when you visited Colorado just prior to announcing you would not run for
President, you talked to a group and focused on the need to understand the United States in the
global economy, which was an issue rarely discussed. After you finished, a friend of mine who had
never met you turned to me and said something to the effect of - that man is amazing. It isn’t just
that he understands economics, but that he can talk about this in a way that is interesting and
understandable and without being condescending. And of course, you used that same ability
during your tenure as President on the global economy and on so many other issues.

Beyond your incredible knowledge of issues, your desire to listen to ideas, to learn from them and
to develop policies after listening and learning is a style many of us aspire to, but few have
(although many claim to have). And I do believe this comes naturally to you. It’s part of giving
people - not just those in power, but those affected by the laws or rules - ownership.



Because what has made you such an outstanding President (and such a good friend) is your
commitment. Commitment to public service and to the public. Commitment to people.
Commitment to good policy and good politics. And in fact, it is that understanding of politics and
policy that have played a large role in your success.

There are so many issues you have addressed that are near and dear to me. Gun control. Health
care for all. Responsibility and accountability. Education and literacy. Peace. What I always say
to people is here is a man who put race relations on the table and refused to allow it to be taken
off. This isn’t an issue you could just promote a law to “fix.” This is a cultural concern and you
have made sure everyone in this country knows that we must all focus on recognizing the
problems and then working every day to improve ourselves. It would have been easier perhaps to
not address race relations, or to only deal with specific laws or react to specific crimes. But you
took a path destined to promote discussion. And while that discussion has often become
controversial, it has guaranteed people must talk about the problems and therefore cannot deny
those problems exist. And that is extraordinary.

As you prepare for a new turn in your life and to becoming the spouse of the new Senator from
New York (who in her own right will be tremendous!), I just wanted to write and say thanks.
Again, this is not as eloquent as the public musings will be, and it is not intended to be at all
objective; it is just from my heart.

[ will end the way you often do, with a story. I was shopping a few weeks ago and was wearing
an old Clinton Campaign jacket from 1992. A woman in a wheel chair stopped me, looked at the
jacket and said “we will miss him. And, unfortunately, most people just won’t realize this until
after he has gone.” And I just smiled.

I wish you and your family well, and want you to know my commitment remains and if I can ever
be of assistance, do not hesitate to ask.

With Warmest Wishes,

Judi Gold
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U.S.Department of 400 Seventh St., SW.
Transportation January 10, 2001 washington, D.C. 20590
Office of the Secretary

of Tansportagtion

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

I am so proud to be a part of the Clinton-Gore Administration. Since you first
campaigned for the Presidency I have brought three children into the world. Today you
are the only President they know. They hoped that you would be followed by Al Gore-
Lieberman (they still haven’t realized these are two separate distinct individuals!) but will
be blessed for many years by the difference you have brought to this nation.

[ was born in the year that John F. Kennedy died and my mother reminded me
time and time again about the new feeling of excitement and optimism that swept across
the nation with his presidency. And I remember the same feeling coming over me as my
husband and I strolled down the mall during your first inauguration festivities.

My children also had the great honor of meeting you. We had been swimming at
Army Navy Country Club during one of your golf outings. You later visited with the
crowd. My twin two-year old sons were decked out in American flag swimsuits. When
they shook your hand you were kind enough to say that they were beautiful.

And when I came to the U.S. Department of Transportation I was honored to
work on the Mississippi Delta Initiative and to work for Rodney E. Slater. I was so proud
to participate in your New Markets trip to West Memphis and to help coordinate the
Delta conference here in Washington, D.C. During my many visits with Delta citizens, it
was clear that they were feeling the positive impact of the economic development
initiatives this Administration had targeted at those who previously had been left behind.

During your last State of the Union address you said, “We remain a new nation.
And as long as our dreams outweigh our memories, America will be forever young. That
is our destiny. And this is our moment.” Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to
serve and thank you for letting me share in your moment.

With sincerest regard and appreciation,

Deputy Assistant Secretary, Budget & Programs






















































THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH ANO HUMAN SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

Friday, January 12, 2001

Dear President Clinton:

The past eight years have been an extraordinary time. It has been an honor to take
this journey of public service with you. But the most important journey is the one that
the American people have taken. Under your leadership, our citizens have achieved
unprecedented health and prosperity. Our children are growing up stronger, healthier,
and safer. Health disparities, while not yet closed, are for the first time being seriously
addressed. We are living longer. We are living better. Our investments in science, both
public and private, have grown dramatically since 1993. And because they have, our
children and the children of the world can look forward to a future free from some of
today's ~ and tomorrow’s — biggest health threats. Our communities are most optimistic,
and there is a genuine sense of good will — and good feeling about the future. Finally, if
the last eight years proved nothing else, they proved that there is a continuing and central
role for government in providing opportunity and meeting the basic needs of ordinary
Americans. This is your legacy, and I am proud that we were able to work together to
achieve it.

The record speaks for itself. Infant mortality remains at an all time low while
childhood immunization rates have reached record highs. Children, women, seniors and
racial and ethnic minorities are receiving new and overdue focus in clinical care,
outreach, prevention and research. Our food supply and blood supply are safer than ever
before. The number of Americans without health insurance has started to decline, and
over three million children from working families now have insurance through S-CHIP.
We’ve put in place new safeguards to reduce medical errors and strengthen the quality of
our nation’s health care system. Not only has quality improved, Americans are better
informed about their health — and better able to participate in their own care. Also,
because of the new privacy regulation that you recently announced at HHS, the American
people have much less reason to fear that their medical records will end up in the wrong
hands.

Science and evidence-based research now provides the basis for public health
policy and practice. Investment in biomedical research and prevention is generating new
knowledge at a rapid pace. From the Human Genome Project to fighting HIV/AIDS to
closing in on a cure for cancer, we’re changing the health prospects of the American
people for generations to come.

We also pushed ahead - and stood firm — on the need to improve the allocation of
organs for transplant. Similarly, we drew a line in the sand on the use of tobacco among
children. And we have streamlined and strengthened our system for ensuring responsible
conduct of human research and protecting research subjects.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 15, 2001

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President,

The last time an American President visited Pakistan was the summer of 1969. I was two years
old and my family had just immigrated to lowa. My parents believed in the promise of this
country. But they never dreamed that the next time an American President stepped on Pakistani
soil, their son would be with him. In athousand ways, you have provided me and countless
others with opportunity unimagined.

I may be a speechwriter, but [ have trouble putting into words the pride I will always feel having
served in your Administration. I can say, you made the job of a speechwriter easy. Yes, because
of your unmatched gift of communicating with people. Yes, because the accomplishments of
this Administration alone made for a good speech.

But, most of all, because you stayed true. It was clear every time I looked back to your 1992
campaign speeches. Despite every effort by others to torpedo progress, your vision stayed fixed.
Priorities stayed focused on real people. Ideas triumphed. You did what you said you would do.
You renewed America.

As the first Muslim-American Presidential speechwriter, I also want to thank you for opening
eyes, minds and doors to the Muslim world. As much as you accomplished, perhaps the greatest
achievement has been restoring a sense of hope that tomorrow can be even better for every
American. Thank you for this unforgettable eight-year journey. But thank you even more for
leading us to where we can all “believe that a further shore is reachable from here.”

Sincerely,
Samir Afnidi

Special Assistant to the President and
Presidential Speechwriter



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 15, 2001
Dear President Clinton,

The night you were elected, I was an ocean away — a student at Oxford — but when you
spoke from the steps of the Old State House, I felt a new and sudden connection to the center of
things. I had never known a national leader to speak my language, give voice to my dreams, or
work to fulfill them.

I was delighted and, frankly, a little disoriented. I had come of age in the 1980s and had
never known what it was like actually to support a President, or to feel that small surge of pride
upon mere mention of the White House. I remember, in a straw poll in the 6™ grade, marking
my crayon ballot to re-elect President Carter; but my memory of a Democratic administration
was otherwise dim.

So I have taken none of this for granted — not your election, or re-election, or a single one
of your countless accomplishments. And one more thing I haven’t taken for granted: the chance
you have given me to contribute in a small way; to be present at pivotal moments; and to give all
of myself to something that is so much larger than myself.

Helping write your speeches has been an honor, and it’s been humbling. There aren’t any
other speechwriters in the business who look forward, as much as we do, to the delivery — most
of all to the ad-libs and the rewrites and the stuff we had nothing at all to do with, the stuff that’s
straight from the heart.

No matter who occupies your office in the years ahead, I will think of the White House
with pride. I will think of your work here to build a better future, and will feel forever fortunate

to have spent a few years, pen in hand, by your side.

Sincerely,

Jeff Shesol

Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of Presidential Speechwriting


















