















































































































































































































































I am here because I believe the new technologies like
the Internet and wireless communications can have an enormous
positive impact in the Navajo Nation. They can help you to leap-
frog over some of the biggest hurdles to develop your economic
and human potential. They can make great distances virtually
disappear. They can be a vehicle for job growth, for education,
for health care, for employment opportunities. They can be the
greatest equalizers our society has ever known.

I know the Navajo Nation has already begun to see this
potential, as President Begaye said. Here in Shiprock, the
closest public library is more than 30 miles away. Yet, thanks
to your new PowerUP partnership, children and parents now are
able to browse some of the great libraries of the world simply
by going to the Boys and Girls Club.

On the western side of the Navajo Nation, rural health
clinics are now linked through computers to the finest medical
specialists at the University of Arizona. Your new Navajo Able
initiative, funded in part by the Department of Education, is
providing technologies to help children with disabilities write
and communicate on computers. At Dine College, even rural
campuses have state-of-the-art computer labs, where students
soon will conduct real-time teleconferences with professors
all around the globe. But this is just the beginning.

Almost 30 years ago, when I was a young man, still a
student, with no money and no prospect reasonably of becoming
President, I first drove across New Mexico. I fell in love with
the land and the people. I had my first opportunity to buy for
my mother and the girlfriend who became my wife some beautiful
Navajo jewelry. Now, just imagine if all the remarkable
silversmiths and weavers of the Navajo Nation could sell their
work not only in local markets, but in national and global
markets as well.

Just imagine if all remote health clinics were connected
electronically to major medical centers. Imagine if then they
could commute to high-tech, high-paying jobs in large cities just
by getting on a computer here in Shiprock. Imagine if all your
children had access to the same world of knowledge at the same
instant as children in the wealthiest communities in America.

The potential is staggering and we have to seize it.

I am here today to pledge that the national government will
do its part in ways that honor your tribal sovereignty. Ever
since I have been President, we have worked to try to empower the




tribes of our nation. I will never forget the day in 1994, when
I had the chance to welcome leaders of more than 300 American
Indian tribes to the White House -- the first time this had been
done since President James Monroe's administration, in 1822.

You know, when I was just a very young boy I used to go to
the county public library in my hometown, in Arkansas. I can
remember spending day after day reading histories of Native
American tribes and biographies of famous chiefs. I remember
once I read in the biography of Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce
that incredible statement he made, "from this day I will fight
no more, forever." It was a noble, powerful, brave thing to do.

But as we all know, though many of your ancestors gave up
fighting and gave up land, water and mineral rights in exchange
for peace, security, health care and education, the federal
government did not live up to its end of the deal. That was
wrong. And I have worked hard to change it. There is nothing
more important to me than getting this government-to-government
relationship right -- but getting it right in a way that will
empower you to lift yourselves and your children, to fulfill
your potential and your dreams; not a patronizing relationship,
but an empowering one; not a handout, but a hand up -- a genuine
partnership so that your children can live their dreams.

As Congressman Udall said, I did ask in my State of the
Union address for the largest budget increases in history for new
and existing programs to assist tribal nations. That is why I
traveled last year to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota,
the home of the Lakota Sioux. That is why I made Indian country
an important focus of our New Markets Initiative.

Let me tell you what that is. I believe the only way to
keep this economy growing is to bring economic opportunity to
the people and the places who have been left behind. More
businesses, more jobs, more incomes mean growth without inflation
for the rest of America. People in New York City and Los Angeles
and Seattle and Dallas and Atlanta and Miami, they all have a
stake in your economic success. And I am here to bring that
message to you, and through our friends in the media, to them.

I want to give Americans who have money the same incentives
to invest in under-developed areas in America we now give them
to invest in under-developed areas of Latin America or Asia or
Africa. I want Americans to look first to people here at home,
who need work and education, who need technology and opportunity.



And there is no better place to begin than by bridging the
digital divide. Our e-rate initiative, to provide discount rates
to schools, hospitals and libraries that could not otherwise
afford them, an initiative pioneered by our Vice President, Al
Gore, and championed by this administration for years, has helped
to equip every classroom in the .consolidated school district with
computers and the wiring to connect to the Internet.

My new budget provides a major new initiative to prepare
‘Native Americans for careers in technical fields. It provides
$2 billion in tax incentives to encourage the private sector
to donate computers; sponsor community technology centers,
available to adults as well as children; provide technology
training for workers; and provide $150 million to train every
single new teacher on how to use this technology effectively

in the classroom -- and $100 million to create 1,000 community
technology centers all across the country, to serve all the
people of the community -- the old, the young, those in between,

those with disabilities and those without education, everyone
who can benefit from tapping into this new technology.

I want you to know that I am joined here today by private
sector leaders who are part of our national call to action.
Hundreds of organizations, including all 32 tribal colleges,
have answered this pledge. And I want to highlight just some
of the public and private commitments being made to benefit
the Navajo Nation and Native Americans all across our country.

First, and very important, our Federal Communications
Chairman, Bill Kennard, is proposing to expand the Lifeline
program to ensure that every Native American who needs it will
be able to get basic phone service for as little as $1 a month.
In this day and age, when we want every American to have access
to the Internet, we must first make sure that every American
has access to a phone, so there will be a line to hook into.

Second, Native American Systems, headed by Robert
Rutherford, a Choctaw, is committing $100,000 state-of-the-art
satellite communications to the Red Rock Day School, to provide
equipment to 30 other BIA schools in other parts of Indian
country. Tachyon is providing satellite Internet access to Dine
College and the Lake Valley School. Give them a hand. Compag
will provide $500,000 to spur the TechCorps schools partnership,
which uses the Internet and TechCorps volunteers to help teachers
make the best use of technology in the classroom. Four Navajo
Nation schools participated in the pilot of TechCorps schools.



Today I'm proud to say that this new commitment will make it
available to all Navajo Nation schools and all K-12 schools
nationwide for Native Americans.

Microsoft will provide $2.75 million in software and
technical support for the American Indian Tribal College program,
which will directly benefit Dine College. Andersen Consulting
has committed $100,000 to support small business in Indian
country, something we need more of. We need access to capital,
training, and technological support. The capacity to grow small
businesses in Indian country is far greater than anything we have
realized to date.

Healtheon/WebMD will provide valuable Internet sources to
the medical professionals at the Indian Health Service facility
right here in Shiprock.

Let's give all these groups a big hand.

I began my remarks today by doing my best to introduce
myself to you in the proper way, telling you my name and my
family's clan in your language, as best I could. Well, it's true
we are from different clans. Your ancestors were here on this
continent, here within the Four Sacred Mountains, long before my
ancestors even knew of the existence of this continent and this
land we call America. But, my friends, we are now all part of
the same American family. We are all related, and it is time we
acted like we were all related.

We have never had a better chance to build the right kind
of relationship. We have never had a better chance to build new
connections between people, between cultures, between nations.
The Navajo Code-Talkers gave us one of history's most stirring
lessons on the power of communications. They showed us in the
most concrete way that our cultural diversity in America can be
our greatest strength. And that is why we must do everything
in our power to allow all Dine to lend their talents and their
skills to the great enterprise of building our future together.

Ahehee doo hagoonee. Thank you.
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Thank you. Bill, thank you for welcoming me back to Hyde
Park and the Roosevelt Library. I love coming here. I'm sorry
Idve only come three times. And, Al, thank you for your
wonderful introduction. And to you and Ginger, thank you for
your years of friendship. He's very good at giving the credit to
everybody else, but the truth is it would be hard to think of a
single American citizen who, as a private citizen, has had a more
positive impact on the progress of American life in the last 25
years than Al From.

I am delighted to see so many members of Congress here,
members of the Senate and the House; the Governor; present and
former members of the administration. Mack McLarty was Chief of
Staff when we did four big DLC things. We did the economic plan,
the Brady Bill, Family Leave law, and NAFTA. Mack, the other day
a commentator said you know, if it hadn't been for his first two
years, Bill Clinton's average approval ratings would be the
highest ever recorded. And Hillary looked at me and she said, if
it hadn't been for the first two years, when you made all the
unpopular decisions, the next six years would not have happened.

Mayor Brown, we're glad to see you here. And my Mayor,
Mayor Williams, thank you. Thank all of you for being here, and
for what you're about to do.

Franklin Roosevelt said he often came back to Hyde Park
because it gave him "a chance to think quietly about the country
as a whole, and to see it in a long-range perspective." That's
what you're being asked to do.

I've often, in quiet moments at the White House, thought
about my predecessors -- the ones who succeeded, the ones who
didn't, why they did or didn't. Roosevelt had what Justice
Holmes called a first-class temperament, a lot of personal
courage, a good mind, and a great attitude. He had a good time
being President, even in difficult times. And he learned to have
a good time in the midst of almost constant personal pain.

It's worth remembering that life's successes are a curious
blend of what you make happen and what happens to you; the gifts
God gives you and what you do with them. But today I want to
focus on the fact that he was always interested in ideas.



2

The other day I read Frances Perkins' wonderful book about
her lifetime friendship with Roosevelt. You know she was the
first woman in the Cabinet; she served as Secretary of Labor the
entire time President Roosevelt was in office. She kept trying
to quit and he wouldn't let her. And if you read this book, at
the end you get a feeling that he had some sense of his own
mortality. She kept trying to leave and he kept trying to get
her to hold on to the end. And then, of course, he died shortly
after being reelected to his fourth term.

But through this whole thing, you get this sense that from
the time she was a young social worker and he was a young state
senator, when he still had full use of his physical facilities --
and played a pretty good game of golf, I might add -- that they
had this magical chemistry born of the fact that even though they
were different people from different worlds, in the beginning
with very different positions on certain issues, they both
understood that public service was something that you weren't
supposed to covet for the power, but something you wanted to do
so you could help other people, and that ideas mattered.

So you come here today to think about where we are and where
we ought to go and what the long-range challenges are. And Al's
already said a lot of what I want to say, but I want to say some
of the things he said and tie it back to what we did in New
Orleans in 1990, because I believe that thinking is a big and
often underutilized part of success in public life. And I think
ideas matter.

Let me say that sometime into my first term, maybe 1995 or
something, a distinguished scholar whom I at that time had never
met, and who at that time was at Syracuse -- I believe he's at
Harvard now -- Thomas Patterson -- said, contrary to the popular
belief that most politicians are congenitally dishonest, most
people do what they say they're going to do when they get
elected. And if you look at the history of Presidents, most of
them do what they say they're going to do. And when they don't,
it's usually because something has really changed, and we're glad
they didn't.

We're glad Franklin Roosevelt didn't balance the budget,
because if he had, under those circumstances, it would have been
worse. Abraham Lincoln promised not to free the slaves. We're
glad he broke that commitment. But, by and large, if you look at
the whole history of American public life, when a President runs
for office and says, vote for me, this is what I want to do, they
pretty well do that. Or they at least get caught trying to do
0.1 -




3

And one of the things that really has meant the most to me,
of all the things I've read -- and I've read a lot a stuff I just
as soon not have in theé last eight years -- was Patterson said
that by 1995, our administration had already kept a higher
percentage of its commitments to the American people than the
previous five Presidents. And we had made more commitments.

The point I want to make today, to emphasize the importance
of what it is you're about to do, is that the reason that was
possible is, I had thought a lot about what I would do. And I
had thought with many of you -- with Bruce and Will and Rob and
the whole DLC crowd, and a lot of you who were going to these
meetings back in the '80s and the '90s -- so that when I
announced for President, I did it not because I wanted to get out
of what I was doing -- I was actually happier than I had ever
been with my work as governor and with my situation at home in
Arkansas -- but because I thought something needed to be done,
and I had thought a lot about it. And this New Orleans
Declaration was a milestone in that process.

Therefore, you cannot possibly overestimate the importance
of what you're here to do if you do it in all seriousness.

Let's just look the New Orleans Declaration. We met there
in 1990. As Al said, the times were different -- the economy was
bad, the deficit was high, the debt had exploded, all the social
conditions were worsening. And Washington seemed to be stuck in
a kind of ideological trench warfare, where the Republicans said
that government was the problem, and we said that it was the
solution. And we always had to have a false choice -- you had to
choose the economy or the environment; you had to choose
impoverishment or entitlement; you had to choose business or
labor.

By contrast the DLC -- this is one of the reasons the DLC
succeeded, by the way -- had people who were in politics in
Washington and out in the country, and a lot of our people in
Washington spent a lot of time in the country, and we realized
that no one else in the world thought about things or experienced
things in the way the Washington media and political
establishment talked about issues; and that we didn't agree with
all these false choices.

And so, in New Orleans 10 years ago, we set out to outline
what we believed ought to be done. Our approach came to be known
as the Third Way. Basically, it was rooted in common sense, a
common devotion to our party's oldest values, and a common vision
of the new era in which we were living.
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into the American economic and cultural mainstream. That idea,
turned into action, has given us the lowest African American and
Hispanic unemployment rates ever recorded; record numbers of
minority-owned businesses; vigorous enforcement of civil rights;
and the widest participation of minorities in the federal
government at high levels and in the federal judiciary in
American history.

We said we believe in the imperative of work and the
importance of family. I could give you lots of examples of that,
but just take the Family and Medical Leave law, the first bill I
signed, vetoed by the previous administration: 21 million-plus
Americans have taken some time off when a baby is born or a
parent is sick. And they said it would wreck the economy. Well,
21 million families are stronger, and so is the American economy.
The idea in the New Orleans Declaration was right.

We said we believe American citizenship entails
responsibility as well as rights, and we mean to ask citizens to
give something back to their community. That idea, turned into
action, has led to a whole series of remarkable partnerships.
The welfare-to-work partnership, for example, has led to 12,000
companies to voluntarily commit to hire now something like
400,000 people off the welfare rolls. The Vice President's
partnership with the auto companies and the auto workers has led
to this whole effort to develop the next generation vehicle,
which already has prototypes that will be on the market within
two years -- 60, 70, 80 miles a gallon.

The partnership we had with the entertainment industry led
to the passage of the v-chip requirement and rating systems for
television programs and video games. And most of all, of course,
it led to AmeriCorps, which now has permitted over 150,000 young
Americans to serve in their communities. We had more people in
AmeriCorps in its first five years than the Peace Corps did in
its first 20 years, because of the idea that the DLC relentlessly
advanced.

We said we believed the U.S. must remain energetically
engaged in the worldwide struggle for individual liberty, human
rights and prosperity, not retreat from the world. That idea
turned into action has given us a stronger and expanded NATO; new
initiatives against terrorism and weapons of mass destruction;
progress on peace in Northern Ireland and the Middle East;
forceful stands against ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo;
and new initiatives to expand trade and advance democracy in
Africa, the Caribbean Basin, Latin America, and the Asian Pacific
region.
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In short, because of the work done in New Orleans and the
fact that the American people gave us a chance two years later to
test it, we have proven that ideas matter, and that for the
decade of the '90s our ideas were the right ones. They have put
the Democratic Party at the vital center of American life, and
inspired the rise of new progressive governments throughout
Europe and the industrialized world. 1Indeed, I'm going to be
meeting with many of these leaders next month in Berlin, people
all over the world who have seen what happened here, taken ideas
seriously, and want to see what they can do to lift their people
and make them a part of the new information age of globalization.

Most important of all, these ideas put into action have
brought our country into a moment of unparalleled prosperity and
promise. Now, I think we have a rare opportunity to identify and
move on the big, long-term challenges the country faces in the
new century. And I think the DLC -- to borrow a little of your
own medicine -- has both the opportunity and the responsibility
to put forth a declaration here which will guide our party and
should guide our nation for the next 10 years.

That's your task. What is the new Democratic agenda for the
21st century? Here's what I think it ought to say.

First, we will keep the economy strong by paying down the
debt, maintaining our lead in science and technology, and
extending our economic benefits to people and places left behind,
opening new markets and closing the investment and digital
divide.

Second, we will 1lift up all working families out of poverty,
and end child poverty, by increasing the EITC, the minimum wage,
and our support for child care, housing, transportation, and
responsible fatherhood.

Third, we will make sure every child starts school ready to
learn, graduates ready to succeed, and has the chance to go to
college, by investing more in education and demanding more of all
the participants in our education process, and by opening college
to everyone by making tuition deductible.

Fourth, we will enable Americans to succeed at work and at
home with more support for child care, expanding opportunity for
health care coverage, a patients' bill of rights, and tax relief
for middle class families to educate their kids, afford quality
child care, and take care of aging or disabled relatives who need
long-term care.
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Fifth, we will make America the safest big nation on Earth,
with more police, more prevention, more prosecutors, and more
effective measures to Keep guns away from children and criminals.

Sixth, we will meet the challenge of the aging of America by
extending the life of Social Security, strengthening and
modernizing Medicare with a prescription drug benefit, providing
a tax cut for long-term care and for uninsured Americans over 55
to buy into Medicare, and helping working families to establish
their own retirement accounts so that more Americans have a
chance to create wealth.

Next, we will reverse the course of climate change while
enhancing, rather than eroding, economic growth with new
technologies and new sources of alternative energy.

Let me just say, when I went back and read the New Orleans
Declaration, the one thing I wish we'd made more of is the
environment, because we have now proved you can grow the economy
and improve the environment. This is an even more important
issue now than it was 10 years ago because of the impact of
climate change. We must address this. Every member of Congress
here will tell you that a huge portion of decision-makers in our
country and throughout the world -- and most troubling, in some
of the biggest developing nations -- still believe you cannot
have economic growth unless you pour more greenhouse gases into
the atmosphere.

Just like these big ideas helped us back in 1990, there is
nothing so dangerous as for a people to be in the grip of a big
idea that is no longer true. It was once true that you had to
put more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere to grow the
economy, to build a middle class, make a country rich. It is not
true anymore.

By contrast, the other party is making an assault on my
decision to set aside the 40 million roadless acres in the
National Forests. The Audubon Society says it's the most
important conservation measure in the last 50 years.

The point I'm trying to make is that good people will
continue to make bad decisions if they're in the grip of a wrong
idea. This is not simply a case of interest groups fighting each
other. This is really a question of whether we have honestly
come to terms with what the facts are, what the evidence shows
about the way economies can, and indeed, should work.
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And there's no way in the world we'll be able to convince
our friends in India or China, which over the next 30 years will
become bigger emitters ‘of greenhouse gases than we are, that they
can take a different path to development, and that we're not
trying to keep them poor, unless we can demonstrate that we have
let the big wrong idea go and that we have evidence that a
different way will work.

You can't expect any of these members of Congress who come
from rural districts that have a lot of poor people, or that rely
on agriculture, to take different approaches unless there is a
specific, clear, meaningful alternative that they can embrace.

So I'm sort of off the script here, but this is a big deal.
We need more of our people who know what the facts are here. We
need to know what can we really get out of automobile and truck
mileage; how realistic is it to have alternative sources of fuel;
what can you get if you build all new houses and office buildings
with glass that lets in more light and keeps out more heat and
celd;

This is something that most of you normally wouldn't think
an elected official needs to know. But we do need to know.
This is a huge, huge issue.

Seventh, we will keep working to build one America at
home -- to make a strength of our diversity so that other
nations can be inspired to overcome their own ethnic and
religious tensions. For me that means passing the Employment
Nondiscrimination Act, the hate crimes bill, and expanding
national service. I meet with these AmeriCorps kids everywhere
I go, and the thing they say over and over and over again is that
we gave them a chance to see how different people live, to see
how much we have in common as human beings, and to understand
just what it means to be an American citizen at the dawn of a
new century.

And last, we will continue to lead the world away from
terror, weapons of mass destruction, and destructive ethnic,
racial and religious conflicts, toward greater cooperation and
shared peace and prosperity.

That's what this vote about China is all about. Yes, it's
a good economic deal. China has agreed to open its markets. I
just got out of the airplane and there were a few hundred people
at the airport. So I went over and shook hands and said hello to
all the children. And this guy says, you really think this China
thing is a good deal? I said, yes, I do. And he said, why? I
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said, well, in the first place, we've been calling it a trade
agreement and it isn't. For a trade agreement, I get a few
things and I have to give up a few things. But this is a
membership agreement. All we give them is membership, and they
do all the market opening. That's their dues for membership in
the World Trade Organization.

That's why, in narrow self-interested terms, it's a 100 to
nothing deal not only for the United States, but for anybody else
who votes to let the Chinese into the WTO. But, even though for
me the economic choice is clear, far, far more important to me
are the moral and national security arguments. I looked at all
those kids in that crowd today and I was reminded again that we
fought three wars in Asia in the last half of the 20th century,
and that we have a chance to build a different future. Not a
guarantee, but a chance.

Yes, China is still a one-party state, restricting rights of
free speech and religious expression, doing things from time to
time that frustrate us and even anger us. But by forcing China
to slash subsidies and tariffs that protect inefficient
industries, which the Communist Party has long used to exercise
day-to-day control, by letting our high-tech companies bring the
Internet and the information revolution to China, we will be
unleashing forces that no totalitarian operation rooted in the
last century's industrial society can control.

Two years ago there were 2 million Internet users in China;
last year there were 9 million; this year there are something
over 20 million. At some point there will be over 100 million,
and at some point, some threshold that no one can identify with
precision will be crossed and it will be a very different world.

I think it is also worth pointing out that the more China
operates within rule-based systems, with us and with other
countries, the more likely they are to see the benefit of the
rule of law, and the more likely that benefit is to flow down to
ordinary people -- in those 900,000 villages where they're
already electing their mayors, and in the cities.

I think it is quite interesting that the people in China
who hope we will beat this next week are the ultraconservatives
in the military and the state-owned industries. And quite
interesting that people who have been persecuted in China and
other places, by and large, want us to vote yes on PNTR.

Martin Lee, the head of the democracy movement in Hong Kong,
came all the way over here to ask Congress to vote for this.






























2

Yes, we've always had our differences and being human and
imperfect, we always will. But the simple fact is, since Europe
is an idea as much as a place, America also is a part of Europe,
bound by ties of family, history and values.

More than ever, we are also actually connected. Underwater
cables allow us to send staggering amounts of e-mail and e-
commerce to each other instantaneously. One billion dollars in
trade and investment goes back and forth every day, employing
more than 14 million people on both sides of the Atlantic.

And there is the enduring connection -- the 104,000
Americans who lie in military cemeteries across Europe.
Today's Europe would not be possible without them. And
whatever work I have done to merit your prize was built on
their sacrifice.

So, my friends, we must nourish the ties that bind us as we
work to resolve honest disagreements, and to overcome potentially
harmful misperceptions, on both sides of the Atlantic. Let me
mention just two.

There is a perception right now in America that
Europe doesn't always carry its fair share of our mutual
responsibilities. Yet Europeans are providing more than
80 percent of both the troops keeping the peace in Kosovo and
the funds for economic reconstruction there. And few Americans
know that in our own backyard, Europeans paid for more than
60 percent of all aid to Central America when it was ravaged
by Hurricane Mitch, and one-third of all support for peace in
Guatemala.

At the same time, there is a perception in Europe that
America's power -- military, economic, cultural -- is at times
too overbearing. Perhaps our role in NATO's air campaign in
Kosovo accentuated such fears. But in Kosovo, our power was
exercised in alliance with Europe, in pursuit of our shared
interest in European peace and stability, in defense of shared
values central to the goal of European integration.

If, after Kosovo, European countries strengthen their own
ability to act with greater authority and responsibility in times
of crisis, while maintaining our transatlantic link, I think that
is a very good thing. There is no contradiction between a strong
Europe and a strong transatlantic partnership.

I would also like to mention that our partnership, as the
Lord Mayor pointed out, and as Chancellor Schroeder said, remains
profoundly important, not only to ourselves, but to the rest of
the world as well. Together, we account for more than half the
world's economy and 90 percent of its humanitarian aid. If we're
going to win the fight against terrorism, organized crime, the
























How we fare as a nation far into the 21st Century depends upon what we do as a
nation today.

So with our budget surplus growing, our economy expanding, our confidence
rising, now is the moment for this generation to meet our historic responsibility to
the 21st Century.

THEAGING OF 21ST CENTURY AMERICA

Our fiscal discipline gives us an unsurpassed opportunity to address a remarkable
new challenge—the aging of America. With the number of elderly Americans set to
double by 2030, the baby boom will become a senior boom.

So first, and above all, we must save Social Security for the 21st Century.

Early in this century, being old meant being poor. When President Roosevelt created
Social Security, thousands wrote to thank him for eliminating what one woman called the
“stark terror of penniless, helpless old age.” Even today, without Social Security, half our
nation’s elderly would be forced into poverty.

Today, Social Security is strong. But by 2013, payroll taxes will no longer be sufficient
to cover monthly payments. By 2032, the trust fund will be exhausted and Social Security
will be unable to pay the full benefits older Americans have been promised.

The best way to keep Social Security a rock-solid guarantee is not to make drastic cuts
in benefits, not to raise payroll tax rates, not to drain resources from Social Security in the
name of saving it.

Instead, I propose that we make an historic decision to invest the surplus to save Social
Security.

Specifically, I propose that we commit 60 percent of the budget surplus for the next 15
years to Social Security, investing a small portion in the private sector, just as any private or
state government pension would do. This will earn a higher return and keep Social Security
sound for 55 years.

But we must aim higher. We should put Social Security on a sound footing for the next
75 years. We should reduce poverty among elderly women, who are nearly twice as likely
to be poor as our other seniors. And we should eliminate the limits on what seniors on
Social Security can earn.

Now, these changes will require difficult but fully achievable choices over and above
the dedication of the surplus. They must be made on a bipartisan basis. They should be
made this year. So let me say to you tonight, I reach out my hand to all of you in both
Houses, in both parties, and ask that we join together in saying to the American people: we
will save Social Security now.







Listen to this: if we set aside 60 percent of the surplus for Social Security and 16
percent for Medicare, over the next 15 years, that saving will achieve the lowest level
of publicly-held debt since right before World War I, in 1917.

So with these four measures—saving Social Security, strengthening Medicare,
establishing the USA Accounts, supporting long-term care—we can begin to meet our
generation’s historic responsibility to establish true security for 21st Century seniors.

21ST CENTURY SCHOOLS

There are more children from more diverse backgrounds in our public schools than at
any time in our history. Their education must provide the knowledge and nurture the creativity
that will allow our entire nation to thrive in the new economy.

Today we can say something we couldn’t say six years ago: with tax credits and
more affordable student loans, with more work-study jobs and more Pell grants, with
education IRAs and the new HOPE Scholarship tax cut that more than five million
Americans will receive this year, we have finally opened the doors of college to all
Americans.

With our support, nearly every state has set higher academic standards for public schools,
and a voluntary national test is being developed to measure the progress of our students.
With over $1 billion in discounts available this year, we are well on our way to our goal of
connecting every classroom and library to the Internet.

Last fall, you passed our proposal to start hiring 100,000 new teachers to reduce class
size in the early grades. Now I ask you to finish the job.

Our children are doing better. SAT scores are up; math scores have risen in nearly all grades.
But there’s a problem. While our 4th graders outperform their peers in other countries in math
and science, our 8th graders are around average, and our 12th graders rank near the bottom.

We must do better. Each year, the national government invests more than $15 billion in
our public schools. I believe we must change the way we invest that money, to support what
works and to stop supporting what does not work. Later this year, I will send to Congress a
plan that, for the first time, holds states and school districts accountable for progress and
rewards them for results. My Education Accountability Act will require every school district
receiving federal help to take the following five steps.

First, all schools must end social promotion. No child should graduate from high school
with a diploma he or she can’t read. We do our children no favors when we allow them to
pass from grade to grade without mastering the material.

But we can’t just hold students back because the system fails them. So my balanced
budget triples the funding for summer school and after-school programs, to keep a million
children learning.






21ST CENTURY SUPPORT FOR AMERICAN FAMILIES

We must do more to support the millions of parents who give their all every day at
home and at work.

The most basic tool of all is a decent income. So let’s raise the minimum wage by a
dollar an hour over the next two years. And let’s make sure that women and men get equal
pay for equal work by strengthening enforcement of equal pay laws.

That was encouraging. There was more balance on the seesaw. | like that. Let’s give
them a hand. That’s great.

Working parents also need quality child care. So, again this year, I ask Congress to
supportour plan for tax credits and subsidies for working families, for improved safety and
quality, for expanded after-school programs. Our plan also includes a new tax credit for
stay-at-home parents, too. They need support, as well.

Parents should never have to worry about choosing between their children and their
work. The Family and Medical Leave Act—the very first bill I signed into law in 1993—
has helped millions and millions of Americans to care for a newborn baby or an ailing
relative without risking their jobs. I think it’s time, with all the evidence that it has been so
little burden to employers, to extend Family Leave to 10 million more Americans working
for smaller companies. And I hope you will support it.

Finally on the matter of work, parents should never have to face discrimination in the
workplace. So I ask Congress to prohibit companies from refusing to hire or promote workers
simply because they have children. That is not right.

America’s families deserve the world’s best medical care. Thanks to bipartisan federal
support for medical research, we are now on the verge of new treatments to prevent or
delay diseases from Parkinson’s to Alzheimer's, from arthritis to cancer. But as we continue
our advances in medical science, we can’t let our medical system lag behind.

Managed care has literally transformed medicine in America—driving down costs, but
threatening to drive down quality as well. I think we ought to say to every American: you
should have the right to know all your medical options—not just the cheapest. If you need
a specialist, you should have the right to see one. You have aright to the nearest emergency
care if you’re in an accident. These are things that we ought to say. And I think we ought to
say, you should have aright to keep your doctor during a period of treatment, whetherit’s a
pregnancy or chemotherapy, or anything else.

I have ordered that these rights be extended to the 85 million Americans served by
Medicare, Medicaid, and other federal health programs. Butonly Congress can pass a Patients’
Bill of Rights for all Americans. Now, last year, Congress missed that opportunity, and we
must not miss that opportunity again. For the sake of our families, I ask us to join together
across party lines and pass a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights.






A 21ST CENTURY ECONOMY

Today, America is the most dynamic, competitive, job-creating economy in history. But
we can do even better—in building a 21st Century economy that embraces all Americans.

Today’s income gap is largely a skills gap. Last year, the Congress passed'a law enabling
workers to get a skills grant to choose the training they need. And I applaud all of you here
who were part of that. This year, I recommend a five-year commitment in the new system so
that we can provide, appropriate training opportunities for all Americans who lose their
jobs, and expand rapid response teams to help all towns which have been really hurt when
businesses close. I hope you will support this. And, I ask your support for a dramatic increase
in federal support for adult literacy, to mount a national campaign aimed at helping the
millions and millions of working people who still read at less than a Sth grade level.

Here’s some good news: in the past six years, we have cut the welfare rolls nearly
in half. Two years ago, from this podium, I asked five companies to lead a national
effort to hire people off welfare. Tonight, our Welfare to Work Partnership includes
10,000 companies who have hired hundreds of thousands of people. And our balanced
budget will help another 200,000 people move to the dignity and pride of work. I hope
you will support it.

We mustdo more to bring the spark of private enterprise to every corner of America—
to build a bridge from Wall Street to Appalachia, to the Mississippi Delta, to our Native
American communities—with more support for community development banks, for
empowerment zones, for 100,000 more vouchers for affordable housing. And I ask Congress
to support our bold new plan to help businesses raise up to $15 billion in private sector
capital to ring jobs and opportunities to our inner cities and rural areas—with tax credits
and loan guarantees, including the new American Private Investment Companies, modeled
on the Overseas Private Investment Corporation.

For years and years and years, we’ve had OPIC, because we knew we had untapped
markets overseas. But our greatest untapped markets are not overseas—they are right here
at home. And we should go after them.

We must work hard to help bring prosperity back to the family farm. As this Congress
knows very well, dropping prices and the loss of foreign markets have devastated too many
family farms. Last year, the Congress provided substantial assistance to help stave off disaster
in American agriculture. I am ready to work with lawmakers of both parties to create a farm
safety net that will include crop insurance reform and farm income assistance. I ask you to
join with me and do this. This should not be a political issue. Everyone knows what a
serious economic problem is going on in rural America today, and we need an appropriate
means to address it.







We must enforce our trade laws when imports unlawfully flood our nation. I have already
informed the government of Japan that if that nation’s sudden surge of steel imports into our
country is not reversed, America will respond. We must help all manufacturers hit hard by
the present crisis with loan guarantees and other incentives to increase American exports by
nearly $2 billion.

I'd like to believe we can achieve a new consensus on trade, based on these principles.
And I ask the Congress again to join me in this common approach and to give the President
the trade authority long used—and now overdue and necessary—to advance our prosperity
in the 21st Century.

Tonight, I issue a call to the nations of the world to join the United States in a new round
of global trade negotiations to expand exports of services, manufacturers and farm products.
Tonight I say we will work with the International Labor Organization on a new initiative to
raise labor standards aroundthe world. And this year, we will lead the international community
to conclude a treaty to ban abusive child labor everywhere in the world.

If we do these things—invest in our people, our communities, our technology, and lead
in the global economy—then we will begin to meet our historic responsibility to build a
21st Century prosperity for America.

A STRONG AMERICA IN A NEW WORLD

No nation in history has had the opportunity and the responsibility we now have to
shape a world that is more peaceful, more secure, more free.

All Americans can be proud that our leadership helped tobring peace in Northern Ireland.

All Americans can be proud that our leadership has put Bosnia on the path to peace.
And with our NATO allies, we are pressing the Serbian government to stop its brutal
repressionin Kosovo—to bring those responsible to justice, and to give the people of Kosovo
the self-government they deserve.

All Americans can be proud that our leadership renewed hope for lasting peace in the
Middle East. Some of you were with me last December as we watched the Palestinian
National Council completely renounce its call for the destruction of Israel. Now I ask
Congress to provide resources so that all parties can implement the Wye Agreement—to
protect Israel’s security, to stimulate the Palestinian economy, to support our friends in
Jordan. We must not, we dare not, let them down.

As we work for peace, we must also meet threats to our nation’s security—including
increased dangers from outlaw nations and terrorism. We will defend our security wherever
we are threatened, as we did this summer when we struck at Osama bin Laden’s network
of terror. The bombing of our embassies in Kenya and Tanzania reminds us again of the
risks faced every day by those who represent America to the world. So let’s give them the







alone. America needs a strong and effective U.N. I want to work with this new Congress
to pay our dues and our debts.

We must continue to support security and stability in Europe and Asia—expanding
NATO and defining its new missions; maintaining our alliance with Japan, with Korea,
with our other Asian allies; and engaging China.

In China, last year, I said to the leaders and the people what I’d like to say again
tonight: stability can no longer be bought at the expense of liberty. But I'd also like
to say again to the American people: It’s important not to isolate China. The more we
bring China into the world, the more the world will bring change and freedom to
China.

Last spring, with some of you, I traveled to Africa, where I saw democracy and reform
rising, but still held back by violence and disease. We must fortify African democracy
and peace by launching Radio Democracy for Africa, supporting the transition to
democracy now beginning to take place in Nigeria, and passing the African Trade and
Development Act.

We must continue to deepen our ties to the Americas and the Caribbean—our common
work to educate children, fight drugs, strengthen democracy and increase trade. In this
hemisphere, every government but one is freely chosen by its people. We are determined
that Cuba, too, will know the blessings of liberty.

The American people have opened their hearts and their arms to our Central American
and Caribbean neighbors who have been so devastated by the recent hurricanes. Working
with Congress, I am committed to help them rebuild. When the First Lady and Tipper Gore
visited the region, they saw thousands of our troops and thousands of American volunteers.
In the Dominican Republic, Hillary helped to rededicate a hospital that had been rebuilt by
Dominicans and Americans, working side-by-side. With her was someone else who has
been very important to the relief efforts.

You know, sports records are made and, sooner or later, they’re broken. But making
other people’s lives better, and showing our children the true meaning of brotherhood—that
lasts forever. So, for far more than baseball, Sammy Sosa, you're a hero in two countries
tonight. Thank you.

If we do these things—if we pursue peace, fight terrorism, increase our strength, renew
our alliances—we will begin to meet our generation’s historic responsibility to build a stronger
21st Century America in a freer, more peaceful world.

21ST CENTURY COMMUNITIES

As the world has changed, so have our own communities. We must make them safer,
more livable and more united.






Tonight I propose a new clean air fund to help communities reduce greenhouse and
other pollution, and tax incentives and investments to spur clean energy technology. And I
want to work with members of Congress in both parties to reward companies that take early,
voluntary action to reduce greenhouse gases.

All our communities face a preservation challenge, as they grow and green space shrinks.
Seven thousand acres of farmland and open space are lost every day. In response, I propose
two major initiatives: first, a $1-billion Livability Agenda to help communities save open
space, ease traffic congestion, and grow in ways that enhance every citizen’s quality of life.
And second, a $1-billion Lands Legacy Initiative to preserve places of natural beauty all
across America—from the most remote wildemess to the nearest city park.

These are truly landmark initiatives, which could not have been developed without
the visionary leadership of the Vice President. I want to thank him very much for his
commitment.

To get the most out of your community, you have to give something back. That’s why
we created AmeriCorps—our national service program that gives today’s generation a chance
to serve their communities and earn money for college.

So far, in just four years, 100,000 young Americans have built low-income homes with
Habitat for Humanity, helped to tutor children with churches, worked with FEMA to ease
the burden of natural disasters, and performed countless other acts of service that have
made America better. I ask Congress to give more young Americans the chance to follow
their lead and serve America in AmeriCorps.

We must work to renew our national community as well for the 21st Century. Last year
the House passed the bipartisan campaign finance reform legislation sponsored by
Representatives Shays and Meehan and Senators McCain and Feingold. But a partisan
minority in the Senate blocked reform. So I'd like to say to the House: pass it again, quickly.
And I'd like to say to the Senate: I hope you will say yes to a stronger American democracy
in the year 2000.

Since 1997, our Initiative on Race has sought to bridge the divides between and among
our people. In itsreport last fall, the Initiative’s Advisory Board found that Americans really
do want to bring our people together across racial lines.

We know it’s been a long journey. For some, it goes back to before the beginning of our
Republic; for others, back since the Civil War; for others, throughout the 20th Century. But
for most of us alive today, in a very real sense, this journey began 43 years ago, when a
woman named Rosa Parks sat down on a bus in Alabama and wouldn’t get up. She’s sitting
down with the First Lady tonight, and she may get up or not, as she chooses. We thank her.
Thank you, Rosa.







Just one example: because of you, the Star-Spangled Banner will be preserved for the ages.
In ways large and small, as we look to the millennium we are keeping alive what George
Washington called “the sacred fire of liberty.”

Six years ago, I came to office in a time of doubt for America, with our economy troubled,
our deficit high, our people divided. Some even wondered whether our best days were
behind us. But across this country, in a thousand neighborhoods, I had seen—even amid the
pain and uncertainty of recession—the real heart and character of America.

I knew then that we Americans could renew this country.

Tonight, as I deliver the last State of the Union address of the 20th Century, no one
anywhere in the world can doubt the enduring resolve and boundless capacity of the American
people to work toward that “more perfect union” of our founders’ dreams.

We near the end of a century when generation after generation of Americans answered
the call to greatness, overcoming Depression, lifting up the dispossessed, bringing down
barriers to racial prejudice, building the largest middle class in history, winning two world
wars and the “long twilight struggle” of the Cold War. We must all be profoundly grateful
for the magnificent achievement of our forbearers in this century.

Yet, perhaps, in the daily press of events, in the clash of controversy, we don’t see our
own time for what it truly is—a new dawn for America.

A hundred years from tonight, another American President will stand in this place and
report on the State of the Union. He—or she—will look back on a 21st Century shaped in so
many ways by the decisions we make here and now.

So let it be said of us then that we were thinking not only of our time, but of their
time; that we reached as high as our ideals; that we put aside our divisions and found a
new hour of healing and hopefulness; that we joined together to serve and strengthen the
land we love.

My fellow Americans, this is our moment. Let us lift our eyes as one nation, and from
the mountaintop of this American Century, look ahead to the next one—asking God’s blessing
on our endeavors and on our beloved country.

Thank you and good evening.
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Ladies and gentlemen, when I was listening to Stephen and Leslie and Justin and Pepe
talk, I was reminded of why I wanted to be President — so that I could give young people
like them the chance to make America a better place.

I want to thank all those who are here today who have supported our efforts. I thank
Harris Wofford for his outstanding leadership of the Corporation of National Service. Deb
Jospin and John Gomperts of AmeriCorps. I thank Governor Glendening and Lt. Governor
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend for making Maryland America’s leading state for citizen
service. They havereally done — I thank my good friend, Prince George’s County Executive
Wayne Curry; Senator Mike Miller, my longtime friend; and Mayor Jacobs, thank you for
making us welcome. Carson Dailey, thank you for the work MTV did on those wonderful
spots, the PSAs.

I would like to thank also the mother of the Lt. Governor, my good friend, Ethel
Kennedy, for being here today. And I thank Mark Gearan, our Peace Corps Director,
and I’ll say a little more about the Peace Corps in a minute and its relationship to
AmeriCorps.

I'd like to thank one person who is not here today, but who was on the front lines of
creating AmeriCorps, Senator Barbara Mikulski, your United States Senator from Maryland.
I thank her. I want to thank the President of the University of Maryland, on my right; and
the President of the Student Government of the University of Maryland, on my left — for
making me welcome. Avery and Dr. Mote, thank you.

You have already heard from Dr. Mote and others that six years ago I came here to
celebrate the end of the Summer of Service, which was our dry run for this national service
program. We wanted to work out the kinks and see whether we could make this idea go.
There were three people who are here who were instrumental on that day; I would like to
thank them: Georgia Sorensen, Marilyn Smith and my former White House staffer, whom
I miss very much, Bill Galston. Thank you all very much for what you have done.




And I thank the University of Maryland for the College Park Scholars, the Team Maryland
Athletes — the work-study students that are tutoring, and the others from the students and
faculty who demonstrate the power of citizen service.

Let me say to all of you, when I ran for President in 1992 I wanted to get America
working again and moving again, but I also wanted to bring America together again. It
seemed to me that we had two great problems. One is that our economy was not functioning
very well and we seemed to be getting weaker, but also that we seemed to be letting our
divisions overcome what we have in common.

Martin Luther King once said that the old law of an eye for an eye sooner or later leaves
everyone blind. I always believed that America’s differences could be the source of our
strengthif we respected and we celebrated our differences, but we understood that, underneath
it all, there was something that bound us together that was more important.

So, as I look back on the last six years, I think we can all take a great deal of pride in
what our country has achieved together — economically, the longest peacetime expansion
in history; the lowest peacetime unemployment rate since 1957, 42 years ago — welfare
rolls cut nearly in half; the lowest crime rate in over a quarter-century. I think those are
great things.

But I think we can also celebrate the evidence that we are coming together — over 90
percent of our children across all racial and ethnic lines immunized against serious childhood
diseases for the first time in history; the doors of college literally open to all with the HOPE
scholarship, the lifetime learning tax credit, the more generous Pell grants, more affordable
student loans, more work-study slots. Those things matter.

But maybe most of all, those of you here in Americorps, and those in citizen service —
whether in the Peace Corps, serving our country in the military, or serving in some other
way — embody the determination of America to draw closer together as we grow more
diverse. And that, I think, is terribly important.

When you saw the four Americorps volunteers up here speaking, and each of you
identifying with them in turn — if they worked in your project or you knew them — you
know they were a picture of America, of the changing face of America, and the best of
America that never changes.

If you look around the world today, at many of the challenges that I face as your President
and that the United States faces — the sad trip that the First Lady and I recently took to
Jordan for the funeral of our friend, the King of Jordan, who survived decades of assassination
attempts — literally decades of assassination attempts, probably SO in all — to stand as a
symbol of peace among people in a very tough neighborhood, who use religion as a reason
to find their differences more important than their common humanity. All over the world






celebrating the fact that, if our new budget passes, we will have more people serving in the
Peace Corpsin the nexttwo years than have ever served in any given year. We’ll be back at
an all-time high.

And we were lamenting the fact that we just had to withdraw our Peace Corps volunteers
from Eritrea and Ethiopia, two countries that I have felt particularly close to in the last couple
of years, because of the trouble the two countries are having — the threat to go to war. And the
Peace Corps volunteers, going all the way back for decades, have volunteered to try to come
in and solve the conflict and deal with the disputed area of land. I don’t know if they will
accept it, but think of that. All these years later, people that were there years and years and
years ago remember what it was like — not to give a handout, but to give a hand up, and to ask
people to understand that their differences are not as important as what they have in common.

So I thank our Peace Corps volunteers, I thank Mark Gearan, and I thank all of you in
AmeriCorps, because you are in the rich tradition of America’s citizen service, from the
CCC to the Peace Corps to AmeriCorps.

Now, six summers after I first came here, AmeriCorps is thriving. There now have been
over 100,000 people serve in AmeriCorps in just four years of the full-time program. Every-
where I go around the country I see you — I see you in all kinds of different contexts. I was
in San Jose right before the election and there were a lot of — the Peace Corps volunteers
had just come to start their mission, and so I saw them standing on the street as I pulled into
the hotel. And I asked them all to come see me and we took a little picture — and they were
from everywhere.

And then when I went home to Arkansas after the terrible tornadoes a couple of weeks
ago, in both the communities I visited there were AmeriCorps volunteers there and there
were people there who, believe me, would never have come to Arkansas in their lives if they
hadn’t been in AmeriCorps. I know it was good for the people they were helping and I think
it was pretty good for them.

This has been an astonishing encounter for tens of thousands of people. Now, all of you
know what it’s like — I love talking to people who have been in AmeriCorps because I
always hear two things — number one, they’re proud of what they did to help people —
teaching a child to read, or immunizing a child, or having a playground that’s safe in an area
that used to be dominated by gangs, or cleaning up some polluted site, or doing something
to preserve the environment. Ilove that. -

The second thing I always here is, “I like the people with whom I serve;” “I met people I
never would have met;” “I got to know people I never would have gotten to know;” “we were all
sodifferent and, yet, when we worked together, we grew together, and it made my life different
and better.”” That is what AmeriCorps needs to do — and that is what America needs to do.






That is still true today. For those in AmeriCorps, I thank you for sending forth those
ripples of hope. I thank you for bringing out the best in yourselves and others.

For those who could still yet serve, I ask you to join the rest of your fellow citizens
in building that bridge to the 21st century that all can walk across, arm-in-arm, to the best
days of America.

Thank you and God bless you.







And I'd like to say a special word of thanks to Bob Nash, because I’m going to Texarkana
when I leave here and he’s from there. Thank you, Bob. He also has the worst job in the
White House, because he supervises my appointments — which means when 1 appoint
somebody I write them a letter and they’re happy; and when I disappoint them, which is
about a 10-1 ratio, Bob has to tell them.

I want to thank Becky Moore and Joe Purvis and my longtime friend, Rose Crane, for
all the work they’ve done, along with the Foundation Board. The three of them just gave
me a tour of the house. I saw the old pictures and the toys and everything, and I’m just
stunned by the work that has been done.

There are so many more people I’d like to thank: Brent Thompson, the architect, Stan
Jackson, all of you who rescued this old place. Last time I was here before you started
working on it was in 1990, and I thought when I walked through the front door it would
come down around my ears. I cannot tell you how moved I am by this.

It’s cold and it’s windy and it’s rainy and I won’t keep you long, but I would like to say
a few things that I worked on last night and this moming.

A poet once wrote, “The accent of one’s birthplace lingers in the mind and in the heart,
as it does in one’s speech.” Well, so many accents of Hope linger in my mind and my heart.

We’re not far from the site of the old sawmill where my grandfather worked as a night
watchman, and where as a little boy I used to go spend the night with him, climbing
in the sawdust pile and sleeping in the back seat of his car. We’re just minutes from the
place on which his little grocery store stood, where I used to look up at the countertop and
wish I could reach the jar of Jackson’s cookies.

I still remember that my grandfather was the first person who taught me by his
example to treat all people the same without regard to their race. And also without
regard to their income, because he gave food to people whether or not they had a dime
in their pocket.

We’re not far from Miss Mary Perkins’ kindergarten where I went with my friends,
Mack McLarty, Bill Purvis, Vince Foster, George Wright — maybe some more people who
are here today — and where I broke my leg in the first of many major mistakes I was to
make in my life, jumping rope in my cowboy boots.

And we’re not far from Rosehill Cemetery, where my beloved mother, my
grandparents, and my father whom I knew only in my dreams and my mother’s memory,
lie now in eternal rest.

In this house, I learned to walk and talk; I learned to pray; I learned to read; I learned to
count from the playing cards my grandparents tacked up on the kitchen windows which
are directly behind us now.







families and neighbors the rhythms and rituals of daily life. They learn about home and
work, about love and loss, albout success and failure, about endurance and the power and
dignity of their dreams.

I want to close with a story. Back when I was Govemnor, whenever I would come to
Hope, I'd always drop by and visit my Uncle Buddy and Aunt Ollie. They helped to raise
me, and I loved them a lot. After they had been married well over 50 years, my Aunt
developed Alzheimer’s, and she had to be moved to that nursing facility that’s connected to
the hospital.

One night, I stopped by to see my Uncle Buddy when he was living alone and going to
see his wife, when most of the time she didn’t really know who he was anymore. Our talk
was like so many we had over the years; it was full of his country wisdom and his funny
jokes, and he was laughing and making me laugh. But when I got up to go, for the first and
only time in our long, long relationship, he grabbed my arm and I tummed around and I saw
tears in his eyes. And I said to my uncle, “This is really hard, isn’t it?’ And he said these
words I will remember until the day I die. He said, *“Yeah, it is. But I signed on for the
whole load — and most of it’s been pretty good.”

Now, in this town, from my family and friends, that’s what I learned — to sign on for
the whole load. Though far from perfect, I have tried to do just that for my family and my
friends, for our beloved state and nation. If I had not learned that lesson here, 50 years ago,
we wouldn’t be here today.

And so, to my family andl friends I say, thank you for love and loyalty and the lessons of
a lifetime; thank you for being there for me through this whole wonderful ride. To these
young people I say, dream your dreams and know that you can best fulfill them if your
neighbors get to live their dreams, too.

Because of these gifts I can say with even greater conviction today what I said to America
back in 1992: I still believe in a place called Hope.

Thank you and God bless you.







We should remember that the violence we responded to in Kosovo was the culmination
of a 10-year campaign by Slobodan Milosevic, the leader of Serbia, to exploit ethnic and
religious differences in order to impose his will on the lands of the forrmer Yugoslavia.
That’s what he tried to do in Croatia and in Bosnia, and now in Kosovo. The world saw the
terrifying consequences. Five hundred villages burned. Men of all ages separated from
their loved ones to be shot and buried in mass graves; women raped; children made to watch
their parents die. A whole people forced to abandon, in hours, communities their families
had spent generations building.

For these atrocities, Mr. Milosevic and his top aides have been indicted by the
International War Crimes Tribunal for war crimes and crimes against humanity. I will
never forget the Kosovar refugees I recently met. Some of them could barely talk
about what they had been through. All they had left was hope that the world would not
turn its back.

When our diplomatic efforts to avert this horror were rebuffed and the violence mounted,
we and our allies chose to act. Mr. Milosevic continued to do terrible things to the people of
Kosovo, but we were determined to turn him back. Our firmness finally as brought and end
to a vicious campaign of ethnic cleansing, and we acted early enough to reverse it — to
enable the Kosovars to go home.

When they do, they will be safe. They will be able to reopen their schools, speak their
language, practice their religion, choose their leaders and shape their destiny. There’ll be
no more days of foraging for food in the cold of mountains and forests; no more nights of
hiding in cellars, wondering if the next day will bring death or deliverance. They will know
that Mr. Milosevic’s army and paramilitary forces will be gone, his 10-year campaign of
repression finished.

NATO has achieved this success as a united alliance, ably led by Secretary General
Solana and General Clark. Nineteen democracies came together and stayed together through
the stiffest military challenge in NATO’s 50-year history.

We also preserved our critically important partnership with Russia, thanks to President
Yeltsin, who opposed our military effort but supported diplomacy to end the conflict on
terms that met our conditions. I'm grateful to Russian envoy Chernomyrdin and Finnish
President Ahtisaari for their work, and to Vice President Gore for the key role he played in
putting their partnership together. Now, I hope Russian troops will join us'in the force that
will keep the peace in Kosovo, just as they have in Bosnia.

Finally, we have averted the wider war this conflict might well have sparked. The
countries of southeastern Europe backed the NATO campaign, helped the refugees and
showed the world there is more compassion than cruelty in this troubled region. This







of Serbia, but simply because Mr. Milosevic was determined to eliminate Kosovar
Albanians from Kosovo, dead or alive.

As long as he remains in power, as long as your nation is ruled by an indicted war
criminal, we will provide no support for the reconstruction of Serbia. But we are ready to
provide humanitarian aid now, and to help to build a better future for Serbia, too, when its
government represents tolerance and freedom, not repression and terror.

My fellow Americans, all these challenges are substantial, but they are far preferable to
the challenges of war and continued instability in Europe. We have sent a message of
determination and hope to all the world. Think of all the millions of innocent people who
died in this bloody century because democracies reacted too late to evil and aggression.
Because of our resolve, the 20th century is ending not with helpless indignation, but with a
hopeful affirmation of human dignity and human rights for the 21st century.

In a world too divided by fear among people of different racial, ethnic and religious
groups, we have given confidence to the friends of freedom, and pause to those who would
exploit human difference for inhuman purposes.

America still faces great challenges in this world, but we look forward to meeting them.
So, tonight, I ask you to be proud of your country, and very proud of the men and women
who serve it in uniform — for in Kosovo, we did the right thing. We did it the right way.
And we will finish the job.

Good night, and may God bless our wonderful United States of America.







mentioned — she let me sit on her porch and she told me how she tries to make ends meet
for the 28 people that share her small home and the house trailer adjoining.

I thank the children who stopped their playing and shook hands with me and listened to
me while I encouraged them to stay in school and to go onto college and to live out their
dreams. I want to bring you greetings from two people who are not here — first, from Vice
President Gore, who has headed our empowerment zone effort that Pine Ridge became a
part of today. And, second, just a little over an hour ago, I talked to the First Lady, and
Hillary has spent more time in Indian Country than any First Lady in history. She is intensely
committed to this effort, and she asked me to say hello to you.

President Salway said today I was the only President ever to come to an Indian reservation
for a nation to nation business meeting. I remember back in 1994, I invited all the tribal
leaders in America to the White House, and it was the first such gathering since the presidency
of James Monroe in the 1820s. Now, I know that Calvin Coolidge came to Pine Ridge in
the 1920s, and that President Roosevelt visited another Native American reservation, but no
American President has been anywhere in Indian Country since Franklin Roosevelt was
President. That is wrong, and we’re trying to fix it today.

I was profoundly moved by the pipe ceremony, just as I was when your congressional
delegation took me last night not only to Mount Rushmore, but to the Crazy Horse Memorial,
and to the museum that is there with it.

But I ask you today, even as we remember the past, to think more about the future. We
know well what the failings of the present and the past are. We know well the imperfect
relationship that the United States and its government has enjoyed with the tribal nations.
But I have seen today not only poverty, but promise.

And I have seen enormous courage. I came here today for three reasons. First of
all, to celebrate the empowerment zone and the housing projects that are going on
herenow. Second, to talk about my New Markets Initiative and what else we can do.
But, third, with the business leaders who are here — and I've already introduced
them, but I"d like to ask the business leaders I just mentioned to stand up. We want
to send a message to America that this is a good place to invest. Good people live
here. Good people live in Indian country, they deserve a chance to go to work. Thank
you. Thank you.

You’ve already heard President Salway and Secretary Cuomo recite the statistics.
It’s a hot day out here, and I know you’re suffering in the sun. But I want to send a
message to America. So I just want to say a few things, and I want you to think about this.
Think about the irony of this. We are in the longest period of economic growth in peacetime
in our history.







There is no more crucial building block for a strong community and a promising future
than a solid home. Today, I want to talk about a number of things the government and the
private sector are going to do to increase homeownership. Our whole team visited those
new homes that are being built not far from here. We talked to the families that are moving
into those homes. Ihad a little boy take me through every room in the home, tell me exactly
where every closet was, tell me what his sister’s room had that he didn’t have, and why it
was all right, because she was older and she needed such things.

This is important. So what are we going to do? Private lenders, like Bank of America,
Northwest, Bank One, Washington Mutual, are going to work with the Mortgage Bankers
Association and HUD, to more than double the number of govemment-insured or guaranteed
home mortgages in Indian country in each of the next three years.

Right here in Pine Ridge, Fannie Mae, under Frank Raines’ leadership, has set aside
millions of dollars to help you buy those homes at below-market rates. And they are spending
hundreds of millions of dollars all across this country to help people just like you become
homeowners for the first time. And Secretary Cuomo’s Partnership for Housing is giving
financial incentives and counseling to help families figure out how to actually get this done,
how to buy their own homes and pay for them.

But, as I heard over and over today, even if we went in and tried to repair or rebuild or
build new homes for every family here, and in every Indian community throughout the
United States, we must have jobs if we want these communities to work. Adults need to
have something to look forward to every morning when they get up. And if they want their
kids to stay in school, and stay out of trouble, and look to tomorrow, their lives have to be
evidence that looking to tomorrow pays off. It is appalling that we have the highest growth
rate in peacetime in our history; that we have an unemployment rate below 5 percent for
two years, and the unemployment rate on this hallowed reservation is almost 75 percent.
That is appalling, and we can do better.

No community in America can grow, however, without basic blocks. No community
in America should be without safe running water and sewer systems. So the Department
of Agriculture will put nearly $16 million in water projects throughout Indian country,
including two right here in Pine Ridge, that will also help you get jobs, as well as
improve the quality of life.

As you can see, in this Big Sky country, it is rather warm and it gets windy from time
to time, as the Natives will attest. The Department of Energy will help you harmess the
power and profits of wind and solar energy, to save money and make money. Owens
Corning and North American Steel Framing Alliance will provide skills training and the
promise of quality jobs. And Citibank and Gateway Computer Company will work with






We lost all those years. There were a lot of reasons, and a lot of things are better than
they were 30 years ago. But this is the first time since the early 1960s when we had this
kind of strong American economy, and we have no excuse for walking away from our
responsibilities to the new markets of America.

I have asked the members of Congress to go back and pass legislation that will give
major tax breaks and government-guaranteed loans to people who will put their money in
Indian Country, to lower the risk of taking this chance. We are going to do everything we
can to make your empowerment zone work. But remember — there is nothing that we can
do except to help you to realize your own dreams.

So I'say to every tribal leader here: The name of the conference you are attending is
Shared Visions. We must share the vision, and it must be, fundamentally, yours — for
your children and their future. If you will give us that vision and work with us, we will
achieve it.

Thank you and God bless you.







I want to thank Bill Melaimed, Skip Hall, Gwen Baba, Roberta Bennett for putting this
together. I want to thank the members of our administration who came — Sean Maloney,
Karen Tramontano, Minyon Moore, Fred Hochberg, Richard Socarides, Marsha Scott. And
I want to thank Scott Hitt, especially, whose been the Chair of the AIDS Council. He’s
having his last meeting as chair on Monday, and he’s been magnificent, and we ought to
give him a big hand. Thank you.

I’d also like to thank the Gay Men’s Chorus. I was back there, feverishly trying to
write down all those lines. I want to call Hillary and give her the best lines tonight.
You know, I’m trying to remember them all. It was unbelievable. If someone would
furnish me with the lyrics of that song, I would be eternally grateful.

You know, I'd like to put what brought us all here tonight just for a minute — I know
alot of other people are going to speak and have a lot of great things to say, but I would like
to put this in the context of history and the larger context of our future, and how the fight for
equal rights and equal opportunity and full participation to build One America fits in with
all the other things we should be doing as a country, and how what we are at home will
determine what we can do around the world in the new millennium.

When I ran for President in 1992, most Americans felt things were pretty dismal in this
country. The economy was in bad shape; the society was divided; all the social indicators
— crime, welfare, and other things -- were going in the wrong direction. Politics was, as
we all remember from the convention they had back then on the other side, a matter of
division. You know — just drive a wedge in society and make sure your wedge is bigger
than their wedge; you get more votes, you win; and if everybody is all tomn up and upset,
who cares, you’re in power.

And over and over and over again, things in Washington were sort of repeating themselves
like a broken record. And I felt that we could do better with a unifying vision. That’s why
I set out a vision of America — and you were part of it. But I also had a vision that we could
build an economy that was good for working people and employers. 1believed we could build
a country where we could grow the economy and make the environment better, not worse.

I have always believed that the real purpose of life and growth is to try and figure
out how to develop these unifying visions and to move closer to them, and to break
down all these funny walls we have to put up in our minds to organize life into little
boxes so we can figure out how to get from here to there.

And, you know, in ’92, the American people just sort of took a chance on me and Al
Gore. I mean, it was an argument we made and there was no evidence for it because the
other crowd had been in so long. We just made an argument. And it was not an easy race.
A month after we had that mecting out here in May of "92, I won the California primary and







You mark my words, the world is changing so fast in how we work and live and relate
to each other and folks around the globe, that we will change. The question is how. Are we
going to use this unprecedented moment, the chance of a lifetime to say, okay, what are our
big challenges out there, and seize them? Or are we going to do what got us into so much
trouble in the first place? Are we going to pretend that the last six and a half years just
didn’t happen?

That’s very important. And I want to try to put the things that you’re thinking about
now into that context. What are the really big challenges facing America that affect you,
too? One, the aging of America. I hate it because I’m doing it. But I’m the oldest of the
baby boomers; the number of people over 65 will double in the next 30 years; there will be
two people working for every one person retired and drawing Social Security.

Now, we have never been in a position until now, in my lifetime, to deal with that
challenge. But we now have the ability to run the life of Social Security out 50 years, to
add more than a decade to the life of Medicare, to cover prescription drugs for elderly
people — three-quarters of them cannot afford quality prescription drugs today — and
to do it in a way that all of you who are younger than that should rejoice about. Because
I can tell you those of us in the baby boom generation are plagued by the notion that our
retirement will be so expensive for our country that it will burden our children and our
ability to give our grandchildren the childhoods they deserve. But we can fix it now. So
I gave them a plan to do it — so far, they say, no.

Another thing that really bothers me: we’ve got the largest and most diverse group of
children in our school in history: we never had over 53 million children in schools. They
come from more different backgrounds than ever before. That will be a godsend to
21st century America if, but only if, they all have a world-class education. And I think
they’re entitled to it.

So I gave Congress a plan to build and modemize 6,000 schools and hire 100,000
teachers for smaller classes; make sure all the kids had computers in their classrooms;
make sure we stopped social promotion, but had after-school programs for the kids who
needed it; and more of these charter schools that California has led the way in bringing to
our children — so far, they said, no.

Funny thing, maybe Mr. Gephardt will talk about this later, but one of the most interesting
things is last year, right before the election in *98, they got religion on this education program.
They supported a big down payment on our plan for 100,000, and we funded 30,000 of
those teachers. You had those real liberals, like Mr. Armey going home — this is serious
business, ask Dick — you had these real liberals going out and saying, man, this is a great
thing we’ve done, we’ve made a big down payment on 100,000 teachers, we’re going to put







allow us to grow the economy as we reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. There are
people in the other party who believe that this is some sort of subversive plot to wreck
America’s economic future.

Not very long ago I came out here and went to San Bernardino, to the Inland Empire,
and we announced a housing development for low-income working people in which
the developers pledged by the use of energy conservation technologies to cut the utility
bills of these low-income working people by 40 percent. And I just got areport that the
average reduction is 60 percent. That’s good for the economy, and it’s good for the
environment.

Let me just mention a couple of other things. I am very concerned that America, even
though we’ve got the lowest crime rate in 26 years, is still a pretty dangerous country
compared to other countries. We should be the safest big country in the world. This is a
free and prosperous place. We welcome all kinds of people. It is not rational. Why aren’t
we the safest country in the world? Because we haven’t taken reasonable steps, not enough
of them, to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and children — and because, frankly,
even though we’ve put 100,000 more police on the street in community policing, we'’ ve still
got neighborhoods that don’t have enough coverage.

So I gave Congress a plan to deal with both those things — put 50,000 more police
officers out there to prevent crime in the highest crime areas of the country and to deal with
guns and so forth. They say, no — our crowd says, yes; their crowd says, no. Big difference.

What about our role in the world? I've tried, from Bosnia to Kosovo to the Middle East,
to Northern Ireland, to stand up for the idea that people ought not to be murdered or moved
wholesale because of their race or their religion.

We have worked to support other countries and to build the capacity in Africa to prevent
future Rwandas, because people ought not to be murdered because of what tribe they’re in.
And you can define tribe however you want.

We’re about to start a great debate on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, to end nuclear
testing, something that Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy wanted us to do years ago.
We're finally going to have a chance to do it. In so many of these areas there are partisan
differences that surprise me. And let me come back to you.

Why are we for the hate crimes legislation, why are we for ENDA? Because if we can’t
build one America, it’s going to be very hard to have a unifying force that will deal with
every other one of these issues. And that’s what I want you to think about. Don’t you think
that it’s interesting that here we are on the verge of this new millennium with all these
absolutely breathtaking technological breakthroughs that people who are technologically
challenged, like me, can hardly keep up with?






positive way, building on what we now have evidence of; whether we will continue to
look for those unifying visions that allow us all to join hands and go forward together.

I want you to remember the enthusiasm with which you greeted me tonight. And I
want you to remember that it’s easy to shout in the moment. But the world is turned by
those who day in and day out, with courage and determination and heart and hope stay
the course. We need you. America needs you. I still believe in the future of America,
and you are a part of it.

Thank you and God bless you.







You know, from the earliest days of our country, Italian Americans have made invaluable
contributions. And I want to say a special word of thanks, not for all those which I could
litanize, and you know them, but for the National Italian American Foundation’s leadership,
for our efforts to build one America.

I’m very grateful that this is a country in better shape than it was seven years ago when
I first came here. I am very grateful for the chance that I have had to serve. I'm grateful for
the Italian Americans who have helped to ensure the success of our administration. I'm
glad that we have the lowest unemployment rate in 29 years and the lowest welfare rolls in
30 years and the lowest poverty rates in 20 years, the lowest crime rates in 26 years and the
first back-to-back surpluses in 42 years.

But I have to tell you that the most important thing we have to do to get ready for the
21st century — even more important than our efforts to continue to grow our economy —
is to build one country out of our diversity. If we do, if the American people really can
come to have that wonderful balance which enables us to celebrate our diversity and our
unique ethnic and religious tradition — which makes America a very interesting place to
live — and still say our common humanity is even more important, we’ll figure out how to
deal with all the other things.

Last year, one of only two years I’ve missed since I first came here seven years ago, I
was up for nine days and nights at the Wye Plantation trying to keep the Middle East peace
process on track. If you look around the world at how I have spent my time as your
President — working for peace in the Balkans, among Muslims and Croats and Serbs, among
Albanian Muslim and Serbian Orthodox Christians; for peace in the Middle East, among
Arabs and Jews, among Israelis, Palestinians, Syrians, Jordanians and Lebanese; for peace
in Northern Ireland among Catholics and Protestants; to set up protections against the kind
of tribal slaughter we’ve seen in Africa among people who shared the same land, in one
case in Rwanda, for 500 years.

It is truly interesting that at the dawn of this new millennium, when we’re exhilarated
by all these technological and scientific advances that are being made — one man told me
that when I have grandchildren they may be born with a life expectancy of 100 years; we
know that our kids are using the Internet and talking to people all over the world and knowing
things we couldn’t know — isn’t it interesting that in this quintessentially modern era our
biggest problem is the most primitive and ancient of human failings: the fear of the
other, people who are different from us.

And what a short step it is from fearing people to hating them to dehumanizing them,
which legitimizes doing away with them. And isn’t it interesting that at a time when the
crime rate in America is at a 26 year low, we still have these vicious examples of a man






So I say again, I'm indebted to you for many things: your work ethic, your family
ethic, your creativity, your energy, your passion — it made America a much more interesting
place and it fueled this remarkable run we have had. But most of all, to your commitment,
to seeing that neither Italians nor any other human beings are subject to degradation and
prejudice because of who they are, that we will learn to honestly and openly express our
differences and enjoy our differences, but always to reaffirn our common humanity.

Make no mistake about it. Just pick up the paper and look at the perils of the present
day. We are in a conflict between modem possibility and primitive hatred. One America is
the only answer, and you’re leading the way.

Thank you and God bless you.






We have been very blessed, Hillary and I; we’ ve been blessed by our family, our friends,
and the opportunity to serve in public life. I am very grateful for all the work that we have
done together over all these years. I am very grateful that now my wife has a chance to do
what I thought she ought to do 26 years ago when we finished law school.

And I was really afraid, as I have told many of our friends — and some of our old
friends are nodding their heads out there — the only thing that really worried me about our
getting married was that somehow Hillary would be denied the opportunity to share her
gifts in the most important way. For we have always only cared most, in our work life,
about public service. I have watched her for over 30 years give — I’ ve only watched her for
29 years, but, for 30 years and more — care passionately about children, and give herself to
service.

The first job she had out of law school was with the Children’s Defense Fund. She
could have gone to work for any number of law firms, but she wanted to help kids. Then
she became head of the Legal Services Corporation Board, when President Carter was in
office. She then became Chair of the Children’s Defense Fund Board.

She headed the education reform movement in Arkansas when I was Governor. And as
First Lady, she has literally inspired tens of millions of mothers and their children all around
the world, trying to get a better deal for young girls and their families in poor villages from
Africa to Latin America to Asia.

She has been a major force in the passage of legislation that will enable us to insure
over 5 million children with health insurance, which makes it easier for people to adopt
children. She has worked on all the things we have done to try to reduce violence against
our young people. She has played a major role in all of our reforms in education, early
childhood learning, and health care. And in so doing, she has always been willing to do it
without getting, really, anything like the credit she deserved for the work she did and the
impact she had.

Over all these years, I have seen her driven by a personal sense of responsibility to
serve — partly because she does believe it takes a village to raise a child, or to raise a
country.

When we went to Washington in 1992, late ’92, about three weeks before the inaugural,
we had some ideas that we thought would work to turn our country around in a very troubled
time. They were just ideas, just an argument. But the country gave us a chance, and the
results have been good. Jimmy Naughton listed some of them.

What I want to say to you tonight in bringing Hillary on is this: in my lifetime, we have
never had the chance, as a nation, that we have today. The country was going in the wrong
direction; now it’s going in the right direction. We have the lowest unemployment in 29
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Ymr majesties; Prime Minister and Mrs. Bondevik; Mr. Mayor; President Ahtisaari;

- Shimon Peres; Prime Minister Barak; Chairman Arafat; Leah Rabin; ladies and gentlemen.

Today we bear witness to the wisdom of the psalm which says, “the righteous shall be in
everlasting remembrance.” We honor a righteous man whose memory is everlasting, because
he devoted his life to the security of his country, but gave his life to the promise of peace.

Yitzhak Rabin’s life was a lesson, teaching us that old fears and suspicions and hatreds
can, be overcome. For he would be the first to remind us that he felt all those things, too,
but he let them go.

Teaching us that there could be no security without lasting peace, and no peace without
charity for all and malice toward none. Teaching us that the only final answer to violence is
reconciliation.

Almost seven years ago, those principles brought Israelis and Palestinians to this city of
peace to find common ground. Today, our friend brings us back to Oslo. We can almost
hear his kind but stern voice telling us, well, this is all very nice, but if you really want to
honor me, finish the job.

He would be pleased to see Israel’s cause represented by Prime Minister Barak, his
friend, fellow soldier and fervent ally for peace.

In his last hour, Yitzhak Rabin, who was a shy person in public, sang to a peace-loving
throng of Israelis the Shir Ha Shalom, the Song of Peace. Its words sing out to us today:
“Don’t say the day will’come; make itcome.” Today, in honor of our friend and leader, we
must all say: we will make it come — a new day of peace that is more than the absence of
war; a new day of tolerance and respect, of trust and shared destiny, when the fears of the
past are released so that the hands and heart are free to embrace the promise of the future.

The enemies of peace remain alive and active. Even in this day we see their dark work.
But the Scripture reminds us that evil can be overcome by good, and only by good. So
we pursue Yitzhak Rabin’s vision not only because we loved and admired him — although
we surely did — but because it is right and the only way.





































flooded; some island nations could disappear. And the whole quality of life in America could
be changed. The distribution of agricultural opportunity could be irrevocably altered.

But we also know that you don’t have to bum more greenhouse gases to get rich anymore,
as anation. It’s not necessary. There are technological advances that are now available, and
those that will soon be available which will enable us to totally change that.

Congressman Conyers and I went to the Detroit Auto Show together and we looked at
automobiles that use mixed gasoline and electrical engines that will soon become
commercially available that get 70 miles a gallon, and that can be economical even at presently
relatively low gasoline prices. But we have to — we know that.

We know that in the future we’ll have to deal with the challenges from terrorists and
dfug runners and organized criminals around the world, and they’ll increasingly work
together, and they will use the very things that we’re using — the Internet and technology
and the openness of borders — against us. We know that. What are we going to do about it?

I say all these things not to alarm anyone, but to say that we know right now what most
of the large challenges of the next 30 years will be, and right now, for the first time in my
lifetime, we have the prosperity and the confidence and the coherence to deal with them.
But they require decisions.

I said yesterday when we were celebrating the Little Rock Nine that when they walked
up the steps and into the schools, and they were abused and they were run off and they
went through their trial, they forced everybody else to make a decision. Before that I
was like everybody else; I thought segregation was a terrible thing, but I never had to
really speak about it. I was 11 years old; what the heck did it matter to me? I was more
worried about when recess was, or something. It was just the way things were.

But sometimes when people act, they change everything. And everybody had to make a
decision then. Because there it was. Well, that’s where we are now. Except there is no
crisis, so we don’t have to make a decision. We can just wander on and not deal with this.

Now, how many times in your personal life, in your family life, or in your business
life, have you made a mistake because you thought things were going so well you could
afford to be distracted, dive}ted, or indulgent? How many times? It happens to everybody.
There’s not a person in this room it hasn’t happened to. It is human nature.

And so I say to you, the greatest honor I could have is to know that you will work
with me for the next 430-some odd days and that you will continue to work to make sure
that we do not blow this precious moment. This is an incredible opportunity and an
enormous responsibility. And it’s never happened in my lifetime, ever. Not once have we
ever had this much prosperity, this much confidence, and the absence of a pressing,
convulsing domestic crisis or foreign threat. And we will never forgive ourselves if we




let our children and our grandchildren down by not looking into the future and saying,
here are the big challenges facing this country and we intend to meet them.

I just want to mention two more. Number one is there are people and places which
still have not participated in this prosperity. That’s what the Vice President’s employment
zones and enterprise community initiative has been all about. That’s why we worked
hard to establish these community development financial institutions that some of you
have participated in. That’s why we worked so hard to enforce the Community Reinvest-
ment Act and then to save it in this last banking legislation — because 95 percent of all
the lending every made under that 22-year-old law has happened since this administration
has been in office.

‘And that’s what this New Markets Initiative is all about. We will never have every
single neighborhood in an employment zone; we can only pick those that have their act
together and have the biggest problems, and try to make the fairest judgments we can.
But what I have sought to do by going around the country is to say, look, there are all
these other places, and shouldn’t we at least give investors in America the same incentives
to invest in poor areas in America we give them to invest in poor areas in Latin America,
or Africa, or Asia.

I support American investment around the world. I am trying to pass right now the
Africa trade bill and the Caribbean Basin Initiative before this Congress goes home. ButI
believe that the most important markets we have are the untapped markets still in this country
that need to be developed.

So I ask you to think about that. You’d be amazed — again, this is another example
where doing what the right thing to do is also good for the rest of America. You would
be amazed how much time we have spent over the last year and a half figuring out how
can we keep this economic expansion going. All previous economic expansions have
come to an end either because the economy gets so heated up that we get inflation, and
then when you break the inflation, the medicine to break the inflation is so strong, it
breaks the recovery — or because the recovery just runs out of steam.

Now, we’ve kept this one going, largely thanks to you and people like you. Thirty
percent of it has been powered by technology; 30 percent of it, until this Asian financial
collapse, was powered by exports. Traditional economic theory dramatically
underestimated the impact of technology to increase productivity, and underestimated
the impact of open markets in holding down inflation.

So we cankeepit going. But to keep it going, with unemployment at 4.1 percent, what
have we got to do? If you go into a neighborhood in an inner city, if you go into an abandoned
small town that lost its factory and has nothing left, if you go into a Native American
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