









































I am here because I believe the new technologies like
the Internet and wireless communications can have an enormous
positive impact in the Navajo Nation. They can help you to leap-
frog over some of the biggest hurdles to develop your economic
and human potential. They can make great distances virtually
disappear. They can be a vehicle for job growth, for education,
for health care, for employment opportunities. They can be the
greatest equalizers our society has ever known.

I know the Navajo Nation has already begun to see this
potential, as President Begaye said. Here in Shiprock, the
closest public library is more than 30 miles away. Yet, thanks
to your new PowerUP partnership, children and parents now are
able to browse some of the great libraries of the world simply
by going to the Boys and Girls Club.

On the western side of the Navajo Nation, rural health
clinics are now linked through computers to the finest medical
specialists at the University of Arizona. Your new Navajo Able
initiative, funded in part by the Department of Education, is
providing technologies to help children with disabilities write
and communicate on computers. At Dine College, even rural
campuses have state-of-the-art computer labs, where students
soon will conduct real-time teleconferences with professors
all around the globe. But this is just the beginning.

Almost 30 years ago, whes I was a young map, still a
student, with no money and nd¥prospect reasonaby of becoming

President, I first drove across New Mexico. I fell in love with
the land and the people. I had my first opportunity to buy for
my mother and the girlfriend who became my wife some beautiful
Navajo jewelry. Now, just imagine if all the remarkable
silversmiths and weavers of the Navajo Nation could sell their
work not only in local markets, but in national and global
markets as well.

Just imagine if all remote health clinics were connected
electronically to major medical centers. Imagine if then they
could commute to high-tech, high-paying jobs in large cities just
by getting on a computer here in Shiprock. Imagine if all your
children had access to the same world of knowledge at the same
instant as children in the wealthiest communities in America.

The potential is staggering, and we have to seize it.

I am here today to pledge that the national government will
do its part in ways that honor your tribal sovereignty. Ever
since I have been President, we have worked to try to empower the
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