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COMMUNICATION

The objective of the two naticaal polls and focus graups was to feam how to

communicate R.epubhcnn hudget and tax poljcies to the Amencan people In one scase,
this memomadurm ig about

“fairmess” 3gainat.the Demacraty. For cxampie, why doa't we begin to ask:

¢ Isit“fair” for Mcdicare zecipients to bave even greater choice of doctors and

facilid=s than the average taxpayers who arg fundigg the system?
®* [sit “fair” to give student loans for truck driving schools?
® [sit “fair” to penalize middle class families for saving for the future?
® Isit"fair” to leave batered children in abusive homes?

That is why we are currently in searceh of the right words and phrases that will
belp explain what you want to do and why. These are our findings to date:

1) Na singls.svent will convince Amarica.you are real “hudget custery,” [t is
going to take a steady drunbeat of progress. High-profile successes such as
cucting staff, selling buildings, and eliminating Departneats are critical, but it will
take a bundred “victaries” over an extendsd period of time to cement the voters’
zust. A key challenge 1995: gverv time you save mianey for the faxnavars, let
them know, Andthen teil.them again..And again, And.again. Without

continuous rcpetition, Americans won't haar you

2) wmm:mm.n:mmmmwm_m:
Nobody in America knows what “develution™ means (except foc those who think
it bas religious coonotations). “Sanding Washing®n homs™ is absolutsly the bast
way to explain the qansfer of pawwe fram the federal 1o state and local

goverzments. [n the words of one focus group participant, “Wae ‘ve gor to haon a lot
.back to the staces and let tham run the show. *

3) Doksieal sammnunication works anly swhen it s nlayved in cantext. Put ths
boidgst debate in tarms of “The American Dream?” snd “our children’a

.. futuzre.® When asked to commant on the relationship betwesn & belanced budget
and ths fimrre of Amszica’s children, beth groups unasimously agreed that thay
would feel extrernely optimistic about their children's Amure if the badget deficit
were erased. The public does not waat 1o pay higher taxes or see their services o,
but the vast majority are prepared to maks saerifices “so that their chiidren
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can achieve the American Dream.” If we wlk about pain, we lose. If our words
invoke a better future, we win

«)  Runuing "Reapaonaive Chopd” Communications, We nesd to ask America to
ADSWET some prerty basic questons every single day:

- Do you get your mozey's worth fom Waskingron?

- Does Washingron spend your @x dollars wisely or foolishly?

« [fyou have to balancs your check book every month, shouldn't the
govarmmeat have o balance i Uuvas S*sTY yems?

= Who delivers charitable services more cfficiently, the Salvarion Army or the
Federal Government?

¢

-  Who builds higher quality and less expensive hon;uu for the poor, Habitat .

. for Humanity er HUD?

« Who cares mere about your children’s future, ahzmntheDapAmeut
of Education or you?

-~ Do you think AmeTica is an over-regulated or an under-regulated society?

-~ Do you think the same welfare programs work in the South Bronx and in
South Daknota?

5)  “Itistimeto putthe rovernment.on s dist.” This phrase resonatss exaemely

well With the average American likely to bave gained four pounds between
Thanksgiving spd New Years Day, the diet apalogy plays well thhmmnhtnd
pext As our focus @oup respondents offtred:

“A fast comes to my mind. So many people ars managing other
people that they can ‘'t managu the thing they wans to manage. *

“The fed could afford to be anorxic for a little while *

“Cus the waste. Cut the fot. I don't bnow what or where, but it's
there. *

6 mmmmmm mmmﬂnmmm

<

Miumhal,mmdmﬂawwuumnﬂm“b.
fund stndant loans and special education”™ reduced the munber of Americans
fmdyoppnd‘baudumwuylm
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vast majority of Americans believe their values are diferent from thosc who
represent themn in Washington

4) Americans recognize common sensc when thev sce it: Let the social scientists
compare fegressions and @y to figure ouwt whether cutting off welfaze will sto P
young girls from having babies. And let the moral philosophers debate whether
uawed mothers should oot be allowed to recsive welfare benefits. Despite their
dissatisfaction with curreat welfare, Amonem aren't yet ready to make either of
these ebanges For now,

o Wy [ 4 U

AFENALITHQUGHT
"The one thing thar Americars do is pull together in times of crisis.
Thar's whar we will do for our kids — what our parents did for us.
We will sacrifice for owr kids and grandchildren That's what this
counsry is all about. "

- Focus Group Participant

The public has lictle paticace or sympathy for the situation you sre now in. They
know the fedseral budgez is a complex problem, but they doa’t care. They expect YOU to

make the tough choices, regurdless of the political consequencas. They want a “fals”
soludan, and thay want it NOw.

M

Thcre are two schools of thought to the budget proceas: specific cuts and ecruss-
the-board reductions. Den't forget that whea you “zaro out” a program. you dasaoy
much of the organized special imarest group pressure that inevitably results in

ing. Howevar, if the policy makes sense, a cambination of the two epprosches
should be considerod. Afer completing the ling-item targering grocem, put whatever
ramains oa a 3% dict (1o & plsading voics, ask: “Can’t we save Just thres ceats out of
wvery dollar Washingron spends?™) After two hours of dlscussion, it Is easicr to sell a
focus grogp en $100 billian in asross-the-board cuts than sliminating s spexific $2 billian
poagEam.

Ceeg " - .

Al Ypu snter this process, remembar that Amacica’s oninion of the
Republican Parxy has nevsr haxu murs favorahle, Deapite the satiozal =adis's
mmbhﬂmsmtuvmyudlﬂﬂhdﬂnwhokmmm
half of Americans ssy their opinion of the “Rzputiicans in Congrens” has improved sinee
the election; culy 25% say it has wortanad These igures are almost exactly reversed for
the Democrats. As you read this, the Republicans are the party of “change,” “leadership”™
and “the future.”
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This mprecedented strengdh, however, doesn’t mean there is no room for
improvemear. A plurality of Ameticans suill think neither parey “Is llstening to tham”™
(40%), and that aeither party “Will clean up the mess th Washingtor” (41%). A majodity
also belicves that neither party “Keeps rthelr promises”™ (58%). And stll leas than balf of
Amaerica have heard or read anything about The Cp:wna.

You are Amsrica’s best hope for the funre. Actially, you are the oaly hope.
Dea’t let us down.

\"
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Optimistic Positive Governing Words

Use tre list celow to help define your campaign and your vision of public ser-
~ce Tresewords can help give extra power to your message. In aadition.
\mese werds helc develop the positive side of the contrast you should create
with your cpporent. giving your commumnity something to vote for!

share
change
opportunity
legacy
challenge
control
truth

moral
courage
reform
prosperity
crusade
movement
children
family
debate
compete
active (ly)
we / us / our
candid (ly)
humane
pristine
provide

liberty
commitment
principle (d)
unique
duty
precious
premise
care (ing)
tough
listen

learn

help

lead

vision
success
empower (ment)
citizen
activist
mobilize
conflict
light

dream
freedom

speace

rights

pioneer

proud / pride

building

preserve

pro- (issue)__
flag, children,
environment,

reform

workfare

eleminate good-
time in prison

strength

choice / choose

- fair

protect
confident
incentive

hard work
initiative
common Sense
passionate
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An ADL Fact Finding Report
ARMED & DANGEROUS:
MILITIAS TAKE AIM AT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Introduction

Bands of armed right-wing militants, most calling themselves "militias,” are cropping up across
America. They have no centralized structure, but there are linkages among some of them,
consisting largely of the sharing of propaganda material and speakers. A survey conducted by
the Anti-Defamation League has found evidence of their activity in no fewer than 13 states.

The aims of these militias, often bellicosely stated, involve laying the groundwork for massive
resistance to the federal government and its law enforcement agencies as well as opposition to
gun control laws. In the view of many such extremists, numbering in the thousands, America’s
government is the enemy, now widening its authoritarian control and planning warfare against the
citizenry.

To the militia ideologies, gun control legislation -- the Brady Law,(1) restrictions on assault
weapons,(2) etc. -- are major stratagems in a secret government conspiracy to disarm and control
the American people and abolish their Constitutional "right to bear arms.” (3) They are also
obsessed with the role of government in two recent events -- the Branch Davidian confrontation in
Waco(4) and the Randy Weaver siege in Idaho(5) -- which they interpret as signs of impending
tyranny. The answer, say these extremists, is ultimately, necessarily, paramilitary resistance. An
armed and aroused citizenry must be mobilized and ready for a call to war.

For most, if not all, of the militias, the fear of government confiscation of their weapons is a
paramount concern. Samuel Sherwood, head of the "U.S. Militia Association” in Idaho, states:

"When they come around to collect weapons, we’ll have the legal and lawful structure to say
‘no’ to that.” Randy Trochmann of the "Militia of Montana” gets tougher: "If and when the federal
government decidas to confiscate weapons people will band together to stop them. They are not
going to give up their guns.” And the "enemy" easily becomes nightmarish: Robert Pummer, a
leader of the "Florida State Militia," says that his group is "capable of defending ourselves against
chemical and biological agents."

Although thwarting gun control is the chief aim of the militias, they seek to turn the clock back
on federal involvement in a host of other issues as well, e.g., education, abortion, the environment.

Case in point: Norman Olson, a regional militia commander in northern Michigan, has envisioned
violence erupting if present government policies continue. Olson, a Baptist minister who owns a
gun shop, declared: "We’re talking about a situation where armed conflict may be inevitable if the
country doesn’t turn around.” (Emphasis added.) Most often the central issue of the militants has
been the legality of guns themselves. Clearly, their deeper suspicions and terrors should be of
concern: Is their militant cause merely the alleged gun-toting "right" of citizens? -- or is it the
"turning around” of the U.S. itself from what the militants see as the "treasonous” direction of the
federal government’s present policies? The question which no one can answer just yet is what,
exactly, the "militias” intend to do with their guns.

Might they still, as many observers hope, limit themselves to the time-honored means provided
by the Constitution -- freedom of expression, the ballot, the courts, the right of petition -- or do
they intend to resort to lawlessness?















Although his current project is not strictly speaking the formation of militias, Bo Gritz’s activity
closely parallels the militia movement. Gritz, the 1992 Populist Party candidate for president, is a
former Green Beret, well-known for conducting SPIKE {Specially Prepared Individuals for Key
Events) training throughout the region, preparing participants in weapons and survival techniques.

Gritz is currently creating an armed community on a 200-acre piece of land in Central Idaho
known as "Almost Heaven." He purchased the land and is now selling it in lots. A second
community called "Shenandoah" is also planned nearby. Gritz plans to live at Almost Heaven with
30 other families in a self-sufficient community which he has said will obey all
laws "unless they go against the laws of God and common sense." Through rigorous military
training, Gritz plans to prepare his followers to prevent the government from making any attempts
to intrude: "I want a community where if the FBI looks at us, they’ll end up saying it's more trouble
than it’s worth."

Gritz derives much of his support from his opposition to the federal government’s actions in the
Weaver and Waco cases. He himself was present at the Weaver standoff and assisted Weaver in
surrendering to the authorities. Gritz recently wrote in his newsletter, "The tyrants who ordered
the assault on the Weavers and Waco should be tried and executed as traitors.” But Gritz’s
extremist views go beyond opposition to certain government policies. For example, in his book,
Called To Serve, he peddles the anti-Semitic myth that Jewish families control the Federal
Reserve System.

Indiana

Indianapolis is the home base of Linda Thompson, an influential figure in the militia movement
nationally. Thompson is a lawyer and chairman of the American Justice Federation, which
describes itself as "a group dedicated to stopping the New World Order and getting the truth out to
the American public.” Thompson claims to have contact with militias in all 50 states. She appears
frequently at militia gatherings and gun shows, to lecture and sell her videos "Waco, The Big Lie,"
and "Waco Il -- The Big Lie Continues." The latter, she claims, "proves conclusively the
government murdered 100 men, women and children at Mt. Carmel in April 1993." She also
sells other propaganda material such as "The Traitor Files," which purport to link "Bill and Hillary
Clinton to a Marxist-Terrorist network."”

On July 13, 1994, Thompson was arrested in Indianapolis for using her vehicle to block a bus
carrying supporters of President Clinton’s health care plan. She was charged with obstructing
traffic. At the time of her arrest police officers seized from her person a .45-caliber pistol and a

.22-caliber Derringer pistol. They also found in her vehicle an assault rifle with 295 rounds of
ammunition. Her case is pending.

Thompson’s most ambitious undertaking to date was a planned militia march on Washington,
D.C., on Sept. 19, 1994, where an ultimatum was to be delivered to the government. The
ultimatum commanded members of Congress to initiate legislation that would, among other things,
repeal the 14th, 16th and 17th Amendments to the Constitution, and the Brady Law and
NAFTA. Designating herself "Acting Adjutant General," of the "Unorganized Militia of the United
States,” Thompson ordered all participants to come "armed and in uniform.” She announced that,
besides delivering the ultimatum, "The militia will arrest congressmen who have failed to uphold
their oaths of office, who will then be tried for treason by citizens’ courts.”

Realizing after several months that support for her march was lacking, Thompson called it off,
yet her standing in the militia movement apparently remains undiminished.

The John Birch Society, troubled about Thompson’s influence on its members and staff, found it
necessary to warn them against her.

On May 12, 1994, the society issued an official "admonition to all members and a directive to all
employees” to "stay clear of her schemes." They said: "Linda Thompson’s call for the arrest in
September of members of Congress and the President of the United States by an armed militia is
not just insane, it is contrary to all understanding of the nature and identity of the enemy." It
appears that even by the standards of the John Birch Society, Thompson is too radical.




Meanwhile, Thompson continues to appear at rallies and conferences around the country, and on
radio, promoting the militia cause and calling down thunder upon the American government and
its law enforcement agencies.

A rally to form a militia in Indianapolis took place in September 1994, at a union hall in the south
central part of the city. In attendance were some 200 persons, filling the hall to capacity, while an
overflow crowd was turned away. '

A smaller militia is believed to be functioning in Switzerland County, in eastern Indiana. The
county, long plagued by extremist activity, has been the home base of the Northwest Territory
Knights of the KKK, a Klan splinter group.

Michigan

The militia movement has gained a following in Michigan. The most visible such group in the
state has sprung up in northern Michigan. Spokesmen there makg the (probably exaggerated) claim
that militias have 10,000 members and that brigades are operating or are currently forming in
66 of the state’s 83 counties. Meetings reportedly draw 50 to 100 attendees.

The issues animating Michigan’s militias are the same as those fueling the movement nationally.
Chief among them is a belief that gun control legislation is but a prelude to a complete ban on
firearms ownership in this country. An essential additional ingredient, though, is their
conviction that the government intends to wage war on citizens who refuse to give up their
weapons. They cite as evidence for this view the tragic assault on the Branch Davidian compound
in Waco, Texas, and the 1992 raid on the cabin of Randy Weaver in Idaho, in which Weaver’s wife
and son and a federal marshal were killed. They also contend that this same federal government is
acquiescing in the surrender of U.S. sovereignty to the United Nations and other international
bodies. One militia, accordingly, aims to "stand against tyranny, globalism, moral relativism,
humanism and the New World Order threatening to undermine these United States of America.”

Norman E. Olson, 47, a Baptist minister and gun-shop owner in Alanson, is the commander of
the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Northern Michigan Regional Militia. After a few months of
discussion and recruitment, the group was established in April 1994. It conducts training exercises
twice a month. At a recent session, weapons reportedly included Chinese SKS semi-automatic
assault rifles, shotguns and deer rifles.

When residents complained about militia members clad in camouflage uniforms and painted faces
gathering with their rifles at a village park and a public campground in Peliston, the village council
banned firearms from those and other village sites. Militia commander Olson threatened to sue the
village for allegedly violating his rights. He also announced that his group would no longer convene
in the park or the campground, saying: "The people of Peliston have got to want the light of
liberty."”

Olson strenuously denies that the Northern Michigan Regional Militia is racist or anti-Semitic. He
claims some Jewish:ancestry, and professes admiration for Israel. But his militia’s rhetoric on
occasion has been extreme and alarmist. In reference to the aborted march on Washington
promoted by Indianapolis militia leader Linda Thompson, Olson has written: "Many thousands are
prepared to go to Washington in uniform, carry their guns, prepared to present the ultimatum to
the President and to Congress. This may be the beginning of a Concord-like confrontation." A
militia pamphlet distributed at a May meeting in Petoskey attended by some 55 people reportedly
asked: "What force exists to prevent a state or federally orchestrated massacre like the one in
Waco from occurring in Michigan?" Ray Southwell, a real estate agent who is the group’s
information officer, has said: "I’d guess that within the next two years, you will see the
Constitution suspended.” His further prediction: "Christian fundamentalists will be the first to go
under fascism this time. Just like the Jews were the first last time."”

Southwell speaks as though he regards confrontation with law enforcement as inevitable. His
militia is preparing for the day "when martial law is declared.” "We are taking a stand,” he says,
"and are prepared to lose everything."

Other militia activists in Michigan have had their own encounter with the law. Police in




Fowlerville (Livingston County) arrested three militia members on Sept. 8, 1994. Loaded rifles and
handguns, as well as gas masks, night-vision binoculars and two-way radios, were found in their
car. At the men’s scheduled Sept. 14 hearing, at least two dozen uniformed supporters staged a
protest in front of the courthouse and stomped on a United Nations flag. The suspects failed to
appear and are considered fugitives. They were described by their supporters as security aides to
Mark Koernke (a.k.a. "Mark from Michigan"), a former Army intelligence officer whose "America in
Peril™ video and speeches have helped to recruit members to militias around the country.

All the confrontational talk has caught the attention of law enforcement authorities. "Some of
their material is disquieting because it defines the U.S. government as the enemy,"” said a
Michigan State Police commander. "It is disquieting if people think redress is in armed conflict
with the U.S. government.” The head of the Detroit office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms expressed the hope "that the militia groups would use the power of the vote rather than
the threat of armed violent confrontation to accomplish their goals.”

«

Missouri

Militias are active in Missouri but do not appear to be as well-organized as in other states. They
operate in at least five southern Missouri counties: Crawford, Green, Barton, Dade and Cedar, and
number collectively approximately 130 members. The militias hold irregular meetings to view
training videos, discuss paramilitary techniques and exchange literature reflecting right-wing views.

Missouri’s militias are attempting to organize themselves for political action by, among other
things, running candidates for local office. In keeping with their political aspirations, they have
attempted to avoid any public identification with more extreme groups, although some members
also belong to the John Birch Society and the Populist Party.

Montana

Militias have been forming in Montana since February 1994. While the rhetoric of these groups
focuses on gun control and other familiar militia causes, examination reveals that some of the
leading figures in the Montana militia movement have also participated in the activities of racist and
anti-Semitic groups.

Meetings have been held across the state, drawing as many as 800 at a March 10 meeting in
Kalispell. Two other meetings there also drew over 150 participants. Similar gatherings held in
Hamilton, Eureka, Big Timber and Great Falls drew over 200 participants each. Smaller numbers
attended meetings in Sanders County, Billings and Troy. While the crowds at initial meetings have
been large, they have tended to fall off somewhat at subsequent gatherings.

Montana militias often dwell on the state’s history as an.independent outpost of freedom. A
recent militia newsletter quoted, with approval, Gary Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting
Sports Association (an anti-gun control group) in a call for rejection of all federal control over
the state:

Montanans are fed up with the federal government dictating to Montana and the people of
Montana and we are through with Congress’s increasing encroachment on the Bill of Rights. We
have a thirst for freedom in Montana, and we simply will not subsist under the boot heel of federal
tyranny. There may be some debate about what the Second Amendment means to the U.S.
Supreme Court or the people of Peoria, but there is no question about what the Second
Amendment means to the people of Montana. "The great purpose” as Patrick Henry said, "is that
every man be armed."

Militia of Montana
The Militia of Montana (M.0.M.) is among the most visible and the most extreme of such groups

in the country. M.O.M. is run in Noxon, Mont., by the Trochmann brothers, John and David and
David’s son Randy, all of whom have long been involved in the white supremacist movement. The







New Hampshire law provides for an "unorganized militia” made up of all citizens over the age of
18 who are not in the national guard or state guard. Militia enthusiasts in New Hampshire have
pointed to the state’s legislation (as well as the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution) to
explain and justify their seemingly oxymoronic organization of "unorganized militias.” There is
nothing to suggest, however, that they actually intend to serve according to the spirit of the laws
by which they justify their own existence. Such laws call for the governor of the state to direct
members of the "unorganized militia" to serve in the National Guard during times of crisis.

New Hampshire is the home of the Constitution Defense Militia, a well-organized group with at
least 15 members. It is not known if the group engages in paramilitary training or the stockpiling
of weapons.

The group has held meetings at the home of Edward L. Brown of Plainsfield. Brown is outspoken
in his support of the concept of militias and devotes much of his time and energy to the causes
embraced by them: opposition to gun control, the United Nations and the federal government. He
recently lobbied against a bill that would ban guns in school zones, for example.

While much of Brown'’s activity appeals to mainstream opponents of gun control and big
government, his enthusiasm for conspiracy theories and his reliance on extremist propaganda
places him on the far reaches of the political spectrum. Brown is a devoted reader of The
Spotlight, the organ of Liberty Lobby, the best-funded and most active anti-Semitic propaganda
organization in the United States. In a recent telephone call to ADL, Brown acknowledged that he
gets his information on domestic and international affairs from The Spotlight. He recently wrote
letters to his congressman and senators in Washington regarding the alleged build-up
of hostile foreign troops inside the United States. Other members of his militia reportedly also
embrace conspiracy fantasies involving the Council on Forengn Relations, the Trilateral Commission,
and the Rockefeller Foundation.

At a recent meeting of the group, members expressed their admiration for two extremist figures:
Bo Gritz and Linda Thompson (see the sections of this report on Idaho and Indiana). The group has
been in contact with Gritz regarding the organization of militias.

New Mexico

As in neighboring Arizona, the organization of militias in New Mexico is in the nascent stages.
Thus far, the most visible manifestation of pro-militia sentiment in New Mexico has been found in
The Free American, a monthly newspaper published privately by Clayton R. Douglas and his wife,
Jan Douglas. The September 1994 issue contained an advertisement declaring: "It’s Time To Take
Matters Into Our Own Hands. It’'s Time To Protect Our Constitution! Join The New Mexico
Unorganized Militia." The accompanying phone number for more information was the number of
the newspaper itself.

The militia movement appears to be taking hold in Catron County, an area that in recent years
has experienced much anti-federal government sentiment among some residents. Among the
groups attempting to organize a local militia are "Concerned Citizens" and the "Patriots of Catron
County.”

Finally, literature from Linda Thompson’s (see Indiana section) "Unorganized Militias of the
United States," has been distributed through gun shops in Albugquerque.

North Carolina

North Carolina’s militia movement has been fueled by an alarmist vision of a U.S. government
bent on the destruction of American liberties.

A Monroe-based group called Citizens for the Reinstatement of Constitutional Government has
coalesced around Albert Esposito. He denies that he is preaching revolution, but his rhetoric
includes clear overtones of preparation for battle with the imagined enemy. He urges the group to
amass caches of the "Four B’s": Bibles, bullets, beans and bandages. Many members own
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County militia, the neo-Nazi SS Action Group and the Ku Klux Klan.
Other militia groups have arisen in Franklin County and Warren County. A militia-type group
called "Patriots" meets in Cincinnati and conducts paramilitary exercises in rural Clermont County.

Virginia

On July 27, 1994, James Roy Mullins, a founding member of a militia-like group called The Blue
Ridge Hunt Club, was arrested and charged with the possession and sale of a short-barreled rifle
and unregistered silencers and with facilitating the unlawful purchase of a firearm. Ultimately,
three other members were also charged with firearm offenses. Federal officials said that Mullins
had formed the club to arm its members in preparation for war with the government. The cases
are pending.

The group, formed earlier in 1994, has had as many as 15 members. They are said to have met
three times before Mullins’ arrest. While members of the group say that their purpose is to lobby
against gun control laws, federal law enforcement officials tell a much different story. An ATF
official who investigated the case said that "Mullins is organizing a group of confederates, to be
armed and trained in paramilitary fashion, in preparation for armed conflict with government
authorities should firearms legislation become too restrictive.” Evidence of such preparation is
substantial. In searches of members’ homes and storage facilities, federal agents found a stockpile
of weapons. In Mullins’ home, agents found 13 guns, several of which had homemade silencers.
They also found explosives, hand grenades, fuses and blasting caps in a separate
warehouse.

Even pretrial incarceration has not stopped Mullins from threatening violence. While in jail, he
wrote a letter to a friend saying that he wanted to borrow a machine gun in order to "take care of
unfinished business" with certain prosecution witnesses. -

The strongest indications of the group’s goals was the draft of a portion of its newsletter found
on a computer disk obtained by federal agents. On the disk, Mullins had written:

Hit and run tactics will be our method of fighting....We will destroy targets such as telephone
relay centers, bridges, fuel storage tanks, communications towers, radio stations, airports,
etc...human targets will be engaged...when it is beneficial to the cause to eliminate particular
individuals who oppose us (troops, police, political figures, snitches, etc.).

An ATF official also said that Mullins was planning to arm the group by burglarizing the National
Guard Armory in Pulaski, Virginia.

Conclusion

Given the revolutionary posturing of so many of the militias, and the role in them of hatemongers
of long standing, the better part of wisdom dictates that close attention be paid to them. There is a
role here for the press and for citizen organizations that monitor extremism. The
Anti-Defamation League is pledged to do its part.

The chief responsibility for keeping on top of the militia threat, however, plainly rests with the
law enforcement branch of government.

That this responsibility must be implemented with all due respect for the legal rights to which
everyone is entitled should go without saying. Law enforcement agencies need the requisite
resources to monitor these groups and to take appropriate measures, when necessary, to protect
the public.

One such tool is paramilitary training legislation already on the books of many states. Those
laws (many patterned after a model bill first formulated by ADL, which is appended to this report)
should be applied, where appropriate. In states where such laws have yet to be adopted, ADL
urges that they be given prompt consideration.

The right to hold and promote one’s views on the issues which are agitating the militias -- such
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as gun control, the environment, and abortion -- is inviolate under the Constitution. There is no
right, however, to use force or violence either to impose one’s views on others or to resist laws
properly enacted. That is the crux of the problem presented by the rise of the militias.

FOOTNOTES

1. The Brady Law requires a five-day waiting period in the sale of all handguns, during which
time a background check will be performed on the purchaser through a national computerized
network.

2. The 1994 federal crime bill recently signed by President Clinton bans the sale and possession
of 19 different types of assault weapons and limits gun clips to a maximum of 10 bullets.

3. The Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states: "A well regulated militia being
necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people tp keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed.”

4. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (ATF) originally attempted to enter the Branch
Davidian compound in order to seize illegal weapons and arrest those responsible. The residents of
the compound resisted the raid through arms, killing four ATF agents. The residents then remained
in the compound for several weeks until a second assault at which time the compound burst into
flame killing more than 80 group members.

5. Randy Weaver, a white supremacist, failed to appear in Federal Court on a weapons charge in
1992. He hid out with his wife, his children, and an associate, Kevin Harris, in a cabin in a remote
area of northern Idaho. The U.S. Marshals Service, learning of Weaver’s whereabouts, surrounded
the cabin. In the 11-day siege which followed, a Deputy Marshal William Degan, and Weaver’s son
and wife were slain. Finally, Weaver and Harris surrendered. At their subsequent trialin July
1993, Harris was acquitted of all charges and Weaver was acquitted of all but two lesser charges,
for which he served 15 months in jail. The incident has since been made into a cause celebre by
right-wing extremists.

6. Not included in this report are those militias that exist merely as resolutions by some county
commissions to demonstrate their symbolic opposition to gun control.

APPENDIX
ADL MODEL PARAMILITARY TRAINING STATUTE

A. (1) Whoever teaches or demonstrates to any other person the use, application, or making of
any firearm, explosive or incendiary device, or technique capable of causing injury or death to
persons, knowing or having reason to know or intending that same will be unlawfully employed for
use in, or in furtherance of, a civil disorder; or

(2) Whoever assembles with one or more persons for the purpose of training with, practicing
with, or being instructed in the use of any firearm, explosive or incendiary device, or technique
capable or causing injury or death to persons, intending to employ unlawfully the same for use
in, or in furtherance of, a civil disorder --

Shall be fined not more than __ or imprisoned not more than __ years, or both.

B. Nothing contained in this section shall make unlawful any act of any law enforcement officer
which is performed in the lawful performance of his official duties.

C. As used in this section:

(1) The term "“civil disorder" means any public disturbance involving acts of violence by
assemblages of three or more persons, which causes an immediate danger of or results in damage
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MARKETING DIRECTION * MEDIA PRODUCTION

March 17. 1995

Mr. Don Fowler

Democratic National Committee
430 S. Capitol Street
Washington, D.C. 20003

Decar Mr. Fowlzr:

I am a modcrate Democrat and a member of the California chapter of the Democratic Leadership
Council (Los Angeles) as well as the DNC. I am very pleased that yourself and Senator Dodd have taken
the party rcins at this very challenging time. | have been very active in party activities and have given
generously of my time, spirit and wallet (to the extent that I am able to do so).

Following our party’s near political Armageddon last November and the change in party leadership, I fekt
compclled to writc about what I think are some critical elements for reviewing our past mistakes and
oversights. and for rebuilding and restructuring for the battle of 1996.

We Democrats (‘new’ and “old’) can philosophize from now until the cows come home about the how
and why of the 1994 electoral debacle. And as a beyond the beltway activist/observer, I must admit, |
could sce the train wreck coming long beforc the clection. as evidenced by the following:

v There was a complete lack of theme and focus from the national party level (and of course Newt
had his contract). The DNC's performance was dismal -- no national leadership and complete
chaos at the local/grassroots level(s). Mr. Wilhelm is probably a perfectly good and decent man,
but he was inarticulate and lacked the stature to effectively manage and motivate our party’s
very fractious coalition Grossly overpaid consultants. over-rcliance and focus on special
interest groups and drowning in that disastrous healthcare debate (the public fighting among
Democrats was equally as destructive as the jabs we took from the Republicans and *Harry and
Louise’) drained the party of much of its spirit and (pre-clection) very healthy financial
resources. giving us the appearance of being void of fresh and innovative ideas.

LA And while President Clinton had some fault to bear, a larger source of our problems were at the
hands of the Copgressignal Democratic Leadership. They behaved like a spoiled political class,
completely out of touch with voters, and missed a critical opportunity for reform that Newt is
currently capitalizing on. As a result. a minority of the voting population (the energized GOP
and the few Democrats who did bother to vote) expressed its disgust and disdain with the
Congressional Democratic squabbling (with the White House, amongst themselves and with the
GORP). their perceived lack of leadership and inept legislative capacity. As a Majority party with
the White House. we appeared incapable of agrecing on many of the high profile issues, and
those issucs we did agree on. we couldn’t effectively convince the voting public that we had
indecd made progress. Watching the Democratic congress legislate was like watching a daily
bout of group bulemia. We were undisciplined, while the GOP was poetry in motion with their
calculated assault/obstruction. They were confident in the notion that there was no price to pay
for obstniction because the Democrats imploded so effectively among ourselves.
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Vickie Carter to Chairman Fowler

By contrast, Haley Barbour ran the RNC like a well-oiled machine, with a carefully crafted
message, strategy and media support (with significantly less financial resources than we had).
We completely misread the political landscape by dismissing and ignoring Newt and his
minions in late 1993 when his schemes and strategy were becoming very clear.

Needless to sav Democrats must shed their dysfunctional behavior to unite and devclop a theme for
oursclves as a cohesive and steadfast champion of the “great middle” of American Voters. The DLC’s
response to the Contract on America was an excellent start. but we must rid ourselves of the image of a
party of spccial intcrests and present ourselves as, “the party of the American Majority” (including the
64% of white male voters that helped elect the GOP majority*) that stands for the following:

* (1 am not a bigot, but a realistic. 31 year old, well educated black woman wha lives in an affluent Republican district, and can read
the writing on the wall!)

1. Equal opportunity, not guarantecd incomes.

2. Taxes paid on basis of what the country has done for you. not on basis of what the
government can get away with doing to you.

3. The right to bear arms in defense of our families and property.

4. Frecdom from government interference in our private lives and personal decisions.
3. Individual responsibility.

6. Tolerance of diversity.

7. Rewarding honest hard work.

8. Freedom to worship as we belicve. not as others would force us to.

Y. Families as the foundation of our society - not just a bumper sticker slogan. o
10. Access to public ainwvaves for all of us. not just Rush and his clones and dittoheads
11. Secparation of church and state. o prescrve the frecdom to worship as we believe.
12. A strong United States: militarily. economically and morally.

13. Prevent crime and punish criminals.

14. Bringing poor Americans into the mainstream. Not creating an underclass.

15. A foreign policy that promotes peice. democracy. decency and not just our
cconomniic interests.

\/ The Republicans have shown us what happens to a house divided. It will not stand!!! We must
exert the same discipiined tenacity that the GOP exhibited so cffectively in their last 2 years as a
minority. The results of the 1994 races have made this far more difficult because many of the
moderates and conservatives in our party were defeated. thus leaving an even more fractious
coalition than before. Nevertheless we must remain united. The public squabbling and bashing
of the President must cease and desist! (Did vou ever hear the congressional Republicans bash

Ronald Reagan ... Newt would never tolerate Tauzin's public, “treasonous’ threats of party
defection ...)

If we can grow up and let go of somce of the pain of last November, we have an oddly unique and
bricf window of opportunity to take advantage of the fact that the GOP Presidential wannabes
(most notably Dole and Gramm) will soon begin turning on each other like rabid dogs, dividing
their party on the ideological (moderatc vs. far right) lines. For instance, the politics of the
Foster confirmation have strangely cnough turned to the advantage of White House (after their
admitted bungling of the background check). There will be additional opportunities within the
workings of the Scnate as those factions loyval to Gramm begin to show their “true’ colors. thus
making Dolc’s life increasingly difficult as he attempts to juggle the responsibilities of leading
the contentious Senate and fend off the blatant and more stealth-like Gramm inflicted daggers
that will inevitably come his way...



Vickie Carter to Chairman Fowler

Now that much of the old baggage (Rostenkowski, Jack Brooks, Foley ctc.) is gone, the party is now
‘liberated’ from many of the old nuances that kept us from promoting much of the ‘reform agenda’ that
Gingrich has scized. We should therefore focus on developing a strategy to not only win back our 15
house scats (to effectively Boot Newt), but to also develop a strategy to rebuild and renew our base, by
organizing, training and educating individuals who hold Democratic Party principles to become
Democratic Party grassroots activists and supporters. There should also be an organized, concerted effort
(as William Kiristol advised his GOP colleagues) to subjugate actions and policies on coherent, steadfast
principles, as well as the ‘96 clections.

We must also begin a disciplined counter-attack to the visceral. hateful, savage banter that the far-right
radio talk show culture levels against our party on a daily/hourly non-stop basis. The GOP has cleaned
our clocks on the use of this *alternative™ medium to communicate with their grass roots -- and now, an
cven more mean and extreme clement of this culture (“hate-radio™) has cmerged in the aftermath of the
November clections.

While we don’t need to jump aboard the *hate train’, we can articulate our views by educating and
encouraging party members {as they ve done iu Texas) to challenge and aggressively respond to the
distortions. lies and malicious. hate-mongering by Limbaugh and his wannabe imitators.

Finally. we need to play offense rather than defense on the major policy issues. For example the
Proposition 187 crowd here in California are initiating a similar policy for the future of Affirmative
Action. Why not instcad of being “on the ropes” on these issues offer a DLC/DNC response, much the
same way that the DLC responded to the ‘Contract’. it should be positioned as compassionate and
thoughtful. On immigration, the policy should focus more on border control. On affirmative action, =~
focus more on self-reliance. hard work and equal opportunity, rather than using the provocative, divisive
wedge language (i.c. affirmative action “rollback’, ‘save the males’. etc...) that Republicans are
beginning to bandy about in their cue up to the 96 contest. (For instance, in addition to reviewing the
Affirmative Action programs which the President is currently doing, he should appoint Barbara Jordan
to head a task force to make recominendations. This would provide the cover the President would need
against the more lefi-leaning segment of the party, particularly Jesse Jackson.)

I realize this a lot of information. none of it new or innovative. But it is a beginning of what many
activists and Democratic Party supporicrs beyond the beltway are yearning to hear from our leaders in
Washington.

Thank you very much for vour lcadership and vision. Thank you very much for listening.

Sincerely,

Sewd Y ol

Vickic Carter



















































