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birth rate for African American adolescents has dropped by nearly
one-third since 1991.

The report also found that child poverty continues its
decline. And the rate of serious violent crime committed by
young people has dropped by more than half since 1993, to the
lowest level recorded since statistics has been kept on this
subject. This is very good news. And I hope you will trumpet
it, nct because we're as safe as we need zo be, but we need to
destroy stereotypes so we can start makinc real progress on the
issues still remaini

TEF’.—--O’[-at'S my report. ‘THINX~yoor-fo=—grving-me-a
chanre~ro~setrve—3Fhaets-my=repore. Now, here's my question:
What do you intend to do with all this? You know, I'm going to
treasure this award| for the rest of my life. But what really
matters is what all g8 do tomorrow with what our yesterdays

have piled up. u leave here?l w?eﬁ:;aa—go home and
people say, what did you do in Baltimore, if you don't answer
any other thing, you ought to be able to say, well, I figured

out what I was going to do with all the prosperity and progress
my country has made in the last eight years.

That is the issue. And I guess I can say this now because
my hair is a lot grayer and I've got a few more wrinkles than I
had eight years ago. But one thing I know -- how a nation deals
with its prosperity is just aa stern a test of its judgment, its
vision and its values as how a nation deals with adversity.
After all, when you elected me eight years ago =-- and the other
side kind of referred to me as a governor of a small southern
state, and I was so naive I thought it was a compliment -- you
know what -- I still do.

But when you elected me, it didn't require rocket science
to know that if we had gquadrupled the debt in 12 years, and all
the social indicators were going in the wrong direction, and the
country was coming apart at the seams, and unemployment was going
up and crime was going up, and opportunity for our children was
going down, we had to change.

I mean, this was not -- I don't want to deprive myself
of any credit, but it wasn't r et science. We had to do
something. So you said, welly I'll take a chance on that fellow.

Now, 2o : - we've got a lot of gpﬁaa
peoole here and I'm grateful for that and I'm grateful for /the

role that you've done to bring all the young people back Anto the
NAACP. But llsten, everybody over 30 in this room -=—ristenr—to

== rf=youtre-ever—30;<FP® can remember at least one time in
your life when you have made a mistake, not because times were so
bad, but because times were good -- so good you thought there was

no penalty to the failure to concentrate. Am I right about that?
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Listen to this. 1In the Scripture, Ecclesiastes 11:25 says,
"In the day of prosperity there is forgetfulness of affliction."
Everybody over 30 has had that kind of forgetfulness at one time
or another. Am I right about that? So here is my point to you.
You look at these kids before you leave here; we cannot do that :
now. I have done everything I knew to do to turn this country .
around, to move this—C?SEZ?y forward, to lift people up, to M=
people/together. But, the best stuff is still out there.
And big challenges are still on the horizon. And we will
never forgive ourselves if we don't say we are going to use this
moment of prosperity to build the future of our dreams for all
God's children. That's what this is for.

That's what this millennial election is all about. I want
to commend the NAACP for your campaign to register new voters.
I want to join you in mourning the passing of the chairman of
your voter empowerment campaign, Earl Shinhop But u need to
finish his job. And then, you have to get pei%le actually go
to the polls, to choose, and choose wisely. 3

We must make it clear again that every election is a choice.
This is a big election. There are big differences, honest
differences., between the parties, the candidates for president,
the candidates for the Senate and the House of Representatives --
big and honest differences.

I'm determined to make as much bipartisan progress with
the Congress as I can in the last six months. I think we'll get
a lot done, but no matter how much we do, there will still be a
lot that remains on America's future agenda. And there will be
differences. And the thing I like about this election is, 1if
we've got the right attitude about it, it can be an old-fashioned
election, the kind the civics books say you ought to have, where
we don't have people swinging mud at each other and repeating
what we've seen in too many elections in the past where people
basically say, you ought to vote for me, not because I'm so
great, because my opponent is just one step above a car thief.

I mean, how many elections have you seen run like that?

Well, we don't have to do that. We can assume everybody is
honorable and good, got their merit badges in the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts. But they're different; there's a choice to be made
and there are consequences.

So when you leave you say, what I learned was we've
got to use this year to decide what to do with this moment of
prosperity; it may never come around again in our lifetime. I
want to build & future of my dreams for my children; this is a

big election, that's the main arena right now and there are big
differences.








































































REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO 91ST NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE NAACP
Baltimore Convention Center
Baltimore, Maryland
July 13, 2000

Well, let me say it's good to see you. Thank you for making
me feel so welcome. Thank you, Julian; thank you, Kweisi. Thank
you, Myrlie Evers Williams. Ben Hooks, Elaine Jones, the whole
board. Thank you, Wendell Anthony, for letting me come to
Detroit to the biggest dinner in the history of the world.

I know I had dinner with Wendell in Detroit with over
10,000 people, because he told me so, but I couldn't even see
the people at the other head tables, it was so big.

Thank you, Mayor O'Malley, for welcoming us to Baltimore and
for being such a great leader. Thank you, Representative Elijah
Cummings, for representing Baltimore so well. And thank you,
Mayor John Street, for representing Philadelphia so well and
making it true to the founders' dreams.

[ have;:a dozen or more members of the White House staff L//
here, but I Would like to mention a few: Thurgood Marshall, Jr.,
whose father was a native of Baltimore -- my chief speechwriter,

Terry Edmonds, a Baltimore native. I thank Mark Lindsay; Mary
Beth Cahill; Ben Johnson, who runs our One America office; my
political director, Minyon Moore; Janis Kearney; Broderick
Johnson, a Baltimore native; Orson Porter; and we have at least
another half a dozen folks who are here because they wanted to
be here with you today.

This has been a remarkable week for African Americans.
Venus Williams became the first African American woman since
Althea Gibson to win the Wimbledon. Perhaps even more remarkable
for those who know the mysteries of the church, Baltimore's own
Dr. Vashti McKenzie became the first woman bishop in the history
of the A.M.E. Church.

And you have had an amazing conference. I'm really glad
Governor Bush came. I am. But I thought the other fellow gave
a better speech.

And I liked especially the speech that Senate candidate
from New York gave. I want to tell you, I'm very proud, as we
look back on the last seven and a half years, of all the work
that my wife has done -- not just for those, but for 30 years for
children, for families, for education, for health care. But as
First Lady, she has done so much to increase adoption and improve
foster care, to increase the access to children to health care
and to early education. And one thing that ought to be of
particular importance to the African American community -- for
the celebration of the millennium, she had this theme, we were
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Eight years ago this week -- I can't believe it -- eight
years ago this week, at your National Conference in Nashville,
I was the governor of Arkansas, the apparent nominee of the
Democratic Party. And I brought my choice for Vice President,
Senator Al Gore, to the NAACP Convention. Rather, I accepted
Ben Hooks' mandatory invitation to appear.

And I pledged then -- and I want to quote it exactly, I
don't want to miss a word -- I pledged you, "an administration
that looks like America; one that knows the promise and the pain
of this country; one that will rebuild, reunite and renew the
American spirit." Together we have honored that pledge.

The American Dream is real to more Americans than it was
seven and a half years ago. And we are more nearly one America
than we were seven and a half years ago: with 22 million new
jobs; the lowest unemployment and welfare rolls in 30 years;
the lowest crime rates in 25 years; the lowest child poverty in
20 years; the lowest minority unemployment rates ever recorded;
the lowest female unemployment rates in 40 years; the highest
home ownership in history; the longest economic expansion in
history. We have more opportunity than we did seven and a half
years ago.

And, perhaps equally important, our social fabric is
on the mend. The Family and Medical Leave law, the first bill
I signed, vetoed in the previous administration, has allowed over
20 million Americans to take a little time off when a baby was
born or a parent was sick, without losing their jobs, and it's
been good for the economy, not bad for the economy.

For the first time ever, 90 percent of our children
are immunized against serious childhood diseases. Our food
is safer, our air is cleaner, our water is purer. More land
has been protected for all time to come for Americans to enjoy;
150,000 young Americans have served in communities in every state
in this country in AmeriCorps. The high school graduation rate
of African Americans is virtually equal with that of the white
majority, for the first time in the history of the United States
of America.

And all over the country I have seen schools that once were
failing. I was in a school in Harlem the other day where, two
years ago, 80 percent of the children were reading and doing
mathematics below grade level; two years later, 74 percent of
the children reading and doing mathematics at or above grade
level -- in just two years. This is happening all over America.




































