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Indian scientists are at the forefront of this kind of research — pioneering the use of 

solar energy to power rural communities; developing electric cars for use in crowded cities; 

converting agricultural waste into electricity. If we can deepen our cooperation for clean 

energy, we will strengthen our economies, improve our people’s health and fight global 

wanning. This should be a vital element of our new partnership.

A fourth challenge we face is to protect the gains of democracy and development from 

the forces which threaten to undermine them. There is the danger of organized crime and 

drugs. There is the evil of trafficking in human beings, a modem form of slavery. And of 

course, there is the threat of terrorism. Both our nations know it all too well.

Americans understood the pain and agony you went through during the Indian Airlines 

hijacking. And I saw that pain firsthand when I met with the parents and the widow of the 

young man who was killed on that airplane. We grieve with you for the Sikhs who were 

killed in Kashmir — and our heart goes out to their families. We will work with you to 

build a system of justice, to strengthen our cooperation against terror. We must never relax 

our vigilance or allow the perpetrators to intimidate us into retreating from our democratic 

ideals.

Another danger we face is the spread of weapons of mass destruction to those who 

might have no reservations about using them. I still believe this is the greatest potential 
threat to th?security we all face in the 21st century. It is why we must be vigilant in fighting 

the spread of chemical and biological weapons. And it is why we must both keep working 

closely to resolve our remaining differences on nuclear proliferation.

I am aware that I speak to you on behalf of a nation that has possessed nuclear weapons 

for 55. years and more. But since 1988, the United States has dismantled more than 

13,000 nuclear weapons. We have helped Russia CO dismantle their nuclear weapons and to 

safeguard the material that remains. We have agreed to an outline of a treaty with Russia 

that will reduce our remaining nuclear arsenal by more than half. We are producing no 

more fissile material, developing no new land- or submarine-based missiles, engaging in no 

new nuclear testing.

From South America to South Africa, nations are foreswearing these weapons, realizing 

that a nuclear future is not a more secure future. Most of the world is moving toward the 

elimination of nuclear weapons. That goal is not advanced if any country, in any region, 

moves in the other direction.

I say this with great respect Only India can determine its own interests. Only India can 

know if it truly is safer today than before the tests. Only Lidia can determine if it will 

benefit from expanding its nuclear and missile, capabilities, if its neighbors respond by 
doing the same thing. Only India knows if it can afford a sustained investment in both
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might have no reservations about using them. I still believe this is the greatest potential 
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spread of chemical and biological weapons. And it is why we must both keep working 

closely to resolve our remaining differences on nuclear proliferation.

I am aware that I speak to you on behalf of a nation that has possessed nuclear weapons 

for 55 years and more. But since 1988, the United States has dismantled more than 

13,000 nuclear weapons. We have helped Russia to dismantle their nuclear weapons and to 

safeguard the material that remains. We have agreed to an outline of a treaty with Russia 

that will reduce our remaining nuclear arsenal by more than half. We are producing no 

more fissile material, developing no new land- or submarine-based missiles, engaging in no 

new nuclear testing.

From South America to South Africa, nations are foreswearing these weapons, realizing 

that a nuclear future is not a more secure future. Most of the world is moving toward the 

elimination of nuclear weapons. That goal is not advanced if any country, in any region, 

moves in the other direction.

I say this with great respect. Only India can determine its own interests. Only India can 
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et me say yaateeh — William Jefferson Clinton yinishye — Irish nisMi. I am 

profoundly honored to be here, within the Four Sacred Mountains — especially on Navajo 

Nation Sovereignty Day. I want to thank young Myra Jodie. Didn’t she do a wonderful job 

up here? Thank you. President Kelsey Begaye, for your strong leadership. Thank you. 

Congressman Tom Udall. The Vice President, Taylor McKenzie, Chief Justice Robert Yazzie, 

Speaker Edward Begay, members of the Navajo Tribal Council, Shiprock Council Mayor 

William Lee. And we have with us today the President of the National Congress of American 

Indians, Sue Masten — thank you for being here.
To all the honored governors of pueblos and tribal leaders. And I thank the people who 

have come with me today — the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Andrew 

Cuomo; the Interior Deputy Secretary David Hayes; the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 

Carl Whillock; and the person most responsible for working with you, Assistant Secretary 

of the Interior Kevin Gover. I thank him for all he has done.
Federal Cnmrnunications Commission Chairman Bill Kennard, and Commissioner Gloria 

Tristani. And I’d like to thank the people from the White House who are here, especially 

Gene Sperling who put together this digital divide lour: and Lynn Cutler, who is my liaison 

to Indian country all over the United States. I thank them.

I want to thank four members of Congress who made a long trip here today to express 
support for our goal. Senator Robert Bennett, who came from Utah. Representative Bill 

Jefferson, who eame from New Orleans, Louisiana. Silvestro Reyes from El Paso, Texas. 

And Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, who came from Cleveland, Ohio.

I want to thank my friend of more than 20 years now, your former governor, Bruce 

King, and his wife, Alice, thank them for being here. Thank you. I want to thank the 

renowned basketball star, Rebecca Lobo, who came with me today. And I thank Reverend 

Jesse Jackson for coming. I thank all the high-tech leaders who are here.
And there was one young man who meant to come with me today, who could not come 

I admire very much, not only for his success, but for the way he has handled 

adversity, Notah Begay. And I think we ought to give him a big hand.

Shiprock AMexico

April 17, 2b00
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Washington, D.C.
September 19. 2000

. . ell, first of all, let me say thank you for the welcome. I thank the members of the

Congressional Hispanic Caucus who are here, and other members of Congress and the people 

from our administration who arc here. I want to thank Jimmy Smits and Felix Sanchez. 

And I want to congratulate your honorees, Sara Martinez Tucker and the Hispanic Scholarship 

Fund for 25 years of service. I want to say a special word of appreciation to all the Latinos 

who have been part of our administration, including Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, 

Brian Barretto, Aida Alvarez, Bill Richardson, and all the others.

Let me say, I’m sorry I’m not in proper attire tonight. But Jimmy Smits called me this 

afternoon, and I only had two other things I was supposed to do, so he said I had to show. 

And I want you to know I am here in spite of the fact tliat Jimmy Smits called me. I’ll tell 
you why — if I have to hear Hillary savcone more tinu&thri is the best looking man I have TV 

ever seen — I think I will die. x
Right before I was here, I went over to the Kennedy Center, where there’s a magnificent 

event that Kerry Kennedy Cuomo is having about her book on human rights activists. Artists 

from all over our country and human rights heroes from all over the world are over there 

tonight. And so, I went from there to a book party for my friend, Paul Begala. Then I’m on 

my way over here, and everybody wanted to know where I was going. And this NBC 

television reporter said, Jimmy Smits, that’s the best looking man I ever saw in my life. 

Well, what can I tell you, I’ve been to war for eight years now, and I don’t look very 

good anymore.
I want to say something seriously. Felix, I appreciate what you have done so much with 

this foundation. I made fun of Jimmy Smits tonight, but I want you to know that becoming 

a friend of his has been one of the real joys of being President. He has been so kind to my 

wife and to me, to our family. He’s been to the White House many times and he’s always 

been there for a good cause. I hope you’ll forgive me for pulling your leg tonight, Jimmy, 

but I’ll never forget you for being our friend. Thank you very much.
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seven years. And — listen to this — a report whteirywas issued last week said there has

I want to thank the National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts for giving young people 

a chance from the silver screen to the Broadway stage. Kids with talent and dreams need a 

chance. That’s what we’ve tried for eight years now to give all America’s children. The 

Vice President and I owe those of you who have done so much to help us a profound debt of 

gratitude, and I thank you.
Tonight I came mostly just to do that —just to say thank you, for all you do for the arts, 

for all you do for the Hispanic community, and for all you’ve done to help America 

move forward in the last eight yeai-s. We now have the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate 

ever recorded; the lowest Hispanic poverty rate in a generation; a million new home owners 

in the last six years. The Earned Income Tax Credit has been doubled and it’s lifted over a 

million Hispanics out of poverty. The minimum wage helped 1.6 million Hispanic workers, 

and it’s time to raise it again and help more.
The Hispanic Education Action Plan to hdp Hispanic youth to stay in school and go 

to college, along with our scholarship initia ives, have contributed to the fact that the 

college-going rate among Hispanic young people is up over 50 percent in the last

been a 500 percent increase in the number of Hispanic students taking advanced placement 

courses in high school to prepare for college.
Under the Vice President’s leadership we’ve reduced the naturalization backlog at INS. 

And under Aida Alvarez’s leadership, loans through Hispanic entrepreneurs by the SBA 

have increased by 250 percent.
We have all been enriched by your work. And I know that because of your work, we’ll 

have more great singers, more great writers, more great actors and actresses. I know we’ve 

got a long way to go, too, because still Latino characters are only about 3 percent of those 

that appear on prime-time television. 1 just left Rita Moreno, and I told her that I enjoyed 

watching her as a nun on her television series. We were laughing about it, but I think that 

you will see, if you keep working, more and more of our movies and our television shows 

and our Broadway shows reflecting the rich diversity of America.
That's the last point I want to make. Ihavesaidon many occasions, and I’ll just say one 

more time tonight, that if I could have only one wish for America, believe it or not, it would 

not be for a continued unbroken economic prosperity. It would be that somehow we would 

find the wisdom to live together as brothers and sisters, to truly be One America across all 

the lines that divide us.
As a little picture of how fast America has changed, you can see the advertisement 

today for Denzel Washington’s new movie about the integration of T.C. Williams High School 

over in Alexandria, Virginia, and its football team, which occurred almost 30 years ago, not
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wanning. This should be a vital element of our new partnership.

A fourth challenge we face is to protect the gains of democracy and development from

the forces which threaten to undermine them. There is the danger of organized crime and 

dings. There is the evil of trafficking in human beings, a modem form of slavery, 

course, there is the threat of terrorism. Both our nations know it all too well

Americans understood the pain and agony you went through during the Indian Airlines 
hijacking. And I saw that pain firsthand when I met with the parents and the widow of the 

young man who was killed on that airplane. We grieve with you for the Sikhs who were

Indian scientists are at the forefront of this kind of research — pioneering the use r< 

solar energy to power rural communities; developing electric cars for use in crowded cities- 
converting agricultural waste into electricity. If we can deepen our cooperation for cle^ 

energy, we will strengthen our economies, improve our people’s health and fight global

and our heart goes out to their families. We wifi work with you to 
build a system of justice, to strengthen our cooperation against terror. Wc must never relax 

our vigilance or allow the perpetrators to intimidate us into retreating from our democratic 
ideals.

Another danger we face is the spread of weapons of mass destruction to those who 

might hay^no reservations about using them. I still believe this is the greatest potential 

tlireat to tirfsecurity we all face in the 21st century. It is why we must be vigilant in fighting 

the spread of chemical and biological weapons. And it is why we must both keep working 

closely to resolve our remaining differences on nuclear proliferation

I am aware that I speak to you on behalf of a nation that has possessed nuclear weapons 

for 55 years and more. But since 1988, the United States has dismantled more than 

13,000 nuclear weapons. We have helped Russia to dismantle their nuclear weapons and to 

safeguard the material that remains. We have agreed to an outline of a treaty with Russia 

that will reduce our remaining nuclear arsenal by more than half. We are producing no 

more fissile material, developing no new land- or submarine-based missiles, engaging in no 

new nuclear testing.

From South America to South Africa, nations are foreswearing these weapons, realizing 

that a nuclear future is not a more secure future. Most of the world is moving toward the 

elimination of nuclear weapons. That goal is not advanced if any country, in any region, 

moves in the other direction.

I say this with great respect Only India can determine its own interests. Only can 

know if it truly is safer today than before the tests. Only fadi. can determine if it wifi 

benefit from expanding its nuclear and missile capabilities, if its neighbors respond by

course, there is the threat of terrorism. Both our nations know it all too well
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TJLhank you very much. Let me say, first of all. Hillary and I are delighted to be here 

with all of you, and especially you, Edgar, with all of your family, including Edgar. Clarissa, 

and the about-to-be 22nd grandchild here. They are probably an even more important 

testament to your life than this important work we celebrate tonight.

I thank Israel Singer and the World Jewish Council Leadership, Elie Wiesel, my fellow 

award recipients, especially Senator D'Amato and Congressman Leach, without whom we 

could not have done our part, and Stuart Eizenstat, without whom I could have done nothing, 

and I thank you all.

I thank the members of the Israeli government and Cabinet who are here, and those of 

you who have come from around the world. But I would like to say, not only as President, 

but as an American, a man who studied German as a student and went to Germany as a 

young man in the hopes of reconciling my enormously conflicted feelings about a country 

that I loved which had done something I hated.

Foreign Minister Fischer, I have rarely in my life been as moved as I was by your 

comments tonight And I thank you from the bottom of my heart

Edgar once said that, "In forcing the world to face up to an ugly past, we help shape a 

more honorable future." I am honored to have been part of this endeavor, and I have tried to 

learn its lesson.
Within our country, I have been to Native American reservations and acknowledged 

that the treaties we signed were neither fair nor honorably kept in many cases.

I went to Africa — to Goree Island, the Door of No Return — and acknowledged the 

responsibility of the United States in buying people into slavery. This is a hard business, 

struggling to find our core of humanity.
As Edgar said, we are here in an immediate sense because Edgar buttonholed Hillary 

back in 1996, and said I had to see him the next day. And that night, she told me I had to see 

. him the next day, because the time for redress was running out. And I did ffOifr said.

The Grand Ballroom 

The Pierre Hotel 
New York, New York 
September 11, 2000

Bronfman Gala

1
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The point I’m trying to make is that good people will continue to make bad decisions 

if they’re in the grip of a wrong idea. This is not simply a case of interest groups fighting 

each other. This is really a question of whether we have honestly come to terms with 

what the facts are, what the evidence shows about the way economies can, and indeed 

should, work.
And there’s no way in the world we’ll be able to convince our friends in India or China, 

which over the next 30 years will become bigger emitters of greenhouse gases than we are, 

that they can take a different path to development, and that we’re not trying to keep them 

poor, unless we can demonstrate that we have let the big wrong idea go and that we have 

evidence that a different way will work.

You can’t expect any of these members of Congress who come from rural districts that 

have a lot of poor people, or that rely on agriculture, to take different approaches unless 

there is a specific, clear, meaningful alternative that they can embrace.

So I’m sort of off the script here, but this is a big deal. We need more of our people who 

know what the facts are here. We need to know what can we really get out of automobile 

and truck mileage; how realistic is it to have alternative sources of fuel; what you can get if 

you build all new houses and office buildings with glass that lets in more light and keeps out 

more heat and cold.
This is something that most of you normally wouldn’t think an elected official needs to 

know. But we do need to know. This is a huge, huge issue.
Seventh, we will keep working to builigne America at home — to make a strength of 

our diversity so that other nations can be inspired to overcome their own ethnic and religious 

tensions. For me that means passing the Employment Nondiscrimination Act, the hate 

crimes bill, and expanding national service. I meet with these AmeriCorps kids everywhere 

I go, and the thing they say over and over and over again is that we gave them a chance to 

see how different people live, to see how much we have in common as human beings, and 

to understand just what it means to be an American citizen at the dawn of a new century.

And last, we will continue to lead the world away from terror, weapons of mass 

destruction, and destructive ethnic, racial and religious conflicts, toward greater cooperation 

and shared peace and prosperity.
That’? what thia vote about China is all about Yes, it’s a good economic deal. China 

has agreed to open its markets. I just got out of the airplane and there were a few hundred 

people at the airport So I went over and shook hands and said hello to all the children. And 

this guy says, you really think this China thing is a good deal? I said, yes, I do. And he said, 

why? I said, well, in the first place, we’ve been calling it a trade agreement and it isn’t. For 

a trade agreement I get a few things and I have to give up a few things. But this is a 



*

NOU-22-2000 09:19 ABDI

week are the ultraconservatives in the military and the state-owned industries. And quite

Democratic Leadership Council Retreat
8

want us to vote yes on PNTR. VJ
Martin Lee, the head of the democracy movement in HongKong, came all the way over 

here to ask Congress to vote for this. This is a man who cannot\himself, go to China; a man 

who has never met Zhu Rongji; a man who is still considere^ersona non grata. But he 

said to me, we’ve got to back the reformers in China. We’ve gift to get them into a system 
where there is rale of law. This is the next big step. All the human rights activists in 

America are, he said, blinded by their opposition to things that have happened in the past 

and may be happening now. instead of thinking about what is most likely to change China 

in the future.
The new President of Taiwan supports us letting China into the WTO and America 

extei

ine new rrcsiucui ui x<uw*u -» •-—o------------- - —
:nding PNTR. And yesterday, the Dalai Lama, a man who has undergone literally decades

4127414161 P.12/14

membership agreement. All we give them is membership, and they do all the market opening. 

That’s their dues for membership in the World Trade Organization.
That’s why, in narrow, self-interested terms, it’s a 100-to-nothing deal not only for the 

United Stetes, but for anybody else who votes to let the Chinese into the WTO. But, even 

though for me the economic choice is clear, far, far more important to me are the moral and 

national security arguments. I looked at all those kids in that crowd today and I was reminded 

again that we fought three wars in Asia in the last half of the 20th century, and that we have 

a chance to build a different future. Not a guarantee, but a chance.
Yes, China is still a one-party state, restricting rights of free speech and religious 

expression, doing things from time to time that frustrate us and even anger us. But by 

forcing China to slash subsidies and tariffs that protect inefficient industries, which the 

Communist Parry has long used to exercise day-to-day control, by letting our high-tech 

companies bring the Internet and the information revolution to China, we will be unleashing 

forces that no totalitarian operation rooted in the last century’s industrial society can control.

Two years ago there were 2 million Internet users in China; last year there were 9 

million; this year there are something over 20 million. At some point there will be over 100 

million, and at some point, some threshold that no one can identify with precision will be 

crossed and it will be a very different world.
I think it is also worth pointing out that the more China operates within rule-based 

systems, with us and with other countries, the more likely they are to see the benefit of the 

rule of law, and the more likely that benefit is to flow down to ordinary people — in those 

900,000 villages where they’re already electing their mayors, and in the cities.
I think it is quite interesting that the people in China who hope we will beat this next

interesting that people who have been persecuted in China and other places, by and large, 
____ _ DXTTD '(S?)
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I believe I have a good grasp on the institution of the vice presidency, and I can tell you 

it is my judgment that he has had a far more positive impact on the way the American 

people live than any other person as Vice President in the history of the nation, by a good 

longways. |A +0

He managed the empowerment zones program. He managed our administration’s 
position on the TelecommunicatioAs Act, which had two important features: one, it was 

pro-competition — we didn't give into the monopoly forces, and there are now hundreds of 

thousands of jobs that have been created, mostly in companies that didn’t even exist in 

1996, because we stood firm for competition. And we got the e-rate, which is now providing 

$2.2 billion a year so that poor schools and libraries and hospitals can hook up to the Internet.

Second, he developed and pushed our positions on the environment, including the 

Partnership for Next Generation Vehicles, and climate change. Third, he ran the REGO 

program, which many of you were involved in, and which; in addition to reducing the size 

of government, has dramatically improved the performance of many agencies. Fourth, he 

and Tipper led our efforts on expanding the mental health parity issue, the fatherhood 

initiative, and the V-chip and ratings for TV programs and video games.
He also cast the deciding vote on the economic plan and on the gun safety legislation in 

rhe Senate. And on every tough decision I had to make, from Haiti to Bosnia to Kosovo to 
loaning money to Mexico, (Xow.tbere was a winner—the day I made that decision, there 

was a poll that by 81-15, the people didn’t want me to do it!), to taking on the gun issue and 

tobacco issue, to lobbying for NAFTA at the beginning and making the calls on China 

PNTR, he’s been there — always.
Here’s the last thought I’ll leave you with. Roosevelt loved ideas, had good ideas, but 

he had a first-class temperament. He had a good time and he enjoyed working with people. 

So you guys have got to keep working together. We’ve got to get behind all of our crowd; 

we’ve got to work to win elections. What happens in 2000, fundamentally, is just as important 
as what happened in '92 and ’96, because what a country does with its prosperity is just as 

stem a test of its character and vision and wisdom as what it does when its back is against 

the wall.
Some day somebody will write a whole book on how this New Orleans Declaration was 

the foundation of the success of the last eight years. That’s what your work at Hyde Park 

ought to be for the next decade. You can change America forever for the better.

I’ve done everything I could to turn the ship of store around. Now you’ve got to make 

sure that it keeps sailing in the right direction.
Thank you and God bless you.

4127414161 P.14/14
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SKIPROCIC, New Mt'.xn:o 
April 17, 2000 

L., me say yaateeh - William Jefferson Clfoton yinishye - Irish uisbli. I am

profoundly honorw LO be beet:, within the 1-'our Sacred Mountains - especially on Navajo 
Nat.Jon Sovereignty Day. J want to ll1ank young Myra Jodie. Didn't she do a womkrfuljob 

up here? Thank you, rresidenl Kelsey liegayc, for your �trong leadership. Thank you, 

Congressman Tom Udall. The Vice President. Taylor McKenzie, Chief Justice &obe1t Yazzie, 

Speaker Edward Begay. members ot the Navajo Tribal Council, Shiprock C'..ouncil Mayor 
William Lee. And we have with us today the President of the Na.tioual Congress ofAmcrfow1 

Indians, Sue Masten - thank you for bciug here. 

To all the honored govt--rnors of pueblos and tribal leaders. And I thank the people who 
have come with me toe.Jay - the Secretary of Housing and Urbau Development Andrew 

Cuomo; the lnterior Ucputy Secretat)' David Hayes; the Assi:st.am Secretary of Agriculture 

Carl Wh.illock; and the person most fCliponsiblc for worklng wit.h you, Assislanl Secretary 

ofthe Interior J<evin Gover. I thank him for 1111 he has done. 

Federal Communications Commission Chainn:io Bill Kennard, and Commisi;iuner Gloria 

1'ristanl. And l'd like to thank lhc people from lhe White House who are here, cspeciulJy 
Gene Sperling, who put together this digital divide Lour; and Lynn Cullt:r, who is my liaison 

to Indian country aU over the United Sl11Lcs. I thank them. 

l want to thank four members of Congress who made a lung trip here today to express

support for our goal. Senator Robert Bennett, who came from Ut.ah. Representative Bill 

Jefferson, who came from New Orleans, Louisiana. Silvestre Reyes from Hl l'aso, Texas. 

And Sceph,mic Tubbs-Jones, whn cu111c from Cleveland, Ohio. 

I want to thanJc my friend of mOl'C than 20 years now, you1· former governor, Bruce 

King, and his wife, Alice, lhank them for being here. Thank you. J want to thank the 

renown&! basketball star, Rebecca Lobo, who c-amc with mo today. And I thank Reverend 
Jesse Jackson for coming. l thank all the high-tech Jead1.-r:. wlio are here. 

And there was one young man who meant to come willi me today, who cnuld not come 
- a mun I admire very much, not only for his 1>uccess, but for the way he: has handled

adversity, Nol.th Begay. And l lhink we ought to givt: him 11. hig hand,
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Indian scientists arc at the forcfronl of thi11 lcind of rcse.irch - pioneering the use of 
i;olar energy to power rural cornmunities; developing electric cari- for use in crowded citie::i; 

converting agricultural waste into clectricicy. lf we can deepen our cuoperation for clean 
energy, we will strengthen our economies. improve our people's health and fight global 

wanning. This should be a vital element of our ocw par1.11crship. 
A fowtb challenge we face is co protect the gains ot' democr.i.cy and development fmm 

lhe forces which threaten to undcrrnine lhem. There is the danger of ocg�ni:t.ed crime aml 

drugs. There is the evil of trafficking in human beings, a modern forru of slavery. And of 
course, there is the threul of terrorism. Doth our nations know it 1111 too well. 

Americans understood the pain and agony you went lhrougb during the Indian Ail'liues 
hijc1cking. And 1 saw thut pain firsthand when T met with tbe parents and the widow of lhe 

yount; man who was killed on lhat airplane. We grieve with y ou for t.he Sikhs who wen: 
killed in Kashmir - and our ht:art goes out to their families. We will work with you to 

build a system of justice, to strengthen our cooperation u_galnst terror. We must never relax 

our vigilance or allow tht! perpetrators to intimidate us into retreating from our democratic 

ideals. 
Another danger we face is lhe spread of weapons of mass destruction to those who 

m.i,tht have no reservations about using them. I stil1 believe this ii; Lhe greatest potentiul

threat to security we all face in Lhc 21st ccutury. 1t is why we must be vigilant in fighting the
spreuJ of chtmiical aod biological weapons. And it is why we must hoth keep working
closely to resolve our rcrnaining differences on nuclear pruliferation.

I am aware I.hat I speak to you on behalf of a nation that has poi;sessed nuclear weapons 

for 55 years and more. But since 198M. the United Slates has Jismantled more thnn 

13,000 nuclear weapons. We have helped Russia to dismantle their nud�ar weapons and lo 

safeguard the material thul remains. We have agreed to an outline of a treaty with Russia 

that will reduce our nmiaining nuclear arsenal by more than half. We arc producing no 
more fissile rnalcrial, developing no new land- or submarin�ba.c;ed missiles, eogagini; in no 

uew nucle.ar lcSL.ios. 
from South America to South Africa, nations arc foreswcaring these weapons, rea.li:ting 

that a nuclear future is not u more secure future. Most of the world is moving toward the 
elimination of nuclear weapons. That goal is not advanced if any counLry, in any region, 
m,)ves i.n the uthcr direction. 

T say this with gn�at respect. Only India can de1crmine ibi own i.mereslS. Only India c.in 
know if it truly is sa.ft.'1' today than before the tests. Only India can determine jf it will 

benefit from expanding its nuclear and missile capabilities, If its neighboni respond by 
doing the sunie thing. Only lndia knows If it can afford a sustained ;uvesunent in both 

INDlA JOINT SESSION 
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RP.NAISSANCP. MAYFLOWt:Jt H<Yl'FJ. 
W A!jlllNCi'rnN, D.C. 
Seprembn 19, 2000 

Wu. fi,,t of all, l<l me say thank you for the welcome . I 1hank lbc mcmbcn of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus who are hen:, and other merobcn,; or Congress and the people 
from our administration who arc here. 1 wunl lo thank Jimmy Smits and relix Sanchez. 
And T want to congratulate your honoree.,;, Sarc1 Martine1. Tucker and the Hispanic Scholarship 

Fund for 25 years of service. l want co say a special wonJ of appreciation to all the Latinos 

who have been part of our aduunistration, including Marla Ecb.avcste, Mickey Ibarra, 
Brian Barretto, Aida Alvarez, Bill Richardson, and aU the others. 

Let me say, I'm sorry T'm not in proper alLin:: 1011igh1. But Jimmy Smits c11llcd me this 

afternoon, and I only had cwo other things I was supposcJ lo do, so he said I had to show. 

And I want you to know l am here in spite of lhc fact that Jimmy Smits called me. 1' J1 1.ell 

you why -ifl have to hear HilllU")' say one more time, Lh�L is Lhe best looking ma.n I have 
ever seen - T Lhi11k. l will die. 

Right before I was here, I Wt:Dl over to the Kennedy Center, where then: ':i a initgniticem 
event that Kerry Kennedy Cuomo is having about her book on human righLS activists. Artists 

from all over our country and human rights heroes Lrum all over the wodd an: over Lhere 
ttmight. And so. I went from there to a book parly for my friend, Paul Rcwlila. Then I'm on 
my way over here, and cvcrybcxty wancecJ lO know where I was going. And this NBC 

teJevision reporter said, Jimmy Smit,;, that's the best looking man 1 ever saw in my life. 
Well, what can 1 tell you, I've been Lo war for eight years now, and r don't look very 

good anymore. 
I want to s:.y something seriously. Felix, l appreciate wh11t you have done so much with 

this foundation, I made fun of Jimmy .Smits Lonight, but I want you Lo know that becoming 
a friend of his has �n one of the real joys of being President. He has been so kind to my 

wifo and lo me. to our family. He's been co the White House many times and he's always 
been there for a good cause. 1 hope you'll forgive me for pulling your leg tonight, Jimmy, 
but T'll never forget yuu ror l>eing our friend. Thank you very much. 



P 10 

I wanl to thank the National Hispanic Foundation for the Ans for giving youn� people 
a cha.nee from the silver screen to the Broadway stage. Kids wilh 1.111cm and dreams need a 

chance. That's what we've tried for eighl years now to give all America's children. The 

Vice President and I owe those of you who have done so much to help us a profound debt of 

xratitude, and I thank yuu. 

Tonight J came mostly just to Jo that-ju11l to say thank you, for all you do for I.he; arts, 
for all you do for the Hispanic community, and for aU you've done to help Amcnc11. 
move forward in the last cl&ht years. We now have lhe lowest Hispanic uncm,)loyment rare 
ever recorded; the lowest Hispanic poverty rate In a generation; u miJlion new ho.me owners 

in the last six years. Tbe Earned income TclX Credll has been douhlcd and it's lifted over a 

million Hispanics oul of poverty. The minimum wage heJpc4 1.6 million Hispanic workers, 
and it's time tu ralse lt again and ht:lp more. 

The Hispanic Education Action Plan to help Hispanic youth co stay in school and go 

to college, along with our scholari;hip ini1iacives, have contribu�u lo the fact that the 

collcge-�oing race among .Hispank young people is up over SO percent in the lai.t 

seven years. And - listen to this - a rt:port that was issued last week said there has 
been a 500 percent increase in Lhe number of Hispanic students taking aJv1mced placement 
courses in hi�lt school to prepar� for college. 

Under the Vice President's leadtm,hip we've reduced the nalur.lli:1.ation backlog 01 INS. 

And under Alda Alvarez's leadership, loans through Hispanic entrepreneurs by the SBA 

have im:rcased by 250 percenl. 

We have all been enriched by your work. And 1 know that because of your work, we·u 

have more hrrt,at singers, more great writers, more great aclor:. and actresses. I know we' vc 

got a long way to go, too, because still Latino characters are only about 3 pe�nt of those 

that appear c,)n prime-time television. I just left Rim Moreno, and I told her that 1 enjoy� 

watching her as a nun on her television s�rics. We were laughing about it. but I tltlnk that 
you will see. if you keep workina, more and more of our movie:; 1uld our television shows 

and our Hroa.dway shows reflecting the rich diveri.ity uf America. 

Thnt's the last point I want to make. I have said on many occasioni;, and l'Jlju:sl say one 

more time tonight, that if I could have only one wish for Aroeric11, believe it or not, it would 

not be for a continu� unbroken economic prosperity. lt would be that somehow we would 

find the wii;dom to Jivt, loiclher as bro1ht..-rs and sisters, to truly he One America across all 

the liue.s thllf divide ui;. 

As a little picture of how fast America bas changcu, you can see the advertisementi, 

today for Denzel Wa�bington's new movie about the integration ufT.C. Wtlliams High School 
over in Alexandria, Virginia, and its foolball team, which occurn;<l 11l11)ost 30 ycari; ago, not 

¥-ou ncta· h.crrL
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The Grand Ballroom 
The Pierre. IIotei. 
New York, New York

September 11. 2000

hank you very much. Let me say, first of all, Hillary and I are delighted to be here 

with all of you, and especially you, Edgar, with all of your family, including Edgar, Clarissa, 

and the about-to-be 22nd grandchild here. They are probably an even more important 

testament to your life than this important work we celebrate tonight.
I thank Israel Singer and the World Jewish Council leadership. Elie Wiesel, my fellow 

award recipients, especially Senator D’Amato and Congressman Leach, without whom we 
could not have done our pan, and Stuart Eizenstat, without whom T could have done not hing, 

and 1 thank you all.
I thank die members of tlie Israeli government and Cabinet who are here, and those of 

you who have come from around the world. But I would like to say, not only as President, 

but as an American, a man who studied German as a student and went to Germany as a 

young man in the hopes of reconciling my enormously conflicted feelings about a country 

that I loved which had done something I hated.
foreign Minister Vischer, 1 have rarely in my life been as moved as 1 was by your 

comments tonight. And I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Edgar once said that, "In forcing the world to face up to an ugly past, we help shape a 

more honorable future.’’ I am honored to have been part of this endeavor, and I have tried to 

learn its lesson.
Within our country, I have been to Native American reservations and acknowledged 

that the treaties we signed were neither fair nor honorably kept in many cases.
I went to Africa — to Goree Island, the Door of No Return — and acknowledged the 

responsibility of the United States in buying people into slavery. This is a hard business, 

struggling to find our core of humanity.
As Edgar said, we arc here in an immediate sense because Edgar buttonholed Hillary 

back in 1996, and said I had to see him the next day. And that night, she told me I had to see 

him the next day, because the time for redress was running out. And I did as she said.

Bronfman Gala
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The point I'm trying lo make is chat good pwplc will continue to make b1td decisions 
if they're in Lhe grip of a wrong ic.k:a. This Is not simply a case of interest groups fighlin� 

each other. This is really a ques1ion of whclher we have honestly come to terms with 
what the facts are, whal the evidence shows about the way economies can, 1md indeed 

should, wo1·1(. 

And there's no way in the world we'll be able to convince our friends in lndia or China, 

which over lhe next 30 years will become bi��er emitters of greenhouse gases than we are, 

that they cun take a different path to development. and that we're not trying lo keep them 

poor, unless we. can demonstrate lhat we have let the big wrong idea go llm.l that we have 
c'1idencc that a dif!ercnt wu.y will wot·k. 

You can't expect any or these members of Congress who come from ru1·al districts that 

have a lot of poor people, or that rely on agriculture, lo take uiffercnt approaches unless 

there is a specific, clear, meaningful altcrnaclve that they can embrac1;. 

So I'm sort of off the script here, but this i� a big deal. We need more of our people who 

lcnow what tbe facts arc here. We need to know what can we really get out of aulorriobile 

and truck mileage; how realislic is it lo have alternative sources of Cud; what you can get if 

you bul Id all new hous�s and office buildings wich glass that leLc; In more light and k�ps out 

more heat and cold. 
This is something that most of you normally wouldn't think an elected official needs to 

know. But we do nood lo l..'l\ow. This is a hu�c. huic: iSRue. 

Seventh, we will keep working to build One America al home - to make a strength of 

our diversity so that other nations can be inspitcd. co overcome their own ethnic and religious 

tensions. For me Lhat m1;1ms passing the Employment Nondiscrimination AcL, the hate 

crimes bill, and expanding national service. I moet with l�c A111eriC01·ps kids everywhere 

1 go, and the lhing they say over and over and over ll�ain ls that we gave them a chance to 

s� how different people live. to sec how much we have in cummun llS human beings. and 

to understand just what it means to be an American citi7.en at the dawn of a new wnlury. 

And last, we will continue to lead the world away from terror, weapons of mass 
destruction, and destructive ethnic, racial and religious conflictc;, toward gre;ster coopcralio11 

and shared peace and prosperity. 

That's what this vote about China is all about.. Yes, It's a good economic u1.:al. China 

has agreed to open Its markets. 1 Just got out of the airpl.ane and Lhcn.: were a few hw1dred 

peopli, al the airport. So I went uver am.I shook hands and said hello lo all lhe children. And 

this guy says. you really think this China thing is a good deal? I said, yes, T Ju. And he said, 

why? I said, well, in lhe first place, we've lx-:cn calling it a trade agreement and it isn't. For 

a tr,uJt: agreement, I get a few lhings and I have to give up .1 few things. But th.is is a 

Democratic Leadership Council Retreat 
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mcmben;hip agreement. All we give lhcm is mcmbenship, and they do all tht! rnarket opening. 
Thal's their dues for membership in the World Trade O�llnization. 

That's why, in narrow, self-interested tem,s, it's a 100-lo-notbinij deal not only for the 

United St.ates, but for anybody else who votes Lo let the Chinese Into the.: WTO. Dut, cvc.:11 
lhough for me the economic choice is clear, far, far more important co me 1u•e lhc moraJ and 

national security argumcnL<;. I looked at all those .kids in that crowcJ today at1d I was remind� 

agitin that we fought three wars in Asia in U1e last half of the 20th ccntu1y, and that we hnve 

a cham:c to build a differcnc future. Not a guarantee, but u chance. 

Yes, China ls still a one-party state, restricting rights of fre.c speech anJ religioui; 

expression, doing things from time lo time that fruscratc ui; and even anger us. But by 

forcing Chinn to slash subsidies and tarit'fs that protect inefficient industries, which I.fie 

Communisl Party has long used to t:Jlercise day-to-day control, by letting our high-tech 

companies bring the Internet and 1he information revolution 10 C.hina, we wUJ be unlcashin¥ 

forces that no totalitarian operation rooted in the last centwy's illdustrial s0t:iety can control. 

Two years ago tht,rc were 2 million lntemet users in C.:hins.; last yclir there were 9 
million; this year there are something over 2U million. Al some point there wm be over 100 

million, and at somt, point, some threshold that no one can identify with .r11·ecision will be 

crossed &nd it wiU be a very Jifferent world. 

1 think iL is also worth pointing out that the more China opcl'at.es within rule-bused 

systems, with us and with other countries, the more likely they are lo see !he benefit of the 

rule of law, und the more likely thal benefit is lo flow down to ordinary people - in those 

900,000 "illagcs where they're already electing their mayors, anJ in the cities. 

I think it is quite interesting that the people in China who hope Wt, will beat this next 

week are the ullraconscrvali"cs in the military anJ the state-owned industries. And quite 

intert=sting that people who have been persecuted ill China and other places, hy and large, 

want us lo vule yes on 1-'NTR. 

Martin Lee, the head of the democracy movement in Hong Kong, came all the way over 

here to ask Congress to vote for this. This is a man who cannot, himself. go to C.:hina: a man 

who has never met Zhu .Kongji; a man who is still coni;idered a persona non grata. But he 

said to me, we·v� got to back the reformers in China. We've goc co get d1em into ti system 

where there Is rule of law. This is the nex.l big step. All 1be human rights activiiils in 

America are, bL: said, blinded by their opposition to thinjs that have happened in the pnst 

and m1ty he happening now, instead of th.in.king ahout what i8 most Likely t.u d1angc C.:hina In 

lhe future. 
The new .President of Taiwan supports us letting China into the WTO and America 

extending PNTR. And yesterday, the Dalai Lama, a man who bas undergone liLcr&lly decades 

Democratic Leadership Council Rt!trent 
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I believe I have a good grasp on the institution of the vice presidency, and 1 can tell you 

it is my judgment that he has had a far more positive impact on the way the American 

people live (han any other person as Vice President in the history of the nation, by a good 

long ways.
He managed the empowerment zones program. He managed our administration’s 

position on the Telecommunications Act, which had two important features: one, it was 

pio-compclition — we didn't give in to the monopoly forces, and there are now hundreds of 

thousands of jobs that have been created, mostly in companies that didn’t even exist in 
1996, because we stood firm for competition. And we got the e-ratc, which is now providing 

$2.2 billion a year so that poor schools and libraries and hospitals can hook up to the Internet.

Secund, he developed and pushed our positions on the environment, including the 

Partnership for Next Generation Vehicles, and climate change. Third, he ran the REGO 

program, which many of you were involved in, and which, in addition to reducing (he size 

of govenmicnl, has dramatically improved the performance of many agencies. Fourth, he 

and Tipper led our efforts on expanding the mental health parity issue, the fatherhood 

initiative, and the V-chip and ratings for TV programs and video games.
He also cast the deciding vote on rhe economic plan and on the gun safety legislation in 

the Senate. And on every Lough decision I had to make, from Haiti to Bosnia to Kosovo to 

loaning money to Mexico, (now, there was a winner—the day I made that decision, there 

was a poll llial by 81-15, the people didn’t want me to do it!), to taking on the gun issue and 

tobacco issue, to lobbying for NAFTA at the beginning and making the calls on China 

1‘NTR, he's been there — always.
Here’s the last thought I’ll leave you with. Roosevelt loved ideas, had good ideas, but 

he hud a firal-vltws temperament. He had a good time and he enjoyed working with people. 

So you guys have got to keep working together. We've got to get behind all ol our crowd; 
we’ve got to work to win elections. What happens in 2000, fundamcnully, is just as important 

as what happened in ’92 and '96, because what a country does with its prosperity is just as 

stem a lest of its character and vision and wisdom as what it does when its back is against 

the wall.
Some day somebody will write a whole book on how this New Orleans Declaration was 

the foundation of the success of the last eight years. That’s what your work at Hyde Park 

ought to be lor the next decade. You can change America forever for Lite belter.

I’ve done everything 1 could to turn the ship of state around. Now you’ve got to make 

sure that it keeps sailing in the right direction.

Thank you and God bless you.

1
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Renaissance Mayflower Hotel

Washington, D.C.
September 19. 2000

, . ell, first of all, let me say thank you for the welcome. I thank the members of the

Congressional Hispanic Caucus who are here, and other members of Congress and the people 

from our administration who are here. I want to thank Jimmy Smits and Felix Sanchez. 

And I want to congratulate your honorees, Sara Martinez Tucker and the Hispanic Scholarship 

Fund for 25 years of service. I want to say a special word of appreciation to all the Latinos 

who have been part of our administration, including Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, 

Brian Barretto, Aida Alvarez, Bill Richardson, and all the others.

Let me say, I’m sorry I’m not in proper attire tonight. But Jimmy Smits called me this 

afternoon, and I only had two other things I was supposed to do, so he said I had to show. 

And I want you to know I am here in spite of the fact that Jimmy Smits called me. I’ll tell 

you why — if I have to hear Hillary say one more time, that is the best looking man I have 

ever seen — I think I will die.
Right before I was here, I went over to the Kennedy Center, where there’s a magnificent 

event that Kerry Kennedy Cuomo is having about her book on human rights activists. Artists 

from all over our country and human rights heroes from all over the world are over there 

tonight. And so, I went from there to a book party for my friend, Paul Begala. Then I’m on 

my way over here, and everybody wanted to know where I was going. And this NBC 

television reporter said, Jimmy Smits, that’s the best looking man 1 ever saw in my life.

Well, what can I tell you, I’ve been to war for eight years now, and I don’t look very 

good anymore.
I want to say something seriously. Felix, I appreciate what you have done so much with 

this foundation. I made fun of Jimmy Smits tonight, but I want you to know that becoming 

a friend of his has been one of the real joys of being President. He has been so kind to my 

wife and to me, to our family. He’s been to the White House many times and he’s always 

been there for a good cause. I hope you’ll forgive me for pulling your leg tonight, Jimmy, 

but I’ll never forget you for being our friend. Thank you very much.
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I want to thank the National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts for giving young people 

a chance from the silver screen to the Broadway stage. Kids with talent and dreams need a 

chance. That’s what we’ve tried for eight years now to give all America’s children. The 

Vice President and I owe those of you who have done so much to help us a profound debt of 

gratitude, and 1 thank you.
Tonight I came mostly just to do that — just to say thank you, for all you do for the arts, 

for all you do for the Hispanic community, and for all you’ve done to help America 

move forward in the last eight years. We now have the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate 

ever recorded; the lowest Hispanic poverty rate in a generation; a million new home owners 

in the last six years. The Earned Income Tax Credit has been doubled and it’s lifted over a 

million Hispanics out of poverty. The minimum wage helped 1.6 million Hispanic workers, 

and it's time to raise it again and help more.
The Hispanic Education Action Plan to help Hispanic youth to stay in school and go 

to college, along with our scholarship initiatives, have contributed to the fact that the 

college-going rate among Hispanic young people is up over 50 percent in the last 

seven years. And — listen to this — a report which was issued last week said there has 

been a 500 percent increase in the number of Hispanic students taking advanced placement 

courses in high school to prepare for college.
Under the Vice President’s leadership we’ve reduced the naturalization backlog at INS. 

And under Aida Alvarez’s leadership, loans through Hispanic entrepreneurs by the SBA 

have increased by 250 percent.
We have all been enriched by your work. And I know that because of your work, we’ll 

have more great singers, more great writers, more great actors and actresses. I know we’ve 

got a long way to go, too, because still Latino characters are only about 3 percent of those 

that appear on prime-time television. I just left Rita Moreno, and I told her that I enjoyed 

watching her as a nun on her television series. We were laughing about it, but I think that 

you will see, if you keep working, more and more of our movies and our television shows 

and our Broadway shows reflecting the rich diversity of America.
That's the last point I want to make. I have said on many occasions, and I’ 11 just say one 

more time tonight, that if I could have only one wish for America, believe it or not, it would 

not be for a continued unbroken economic prosperity. It would be that somehow we would 

find the wisdom to live together as brothers and sisters, to truly be One America across all 

the lines that divide us.
As a little picture of how fast America has changed, you can see the advertisements 

today for Denzel Washington’s new movie about the integration of T-C. Williams High School 

over in Alexandria, Virginia, and its football team, which occurred almost 30 years ago, not 
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by the communists, all the things that continue to be done in the name of religious or political

have an expanding idea of who is in our family. And we in the United States, because we’re 

been left behind, but beyond our borders who otherwise will never catch up if we= don’t do 

our part. L.
more and more a nonzero sum game, so that the better they do, the better we'll do.

such a long time ago once you've reached my age. Now, three decades later, that high 

school is in a school district which has students from over 180 different racial and ethnic 

groups, with parents speaking over 100 different native languages. It's the most diverse 

school district in America.
I think it’s fitting that this movie, coming out in the new millennium, talks about 

something that to most of these kids is ancient history, that we hope they’ll never forget. It’s 

sobering to look at them and realize that they are both the great opportunity and the great 

rh.-dlpnw of the future: Can we figure out a way to give them ah a world-class education, 

with all their diversity? Can we figure out a way to make sure that every single child, every 

family, every faith in America is profoundly proud of its roots, understands them, and yet 

believes deeply that our common humanity is even more important than our unique 

characteristics? These are very big questions.
Not so long ago, a number of you in this room came to the White House for a showing 

of the movie,“Mi Familia.’’ I was thinking about that tonight and feeling sort of nostalgic. 

The central question all of us have to ask ourselves, both within and beyond our borders, is: 

who is in our family anyway.
There is an astonishing new book, by a man named Robert Wright, called ‘Nonzero — 

kind of a weird title unless you’re familiar with game theory. But in game theory, a zero 

sum game is one where, in order for one person to win, somebody has to lose. A nonzero 

sum game is a game in which you can win and the person you’re playing with can win, as 

well. And the argument of the book is that, notwithstanding all the terrible things that 

happened in the 20th century — the abuses of science by the Nazis, the abuses of organization 

by the communists, all the things that continue to be done in the name of religious or political 

purity — in spite of the dark spots, as societies grow more and more connected, and we 

become more interdependent, we are forced to find more and more nonzero sum solutions. 

That is, ways in which we can all win.
That’s basically the message I've been trying to preach for eight years — that everybody 

counts, everybody deserves a chance, we all do better when wc help each other. We have to 

have an expanding idea of who is in our family. And we in the United States, because we’ re 

so blessed, have particular responsibilities to people not only within our borders who have 

been left behind, but beyond our borders who otherwise will never catch up if we don’t do 

our part. Because we are all part of the same human family, and because, actually, life is 

more and more a nonzero sum game, so that the better they do, the better we' 11 do.
Now, I believe, because of the history and culture, because of the pain and the promise 

of the Hispanic community in the United States, you are uniquely qualified to make sure 

America leams and lives this lesson now.
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That’s the last thing I’d like to say, from the heart. You have made being President this 

last eight years a joy. It has been an honor for me to work with so many of you. If our 

country is better off because of anything I did, I am grateful. But all the best stuff is still out 

there, if we can learn to preserve what is special about us and our clan, our tribe and our faith, 

and do it while affirming our common humanity.

Do that for America, and the best is still to come. Thank you and God bless you.
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Parliament

New Delhi, India 
March 22, 2000

— I

r. Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker, members of the Lok Sabha 

and Rajya Sabha, I am privileged to speak to you and, through you, to the people of India. 

I am honored to be joined today by members of my Cabinet and staff at the White House, 

and a veiy large representation of members of our United States Congress from both political 

parties. We’re all honored to be here and we thank you for your warm welcome.

I would also like to thank the people of India for their kindness to my daughter and my 

mother-in-law and, on their previous trip, to my wife and my daughter.

I have looked forward to this day with great anticipation. This whole trip has meant a 

great deal to me, especially to this point, the opportunity I had to visit the Gandhi memorial, 

to express on behalf of all the people of the United States our gratitude for the life, the work, 

the drought of Gandhi, without which the great civil rights revolution in the United States 

would never haKsucceeded on. a peaceful plane.

As Prime Minister Vajpayee has said, India and America arc natural allies, two nations 

conceived in liberty, each finding strength in its diversity, each seeing in the other a reflection 

of its own aspiration for a more humane and just world. .
A poet once said the world’s inhabitants can be divided intcr^hose that have seen the 

Taj Mahal and tiiose that have not.” Well, in a few hours I will have a chance to cross over 

to the happier side of that divide. But I hope, in a larger sense, that my visit will help the 

American people to see the new India and to understand you better And I hope that the 

visit will help India to understand America better. And that by listening to each other we 

can build a true partnership of mutual respect and common endeavor.

From a distance, India often appears as a kaleidoscope of competing, perhaps superficial, 

images. Is it atomic weapons, or ahimsa? Aland struggling against poverty and inequahty, 

or the world’s largest middle-class society? Is it still simmering with communal tensions, 

or history’s most successful melting pot? Is it Bollywood or Satyajit Ray? Swetta Chetty or 

Alla Rakha? Is it the handloom or the hyperlink?
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aspiration; who say it works only for people of a certain culture, or a certain degree of

Under trying circumstances, you have shown the world how to live with difference.

hurt in the efforts to divide people by ethnicity and faith than by the efforts to bring them 

together in peace and harmony.
Under trying circumstances, you have shown the world how to live with difference. 

You have shown that tolerance and mutual respect arc in many ways the keys to our common 

survival. That is something the whole world needs to learn.
A third lesson India teaches is about globalization and what may be the central debate 

of our time. Many people believe the forces of globalization are inherently divisive; that

they can only widen the gap between rich and poor. That is a valid fear, but I believe wrong.

As the distance between producers large and small, and customers near and far becomes 

less relevant, developing countries will have opportunities not only to succeed, but to lead 

in lifting more people out of poverty more quickly than at any time in human history. In the 

old economy, location was everything. In the new economy, information, education and

The truth is, no single image can possibly do justice to your great nation. But beyond the 

complexities and the apparent contradictions, I believe India teaches us some very basic lessons. 
The first is about democracy. There are still those who deny that democracy is a universal 

that this morning. But around tire world there is a chorus of voices who say ethnic and 

religious diversity is a threat; who argue that the only way to keep different people from 

trilling one another is to keep them as far apart as possible. But India has shown us a better 
way. For all the troubles you have seen, surely the subcontinent has seen more innocenesV5

economic development. India has been proving them wrong for 52 years now. Here is a 

country where more than 2 million people hold elected office in local government; a country 
that shows at every election that those who possess the least cherish their vote the most Far 
from washing away the uniqueness of your culture, your democracy has brought out the 

richness of its tapestry, and given you the knot that holds it together.
A second lesson India teaches is about diversity. You have already heard remarks about

succeed. In that way, you affirmed what every successful country is finding in its own 

way: „
panchayat raj. And the world has been beating a path to your door.

11/16/00 THU 05:54 FAX 0116232381562 I
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motivation are everything — and India is proving it.
You liberated your markets and now you have one of the 10 fastest growing economies 

in the world. At the rate of growth within your grasp, India’s standard of living could rise

Amirans and other big software companies call for consumer and customer support, they’ re

by 500 percent in just 20 years. You embraced information technology and now, when 

Amirans and other big software companies call for consumer and customer support, they’ re 

just as u<k"1y to find themselves talking to an expert in Bangalore as one in Seattle.

You decentralized authority, giving more individuals and communities the freedom to

; globalization does not favor nations with a licensing raj, it does favor nations with a
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it is unnecessary and it is far mote than a regional crisis. Whether around the corner or

of the world lives in the information age. Part of the world does not even reach the clean 

water age. And often the two live side by side. It is unacceptable, it is intolerable; thankfully.

-

In the new millennium, every great country must answer one overarching question: 

how shall we define our greatness? Every country —America included — is tempted to 

Hing to yesterday’s definition of economic and military might. But true leadership for the 

United States and India derives more from the power of our example and the potential of 

our people.

of rich and poor alike, both across and within national borders. Part of the world today lives 

at the rutting edge of change, while a big part still exists at the bare edge of survival. Part

I believe that the greatest of India’s many gifts to the world is the example its people 

have set “from Midnight to Millennium.” Think of it; virtually every challenge humanity 

knows can be found here in India. And every solution to every challenge can be found here 

as well: confidence in democracy; tolerance for diversity; a willingness to embrace social 

change. That is why Americans admire India; why we welcome India’s leadership in the 

region and the world; and why we want to take our partnership to a new level, to advance 

our common values and interests, and to resolve the differences that still remain.
There were long periods when that would not have been possible. Though our democratic 

ideals gave us a starting point in common, and our dreams of peace and prosperity gave 

us a common destination, there was for too long too little common ground between East 
and West, North and South. Now, thankfully, the old barriers between nations and people, 

economies and cultures, are being replaced by vast networks of cooperation and commerce. 
With our open, entrepreneurial societies, India and America are at the center of those 

networks. We must expand them, and defeat the forces that threaten them.
To succeed, I believe there are four large challenges India and the United States must 

meet together — challenges that should define our partnership in the years ahead.

The first of these challenges is to get our own economic relationship right Americans 

have applauded your efforts to open your economy, your commitment to a new wave of 

economic reform; your determination to bring the fruits of growth to all your people, 

are proud to support India’s growth as your largest partner in trade and investment. And we 

want to see more Indians and more Americans benefit from our economic ties, especially in 

the cutting edge fields of information technology, biotechnology and clean energy.
The private sector will drive this progress, but our job as governments is to create the 

conditions that will allow them to succeed in doing so, and to reduce the remaining 

impediments to trade and investment between us.
Our second challenge is to sustain global economic growth in a way that lifts the lives

11/16/00 THU 05:54 FAX 0116232381562



®005BRUNEI STAFF OFFICE11/16/00 THU 05:55 FAX 0116232381562

around the world, abject poverty in this new economy is an affront to our common humanity 

and a threat to our common prosperity.
The problem is truly immense, as you know far better than I. But perhaps for the first 

rime in all history, few would dispute that we know the solutions. We know we need to 

invest in education and literacy, so that children can have soaring dreams and the tools to 

realize them. We know we need to make a special commitment in developing nations to the 

education of young girls, as well as young boys. Everything we have learned about 

development tells us that when women have access to knowledge, to health, to economic 

opportunity and to civil rights, children thrive, families succeed and countries prosper.

Here again, we see how a problem and its answers can be found side by side in India. 

For every economist who preaches the virtues of women’s empowerment points at first 

to die achievements of India’s state of Kerala — I knew there would be somebody here 

from Kerala. Thank you.
To promote development, we know we must conquer the diseases that kill people and 

progress. Last December, India immunized 140 million children against polio, the biggest 

public health effort in human history. I congratulate you on that.

I have launched an initiative in the United States to speed the development of vaccines 

for malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS — the biggest infectious killers of our time. This July, 

when our partners in the G-8 meet in Japan, I will urge them to join us.

But that is not enough, for at best, effective vaccines are years away. Especially for 

AIDS, we need a commitment today to prevention, and that means straight talk and an end 

to stigmatizing. As Prime Minister Vajpayee said, no one should ever speak of AIDS as 

someone else’s problem. This has long been a big problem for the United States. It is now 

a big problem for’ you. I promise you America’s partnership in the continued struggle.

To promote development, we know we must also stand with those struggling for human 

rights and freedom around the world and in the region. For as the economist Amartya Sen 

has said, no system of government has done a better job in easing human want, in averting 

human catastrophes, than democracy. I am proud America and India will stand together on 

(he right side of history when we launch the Community of Democracies in Warsaw this 

suuuner.
All of these steps arc essential to lifting people’s lives. But there is yet another. With 

greater trade and the growth it brings, we can multiply the gains of education, better health 

and democratic empowerment That is why I hope we will work together to launch a new 

global trade round that will promote economic development for all.
One of the benefits of the World Trade Organization is that it has given developing 

countries a bigger voice in global trade policy. Developing countries have used that voice 
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to urge richer nations to open their markets further so that all can have a chance to grow. 

That is something the opponents of the WTO don’t fully appreciate yet.

We need to remind them that when Indians and Brazilians and Indonesians speak up for 

open trade, they arc not speaking for some narrow corporate interest, but for a huge part of 

humanity that has no interest in being saved from development Of course, trade should not 

be a race to the bottom in environmental and labor standards, but neither should fears about 

trade keep part of our global community forever at the bottom.
Yet we must also remember that those who are concerned about the impact of 

glnhalizatinn in terms of inequality, in environmental degradadoi^o speak for a large part 

nf humanity. Those who believe that trade should contribute not just to the wealth, but also 

to the fairness of societies; those who share Nehru’s dream of a structure for living that 

fulfills our material needs, and at the same time sustains our mind and spirit.

We can advance these values without engaging in rich-country protectionism. Indeed, 

to sustain a consensus for open trade, we must find a way to advance these values as well. 

That is my motivation, and my only motivation, in seeking a dialogue about the connections 

between labor, the environment, and trade and development.

I would rfminri you — and I want to emphasize this — the United States has the most 

open markata of any wealthy country in the world. We have the largest trade deficit. We 

also have had a strong economy, because we have welcomed the products and the services 

from the labor of people throughout the world. I am for an open global trading system. But 

we must do it in a way that advances the cause of social justice around the world.

The third challenge we face is to see that the prosperity and growth of the information 

age require us to abandon some of the outdated truths of the Industrial Age. The economy 

grows faster today, for example, when children are kept in school, not put to work. Think 

about the industries that are driving our growth today in India and in America. Just as oil 

enriched the nations who had it in the 20th century, clearly knowledge is doing the same for 

the nations who have it in the 21st century. The difference is, knowledge can be tapped by 

all people everywhere, and it will never run out
We must also find ways to achieve robust growth while protecting the environment and 

reversing climate change. I’m convinced we can do that as well. We will see in the next 

few years, for example, automobiles that are three, four, perhaps five times as efficient as 

those being driven today. Soon scientists will make alternative sources of energy more 

widely available and more affordable. Just for example, before long chemists almost certainly 

will unlock the block that will allow us to produce eight or nine gallons of fuel from bio­

fuels, farm fuels, using only one gallon of gasoline.
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conventional and nuclear forces while meeting its goals for human development. These are 

questions others may ask, but only you can answer.
I can only speak to you as a friend about America’s own experience during the Cold 

War. We were geographically distant from the Soviet Union. We were not engaged in 

direct armed combat. Through years of direct dialogue with our adversary, we each had 

a very good idea of the other’s capabilities, doctrines, and intentions. We each spent billions 

of dollars on elaborate command and control systems, for nuclear weapons are not cheap.

And yet, in spite of all of this — and as I sometimes say jokingly, in spite of the fact that 

both sides had very good spies, and that was a good thing — in spite of all of this, we came 

far too close to nuclear war. We learned that deterrence alone cannot be relied on to prevent 
accident or miscalculation. And in a nuclear standoff, there is nothing more dangerous than 

believing there is no danger.
I can also repeat what I said at the outset India is a leader, a great nation, which by 

virtue of its size, its achievements, and its example, has the ability to shape the character of 

our time. For any of us, to claim that mantle and assert that status is to accept first and 

foremost that our actions have consequences for others beyond our borders. Great nations 

with broad horizons must consider whether actions advance or hinder what Nehru called 

the larger cause of humanity.
So India’s nuclear policies, inevitably, have consequences beyond your borders: eroding 

the barriers against the spread of nuclear weapons, discouraging nations that have chosen 

to foreswear these weapons, encouraging others to keep their options open. But if India’s 

nuclear test shook the world, India’s leadership for nonproliferation can certainly move the 

world.
India and the United States have reaffirmed our commitment to forego nuclear testing. 

And for that I thank the Prime Minister, the government and the people of India. But in our 

own self-interest — and I say this again — in our own self-interest we can do more. I 

believe both nations should join the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; work to launch 

negotiations on a treaty to end the production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons; 
strengthen export controls. And India can pursue defense policies in keeping with its 

commitment not to seek a nuclear or missile arms race, which the Prime Minister has 

forcefully reaffirmed just in these last couple of days.
Again, I do not presume to speak for you or to tell you what to decide. It is not my 

place. You are a great nation and you must decide. But I ask you to continue our dialogue 

on these issues. And let us turn our dialogue into a genuine partnership against proliferation. 

If we make progress in narrowing our differences, we will be both more secure, and our 

relationship can reach its full potential.
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I have read that one of the unique qualities of Indian classical music is its elasticity. The 

composer lays down a foundation, a structure of melodic and rhythmic arrangements, but the 

player has to improvise within that structure to bring the raga to life.

1
I

I hope progress can also be made in overcoming a source of tension in this region, 

including the tensions between India and Pakistan. I share many of your government’s 

concerns about the course Pakistan is taking; your disappointment that past overtures have 

not always met with success; your outrage over recent violence. I know it is difficult to be 

a democracy bordered by nations whose governments reject democracy.
But 1 also believe India has a special opportunity, as a democracy, to show its neighbors 

that democracy is about dialogue. It does not have to be about friendship, but it is about 

building working relationships among people who differ.
One of the wisest things anyone ever said to me is that you don’t make peace with your 

friends. That is what the late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin told me before he signed 

the Oslo Accords with the Palestinians, with whom he had been fighting for decades. It is 

well to remember — I remind myself of it all the time, even when I have arguments with 

members of the other party in my Congress — you don’t make peace with your friends.

Engagement with adversaries is not the same thing as endorsement. It does not require 

cutting aside legitimate grievances. Indeed, I strongly believe that what has happened since 

your Prime Minister made his courageous journey to Lahore only reinforces the need for 

dialogue.
I can think of no enduring solution to this problem that can be achieved in any other 

way. In the end, for the sake of the innocents who always suffer the most, someone must 

end tire contest of inflicting and absorbing pain.
Let me also make clear, as I have repeatedly, I have certainly not come to South Asia to 

mediate the dispute over Kashmir. Only India and Pakistan can work out the problems 

between them- And I will say the same thing to General Musharraf in Islamabad. But if 

outsiders cannot resolve this problem, I hope you will create the opportunity to do it 

yourselves, calling on the support of others who can help where possible, as American 
diplomacy did in urging the Pakistanis to go back behind the line of control in the Kargil 

crisis.
In the meantime, I will continue to stress that this should be a time for restraint, for 

respect for the line of control, for renewed lines of communication.

Addressing this challenge and all the others I mentioned will require us to be closer 

partners and better friends, and to remember that good friends, out of respect, arc honest 

with one another. And even when they do not agree, they always try to find common 

ground.
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Our relationship is like that The composers of our past have given us a foundation of 

shared democratic ideals. It is up to us to give life to those ideals in this time. The melodies 

do not have to be the same to be beautiful to both of us. But if we listen to each other, and 

we strive to realize our vision together, we will write a symphony far greater than the sum of 

our individual notes.
The key is to genuinely and respectfully listen to each other. If we do, Americans will 

better understand the scope of India’s achievements, and the dangers India still faces in this 

troubled part of the world. We will understand that India will not choose a particular course 

simply because others wish it to do so. It will choose only what it believes its interests 

clearly demand and what its people democratically embrace.

If we listen to each other, I also believe Indians will understand better that America very 
much wants you to succeed. Time and again in my time as President, America has found 

that it is the weakness of great nations, not their strength, that threatens our vision for 

tomorrow.
So we want India to be strong; to be secure; to be united; to be a force for a safer, more 

prosperous, more democratic world. Whatever we ask of you, wc ask in that spirit alone. 
After too long a period of estrangement, India and the United States have learned that being 

natural allies is a wonderful thing, but it is not enough. Our task is to turn a common vision 

into common achievements so that partners in spirit can be partners in fact. We have already 

come a long way to this day of new beginnings, but we still have promises to keep, challenges 

to meet and hopes to redeem.
So let us seize this moment with humility in the fragile and fleeting nature of this life, 

butiabsolure confidence in the power of the human spirit. Let us seize it for India, for 

America, for all those with whom we share this small planet, and for all the children that 

together we can give such bright tomorrows.

Thank you very much.

—
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I know we’re doing the right thing, because look

Service than perhaps any of my predecessors.

We have worked
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— my Chief of Stafl, John
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iank you very much. Good morning 

at the day we’ve got. '
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We’ve got the good Lord’s stamp of approval on this great day. 
Ann thank you for your words and for your life and your example. Supermtendent 

Arnberger, thank you and all the staff at Grund Canyon National Park. And through you I d 

like to thank all the people who work for all of our national parks. I have spent quite a good 

deal of time as President in the national parks of America. And I grew up m one .1 am J 

suppose, therefore, mom personally indebted to the people who give their Ilves to the Park

Service than perhaps any of my predecessors.
I also want to thank all the people hem from the Bureau of Land Management for the 

work they do and for the remarkable partnership that will be launched here. We have worked 

very hard these last seven years to try to get these two agencies to work to suppo
each other, to believe in each other and to have common obiecuves. And I think we v= 

So I want to thank the BLM people who are here, as well. Give

thank the environmental groups who are here. I want to welcome the cMtan

ggeiu/ent at a/

Grand Canyon

Hofi Point, Arizona

January 11. 2000

of Arizona; Congressman Sam Furr, from California, for joining me; and former 

Congresswoman Karan English, from Arizona, for being here. And 1 want to thank al  e 
people torn the While House who supjrored me in this decision -my Chief of Staff, John 
rXla andtheheadofourComicaolEnvironmenUlQuahty.GeorgeFrampton arehere.
- to .hank someomyl w Al acknowledge particularly Secrerary Babbitt s -

counselor, Molly McUsic. who played a big role in what we celebrate today - she s no 

here because she’s celebrating an even bigger production: yesterday she gave birth 

son Benjamin, so she couldn’t be here, but I want Co acknowledge her and her .sennee. 
Am/ finally, 1 want to say this is, as you can see, a special day for Bruce Babbitt, 

only because he has been a devoted champion of the Antiquities Act and of protectmg

made a lot of progress, 

them all a hand.
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and I thank him for that.

of the land that belongs to

treasure.

We know, as

long look ahead.”

vision for a new century

Mio it is our protection. President Roosevelt challenged us to Uvc up to that ideal, to see 

beyond today or next month or next year. He said, "the one charactenstic more essential

Our country has been blessed by some outstanding Secretaries of the Intenor 
Pinchot Harold Ickes. ButPU make.prediction: I believe when our time here is done and 

a fair analysis of the record is made, there will be no Secretary of the Interior in the history 
of the United States who has done as much to preserve our natural heritage as Bruce Babbitt, 

and I thank him for that. . L .
Secretary Babbitt talked about Theodore Roosevelt’s role. You might be interested to 

exactly 92 years ago today, on January 11, 1908, that he designated the 

™_ jf our nation’s first national monuments. Now, the first light falls on 

J.. Ziov this breathtaking landscape be helped to protect None of you who can

see what is behind me can doubt the wisdom of that decision. So it is altogether fitting that

Thi7mo7n“ng, on the'North Rim of the Gnmd Canyon, I designated three new national 

monuments and the expansion of a fourth, to make sure more of the land that belongs to 

the American people will always be enjoyed by them. What a remarkable place th.s Canyon 

is It is in so many ways the symbol of our great natural expanse, our beauty and our spirit- 

Thirty years ago for the first time I watched the sun set over the Grand Canyon for over 

two hours. This morning I got up and for about an hour I watched the sun rise over the 

Canyon for the first time. In both cases, watching the interplay of the changing fight against 
the different layers and colors of the Canyon left me with a lifetime memory I will always 

cherish. Millions and millions of Americans share those memories, and a love of our natural 

treasure.
In fact I believe if there’s one thing that unites our fractious, argumentative countiy 

across goneralions and part.es and limo, ills the love we have for our land We know, as 

President Roosevelt said, we cannot improve upon this landscape. So the only linns we can

:ZtyTher ri foresight; U sbould'be th. growing nation with a future which takes the 

• ■»
Vamvety^ateful for the opportunities that Vice President Gore and I have had to build 

on President Roosevelt-, legacy, to lake that long look ahead, to ehart a new eonservattou 
L From our inner cities to our pristine wild lands, we have worked

land, but also because he is a former Governor of Arizona. When we served together as 

governors Hillary and I made it a habit at least once a year at the governors’ meetmgs to 
have dinner with Bruce and Hattie Babbitt. He was giving me the speech he gave here

today 15 or 20 years ago. I’ve heard Bruce’s speech a lot now, but it gets better every time 

he gives it.  , no Secretaries of the Interior — Gifford

know that it was
Grand Canyon as one ol

the 21st century;

on this day and in this place we continue that greatjourncy. 

r
monuments and'the expansion of a fourth, to make sure more

11/16/00 2EU i-d... ZU 3116232381862
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more w:

Before you know it, we will crack the

as much heat and

cold.

below that And we are just beginning.

of our common

some years now, but it is only now

equivalent of driving cars that get 

beginning.
We built a

California, in cooperation

gallon, with fuel injection and dual fuel sources, 

chemical barriers I

hardtoensurethatcveryAmericanhasaclcanandhealthyenvironment. We vendhundreds 

of neighborhoods of toxic waste dumps; taken the most dramatic steps in a generation to 
clean the air we breathe, to control emissions that endanger the health of our children and 

the stability of our cl imate. We have made record investments in science and technology to 

protect future generations from the threat of global warming. We’ve worked to protect and

• i natural resources, from the Florida Everglades to California s 

redwoods and Mojave Desert to Escalante to Yellowstone.
And we have, I hope, finally put to rest the false choice between the economy and the 

■ironment, for we have the strongest economy in our history, with a cleaner environment - 
J. more tad set aside, safer toed. Ihope tally wehave broken the 

hold of an old and now wrong idea the tat,on can only grow rich and stay richtftt contacs 
to despoil its environment and bum up the atmosphere. With new consetvatton teclmolog.es 

and .dlemative energy sources, that is simply no longer true. It has not been true for quite 

coming to be recognized. And I can tell you that m the 
Zta be able to de^ the fact *at we will actuaHy have more stable,

more widespread, more long-term economic growth if we improve the
The Detroit Auto Show this year is going to showcase cars that get 70 and 80 m les a 

 _' ' 1 sources. Before you know it, we will crack the

W mly =flfctao« production of bio-mass fuels, which wiU enable Vta 

produce eight or nine gallons of bio-mass fuels with only one gallon of oil. That w.11 be die 

160 miles to a gallon of gasoline. And this is just the

low-income working family housing project in the Inland Empire out in 
ion with the National Home Builders, with glass in the windows that 

ta'ta ta or five times as much Bght and keeps out four or five times as much teat and 

cold. And we promised the people on modest incomes that if they moved mto these homes 

their energy bills would be. on average. 40 percent lower than they would have been m a 

home of comparable size. I can tell you that after two years, they’re averagmg 65 percent

Tol’^kdl Of you not only to celebrate this happy day, but to see it In the larger context 

- -3 responsibility and our opportunity to preserve this planet.
Now.’ to the matter at hand. We began this unforgettable morning on the edge of th.s 

.gnificent part The deep canyons, tugged mountains and isolated buttes of the North 

 .. *— ------fer the course of billions of years, illustrated

in colorful vistas and spectacular detail. It is a lonely landscape a vast 
open space which, as Secretary Babbitt said, includes a enneal watershed tor the Colorado

And we have 

envi________
cleaner air, cleaner water,

on the edge of this 

and isolated buttes of the North

11/16/00 THU 06:16 FAX OiiiZaZ^61562

restore our most glorious natural resources, from the Florida Everglades to California’s
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Paiashant Ttoional Monumenl. This effectively doubles the size of protected land

of the most significant late, prehistoric sites in the

distinctive art etched into boulders and cliff

ever closer to this space, we act to protect history and

monuments, we will continue to

In the shadow of Phoenix there lies a rough landscape of mesas and 

deep canyons rich m archaeology inhabited by several thousand people centuries ago.

Fourth, and finally, we will expand California’s Pinnacles National Monument, created by 

President Roosevelt in 1908. Pinnacles is about two hours from Silicon Valley, but it s a world

Pinnacles is a sanctuary from sprawl. And for one and all, we act to keep it that way.

opportunity and, therefore, an unprecedented responsibil

and a responsibility rooted m I----- ---------
country enjoyed at one time so much economic prosperii

of internal crisis or external threat to our existence. C fnnfi that
down by our ancestors, generation after generation after generation, m the fond hope that 

one day our country would be in the shape we are now in?

America’s families, we designate this land the Ague Fria National Monument, 
protecting thousands of small islands, rock outcroppings and exposed 

These are natural wonders and they’re also the 

and — of —. of sea bWs. foseed 

from the shore teause of development. Today, we act to protect all the coastal islands,

River and the Grand Canyon Today we protect more than a million acres of this '“\That 
is an area larger chan Yosemite Park. For America’s families we designate tt as the Grand

CanyonT------------
around the Grand Canyon.

Second, we act to promote some

American southwest.---------

11, aO/OO THU 06:17 FAX UiiUaio2J615c<

>> 
ieefs and rocks off California now owned by the federal government, designating them the 

Cal ifomia Coastal National Monument. Help Congressman Fan there clap.

is about freeing them up, from

Americans for all time.
I have said many times that the new century

Zte'teponsibiliry rooted in the fact that never beforejin my lifetime, anyway, has 
counny enjoyed at one time so much economic prosperit^ocial process wtth th..absence 

of internal crisis or external threat to our existence. Can you imagine die sacrifices tad

All these areas are now owned by the federal government Secretary Babbitt’s 

recommendation that the, be protected came as a result of careful analysts and close

faces; and stone masonry puel
As the suburbs of Phoenix creep

heritage. For >-----

Third, we arc p. ------------ , , .
reefs along California’s splendid coastline. These are natural wonders and they re also the

consultation with local citizens, state and local officials, members of Congress. 
Clearly, these lands represent many things to many people. In managing the new 

monuments, we will continue to work closely wiA the local communities to ensure tha 

their views are heard and their interests are respected. This is not about locking lands up, 
the pressures of development and the threat of sprawl, for all

America with an unprecedented 

y for the future — an opportunity 

our
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f

To ask ourselves what the

America; wi

have

will build a 21st century economy that is in harmony with the

I, in countries that long

GTC.ga-m S'

throughout the world, we 

environment; that we ’—

i in Arizona or the

The families of America — most of them

affordable health care and child care.

The poor of A merica — i - —-----

i

lines that have divided us too deeply for too long. 

But a big part <

r, when we’re in this sort of position, we have aheavier responsibility even than our 

‘ To ask ourselves what the
next cSmJy holds, what are the big challenges, what are the big opportunities, to dream of 

the future we want for our children, and then to move aggressively to build that future. 

So I say again, there are these big challenges in the long look, ahead: the aging o 
America; we’ll double the number of people over 65 in the next 30 years -1 hope to be 

one of them. The children of America, the largest and most diverse group ever - they all 

io have a world-class education, whether they live in remote areas m Arizona or the 

poorest inner-city neighborhoods across America. The families of America - most of them 

are working; they need more help to balance work and parenting, and they all need access to 

affordable health care and child care.
The poor of America - it is well to remember that there are people and places that have 

been left behind by this recovery. We have a strategy of economic empowerment that 

should be brought to every person willing to wortt. If we don’t do it now, when will we ever 

get around to doing it, '
The world we live in is ever more interdependent, not just on the environmental front,

but in many other ways. ------------------------
position now, with our economy, our military strength, our political influence 

forever, and it’s almost impossible for us to avoid having people resent us. 
done our best to be responsible partners for peace and prosperity, and for bndgmg the racial, 

religious and ethnic gaps that tear apart so much of the world. It is time for us to work with 

others, against the dangers of weapons of mass destruction and terrorism, and the other 

threats, to build a better world together - and to build one Amenca here at home across the 

lines that have divided us too deeply for too long.
But a big part of all of this, of the long look ahead, is making an absolute, firm 

commitment that going forward here at home in America, and with friends and partners 

throughout the world, we will build a 21st century economy that is in harmony with the 

environment; that we will continue to improve and protect it, even as we grow. And we 

have to keep working until we convince people all over the world, in countr.es that long 

for the level of prosperity we take for granted, that they do not have to grow neb the way 

countries did in the 19th and the 20th century; that the fastest way to grow the economy 

today is the most environmentally responsible way. We owe that to the future.
Taking the long look ahead, as is manifest in the protections we give today to the land 

around the Grand Canyon and in these other monuments, is fundamentally an act of

religious, and ethnic gaps that tear apart so much of the world. It is time for us to work with

11/16/00 THU 06:17 FAX 01162323«1S6z

Sel Thrwortddwe live in is ever more interdependent, not just on the environmental front, 

but in many other ways. We have to build a more cooperative world. America is in a unique 

•..xi------- >. It wont last

I. But we have

Countries did in" the 19th and the 20th century; that the fastest way to ^ow the economy

Taking the long look ahead, as to manifest in the protections we give today to the land 

humanity — and I might adcfalsq^an act of humility.

'^forebe^rsjdid a century ago to take that long look ahead.
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said, see, there’s

said,1
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years now. And I grew up in a national park; I believe in what I’m doing today.

So I say to all of you, I hope you will go forth from this place today with a renewed 

dedication to the long look ahead; with a renewed sense of pride and gratitude; with a sense 

that we have reaffirmed our humanity as well as our devotion to our natural home; and a 

sense of humility that we are grateful, we are fortunate, and we are obhgated to take the 

long look ahead.
Thank you and God bless you.

m close with this. I had two rather interesting experiences today only peripherally 

related to what we’re doing. One is, the press asked me whether I saw this as a legacy item, 

as if that were the reason for doing it. 1 said, well. I’ve been working on this stuff for seven 

years now. And I grew up in a national park; I believe in what I’m doing today.

But I’ll say again, this is an act of humility for all of us. As we were flying today over 

to the North Rim, when we got further west along the Canyon, Bruce looked at me and he 

said, see, there’s some dormant volcanoes, and you can see the residue of the ash. And I 

said’ when did that volcano erupt? He said, oh, not very long ago, 10,000 or 20,000 years. 

And if you look out 10,000 or 20,000 years from now, if the good Lord lets us all survive as

a human race, no one will remember who set aside this land on this day. But the children 

will still enjoy it
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TAha
Mrs.

others who have come here to be with us. And I thank you, Hosea Williams and Mrs. Boynton

But the marchers, thank God, would not take a detour on the road to freedom.

Malcolm X and President Kennedy; the bombing deaths of four little black girls at
Evers,

Edmund Pettus Bridge 

Selma, Alabama 
March 5. 2000

I bring you greetings from three of my partners — the First Lady, Hillary, and the Vice 

for joining us. 1 thank Governor Siegehnan for making us feel welcome. And 1 thank

Tcome today^s your President, and also as a child of the South. The only thing that
Mayor Smitherman for the long road he, too, has traveled in these last 35 years.

John Lewis said I disagree with is that I could have chosen not to come. That is not true. I 

had to be here in Selma today.

our country, 
resistance. 1

1 thank young Antar Breaux. Didn’t he give a fine speech? When he was speaking, John 

leaned over to me and he said, you know, I used to give a speech like that when I was young.

Thirty-five years ago, a single day in Selma became a seminal moment in the history of 

On this bridge, America's long march to freedom met a roadblock of violent

' By"1965, their will had already been steeled by triumph and tragedy, by the breaking of 

the color line at Old Miss; the historic March on Washington; the assassinations of Medgar

administration who are here, especially Harris Wofford, the head of our AmeriCorps program 

who was here with you 35 years ago today.

jan]< you. This is a day the Lord has made for this very purpose. Congressman Lewis, 

:.L_. King, Reverend Jackson, Reverend Harris, Congressman Houghton and Congressman 

Hilliard, and all the members of Congress who are here. I thank all the members of my
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I thank Senator Sanders and Rose Sanders for the work they are doing with this magnificent 

Voting Rights Museum. I thank Joe Lowrey and Andy Young and Julian Bond, and all the 

others who have come here to be with us. And I thank you, Hosea Williams and Mrs. Boynton 

and Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Brown and Mr. Doyle and Reverend Hunter—all the heroes of the 

movement from that day, those here on this platform and those in the audience.
I bring you greetings from three of my partners — the First Lady, Hillary, and the Vice 

President and Mrs. Gore, who wish they could be here today. I thank Ambassador Sisulu
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some

the testers could not pass. And they were kept

■Selma and Maiioo

in. Just one week after Bloody Sunday, President Johnson spoke

Their cause must be our cause ”Selma, Alabama. their faith in God and the support of a

oV-

whose names we
They did not die in vain.

of whom, thankfully, remain 

— putting

I
1

Z only 300 black elected officials nationwide, and just 3 African Anterica™ 

t Today those numbers have swelled to nearly 9,000 black elected officra s.

SZ CoZ.'there wore no biack elected officials because only cue percent 

'Oting-age blacks, about 250 people, were registered. They were kept from the polls n« 

indifference or alienation, bur by systematic exclusion — by the poll lax. by

Americans, both black and white, lost their lives in the voting rights crusade Some died In 

Selma ana wrwivu. One of rhe reasons I came here today is to say to the famlire,1 and m 
those who remember Jimmy Lee Jackson. Reverend James Reeb. Viola Lruzeo. and others 

may never know: we honor them for the patriots they were. 
... . t __x u Siindav- President Johnson spoke

Inev mo noi uac in yoxm, j—------------ - . . - ,ro the nation in stirring words. He said, “At times, history and fatefmeetma smgle .memd 

a single place to shape a turning point in man's une..dmg search for freedom. So tt was at 

Lexington and Concord. So it was a century ago at Appomattox. So it was 1

Selma, Alabama... Their cause must be our cause.”
Two weeks after Bloody Sunday, embolde^dt^theirftuth

white southerner in the Oval *** —----- —-—- ——■—

Cnr King led 4,000 neonlr. anw the Petrus Bridre on l'..» -- -5^,
Andfe^te l-uer, Pnesitart Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act, proclamrmgiEm 

vote is the most powerful inshument ever devised for breaking down injoffico and destroymg 

the terrible walls which imprison men because they are different tar> 
ft has been said that the Voting Rights Act was signed m wk in Washington, but

WaSTTwMs\vhowaPsod^^dth across this bridge led 11s all to abetter tomorrow. In 1964.

their lives on _
that already had been long guaranteed and long denied.

in the Congress.
and 39 members of the Congressional Black Caucus. jCPhnn1 board

Today African Americans hold the majority in the Selma Cty Council and school board, 
bee.auseLnumberofAfricanAmericanrcgistemdvcmrsinDallasCounnybasn.mfrom

250 to more than 20,000.

whjtesomhemer m die Oval ~ ~ Montgome ̂
<pr. Kinfi led 4,0ffljror1r

of VI

by their own
intimidation, by literacy testing that even

^t muTtUWfm ta yZ People in this audience to believe, but just 35 yams ago.
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The G/ 3 -

the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham; the MississippiFreedom Summer, the passage 

of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
On this Bloody Sunday, about 600 fool soldiers.
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we can

our

to cross.

As long as 

bridge to cross.

As long as our children 

another bridge to cross.

~ The advance of freedom and opportunity has taken our entire nation a mighty long way. 

We begin the new millennium with great prosperity, and the lowcstlcvels of African American 
and Hispanic unemployment ever recorded; with greater diversity in all walks of life, and a

free white and black southerners crossed the bridge to the New South — 

leaving hafred and isolation on the ftf side - budding vibrant cities, thriving

and great universities. ----------------------— - .,..^11
rituals we all love, now open to ad things modem, and people of all races and faiths from ad 

over the world. A New South hi which whites have gained at least as much as blacks from 
' .... Without Selma, Atlanta would never have had the Super Bowl or the 

7^ without Selma, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton would never have been

And just as Dr. King predicted, the rise of black southerners to full citizenship also 

lifted their white neighbors. ‘It is history’s wry paradox,” he said, “that when Negroes win

Yes, we have come a mighty long way. But our journey is not over, for despite 
unprecedented prosperity and real social progress, there are still wide and disturbing 

* 1 • 1 ««• apni^VPITlCnt
disparities that fad along the color line—1-------
and perceptions of justice. My fedow Americans, there are still bridges yet to 

As long as there are people and places, including neighborhoods here m 

have not participated in our economic prosperity, we have a bridge to cross. 
African American income hovers at nearly half that of white, wc have another

As longas African American and Hispanic children are more likely than white children 

to live in poverty, and less likely to attend or graduate from codege, we have another badge

As long as African Americans and other minorities suffer two, three, even four times 

the rates of heart disease, AIDS, diabetes and cancer, we have another bridge to cross 
continue to die as the victims of mindless violence, we have

disparities that M along the color line- in health and beonte. in educational achievement 
* _ ~ . z.«____ __ fr) cross.

in Selma, that

cheristed role in helping those beyond our borders to overcome their own mcial and ethnic 

and tribal and religious conflicts.
We have built the bridge to the 21st century

today to say, we cut-------------
Edmund Pettus Bridge.

all walk across- We come here 

uld not have done it if brave Americans had not first walked across the

theft Struggle to be free, those who have held them down will themselves be free for the first

time.”
After Selma,
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the march to freedom. Without Selma, Atlanta would never have had the Super Bowl or the

Olympics.----- --------
elected President of the United Slates.

economics 
and great universities. ANew South still enriched by the old-time religion and rhythms and
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to cross.

we have another bridge to cross.

They stand on the strong foundations of our

too.

child to celebrate our differences and hallow our common humanity.

wind.

^Jlz-xcx — M -

Selma marched and died for, we’ve got a very large bridge to cross.

But the bridges are there to be cros;

Constitution. They were built by ouri_______
are waiting to take us to higher ground.

American’s pain, we have another bridge to cross. 

As long as I

rolls on the wheels of inevitability. It comes through tire tireless efforts of men willing to be 

co-workers with God.”

Thank you for walking with the wind, band in hand with your brothers and sisters, to hold 

America’s trembling house down. Thank you for your vision of the beloved community, an

America at peace with itself.
I teU you all, as long as Americans are willing to hold hands, we can walk with any

My fellow Americans, this day has a special meaning for me, for I, too, am a son of the 

South — the old, segregated South- And those of you who marched 35 years ago set me 

free, too, on Bloody Sunday. Free to know you; to work with you; to love you; to raise my

I thahkyou all for what you did here. Thank you, Andy and Jesse and Joe, for the lives 

you have lived since. Thank you, Coretta, for giving up your beloved husband and the 

blessings of a normal life. Thank you, Ethel Kennedy, for giving up your beloved husband

As long as African Americans and Latinos anywhere in America believe they are unfairly 

targeted by police because of the color of their skin, and police believe they are unfairly 

judged by their communities because of the color of their uniforms, we have another bridge 

to cross.
As long as the waving symbol of one American’s pride is the shameful symbol of another 

American’s pain, we have another bridge to cross.
As long as the power of America’s growing diversity remains diminished by 

discrimination and stained by acts of violence against people just because they’re black or 

Hispanic or Asian or gay or Jewish or Muslim — as long as that happens to any American, 

we have another bridge to cross.
And as long as less than half our eligible voters exercise the right that so many here in

Tossed. They stand on the strong iounciations 
ebears^Juough silent tears and weary years.

Oh' yes thebridges are builZ We can see them clearly. But to get to tire other side, we, 

will have to march I ask you to remember Dr. King’s words: “Human progress never

They

and the blessings of a normal life.
And thank you, JohnLewis, for the beatings you took and the heart you kept wide open.
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America at peace with itself.

we can cross any bridge. Deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome. 

Thank you, and God bless you.
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Aachen Cathedral 
Aachen, Germany 
June 2, 2000

Today, as I have seen, Aachen is both a sanctuary for sacred relics, dating back co the 

dawn of Christianity, an* a crucible of Europe’s new information economy. Here, 

Charlemagne's name summons something glimpsed for the first time during his life — a 

sense Chat (bo disparate people of Earth's smallest eonlinenl could actually live together as 

participants in a single civilization.
In Its quest for unity, even at the point of a sword, and in iu devotion to the new idea 

(hat there was actually something called Europe, the Carolingian idea surpassed what had 

come hcTon:, and U> an exleul, it guides us still.

adies and gentlemen, Chancellor Schroeder, Lord Mayor Linden, President Rau, 

President Havel, His Majesty Juan Carlos, President Halonen, previous laureates, members 

of the Charlemagne foundation, leaders of the clergy and cathedral, and members of the 

fInman and American governments. Let me begin by thanking the Lord Mayor for his 

welcome and his wise words, and my good friend. Chancellor Schroeder, for his kind 

comments and his visionary statement.
The rare distinction you have bestowed upon me I am well aware is in large measure a 

tribute to the role the American people have played in promoting peace, freedom and security 
in Europe for the last 50 years. I feel the honor is greater still because of the remarkable 

contributions made by previous recipients of this prize toward our common dream of 

European union.
Of course, as has already been said, that dream has its roots here In Aachen, an ancient 

shrine that remains at the center of what it means to be European — the seat of an empire, 

a place of healing waters, peace treaties, furious fighting. With iu liberation at the end of 

World War XI, Aachen became perhaps the first German city to join the postwar democratic 

<
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Twelve’ 
a light that: 
illuminauni
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greiuaiivemly and set the slage for llatMEeTunlfidion of Europe

’■“ The creators of this priae and its first otinnors clearly understood that. Wo often say tot 
their. *as the generation that rebufit Europe after World War H. But ttetnally. they did fcr 

more. They built the foundation of something entirely new - a Europe united in common 

commitment io democracy, fax markets and the rule of law.
Thai achievement endured for Haifa centmy. but only for hdr a conunent. Then, 11 yc«s 

ago, the Berlin Wall fell, the Iron Curtain pyted.-d°

lo lanuaty of 1994,1 e«n. to Europe to the fir« time M P~.ld«.i, both » celebrate

cencuri w ago, out of the long, dark night of endless tribal wars, there emerged 

Lmehow has survived all the ravages of time, always buming brighter, always v 

jkEurope's way to the future. Today, that shining light of European is a
TOtter oRhe utmost importance, not just to Europeans, but to cvcyone on dvs planet 

For Europe has shown the world humanity at its best and at in worst. Europe s most 

violent history was caused by men claiming the mantle of Charlemagne, men who sought to

or 1848 11 was a particular triumph for the Gentian people, whose own unification defied

Bosnia and Croatia. -----
either fail or. succeeding, would fatally divide Europe and the Umcedhtatea. 
ofCentral andEasternEuropefeared becoming agray toneofpoveny anduwccuniy. Many 

wondered If Ru«ia was headed for a communist backlash or a national .si coup.
In January of 1994,1 came to Europe for the first time as President, both to celebrate 

Europe's now birth of freedom and to build upon it. Then, 1 spoke of a new conception o 
EurZan security, based not on divided defense blocs, but instead on pobheak military and 
full Jal integration. ItM* security idea required, „ ha, already bxnsauki^ tranche 

alliance to do fer Europe’s East what we did for Europe’s West after World War .
Together, we set abo« doing that. We lowered «de barriers, supported young 

democracies adapted NATO to new challenges and expanded our allimwe across Europe « 

„« div,de. We ctor, »d 1 tef«U totey, Ute. NATO’s door r»»ta open » — 
members. The EU tool In three new members, opened nejon.uons with s doecn other., 

and created a single nwrka with one currency.

Bosnia tetd Ctotelte There were«b« -

impose European union for their own ends without the consent of the people- History 
teaches therefore, that European union, not to mention transatlantic uuicy. must come from 

the considered judgment of free people and must be for worthy purposes that, 

when threatened, must be defended. . 

ration that rebuilt Europe after World War 11. But aetuaUy, they did fer
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ink you very much, Kit. Ladies and gentlemen, Fm delighted to be here with ail of 

you, along with Secretary Riley and Bruce Reed, my Domestic Policy Advisor.

It has been over 20 years now since Dick Riley and I, as young governors, first began to

L „ " ' ' ‘ J *“ a nn
Risk, sounded the alarm, about the state of education nationwide; over 10 years since the 

Education Summit in Charlottesville, which pul us on a path to national action; and as Kit 

said, it was 10 years ago this month that I got up at 4:30 a.nx in the morning to fly to 
Chicago to speak to this group. I hope you’ll forgive me if I don’t remember exactly what 

I said in the fog of that early morning.
Doubtless, some of the veteran reporters here have been around long enough to have 

seen this whole fascinating drama unfold. Today I’d like to talk about the progress our 

public schools have made, and the hard work still ahead. First I want to note something 

astonishing that I think everyone in this room should be proud of — 17 years after the 

Nation At Risk report, over 10 years after Charlottesville, there is still a passionate sense of 

national urgency about school reform, about lifting standards, improving accountability, 

increasing learning.
I can think of no other issue that has sustained such an intense level of commitment 

from the public, elected officials, business leaders, and the press. If anything, the 

determination of the American people to improve our schools is greater than ever. That’s a 
tribute to the love of our people for their children, to the understanding of the importance of 

education in the global information economy, to die realization that we have the largest and 

most diverse student body in our history, and to the enduring American belief that all our 

children can and must learn.
It is also a tribute to the commitment and the enterprise of education writers in cities 

and towns all across this country who have kept the story of education reform in the news 

year aflcr year.

;L
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impact of the earned income Uu credit. It is true that people in the highest 20 percent are 
navina hicrhcr rates, hui because of the wav the economy has grown their aftertax income in

proving that people, without regard to their race, their income or their cultural or linguistic

A study came out last week showing that the percentage of income the average American 

family is paying on income taxes is the lowest it’s been since 1966. And it is true that the 

income tax for lower-income working Americans is now largely negative, because of the

CM cM
P"'1 ■

backgrounds can learn what they need to know and keep learning for a lifetime. That will 

do so much more for the American economy, for the strength, coherence and fabric of our 

national community than a tax cut which cannot be justified and which will cither throw us 

back to the bad old days of deficits or require big cuts in domestic programs, including 

education, or both.
So one of the things that 1 hope education writers will talk about is old-fashioned 

arithmetic.
Now, finally, let me just say, I think when all is said and done, there are only about three 

things worth focusing on. Do you believe that all children can learn or not? Do you believe 

that it’s more important than ever before, for the quality of an individual’s life, for the shape

paying higher rates, bulbccause of the way the economy has grown their aftertax i-----------

real, constant dollars, even with higher rates, is 24 percent higher than it was 12 years ago.
So 1 support—as I think all of you know — I support a tax cut But mine is considerably 

more modest. 1 want the $ 10,000 deduction for college tuition. I want a refundable child care 

tax credit. I want an increase in the earned income tax credit. I want families to have a 

$3,000 lax credit for long-term care, to care for an elderly or disabled family member—it’s 

becoming a huge problem, and as the aging of America progresses, it will be a bigger and 

bigger problem.
I want to give people with money, upper income people, financial incentives to increase 

philanthropy and to invest in the poor areas of America — the new markets of America that 

have been left behind; and to invest in new technologies that will help us clean the 

environment and combat global warming.
But I have applied arithmetic to my proposal. And I think it is very important that we 

think about this, because it would be tragic if after we finally begin to really make 

some nationally, measurable progress io education here — not just in the inputs, but in the 

outputs; and we know so much more about bow to do it than we did when A Nation At Risk 

was issued; so much more than we did in 1989, when the national education goals were 

written in that wonderful all-night session in Charlottesville I’ll never forget; we know so 

much more today.
And we’re able to invest in what works. But the American people, their wealth and 

their welfare will be far more greatly enhanced by making uniform excellence in education,
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tank you very much. Chairman Clyburn; dinner Chair Eddie Bernice Johnson, my 

friend of 28 years — and didn’t she give a great introduction to the Vice President. You 

better go on the road, girl. Our foundation chair, Eva Clayton, and all the members and 

former members of the CBC, especially to my friend. Bill Clay. We wish you well and 

godspeed on your retirement, and I thank you for eight years of our good partnership. 

To Mrs. Coretta Scott King and all the distinguished citizens in the audience, but 

especially to the two whom I had the great honor to award the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 

Marian Wright Edelman and Reverend Jesse Jackson, thank you for being here with us 

tonight.
I thank Lou Stokes and Phylicia Rashad and want to join in congratulating the aw ard 

winners, my friend, Arthur Eve, whose son did such a good job working for the Clinton- 
Gore ari-ministratinn. Kenneth Hill, Rodney Carroll, who has been great on our Welfare^o^ 

Work program. Tom Joyner, who lets me jaw on his radio program from time to time. Even 

I never got an eight-page spread in Ebony; I don’t know about that

To Tavis Smiley, the family of our friend, LeBaron Taylor, Bill Kennard, and Ambassador 

Sisulu, ihank you for what you said about our friend, Nelson Mandela. I thank Attorney 
Genera] Reno and Secretary Slater and Secretary Herman and Deputy Attorney General 

Holder and our SB A Director, Aida Alvarez, and all the people from our White House team 

who are here, and from the entire administration.
1 thought the Vice President gave a great speech, and I’m looking forward to getting rid 

of that (rouble adjectiv^ at the beginning of his title in just a couple of months.

Now, ihum was nothing subliminal about that. We Democrats don’t have subliminal 

advertising. I also want to thank Senator Lieberman, who has been a friend since Hillary 

and I met him 30 years ago when he was running for the state senate in New Haven. And I 

can tell you that if he is the vice president of this country, you will be very, very proud of 

him. He has done a great job, and he has been a great friend of mine.

11/16/00 THU 06:00 FAX 0116232381581
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I want to bring you a warm welcome from Hillary. She wishes she could be here 

tonight, but she’s otherwise occupied. They sent the one in our family who is not running 

for office this year to speak to you tonight.

F ve been honored to be at every one of these dinners since I became President. Tonight, 

I came mostly to listen and to clap, and to say thanks. Thank you for your friendship, your 

leadership and your support. Thank you for giving me the chance, John Lewis, to walk with 

you in Selma this year. Thank you, for those of you who went back to Africa with me when 

we went to Nigeria and Tanzania. Thank you for working with me to reach out to the people 

of Africa and the Caribbean, to try to build their countries through trade.

Thank you, for those of you who helped me to relieve the debt of the poor countries and 

to increase our fight against AIDS and TB and malaria around the world.

The Vice President said that there are so many people who could say that the CBC 

covered their back. Covered their back? When they took a torch to me and lit the fire, you 

brought the buckets and poured the water on it! Thank you. Thank you.

But mostly, I want to thank you for taking our nation to higher ground, for standing 

with Al Gore and me in our simple, but profound mission to make sure that everyone counts 

and everyone has a chance, to make sure that we act as if we all do better when we help each 

other.
I can’t thank you enough for your role in all the good things that have happened in the 

last eight years. It’s all been recited. I guess what I would like for you to know is that there 

are a lot of days when I just felt like the troubadour, but other people had to play in the 

orchestra and even write the songs. And nothing — nothing good that I have achieved 

would have been possible without the Congressional Black Caucus, our other friends in 

Congress, and especially Vice President Al Gore.
I just want to say two serious things about the future tonight. The first is, that when Al 

Gore says you ain’t seen nothin’ yet, I agree with him. We’ve spent a lot of time in the last 

eight years trying to turn this country around and get it together and get it moving in the 

right direction. And now, for the first time in our lifetime, we have both prosperity and the 

absence of serious internal crisis and external threat
We actually can build the future of our dreams for our kids. We could get rid of child 

poverty. We could give every child in America the chance at a world-class education for 

the first time. We could open the doors of college to all. We could take Social Security and 

Medicare out there beyond the life of the baby boomers and add that prescription drug 

benefit We could do a lot of things with these unbelievable discoveries in science and 

technology. But first we have to make a decision.

11/16/00 THU 06:01 FA1 0116232381562
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So the second point I want to make is, sometimes it’s harder to make a good decision in 

good times than bad times. I know the people took a chance on me in 1992 but, give me 

a break, the country was in a ditch; it wasn’t that much of a chance.

I don’t know how many voters went into the polling place and thought, you know, I 

don’t know if I want to vote for that guy. He’s a governor—President Bush said he was the 

governor of a small southern state and I don’t even know where that place is on the map and 

he looks too young and eveiybody says he’s terrible. But we had to change.

Now things are going well and people are comfortable and confident and we have options. 

So it’s up to you to make sure that people ask the right question and answer it in this election 

season. We cannot afford to pass up the chance of a lifetime, maybe the chance of a half a 

century, to build the future of our dreams for our children.
There is a lot at stake. You’ve heard it all tonight, about how we’re fighting for strong 

schools and modem classrooms and a higher minimum wage and all the other things. I would 

like to mention one other thing that hasn’t been talked about We ought to be fighting for an 

end to delay and discrimination against highly qualified minority candidates for the federal 

courts.
This Administration has named 62 African American judges, three times the number of 

the previous two administrations combined, with the highest ratings from the ABA in 40 

years. Yet, we know, in spite of that, that women and minority candidates are still much 

more likely to be delayed or denied.
So even though this is a non-profit organization, I can ask you to remember J edge Ronnie 

White, the first African American on the Missouri Supreme Court, denied on the party 

line vote. The Fourth Circu^vith the largest African American population in the country 

never had an African American judge. Last year, I told you I nominated James Wynn, a 

distinguished judge from North Carolina, After 400 days, with his senior senator still standing 

in the courthouse door, the Senate hasn’t found one day to give Judge Wynn even a hearing.

This year, I nominated Roger Gregory of Virginia, the first man in his family to finish 

high school, a teacher at Virginia State University, where his motheronce worked as a maid, 
a highly respected litigator with the support o^hisXepublican ancKthisJJemocratic senator / 

from Virginia But, so far, we’re still waiting for him to get a hearing. And then there’s 

Kathleen McCree Lewis in Michigan and others all across this country.

So once again, I ask the Senate to do the right thing and quit closing the door on people 

who are qualified to serve.
Now, they say I can’t ask you to vote for anybody but I will say this. If you want no 

more, delay and denial of justice, it would help if you had Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and 

senators like the First Lady.



BRUNEI STAFF OFFICETHU 06:02 FAX 0116232381562 ta on11/16/00
I

.U2>V.

If you want a tax code that helps working families with child care, long-term care and 

access to college education, it would help if you had Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Charlie 

Rangel as the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee. -tApplduser)------ R,

If you want strong civil rights and equal rights laws and you want them enforced, it 

would really help if you had Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and you made John Conyers the 

Chairman of the Judiciary Committee.

If you want the intelligence policy of this country to reflect genuine intelligence — it 

would help if you had Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Julian Dixon as the Chairman of the 

Intelligence Committee.

But I will say again, sometimes it is harder to make good decisions in good times than 

bad times. Sometimes it’s easier to think of some little thing you’ve got to quibble about. 

Remember the African proverb: "Smooth seas do not make skillful sailors.” My friends, 

we’ve got to be skillful sailors.

I thank you from the bottom of my heart. Toni Morrison once said I was the first black 

President this country ever had. And I would rather have that than a Nobel Prize. I’ll tell 

you why. Because somewhere, in the deep and lost threads of my own memory are the roots 

of understanding of what you have known. Somewhere, there was a deep longing to share 

the fate of the people who had been left out and left behind, sometimes brutalized and too 

often ignored or forgotten.
I don’t exactly know who all I have to thank for that But I’m quite sure I don’t deserve 

any credit for it. Because whatever I did, I felt I had no other choice.

I want you to remember that I had a partner that felt the same way, that I believe he will 

be one of the great Presidents tliis country ever had and that, for the rest of my days, no 

matter what, no matter what, I will always be there for you.

Thank you and God bless you.
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Jefferson, who came from New Orleans, Louisiana. Silvesirc Reyes from El Paso, Texas.

renowned basketball star, Rebecca Lobo, who came with roc today. And I thank Reverend

— a
man 1 admire very much, not only for Ns success, but for the way he has handled 

adversity, Notah Begay. And 1 think we ought to give him a big hand.

Shiprock, Mexico

April 17, 2000

et me say yaateeh — William Jefferson Clinton yinishyc — Irish nishli. I am 

profoundly honored to be here, within the Four Sacred Mountains — especially on Navajo 

Nation Sovereignty Day. I want to thank young Myra Jodie. Didn’t she do a wonderful job 

up here? Thank you. President Kelsey Begaye, for your strong leadership. Thank you. 

Congressman Tom Udall. The Vice President, Taylor McKenzie, Chief Justice Robert Yazzie, 

Speaker Edward Begay, members of the Navajo Tribal Council, Shiprock Council Mayor 

William Lee. And we have with us today the President of the National Congress of American 

Indians, Sue Masten — thank you for being here.
To all die honored governors of pueblos and tribal leaders. And I thank the people who 

have come with me today — the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Andrew 

Cuomo; the Interior Deputy Secretary David Hayes; the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 

Carl Whillock; and the person most responsible for working with you. Assistant Secretary 

of the Interior Kevin Gover. I thank him for all he has done.
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Bill Kennard, and Commissioner Gloria 

Tristani. And I’d like to thank the people from the White House who arc here, especially

11/17/00 FRI 00:23 FAI 3363S

Gene Sperling, who put together this digital divide tour; and Lynn Cutler, who is my 1 laison 

to Indian country all over the United States. I thank them.
I want to thank four members of Congress who made a long trip here today to express 

support for our goal. Senator Robert Bennett, who caroe from Utah. Representative Bill 

Jefferson, who came from New Orleans, Louisiana. Silvesirc Reyes from El Paso, Texas. 

And Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, who came from Cleveland, Ohio.
I want to thank my friend of more than 20 years now, your former governor, Bruce

Mw “ l ■

King, and his wife, Alice, thank them for being here. Thank you. I want to thank the

Jesse Jackson for coming. 1 thank all the high-tech leaders who are here.
And there was one young man who meant to come with me today, who could not come
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to communicate with one another, over great distances in ±e Pacific, it is still hard to

care.

it weren’t for the bravery, the sacrifice and the unbreaka bility of the code of

.j-Talkcrs. —
It is fitting that we begin this day by recalling their achievements. After all, there are % <

think about it, the system the Code-Talkers used has real similarities to the beginning of the 

worldwide network we call the Internet. Both systems were developed for sending 

information quickly, securely, and rehably during times of war. Both had the power to 

change the course of history.
But there is a cruel irony here. For more than 50 years after the Code-Talkers were able

based on your language, and became the communications link to and from the front lines of 

t endming i
im^* 

<_Well, there are many American military commanders from that conflict who will tell y 

you that the United States might never have taken Iwo lima, or won countless other battles 'J 

the Navajo Coue-

I also want to recognize two young women who are here, because they were in the First 

Lady’s gallery al my State of the Union address, members of the Navajo Nation and former 

volunteers for AnieriCorps, Kristina and Justina Jones. Thank you for being here. I am 

very proud of them and all the other young Dine people who have served not only the 

Navajo Nation, but our nation as a whole as AmeriCorps volunteers.

Let me also express my deep gratitude to the Navajo Code-Talkers. Thank you, 

gentlemen. And I want to thank Senator Jeff Bingaman for working to ensure that you 

receive the national honors you so richly deserve.
All Americans should know of the exploits of the young Navajo men, some as young as 

15, who enlisted in the Marine Corps in World War II, helped to develop an ingenious code 

based on your language, and became the communications link to and from the front lines of 
the allies in the Pacific War.^pne of our most endming images of freedom is that of the 

Marines hoisting the American flag over Iwo Jimgy ^7

in the Paci:

the Navajo

L
few people in America who belter embody the power of communication. In fact, if you

potential. They can make great distances virtually disappear. They can be a vehicle for job 

growth, for education, for health 

greatest equalizers our society has ever known.

communicate between many parts of the Navajo Nation itself. Tn much of America, it takes 

just a modest amount of money and time to get someone on the Internet But here, an 

astonishing 37 percent of the households are without electricity; about 70 percent without 

phone service; more than half without work.
I am here because I believe the new technologies like the Internet and wireless 

communications can have an enonnous positive impact in the Navajo Nation. They can 

help you to leap-frog over some of the biggest hurdles to develop your economic and human

for employment opportunities. They can be the
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hank you. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen- Isn’t it great co be here in California 

together? Forty years ago, the great city of Los Angeles launched John Kennedy and the 

New Frontier. Now, Los Angeles is launching the first President of the new century: Al Gore.
I come here tonight, above all, to say a heartfelt thank you. Thank you. Thank you for 

giving me the chance to serve. Thank you for being so good to Hillary and Chelsea. I am so 

proud of them. And didn't she give a good talk? I thought it was great Thank you for 
supporting the New Democratic agenda that has taken our country to new heights of 

prosperity, peace and progress.
As always, of course, the lion’s share of credit goes to the American people — who do 

the work, raise the kids and dream the dreams. /
Now. at this moment of unprecedented good fortune, our people face a fundamental 

choice — are we going to keep this progress and prosperity going? Yes, we are-

But, my friends, we can't take our future for granted. We cannot take it for granted. So 

let’s just remember how we got here.
Eight years ago, when our party met in New York, it was a far different time for America. 

Our economy was in trouble, our society was divided, our political system was paralyzed. 
Ten million of our fellow citizens were out of work. Interest rates were high. The deficit 

was S290 billion and rising. After 12 years of Republican rule, the federal debt had 

quadrupled, imposing a crushing burden on our economy and on our children.
Welfare rolls, crime, taen pregnancy, income inequality — all had been skyrocketing. 

And our government was part of the problem, not part of the solution.
I saw all this in a very personal Way in 1992, out there In the real America with many of 

you. I remember a child telling me her father broke down at the dinner table because he lost 

his job. I remember an older couple crying in front of me because they had to choose 
between filling their shopping carts and filling theirprcscriptions. I remember a hardworking 
immigrant in a hotel kitchen who said his son was not really free, because it wasn't safe for 

him to play in the neighborhood park.
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Today, after seven and a half years of hard effort, we’re, in the midst of the longest

rage family’s income has gone up more than S5,000 and. for African American families,

■

Ninety-five percent of our schools are connected to the Internet. Reading, math and SAT

scores are up.

2L

secure and more free. We’re more hopeful because we’tc turning dur schools around, with 

higher Standards, more accountability, more investment. We have doubled funding for Head

Stan and provided after-school and mentoring programs to more than a million more young 
people. We’re putting 100,000 well-trained teachers in the early grades to lower class size.

And more students than ever are going on to college, thanks to the biggest 

expansion of college aid since the GI Bill 50 years ago.

11/17/00 1
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even more. The number of families who own stock has grown by 40 percent.
You know, Harry Truman’s old saying has never been more true: if you want to live 

like a Republican, you better vote for the Democrats.
But our progress is about far more than economics. America is also more hopeful, more

economic expansion in history. More than 22 million new jobs, the lowest unemployment 

in 30 years, the lowest female unemployment in 40 years, the lowest Hispanic and African 

American unemployment ever recorded and the highest home ownership in history.
Along the way, in 1995, we turned back the largest cuts in history in Med Inn, Medicaid, 

education, and the environment. And just two years later we proved that we could find a way 

to balance the budget and protect our values. Today, we have gone from the largest deficits in 

history to the largest surpluses in history. And if — but only if — we stay on course, we can 
make America debt-free for the first time since Andy Jackson was President in 1835.

For the first time in decades, wages are rising at all income levels. We have the lowest 

child poverty in 20 years, the lowest poverty rate for single mothers ever recorded. The 

average family’s income has gone up more than S5,000 and. for African American families,

I ran for President to change the future for those people. And I asked you to embrace 

new ideas rooted in enduring values: opportunity for ail, responsibility from all, and a 

community of all Americans.
You gave me the chance to rum those ideas and values into action, after I made one of 

the very best decisions of my entire life: asking Al Gore to be my partner.
First, we proposed a new economic strategy: get rid of the deficit to reduce interest 

rates; invest more in our people; sell more American products abroad. We sent our plan 

co Congress. It passed by ■ single vote In both Houses. In a deadlocked Senate. Al Gore 

cast the tie-breaking vote. Not a single Republican supported it
Here’s what their leaders said. Their leaders said our plan would increase the deficit, 

kill jobs, and give us a one-way ticket to recession. Time has not been kind to their predictions. 

Remember, our Republican friends said then they would absolutely not be held 

responsible for our economic policies- I hope the American people take them at their word.
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Now, don’t let anybody cell you that all children can’t learn or that our public schools 

can't make the grade. Yes, they can.
We’re also more hopeful because we ended welfare as we knew it. Now, those who 

can work, must work. On that, we and the Republicans agreed. But we Democrats also 

insisted on support for good parenting — so that poor children don’t go hungry or lose 

their health care, unmarried teens stay in school, and people get the job training, child 

care and transportation they need. It has worked. Today, there are 7.5 million people 
who have moved from welfare to work, and the welfare rolls in our administration have 

been cut in half.
We’re more hopeful because of the way we cut taxes — to help Americans meet the 

challenges of work and child rearing. This year alone, our HOPE Scholarship and Lifelong 

Learning tax credits will help 10 million families pay for college. Our eamed-income tax 

credit will help 15 million families work their way into.the middle class. Twenty-five million 

families will ger a S500 child tax credit.
Our empowerment zone tax credits are bringing new business and new jobs to our 

hardest pressed communities—from the inner cities to Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta 

to our Native American reservations. And the typical American family today is paying a 

lower share of its income in federal income taxes than at any time during the past 35 years.

We are more hopeful because of the Family and Medical Leave Act, a bill that the 

previous administration vetoed. They said it would cost jobs. It s the first biJi I signed. 

And we now have a test. Twenty-two million new jobs later, over 20 millionj 
<s~-~ Americans have been able to take a little time oft to care for a newborn child or sick 

relative. That’s what it means — that’s what it really means to be pro-family.

We are a more secure country because we cut crime — with tougher enforcement, more 
than 100,000 new community police officers, a ban on assault weapons, and the Brady Law, 

which has kept guns out of the hands of half a million felons, fugitives and stalkers. Today, 

crime is at a 25-year low.
And we’re more secure because of advances in health care. We ve extended the life of 

the Medicare trust fund by 26 years, adding coverage for cancar screening and cutting-edge 

Clinical trials. We’re coming closer to cures for dreaded diseases. We made sure that people 

with disabilities could go to work without losing their health care — and that people who 

switch jobs can do so without losing their coverage. We dramatically improved diabetes 

care. We provided health coverage under the Children’s Health Insurance Program co 
2 million previously uninsured children. And for the first time in our history, more than 
90 percent of our kids have been immunized against serious childhood diseases. You can 

be proud of that Democratic record.
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detective, Sergeant Joe Friday, used to say. “just the facts, ma'am.” I ask you, let’s remember
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We are more secure because our environment is cleaner. We’ve set aside more land in , 

the lower 48 states than any administration since Teddy Roosevelt-—saving national treasures 

like Yel lowstone, the great California Redwoods, the Florida Everglades. Moreover, our air 

is cleaner; our water is cleaner, our food is safer, and our economy is stronger. You can 
grow the economy and protect the environment at the same time.

We’re more free today because we are closer to the One America of our dreams —• 
celebrating our diversity, affirming our common humanity, opposing all forms of bigotry, 

from church burnings to racial, profiling to murderous hate crimes. We’re fighting for 

employment nondiscrimination legislation and for equal pay for women.
We found ways to mend, not end, affirmative action. We have given America the most 

diverse administration in history — it really looks like America, You know, if I could just 

get my administration up here, it would be just as good a picture as anything you saw a 

couple of weeks ago in Philadelphia. And we created AmeriCorps, which already has given 

more than 150,000 of our young people a chance to earn some money for college by serving 

our communities.
We are more secure and we’re more free because of our leadership in the world for 

peace, freedom and prosperity: helping to end a generation of conflict in Northern Ireland; 

stopping the brutal ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo; and bringing the Middle East 

closer than ever to a comprehensive peace.
We built stronger ties to Africa. Asia, and our Latin American and Caribbean neighbors. 

We brought Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic into NATO. We arc working with 

Russia to destroy nuclear weapons and materials. We are fighting head-on the new threats 
and injustices of the global age: terrorism, narco-trafficking, biological and chemical warfare, 

trafficking in women and young girls, and the deadly spread of AIDS. And in the great 
tradition of Jimmy Carter, who is here tonight, we are still the world’s leading force for 

human rights around the world. Thank you. President Carter.

.._....... ..
in the world. Our men and women have shown that time and again in Bosnia, Kosovo, Haiti 

and Iraq. I can tell you that their strength, their spirit, their courage and their commitment 

to freedom have never been greater. Any adversary who believes those who say otherwise 

is making a grave mistake,
Now, my fellow Americans, that’s the record. Or, as that very famous Los Angeles 

detective, Sergeant foe Friday, used to say. “just rhe facts, ma'am.” I ask you, let’s remember 
the standard our Republican friends used to have for whether a party should continue in 

office: my fellow Americans, are we better off today than we were eight years ago?

You bet we are. Yes. we are.
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ik you. Bill, thank you for welcoming me hack to Hyde Park and the Roosevelt 

Library. I love coming here. I’m sorry I’ve only come three times. And. Al, thank you for 

your wonderful introduction. And to you and Ginger, thank you for your years of friendship. 

He’s very good al giving Ute credit to everybody else, but the truth is it would be hard to 

think of a single American citizen who, as a private citizen, has had a more positive impact 

on rhe progress of American life in the Iasi IS years than Al From.

I am delighted to see so many naimbcrs of (’ongress here, members of the Senate and the 

House; the Governor, present and former members of the administration. Mack McLarty was 

economic plan, the Brady BiU,
[tuncmator said you know, if it \/ 

ival ratings would be rhe highest 

ever recorded. And 1 Hilary looked ar me and she said, if it hadn’t been for the finr two yean, 

when you made all the unpopular decisions, the next six years would not have happened. 

Mayor Brown, we’re glad to see you here. And my Mayor, Mayor williams, thank you. 

Thank all of you for being here, and for what you’re about to do.
Franklin Roosevelt said he often came back to Hyde Park because it gave him “a chance 

to think quietly about the country as a whole, and to see it in a long-range perspective.’* 

That’s wliar you’re being asked to do.
I’ve often, in quiet moments at the White I louse, [bought about my predecessors — the 

ones who sucuooded, the ones who didn’t, why they did or didn’t. Roosevelt had what 

Justice Holmes called a firal-clwnt temperament, a lot of personal courage, a good mind, and 

a groat attitude. He had a good rime being President, even in difficult limes. And he learned 

lo have a good lime in the midst of almost constant personal pain.
It’s worth remembering that life’s successes are a curious blend of whai you make 

happen and what happens ro you; the gifts God gives you and what you do with rltem. But 
today l want to focus on the fact that he was always interested in ideas.
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The other day 1 read Pruall Perkins' wonderful book about bs lifolime (riendahi{, 
with Roosevelt. You know she wu the first \I/Oman la d,e C'.abinet; .ite IC'l'Vod u Socrecary 
of Labor the entire time Presidcm-Rooee�clt was In oO-ux,. She .kcrt lr)'ma to quit 11nd be 
wouJdn't ltSI her. And if you IQd 1h11 book. ll the end you a• � feelinr that he bad sume 
� of his own mortality. �he kept llYina to leave and he kept tryJQC ro act her to hold on 
to the end. And lllen, of cou,_, he died shortly after bcin1 n:eJ.:fed to bi, founh term, 

But throu,fl dli• whole thin1, yO\I ;c:c chis NDN I.hat from lho dme ahe was a youna 
social worker and h• wu a yuun1 .,. senator, when he still bad {\di U1C oC hi• physical 
Caci litic:3 - and played a pretty iDOd ,amc·ot golf. T mi;ht add-that. they had &his inagica.l 
cbemiwy born oflhe fact dw even� they were diffenrat people (l"Ollldiffisrcm worlds. 
in dtc becinoillg with very dUfcrem po,1'ion1 on ccmin inucs, they both underslOOd thtt 
public: sccvi«;e wu som:dnng that you wercn 't supposed lo co�ftl'lhe �. buL &0mcmina 
you wanlCd to do so you could bolp other people. and th.IL Id.., lll.lllered. 

So )'OQ come h(J'C today co think IA.bout Where we aR and •t.ro we ou11M to ao and 
what lho long-nnp challcnPI are. And Al'• a.lready 1aid a lot of what 1 llfUIL co 111)'. but l 
want lo 11,y some of ihe things hi l&id and U. It beck co ¥that we did. ha Now Orlc:am in 
1990, because I believe dm thinking ii a bi& and o1\cn u1'daNIJJbcd pan of suoc:esa In 
public life. And I think icba maller. 

Let me say rha110ffldin. Jnto rny ftm term. JNyt,c 1995 or ICJIDClhiaa. a dlltiquhhed 
a,holar whom I at that time hid never 1IICl. and who at l'IW Lima wu 14 5)TICIUt-1 bclili'.ve 
hc:'1a1Han1ud�-Thorau�ua,on-�.eaauuyrolhepopalarbeHcflhat1D01t 
puli1ki1N are conpaitally dbhanell. most people do what Ibey ,ay choy 're goifta to do 
wts.n they 1• 11ecrad. And if yoa Jook M dw: hlatury o!Pretddmt,. D¥>llt � lbettt do whac 
mey ay tboy'R ·a:01t11 to do. And whtla chey clon1t. it'1 uuaJly becaue � haa 
really chanp&J. and we're Glad cbay didn't. 

We'R 11ad tflnklia ROONvcl& didn·t balance the hudsct. bea"feilhe had. ulld« i:hosc 
circumPaJM:CP,. tt would Navo been -.ano. Abntwnl.locoln prornued not torr. &he ,laves. 
We 're &lad he blob that c:ommilmla1. Bua. by ud Jarp. if yo11 look Ill ihe whote hi1locy of 
American public life., Whla a P!uldeftt NI\I tor offlce ud -,., WD Cur mc. lbia is w,W I 
� to do. ._, pntly, WIii do 11w. Ot lbcy al least&« '1alilbl ayin1 CO do it. 

And one otlht � . raally bu meant die most IO me, o! all the tbl,11• r ve read 
-and I've,... a lala au« u IGCMI not ha� in &he wtcqht ycan-wu.huenon
said Chat by 1'9,. c,ur ad ni1tration had ■tread)' kept & ht1lw perc:cDlale of ha
�mmtun-.u ta die Affl�t:an people than lhc prcYioua five Prolid'1nta. And � had
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TIit., point I want to tnue loday, lO empha.la the importaDCe nf fibat it u you 'rb ahoul 
U> do, i1' that the rcuon that wu pamble ls, l had thought I lor about wbat I would do, And
I had tbol.lght with many of you �wll.h Drw:e and WUI and Jlob aad lhe whulc DJ.C crowcl,
and a lot or you who were �ins lO lneae meetinp back in die 'IOI ad dte '90!1 - •o th.at
when l announced for P�idcol, 1 did it nut because T wlUIUN! top oat of �t I wu dnin&
- I was actually happier than l 1-.d ever been with my work •• pernor u,d wuh my
situation at home in Arbmiu - but because 1 rhoua:t,c 1am,t.hing nl.1eded to be done, a.pd I
had chouJht I lot about il. And thil New OrlQII• Declarallaa WU a ml� in mat pr'UC$$•.

TittRforc, you cannoc pos.iijbly overcmmate d. importance o( whar yQA.j' re hen:: to dr, 
If you do it in all seriousaea.. 

Let's just look the New Orleans .Dochnlion, We met Lhcte In 1990. As Al 11aJd, the 
limeJ were dJCfercnr- lhe ecoaomy WIA bid. die ddicic wu hlgb, tho debt had oaplodod.. 
all the aucial c;ondidons were wonening. And Wubiniton IOlmed u, be nud: 1n a lr.iud of 
ldeoloaiw treTIC.:h warflll'C, v,,betc tlM llcput>Ucan, Hid that covemznenc \WU lbe prublom, 
and we said d\al lt wu lbc aolulion. And _.. &Jwaya bid to hl•e a !al$e cboicc-ynu md 
to choose the economy or the cnvironrneali ynu bad ·to Cbwlo impoveruhmean oc- cntitl8mtot; 
you hid IO cbouac bu1tnu111 ot I.be¥. 

By con�� DLC-lbi• la cs c,f lbc reuoaa l:he DU'" amded, by Ibo way-hid 
· people who wiJa in politics ia Wublfl&klll and out in dw \lOUl'lay, and a lc,1 of our pcopk in 

Waahioga:,n .- a Joe of time in tbc COUDIJY. ad M r9IUCd mat no enc= e1,e iJI &M world
lhouglu aboul dJinp or� dlinp in dlil wtY ts Wubin,ral �ia and paUllc:aJ
establllbment ralked abocU lsNes; aad dll1 we dkbl'& lp1IO -ilb all at... fabc choice&.

And so, in New Orl1111110 yem aao, wo •t uuc ro ouUine .,hlr we believed 011ght w
be done. Our approach CUll6 co be knowll 15 the lllint 'Way. Bai"11y, it wu � in
common sense. a common •�ouan &o our ,-ny·• oNa& valuea, ucl a cQITlfflOD vision or
rhe new en in which •• WWR livifts.

In 1992. the Amcr1cm people aave u, a chance to put our idea.a .iJl&o aaion. And we
haYO dooc our best lo do that. 'Waiting ICfOIJ pmy liim whBrc po,aibk,, and where biUl.:t
peniunahlp f...-t if, suiac alOM.

Tllil ia � lbc New'Otleana Decllradan Aid. Wo beli&;vc die t>tmtxnllc Party'•
fundamenaaJ, rnlaiOII II • e,q,end qpponunlty. noc au,,� conom1c p-owth l£ •
J)fcccq11i1i1c for e.q,,ndla1 opponuniay fnr evc,yooo; wl tho way '° bui1d America's
ecooomk: aec:uruy is to mvlllt Jn &he lkilla and ingenuity nf our people, •nd to eapamd u-adc,
not. ,_uict fL

Now. lhcae ldou v,ere all turaod lnrolodoo in die '93 cconamic pu. in 1be ·97 Balanced
.ltud;ctAc.1, in die Tclec�c.inrw Ac:r. In ourcommiun.& tu ..:1-cc 11$1 tachDcalopai. 
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research, 11nd in our education budg11. We doubh,d lnvenmt::nt fut education •nd uamin1 
even� we Wero reducing che deft.cit. and we �hasir.od n.suhs and proven sua1011les. Wo 
very nearly opcnocl Ule doOrl of �llcgc ro all An:u!lmacu. Wo blld 300 ttadCI llJl'MDMDtc. 
Thate wcu put inlo Ktion h•v• liven III lbosc 21.615,000 Jcw1 me lc,wc11t unempluyrnent 
rate in 30 years, lbc highcat home ownership ever, and th.: Jooge" cconomi4: expan•ion ia 
hi,tory. And the govcmmmt la now contmuina to sbriu. It Is now th4l i.rnalJasl Js hu been 
$inc:e 1958. 

Wo said we believe the purpou o( .oclal wel!an: ii to brtn.a: thu poot uuo chhi na.rloo ·, 
«'OOOffliC maimwam, not lu maintaln m. dopcndmcy. That idea, t"'1Wld Into IClNI\ lhJ'OU;h 

. tho ansion of Lbc clffleCI lacome tu "-rcdic, the Vice Presldea&.'11 crnpo�l �ooo 
· ' pro If.are reform, ha.I jlivcn III lbe smallest w.:Ua.-. ron, in •blalut.e num�n in 

32 years; a 20-y·el;lal�Jbe pov.rty rate; die lowest dnp•pucn1 hou!Qbohl poverty raw 
in 46 years - \While we Cuu211t11AN1 succeeded '" mauuainiq bcalth and nucrtLlun beoeflts 
fur poor �hildren and i� OW' inveaunenr In c:btld cate and lranlpo«ation lbr lowcr­
lnconw wor\c:rs. 

"'-':.i We laid we believe in prcventtng crime and pulli¥hlq ctlmiDaJ•. 1101 explalnfn• away
Chll Tmat icloa wu turned lnco aaton lhl"Oqh tba wime bWt whtch save us 
100,000 poJlcc •�us.;WU weapons ban, and thraugh lbe DRdy Jaw which baa kept a halt a 
million fblom, Ya and ata.l1ccrs Jtam geatns bud1uns. nai·. &i� UI I.he: lowffl 
crime nee in 25 years, the luwc:sr hamlddc rare in 30 yoa�. and 1 ,,._peteent �llun iA 
gun crime &in� 1993, 

Wo said we bel�c in the polwil:s of lncluaton, in dw plOl,cedoo of civil rigbra and lhu 
broad movement of minorioea ialo dlO Amml:U\ ec:onoauo •nd cull\ftl nwin1ueam. Thu 
idea, turned into action, hu giVOn u lhe lo•est A!rican AOMtican •ad Hhpantc 
W1Cmploymcs,t "'* ovor� n:card numbers of amail,-.owned buli�: vi1on>w1
enforcement of civil ti9bll; ud die wideat patdclp1tlun tit mlnorilica i11 the rcdcrel 
govenuncOI at high IG"4 and in lht federal juclk:Juy kl � hlllor)-. 

We ufci we bDl»vc In the tmpcfMive or-� and cbe tn,pLinanca of f11mily, I could 
�ve y01,1 1ora of cnmplct .,,, till&. bol ju tab tbc )'amlly anc1 Medal Lc.vc law, me f'inl 
bill 1 stpld._ WIICled IJ'Y tla pwvtoui lllmlnlllntigar. 21 ml1&D1>1111 � have taken 
.somo ��-a baby Ii bQm or• pe,eac is 1kk.. And dlay 1&kl It would wreck tu 
� WI.. lJ miDiaD tutlllet arw waer, and'° ii the American ca:us10m1. The idea. 
in IS Nff OdictN o.da,adan WU dgM. 

Wo tafft '¥9 bellcve A,wjga11 ciclwn•bip unwta te11pOn1ihilky u 'fl'd1 u rtgbtJ. and we 
mean to adt cki,en, to give IIMNCbfng bact ro cbe:ir community. nmt .idM, turned iato 
ilQion. bu led toa wbolo scricl of RIID&lbbM � 1'1s w.t�wark par1Mrlblp.. 
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roreumple, huledjl2,000_,...ID volunwily ._..,., ____ Uh /
400,000 peopfc ofl'the welfare rolb. The Vice lffsidcnt'• panambip wfLh the IUlo c:ompanu:s 
4Dd the aum \lloricen hu led to du1 whole ofrort to develof' die De� JenenriOG vehicle, 
which already bu protocypcs thu -.vW be on the marht wnhin two ycm-60, 70, ao 111ilt.1 
a g11llon. 

lbe partne,1bip wo had wich the C1\tlldaiameot Industry led LO ID: � of the v-c:hip

reqwrcmem •nd ming ay111,em, far ce&.Viaion propm and video�. As,4 meet c,f all. of 
C:OWIC,, h Jed &o AmeriCa,ps. � DOW hu � O"W 150,000 YOUftl Americam tu 
serve u, �ir COfflDiuuidea. We Mel more pt,ople in AmeriOxpa '°· its first ftve ycan tha11 dw 
P-=e Corp« did In its firsl 20 ycan. because otche idea that lhl D1.C 191cndcssJy ad�. 

We� we be1Jeved the lJ,S. must J"Cmlin cne,pucally copged in the warJdwide 
Stru&alc for individual J�. human riah11 md proapcrity. hoC retreat from lbo wor1d .. that 
idea run1ed intu aclian hu aiven III a sll'Claglr and c•nckd NATO; new initiative1 11aitl•t 
cerrurism and .,capona of mua deatnaction; f"OSl'UI on � m Nanham Irehiod and lhc 
Middle Ease forceful atanda .piDst 4alhnic cle.mi114 in Bosnia and Kc>M,vo; antJ nell' 
inltlatlvca t.o capand ntde �nd advance � ill Africa. dw Caribbean Daain, L..tin 
America., and dtc A■iu PKIRc qton. 

Jn ahan. bcc:a11$11 of dlO wodl dcDe in No• Orteana and dlC fl&Cl OW the Am,.,,rican

people pvc us a chance cwo yan lallt to lest ft. � have JIFOVCII Lhat ideas naaaer. aad tbal 
. fer the � of the "90s our tdaa wore lhe righc oaa. They have put the Dcmucr.u.k 

Party a& the vi"CaJ cent�of Aznerioan life. and inspired diam. �new proc,esaiw 1ovenunenu 
Lhroughout Europe ind the ifldlllllializcd world. lndood. rm going to be meedna with 
TD&IIY nf (hesc lelders nu1 a,onah ill Jledin. people all over a:he 91urfd 111ho have seen "'hat 
happeacd bcro. rakcu icleu aertously� ml want lo aeo what cbey can do ra Jifl rhoir pcopk 
IDd make them a pan of lbe new WCll'ftlalfaa ap t'Jl globalizatign, 

Moll impottu, ot.U. lbw Ideal pul into� have IIRNa&bt ourccunny into a momcnl 
ol llllp&J'IJJele4 proap;rlcy IIMl pram1la. Now. I dun.IL we have a nre opponwity ra ident.ify 
and 1DOVII on I.he bia, lons-.m cballlnpl die COUftllY fllCIOI iD chc new c,cnauy, And ltbfnk 
tttg OU:- to bcnow I tilde ot 'Jtlllr own �in• - hu bodl the oppal"lllfticy and ihe 
reaponaibillty ro put fri • dcclaradon bcra which wlU plde oor perty and &hoaJcl iuide 
our na&Jan far \he '90a 10 )l:vt. 

Thlt'• yaurtut. W1'al ii lbeacw Democnck -,.,da tbrche ll st cenrury? Mui'• whac 
I CblDIC Ir nuafll ta •Y• 

flm. wo wlll k.-p &he OCCIIIOIII)' "'°"I by payint dowft tho dd,(. maizuamlna our lead 
in acia,cc aacl r.echnoloo. and Nlal&ilnc our eeunomic benefia co people 111d pl-.u licft 
bohtnd, gpeaing new rnadc:ell aMl de.ills me inv� 111d dlaital dlvlda. 
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Second, wc will lift up all working families out of poverty, and end child poverty, hy 

increasing the EITC, the minimum wage, and our support for child care, housing.

more of all the panicipanu in our education process, and by opening college to everyone by

for child care, expanding opportunity for health care coverage, a patients’ bill of rights, and

*

By contrast, the other party is making an assault on my decision to set aside the 40

DCC ~ (r

I
r

i

transportation, and responsible fatherhood.
Third, wc will make sure every child starts school ready to team, graduates ready to 

succeed, and has the chance to go to college, by investing more in education and demanding 

making tuition deductible.
Fourth, we will enable Americans to succeed al work and at home with more support 

for child care, expanding opportunity for health care coverage, a patients’ bill of rights, and 

tax relief for middle class families to educate their kids, afford quality child care, and take 

care of aging or disabled relatives who need long-icrm care.
Fifth, wo will make America the safest big nation on Earth, with more pulice, more 

prevention, more prosecutors, and more effective measures io keep gun» away from children 

and criminals.
Sixth, we will meet the challenge Of the aging of America by extending the life of 

Social Security, strengthening and modemixing Medicare with a prescription drug benefit, 

providing a tax cut for long-term care and for uninsured Americans over 55 to buy into 

Medicare, and helping working families to establish their own retirement accounts so that 

more Americans have a chance to create wealth.
Next, wc will reverse the course of climate change while enhancing, rather than eroding, 

economic growth with new technologies and new sources of alternative energy.
Let me just say, when 1 went back and read the New Orleans Declaration, the one thing 

1 wish we’d made more of is the environment, because wc have now proved you can grow 
the economy and improve rhe environment. This Is an even more important issue now than 

It was 10 years ago because of the impact of climate change. Wc must address this. Evety 

member ofCorigress here will tell you (hat a huge portion of decision-makcni in our country 
and throughout the world — and most troubling, in some of the biggest developing nation. 

— still believe you cannot hava economic growth unless you pour more greenhouse gases 

into the atmosphere.
Just like these big ideas helped us back in 1990, there Is nothing so dangerous as for a 

people to be in the grip of a big idea that is no longer true. It once mu: that you had to 

put more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere to grow the economy, u> build a middle 

r|aT«, make a country rich. Il l» not true anymore.

million roadless acres in the National Forests. The Audubon Society says it’s the most 

important conservation measure in the last 50 years.



what the fuels are, whai die evidence shows about the way cconuiniei can, and indeedr^. 

shouktXork, ----- ------
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The point I'm trying to make is that good people will continue to make bad decisions 

if they're in Ibe grip of a wrong Idea. This is not simply a case of interest groups fighting 

each ocher. This is really a question of whether we have honestly come to terms with

-Q

Andrchere's no way in the world we’ll be able to convince our friends in India or China, 

which Over the next 30 years will become bigger cmitlcni of gieenhouse gases than wc arc, 

that they can take a different path to development, and that we’re not trying to keep them 

poor, unless wc can demonstrate that we have let lhe big wrong idea go and that wc have 

evidence that a different way will work.
You can't expect any of these members of Congress who come from rural districis that 

have a lot of poor people, or that rely on agriculture, to take different approaches unless 

(bore is a Sjiecific, clear, meaningful alternative that they can embrace.

So I’m son of off rhe script hero, but this is a big deal. We need more of our people who 

know what the facts are here. We need to know what can we really get out of automobile 
and truck mileage; how realistic is it to have alternative sources of fuel; whajcaifyou get If 

you build all new houses and office buildings with glass that leu in more light and keeps out 

more heat and cold.
This Is something that most of you normally wouldn't think anelecicd official needs to 

know. But we do need to know. This is a huge, huge issue.
Seventh, we will keep working to build^ne America at home — to nuke a strength of 

our diversity so that other nalions can bo inspired to overcome their own ethnic and religious 

tensions. For me that means passing thu Employment Nondiscriminntian Act, the hate 

crimes bill, and expanding national service. I moot with these AmeriCorps kids everywhere 

I go, and lhe thing they say over and over and over again is that wc gave them a chance to 

see how different people live, to sue how much we have In common as human beings, and 

to understand just what it means lu be tn American citizen ar the dawn of a new century.
And last, we wjU continue to lead Ute world away from terror, weapons of mass 

destruction, and destructive ethnic, racial and religious conflicts, toward greater cooperation 

and shared peace and prosperity.
That's what ibis vote about China is all about. Yes, it’s a good economic deal. China 

has agreed to open its markets. I Just got out of the airplane and Uicre were a few hundred 

people at the airpurL Sol went over and shook bands and said hello to all the children. And 
this guy says, you really think this China thing is a good deal? 1 said, yes, I do. And ho said, 
why? I said, well, in the lint place, we've been calling it a trade agreement and it isn'L Fur 
a trade agreement, I gel a few things and I have to g^e up a few things. But this is a ns. . 
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membership �meru. All we civ• !hem le mcmbm'lblp, chey do all thu rno.ric.ot opcnin&,
Thal'• mcir due� for �mbership in lhc World lnde Ors tion. · / That's wh)', In n&rro�f·i1\lCl'CJI.Cd te""', k'• • 1 DOthia& deal not only fur cbe /
Unirw sca101. bUt rur an',b6dy else who vot� to let the C De1C1 in.&o tha WTO. But. �11on \,../""
though for rne the 11':onamic choice ii. dear, far, Cir � impanant to n'la are lhe moral and
natiaoal securtl)' 1,prna,1.1, ( looted at an thOAe kid• iii NI �rowd tod&y ,and I was �rrwtdcd
apin that we r ou1ht th.-.o wan in A�ia in tho lut haJf of lhc 20lh century, anJ thial we j,ave
.a chance Lo build a ditfercnr future. Not a iwranr.,e, but• chal'le•. 

Yes. Cuna ic slllJ a ono-pany 11ta&g. resuictin3 rishts of ;,ee speech :Jnd n:llgious
upre.s¥lon, doing thins• from tirnia to lime lhat !naatme us au even mser �- But by
fnttil'IS Olina to sluh IUbsidt•� and W'iffl that prcrect IN..-fficicnt indua1tie11, which the
C'..omrnuni1t Patty bas" long ur.ed to � day-to-day con&rol, by lcu.i� nur hlgh�tech
eompania brinJ the lnle,net and the Information revoh,tion tu China. we will be u11lea1hini
fnn:ea chat no rot&lirarian opcntigc\ rooted in tho lat oennny'1 mduacrial sndt:t.y can cumrol.

Two yean ago more were 2 million Intemer. uacn in O,ina: lut year thera were 9
mlllion: lhia yc.v lbore.,.. 10metbin1 over 20 million. Al some pomt there will be over 100
million. and ut aomc point, soma d'lrnhold that no unc �&11 ldcnd(y with precision will be
c:mucd aQd U ""ill be a 'lli:t1 dil'fucnr world. 

t mink it i, al10 wanh pointinJ out mat tbc mute China operar.es �icbin rule-based
systam. with u& and v,ilh other eounaia. tilC fflQfCI lw:ly cbcy Sl'e tu aee I.ho bcMfit of the
rule of law, and the 11\01'9 likely chal benefit la to Qow dowa to ordinary people - in those
900,000 villqu where thcy·re lll'Ncly elcctia& tbctr mayors, md in the cllie&. 

J think it i, quite lnllDreltlng tbaL the people in Chiu who � we will beat this neiu
week arc the uJ&ncoaservadve» In &he milltaty md die 5tate-ffWIIGd blc:m,triea. Azul quite
irllcrcatin& that people who hll�e bllCn pcraecured In Chh111 and uthcr place., by and W1JC.
llltlll\l UI IOVok )'M oa PN'Ill, 

Martin Lee. the boldofthl dcmoctKy mov.a,cnc In H�,aor11, came all the� over
hare to uk Con,rcu to vocc far lhil. This la a man Wl\o wan1111U1.1 f, go LO China; a man
who hu oe1t• mcc Zhu Raqji; a man ...,ho Is ftlll eon· naa &tlll. But he
ufd to,.,._-.'� pc DIiick dMt iofocmaa in Cbin.. "'9'YII So( to Set Lhern Into a system
wherw dlao II rule ol II•. Thia ii Iha nut blg llep. All the hWW1 ri&hlll acriviJU tn
America uo, M said, bUadad by lbcir oppo11lliOD ro thinp char ha� happened in lhc put
and may ba hlppemnc now, tMINd of &huakjn1 about What 1a 1D01R likely tn chaftae Chiu
lndlQfucure. 

The now Preaidcnt of n.Jwaa auppana 111 lecr1q China iutn ,:bQ 'W"IO and AITICl1Q
CJ&a1dlna PNTR. And y..-clay, &heDalai .Lama, 1 man wbo ba11 undergone litel'lll)' decades

.. 
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of fnmratlon in his dealing• witht"' 1uongly -.:adoncd hrin'1n1 Chin• into the
intcmacional 1y11,em. . · 

So lhi1 is a big deal to me. beyond obvioua acuaomlc bcnefJts which 17111M it e.uicc 
for SUftl' members tlwl others to vocc fol'. awie oClhc ecCIDOfflJc mabap of their dfctticts. 
Dy rw the biegcr issue is what can we da lo pnnDDle hmmn rigba.. wheat eu w• clo fO 
promote the rule of law, what cu we do co miairnlze tbc chaaoct lhar OM:.-. wilt be another 
WU in Aili in our ltreucne. or ia oar cbUdren', Ufedmo. To a. ow ii what ia at isaue. 

So that's my pitch beta. Whai you're�, rn do iM really imponatn. I've 101J you the: 
kind1 of things 1hat 1 hope you'll do. H� WM4? �yt:JAJ Oclt � IIIMIDfnai tom. \llill hav� a 
blger role lhla me in Amoriea's nut t O years. Just remambor what I did with that N�w 
Orlcana f>lclatation. It teaJly n.ttns wbeeher you lhlnk IUl11 wbedlcr -,oa orpllizo your 
lhou&hlli lnro prindplel and spec1nc poUclcs. 

The Ne,., Odcam DccJaralian 11 largely respc,n,lblc for die� we �vc �ycd io 
Lhc lall dght YeaDt because it pvc m a pJarform on wbich to sc.nd. and a fram.�rt from 
wbid\ to work. 

You've got a loe of reatly c:realivo peopk) hete. 1 caul dte a tboWWMJ c:umplu, but I 
w-.mc to just mcntlun two ar thrN. You mncr,\W PranltllD JlOOMVClt - en: ut lhe par 
reuoo, far lbo auc:ccaa of hit New .Deal WU iJ'II bl CJNntlall1 look �ill111'91fu-c ptop:u 
mil bad bec:a made in varioua ....... capedalty In Now YadL, and Wl."fll Dlllional wi&h iL 

Sram Scaaror Marc Pac:-o frgm MaaacJnuetts. lpmQ'cd a JS'UlddlllO si••Jl'Cl4igiu 
studcna and Olher healdl profc:AICll'lllla l"'Mlmk cnclll fbr pruvldlna pr;ouuy and pnYc:naivo 
bulth tll"fce& to undcnemtd people. Should we do mon, la OUt pubffc hHJch "lwn like 
chat? Miyor Webb =1otiuct a coaU'IIC& with die u:act.nfunlcu In hla ci� LO aiYe i&n 

incentive to t.cbers to improve academic perfonnaKC. Mkbad Thurmond, di!) o.ot;i• 
Labor Comrntuioo«, hu cakaa absent f11hcn who WIIQl'l •� lhclr cblldrca IU'ld 
IPWII them trainioa, jobl and rbc valuas of ra,ponaible talhNboud. NCNt U pcn:cm of 
lb01e falhcn whu haw been ht tbl• program uw Wfflmll and 1upponiaa their chfldrm. 
Thar•• a bug• .. ,. Shoulda0t-. ,c, naduul wtm um? Thole arc� kmcl. of tbinp that 
J hops 100 will thiu. &bcMac. 

Then,'"1Juit aae odlllr rhin1 l wane to IA'/· I didn'c do-lhla by 111yaelf. rt it bedn'l been 
far the 1N1DNn of Conpcu hens v,'ho have helpecl me, I couldn't have dooc iL If It hado 't 
bcco far the IDIIDhctf O( &be admimatntioa. put ucl � J coukin'l laavo doDe it. If it 
bldD •, been fClir 11m J>t.C, wllh ia GOUtaDI Idea maddna, lfflC141 it.ran &;OGSfanlly harping UCl 

mt not co•� '1s refcrmlsl pelh, J couldn·, haw done IL And lf iC tu&d.A't bc:cn for Al 
Ci� 1 �ldn't ha"e de>N: i1. 

:::: 



I believe 1 have a good ll'IAP on IJ1o institulinn of tho vice pn:sidcncy. and T cci tell you 
it is my � that be haa had a far more positive impeet on lho way the Americ:aa
people li� 1ny othu pcnon as Vice Pl'esibnl In t1'e bistCII')' of the aatlon, by a gnocJ
too; way.11. � 

He rnanqed the cmpowc
�

zonea pruanun. He man&ced our adtnini1tratiun'1 
J>O'ilioa on the Telec:ommufticad Ac1, which had two ialponant featu1111: one., it waa 
pro-ccm,petitiOb-wc didn't give i me monopoly fONea. and there arc now hundred• of

thourianda of job5 tha& have bc:ea c fed, mostly ln compenlu Chat didn't cv� CAist in 
1996, � we sioad firm forcanjlelitlon. And we got die c>ralC. which is-now providin; 
$2.2 billion a year so that poor xbools ud IHnrios and �Ital, can hook up to the Imemct. 

S111c:ond, he developed 1tnd pushed uur pc:Mitio� the environment, inchadias \he 
�ip for �l I.� �chicle,, and climeta china., Third. he ran the Rf'..00
prolh,lft. which many o! you were lnvoJvod in. 111d •bich. in addition lO reducin8 the ,� 
of penunem., ha• dnunatically iraprovcd tho performance oC many agcnd�. Fourth. be 
auld Tipper lid our ecrorta on 0pandlna the \'Ml'lraJ �di parity wue. the fatherhood 
lnithativ-. and d'8 V-chip aad raainp far 'CV programs Mid -wideo 1arnca. 

ff& aJso CUI the dec:idlna voc.o oa the ceanomic pl• and an Iha g11n safety lojiJlation in 
the Senate. And on every !PUlh dc=cilion 1 had ro make, from Kaiti to B01nla in Koaovo to
Jaami"I money to Mui to takia, oa thl pn iasue md tobacco ts...._ to Johbtina: for 
N A.FTAat chit beajnnm1 makbla tilt calla oa China PNTll. he�, bc:cn there - al�11y1, 

Here's tt,c lut dMNa I'll leave you wilb. 1l001Cvel1 loved idcu, had goocl idcu. but 
he had. a ffrst-clua &era"1UMIII. tk had a good Ume and be ._;O)'Cd wortin1 with people.
So )'all pya have aot mp workin, toptbcr. We've GOC co pc behind alJ of our crowd; 
we've ,o& t10 wmt tow· eJocdoos. Whalbappcna in 2000, funda!IICnQl�tajuat u imponant 
u �- happened In ' 2 tad '96. because what a �IJ)' doa with tlt pr05peri� i.s j�l u
swn I tat of iC. <Er and � and wlsdum aa wbat It doea wb=n its back i& a,ain1t
the wall.

Somo dly aon-.:JOYwill wrtta •�book on bO',, lbia Hc,wOrleana Dec:luadon .-as 
die fw:M1Ddecian die� ol' IN Jul cqht ,..,._ Tbal'• �c yo« '¥ork at Hyde Parle 
O&Apt kl; .. ' , -� dJ!ldt You can chaago Alrlariat. fcnvw fw lhe bettmr. 

l'vcillall•�I eoald IO tum the •hip ol arate U'OWld. No,.. yo.a've Jot co make 
!»J-.-. ••iU1111,lft die dahi direction,

�-co.aw.-,ou. 
' .;, 

( iJ �w, 1IW't. W'o Q w 1'N,ttl".--.�'--' 
c9 c,.j I- M'-!U. �c.\- Jh..ci<,• o N /

� JJt.!> o. P• lt\ �.J� � 
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Tiw 011.AND DI\LUlOOM 
r1wPnt.iutJIIana. 
Nn YoAK, NJ!W YollJ( 
St1pNltfhsr 11. 200() 

T "'"11< ynu • ...,, much. Ld - say, llm ul' all, KIiiary and I arc dolij:bted to be hen: 
widl an of )'W, and especially you, Edgar, with all of your fmnily, including Edgar, Clltl'lHa. 
and lhf abo'-lr-10.bta 22ftd grandehlld here. They are� an even more important 
teslM.ment w your lite ch.ii this imponam work we '-'Olobtate rooight,

I manic Israel Singer and the World Jcwiab COUDCil IAlldenhip. 61ie Wtc$el, my fellow 
A�.iml reclpiC1Dr.1, especially &naror D'Amaw and Conpunul..each. without whom""'" 
coUld uot have dune our pm, and Stuart .Ei7A:.Dltal. withoul whom l �owd haYe done noch.ing, 
and I thank you 1111. 

f thank the membcni of Lho Israeli 1o�i;mrnco1 � Cablnel who arc here, and � of 
yl)u who han come t"rom around the wood. But 1 would like to say, no1 only u President, 
bui as an l\mclkan, 11 man who fludied Uenun as a stUdent and wem. to Gcmwty aJ a 
youna man in the hupeJ nf teemu11Jm1 my enonnc,usly coa1Uctod !eelin_'I about a c:ounrry 
chat J loved which lutd done somcthlni l bated. 

J-lorelsn Mlnlat.or F11JCber, I bav• mely iD my .life ham as moved III l waa by your 
ocmmemt Lunl&ht. Md I thank you. from the bcxmnt of my bean. 

Ed;v nnco ,aid t"-. "In torcJna the world to face up lO an icly J)llst, we help shape a 
more honon1bJe fucure." I am b<IDored to ha�• been pm of this cndca"fUr, and I have tried to 
lelffl it• leasOft • 

. Wilhln ou.r country, I haw: been Lo Native American saervaliom ud actnowlcdpd 
that the LrU:ltiea we signed -� nellher f'a.ir nor honor.ably kopt In many cases . 

. 1 went to Africa -- io Goree ldand. the Door of No Rcuan - and aaclcnowledpd the 
rc1ponaibil1ry oC the Unlied scauia in buym1 poop� mro 1tave,y. 'I'hJJ is a bud �incss, 
struallng ao ftnd our core of hwmniiy. 

l\s 1:.dgu did, we .,. )llffl) ID an tmn�.Hate ICDSe because Ed&af bcmoahokd }mlary 
h.lc,k in 1996. and said 1 had tQ Jee bim the ncx1 day. And that niaht. she toJd me l had to sec 
h;m the .... day .............. - lllr- WU nallaifta oul Aad I clld "'t Aid.

. '� 
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9> ;; �· ,J � wanr to lhank Hillary" I can't toll you 
how many rtmel she remiadcd me or her mee&lnc, with c,,klcrly :vors all annand the 
world. and hnw many time& &he t:riod l0 Ahlno • lilflt on lbr: ctuesc for 
justice. �o di&ik )CU ,. holpbii me 6i leac ta.igm:.' 

I would lib to say qain •tiihiflnidbt'oal, Senator l>'Amato .,,d Re 
made it po�iblc for us 10 do wbal we did to;cthcr as Americana - no, 
L>emocru,1 bul &1 Americans. Oovcrn.or Palakl and Alilll tfeveai llllU'S y lU1CJ .ttatc 

aovemments all� Amaic&. not a11 ttcpublkans or Democ:rlbl. but •• A,nences. People 
Ukc Paul Volcbr, Lany E-.;Jcbwger, and Stan Chesley, lllJ of Whom �u"ld choose to do 
prdl)' much whatever they .like. chose ini&cad oo spend their tiine and thoir � gc:ncrou.sly 
un mis cau»�-

And I would like to thtnlc Avnaham Bu.rg1 Former Prime Minister: Benjamin N c..unyahu, 
ilnd the ecam.t Prime Minister .Ehl.Id Barak llDd the mrmbct5 of hia guvemmc:nl --..110 have 
supponed du• cau,c after ir had begua earlier Wider a dim.:rcnc adminilL.radoo of a diff04-eu1 
party, not out of pany re.uom. b\lt becauac of hutMruty. And -.a&aln, lel me ny how ,PC"onaUy 

- liifiiul I am�the dedication of Stu Eizlmlat. whu ta Umrally unmatched iu his commiLment
to dome I.he right thing and his wll in �uaUy finding II way t0 gt..-1. il done.

I would like ro cchu what ForeipM"mi.i. l'ischcr Rid abnur thl, Cbman BunJacunzlcr,
Ocrbatd Schroeder. Ho ahowed nrnatkablct Jcadenbip. He showed a genero.Uy 1u1d "
c:Ouragc of memory. 1111d no little amount of pulltical pro&J'1ing. co do whu his co�ntty has
doac. And � UC &r.ateful lO hlin .u well. 

r' Thanks to 11) ot·you, huinanity begins this a.;,_, rnilhnm.ium smndi.ng un l�sbot- ground 
Qf eoarsc1 W& Ct.a never compensate me victin,s Ind their !amities for wlw WU lt,>lll, lt ll
beyUlld our power to reswre life or even to rewrtcc hlsu,iy, B111 we lutvc made prop.ss 
towards scttins bl&lOr)' maigh1. and providlna compcnwfan for IOK or nolcn assets, and 
f � or slave labor. 

We have an apedl)ly Aaad obli1atiClll ro elcterty aurvivah. panh:u.lady lhc: double: 
vietims who CDdurcd llm the Hollk>IIMt and &hen • half Qlfltuty of Gommwu,m. Fur their 
sate. dwa c:an be no denyln1 the pa"' ddlyiri1 \he �on. 

We fflUll 1110 meet our obligatiON to the f uCUR. to 1cclc the rrulh and follow -..� it 
• load$. That's Why it ii 10 (elrlbly lmpor'Tant lbu your eLI'urt.s havo lccl to coanminion.» in lhc
Unltod Sl&LCI and a daicn orhcr nations OJU111Jlnln1 their own lnvolve�r iD lhc haodliog
of usea ,thu ri1htf"1Jy belong to vtcdms or Ute Holocaw.t.. and why It I• 10 lmpcwanl th•i
the hurror of the Holoc:ault never fad• �,n our mr.:mnrles. and lhar we acvt."f lu.o •iaht of
!LS searing lcnon,,
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::...,"7":> \'$'re.� the beginning of thia no ,cntury with all ofils promise)� •till are bes4.1. by ""-

humanity's oldest failtng; the fear olbcr. The fear lltat, 1orneh0w, p&aplc who uo 
cilffcran frc,m us In the color of their In or the "'IIY choy wonbip nre tu be di1tNsi.d,
diJllkcd, hated, dchwmnizud. and ulti 1ely ki11ad. It is a vay alipp.-ry slope, .i.ndccd.

This fear makes Ill vulnctable id two ays, It � 1ociclies vulnerable, u ours �vo
been, to individual crimes of h ... by who cannot. �oa, t.u &rips wlth thcl.r own sense
of fafluro or 5c or inadequacy, and 11(), l'IM sorncooe else.

Not 'iCf'Y lQD" a poor demcntad blamed a Fittplno posw worm, and killed bun
dad in Cuifornia sfwnly a.f\er ho UNIIM8tHIM8 inncx.-c,ot Uttfc Jewish children soil'la to
their school. A litllc bef<R that, a dcmlated pcnon brthc 1JuJwl It it ..-bo said he belonged
to a church thu did not bdieve in God, but believed in wbb:e suproc,uu::y, killed an African.
American buketbtll coach •alkini in his ncigtiborhood tu Chic:az:o, and I.hen shot a yuung
Korean Amcdcan Chrlsdan walking ovt of hiJ �h�h.

JaOlea BynS. dnged to d.eath it1 Tu.as because he was black. Matthew Shepard. •�had
ow on the n,ck or ll fence to die because he wus &•Y• Pc()ple stin cm be quickly brought into
the Jrip of that kind or ison hatred. , &'CJ' + ¼,�L 'I t, ... 

And even more troublin1, w ·cs still can be exp1oi in their fem by
unscrupwous leaden who ,ccJt to convince: mat they ,bouJd
groupa wilbin ar bcyood their midai. lt is ---�--�mo�>:> 
A� and R.u"ian and French troop, £Ctve together fo, pe#Ctl in Balhna, ...._c.

Jsf'lclj rescue te;ams travel ths world to help pcoplo uf every fail!\ �reek• and Twb -� 
help to die out oae another's dead amid the rubble of cart�uak.ea. � me Ji,.�st · · A, it:JI

breakthrough In �etic "imcc tells III tlw 'lie uc an 1uneticaU1 99.9 pc�enl the ••me,
and that wilhln any etbll� pour, the aeneuc dUYcreac61 are ;rcaser Iha.a they ue fToni
;n>UP tu group.

Still. we have not coniplotely teamed a lefison. And, ,un, lYhcn you strip IL all awv.y,
u the root of the not-quhc-ftni1bccl peace a tn � at me: rooc of the c;thnlc and
cribaJ WltS of Africa, at the root of &he um'ote:ma af alDIO$C a mtlllan p.-ople in Koaovu, and
a1. the rooc of the bard, uoresolvcd qoead In the M"add1c Eul, la the rear or lhe ocher,

Here in ourcoaotry, we have 11bd"b c Jfflll 50idea. N we have• Jot to Jo, One of
the reucm J ha'\'C so stro111ty � the hatc glmu lc&lalatfoa tbal is pending In the
Houac 111 thai It pvea ua another chaoce to 11y in America ,a.,e are goi,i; to Ice so of d,e fear
of the ocher. Aacl if 111ybody can't 1� h fo. '" an aol.ai lu r.ab a strong and unuubl;uous
staad a1amist It 10 It will never inffet us u a ,PQOpl• apin.

Jjusl nme back fromArriR where 1 wont to Anuh-, Tanzania to dlO � C"..c:AlW with
Nelson Mandela, to meal •ith all cho panlu, some 2U of tbcm. !n � Burundlan pc.ice



pra:en where. at the be;bming of die lut decade, •ome� bet¥10C11 200,000 &Dd 300.000 
people VJC(e killcid in tho onaoma elbnic ltnleJlc between the Hutu& and the Tut.sis, which 
cosl over 700,000 Jlvca in neiabbomla R 1111anda jt,at a wu� of ycan latet. 

The point rm tcying to mab is, tJ. i• not cnoqh for u. to do ever)(rhinc we can to make 
whale tha ffolocau5r vktlma, ,urvivan Uld their family membto. What we have to do, aU 
of us, to merit the forgiveness of the Ahnighty, i1 lo rOOl out the cancer which save It li� 
when:vCf' we find it. For it ii 1101 sormddn1 that wu locali1.ed in Germany. I low nwiy 
nation• cwi thank God that ,, a panicularly vulnerable point in their history, they did not 
produce a Hitler, or, Ood forbid. they ml&ht have done: the same thing. 

And so I say ro you. we have to fi1bt this everywhere. Wo can't aivo up on the liaJlc&ns 
and let them 10 back to slaugbtcsriaa each other bKauao somc ara Mu11im and some arc 
C>nhodo" Clvistiara and ,orne ate Catholics. And we can.not aiv• up on the Middle Ease 
untJl the whole thing· la done. 

Sev� of you have come up fO me umishJ. and said. well, what do you think now. 
what's going to happen? I uy, well. I'm pnuy optimistic, Tho Speaker of the Kncucl said. 
ab, yes. but lhal'I you)' n•Nre, everyone kno.ws it. l'bc INrh is. we have come lo a painf uJ 
choice hctwecn condnaed confrohtadon and a chance co move beyond vio1cnce to build ju.st 
and "!Muns peace. 

Ukc all life's chances, �hi• ono is flesctlng. And the easy risks have alt boell �n 
illrc&dy. 

I think it's imporomt to remind ourselves llw tbe Middle Iiut brou1bt form tho world's 
three pat monorhc� reqioa1. each taUin1 UA we mu.t n,copw: OUT' common humanity, 
we must love our neighbor u ounelves, if w• Nm aside a straJlF, il 11 a, if \tole tum 11si� 
the most high God. 

But when the pul ts piled bilh with hurt.11\d batnd. tbac is a hud loasc,n to live by. We 
cannot undo put wrong, in the MiddJe Bast, eith«. But• are never withou, the po"lller t.o 
right them to some extcat. And the awgglc you haw wapd anc1 w011 hero for restlwtion, 
the struulc _. honor toa.ipa. shows &hat lbe don la alway, wontt makin,. 

1 thank you ro.- 1up,ard111 that 1ood work. l salute you for what you hia.vc 
ac:campluhcd. But J '911lmd you; the demon lhat bu driven ■o much dmneu since the 
dawn of human hiatory hu aor yet quir.e been Ppuqed from die human soul. And we 1111 
stl11 bave work to du, 

Thank you aJld Ood bl� 10'i· 

l 
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r. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 

Americans:
We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history.

Never before has our nation enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity and social progress 

wi± so lilllc internal crisis and so few external threats. Never before have we had such a 

blessed opportunity—and, therefore, such a profound obligation—to build the more perfect 

union of our founders’ dreams.
We begin the new century with over 20 million new jobs; the fastest economic growth 

in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rates in 30 years; the lowest poverty rates 

in 20 years; the lowest African American and Hispanic unemployment rates on record; the 

first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years.
And next month, America will achieve the longest period of economic growth in our 

entire history.

We have built a new economy.
Our economic revolution has been matched by a revival of the American spirit: crime, 

down by 20 percent, to its lowest level in 25 years; teen births, down seven years in a row; 

adoptions, up by 30 percent; welfare rolls, cut in half to their lowest levels in 30 years. 

My fellow Americans, the state of our union is the strongest it has ever been. 

As always, the real credit belongs to the American people. My gratitude also goes 

to those of you in this chamber who have worked with us to put progress over ■ 

partisanship.
Right years ago, it was not so clear to most Americans there would be much to celebrate 

in the year 2000. Then our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, political 

gridlock. The title of a best-selling book asked: “America: What Went Wrong?” 

In the best traditions of our nation, Americans determined to set things right. We 

restored the vital center, replacing outmoded ideologies with a new vision anchored in 

basic, enduring values: opportunity for all, responsibility from all, a community of all 

Americans We reinvented government, transforming it into a catalyst for uew ideas that 
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..DSo, lonight, let us take our long look ahead—and set great goals

<?0TU 2

stress both opportunity and responsibility, and give our people the tools they need to 

solve their own problems.
With the smallest federal work force in 40 years, we turned record deficits into 

record surpluses, and doubled our investment in education. We cut crime, with 100,000 

community police and the Brady law, which has kept guns out of the hands of half a 

million criminals.
We ended welfare as we knew it—requiring work while protecting health care and 

nutrition for children, and investing more in child care, transportalion, and housing to help 

their parents go to work. We’ve helped parents to succeed at home and at work, with family 

leave, which 20 million Americans have now used to care for a newborn child or a sick 

loved one. We’ve engaged 150,000 young Americans in citizen service through AmeriCorps, 

while helping them earn money for college.
In 1992, we had a road map; today, wc have results.
Even more important, America again has the confidence to dream big dreams. We must 

not let this confidence drift into complacency. For we will be judged by the dreams and 

deeds wc pass on to our children. And on that score, wc will be held to a high standard, 

indeed—because our chance to do good is so great.
My fellow Americans, we have crossed the bridge we built to the 21 st century. Now, we 

must shape a 21st century American revolution—of opportunity, responsibility and 

community. We must be now, as we were in the beginning, a new nation.

At the dawn of the last century, Theodore Roosevelt said, "the one characteristic more 

essential than any other is foresight...it should be the growing nation with a future that 

takes the long look ahead.QSo, tonight, let us take our long look ahead—and set great goals 

for our nation. '
To 21st century America, let us pledge these things;

Every child will begin school ready to leam and graduate ready to succeed.
Every family will be able to succeed at home and at work, and no child will be raised in 

poverty.
We will meet the challenge of the aging of America,
We will assure quality, affordable health care, at last, for all Americans.

We will make America the safest big country on Earth.

We will pay off our national debt for the first time since 1835.

We will bring prosperity to every American community.
We will reverse the course of climate change and leave a safer, cleaner planet.
America will lead the world toward shared peace and prosperity, and the far frontiers of 

science and technology.
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The lesson of our history — and the lesson of the last seven years — is that great goals are

colleague, my first Secretary of the Treasury, led that effort and sparked our long boom.

our great goals.

our

These are great goals, worthy of a great nation. We will not reach them all this year. Not 

even in this decade. But we will reach them. Let us remember that the first American 

Revolution was not won with a single shot; the continent was not settled in a single year. 

The lesson of our history — and the lesson of the last seven years — is that great goals are 

reached step by step, always building on our progress, always gaining ground.

Of course, you can’t gain ground if you’re standing still. And for too long this Congress 

has been standing still on some of our most pressing national priorities. So let s begin tomght

11/16/00 THU 06:20 FAX 0116232381562

implore you — to raise the minimum wage.

I asked that we mcefour responsibility to the next generation by maintaining our fiscal 

discipline. Because we refused to stray from that path, we are <  ’

preserving two of the most important guarantees we make to every American—Social

safety legislation. I ask you to pass campaign finance reform. I ask you to vote up or 
down on judicial nominations and other important appointees. And, again I ask you — I 

implore you — to raise the minimum wage.
Now, two years ago, as we reached across party 1 ines to reach our first balanced budget, 

. • . . . ?  _ — _ — ♦'1 ««A

doing comfit King that would 
haJcs^id unimaginable seven years ago. We are actuaUy paying down the national debt. 

Lf we stay on this path, we can pay down the debt entirely in just 13 years and make 

America debt-free for the first time since Andrew Jackson was President in 1835. 

In 1993, we began to put our fiscal house in order with the Deficit Reduction Act, 

which you’ll all remember won passage in both Houses by just a single vote. Your former 

coUeague, my first Secretary of the Treasury, led that effort and sparked our long boom. 

He’s here with us tomght. Lloyd Bentsen. you have served America well, and we thank you. 

Beyond paying off the debt, we must ensure that the benefits of debt reduction go to 
preserving two of the most important guarantees wc make to every American—Social 

Security and Medicare. Tonight, I ask you to work with me to make a bipartisan down 

payment on Social Security reform by crediting the interest savings from debt reduction to 

the Social Security Trust Fund so that it will be strong and sound for the next 50 years. 
But this is just the start of our journey. We must also take the right steps toward reaching

First md foremost, we need a 21st century revolution in education, guided by our faith 

that every single child can learn. Because education is more than ever the key to our children’s 

future, we must make sure all our children have that key. That means quality pre-school and 

after-school, the best trained teachers in the classroom, and college opportunities for all 

children.

with them.
Again, I ask you to pass a real patients’ bill of rights. I ask you to pass common-sense 

gun s;

And we will become at last what our founders pledged us to be so long ago — one 

nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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responsibility investing more, but demanding more in turn. Reading, math, college

have sent Congress a reform plan based on that formula. It holds states and school districts

the chance to meet high standards.

quality initiative—to recruit more talented people into the classroom, reward good teachers

there are 1,700.1 ask you now to help us meet our goal of3,000 charter schools by next year.

at least one Internet connection.

for staying there, and give all teachers the training they need.
We know charter schools provide real public school choice. When I became President,

which boost achievement and keep people off the streets and out of trouble. If we 

do this, we can give every single child in every failing school in America every one

' Since'1993, we’ve nearly doubled our investment in Head Start and improved its quality. 

Tonight, I ask you for another $1 billion for Head Start, the largest increase in the history of 

the program.
We know that chUdren learn best in smaller classes with good teachers. For two years in

there was just one independent public charter school in all America. Today, thanks to you, 

there are 1,700.1 ask you now to help us meet our goal of3,000 charter schools by next year.
We know we must connect all our classrooms to the Internet, and we’re getting there. In 

1994 only 3 percent of our classrooms were connected. Today, with the help of the Vice 

President’s E-rate program, more than half of them are. And 90 percent of our schools have 

at least one Internet connection.
But we cannot finish the job when a third of all our schools are in serious disrepair.

Many of them have walls and wires so old, they’re I----------------------
propose to help 5,000 schools a year make immediate and urgent repairs; and to help build 

or modernize 6,000 more, to get students out of traders and into high-tech classrooms.

For seven years now, we’ve worked hard to improve our schools, with opportunity and 
a. .« 4

entrance scores are up. Some of the most impressive gains arc in schools in very poor 

neighborhoods.
All successful schools have followed the same proven formula: higher standards, more 

accountability, and extra help so children who need it can get it to reach those standards. I 

have sent Congress a reform plan based on that formula. It holds states and school districts 

accountable for progress, and rewards (hem for results. Each year, our national government 
invests more than $15 billion in our schools. It is time to support what works and stop 

supporting what doesn’t.
Now, as we demand more from our schools, we should also invest more in our schools. 

Let’s double our investment to help states and districts turn around their worst-performing 

schools, or shut them down. Let’s double our investments in aftcr-school and summer school 

programs, 

the program.
We know that children learn best in smaller classes with good teachers. For two years in 

a row. Congress has supported my plan to hire 100,000 new qualified teachers to lower 

class size in the early grades. I thank you for that, and I ask you to make it three m a row. 
And to make sure all teachers know the subjects they leach, tonight I propose a new teacher

Many of them have walls and wires so old, they’re loo old for the Internet. So tonight, I 

propose 1
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I ask all of you co help me double our bipartisan GEAR UP program, which provides 

mentors for disadvantaged young people. If we double it, we can provide mentors for 1.4 

million of them. Let’s also offer these kids from disadvantaged backgrounds the same chance 

to take tire camp, college test-prep courses wealthier students use to boost their test scores.

To make the American Dream achievable for all, we must make college affordable for 

all. For seven years, on a bipartisan basis, we have taken action toward that goal: larger Pell 

grants, more affordable student loans, education IRAs, and our HOPE scholarships, which 

have already benefilted 5 million young people.
Now, 67 percent of high school graduates are going on to college. That’s up 10 percent since 

1993. Yet millions of families still strain to pay college tuition. They need help. So I propose a 

landmark $30-bi.ll.ion college opportunity tax cut—a middle class tax deduction for up to $ 10,000 

hi college tuition costs. The previous actions of this Congress have already made two years of 

college affordable for all. It’s lime to make four years of college affordable for all

If we take all these steps, we’ll move a long way toward making sure every child starts 

school ready to learn and graduates ready to succeed.
Wc need a 21st century revolution to reward work and strengthen families, by giving 

every parent the tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all — raising 

children. That means making sure every family has health care and the support to care for 

aging parents, the tools to bring their children up right, and that no child grows up in poverty.

From my first days as President, we’ve worked to give families better access to better 

health care. Tn 1997, we passed the Children’s Health Insurance Program — CHIP — so 

that workers who don’t have coverage through their employers at least can get it for their 

children. So far, we’ve enrolled 2 million children; we’re well on our way to our goal of 5 

million.
But there are still more than 40 million of our fellow Americans without health insurance 

than there were in 1993. Tonight I propose that we follow Vice President Gore’s 

suggestion to make low income parents eligible for the insurance that covers their children. 

Together with our children’s initiative, this action would enable us to cover nearly a quarter 

of all the uninsured people in America.
Again, I want to ask you to let people between the ages of 55 and 65 — the fastest 

growing group of uninsured — buy into Medicare. And ttiis year I propose to give them a 

tax credit to make that choice an affordable one. I hope you will support that, as well.

When the baby boomers retire. Medicare will be faced with caring for twice as 

many of our citizens. Yet, it is far from ready to do so. My generation must not ask our 

children’s generation to shoulder our burden. We simply must act now to strengthen 

and modernize Medicare. '
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My budget includes a comprehensive plan co reform Medicare, to make it more efficient 
and competitive. And it dedicates nearly $400 billion of our budget suq,lus to keep Medicare 
solvent past 2025. And, at long last, it also provides funds to give every senior a voluntary 
choice of affordable coveraae for prcscripti0t1 dru,s. 

Lifesaving drugs are an indispensable part of modem medicine. No one creating a 
Medicare program today would even think of excluding coverage for prescription drugs. 
Yet more than three in flve of our seniors now lack dependable drug coverage which can 
lengthen and enrich their lives. Millions of older Americans who need prescription drugs 

the most pay the highest prices for them. In good conscience, we cannot let another year 
pass without extendin& to all out seniors this lifeli.oe of affordable prescription drugs. 

Record numbers of Americans are providing for agina or a.ilina loved ones at bo1nc. It's 
a loving, but a difficult and often very expensiv\choice. Last year, l proposed a $1,000 tax
credit for lona-term care. Frankly. it waso'c enough. This year, let's triple it, Lo $3,000. Bul 
this year. let's pass it 

We also have to make needed investments to expand access to mental health care. I 
wa.ut to take a moment to thank the person who led our first White House Conference on 
Mental Health wt year, and who for seven years has led all our efforts to break down the 

barriers to decent treatment of people with mental illness. Thimk you, Tipper Gore. 
Taken together, these proposals would mark the largest illvestment in health care in the 

35 years since Medicare was created - the largest invgstment in 35 years. That would be a 

big step toward assuring quality health care for all Americans, young and old. I ask you to 

cmb.racc thcru and pass them. 
We mu,t also make investments that reward work and support families. Nothing does 

that better than the Earned Income Tax Credit - the BITC. The ''E'' in the BITC is about 
earning, working, Wdng responsibility and being rewarded for it. ln my very first address 
to you, I asked Congress to greatly expand this credit And you did. As a TCSUlt. in 1998 

alone, the EITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans work their way out of poverty 
toward the middle class. That's double the number in 1993. 

Tonight. I propose another major expansioo of the EITC: to reduce the maniage penalty, 
to make sure it rewards mmiage as it rewards worJc- and also, to expand the tax credit for 
famHies that have more than two children. It punishes people with mare than two children 
today. Our proposal would allow families with three or more children to get up to $1,100 
more in tax relief. These are worlcin1 families; their children should not be in poverty. 

We also can't reward wo.rk and family unleas mm md women get equal pay for equal 
work. Today, the female uncmploymcnl T1l1C is lhc lowest it has been in 46 years. Yet. women 
still only earn about 75 cents fur cvcey dollar men earn. We must do better, by providing the 
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resources to enforce present equal pay laws; tnining more women for bigh-payina, high­
tech jobs; and passing the Paycheck Pai mess Act. 

Many working parents spend up to a quarter of their income on child care. Last year, we 
helped parents provide child care for about 2 mlllion children. My child care initiative, 
before you now, along with funds already secured in welfare reform, would make child care 
better, safer and more affordable for another 400,000 children. I ask you to pass that. 

For bard-pressed middle-income families, we should also expand the child care tax 
credit. And I believe strongly we should take the next big step and make that ta.x credit 
refundable for low-incotne farmHcs. For people making UDder $30,000 a year, that could 
mean up to $2,400 for child care costs. We ail say we're pro-work and pro-family. Passing 
this proposal would prove it 

Tens of millions of Americans live &om paycheck lO paycheck. As hard as they work, 
they slill. tlon'L have the opportunity to save. Too few can IIlilke use of IRAs and 401-K 
plans. We should do more to help all working families save and accumulate wealth. 1bat's 
the idea behind the Individual Development Accounts, the IDAa. I u.k. you to tale that iclca 
to a new level, with new R.eti.rement Savings Accouuts that enable every low- and moderate­
income family in America to save, for relinsmenl, a first home, a medical eme1-sency, or a 
college education. I propose to match their contnlmtions, however small, dollar for dollar, 
every year they save. And I propose to give a major new tax credit to any small business th.at 
will provide a meaningful pension to 1ts workers. Those people ought to have �tirement 
along with the rest of us. 

Nearly one in three American children grows up without a father. These children arc 
five times more likely to live in poverty than children with both parents at home. Clearly, 
demanding and supporting responsible fatherhood is critical to lifting all children out of 
poverty. We've doubled child support collections since 1992. And rm proposing to you 
tough new measures to hold still more fatht.rs responsible. 

But we should rccog1tizc that a lot of fathers want to do right by their children, but need 
help to do iL Carlos Rosas,of St Paul, Mmnesota, wanted to do tight by his son, and he got 
the help to do it. Now he's Jot a sood job and he supports bia .little boy. My budget will help 
40,000 more fathers mab the same choice& Carlos Rosas did. I thank trim for being here 
tonight Stand up, Carlos. Thank you. 

If the.re is my smgle issue on which we should be able to reach across party lines, it is 
in our common commitment to reward work and strengthen families, similar to what we 
did last year. We cune togethu to �lp people with disabilities keep their health insurance 
when they go to work. Tb.anka to overwhelming bipartisan support from this Congress, 
we have improved foster care. We've helped those young people who leave it when they 
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turn 18, and we have dramatically increased the number of foster care children going into 

adoptive homes. I thank all of you for that.
Of course, I am forever grateful to the person who has led our efforts from the beginning, 

and who’s worked so tirelessly for children and families for 30 years now: my wife, Hillary.

If we take the steps I’ve just discussed, we can go a long way toward empowering 

parents to succeed at home and at work, and ensuring that no child is raised in poverty.

We can make these vital investments in health care, education, support for working 

families, and still offer tax cuts to help pay for college, for retirement, to care for aging 

parents, to reduce the marriage penalty. We can do these things without forsaking the path 

of fiscal discipline that got us to this point tonight
Indeed, wc must make these investments and these tax cuts in the context of a balanced 

budget that strengthens and extends the life of Social Security and Medicare and pays down 

the national debt.
Crime in America has dropped for the past seven years — that’s the longest decline on 

record — thanks to a national consensus we helped to forge on community police, sensible 

gun safety laws, and effective prevention. But nobody believes wc’rc safe enough. So again, 

I ask you to set a higher goal. Let’s make this country the safest big country in the world.

Last fall. Congress supported my plan to hire, in addition to the 100,000 community 

police we’ve already funded, 50,000 more, concentrated in high-crime neighborhoods. I 

ask your continued support for that.
Soon after the Columbine tragedy. Congress considered common-sense gun legislation, 

to require Brady background checks at the gun shows, child safety locks for new handguns, 

and a ban on the importation of large-capacity ammunition clips. With courage — and a tie- 

breaking vote by the Vice President — the Senate faced down the gun lobby, stood up for 

the American people, and passed this legislation. But the House failed to follow suit
Now, we have all seen what happens when guns fall into the wrong hands. Daniel 

Mauser was only 15 years old when he was gunned down at Columbine. He was an amazing 

kid — a straight-A student, a good skier. Like all parents who lose their children, his father 

Tom has home unimaginable grief. Somehow he has found the strength to honor his son by 

transforming his grief into action. Earlier this month, he took a leave of absence from his 

job to fight for tougher gun safety laws. I pray that his courage and wisdom will at long last 

move this Congress to make common-sense gun legislation the very next order of business. 

Tom Mauser, stand up. We thank you for being here tonight.
We must strengthen our gun laws and better enforce those already on the books. Federal 

gun crime prosecutions arc up 16 percent since I took office. But wc must do more. I propose 

to hire more federal and local gun prosecutors and more ATF agents to crack down on 
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\,ar for opportunit)Qand able to worK.
Tonight I ask youjet’s put them to work. For business, it’s the smart thing to do. For

America, it’s the right thing to do. And let me ask you something — if we don’t do this now, 

when will we ever get around to it?
I ask Con grass to give businesses the same incentives to invest in America’s new markets 

they now have to invest in markets overseas. Tonight, 1 propose a large New Markets tax

illegal gun traffickers and bad-apple dealers. And we must give them the enforcement tools 

that they need, tools to trace every gun and every bullet used in every gun crime in the 

United States. I ask you to help us do that.
Every state in this country already requires hunters and automobile drivers to have a 

license. 1 think they ought to do the same thing for handgun purchases. Specifically, I propose 

a plan to ensure that all new handgun buyers must first have a photo license from their state 

showing they passed the Brady background check and a gun safety course, before they get 

the gun. I hope you’ll help me pass that in this Congress.
Listen to this — the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 in the United States 

is nine times higher than in the other 25 industrialized countries combined. Technologies 

now exist that could lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. I ask 

Congress to fund research into smart gun technology, to save these children’s lives. I ask 

responsible leaders in the gun industry to work with us on smart guns, and other steps to 

keep guns out of the wrong hands, to keep our children safe.
Every parent I know worries about the impact of violence in the media on their 

children. I want to begin by thanking the entertainment industry for accepting my 

challenge to put voluntary ratings on TV programs and video and Internet games. But, 

frankly, the ratings are too numerous, diverse and confusing to be really useful to parents. 

So tonight, I ask the industry to accept the First Lady’s challenge to develop a single 

voluntary rating system for all children’s entertainment that is easier for parents to 

understand and enforce.
The steps I have just outlined will take us well on our way to making America the safest 

big country in the world.
To keep our historic economic expansion going, we need a 21st century revolution to 

open new markets, start new businesses, hire new workers right here in America - in our 

inner cities, poor rural areas, and Native American reservations.
Our nation’s prosperity hasn’t yet reached these places. Over the last six months, I’ve 

traveled to a lot of them, joined by many of you, and many far-sighted business people, to 

shin^ a spotlight on the enormous potential in communities from Appalachia to the Mississippi 

Delta, from Watts to the Pine Ridge Reservation. Everywhere I go, I meet talented people 

eager for opportunitjqand able to work.
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credit and other incentives to spur $22 billion in private-sector capital to create new businesses 

and new investments in our inner cities and rural areas.
Because empowerment zones have been creating these opportunities for five years now, 

I also ask you to increase incentives to invest in them and to create more of them.

This is not a Democratic or a Republican issue. Giving people a chance to live their 

dreams is an American issue.
Mr. Speaker, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined Reverend 

Jesse Jackson and me in your home state of Illinois, and committed to working toward our 

common goal, by combining the best ideas from both sides of the aisle. I want to thank you 

again, and to tell you, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to working with you. This is a worthy 

joint endeavor.
I also ask you to make special efforts to address the areas of our nation with the highest 

rates of poverty — our Native American reseivations and the Mississippi Delta. My budget 

includes a $110-million initiative to promote economic development in the Delta, and a 

billion dollars to increase economic opportunity, health care, educatioynd law enforcement 

for our Native American communities. We should begin this new century by honoring our 

historic responsibility to empower the first Americans. And I want to thank the leaders and 

the members from both parties who’ve expressed to me an interest in working with us on 

these efforts. They arc profoundly important.
There’s another part of our American community in trouble tonight—our family fanners. 

When I signed die Farm Bill in 1996,1 said there was great danger it would work well in 
good tin™, but not in bad. WeU, droughts, floods, and historically low prices have made 

these tirnfts very bad for fanners. We must work together to strengthen the farm safety net, 

invest in land conservation, and create some new markets for them by expanding our programs 

for bio-based fuels and products.
Opportunity for all requires something else today—having access to a computer and 

knowing how to use it. That means we must close the digital divide between those who have 

the tools and those who don’t.
Connecting classrooms and libraries to the Internet is crucial, but it’s just a start. My 

budget ensures that all new teachers are trained to teach 21st century skills, and it creates 

technology in 1,000 communities to serve adults. This spring. I’ll invite high-tech

leaders to join me on another New Markets tour, to close the digital divide and open 

opportunities for our people.
I want to thank the high-tech companies that already are doing so much in this area. 1 

hope the new tax incentives I have proposed will get the rest of them to join us. This is a 

national crusade. We have got.to do this, and do it quickly.
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Again I say to you, these are steps. But step by stop, we can go a long way toward our 

goal of bringing opportunity to every community.
To realize die full possibilities of this economy, we must reach beyond our own borders, 

to shape the revolution that is tearing down barriers and building new networks among 
nations and individuals, and economies and cultures: globalization. It’s the central reality of 

our time.
Of course, change this profound is both liberating and threatening to people. But there’s 

no turning back. And our open, creative society stands to benefit more than any other—if 

we understand, and act on, the realities of interdependence. We have to be at the center of 

every vital global network, as a good neighbor and a good partner. We have to recognize 

that we cannot build our future without helping others to build theirs.
The first thing we have to do is to forge a new consensus on trade. Now, those of us who 

believe passionately in the power of open trade have to ensure that it lifts both our living
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standards and our values, never tolerating abusive child labor or a race to the bottom in the 

environment and worker protection. But others must recognize that open markets and rule­
based trade are the best engines we know of for raising living standards, reducing global 

poverty and environmental destruction, and assuring the free flow of ideas.
I believe as strongly tonight as I did the first day I got here, the only direction for 

America on trade is to keep going forward. I ask you to help me forge that consensus.
We have to make developing economics our partners in prosperity. That’s why I would 

ask you again to finalize our groundbreaking African and Caribbean Basin trade initiatives.

Globalization is about more than economics. Our purpose must be to bring the world 

together around freedom and democracy and peace, and to oppose those who would tear it 

apart Here arc the fundamental challenges I believe America must meet to shape the 21st 

century world.
First we must continue to encourage our former adversaries, Russia and China, to emerge 

as stable, prosperous, democratic nations. Both are being held back today from reaching 

their full potential: Russia by the legacy of communism, an economy in turmoil, a cruel and 

self-defeating war in Chechnya; China by die illusion that it can buy stability at the expense 

of freedom.
But think how much lias changed in the past decade: 5,000 former Soviet nuclear weapons 

taken out of commission; Russian soldiers serving with ours in the Balkans: Russian people 

electing their leaders for the first time in a thousand years; and in China, an economy more 

open to the world than ever before.
Of course, no one can know for sure what direction these great nations will take. But 

we do know for sure that we can choose what we do. And we should do everything in our
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power to increase the chance that they will choose wisely, to be constructive members of 

our global community.
That’s why we should support those Russians who are struggling for a democratic, 

prosperous future; continue to reduce both our nuclear arsenals; and help Russia to safeguard 

weapons and materials (hat remain.

And that’s why I believe Congress should support the agreement we negotiated to bring 

China into the WTO, by passing Permanent Normal Trade Relations with China as soon as 

possible this year.
I think you ought to do it for two reasons. First of all, our markets are already open to 

China; this agreement will open China’s markets to us. Second, it will plainly advance the 

cause of peace in Asia and promote the cause of change in China. No, we don’t know where 

it’s going. All we can do is decide what we’re going to do. But, when all is said and done, 

we need to know we did everything we possibly could to maximize the chance that China 

will choose the right future.
A second challenge we’ve got is to protect our own security from conflicts that pose the 

risk of wider war and threaten our common humanity. We can’t prevent every conflict or 

slop every outrage. But where our interests are ar stake and we can make a difference, wc 

should be, and we must be, peacemakers.
We should be proud of our role in bringing the Middle East closer to a lasting peace; 

building peace in Northern Ireland; working for peace in East Timor and Africa; promoting 

reconciliation between Greece and Turkey and in Cyprus; working to defuse these crises 

between India and Pakistan; defending human rights and religious freedom.

We should be proud of the men and women of our Armed Farces and those of our allies 

who stopped the ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, enabling a million people to return to their 

homes.
When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his terror on Kosovo, Captain John Chcrrey was 

one of the brave airmen who turned the tide. And when another American plane was shot 

down over Serbia, he flew into the teeth of enemy air defenses to bring his fellow pilot 

home. Thanks to our Armed Forces’ skill and bravery, we prevailed in Kosovo without 

losing a single American in combat. I want to introduce Captain Cheney to you. We honor 

Captain Cheney, and wc promise you, Captain, we’ll finish the job you began.

A third challenge we have is to keep this inexorable march of technology from giving 

tenorists and potentially hostile nations the means to undermine our defenses. Keep in 

mind, the same technological advances that have shrunk cell phones to fit in the palms of 

our hands can also make weapons of terror easier to conceal and easier to use.
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We must meet this threat by making effective agreements to restrain nuclear and missile 

programs in North Korea: curbing the flow of lethal technology to Iran; preventing Iraq 

frrvm thraatHning its neighbors; increasing our preparedness against chemical and biological 

attack; protecting our vital computer systems from hackers and criminals; and developing a 

system to defend against new missile threats — while working to preserve our ABM missile 

treaty with Russia. We must do all these things.
I predict that, when most of us are long gone, but some time in the next 10 to 20 years, 

the major security threat this country will face will come from the enemies of the nation 

state: the narco-traffickers and the terrorists and the organized criminals, who will be worki ng 

together, with increasing access to ever-more sophisticated chemical and biological weapons.

I want to thank the Pentagon and others for doing what they’ re doing right now to try to 

help protect us and plan for that, so that our defenses will be strong. I ask for your support 

to ensure they can succeed.
I also want to ask you for a constructive bipartisan dialogue this year to work to build a 

consensu^which I hope will eventually lead to die ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear 

Test Ban Treaty.
I hope we can also have a constructive effort to meet the challenge that is presented to 

our planet by the huge gulf between rich and poor. We cannot accept a world in which part 

nf humanity lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, and the rest live on the bare edge 

of survival. I think we have to do our part to change that — with expanded trade, expanded 

aid, and the expansion of freedom.
From Nigeria to Indonesia, more people got the right to choose their leaders in 1999 

than in 1989, when the Berli n Wall fell. We’ve got to stand by these democracies—including, 

and especially tonight, Colombia, which is fighting narco-traffickers, for its own people’s 

lives and our children’s lives. I have proposed a strong two-year package to help Colombia 

win this fight I want to thank the leaders in both parties in both Houses for listening to me 

and the President of Colombia about it. We have to pass this. I ask your help. It’s so important 

for the long-term stability of our country, and for what happens in Latin America.

I also want you to know I’m going to send you new legislation to go after what these 

drug barons value the most — their money. 1 hope you’ll pass that as well.

In a world where over a billion people live on less than a dollar a day, we also have to 

do our part in the global endeavor to reduce the debts of the poorest countries, so they can 

invest in education, health care and economic growth. That’s what the Pope and other religious 
leaders have urged us to do. Last year, Congress made a down payment on America’s share. 

I thank you for what you did, and ask you to stay the course.
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who sits, and who claps and who doesn’t, that there are still modest differences of opinion 

in this room. But I want to thank you for something, every one of you. I want to thank you 

for the extraordinary support you have given — Republicans and Democrats alike to our 

men and women in uniform.
I also want to thank, especially, two people. First, I want to thank our Secretary of 

Defense, Bill Cohen, for symbolizing our bipartisan commitment to national security. Thank 

you, sir. Even more, I want to thank his wife, Janet, who, more than any other Amencan 

citizen, has tirelessly traveled this world to show the support we all feel for our troops. 

Thank you, Janet Cohen.
These are the challenges we have to meet so that we can lead the world toward peace 

and freedom in an era of globalization.
I am very grateful for many things as President But one of the things I'm most grateful 

for is the opportunity that the Vice President and 1 have had to finally put to rest the bogus 

idea that you cannot grow the economy and protect the environment at the same time.

As our economy has grown, we’ve rid more than 500 neighborhoods of toxic waste, 

and ensured cleaner air and water for millions of people. In the past three months alone, 

we’ vc helped preserve 40 million acres of roadless lands in the national forests, and created 

three new national monuments.
But as our communities grow, our commitment to conservation must continue to

grow. Tonight, I propose creating a permanent conservation fund, to restore wildlife, 

protect coastlines, save natural treasures, from the California redwoods to the Florida 

Everglades.

America also must help more nations to break the bonds of disease. Last year in 

Africa, 10 times as many people died from AIDS as were killed in wars — 10 times. 

The budget I give you invests $150 million more in the fight against this and other 

infectious killers. And today, I propose a tax credit to speed the development of vaccines 

for diseases like malaria, TB and AIDS. I ask the private sector and our partners around 

the world to join us in embracing this cause. We can save millions of lives together, and 

we ought to do it.
Our final challenge, as always, is the most important I ask you to pass a national security 

budget that keeps our military the best-trained and best-equipped in the world, with heightened 

readiness and 21st century weapons; which raises salaries for our servicemen and women; 

which protects our veterans; which fully funds the diplomacy that keeps our soldiers out of 

war; which makes good on our commitment to pay our U.N. dues and arrears.
I also want to say something, if I might, very personal tonight. The American people 

watching us at home, with the help of all the commentators, can tell from who stands and
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economy, it is not true anymore. New technologies make it possible to cut harmful emissions 

and. provide even more growth.
For example, just last week, automakers unveiled cars that get 70 to 80 miles a gallon— 

the fruits of a unique research partnership between government and industry. Before you 

know it, efficient production of bio-fuels will give us the equivalent of hundreds of miles 

from a gallon of gasoline.
To speed innovation in these kinds of technologies, I think we should give a major tax 

incentive to business for the production of clean energy, and to families for buying energy­

saving homes and appliances and the next generation of super-efficient cars when they hit 
tire showroom floor. I also ask the auto industry to use the available technologies to make 

all new cars more fuel-efficient right away.

This Lands Legacy endowment would represent by far the most enduring investment in 

land preservation ever proposed in this House. This is a gift we should give to our children 

and our grandchildren for all time, across party lines. We can make an agreement to do this.

Last year, the Vice President launched anew effort to make communities more liberal— 

livable—liberal, 1 know. Wait a minute, I’ve got apunchline now. That’s this year’s agenda; 

last year was livable, right? That’s what Senator Lott is going to say in the commentary 

afterwards. To make our communities more livable. This is a big issue. What does it mean? 

You ask anybody that lives in an unlivable community, and they’ll tell you. They want their 

kids to grow up next to parks, not parking lots; the parents not to spend all their time stalled 

in traffic when they could be home with their children.
Tonight, I ask you to support new funding for the following things, to make American 

communities more liberal—livable. I’ve done pretty well with this speech, but I can’t say 

that.
We need iw funding for advanced transit systems. We need more funding for saving 

open spaces in places of heavy development And we need more funding for helping major 

cities around the Great Lakes protect their waterways and enhance their quality of life. We 

need these things and I want you to help us.
The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. The scientists 

tell us the 1990s were the hottest decade of the entire millennium. If we fail to reduce the 

emission of greenhouse gases, deadly heat waves and droughU will become more frequent, 

coastal areas will flood, and economies will be disrupted. That is going to happen, unless 

we act.
Many people in the United States—some people in this chamber—and lots of folks 

around the world still believe you cannot cut greenhouse gas emissions without slowing 

economic growth. In the Industrial Age that may well have been true. But in this digital
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And I ask this Congress to do something else. Please help us make more of our clean

energy technology available to the developing world. That will create cleaner growth abroad

ize that federal tax dollars have funded much of this research, and that this and
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and advances in the economy. Later this year, researchers will complete the first draft of the 

entire human genome, the very blueprint of life. It is important for all our fellow A mencans 
to recognize that federal tax dollars have funded much of this research, and that this and 

other wise investments in science are leading to a revolution in our ability to detect, treat, 

and prevent disease.
For example, researchers have identified genes that cause Parkinson’s, diabetes, and

and a lot more new jobs here in the United States of America.
In the new century, innovations in science and technology will be the key not only to 

the health of the environment, but to miraculous improvements in the quality of our lives

every citizen’s medical records. This year, we will finalize those rules. We’ve also taken the 

first steps to protect the privacy of bank and credit card records and other financial statement.

and prevent disease.
For example, researchers have identified genes that cause Parkinson’s, diabetes, and 

certain kinds of cancer. Now, they are designing precision therapies that will block the 

harmful effect of these genes for good. Researchers are already using this new technique to 

target and destroy cells that cause breast cancer. Soon, wc may be able to use it to prevent 

the onset of Alzheimer’s. Scientists are also working on an artificial retina to help many 

..______J —; -k™ ik.^1 Ximetlv stimulate damaged suinal cords in a

of the weight; and molecular computers the size of a tear drop with the power of today’s 

fastest supercomputers.
To accelerate the march of discovery across all these disciplines in science and 

technology, I ask you to support my recommendation of an unprecedented $3 billion in the 

21 st Century Research Fund—the largest increase in civilian research in a generation. We 

owe it to our future.
Now, these new breakthroughs have to be used in ways that reflect our values. First and 

foremost, we have to safeguard our citizens’ privacy. Last year, we proposed to protect

Soon I will send legislation to you to finish that job. We must also act to prevent any genetic 

discrimination whatever-by employers or insurers. I hope you will support that.

blind people to see and microchips that would directly stimulate damaged spinal cords

These kinds of innovations are also propelling our remarkable prosperity. Information 

technology only includes eight percent of our employment, but now it counts for a third of 

our eronnTHic growth—along with jobs that pay about SO percent above the private sector 
average. Government-funded research brought supercomputers, the Internet, and 

communications satellites into being. Soon, researchers will bring us devices that can translate 

foreign languages as fast as you can talk; materials 10 times stronger than steel at a fraction

our eronnTHic growth—along with jobs that pay about SO percent above the private sector 

average.
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way that could allow people now paralyzed to stand up and walk.

To accelerate the march of discovery across all these disciplines in science and

i. We
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These steps will allow us to lead toward the far frontiers of science and technology. 

They will enhance our health, the environment, the economy in ways we can’t even imagine 

today.
But we all know that at a time when science, technology and the forces of globalization 

are bringing so many changes into all our lives, it’s more important than ever that we 

strengthen the bonds that root us in our local communities and in our national community.

No tie binds different people together like citizen service. There’s a new spirit of service 

in America—a movement we’ve tried to support with AmeriCorps, an expanded Peace 

Corps, and unprecedented new partnerships with businesses, foundations, and community 

groups. Partnerships, for example, like the one that enlisted 12,000 companies which have 

now moved 650,000 of our fellow citizens from welfare to work. Partnerships to battle drug 

abuse, AIDS, teach young people to read, save America’s treasures, strengthen the arts, 
fight teen pregnancy, prevent violence among young people, promote racial healing. The 

American people are working together.
But we should do more to help Americans help each other. First, we should help faith­

based organizations to do more to fight poverty and drug abuse, and help people get back on 

the right track, with initiatives like Second Chance Homes that do so much to help unwed 

teen mothers. Second, we should support Americans who tithe and contribute to charities, 

but don’t earn enough to claim a tax deduction for it. Tonight, I propose new tax incentives 

that would allow low- and middle-income citizens who don’t itemize to get that deduction. 

It’s nothing but fair, and it will get more people to give.
We should do more to help new immigrants to fully participate in our community. 

That’s why I recommend spending more to teach them civics and English.
And since everybody in our community counts, wc’vc got to make sure everyone is 

counted in this year’s census.
Within 10 years, there will be no majority race in our largest state of California. In a 

little more than 50 years, there will be no majority race in America. In a more interconnected 

world, this diversity can be our greatest strength. Just look around this chamber. We have 

members in this Congress from virtually every racial, ethnic, and reUgious background. 

And I think you would agree that America is stronger because of it
You also have to agree that all those differences you just clapped for all too often spark 

hatred and division even here at home. Just in the last couple of years, we’ve seen a man 
dragged to death in Texas just because he was black. Wc saw a young man murdered in 

Wyoming just because he was gay. Last year, we saw the shootings of African Americans, 
Asian Amerir»n<, and Jewish children just because of who they were. This is not the American 

way, and we must draw the line.
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I ask you to draw that line by passing without delay the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and 

the Employment Non-Discrimination Act. And I ask you to reauthorize the Violence Against 

Women Act
Finally tonight, I propose the largest-ever investment in our civil rights laws for 

enforcement, because no American should be subjected to discrimination in finding a home, 

getting a job, going to school, or securing a loan. Protections in law should be protections in 

fact.
Last February, because 1 thought this was so important, I created the White House 

Office of One America to promote racial reconciliation. That’s what one of my personal 

heroes. Hank Aaron, has done all his life. From his days as our all-time home run king to his 

recent acts of healing, he has always brought people together. Wc should follow his example, 

and we’re honored to have him with us tonight. Stand up. Hank Aaron.

J just want to say one more thing about this, and I want every one of you to think about 

this the next time you get mad at one of your colleagues on the other side of the aisle. This 

fall, at the White House, at one of Hillary’s millennium dinners, wc had this very distinguished 

scientist there, who is an expert on the human genome. He said that we are all. regardless of 

race, genetically 99.9 percent the same.
Now, you may find that uncomfortable when you look around here. But it is worth 

remembering. We can laugh about this, but you think about it Modem science has confirmed 

what ancient faiths have always taught: the most important fact of life is our common 

humanity. Therefore, we should do more than just tolerate our diversity—we should honor 

it and celebrate it.
My fellow Americans, every time I prepare for tire State of the Union, I approach it with 

hope and expectation and excitement for our nation. But tonight is very special, because we 

stand on the mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we can look back and see the 

great expanse of American achievement; and before us we can see even greater, grander 

frontiers of possibility. We should, all of us, be filled with gratitude and humility for our 

present progress and prosperity. We should be filled with awe and joy at what lies over the 
horizon. And we should be filled with absolute determination to make the most of it.

When the framers finished crafting our Constitution in Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin 

stood in Independence Hall and reflected on a carving of the sun that was on the back of a 

chair he saw. The sun was low on the horizon. So he said this—Tve often wondered whether 
that sun was rising or setting. Today^Ffanklin said, "I have the happiness to know it’s a 

rising sun®>Today, because each succeeding generation of Americans has kept the fire of 

freedom burning brightly, lighting those frontiers of possibility, we all still bask in the glow 

and the warmth of Mr. Franklin’s rising sun.
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After 224 years, the American revolution continues. We remain a new nation. And as 

long as our dreams outweigh our memories, America will be forever young. That is our 

destiny. And this is our moment.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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