









































Gerraass /y the Sesident lo the ;%qz/é 0// e
Nevago Nation Boys and Gty Clul of ook

Swirrock, New Mexico
April 17, 2000

Lct me suy yaateeh — William Jefferson Clinton yinishye — Irish nishli. | am
protoundly honored to be here, within the Four Sacred Mountains — especially on Navajo
Nation Sovereignty Day. T want to thank young Myra Jodic. Didn’t she do a wonderful job
up here? Thank you, President Kclsey Begaye, for your strong leadership. Thank you,
Congressman Tom Udall. The Vice President, Taylor McKenzie, Chicf Justice Robert Yazzic,
Speaker Edward Begay, members of the Navajo Tribal Council, Shiprock Council Mayor
William I.ce. And we have with us today the President of the National Congress of Americun
Indians, Suc Masten — thank you lur being here.

To all the honored governors ol pueblos and tribal Jcaders. And [ thank the pcople who
have come with me today — the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Andrew
Cuomo; the Interior Deputy Secretatry David Hayes; the Assislant Secretary of Agriculture
Carl Whillock; and the person most responsible for working with you, Assistunt Secretary
of the Interior Kevin Gover. | thank him for all he has done.

Federal Communications Commission Chairnan Bill Kennurd, and Commussioner (5loria
Tristani. And 1'd like to thank thc people trom thc White Houst who are here, especially
Gene Sperling, who put together this digital divide tour; and Lynn Culler, who is my liaison
to Indian country all over the United States. I thank thcm.

1 want to thank four members of Congress who madc 4 long wip herc today to express
support for our goal. Senator Robert Bennett, who came trom Utah. Representative Bill
Jetterson, who came [rom New Orleans, Louisiana. Silvesire Reyes from El Paso, Texas.
And Stephanic ‘1'ubbs-Jones, who cuine trom Cleveland, Ohio.

| want to thank my friend ol morc than 20 years now, your former govemor, Bruce
King, and his wife, Alice, thank them for being here. Thank you. I want to thank the
renowned basketball star, Rebecca Lobo, who came with me today. And I thank Reverend
Jesse Jackson for coming. 1 thank all the high-tech leaders who are here.

And there was one young man who meant to come wilh e today, who could not come
— a man | admire very much, not only for his success, but for thc way he has handled
adversity, Notah Begay. And 1 think we ought to give him a big hand.



Indian scientists are at the forcfront of this kind of research — pionecring the use of
solar energy to power rural communities; developing elcetric cars for use in crowded cities;
converting agricultural waste into clectricity. It we can deepen our cuoperation for clean
cnergy, we will strengthen our economies, improve our people’s health and fight global
warrning. This should be a vital elcment of our new partnership.

A fourth challenge we face is to protect the gains of democracy and development from
the forces which threaten to undcrmine them. There is the danger of organized crime and
drugs. There is the evil of trafticking in human beings, a modern form of slavery. And of
coursc, therc is the threat of terrorism. Both our nations know it all too well.

Americans understood the pain and agony you went through during the Indian Airlines
hijacking. And ! saw that pain firsthand when T met with the parents and the widow of the
young mman who was killed on that airplane. We grieve with you for the Sikhs who were
killed in Kashmir — and our heart goes out to their families. We will work with you to
build a system of justice, to strengthen our cooperation against terror. We must never relax
our vigilance or allow the perpetrators to intimidate us into retrcating from our democratic
ideals.

Another danger we face is the spread ot wcapons of muss destruction to those who
might have no reservations about using them. I still believe this is the greatest potential
threar to security we all face in Lhe 21st century. 1t is why we must be vigilantin fighting the
spread of chemical and biological wecapons. And it is why we must hoth kcep working
closely to resolve our retnaining differences on nuclear proliferation.

I am aware that I spcak to you on behalf of a nation that has possessed nuclear weapons
for S5 years and more. But since 1988, the United Statcs has dismantled morc than
13,000 nuclear weapons. We have helpcd Russia to dismantle their nuclear weapons and to
safcguard the matcrial that remains. We have agreed to an outline of a treaty with Russia
that will reduce our remaining nuclear arsenal by more than half. We arc producing no
more [issile malcrial, developing no new lund- or submarine-based missiles, engaging in no
uew nuclear Lesting.

¥From South America to South Africa, nations arc foreswearing these weapons, realizing
that a nuclear future is not 4 more secure futurc. Most of the world is moving toward the
elimination of nuclear weapons. That goal is not advanced if any country, in any region,
moves in the otlier dircetion.

I say this with great respect. Only India candeicrmine its own interests. Only Tndia can
know if it truly is saler today than belore the tests. Only India can determine if it will
benefit from expanding its nuclear and missile capabilities, it its neighbors respond by
doing the same thing. Only India knows if it can afford a sustained invesunent in both
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RENAISSANCE MAYFLOWER Hormrkl.
Wasiunaron, D.C,
September 19, 2000

‘ ‘ell, first of all, let me say thank you for the welcome. I thank the members of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus who are here, and other members of Congress and the people
from our administration who are here. | want to thank Jimmy Smiits and Felix Sanchez.
And Twant to congratulate your honorees, Sara Martinez Tucker and the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund for 25 years of servicc. T want to say a special word of appreciation to all the Latinos
who have been part of our administration, including Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarry,
Brian Barretto, Aida Alvarez, Bill Richuardson, and all the others.

Lct me say, I'm sorry I'm not in proper allire tonight. But Jimmy Smits called me this
afternoon, and I only had two other things I was supposcd to do, so he said I had to show.
And [ want you to know I am here in spite of the fact that Jimmy Smits called me. 1'l] tcll
you why — if I have 1o hear Hillary say one inore time, thal is Uie best looking man I have
ever seen — T think I will die.

Right betorc | was here, I went over to the Kennedy Center, where there's a mugnificent
event that Kerry Kennedy Cuomo is having about her book on human rights activists. Artists
from all over our country and human rights heroes [rom all over the world arc vver there
tonight. And so, I wenl from there to a book party for my friend, Paul Begula, Then I'mon
my way over here, and cverybody wanted to know where I was going. And this NBC
television rcporter said, Jimmy Smits, that's the best looking man 1 ever saw in my life.

Well, what can [ tell you, I've been to war for eight yeurs now, and I don’t look very
good anymare.

I want to suy something seriously. Felix, T appreciate what you have done so much with
this foundation. I madc fun of Jimmy Smits tonight, but I want you o know that becoming
a fricnd of his has been onc of the real joys of being President. He has been so kind to my
wite and to me, to our family. He’s been to the White House many times and he's always
been there for a good cause. I hope you'll forgive me for pulling your lcg tonight, Jimmy,
but 'l never forget you for being our friend. Thank you very much.



I want to thank the National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts for giving youny people
a chance from the silver screcn to the Broadway stagce. Kids with talent and dreams need a
chance. That's what we've tried for eight years now (o give all America’s children, The
Vice President and 1 owe those of you who have done so much tu help us a profound debt of
gratitude, and I thank you.

Tonight T came mostly just to do that — just Lo say thank you, for all you do for the arts,
for all you do for thc Hispanic community, and for all you've done to help Amcricu
move forward in the lust cight years. We now have the lowest Hispanic uncinployment rate
ever rccorded; the lowest Hispanic poverty rate in a gencration; a million new home owners
in the last six ycars. The Earned Incotne Tax Credit has been doubled and it’s lifted over a
million Hispanics out of poverty. 'I'he minimum wage helped 1.6 million Hispanic workers,
and it's timc Lo raise it again and help mwore.,

The Hispanic Education Action Plan to help Hispanic youth to stay in school and go
to collepe, along with our scholarship initiatives, have contributed to the fact that the
college-going rate among Hispanic young peoplc is up over SO percent in the last
seven ycars. And — listen (o this — a report that was issued last week said there has
been a SO0 percent increase in the number of Hispanic students taking sdvanced placcment
courscs in high school to prepare fur college.

Under the Vice President’s leadership we've reduced the naturalization backlog at INS.
And under Aida Alvarez's leadership, loans through Hispanic entrepreneurs by the SBA
have increased by 250 percent.

We have all been enriched by your work. And I know that because of your work, we'll
have more great singers, morc great writers, mote great actors and actresscs. T know we've
got a long way to go, too, because still Latino characters are only about 3 percent of those
that appeuar on prime-time television, [ just left Rita Morenn, and I told her that I enjoyed
watching her as a nun on her television serics. We were laughing about it, but I think that
you will see, it you keep working, more and more of our movics and our television shows
and our J3roadway shows retlecting the rich diversity of America.

That’s the last point I want to make. I have said on many occasions, and I'll just say one
mare time tonight, that if I could have only one wish for America, believe it or not, it would
not bc for a continued unbroken economic prosperity. It would be that somchow we would
find the wisdom to live together as brothers and sisters, to truly be One Ainerica across all
the lines that divide us.

As a little picture of how fast America has changed, you can see the advertisements
today for 1Jenze] Washington's new movie about the integration of T.C. Williams High School
over in Alexandria, Virginia, and its football tcam, which occurred alinost 30 years ago, not
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‘I'he point I'm trying to make is that good people will continue to make bud decisions
it they’re in the grip of a wrong idca. This is not simply a casc of interest groups fighting
each other. This is rcally a question of whether we have honestly come to terms with
what the facts are, what the evidence shows about the way economies can, and indeed
should, work.

And there's no way in thc world we'll be able to convince our friends in India or China,
which over the next 30 years will become bigger cinitiers of greenhousc gases than we are,
that they cun lake a different path to development, and that we're not trying Lo keep them
poor, unless we can demonstrate that we have let the big wrong idea go and that we have
cvidence that a differcnt way will work.

You can’t expect any of these members of Congress who come from rural districts that
have a lot of poor people, or that rely on agriculture, to take different approaches unless
there is a specific, clear, meaningful alternative that they can embrace.

So 1'm sort of off the script here, but this is a hig deal. We need more of our people who
know what the facts arc here. We need to know what can we really get out of automabile
and truck milcage; how realistic is it to have alternative sources ol fucl; what you can get if
you build all new houses and office buildings with glass that lets in more light und kecps out
more heat and cold.

This is something that most of you pormally wouldn't think an elccted official needs to
know. But we do nced o know. This is a huge, huge issue.

Seventh, we will keep working to build One America at home — to make a strength of
our diversity so that other nations can be inspircd to overcome their own ethnic and religious
tensions. For me that meuns passing the Employment Nondiscriminition Act, the hate
crimcs bill, and expanding national service. I meet with these AmeriCorps kids everywhere
I go, and the thing they say over and over and over again is that we gave them a chance to
see how diffcrent people live, to scc how much we have in common #s human beings, and
to understand just whal it means to be an American citizen at the dawn of 4 ncw century.

And last, we will continue to lead the world away from terror, weapons of mass
dcstruction, and destructive cthnic, racial and religious conflicts, toward greater cooperation
and sharcd peace and prosperity.

That's what this votc about China is all aboul. Ycs, it's a good economic deal. China
has agrecd to open its markets. I just got out of the airplane and Lhere were a few hundred
people at the airport. So I went over and shook hands and said hello to all the children. And
this guy says, you rcally think this China thing is a good deal? Isaid, yes, Tdo. Aad he said,
why? Isaid, well, in the first place, we've been calling it a trade agreement and it isn’t. For
a trade agrccment, I get a few things and [ have to give up a [cw things. But this is a
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mcmbership agreement. All we give them is membership, and they do all the market opening.
That’s their dues for membership in the World ‘I'rade Organization.

That’s why, in narrow, self-interested terms, it's a 100-to-nothing deal not only for the
United States, but for anybody clse who votes 0 let the Chinesc into the WTO. DBut, even
though for me the economic choice is clcar, far, far more important to me are the moral and
national sccurity arguments. Ilooked at all those kids in that crowd today and I was reminded
again that we fought three wars in Asia in (he last half of the 20th century, and that we have
a chance to build a differcnt tuture. Not a guarantee, bul a chance.

Yes, China is still a onc-party state, restricting rights of free spcech and religious
expression, doing things from time to time that frustrate us and cven anger us. But by
forcing China to slash subsidies and tariffs that protect inefficient industries, which the
Communist Party has long used to ¢xercise day-to-day control, by letting our high-tech
companies bring the Intcrnet and the information revolution to China, we will be unleashing
forces that no totalitarian operation rooted in the last century’s industrial society can control.

Two years ago therc were 2 million Intcrnet users in China; last ycur there were 9
million; this year there are something over 20 million. At some point there will be over 100
million, and at some point, sorac threshold that no one can identify with precision will be
crossed and it will be a very different world.

I think it is also worth pointing out that the more China opcrates within rule-bascd
systems, with us and with other countries, the more likely they are to see the benefit of the
rule of law, and the more likely thal benefit is to flow down to ordinary people — in those
900,000 villages where they’re already electing their mayors, and in the citics.

I think it is quite intercsting that the people in China who hope we will beat this next
week are the ultraconservatives in the military and the state-owned industrics. And quite
interesting that pcople who have been persecuted in China and other places, by and large,
want us to vole yes on PNTR.,

Martin Lee, the head of the democracy movement in Hong Kong, came all the way over
here to ask Congress Lo vote for this. This is a man who cannot, himself, go to China; a man
who has never met Zhu Rongji; a man who is still considered a persona non grata. But he
said to me, we’ve got to back the reformers in China. We've got 1o get them into 4 system
where there is rule of law. This is the next big step. All the human rights activists in
Amecrica are, he said, blindcd by their opposition to things that have happened in the past
and may bhe happening now, instead of thinking about what is most likely to change China in
the tuture.

The new President of Taiwan supports us letting China into the WTO and Amcrica
extending PNTR. And ycsterday, the ()alai Lama, a man who has undergone litcrally decades
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The other day 1 read Prances Perkins’ wonderful book about her lifetime (riendship
with Roosevelt. You know she was the first woman im the Cabinet; she scrved as Sccretary
of Labor the entire time President Roosevclt was in office. She kepe trying to quit and he
wouldn’t let her. And if you rcad this book, at the end you get a feeling that he had some
sease of his own monality. She kept trying to leave and he kept trying to get her to hold on
to the end. And then, of course, he died shortly afier being reelectad (o his fourth term,

But through this wholc thing, you get this sense that from the dme she was a young
social worker and he was 38 yuung state senator, when he still had full use of hia physical
(acilitics — and playcd a pretry good game of goll. T might add — that they had this magical
chemistry bomn of the fact that even though they were different people from different worlds,
in the beginning with very different posilions on certain issues, they both uandersiood that
public scrvice was somcthing that you weren't supposad 1o covet far the power, but somcrhing
you wantcd to do so you could help other people. and thal ideas mattered.

So you come here today to think about Where we are and where we ought 1o go and
what the long-range challenges are. And Al's already said a lol of what [ want to suy, but {
want (0 say some of the things he said and e it back to what we did in New Orlcans in
1990, because I believe that thinking is a big and oficn undarutilizcd part of success in
public lifc. And [ think idcas muter.

Let me say thal sometime into my first icrm, maybe 1995 or somcthing, a distinguished
scholar whom [ at that time had never met and who at that Ume was al Syracuse — I belicve
he's at l{arvard now — Thoras Putierson — said. contrary to the popular belicf that most
politicians are congeaitally dichonast, most people do what chey say they're goimg to do
when they getelectad And if you look at the history of Prexidents. most of them do what
they say they're going to do. And when they don't, it's usually because something has
really changed, and we're glad they didn't.

We’re glad Pranklin Roosevelt didn't balance the budget, because if he had, undex those
circumsranc:es, it would kave becn warse. Abraham Lincoln promised not to free the slaves.
We're glad he broke that comraitmant. But, by and largs, if you look at the whole history of
American public life, when a President runs for office «nd says, vowe for mc, this is what I
want to 4o, oy pretty well do that. Or thoy at least get caught trying to do it.

And one of the things thyt really has meant the mast 1o me, of all the things I' ve read
—and I've read a lot a stuff as soon not have in the last sight ycars — was Putierson
said that by 1995, ous adjninistration had alrcady kept a higher perccaage of its
commiunenis to the Amaritan people than the previous five Presidents, And we had
Taade more commitments.
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The point [ want to make 10day, to emphasiaze be impormancs of what it Is you're about
10 do, is Lhat the reason that was possible Is, 1 had thought a lot about what T would do. And
I had thought with many of you — with Bruce and Will and Rob and the whole D].C crowd,
and a lot of you who were going (o these meetings back in the *80s and the '90s — so that
when T announced for President, 1 did it not becausc T wanted to get out of what T was doing
— I was actually happicr than 1 had cver been with my work as govemor and with my
siluation at home in Arkagsas — but becauss 1 thou ghisomething neceded to be done, and I
had thought a [ot about it. And Lhis New Orleans Declaration was a milestone in that process.

Therefore, you cannot possibly ovcrestiinate e immportance of what you’re here to do
If you do it in all sericusness.

Let’s just loak the New Orlcans Declaration. We mel there in 1990. As Al sald, the
times were differcnt — the economy was bad. the deficic was high, the debt had caploded,
sl the social conditions were worsening. And Washingron scemed o be stuck in 4 kind of
ideological rench warlare, where the Republicans said that government was the problem,
and we said that it was 1he solution. And we ulways had to have a false choice — you had
to choose the economy or the environmeat; you had to choose impoverishmeat or entitlement;
you had to choose businuess or labor

By con DLC — this Is one of the reasons the D1.C. succoeded. by the way — had
" people who were in politics ig Washdngton and out in the country, and a ot of our peoplc in
Washington spent a lot of Hime in the country, and we realized that no onc else in the world
thought aboul things or experienced things in ths way the Washingron modia and political
cstablishment talked aboat jssues; and that we didn’t agrec with all thess false choices.

And so, in New Orleans 10 years ago, we set uu( to oulline what we believed ought W
be done. Our approach cams to be known as the Third Way. Basically, it was rouwed in
common sense, a comrmon devotian (0 our purty's oldest values, and a common vision of
the ncw era in which we were living.

In 1992, the Americun peoplc gave us a chunce to put our ideas inw action. And we
havc dope our best (o do Lhat, working across purty lines wherc possiblc, and where bitcr
pactisanship forced it, going alono.

This is what the New Orleans Declaration sald. We belicve the Democratic Party’s
fundamental mission s (0 expand opparamily, not govarmment; economic growth is a
prercquisite for expandipg opportunity for everyono; and the way w build America’s
economic securily is to mvest In the skills and ingenulty of our poople, and to expaad trade,

not resurict il
Now, these Ideas were all turnod into uction in the '93 cconomic plan. in the “97 Balanced

BudgerAcy, in the Telecamsmunications Act, in our commiumnt W science and tochnological
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rcscarch, und in our education budgst. We doubled invesunent fur education und taining
even is we were reducing the deficit, and we cmphasized rosults and proven scratagics. We
very nearly opencd the doors of college to all Americans. Wo hud 300 oade ugroements.
Those idcas put into action have given us thosc 21,615,000 jobs, the lowest unemployrnent
rate in 30 years, thc highest homo ownership cver, and the longest economic expansion in
history. And the govcrnment is now continuing to shrink. It is now the ymallest it has been
since 1958. '
We said we believe the purpase of social welfarc is to bring the poor lato this nation's
economic mainstream, not to maintain their dependency. Thar idea, turned Into action through
N\ the ex ansion of the camed {ncome tax crodit, the Vice President's einpowament cone
3 ; are rcform, hus given us the smallest welfare rolls in absclute numbers in
32 years; a 20-y poverly rate; the lowcest single-pareat houschold poverty raw
in 46 years — while we foughtand succccded in maintaining bealth and nutrition benefits
fur poor children and incrsasing our investment in child care and trunspogtation for lower-

income workers.
0\';‘1_ We said we believe in preventing crime and puniishing criminals, 1ot explaining away
Wwd« was turned into acton through the crime bill, which gave us
100,000 policc an aull weapons ban, and through the Brady law which bas kcpta half a \/
million felons, fugitives and stalkers fram genlng bandguns. Thal’s given us the lowast
crime rate in 25 ycars, the lowest homiclde rate in 30 ycars, and a 35-percent reduction in
gun criime since 1993,

We said we believe in the polilics of Inclusion, in the protecton of civil righta and the
broad movement of minarities into the American economic and cultural mainstream. That
idea, turned into action, has given us the lowest African Amecican and Hispanic
unemployment rtes cver recorded; resord numbors of minarity-owned busincsses; vigorous
enforccment of civil cights: and the widest participation of minorities in the (cdern)
goverument at high lcvels and in the federal judiciary in American history.

We sajd we believe in the tmpcrative of wurk and the tmprance of family. I could
give you lots of examplcs of that, but just take the Family and Medical Leave law, the first
bill I signed. votoed by e previous adminisration: 21 mitiop-pius Amegicans have rakcn
some time off when a baby is borm or 4 parent is sick. And they suid it would wreck the
cconamy: Welk 21 million familles are stronger, and 50 is the Amarican ecuaomy. The idea
in the New Orlcans Duclamation was right.

Wo said we belicve Amarican citizeaship cnuails responsihilicy as well as rights. and we
mcan to ask citizens to give somexting back to their commumity. Tlat idea. turnal into

action, hus led to a wholc series of remariable parinerships. The welfareto-work pataanhip,
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for example, has led j 12,000 companies to voluntasily commit to hire now something like
400,000 people off'the welfre rolls. The Vice President’s panaership with the auto companics
and the auto workers has led to this whole offort to develop the next generation vchicle,
which already has prototypes that will be on the markct within two yean — 60, 70, 80 miles
a gallon.

The parmesship wo had with the entarainment industry led 10 the passage of the v-chip
requircmant and caring systems far television programs and video games. Ang moet of all, of
coursc, it Jed o AmesiCorps, Which now has permitted over 150,000 young Aunericans to
serve in their comnwmities. We had more people in AmeniCorps iq its first five years than the
Peace Corps did i its first 20) ycars, because of the idea that the DLC relcntlcssly advanced.

We said we believed the U.S. must remain cnergelically eogaged in the warldwide
struggle for individual }iberty, human rights and prosperity. not retrear from the world. That
idea turmed into action has given us a sironger and cxpanded NATO; new initiatives against
terrorism and wcapons of mass destruction: progress on peace in Narthurn [reluad and the
Middle East: (orceful stands against sthnic cleansing in Bosnia and Kosuvo; and new
inltiatives to expand trade and advancc dsmocrecy in Africa, the Caribbean Basin, Latin
Amcricy, and the Asian Pacific rcgion,

In short. because of the wock done in New Orlesns and the fuct that the Americun
people avc us a chance two years Ister fo (est i, we huve proven that idess matter. and that
_ for the decuda of the "90s our ideas were the right ones. Thoy have put the Demucratic
Party at 1he vital cenicr of Amarican life, and inspired the rise of ncw progressive governments
throughout Europe and the industrialized world Indoed. I'm going to be meeting with
many nl these leaders next monsh in Betlin, people all over the world who have scen what
happened herc. taken ideas seriously; and want (o see what they can do to lift their people
and make thetn a pant of the new infarmation age of globalization.

Mosl imporant of all, these idcas put into action have brought our country into a moment
of unparalleled prospcrity and promisa Now. 1 think we have a rare opporupity to identfy
and move on the big, long-term chiallanges the counay fucces in the new coentury. And T think
the DLC — to barrow a littde of your own medigine — has doth the opparamity and the
responsibility to put forth s declaration here which will guide our party and should guide
our nslion for the next 10 years.

That’s your task. What is the acw Democratic agenda for the 21 st century? Here's what
1 QAipk It ought 1o zay.

First, we wlil keep the ccanomy srong by paying down the debe, maintaining our lead
in science and technology, and extending our econamic benefies 1o people and places Icft
behind, vpesing new markets and cloning the invesument and digital divide
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membership agrecment. All we give them is membership, nd they do all the market opening.
That's cheir dues (or membership in the World Trade Org tion.

That’s why, in narro f-intcresicd (érms, it's s | nothing dcal not caly for the
United States. but (or an y efse who votcs to let the Chinese into the WTO. Bug, even
though for me (he econamic choice is clcar, far. far more important (o me are the moral and
nationa! security arguments. [looked at a]) those kids i that ¢rowd today and I was reminded
again that we fought threc wars in Asia in the last half of the 20th century, and that we have
u chance W build a different {uture. Not a guaransce, but a chanes.

Yos. China is still a one-pany stals. restricting rights of fres specch and rcligious
expression, doing things from time to time that frustrate us snd even anger us. But by
forcing China to slash subsidies and tariffs (hat prosact incfficient industries, which the
Communist Party has’ long used to exarcise day-to-day control, by lewing nur high-tech
companies bring the Inicmet and the information revolution to China, we will be unleashing
farces that no rotalirarian opcration rooted in the last century’s industrial saciely can control,

Two years ago there were 2 million Interner users in China; last year thers were 9
miition: thix year there are something over 20 million. Al some point there will be aver 100
million. and ut some point, some threshold that no vne can ideatify with precision will be
crossed and it will be a very dilferent world.

1 think it is also worth pointing out thar the more China operates within rule-based
systems. with us and with other countriss. the more likcly they are 1o ses the benefit of the
rule of law, and the more likely thal benefit is to Qow down (o ardinary pecople — in those
900,000 villages where they're already electing dicir mayors, and in the citics.

I think it is quite intercsting thut the people in China who hope we will bear this neat
woek are thc ultraconservativey in the military and the state-ownad indusiries. And quite
intcresting that pcople who have becn peraecutsd in China and other places, by and lasge,
wint us (o volc yes oa PNTR. ',{.

Martin Lee, the hosd of the democracy movement in Houg\&ong, cama all the way over
here to ask Congress to vole for this. This ix 2 man whoéanmt}h{mdf. go o China; a man
who hus never met Zho Rongji; a man who Is slif i non grata. But he
said to me, we've got to back the reformers in China, We've got to get them {nto a system
where therc I8 rule of lsw. This is the next hig step. All the human rights activists in
America wre, he said, biladed by (beir opposition to things that have happened in the past
and may be happening now, inetead of thinking about wiat is moat likely tn change (Thina
in tho future.

The new President of Tulwan supports us lexing China inte the WTO and America
exiending PNTR. And yesterday, the Dalai Lama, a man who has undcrgona Jiterally decades
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of frustratlon in his deslings with Chin®,suongly cndorsed bringing China into the
intemnational systcm. ;

So this is a big deal to me, bcyond obvious ecunomic benefits which mauke it easice
for some members than athers to volic forpecause of the economic makaap of their districts.
By [ar the bipger issuc is what can we do to promote human rights, what can we do 1o
promote the rulc of law, what can we do 0 minimize the chagces that there will be another
war in Asia in our lifedme, or in our children's lifetimo. To me, that is what is at issue.

So that’s my pitch here. What you're about tn do is really importapt. I've told you the
kinds of things that | hope you’ll do. Bur thosc of you our harc listening to me will havc a
bigger role than me in America’s next 10 years. Just remember what | did with that New
Orleans Declaration. It eaily matters whether you think and whether you orgunize your
thoughts into principles und specific policies.

The New Orlcans Declaration is largely responsible for the success we have cnjoyed io
the last eight years, because it gave us a plarform on which to stand, and a framewurk from
which to work.

You've got a lot of really creative peoplo here. 1 could cite a thousand exumples, but
want to just mention two or tree. You remember Pranklin Roogevcit — anc of the grear
reusoas for tho succcss of his New Deal was that he cssentlully took soviul welfare progress
that had becn made in various states, cspecially in Now York, and wenl national with iv

State Scoator Marc Pucheco from Massachusetts, sponsared a proyran o give modical
studcnts and other health profcssionals academic credit for providing primacy and preventive
health services to underserved people. Should we do more in our public health clinics like
that? Mayor Webb negotiated a contract with the mdms‘uniom in his city w givc an
incentivo to teachers to improve academic p«tonmncc Michacl Thurmond, the Ceorgia
Labar Commissioner, has taken absent fathers who waren’t supporting their childrea and
given them training, jobs and the valuas of responsible Atherbowal Now 84 pervent of
hose fathcrs who have been in this program are working and supporting their childrea.
Thar's a buge deal. Shoulda‘t we go nadonal with thar? These arc the kinds of things that
I hope you will chink about,

Therc's just oac other thing | want to say. Ididn't do this by myself. If it hadn't been
for the members of Congrcts here who have helped me, I couldn't have dooc it. If ie hwdn't
been for the svembesy of Lhe administratioa. past and prescnt, I couldn't have doae ie If it
hadn’( been for the DLC, with its canstant idea machine, and Al From coastantly harping va
me not 1o abagdon the reformist psth, I couldn’t have done it. And if it hadn't been for Al
Gore 1 couldn't have done it
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1 believe 1 have a good grasp on the institution of the vice presidency, and T can tell you
it is my jydgment that he has had a far more positive impact on tho way the AmeTican
people li any other person as Vice President in the bistory of the nation, by a good

the monopoly forces, and there are now hundreds of
thourands of jobs that have been créated, mostly in companies that didn’t cven exist in
1996, bacause we stoad firm for compelition. And we got the c-raie, which isnow providing
$2.2 billion a ycar so that poor schools and libraries and hospitals can hook up to the Intemet.

Second, he dsveloped and pushed our positions/on the environment, including the

_parnarship for pext generurion vehicles, and climate change. Third, he ran the REGO
progrum. which many y of you ware ¢ involved in, and which, in addition 10 reducing the sizce
of governmenl, has drumatically improved the performance of many agencies. Fourth, he
und Tipper led our elforts on cxpanding the mental heulth parity issue, the fatherhood
initiutive, and the V-chip and ratings for TV programs snd video games.

He afso cast the deciding vote o the ccanomic plan and on the gun safety legislation in
the Senate. And on cvery tough decision I had ro make, from Haiti to Bosnla o Kosovo to
Joaning moncy to Mexicd, to taking on the gun issue and lobacco Issue, to Jobbying for
NAFTA at the beginning and making the calls on China PNTR, he's been there — always,

Here's the last thought I'll Icave you with. Rooscvelt loved idcas, had good ideas, but
he had a first-class tempefument. He had a goad time and he enjoycd working with people.
So you guys have got 19keep working (ogetber. We've got to get behind all of our crowd;
we've yot to work to wi elections. What bappeas in 2000, Amdamentaliyfs just as impanant
as what happened in '§2 and '96, because whal a country does with its prosperity is just as

stemn 4 lest of ils :ter and vision und wisdom as what it does when its back is against
the wall,

Someday s y will write a whols book on how this New Orleans Declaration was
th foundarian offfthe success of the last elght years. That's what your work at Hyde Park

ought lobe f next doesds. You can chanpe America farover for the better.
I'ved ; everything 1 could to tum the ship of state around. Now you've got to make
sure that 'k sailing in the righ direction,

you and God blgss you.

(Now, T was a  winmr——he e
&QJ T mede T’«‘-F cat_ci;.opg /‘) -’C ](—) "

’h\y\ Nay & (J°l/‘ 'h'\*“’ Q:]
9( i<, the P@p\_p &JN*" wend-

me 0 Jo 4")

v



Fernarks @ e Poesident 9{0‘//’9
Bronfinan Zalt

Tt GRAND BALLROOM

T Prawes [Tona
New York, New Yorg
Seprember 11, 2000

’I:nnk you very much. Let mo say, first ol all, Hillary and I are delighted to be herc
with all of you, and cspecially you, Edgar, with all of your fumily, including Cdgar, Clarissa,
and the about-to-bs 22nd grandchild bere. They are probably an cven more important
testument Lo your life than this imponant work wc celebrate tonight,

I thank Israel Singer and the World Jewish Council Leadership, Elie Wicsel, my fellow
award recipients, cspecially Scnaror U'Amato and Congressmaa Leach, without whom we
could not have done our parr, and Stuart Eizenstat, without whom I could have done nothing,
and I thank you all.

1 thank the members of the Isracli government and Cabinet who are here, and those of
you who have come from around the world. But I would like to say. not only as President,
but as an Amesican, u man who studied Germun as a student and weat to Germany as a
young man in the hupes of raconuiling my enormously conflicted feelings about a country
that ! loved which liud done something [ hatcd.

Foreign Ministar Fischer, I bave rarely in my life boen as moved as I was by your
camments tonight. And I thank you frum the bonom of my hean,

Edpgar once said that, “In forcing the world to fuce up to an ugly past, we help shape a
more honorable fuure.” [ am honored to have been part of this cadeavor, and I have tried 10
leamn its lesson.

Within our country, I havc been to Native American reservations and acknowlcdged
that the treaties we signad were nelther fair nor hontorably kept in many cases.

. 1 went 10 Africa -— 1o Goree lsland, the Door of No Returm — and ucknowledged the
responsibility of the United States in buying people into slavery. This is a bard business,

struggling 10 find our corc of humanirty.
AS Lidgar suid, we ure herc {n an immediare scnse because Edgar butonholed Hillary

back in 1996, and said | had ta sec him the next day. And that night, she told me 1 had (o sec
him the next day. because the time for redress was running out. Aod § did ashpe said.

)
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I can't wll you

sb h!ﬂjwmt to thank Hillary £

how many times she remindcd me of her meetings with clderly vors all around the \(I”
world. and how many times she tried 1o shine a light on the yuest for material and moral } )
justice. Sovitmvicyoufer-heiping TRE e here vorright: - ny‘)‘ .)\&

1 would like to suy again whaef<wid batof¥, Senator 1>’Amato und Re nlative Leach ‘;‘\
madec it possible for us to do whal we did togcther as Americans — not spublicans or ‘{\’9
Democrats, bul as Americans. Governor Pataki and Alun Hevesi mars ty and statc QL Q

governments all 4cross America. not as Republicans or Democrats, but #s Americans. People ”%
like Paul Volcker, Larry Eaglcburger, and Sman Chesley, all of whom could choose todo T
pretty much whatever they like. chose instead to spcnd their ime and their talents generously 0™

on this causc. _ 4 - 2
And ! would like to thank Avraham Burg, Former Primc Minister Benjamin Netanyabu, -
and grecorrest Prime Minister Ehud Barak and the members of his government who have  # G ’adt

supported thies cause after it had begun carlier under a diffcrent adminisiration of 8 different
party, not out of party reasoas, but becatise of humanity. And again, letme suy how personally q__}
{vr "’Wﬁfr?ﬁ@the dcdication of Stu Eizeastat, who is liverally unmasched ia his commiunent 2(—(/:%
lo doing the right thing and his skill in actually finding a way to get it donc. /27
I would likc to echo what Foreign Ministur Fischer said abour the German Bundeskanzler, C( ST
Gerhard Schrocder.  He showed remarkable Icadership. He showcd a generosity und a
courage of memory. and no little amount of pulitical prodding, to do whar his couniry has Q)DK

donc. And wc are grateful 10 him as well. r QZ{ \S
R
BV o Sl(f

Thanks to all of you, humanity begins this ncw millennium standing on higher ground
Of course, we can never compensate the victims and their families for whar was lost, Itls )
beyond our power to resture life or even to rewrite history. But we huve made prograss q)
towands sctting history emraight, and providing compensarion tor fost or stulen assets, and
foread or slave labor. > ’1@/
We have an especially sacred obligation to clderly survivors, penicuardy the doublc
victims who cadured [irst the Holocaust and then a half eentuey of commuaism. For their Oé;é);

sake, there can be no denying the pust or delaying the coppenuation, aaOt X

We must also meet our obligations to the future, to scek the truth und follow whese it
‘lcads. That's why it is so tesribly impomant that your efforts have led Lo commissions in the ‘e_{ '1%
Uhited Staics and a dazen other nations exumining their own involvement in the handling "L\L\

of assets Lhat rightfully belong to victims of the Holocaust, and why it Is so impartunt thas 2
the hourroc of the Holocaust ncver fads from our memories, and that wa ncver luse sight of

its searing lexsons.
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Te—e're A the beginning of this new century with all of its pramise, W still are besct by N
humanity's oldest failing: the fcar ¢ other. Thc fear that, somehow. people who are
different from us in the color of their §kin or the way they worship are to be distrustad,
disliked, hated, dehumanizud, and ultimyicly killed. It is a very slippery slope, indeed.

This fear makes us vulncrabls in rwolways, It makes gocicties vulnerable, as ours have
becn, to individual crimes of hats by le who cannol come w grips with their own sease

(h(\ of failurc or rage or inadequacy, and 50, blame someone elsc.

— Notvery (f.na a poor demented blamed a Filipino postal worker, and killed him
dead in California shortly afler he iried 8 innocent little Jewish children going to
their school, A litile before that, a demeated pcrson imehetimisnd Stedl who said he belonged
10 a church thar did not believe in God, but believed in while supremacy, killed an African
American basketball coach walking in his neighborhood in Chicago, and then shot a young

Korean American Christian wulking out of his church.
James Byrd, dragged to death in Texas becuuse he was black. Mathew Shepard, stetched

oy out on the ruck ol a fence to die because he wus gay. People still can be quickly Irought into
\\)K mmmmmmmm e +hetle
‘;‘/And even more troubling, w ics still can be exploifed in their fears by

unscrupulous leaders who seck to convincc that they should e their problems on
groups within or beyond their midst. It is Wwﬂa%\ﬂﬂ'ﬁemmn and
American and Russian and French roops scrve together for peace in the Balkans, whea_c.
Isrucli rescue teams travel the world to help people of every fai ‘h-\Gmelu and Turks "~
help 1o dig out one another's dead amid the rubble of earthquakes. Wn(ithe Tatest - A, ol
breakthrough In genetic science wells us that we arc all genetically 99.9 percent the same,
and that within any ethnic group, the geneuc diffcrences are greater thaa they are from
group to group.

Still. we have not completely learncd this lesson. And, still, when you stlp it all awuy,
ar the root of the not-quilc-finished peace ss in Ireland, at the roor of the cthnle und
tribal wars of Africa, at the root of the uprogting of aimost a million pcople in Kosovu, and
at the root of the hard, unresalved questions in thc Middle East, is the fear of the other.

Here in our country, we have sed 2 greut swides. but we have 1 lot to do, One of
the reasuns J have so strongly suppurved the hate crimes legislation that is pending in the
House is thet it gives ua snother chance to say in America we are goiag to let go of the fear
of the other. And if .wnybody can't let it go. we are golng (o take & strong snd unambiguous
stand against it ¢o it will never infect us us a people again.

I just came back [rom Africa where 1 wont to Arusha, Janzania to tho Peace Ceater with
Nelson Mandela, to meet with all the panties, some 20 of them, in the Burundian peace
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proccss where. at the beginning of the lest decade, somewhere between 200,000 and 300.000
people were killed in the ongoing ethnic struggle between the Hutus and the Tutsis, which
cost over 700,000 lives in neighboring Rwanda just a couple of ycars later.

The point I'm lrying to maks is, il is not enough for us to do everything we can to make
whale the Holocaust victims, survivers and their family members. What we have 10 do, all
of us, to merit the forgiveness of ths Almighty, is o root out the cancer which gave it life
wherever we find it. For it is not something that was localized in Germany. Tlow many
nations can thank God that at a particularly vulnerable point in their history, they did not
producc a Hitler, or, God forbid. thcy might have donc the same thing.

And so I say to you, we have to fight this everywhcre. Wo can't give up on the Balkuns
and let them go back to slaughtsring each other because some are Muslim and some are
Orthodox Christian and some are Catholics. And wc cannot give up on the Middlc East
until the whole thing i done.

Several of you have come up 1o me tonight and suid. well, what do you think now.
what's going to happen? Isay, well, I'm preily optimistic. The Speaker of the Kncsset said.
ah, yes, but thal's your nuture, everyone knows it. The outh is. we have come (o a painfu)
choice hetween continued confrontation and a chance 1o muve beyond violence to build just
and lasting peacc.

Like all life’s chances, this one is flecting. And the easy risks have all been aken
already.

I think it's impostant to remind ourselves (hat the Middle Gast brought forth the world's
three great monotheistic religions. each telling us we must recognize our common humanity,
we must love our neighbor as ourselves, if we turn aside a stranger, it i3 as if we turn aside
the most high God.

But when the past is pilcd high with hurt and batred. that is a hard losson 10 live by. We
cannot undo past wrongs in the Middle East, either. But we are never without the power to
right them to some exteat. And the struggle you have waged and won here for restitution,
the strugglc we honor tonight. shows that the affont is always worth muking.

I thank you for supporting that good wark. I salute you for what you have
accomplished. But I remind you: the demon that has drivea so much darkness since the
dawn of human history has not yet quite been expunged from the human soul. And we #1)
still have work to do. ;

Thank you and God blcss you.
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My budget includes a comprehensive plan to reform Medicare, to make it more efficient
and competitive. And it dedicates nearly $400 billion of our budget surplus to keep Medicare
solvent past 2025. And, at long last, it also provides funds to give every senior a voluntary
choice of affordable coverage for prescription drugs.

Lifesaving drugs are an indispensable part of modern medicine. No one creating a
Medicare program today would even think of excluding coverage for prescription drugs.
Yet more than three in five of our seniors now lack dependable drug coverage which can
lengthen and enrich their lives. Millions of older Americans who need prescription drugs
the most pay the highest prices for them. In good conscience, we cannot let another year
pass without extending to all our seniors this lifeline of affordable prescziption drugs.

Record numbers of Americans are providing for aging or ailing loved ones at home. It's
a loving, but a difficult and often very cxpensive’choicc. Last year, ] proposed a $1,000 tax
credit for long-term care. Frankly. it wasa't cnough. This ycar, leU’s triple it, to $3,000. But
this year, let’s pass it.

We also have to make needed investmeots to cxpand access to mental health care. I
want to takc a moment to thank the person who led our first White House Conference on
Mental Health last year, and who for seven years has led all our efforts to break down the
barricrs to doccat treatment of people with mental illness. Thank you, Tipper Gore.

Taken together, these proposals would mark the largest investment in health care in the
35 years since Medicare was created — the largest investment in 35 years. That would be a
big step toward assuring quality health care for all Americans, young and old. I ask you to
embrace them and pass them.

We must also make investmeots that reward work and support families. Nothing does
that better than the Eamed Income Tax Crcdit — the BITC. The “B” in the BITC is about
eaming, workiog, taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. In my very first address
to you, I asked Congress to greatly expand this credit. And you did. As a result, in 1998
alone, the BITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans work their way out of poverty
toward the middle class. Thar's double the number in 1993.

Tonight, I propose another major expansion of the EITC: to reducc thc marriage penally,
to make sure it rewards marriage as it rewards work — and also, to expand the tax credit for
familics that have morc than two children. It punishes people with more than two children
today. Our proposal would allow families with three or more children to get up to $1,100
more in tax relief. These are working families; their children should not be in poverty.

We also can’t rcward work and family unless men and women get equal pay for equal
work. Today, the fetnale unemployment rate is the lowcst it has been in 46 years. Yet, women
still only earn about 75 cents for cvery dollar mcn carn. We must do better, by providing the
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resources to enforce present equal pay laws; training more women for bigh—paying. high-
tech jobs; and passing thc Paychcck Fairncss Act.

Many working parents spend up to a quarter of their income on child carc. Last ycar, we
helped parents provide child care for about 2 million children. My child care initiative,
before you now, along with funds already secured in welfare reform, would make child care
better, safer and more affordable for another 400,000 children. I ask you to pass that.

For hard-pressed middle-income families, we should also expand the child care tax
credit. And I believe strongly we should take thc ncxt big stcp and make that tax credit
refundable for low-income families. For people making under $30,000 a year, that could
mean up to $2,400 for child care costs. We all say we’re pro-work and pro-family. Passing
this proposal would prove it.

Tens of millions of Americans live from paycheck (o paycheck. As hard as they work,
they sill don’t have the opportanity to save. Too few can make use of IRAs and 401-K
plans. We should do more to help all working families save and accumulate wealth. That's
the idea behind the Individual Development Accounts, the IDAs. I ask you to take that idca
to @ new level, with new Retireinent Savings Accounts that enable every low- and moderate-
income farnily in America to suve for relirement, a first home, a medical emergency, or a
college education. I propose to match their contributions, however small, dollar for dollar,
cvery year they save. And [ propose to give a major new tax credit to any small business that
will provide a meaningful pension to its workers. Those people ought to have retirement
along with the rest of us.

Nearly one in three American children grows up without a father. These childrea are
five times more likely to live in poverty thaa children with both parents at home. Clearly,
demanding and supporting responsible fatherhood is critical to lifting all childrcn out of
povcerty. We've doubled child support collections since 1992. And I'm proposing to you
tough new measures to hold still more fathers responsible.

But we should recognizc that a lot of fathers want to doright by their children, but need
help to do it. Carlos Rosasyof St. Paul, Mimnesota, wanted to do tight by his son, and he got
the help to doit. Now he’s got a good job and he supparts his little boy. My budget will help
40,000 more fathers make the same choices Carlos Rosas did. I thank him for being here
tonight. Stand up, Cados. Thank you.

If there is any single issue on which we should be ablc to reach across party lines, it is
in our common commitment to reward work and strengthen families, similar to what we
did last year. We came together to help people with disabilitics keep their health insurance
when they go to work. Thanks to overwhelming bipartisan support from this Congress,
we have improved foster care. We've helped those young people who Icave it when they
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