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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UN SYSTEM, 1991-1999
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December 6, 2000

Regarding our conversation on the Vanity Fair article, I am sending a copy.
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Happy Reading!
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I
J 
i

i

■,

II
3

I
1
1

G be running for prositlenl?
Trv a lai her's hear I break, it mol hers 
re\renge, and the blindly competitive 

slreak that has surlaced whenever 
failure loomed: at school, in business, 

at home, or, now. in the biggest 

game of his lile

BY GAIL SHEEHY

1i
I

H

■ .

’i!
I

politics

f

Bl
If

handsome, infectiously informal, full of value of cultivating the press. He has a little 
energy and benign mischief. His face is a tease for each reporter: “Hey, are you gonna

George Bush himself who saunters down constant play, of expressions, most of them
the aisle toward the press section. He clownish or mocking. “Anybody got any
rolls, back on his heels and throws his questions?”
hands up in the air. “Haaay, don’t worry “I do,” I call out, raising my hand.
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rive in Austin later in the day. He says defi­
nitely. “Could I lope along behind?” I ask.

“Are you a loper?” He moves past my 
seat, then turns back, smirking. “An inter­
loper.” He says I can’t run with him to­
day. “Too hot. It’s 97 degrees down there.”

“What about you? Are you environ­
mentally ...”

“Adapted?” The Texan candidate chuck­
les. “Yeah, I’m environmentally adapted.”

old travelin’ family—the whole experience.”
A day later, flying from Cleveland to 

Austin, I ask Bush if he has any reaction 
to the new “civil union” law upheld by the 
Vermont Supreme Court allowing gays 
the rights and responsibilities of married 
couples.

“I missed that,” he says. “Is that like 
gay marriage?” He wrinkles his nose.

Told it is a new alternative, he says, “I 
haven’t heard anything about it. I’d only 
be interested if it were an issue in Texas.”

I ask this national candidate what he 
reads in the morning. “New York Times. 
For news. Good foreign coverage. I don’t 
read stories about myself, which some­

e likes best to run in the hammering 
heat of the Texas noonday sun, and 
he hits the concrete running. No 

warm-up, no stretching. George Bush is a 
“red-ass in a hurry,” as the sportswriters 

side is winning the third set when it starts 
to snow. Hard, fat flakes. The catering truck 
pulls up. But Bush won’t let anybody quit. 
“He’s pissed. George runs his mouth con­
stantly,” says Betts indulgently. “He’s mak­
ing fun of your last shot, mocking you, 
needling you, goading you—he never shuts 
up!” They continued to play tennis through 
a driving snowstorm.

It is something of an in-joke with Bush’s 
friends and family. “In reality we all know 
who won, but George wants to go further to 
see what happens,” says an old family 
friend, venture capitalist and former MGM 
chairman Louis “Bo” Polk Jr. “George 
would say, ‘Play that one over,’ or T wasn’t 
quite ready.’ The overtimes are what’s fun, 
so you make your own. When you go that 
extra mile or that extra point... you go to 
a whole new level.”

say in Texas, meaning he has a whole lot 
of energy and aggression to bum off or 
he’s likely to blow. He has always been that 
way. When Barbara Bush took her 13-year- 
old son and his best friend, Doug Han­
nah, to play golf at her Houston club, 
George would start cursing if he didn’t tee 
off well. His mother would tell him to quit 
it. By the third or fourth hole he would be 
yelling “Fuck this” until he had ensured 
that his mother would send him to the car.

“It fit his needs,” says Hannah. “He 
couldn’t lose.”

Once, after his mother banished him 
from the golf course, she turned to Han­
nah and declared, “That boy is going to 
have optical rectosis.” What did that mean? 
“She said, ‘A shitty outlook on life.’”

Even if he loses, his friends say, he 
doesn’t lose. He’ll just change the score, 
or change the rules, or make his oppo­
nent play until he can beat him. “If you 
were playing basketball and you were play­
ing to 11 and he was down, you went to 
15,” says Hannah, now a Dallas insurance 
executive. “If he wasn’t winning, he would 
quit. He would just walk off.... It’s what 
we called Bush Effort: If I don’t like the 
game, I take my ball and go home. Very 
few people can get away with that.” So 
why could George get away with it? “He 
was just too easygoing and too pleasant.”

Another fast friend, Roland Betts, ac­
knowledges that it is the same in tennis. 
In November 1992, Bush and Betts were 
in Santa Fe to host a dinner party, but 
they had just enough time for one set of 
doubles. The former Yale classmates were 
on opposite sides of the net. “There was 
only one problem—my side won the first 
set,” recalls Betts. “O.K., then we’re go­
ing two out of three,” Bush decreed. 
Bush’s side takes the next set. But Betts’s 

times have news.” He smirks. “Chronicle, 
of course”—he nods to the Houston Chron­
icle reporter. “Sometimes read clips from 
The Wall Street Journal. Course we get the 
wire services.

“Couple days ago I read a piece in the 
Financial Times about, uh, uh”—he knits 
his eyebrows in mock seriousness—“arbi­
trage. Fascinating.” As if pleased with him­
self for getting the word out correctly, he 
repeats it. “Yeah, aam-bee-trage.”

This being a trip where Bush is intent 
upon bashing his rival, Al Gore, for the 
high price of gas, the governor mentioned 
in a speech the need to develop new oil and 
gas sources in the “overthrust belt.” I ask 
him what it is.

“That’s part of the West where the tec­
tonic plates slide over each other.” He 
pokes fun at us: “I’ll have to take it a little 
slower—far be it from me to speak over 
the heads of the press and insult your in­
telligence.”

“Just don’t overthrust us too often,” I 
tease back. “Why hasn’t there been explo­
ration out there?”

“There has been a little. It covers sev­
eral western states—Wyoming, Colorado, 
Utah. There’s a lot of interest in western 
oil companies about it. You’d have to ask 
Don Evans,” referring to his campaign 
chairman. Evans, like Bush and the run­
ning mate he would later select, Dick Che­
ney, is an oilman.

“Is it environmental issues that have 
held back exploration there?”

Bush nods, as if only mildly interested. 
“Probably.” Then he bounces right back 
to the business of charming the press.

“Hey, Gail, did you go to the baseball 
game last night?”

“No, Governor, I was traveling with you.” 
I ask if he plans to go running when we ar­

his blind drive to win was instilled in 
the Bush clan by George’s paternal 
grandmother, Dorothy Walker Bush, 

described by her daughter-in-law Barbara 
Bush as “the most competitive living hu­
man.” Anyone who challenged her to a 
swimming race just didn’t know Dottie; 
she would keep pulling through the cold, 
choppy sea off the Maine coast until she 
had exhausted her competition. At the 
family compound in Kennebunkport, Dot­
tie saw that the children and grandchildren 
were ranked on their expertise in every ac­
tivity from fishing to checkers to horse­
shoes. Big George, her son and the future 
president, was also an unbridled competi­
tor; he even had to beat his own children 
at the family tiddlywinks championships. 
But given Big George’s scorecard—model 
Andover student, captain of the Yale base­
ball team, combat veteran who flew torpe­
do bombers over the Pacific, successful 
oilman, congressman, U.N. ambassador, 
C.I.A. director, envoy to China—there was 
no way for Little George to beat the old 
man at his own games.

Perhaps as an adaptation to that im­
possible contest, Little George dedicated 
himself to being the cutup, the funster, the 
genial wise guy. And in this behavior he 
was egged on by his mother. The two en­
gaged in almost nonstop towel snapping, 
topping each other with cutting remarks, 
some so cruel that Big George would have 
to leave the room.

“It’s like you cloned Barbara to get 
George,” says Bo Polk. “The president 
would say, T love my wife, but sometimes 
she says the damnedest things.’ Same thing 
with George—it was always a problem in 
handling him. He’d say it like it is, and 
screw ’em.”

George Bush Sr. had the highest hopes 
for the oldest of his four boys, the one to 
whom he gave his name. (And, by the way.

"George would soy, 'Play that one over,' or 'I wasn't 
quite ready,'" says Bush-family friend Bo Polk Jr.
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he was that age.” When his elementary- 
school principal, John Bizilo, noticed 
George hanging around before school with 
his bat, the principal would peel off his 
coat and tie and hit fly balls to the boy.

“He would catch more than his share,” 
says Bizilo. “He was a little feisty bantam 
rooster.”

Otha Taylor, the Bushes’ maid in Texas, 
remarks on the single-mindedness of 12- 
year-old George. “He was just interested 
in baseball.” Asked if George had to Work 
hard on his homework, Taylor chuckles. 
“That would be impossible, because he

in the owners’ box seats,” says Hannah. 
“It was as good as it gets.”

So good, according to George’s wife, 
Laura Bush, that he “always wanted to buy 
a baseball team, to be an owner like his 
Uncle Herbie.” Hannah remembers another, 
even clearer dream expressed by his bud­
dy. “He wanted to be Kenesaw Mountain 
Landis,” America’s first baseball commis­
sioner, legendary for his power and dictato­
rial style. “I would have guessed that when 
George grew up he would be the commis­
sioner of baseball,” says Hannah. “I am 
still convinced that that is his goal.”

One assumes that this close pal of the 
Republican presidential candidate is speak­
ing with tongue in cheek. But no. “Run­
ning for president is a resume-enhancer for 
being the commissioner of baseball,” he in­
sists. “And it’s a whole lot better job.”

he “Bushboy,” as they called him in 
Texas, carried his little baseball bat 
around with him all during the school 

day. His third-grade teacher in Midland,
Austine Crosby, remembers little about 
the boy’s class performance, but “he was 
always rounding up someone to play base­
ball. The kids liked him, and I imagine he 
started his ability to round up workers when 

RISING SON
George, born in New Haven, Connecticut, 

carried by his father, called "Poppy" by family 

members, at Yale University, 1947.

V-T-1

i

was always out playing ball.” But hard as 
he tried, he struck out a lot.

School held little interest for George, 
and reading even less. The one thing he 
read avidly as a boy was baseball statis­
tics. “He learned batting averages, posi­
tions, how many home runs and errors; 
baseball is a game of numbers—it im­
pressed me,” says Randall Roden, a child­
hood friend, now a lawyer in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

But very early on, George got a taste 
of what it would be like to own not just 
the bat and ball but the whole team. 
George Herbert Walker was one of the 
original owners of the New York Mets, 
and he took his nephew to the team’s first 
spring training. The thrill never left him. 
“His father had access to private planes to 
take us places, and great seats at the Cot­
ton Bowl,” says Hannah. But George was 
always partial to baseball. His father had 
great seats at the Astrodome. “And when 
the Mets came to Houston, we’d get to sit 
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Barbara Bush is steamed about the press 
calling her son Dubya. “His name is George. : 
And that one over there,” she says, point- 1 
ing to her husband, “is Poppy.”) When the 1 
upstart Kennedys reigned as America’s i 
royalty in the early 60s, Poppy, son of 
Senator Prescott Bush, was heard to say i 
on occasion, “Just wait till I turn these i 
Bush boys out.” But for years the eldest 
son broke his father’s heart. Frivolous, un- i 
focused, sometimes reckless, George didn’t ; 
seem the slightest bit interested in politics, i 
With no game plan, George was a red-ass 1 
in a hurry, all fired up, with no idea where 
he was going.

Throughout his boyhood and the no­
madic years of his 20s, and continuing j 
through the wildcat years of his 30s as an 
oilman drilling on other people’s money 
and boozing to blot out his failures, noth- 1 

ing engaged his attention for any length of : 
time. He was lectured by his rich uncle, I 
George Herbert Walker, a banker, on the I 

concept that politics was the only occupa­
tion worth pursuing. “He didn’t have any I 
passion for running for Congress, or for I 

governor,” says Bush’s personal accoun­
tant, Robert McCleskey. “I think it was in 
his blood, but I don’t know if he had it on 
the brain,” suggests Charlie Younger, the 
boyhood friend who in 1975 climbed on­
stage with Bush to dance with Willie Nel­
son. Even as an adult, George was so 
out of control that his mother, then the 
president’s wife, removed her eldest son 
to the opposite end of the table at a state 
dinner for the Queen of England. Although • 
sober by then, the First Son had intro­
duced himself to the Queen as “the black 
sheep of the family.”

George W. Bush was then 44 years old.
“He was charming, but he just didn’t 

give a shit,” says Bo Polk. An admitted 1 
former cocaine user, Polk found George a 1 
ready carousing partner. “The ability was 
there, but George had no motivation. The ; 
family never thought he would want to i 
go through the life a politician has to go I 
through—it’s not as much fun.” I

There was one thing that Bush did find I 
fun. In 85 interviews with some 70 of ] 
Bush’s friends, classmates, and business as- I 
sociates, there has been one passion, and 
only one, that has run as a steady theme 
throughout his life. <

Baseball. 1

w

t fell in his lap. The possibility of buying 
a baseball club, the fantasy stirred by his
Uncle Herbie and the Mets, was dangled 

in front of George’s nose at the very mo­
ment he was out of a job and completely 
overshadowed by his father, who had just 
been elected president. During the 1988 
campaign, Bush had been happy acting as 
his father’s enforcer, throwing his weight 
around and taking lessons from the avatar 
of in-your-face campaigning, Lee Atwater. 
But once Big George was the winner, his son 
felt more like Little George than ever. He 
wanted to get the hell out of Washington.

Not a week or two after the election, 
an old family friend, Eddie Chiles, whis­
pered in George’s ear: his ball club, the 
Texas Rangers, was up for sale.

“Hey, Betts, you still lookin’ around for 
a franchise in the sports business?” “Yeah, 
definitely,” said Roland Betts.

Bush told him about the Rangers and his 
close friendship with the owner, and hus­
tled the New York Democrat to “get down 
here to Texas and check it out” in a hurry.

Betts, who later created the Chelsea Piers 
sports complex on New York’s Hudson Riv­
er, was thrilled by the idea. Meanwhile, Bush 
hurriedly put together a group of Yalies from 
Cincinnati. Peter Ueberroth, then baseball 
commissioner, obviously favored the Bush 
name over a half-dozen other bidders, despite 
the fact that Bush’s backers were not Tex­
ans. To ensure that Bush’s group closed the 
deal, Ueberroth put him together with big 
Texas money in the person of Richard Rain­
water, a Fort Worth financier, and his num­
bers man, Edward “Rusty” Rose. George’s 
own stake in the team was a mere 1.8 per­
cent, or a $606,000 investment, most of 
which he borrowed from a local bank. 
The rest of the nearly $86 million purchase 
price was put up by Rainwater, Betts, and 
the Ohio boys, and a few silent partners.

When Bush showed up in Dallas in
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duct of the Gulf War. But up top, in type

"Running for president is a resume-enhancer for 
I • .1 • • fl I II flbeing the commissioner of baseball.'

ting practice. He went along on spring

hen, in the fall of 1992, they came to
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George would have loved to be commis­
sioner of baseball, and if Selig hadn’t been

He made one last glum call to Vincent: 
“You were right, nothing happened. I’m 
going to run for governor.” And then, in

league farm system. He and Betts auc­
tioned off the privilege of building a new 
Rangers stadium to the city that would

right through the season, and he didn’t come 
in a suit and sit up in the air-conditioned 
owner’s box. He came in a golf shirt and sat 
down in the stands right next to the Ranger 
dugout, chewing bubble gum like just an-

i I

1989 as spokesperson for the new owners 
of the Texas Rangers ball team, his first 
press conference was testy. Randy Gallo­
way, an esteemed Texas sportswriter, chal­
lenged the president’s son right off the bat: 
“Why do you deserve to own this team?”

First comes the smirk, says Galloway, 
then the red-ass would have a snapper ready: 
“Because the commissioner thought so, 
and he has the final say,” Bush spat back.

“George struck me as just another 
smart-ass who shouldn’t be owning a base­
ball team” was Galloway’s first impres­
sion. “This was a setup being forced on 
our part of the baseball world because he 
was the president’s son.”

But Bush wasn’t one of those owners 
who huddled in the front office counting 
receipts. You could always find him at the 
ballpark, and early enough to watch bat-

out of his dad, and Barbara really didn’t 
 j Surprised, the old family friend said gen- like it. She told George,‘Go get her.’” 

executive who became Bush’s first image- tly, “George, I think you’d be terrific. How-
maker. Bush knew this was not a game he ever, I don’t think it’s going to happen.

could win. As one strategist told him, “Vbu
haven’t done shit.” LeMaster gave him a
line to explain why he wasn’t ready to run.
“You can say, T’m far more concerned
about the pennant race than the governor’s
race.’” That was the actual truth. LeMaster
says she believes “that passage—from Pres-

his ball club in speeches all over the state.
No sooner had he fulfilled his fantasy of 

being an owner, like Uncle Herbie, than Re­
publican Party big shots began putting pres­
sure on him to run for governor. This was 
in 1989. “Ann Richards was running for the George Bush, 
first time, and the party needed a big name,

two of them, and asked him, “Why in 
hayall are you doing this? You can’t beat
her. She is too popular.”

“Randy, I’m not runnin’ against her,” 
him again-the party kingmakers, the Bush said. “I’m runnin’ against the guy in 
moneymen, and the political consul- the White House.”

other fan. He’d ask the batboy for sunflower tants-urging him to run against thejiow T_., ----- .

seeds and spit them out, like the players.
He put to work his experience as a male

missioner. “But these Bushes have this duty 
thing. You give something back to the sys-

- - . . , r “What would you think of me becom- tern. Ann Richards had just beaten the hell

somebody bulletproof, to challenge her,” ing commissioner?” Bush blurted.

says Lisa LeMaster, a Dallas public-relations

- i

* V
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ut president? Why is this man who
claims he never gave a thought to be­
ing president, never cared, never pre-

■ ' —- ’ - t Bush wanted the baseball job so badly pared, now running as hard as he can to
major-league baseball player. So being head that he stalled for a full year, as frustrated be president?

of the Rangers was as good as it was go­
ing to get.”

‘ r The venom in his voice conveyed a very 
popular 'Governor Ann Richards. They personal motive: Bush had to avenge his

would raise all the money and pave the father’s humiliation in losing to Bill Clin- 

cheerleader at Andover by cheerleading for way. This was one decision in his life over
which George Bush lost sleep.

Shortly after Fay Vincent was forced

ton. Galloway remembers, “The way he 
said it was like a blood oath.”

Bo Polk believes “it’s an accident that 
out of his position as the commissioner of he got into politics.” He confirms that Bush’s 
baseball that fall, he got a call from the great hope was to be named baseball com- 

one owner who had boldly defended him— i_--------  -----------------

Lacey Neuhaus, a Houston friend, agrees 
  with this analysis. “His dad had just lost. It

Bush sounded confident. “I’ve talked ate him up. He was driven to go after the
to Selig and he tells me he’ll support me.” people who had trashed his dad. Ann Rich-
(Bud Selig, then owner of the Milwaukee ards was tied to Clinton-or a surrogate for 
Brewers, had helped oust Vincent and him-and therefore a perfect target.... Run- 
was acting commissioner.) Bush confided ning gave George a way to vent.” 

to Vincent, “But they’re pushing me to 
run for governor. I’m going to have to 

ident Bush’s son to George W. Bush, owner make up my mind one of these days.”

of the Texas Rangers—was the biggest.”

‘‘oS r -

One day Bush crept up behind Con- cent the next fall, he was still not entirely
away at the ballpark and laid a chin on resigned to losing out. “Selig still says he
his shoulder. Looking out on the green wants me to be commissioner, but noth- 
surface shimmering under the fireball of a ing’s happening,” Bush reported. “I told 
Texas sun, he purred, “My own personal them I have to decide in a couple of weeks.” 

field of dreams.” 
Gradually Bush won the respect of

the team’s management and his investors
as well as the sportswriters. He spent November 1993, he announced he was 
money on the neglected Rangers minor- challenging Ann Richards.

Running for governor was his fallback 
position.

Vincent laughs dryly at the wonderful 
pay for it out of taxpayer money. When human irony of it all. “The great point is, 
the city of Arlington agreed to take on "
the $190 million project, Bush outsized
his own father in Texas newspaper head- playing him along, he would have been 
lines. On the bottom of the front page was commissioner and he wouldn’t be running 
a headline about President Bush’s con- for president!”

When Bush finally did make his politi­
cal intentions public, the Fori Worth Star- 
Telegram sportswriter Randy Galloway felt 
a sudden thud of loss. “As you get to 
know him, in spite of yourself you do like
him, and for me that was a total 180- 
degree turnaround,” he admits. At the 
next opportunity Galloway sank down be- 

as bold as a declaration of war, the head- side owner Bush in the dugout, just the 

training and attended every home game line screamed: Arlington voters okay

TAX HIKE TO BUILD STADIUM.

F

as a bride at the altar waiting for the Any question about his motivations or 
groom to show up. When he called Vin- the major turning points in his life or his

Doug Hannah sees another layer to his 
friend’s motivation: “He had to run for 
governor to prove to himself that he could 

“ - - • •’ Vincent applauded the idea of Bush’s win something. To prove it to his dad.”

Did the idea of running for high office running for governor. “You’d be great, and
excite him? I asked Bush’s former oil- if you want to run—”
business partner Mike Conaway. “It’s hard Bush interrupted. “I think I’d rather be
to say he was excited,” Conaway acknowL commissioner than governor.”

edges. “His true fantasy of life was to be a L — .
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clothes going downtown, only overalls or 
a uniform,” remembers Otha Taylor, the

member of one of America’s political dy­
nasties? Or is he something much more 
personal: the instrument of revenge, sent 
forth by the grudge-holding Barbara to 
punish Bill Clinton for driving Big George 
into irrelevance and soiling the White House 
with his low-class ways?

*«*r

out the game, says Roland Betts, he can 
lose interest and go on cruise control.

His root values go back to his first 14 
years growing up in Texas. The Permian

swers with a parable. “Lincoln wasn’t kid­
ding when he said, ‘Better to remain silent

The children of Midland’s oil elite lived in and be thought a fool than to speak out 
a cultural bubble of white affluence and and remove all doubt.’”
belonged to the same country club. Even
the oil-field workers were mostly white or
transient Mexican immigrants. The only
black people in Midland worked in the

■

GIVE ME A "DUBYA"!
At Andover, Bush, pictured here in 1964, 

cheered for his classmates 

and headed a stickball league, naming 
himself "commissioner."

Ii
-
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midlife spiritual redemption-although he 
campaigns on it—raises the hackles and 
invites a curt response from George W. 
Bush. “It’s not that complicated,” he tells 
reporters, or “I’m not really the type to 
wander off and sit down and go through 
deep wrestling with my soul.”

Normally, people would take a man at 
his word. Except when he is running for 
president. And not when he is running what 
sounds more like an evangelical movement 
than a political campaign, and fervently de­
clares, as Bush does, that “to truly change 
the culture we must have a spiritual renew­
al in the United States.”

Surprisingly, some of his closest friends 
were not aware of any momen­
tous passage or prodigal son’s re­
turn or any great religious awak­
ening. For instance, during the 
period in the mid-80s when, 
Bush says, he found Christ and 
gave up drinking and “got right 
with God,” Mike Conaway, who 
worked with him every day from 
January 1982 until September
1986, says, “I didn’t see any 
change in his behavior.” Curious­
ly, Bush never sat down and 
talked with his prep-school and 
college roommate, Clay Johnson, 
who works with Governor Bush 
as his chief of staff, about “his 
increased religiosity. If he de­
scribes himself as born-again, that’s what 
it is,” says Johnson uncomfortably. “But I 
think a born-again is somebody who has 
felt a sudden passion.... George is not 
somebody that would lament openly or 
opine openly or emote openly or grieve 
openly or jubilate openly.”

His conversion certainly didn’t come 
about as a result of contemplating past 
sins. He proudly rejects introspection and 
has no interest in looking back over the 
“youthful indiscretions” that characterized 
his first 44 years. In interviews Bush re­
peatedly says, “I’m not one of those peo­
ple who say, ‘Gosh, if I’d have done it dif­
ferently, I’d have ... ”’ He pauses for a 
few seconds to contemplate his life, then 
confidently concludes, “I can’t think of 
anything I’d do differently.”

How did George Bush attain such an 
enviable state of self-respect, without hard­
ly trying?

What is his worldview? Who and what 
shaped it? Is he merely a Name, a facsim­
ile of his father, whose speechwriters first 
coined the sly slogan “compassionate con­
servatism”? Is he the breath of fresh air 
who will restore honor and dignity to the 
Oval Office? Is he a contemporary ver­
sion of Shakespeare’s Prince Hal who has 
finally shaken off his dissolute ways to as­
sume the burden of his birthright as a 
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ndeed. Bush has not released his grades 
from any institution, but his eighth-grade 
history teacher and the school principal, 

kitchens or yards of the white people and Art Goddard, remembers him as an A 
literally lived on the other side of the student at Kincaid in 1959-60. However,
tracks. “The blacks couldn’t wear dress his debate coach at Kincaid, Barry Moss,

remembers him as a B-student type. “He 
was a competitive, rambunctious young-

I
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1
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close examination of Bush’s life un­
covers an interesting pattern, one that 
emerged in his school days and has 

repeated during his years as an oilman and 
in his recent political career. He seems mo­
tivated to make a real effort only when he is 
failing, or when he has gone too far in 
shaming his family, or when he is in a game

black maid hired by the Bushes in 1958 
for $27 a week to look after George and 
his three younger brothers. 

“The younger ones were all crazy about 
their big brother,” Taylor says. “When he hit 
that door, they’d squeal, ‘Here’s George!’” 
His parents treated him almost like a grown­
up, which he resisted by throwing jokes in 
the face of authority figures. Taylor never 
for a moment thought George would be 
running for president. “In fact, I didn’t ever 
think he would be governor. Jeb was the 
most serious one.”

But, for all his privilege and the status 
of eldest child, it may have been consider­
ably harder for George Bush to measure 

up than for many of his peers, 
and not because he was stupid. 

When George was 13, his fam­
ily moved to Houston, where Sat­
urday mornings were meant for 
boys to ride bikes and play ball. 
But not for George. His mother 
kept him inside to drill him with 
flash cards. “He probably had 
5,000 words on cue cards,” says 
Hannah, who would be waiting 
impatiently outside. “He would 
go into a guest bedroom and 
study, his mother testing him; 
sometimes he’d be inside for three 
hours.” Otha Taylor also remem­
bers George’s mother working 
with him with flash cards. “Mrs.

Bush was very interested in her children’s 
reading.” When he was left to his own de­
vices, says Taylor, “I can’t say I ever saw 
George read on his own.”

Despite Mrs. Bush’s conscientious ef­
forts, George was refused admission to St.

he is sure he can win. His opponents, judg- John’s, the most prestigious private school
ing him by the careless, smart-aleck mode in Houston. He had failed his mother,
that he usually affects, size him up as a That humiliation may have lit a fire under
lightweight and are then caught flat-footed him, because for the next two years he at-
when he beats them. But once Bush figures tended Kincaid, the less academically rig­

orous prep school from which St. John’s 
had broken away, and there he buckled 
down and did well.

Hannah believes that Bush made re­
Basin "offered an easy, laid-back way of markable grades for the first time at Kin­

life, very much oriented around family caid-“he had a 99 average”-but adds 
and material success. It was a green oasis the caveat “He would not want to have 
scooped out of the vast ashen desert of that out there.” Why not? Hannah an- 

West Texas and a Republican island in a
state that was then solidly Democratic.
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aware. “They have an attention span of 
about an hour.” When he and George were 

son, describes it. He puts in the hours 
from 8 to 11:30 a.m., breaking it up with

1

“[It suggests] he really didn’t under­
stand the language,” observes Sue Horn, 
former president of the Maryland branch 
of the International Dyslexia Association. 
According to Horn, Bush couldn’t distin­
guish between the word “tears,” meaning 
to rip, and “tears,” meaning crying.

yslexia is not an issue of intelligence.
It does run in families. Neil Bush,
George’s younger brother, had diffi­

culty with reading acquisition and was tu­
tored by his mother. Neil was later diag­
nosed as dyslexic, but it is unlikely that 
lower schools would have identified the 
problem in either boy in the 50s or 60s. 
Even today it is often missed, and learn­
ing difficulties are attributed to laziness or 
poor teaching. Barbara Bush later became 
dedicated to the cause of literacy and 
went public with her family’s problem, urg­
ing parents of dyslexics, “Please don’t treat 
it like a secret. Treat it with help.”

Bush has been ridiculed by the media 
for his malapropisms—dubya as A second 
language, it was branded by Harper's

ster. As a debater, he was a beginner, stum­
bling hard to stay on the subject.”

The very next year Bush felt the shock 
of utter failure. Transplanted from the 
freewheeling culture of Texas to the cold 
rigidity of an eastern boarding school, 
Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachu­
setts, this young scion of an old patrician 
Yankee family turned against his roots. 
No one recalls him mentioning his es­
teemed grandfather, Prescott Bush, then a 
senator from Connecticut. George sought 
out friends only among other Texans or 
outsiders. “We were used to being at the 
very top of our class in our local schools,” 
says Clay Johnson. “All of a sudden now 
we were at the very bottom of the aca­
demic totem pole.”

To this day Bush retains the emotional 
imprint of failure. Returning from their 20th 
reunion he described to Johnson the big 
red zero on top of his first English paper 
and the teacher’s admonition: See me im­
mediately. He had written a story about the 
death of his little sister, Robin, and followed 
his mother’s instructions not to repeat the 
same words but to look for synonyms in 
the thesaurus. Having used the word “tear” 
once, he wrote about “lacerates” running 
down his cheek. His teacher obviously 
judged the sophomore’s mistake as one of 
ignorance. It may have been something 
very different—a hint of possible dyslexia.

a
'tI
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ush Sr. was also mocked for his mala­
propisms. Researchers and experts in 
dyslexia see the media as uninformed 

and even cruel. When reporters were spring­
ing pop quizzes on George Bush, Thomas 
West, author of the 1997 book In the 
Mind’s Eye, about gifted people with dyslex­
ia, says, “I realized that journalists don’t 
understand that people [with learning diffi­
culties] can be extremely bright but not 
able to answer fast, rude questions.”

“The interest by his mother comes 
from the fact there was dyslexia in the 
family,” confirmed Lenox Reed, former 
executive director of the Neuhaus Educa­
tion Center in Houston, which won a 
grant from the Barbara Bush Foundation 
and trains Texas teachers how to teach 
reading to dyslexics. Although Reed was 
uncomfortable with looking at her gover­

.31

be an ‘actor’—with a script you’ve memo­
rized—you can focus on connecting with 
the audience and be a much more power­
ful speaker than anyone else.”

If Bush does indeed carry dyslexic traits, 
why would this be important?

It shapes one’s whole life. According to 
professionals in the field, the brain struc­
ture related to dyslexia is laid down within 
the first few weeks of gestation. “The wir­
ing is so deep, you can alter it, but you 
can’t change the root structure,” says West. 
A lot of dyslexics develop rigidity, needing 
the comfort of following a known path. 
Bush for many years followed his father’s 
path. He is at pains to be punctual. His 
latter-day embrace of the evangelical Chris­
tian men’s movement provided him further 
structure and a spiritual discipline. And 
now, as he runs for political office, strategists 
and speechwriters can provide him with al­
most foolproof verbal structure.

Roland Betts, who calls him a “blurter,” 
says, “I always kidded George that he didn’t 
have a governess between his thoughts and 
his tongue.... When he first ran for gov­
ernor, I thought for sure he would blurt 
something out that he hadn’t thought to 
process, and it would be a big deal.”

Bush’s own discipline, plus the “candi­
date control” provided by his chief strate­
gist, Karl Rove, proved Betts’s fears ground­
less in 1994. Rove never allows Bush to veer 
from his standard stump speech, which 
has remained essentially the same for the 
last seven years. “There will be a time for 
another speech,” Rove told Washington 
Post columnist David Broder, “but not un­
til every American can recite the words of 
this one by heart.”

I
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ow would difficulties with reading 
and processing information affect a 
leader’s modus operand!? If one can’t 

take in a lot of information at once, he 
“The errors you’ve heard Governor would have to develop a work style where 

others pre-organize and pre-digest the in­
formation for him. Moreover, dyslexia and
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are
person is not particularly organized as a 

speaker.

cuffs” turns into “cuff links”; “viable” into 
“vile”; “basis” into “basics”—as in his reve­
latory declaration “Reading is the basics 
for all learning.” Thoughts are sometimes 
scrambled in his sentences, as in “Put food 
on your family,” or in challenging John 
McCain: “The senator ... can’t have it both 
ways. He can’t take the high horse and 
then claim the low road.”

magazine. “Tactical [nuclear] weapons” be­
comes condensed into “tacular weapons”; 
“enthralling” becomes “inebriating”; “hand-

II

nor through this prism, she said, “I do 
think you have every right to analyze his 
speech patterns.” She referred me to a 
Houston speech and language expert who 
diagnoses dyslexia, Nancy LaFevers.

Bush make are consistent with dyslexia,”
LaFevers says. “Put food on your family” 
and “claim the low road” indicate lan- attention-deficit disorder have approximate- 
guage that hasn’t been processed. Dyslex- ly a 30 percent crossover, 
ics hear adequately but seem unable to Short attention span is a trait in the 
process quickly all the sounds in the word. Bush family of which Hannah is acutely 

So when they go to retrieve a word they’ve
heard, they will sometimes omit sounds, or
transpose or even substitute sounds. They boys, he remembers, “Mr. Bush would 

highly verbal. But a language-disordered pick us up to take us to the movies and 
leave after an hour and 20 minutes.... At 
ball games George would sometimes want 

Sue Hom, who has been diagnosing to leave in the fifth inning.”
dyslexics for 25 years, agrees: “Bush is Even today, nothing engages Bush’s at- 
probably dyslexic, although he has proba- tention for more than an hour, an hour 
bly never been diagnosed.” Tom West says max-more like 10 or 15 minutes. His work- 
of dyslexics, “You’re likely to scramble day as governor of Texas is “two hard 
words, particularly if you’re tired or under half-days,” as his chief of staff, Clay John- 
stress... or asked something cold. But if
you’re in an environment where you can

I I
"The errors you've heard Governor Bush make are 

consistent with dyslexia."
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ty, observes. “George is so quick. It isn’t
an academic thing.... He can walk in a
room and size up the situation and the
people. That is the strongest side of his ning people. It looked as if it all came so 
intelligence.” naturally, but he worked hard at it. By

shy to come forward, spending up to twice 
as much time on being a “people person” 
as on delivering his short, rote stump speech. 
He violates the normal social distance and 
moves right in, four or five inches from 
the stranger’s mouth or eyes, and he drinks 
in the face. He seems to be memorizing 
visual cues—modeling the person in his 
mind’s eye the way a sculptor would. If 
this is his compensation for an unreliable 
verbal channel, it works, and particularly 
for a politician it works wonderfully,

With reporters, even male reporters, he 
will pinch a cheek or lay an arm around a 
shoulder. He is an Olympian athlete at the

a series of 15-minute meetings, sometimes 
10-minute meetings, but rarely is there a 
30-minute meeting, says Johnson. At 11:30 
he’s “outtahere.” He tries everything possi­
ble to have at least two hours of what he 
calls private time in the middle of the day 
to go over to the University of Texas track or 
run a hard three to five miles on a concrete 
path at a pace of 7.5 minutes a mile, then 
relax and return to the office at 1:30, where 
he’ll play some video golf or computer soli­
taire until about three, and then it’s back 
to the second “hard half-day” until 5:30.

He has no interest in reading lengthy re­
ports. When aides come in with a written 
presentation. Governor Bush 
will throw it down on the desk 
and demand, O.K., tell me, 
what does this say? What’s the 
essence? His challenge to his 
staff is to define the issue and 
lay out the background and re­
solve the arguments before he 
is asked to make a decision. 
Johnson explains it’s the staff’s 
job to say, “I recommend this 
course of action. Here’s why I 
do. Here’s who’s opposed to
it, who’s for it, but here’s the 
best course of action and 
why,” as opposed to “Gover­
nor, here’s some options for 
you to consider. What do you want to do?”

xperts are slowly coming to recognize 
that dyslexics often have compensato­
ry gifts. They are likely to be visually 

acute and good at reading facial and body 
language. And those who are gifted are 
described as “dyslexic visionaries” who may 
see things that others do not.' Among them 
are Leonardo da Vinci and William Butler 
Yeats, as well as Albert Einstein. A notable 
American politician who was dyslexic was 
New York governor Nelson Rockefeller, 
who became vice president. West even pre­
sents convincing evidence that Churchill 
was a dyslexic, struggling to read and at 
the bottom of his class at the Harrow 
School. Although he became known as a 
master orator, he had to write out his re­
marks the night before and memorize them 
or he might lose the thread. It is notable 
that Churchill is one of Bush’s heroes.

“The big question with Bush,” says West, 
“is whether there is any evidence that he 
does see the big picture and has that kind 
of judgment and wisdom that some dyslex­
ics have.”

There is an interpersonal fearlessness 
about Bush that is utterly disarming. The 
minute he enters a space, he is situational- 
ly hyper-aware. He works a ballroom bet­
ter than any pol with the possible excep­
tion of Bill Clinton, making personal contact 
with people and reaching out for those too 
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When one works hard but remains stuck 
in the middle of his class or below, the ten­
dency is to be resentful of students who 
win high marks without really trying—like 
Bill Clinton. Bush may have given up 
on winning at academic competition and 
adopted the wise-guy persona as his cov­
er. Bush’s teachers often describe him as a 
rambunctious boy; one remembers having 
to scold him, “Sit down, George, and lis­
ten.” Dyslexics are sometimes the loud­
mouths in school. At Andover, Bush was 
nicknamed “the Lip.”

Bush’s intense policy focus on educa­
tion—and specifically on intervention in 

- the earliest grades to help 
learning-disabled children 

, acquire reading skills before 
they’re left behind—may stem 
from his own difficulties. But 
his policies on the issue are 
often contradictory, if not pu­
nitive. Clay Johnson, the gov­
ernor’s chief of staff, told me, 
“I don’t think there’s any cor­
relation at all between pay of 
teachers and quality of edu­
cation. ... There might even 
be a negative correlation.” Per­
haps as a result of this philos­
ophy, Texas had over 40,000 
classrooms without permanent 

teachers to start the 2000 school year. The 
more punitive part of his policy is “no so­
cial promotion,” meaning a child will not 
be passed to the next grade until he or she 
measures up to standardized tests. Don 
Evans, Bush’s campaign chairman, told

sport of verbal towel snapping. He doesn’t me, “We are going to say that Johnny is
have to memorize the names-that’s what falling behind, and there needs to be a
aides are for—but dives right in with per- program where someone holds flash cards 
sonal questions such as “You married? Do up to Johnny.”

you have children?” and captures some 
detail about each person that he can re­
call if there’s a later meeting. He often

uses

I <

Who is going to pay for that? he was 
asked.

“I don’t know.... I hope there is a 
nicknames as a mnemonic device. Bill church that will do it. I hope there is a

Minutaglio, his unauthorized biographer, neighbor or a mom that will do it.... You
was dubbed “mononucleosis” because he can’t think in terms of the exact process of
wouldn’t go away. how all this is going to happen.” Some lan­

guage experts are highly critical of Bush’s 
education policies. Sue Horn, formerly of 

nious adaptation to his failure to I.D.A., says, “If we’re branding children
/A shine academically. He revamped an failures in kindergarten and first grade be-

altemative baseball league and with great cause they can’t meet our expectations,
fanfare appointed himself “stickball com- that affects them for the rest of their lives—
missioner.” “George created all these of- they may just give up.”
fices,” recalls Rob Deiter, who, being from 
rural Florida, was another outsider. “We ft ush entered Yale University in 1964,
had a team psychiatrist.... We had a legal K a third-generation legatee, and found
counsel-all kinds of zaniness,” Deiter, 1/ himself floundering in yet another 

now a law professor at Colorado Universi- highly intellectual environment. Although 
he was an enthusiastic athlete, he lacked 
the natural gifts to distinguish himself in 
any sport. But he did have a gift for win-

BUSH LEAGUE
From left, Neil, "Poppy," Jeb, George W., and 

Marvin in 1970. During the Kennedy era. 

Poppy was heard to say on occasion, 
"Just wait till I turn these Bush boys out.”
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studying the student registry and memo­
rizing the names of his classmates, he was

ized), whose members learned paddle ten­
nis and table puzzles and how to navigate

er than the average person because they 
happen to have an Ivy League degree ...

P-.r

backers and bailers have been Andover or 
Yale or Harvard connections of his or his 
father’s. But it’s a different elite. Bush’s 
eastern elite is the old Eastern Wasp Es-

the well-worn story, Big George asked to see 
the boy in his den. Little George barged 
in and with drunken bravado challenged 
the father he worshiped: “I hear you’re 
lookin’ for me. You wanna go mano a 
mano right here?”

It was his little brother Jeb who defused 
the tension by announcing that George 
had been accepted by Harvard Business 
School. His parents were stunned. George 
had applied without telling them, another 
instance of his dredging up the motivation 
when he was looking like a loser.

The importance of this part of the Bush 
biography is that he belonged to the sub­
genre of his activist generation that was

ing themselves from any concern about 
the burning issues of the civil-rights strug-

/ ■■

through summer squalls in small boats 
who shared a way of life. They were re­
placed by the liberals and radicals who house, and 
came of age in the 60s, while Bush was at ]'

sues were not big at Rice,” says Wolfman. 
“I just remember when I went to live in

But apart from “winning” acceptance to 
 impress his parents, Bush himself was lack-

officialiy broken off; Tt just fizzled adaisical about the opportunity to study at

uate schools. “I wasn’t really that excited 
about going,” he tells reporters. “I think if 
you look at my full life ... I haven’t had a 

never

“I’m lookin’ to get into the oil and gas 
business,” announced the bodacious young 
man who turned up in Midland in 1975. 

his ongoing National Guard obligations, Bush looked just like his dad when he in-

politics. While his dorm-mates were locked
in all-night debates over the moral ambigui-

in sorrow and shame for a country so vio- the new, left-of-center elite that was lead- 

heroes from assassination? Bush was’fretting by his recent remarks about elitist snobs 

over whether he would be tapped for the v...

"I didn’t see any change in his behavior,"
an ex-partner says of Bush's religious conversion.

was i
reeled young woman—totally the opposite 

Washington my parents being so worried of George at the time, says Neuhaus, 
about the riots.” Bush had no plans. “I don’t think he’d

It would seem a conundrum that this figured out what he liked about himself
product of the eastern elite constantly sneers yet-or what he liked about life, except for

 i war in Vietnam, or, later, the corruption
who “think they’re all of a sudden smart- of the political process known as Water­

gate, which ran a president out of the White 
House. By opting for business school over,
say, taking a Peace Corps assignment, Bush 
was actually ahead of his time, a harbin­
ger of the Me Generation, with its allergy 
to politics and its commitment to never 
trying too hard.

“I was surprised when he chose to go 
to Harvard Business School,” admits Neu- 

[and then] sit down and decide for every- haus, “because I thought he’d been in a 

one what they should do.” stew for some years.” Bo Polk sensed there
Cathryn Wolfman can’t remember how was a method in the young man’s mad-

George proposed, or exactly when-in ness: unlike law school, where one has to
1965 or 1966—but it went off like a replica read and memorize, “you do not need any
of his father’s proposal to another Smith memory at Harvard Business School,” says
girl, and at the same age. “I was thrilled,” Polk. As a dyslexic himself, Polk says, he

says Wolfman. “I guess I thought he’d go got through it.

into business. I had no idea he would want
to go into politics.” Their engagement was

never c»4**^*«***t — j—- — — — * » ■

out. Once Wolfman graduated, the gulf be- one of the country’s most prestigious grad- 

 ,  tween their motivation levels was glaring.
although she was a dean’s-Ust student. And She landed a job with the C.I.A. and was

.... .• ,---------ir n..^ came

7&7s or beer. In retrospect, Neuhaus real­
izes, “it was against the moment of time

bers Bush showing the slightest interest in coming in the country.”
' ‘ ’ Outside this safe social cocoon, greater 

forces were challenging Bush’s well-ordered aggressively apolitical, its members exempt­

ties of burning one’s draft card or writhing world. His resentment at losing status to

Yale, and who grew up to take over the 
academic direction of the Ivy League. As 

able to roam around campus in the first they ascended, Bush retreated into a 50s- 

few days of his freshman year and forge style social life.
many quick friendships. Lacey Neuhaus, who in her youth was a

“George coasted academically,” ac- rich tomboy, organized a nonthreatenmg
knowledges Roland Betts. “He didn’t work circle of friends during their college vaca-
his tail off.to get C’s.” Hannah agrees that tions in Houston for evenings of cooking
Bush devoted the maximum amount-of time hamburgers and playing Jeopardy. None of
to doing whatever he wanted to do: “He them was interested in dating, says Lacey,
was in the fraternity and Skull and Bones, “It was very asexual.” They would drink
and that’s a whole lot more fun to do than whatever they wanted-Bloody Marys or

to have good grades.”
None of his college classmates remem-

eorge Bush has always been a great 
salesman, like his father, Poppy, like 
his grandfather Prescott. Whether the

?t'lv'y Leaguer? when almost all of his baseball,” says Neuhaus. product is stocks or oil wells or their own
. . . candidacies, pitching themselves is the tam-

n his 26th year he hit rock bottom for ily business.
the first time. After working sporadical- 

  ly for much of the year, and failing to
tablishment (when the E was still capital- report for some months in Alabama for

Bush had to face his father, then chairman traduced himself to the old hands. Ralph

the Christmas holidays. He blunted the ing him Little George; Buzz Mills, a land 
confrontation by getting drunk at a friend’s man, called him Bushboy. They taught him

1 on the drive home noisily the business.
plowed into a neighbor’s garbage pail. In Buzz and Ralph introduced the Bush-
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exclusive Skull and Bones society and 
wielding his power as president of the
DKE frat house to continue the practice
of branding pledges. Failing to come up 
with a secret name for himself as a Bones-
man, he was named “Temporary.”

Bush looked forward to vacations back
in Texas, where his girlfriend was similarly
unconcerned about weighty issues. Cath­
ryn Wolfman, having graduated summa
cum laude from St. John’s, went briefly to
Smith College-just like George’s mother.
George met the pretty blonde after she
transferred to Rice University, where, she
says, she was “fun-loving, a cheerleader,”

totally Apolitical. They never discussed the supporting herself. When Bush

already a very accomplished and di- really knows what he’s going to do next- 
- • “and it doesn’t bother me.”
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et Bush, who boasts in campaign 
speeches that he has had experience 
in the private sector and been re­

sponsible for a bottom line, did not be­
come anywhere near as successful an oil­
man as his father.

In the fall of 1981, Bush took an after­
lunch walk in downtown Midland with 
Mike Conaway, a six-foot-three football 
player who raced dirt bikes but was stuck

p
■4

well, even as his investors almost invariably 
did poorly. In January 1982, Phillip Uzielli, 
a New York investor and Princeton class­
mate of James Baker, one of Bush’s father’s 
closest friends and Reagan’s chief of staff, 
gave Bush a $1 million infusion for 10 per­
cent of his company, which as a whole was 
worth less than $400,000. The last time 
Uzielli talked to an interviewer was in 
1991, when he said he “lost a lot of mon­
ey.... Things were terrible.”

But once again, failure motivated Bush. 
“We came to the conclusion we couldn’t 

raise money the way he’d done it before,” 
says Conaway. With an investor pool that 
had all but dried up, Bush and Conaway 
did a private placement offer in the fall of

behind a desk as a C.P.A. Suddenly, Bush 
proposed to him: “I want to build a huge 
independent oil company. And, Mike, I 
want you on my team.”

“Great, let’s go!” said Conaway, who 
had seen how Bush was able to raise more 
money each year in his partnerships. He 
wanted to be part of it, and became the 
chief financial officer of Bush’s company, 
Arbusto, soon to be renamed Bush Explo­
ration Company.

Bush had always structured deals so the 
bank was repaid and he himself did fairly

LONE RANGER
Bush initially owned only 1.8 percent 

of the Texas Rangers, but as the team's 

"front man" he was the perfect cheerleader, 

attending every home game, 
including this one at the Ballpark in Arlington 

during the 1994 season.

1982, selling discrete, stand-alone partner­
ships through brokers. At that time the 
oil-and-gas industry was as hot as the 
dot-com industry is today, but Bush was 
able to raise only one-fifth of his $6 mil­
lion goal. “Going public was a mistake,” 
Bush later told The Dallas Morning News. 

“We never hit the elephant,” as Mc- 
Cleskey puts it in Texas vernacular. Still, 
Bush’s net worth climbed from the measly 
$50,000 trust fund he brought with him 
in 1975 to more than a million by 1988. 
How did he manage that without suc­

ceeding as an oilman? Through his 
family and his father’s friends, ac­
cording to The New York Times, he 
raised a total of $4.67 million from 
limited partners to drill for oil, while 
his company returned only $1.55 
million to his investors. Their losses 
were cushioned by tax write-offs of 
up to 70 percent for “intangible drill­
ing costs.”
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boy to the big hats at the private Petrole­
um Club and took him to the whites-only 
Midland Country Club, where the top oil­
men gathered after a round of golf to 
drink beer or bourbon in the Men’s 19th 
Hole tavern and watch the golf greens’ 
being watered by hand. It was as if the 
radical 60s had melted away, like a night­
mare, and Bush was back in the comfort­
ably stratified, pre-liberated world of the 
50s, where men were kings, and women 
knew their place. One of Bush’s early 
partners, Russ Walker, liked to tell a story 
that captured the level of intelli­
gence and professionalism the new 
oil-rushers brought to town: Two 
oilmen have gone bankrupt. They 
are in a court hearing with their 
unsecured creditors. Their lawyer 
is asking one of the oilmen about 
his assets:

“Mr. Jones, just how much money 
did you raise from these investors?”

“About $2 million.”
“O.K., tell us exactly what you did 

with that money.”
“About a third we spent on booze 

and drugs. Another third on wom­
en. Hell, the other third we just 
pissed away.”

That was the oil business in the 
high-flying years. “I used to tell peo­
ple George and I had an oil com­
pany together. Not true. We had a 
dry-hole company together,” admits 
Walker wryly.

“When George came to Midland, 
he had $50,000 of capital,” says 
Robert McCleskey, but other peo­
ple put up the money for his deals, 
and he’d get a piece of it. “He was 
gregarious and reads people well....
He had a different set of people that were 
involved in [each deal],” says McCleskey.

The loan officer at First National Bank 
knew the family name and befriended 
Bush the minute he hit town. “It was kind 
of a revolving line of credit that was ever­
green,” says his banker, Don Jones. “Al­
most all of his prospects were turned [sold 
to investors].” As Joe O’Neill, another 
old friend of Bush’s, notes, “It was easier 
for George to raise money than the aver­
age guy because of his contacts from 
Harvard and Yale.”

bout the time Bush hit 40, his 
dream of becoming an oil mag­
nate crashed. His midlife crisis 

coincided with the bottom falling out
of the oil business. Midland turned 
into an evacuation zone, and Bush 
lost his chief benefactor when Don 
Jones’s bank, with its $1.2 billion in 
assets, suddenly went belly-up. By 
1984 the outlook was bleak. 

“I’m all name and no money,” 
Bush complained to The New York 
Times in 1986. Bush’s company had 
$3 million in debt, and he had to 
lay off his employees, even Conaway, 
and sell his company. It was a trau­
matic time for their whole social 
group. Their businesses were sink­

ing, the men were fighting middle age, and 
their traditional marriages—bolstered by 
enough family wealth that their wives didn’t 
have to work—were nonetheless beginning 
to come apart. Bush’s drinking had become 
more than just an embarrassment to the 
whole family. Laura Bush, a Midland li­
brarian whom Bush had married when he 
was 31, tried the soft sell, taking him, along 
with the Evanses and the Joneses, to a re­
ligious lecture series given by Christian au­
thor and broadcaster James Dobson. But 
Bush refused to behave himself. “Laura 
would be sitting next to George, and George 
would come around to sit next to me” so 
the two could crack jokes, says Jones. 

“What kind of pants did the Levites 
wear?” Bush would whisper.

When the pastor asked, “What is a 
prophet?” Bush sang out in front of the 
40 couples, “That is when revenues ex- o 
ceed expenditures. No one’s seen that out g 
here in years.” 2

In 1985, Don Evans urged Bush to join S
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experience. “He never said he was spiritu­
ally empty. It’s my understanding that his 
profession of faith was made in 1986, after 
the Reverend Billy Graham visited.”

sermons in Houston’s mega-churches, lay­
ing the blame for America’s “failed cul­
ture” on the excesses of his generation in 
the 60s. “The culture of my generation, 
our generation, has clearly said, Tf it feels 
good, do it, and be sure to blame some­
body else if you have a problem.’”

Bush had been his father’s bridge build­
er to the Christian right during the 1988 
presidential campaign. He had been tu­
tored in the code words by Doug Wead, 
an associate of Jim and Tammy Faye 
Bakker’s. Wead introduced him to the 
most powerful evangelicals around the 
country. In the early 90s, Bush fostered 
even closer friendships with Texas evan­
gelicals, notably Dr. Tony Evans, pastor 
of one of Dallas’s largest predominately 
black churches. Like Bush, Evans was an 
aggressive sports player who had given 
short shrift to his studies; he lisped badly 
and had to overcome it. But having felt 
“the call” from God, Evans had turned 
himself into an electrifying evangelical 
speaker with a huge radio and TV audi­
ence and his own crystal-chandeliered 
mega-church. Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship.

ou’ve flipped your lid.”
Russ Walker challenged George 

over dinner at Clay and Anne John­
son’s house in 1992. Johnson joined in. 
“You’re gonna get slaughtered,” they 
warned. “Ann Richards is at the peak of 
her popularity.” His friends remember how 
stubbornly confident he was. “I am going 
to run,” he said, “and I’m going to win.”

It was in his first campaign for governor 
that George W. began to preach the gos­
pel according to Bush. He literally gave 

cifully. “Hey, George, you’re no fun any­
more,” Betts would say. But Bush confid­
ed to Betts that Laura and his mother 
wanted him to stop. “It embarrassed them 
sometimes.”

It helped that Bush was bailed out of 
his business failure. By 1984, Bush’s com­
pany had merged with an oil-exploration 
company called Spectrum 7, owned by 
the two Cincinnati investors William O. 
DeWitt Jr., another Yale alum, and Mer­
cer Reynolds. In 1986, when Harken En­
ergy stepped in and purchased Spectrum 7, 
it hired Bush, who wound up with a spot 
on the board and a consultant’s salary of 
$120,000 and $530,380 worth of stock. 
He unloaded most of it in 1990, gross­
ing $848,560, only two months before 
Harken posted a quarterly loss of more 
than $20 million. Accusations of insider 
trading were made, but the S.E.C., chaired 
by Richard Breeden, a former aide to 
then president Bush, let George off with­

out censure.

ush learned from Evans a whole new 
approach—cultural rather than eco­
nomic—to winning political adher­

ents. “On July 4, 1998, Governor Bush 
listened to Dr. Evans lay out a whole phi­
losophy about how the world should be 
seen from a divine viewpoint and adjust­
ed politically,” says Evans’s assistant pas­
tor Dr. Martin Hawkins. Evans, who is 
said to be a confidant of the man he helped 
to become governor—they have prayed over 
the phone together—was one of the build­
ers of the new Christian men’s movement 
known as the Promise Keepers. He has 
urged men to “take back” authority from 
their wives, and women to “let your man 
be a man.”

Bush did seem to find direction and 
develop discipline in his habits through 
his personal religious revival. “For some 
people, when they discover a faith in their 
religion, in God ... it is a prescription for 
self-respect,” says Lacey Neuhaus. But re­
ligion is also an important political tool 
for him. His evangelical Christianity gives 
him solid standing as a social conserva­
tive. It is also useful in dismissing ques­
tions about his character. All he has to 
say is that his life has changed dramatical­
ly since he accepted Christ. He is a new 
person, and his earlier, irresponsible con­
duct is irrelevant.

In his political sermons he began call­
ing religious people to become involved 
in politics, and described the Bible as 
“a pretty good political handbook.” He 
championed religious groups as the best 
instrument to change social policy, in

wo strong women in his life have tak­
en on the soul-wrestling job for Bush— 
his mother and his wife. Barbara Bush 

is in charge of mythmaking. Probably 
mindful of Big George’s savaging by the 
Christian right, Mrs. Bush told reporters 
that her son has always read the Bible. 
(Bush challenged that myth in a recent 
interview with The Washington Post: “No, 
I wasn’t reading the Bible when I was 
younger.”) It is also his mother who likes 
to tell the conversion story, based on a 
weekend in 1985 when she and Vice Pres­
ident Bush had invited the Reverend Billy 
Graham to Kennebunkport to talk to their 
errant son. The evangelist popped the 
question “Are you right with God?” Bush 
said no, but he thought he should be. He 
now refers to that talk as the “mustard 
seed” that eventually blossomed into his 
spiritual renewal.

It was actually his wife who gave Bush 
the wake-up call. “Laura is sharp and 
tough,” says Robert McCleskey. “The li­
brarian stuff might be overdone.” Mc­
Cleskey, a friend of Laura’s since child­
hood, is more definitive in describing her 
ultimatum. “Laura explained it to him in 
a way he would understand it, and he quit 
drinking.” Did that mean his wife threat­
ened to leave him if he didn’t stop drink­
ing? he was asked. “That’s right.”

In other words, he would lose his wife 
and his twin daughters, Jenna and Bar­
bara, born in November 1981—the only 
structure he had. “I mean, Laura and 
those two girls,” says McCleskey solemn­
ly, “those two little girls changed his 
life.” It was subsequently reported in ma­
jor newspapers that Laura Bush repeat­
edly challenged her husband, saying, “It’s 
me or the bottle,” or “It’s me or Jack 
Daniels.”

Don Evans indignantly rejected such 
reports. “My wife has known George and 
Laura for 50 years and never saw it. It’s 
absurd.” Bush’s communications director, 
Karen Hughes, insists the Jack Daniels re­
mark was a joke. What is unchallenged is 
that when Bush and his friends gathered 
at the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado 
Springs to celebrate their 40th birthdays, 
he woke up the morning after with a 
hangover, went running, still felt lousy, 
and made a pledge to himself to quit 
drinking. His old pals teased him unmer­

a new kind of men’s group—a franchised 
Community Bible Study program for 
men, a precursor to the Promise Keepers. 
“That was a very pivotal time for George,” 
Laura Bush has said. “For the first time 
[these men] weren’t just spending their 
time sitting around, kicking back with 
hamburgers and beer.” But Jones doesn’t 
remember Bush taking that spiritual ex­
ercise very seriously either. The pastor 
would ask a question from the lesson: 
“What happened to the Jew on his way to 
Jericho?”

“He got his butt whipped,” Bush shot 
back.

And when his attention span was ex­
ceeded, he set his watch to go off in the 
middle of the pastor’s spiel. The other 
men guffawed, and the following week 
they all set their watches and the class 
turned into a cacophony of alarm bells. 
Jones, who can point to the exact date 
when he became a born-again Christian, 
never heard Bush describe a conversion 
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mazed.”
■ That is the word his father has

of his meteoric political career. At last. 
Little George had proved himself to his
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anointed him. Bush was in California 
shortly after his re-election in ’98 when 
Shultz, who had served as Ronald Rea­
gan’s secretary of state, reportedly told
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would likely be Bush’s chief of staff, is the
C.E.O, of Tom Brown Inc., the $750 mil- pressure.”

who speak at Promise Keeper rallies. This lion Denver-based oil and gas company.
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Incredibly competitive, Bush, pictured here 

with his father off Kennebunkport in 1999, 

would tum everyday fishing outings 
into contests. "I bet we can find more fish," 

he would challenge family friends.

The obvious question arises: How would 
these men balance the interests of the oil 
and petrochemical industries, which are 
among their heaviest contributors, with 
the interests of Americans for a clean and 
healthy environment?

I

dessa, Texas, is the backyard of 
Midland—in every way. It is where 
the dirty services of the local oil and 

petrochemical industries are performed. 
The industry executives live in Midland. 
The working people live in Odessa. It is 
where the Bush family first set up house­

keeping in 1948, a couple 
 of miles from a petro­

chemical plant built in 
1956 that is now the sixth­
worst polluter in the state 
of Texas. But the Bush 
family has long been gone, 
and a few years ago even 
the Texas agency respon­
sible for environmental 
control of air and water 
moved out of Odessa and 
over to Midland, leaving 
no forwarding number. 
That was after the plant 
was bought up in 1997 
by Huntsman, the largest 
privately owned petrochem­
ical company in the coun­

try, which expanded the plant’s capacity 
for making plastic pellets.

First, the school windows start to rattle. 
Then the whole building shakes. Swooosh- 
thwoock! It sounds like giant fireworks go­
ing off. The kids look out the windows, 
excited. From the tower of the plant a 
half-mile from the school a torch of flame 
shoots toward the sky. Kids who run out­
side feel the ground rolling. “Is it an 
earthquake?” “Will it blow up?” Smoke 
twists up from the tip of the flame. After 
a while the smoke turns black and lies 

acU.-. The character of a political leader, down over the community and day turns 
though, must be expressed through his into night. Company representatives tell

on the day.
“Whenever there is a rattle or an 

‘earthquake,’ I call the representative from 
mam and so is Dick Cheney, who, until Huntsman and ask, ‘What’s going on?”’ 
he was tapped as Bush’s running mate, says Laura Norton, the principal of Hays 

C.E.O, of Halliburton, the world’s Elementary School. The public-relations
him “I think you ought to be president, largest oil-field services company. Over executive for the Odessa plant, Carolyn 

the past five years Cheney received salary Tripp, goes over to the school and calms 
.. • —. z- 1 _______ zvnllc’ ™

are generally irreversible. Bush is an oil-

t-■

place of government or in partnership 
with it. Not only was that music to the 
ears of the Christian right, it meant mon­
ey in their coffers. Here was a politician 

who would channel government money 
not into social programs such as welfare 
but into church partnerships with the 

state.
Dr. Hawkins says, “There is a strong 

possibifity that we would be one of the 
faith-based organizations that partner 
with the federal government, under Presi­
dent Bush, to reach.out in the community 
to take care of housing and jobs.”

Unabashedly fired up by 
the rhetoric of the Chris­
tian men’s movement, Bush 
forgot that not everyone 
accepts Christ as his or her 
savior. He told a reporter 
in 1994 that the New Tes­
tament teaches that only 
those who accept Jesus
Christ will go to Heaven.

While his partners in 
the Rangers thought Bush 
was out proselytizing for 
their ball club, he was ac­
tually building a political 
network. His friend Betts 
was impressed: “So when
he said he was going to
run against Richards, he
knew he had the Republican machinery 
in high gear, just waiting to take their foot 
off the brake. They said, ‘You’re nominat­
ed.’ It was by acclamation.”

I

■ ■
i

Twenty-five years ago Reagan stood in
the same spot, and I said the same thing 
to him.” O’Neill says, “That hit George

very hard.” .
Today, Bush’s revivalist stump speech is estimated $20 million. Don Evans, who 

very similar in style and content to the
talks delivered by inspirational evangelists

“crusade,” as Bush sometimes calls his 
campaign, taps into the longing for an ide­
alized leader, discipline, spiritual catharsis, 
and restoration of male authority. Adher­
ents of this new wave of Christian evan­
gelism vow to be better fathers and hus­
bands, community leaders, and enlistees 
in a “godly army” dedicated to restoring 
“biblical values.” Bush told Connecticut 
state-party members at a fund-raiser last 
June, “We are about the quality of life ... 
love thy neighbors. We understand the 

limitations of government; government can 
hand out money, [but] churches and syna-
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and bonuses totaling $12.5 million, stock everyone down. “She calls them ‘flares,’” 
options worth nearly $39 million and, last says Norton. “She said they had to shut

lieve she said steam, and because they’re 
shooting it fast, it was creating a lot of

W
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 gogues and mosques [are] places that 
 u used ever since Bush whipped Ann warm the cold. The great challenge is to 

Richards and began the delayed liftoff work to change the culture, unleash the
• • *■ armies of compassion.”

Little George had proved himself to his With his promise to restore “honor and 
family. But even after Bush trampled his dignity” to the Oval Office, Bush is jiot 

poorly funded Democrat opponent, Gar­
ry Mauro, to be re-elected governor in
1998 with 68 percent of the vote, his
own parents were not entirely convinced
that George was ready to run for presi- A leading concern today is the environ-

new laws will be passed, but once the en-
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"Vie fear that Huntsman is being held up as the
poster child for Bush's shitty environmental record

here in Texas," says a Huntsman spokesperson.

H
n December 1998, Odessa residents liv-

I
uayo a wvviv, ------------1----------- , • i t i J
centlv “We feel confident they are mon- tion in question might have closed the

so we

ic. The principal admits that some par­feet in the air and could be seen from

are having problems with “allergies,’

These are plants moreto the Huntsman plant, the principal ties in Texas.’

unscheduled release of chemicals. The in their school. “They get real involved in

child a computer and then 20 years later their lobbyists, met through the fall of

i known as “Trainwreck.” “The whole sys- from oil & gas believe that the Governor’s 
tern they use is a hoax and a fraud,” says Office will ‘persuade’ the T.N.R.C.C. to
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more than a third oi an industrial emis- 
sions in the state. Executives from more 
than a dozen oil and chemical compa­
nies, including Huntsman, together with

•! ’

Si -

which are fired from a plant into the at­
mosphere, releasing anything from plant 
waste to dangerous carcinogens, but it 
isn’t only natural or “sweet gas.” Flares 
use steam, but what they are burning is 
often a toxic chemical soup that is so 
commonplace in Texas cities and poor 
counties that, under Governor Bush, the 
state has moved up to No. 1 in ozone 
precursor emissions. (Air toxics become 
transformed and create ozone pollution.) 
Amazingly, Houston managed to outdo 
Los Angeles in 1999 as the city with the 
highest levels of ozone smog in the na­
tion. Houston is only one of a half-dozen 
of the state’s largest metropolitan areas to 
be warned by the Environmental Protec­
tion Agency that their eight-hour smog 
levels threaten human health. Governor

outmoded technology.
That June, executives of Marathon Oil 

but and Exxon sent a letter to other oil exec-

I

i

Carman, who quit the agency in disgust 
in 1992 and now works for the Sierra Club 

in Texas.
The Huntsman operation in Odessa is 

not the worst case of alleged environmen­
tal recklessness in Texas, but it is a clas­
sic example of how the interests of the 
oil and power and petrochemical indus­
tries are protected by the Bush adminis­
tration, while the population is virtually 
helpless against the dangerously mount­
ing pollution levels. The T.N.R.C.C. in­
sists it does have “guidelines”—E.S.L.’s, 
or environmental-safety levels—which are 
pseudo-standards that the agency can ap­
ply or dismiss at its discretion. But they 
mean almost nothing. Why? Because 
Texas is not enforcing its clean-air laws. 
Under the federal act signed in 1990 by 
President Bush, each state was allowed to 
choose its own strategy. Under Governor 
Bush, the Texas strategy was conceived by 
industry executives working with the gov­
ernor’s office and blessed by the three 
commissioners of the T.N.R.C.C.—Ralph 
Marquez, a 30-year veteran of the chem­
ical industry; John Baker, a profession­
al lobbyist; and Robert Huston, an oil­
industry consultant—all appointed by Gov­

ernor Bush.

ed to drive with their headlights on in
the middle of the day. That eerie “flare” 
lasted for two weeks. Houses shook, and
terrified residents couldn’t sleep or con­
centrate. Children wheezed and coughed itoring the air, 
and came down with bloody noses and 1

Club.
But the Midland office of the state’s en-

sion), did nothing. The local air-section 
manager, Mike Hagan, excused the event 

as an “upset,”

<

ing downwind of the newly expanded school grounds. It was actually provid- 
Huntsman plastics plant were engulfed ed by the T.N.R.C.C. in response to the

upsets at each plant, and some, like Al­
coa’s Rockdale smelter, can have upsets
daily. Ludicrously, the agency puts no lim-
I, „„ .be .1 .«„> „ dura,.™ I h. ^eane.r ailp0Ua,,o„ „e ”

Dr Neil Carman, a former air-quality- troubled DuPont engineer sent out an 
control inspector for the T.N.R.C.C., widely E-mail stating, “Clearly, the‘insiders’

Bush’s latest response was to write to the T.N.R.C.C. cooperated with Huntsman in 
E P. A only last June, asking that the negotiating a $7,500 fine, which the agency 
Texas counties in violation be designated agreed to waive when the company offered 

“unclassifiable” and exempted from feder- U-------------------- . to make a contribution to the betterment | I ere is how it happened in Texas, and

aTnenates “The ERAli asked the gov- of the affected community. H how it might be expected to happen
ernor to reconsider Last October, Huntsman told the Hays I I at the national level under President

school it was putting in an expensive Bush.
new air-quality monitor, right on the

er equipment.”
“What good does it do if you give a

Cmi’-i a wFinj/viivi -------------- r ■ i
• from all the pollution he 1997 in complete secrecy until they had

releases. A Huntsman Corporation execu- got from going to Hays^Elementary?” asks  . * .

live in charge of environmental matters,
Don Olsen, insisted there had been no
flare. “There just isn’t evidence that any­
thing like that happened.” he said.

ElXZiZrZZ ”b— bbck H<sp„. epenulpg

feet in the air and could be seen from i - .
30 miles away at the Midland Country ents have complained that their children

ButtheMiatanaomceoimesuuescu- says the school’s complete attendance utives with good Bush it
vironmental aaencv TNR C C (Texas records are a year or two behind. Careful stated, asked us to work with his off
ZS'SXoZLn Commit ata. — * •»»». ~ of

children have parents who owe their jobs program to permit grandfathered tacili
• • These are plants more

C” which what thV call praises the company"for taking an interest than 30 years old, and they account for

an unscheduled release of chemicals. The in their school. “They get real involved in more than a third of all industrial emis-

T.N.R.C.C. doesn’t track the number of our science fair, and they provide comput-

In fact, in the first three days of the two- 
week upset the plant burned more than 
60,000 pounds of ethylene, a suspected 
neurotoxicant that has adverse effects on 
the nervous system; more than 30,000 
pounds of propylene, which adversely af­
fects breathing; and hundreds of pounds of 
benzene and butadiene-both recognized 
as highly hazardous carcinogens which 
promote cancer of the liver and are toxic to 
the heart, the blood, the respiratory and in­

testinal and immune systems.
Gene Collins, president of the Odessa 

chapter of the N.A.A.C.P, organized resi­
dents into one of the largest protests against 
community pollution in the state—3,100 
individual affidavits from people who com­
plained of health problems and medical 
bills. The enforcement division of the

1

by black toxic smoke-so thick they need- community outcry. “A Huntsman person
 ■ came over and

monitoring things 24 hours a day, seven
days a week,” says the principal inno-

nuilX vCSTso we feel like it’s safe grandfathering loophole that allows the 

for the kids.” Hays has 350 students, of worst of Texas air polluters to continue

An alarm bell was sounded in Bush’s 
office in January 1997 by his point man 
for environmental policy, John Howard, 

 who warned in a memo that the “industry
id explained they would be has expressed concern that the T.N.R.C.C. 

is moving too quickly and may rashly 
seek legislation this session.” The legisla-
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accept whatever program is developed be­
tween the industry group and the Gover­
nor’s Office.”

Then Governor Bush created a blue- 
ribbon committee, misleadingly named 
care, to bless the new program. On 
June 18, 1999, Bush sealed it with his 
signature on a law that makes it entire­
ly voluntary for companies with old, 
grandfathered plants to cut their pollu­
tion emissions. That spring, when Bush 
announced his intention to run for 
president, his campaign was jump- 
started by contributions from the owners 
of these same grandfathered plants and 
their law firms. Among the most 
generous were Enron ($103,100), Q 
Exxon ($ 19,200), and Shell ($25,000). |g 

Vinson & Elkins, the law firm that B 

represents Alcoa on air-pollution 
matters, contributed $184,800. Ba- jjg 

ker & Botts, which has lobbied on 
behalf of eight grandfathered pol- j|| 

luters, including Huntsman, gave 
$82,000.

hat evening we stopped by the 
Hays school to see the new 
monitor. It looked like a small 

railroad car, padlocked, with a little 
glass jar attached to sample the air. 
We could hear it “breathing,” suck­
ing in the air, but Collins said that 
when he’d asked for data from it, 
the local T.N.R.C.C. representative 
told him they didn’t have the staff to 
read the data. (The T.N.R.C.C. has
3,000 employees.) After a month 
of chasing around, a technical per­
son at the T.N.R.C.C. campus in 
Austin downloaded 13,000 pages of 
data documenting the emissions at 
the Hays school on an hourly basis 
from the time the monitor had been 
installed, nine months before. The 
results were shocking. Even Dr. Car­
man, the former T.N.R.C.C. inspec­
tor who had worked for years in the 
Odessa plants, had never seen any­
thing like it.

“It’s like having an open inciner­
ator in your backyard, but this in­
cinerator is burning a very large 

soup of toxic chemicals,” said Dr. Carman 
after analyzing the data from the three 
days in mid-July when I had followed the 
flare in Odessa. “With all of the toxic air 
releases occurring in Texas—tens of thou­
sands of them—this is the first time a con­
tinuous monitor has recorded, in real time, 
emissions from a flaring episode in Tex­
as,” to Dr. Carman’s knowledge.

The “normal” level for benzene in the 
area ranges from .5 to 2 or 3 parts per 
billion (p.p.b.) molecules of air. The eve­
ning I was in the neighborhood the ben­
zene level spiked up to 6.5 p.p.b. At 11 
P.M., after the last local newscaster left, 
the benzene level jumped to 13. But we 
were still being exposed to the effects of a 
truly stratospheric climb recorded at seven 
that morning—up to 269 p.p.b., at least a 
200 percent increase! And benzene wasn’t o 
the only deadly carcinogen the plant was j 
spewing. There were also high levels of j 
toluene and butadiene, both neurotoxi- S

really trying to do something for the 
community.”

Collins was not available when I called 
back. The company had started flaring 
12 hours in advance of the time given in 
the flyer, and he was passing out gas 
masks to residents. My Texas researcher, 
Mike Smith, and I drove over to Odessa 
to experience a flare firsthand. As we ap­
proached the low-income neighborhood 
of South Odessa, a rumble was notice­
able, and a tall narrow flame lit the sky 
above the squat houses. Residents were in 
the streets handing out thin tissue masks. 
I stopped to speak to Mary Hernandez,

it. And just about everybody has some 
sort of respiratory problem.”

After less than an hour I noticed my 
own throat closing up. My eyes were run­
ning, my voice became hoarse, and I be­
gan to feel disoriented. The company’s 
response had been a program called “Shel­
ter in Place”: people were told to tape 
their windows and seal themselves in dur­
ing a flare—hardly humane in the 90-plus­
degree summer heat for people whose air- 
conditioning is to open the windows and 
doors. Dozens of Odessa residents had 
traveled to Austin last spring to petition 
Governor Bush for help. He ignored them.

i
i
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robably some of those highly 
paid lobbyists were on the 
links the day in mid-July when 

I had a late lunch at the Midland
Country Club. The club, once fre­
quented by George W, hosts lun­
cheons for oilmen who belong to 
the Landmen’s Association and 
Natural Gas Producers. After a 
game of golf they might enjoy oys­
ters in crawfish cream sauce and 
green chili and then sit out on the 
veranda, boasting about their latest 
prospect.

Suddenly, from the veranda, I no­
ticed what looked like a big torch 
in the sky. “Could that be a flare 
from the Huntsman petrochemical plant?” 
I asked the assistant manager of the club. 
He wrinkled his nose. “It doesn’t look 
very nice.”

I was in Midland that day doing inter­
views for this story. Having read a report 
that almost a quarter-million children in 
Texas attend school near grandfathered 
plants that emit smog-producing pollu­
tion, I had asked for an interview with 
the principal of the Hays school. When 
I called Gene Collins, a graduate of Bay­
lor University who is the N.A.A.C.P. man 
in Odessa, he said, “Y’all picked a good 
time to come up here. Huntsman is pass­
ing out flyers in the community announc­
ing they are going to have a flare and an 
upset [defined as accidental!] tomorrow 
starting at six a.m.” It was the first time 
the company had given Odessa residents 
a warning of a flare, though it is legally 
required to do so by the E.P.A. Collins 
sounded genuinely pleased: “They are

!

whose neck was collared by a raw red 
scar. “I had a thyroid tumor removed 
three months ago,” she said. “Like a golf 
ball.”

She was checking on the elderly res­
idents, many of whom have obtained 
oxygen tanks. The mothers and grand­
mothers looked very worried. “This one 
has been going for two or three nights 
already,” said Bobbi Palmer, a retired 
grandmother of 15. “The rolling—at night 
it sounds like thunder. The kids get very 
upset because the noise keeps them 
awake.” Collins says, “We have a much 
higher than normal rate of kidney cancer. 
So many people in Odessa are on kidney 
dialysis now, we have a special clinic for

4

OIL FIRED UP
Bush salutes the crowd before giving 

his acceptance speech at the Republican 

National Convention in Philadelphia, 
August 3, 2000.
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the Hennessy Sidecar

1 oz. Hennessy

1 oz. triple sec

J/2 oz. lemon juice

add ice

shake, strain, enjoy.

mix accordingly
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The next morning I was told by Karen 
Hughes, “The governor will not be able to 
participate in your profile.” 

call with Don Olsen was arranged by a 
lobbyist with the public-relations firm cre-

have a health impact.... There is not a 
refinery that does not have upsets.” The 
managers of another Huntsman plant, in

was told to “take care of the press, first 
class,” which meant laying on heavy hors

guilty in 1999 of falsifying reports on a 
similar incident of a huge benzene release.
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cants that are considered extremely haz- that. It’s not our responsibility to read the
ardous to children’s development as well monitors. If they find something wrong,
as to the reproductive health of men and they have the responsibility to tell us.” 
women and particularly to the unborn. The next day Huntsman’s excuse was

“This is dramatic evidence that these to say the monitor wasn’t even operating
flares are not burning everything, but rath- on the three days for which we had data,
er releasing a mixture of highly toxic chem- Several days later, the company provided
icals into the air at ground level,” Dr. Car- us with a duplicate of the data from the
man said. “I can tell you, the T.N.R.C.C. T.N.R.C.C. but insisted that all the chem-
has no idea what this stuff does to people, icals recorded were far below levels of
They are certainly not going to tell anyone concern. They also tried to blame the pol-
that it is killing them, because that is bad lution on a nearby rubber plant. Hunts-
for ‘bidness’ in Texas.” man put out 2,936,559 pounds of toxic

The Huntsman plants are among hun- chemicals in 1998—25 times as much air 
dreds of such outmoded, free-flaring facil- pollution as the rubber plant, according 
ities. And the saddest part, says Dr. Car- to the E.RA. Other toxic chemicals 
man, is that what comes out of most of found by the Hays monitor are primarily 
these plants is not even monitored. associated with Huntsman’s facility (pro-

When I read off the data from the Hays pylene, ethylene, propane, ethane, and 
monitor to a director of enforcement at the methane).
T.N.R.C.C., Joe Vogel, he was evasive. He “It’s a farce,” Gene Collins said with a 
isn’t a toxicologist, he said, he’s a business- bitter laugh. “Governor Bush has turned 
administration person. Yet he insisted, “A his head. Maybe that is how he interprets 
lot of short-term spikes don’t necessarily ‘compassionate conservative’—I won’t watch

your suffering.” In the month after the 
Odessa upset, Collins reported, “we’ve had 
two people die from acute asthma attacks.

Port Arthur, had been found criminally It’s really scary.”
Even the company’s P.R. spokesperson,

Barbara Laing, complained, “We fear that 
(One of the convicted managers was a for- Huntsman is being held up as the poster 
mer state air-pollution regulator; while on child for Bush’s shitty environmental record 
appeal he still has his job with Hunts- here in Texas.”
man.) “We have never been able to prove
a condition of air pollution, because we
were never able to prove that the smoke
impacted the neighborhood,” says Vogel
about Port Arthur.

hoped to have an opportunity to ask 
Governor Bush about his learning diffi­
culties, his religious awakening, and 

his environmental policies. Coming out of
Vogel failed to say that the T.N.R.C.C. the celebratory Republican convention, I

has set acceptable levels for short-term re- joined Bush’s whistle-stop train tour through 
leases, and Huntsman had clearly exceeded the Midwest, expecting a real grassroots 
them and may be endangering the health trip. Instead, it was a long string of pri- 
of the community. The short-term safety vately owned railroad cars. The campaign 
level of benzene is four p.p.b. an hour for had hired a top Philadelphia caterer, who 

24 hours. On July 11, the average mea­
surement of benzene per hour in South
Odessa was 20 p.p.b. My call must have d’oeuvres—smoked-salmon napoleons and
set off alarm bells in the Salt Lake City caviar on creme fraiche—while the train
headquarters of Huntsman. A conference purred through traditionally Democrat­

ic states. Crowds were huge and highly 
charged, but the faces were almost exclu- 

ated by Governor Bush’s media guru, Mark sively white.
McKinnon. “We bought this plant because Running down the roadbed at one stop, 
we thought it helps Odessa and the end I collared Don Evans. I asked him how 
products it makes are necessary for soci- Bush, as president, would balance his loy-
ety,” said Olsen. He also said that the ally to the oil, gas, and petrochemical in­
company had spent millions on putting in dustries with the nation’s growing con- 
a new flaring system. “We’re working close- cerns about environmental policy. The 
ly with the T.N.R.C.C.” pause was long. “We’ll have a policy posi-

But he said he knew nothing about a tion on the environment and energy—it’s
July flare, nor about any data generated being worked on.” Evans emphasized that
by the expensive new monitor, and pro- the governor has taken “enormous con­
fessed ignorance of any benzene releases, structive steps to reduce pollution.” 
When he heard some of the numbers,
he changed his story: “The T.N.R.C.C.
or E.P.A. has not contacted us about

■ 1 i
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January 8, 200

By Hand

Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely,

S. Daniel Abraham

President William J. Clinton 
The White House
Washington, DC

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

WAYNE OWENS 
PRESIDENT

We go with genuine hope and expectation that we can be of some help in at least 
narrowing the differences, though as you always do we hope and pray for a breakthrough.

Thank you for your tireless diligence for the cause of peace throughout the last 
eight vears. and God bless vou in vour closing efforts and beyond.

Before you leave office, Wayne and I and our colleague Sara Ehrman would like 
to present you with our Award for Distinguished Service to the Cause of Peace.

If there is an opportunity for a short session with you, we would be grateful to 
come see you briefly. We expect to return on Friday, January 12 and will be available 
anytime next week.

> J. ?

A-’^0855

I was grateful we had the chance to visit with you last night when you came to our 
offices in New York with Senator Clinton and your daughter and appreciated very much 
our conversation and your speech at the IPF dinner. Wayne Owens and I are leaving this 
afternoon for Israel with appointments both with the Prime Minister and President Afarat 
as well has several others, including Osama El Baz in Cairo.

S. DANIEL ABRAHAM 
CHAIRMAN
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November 24, 2000

FAX - 3 pages total

URGENT MEETING AND IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUESTED

To: Melanne Vervieer

From: Rhoda and Mark Berenson

Re: ■tter about Lori Berenson in

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

Rhoda and Mark Berenson
320 East 25 Street

New York, NY 10010
Tel: 212-689-3868 and Fax: 212-689-9572

^opic d

e are asking if you could pl< 
e'-aregrateful foJthg-FirSfL

?densure that President Clinton receives this urgent letter. 
________  y’s assistance in the past and would appreciate any

addition^ assistance she could provide at this crucial time.

Attached is a letter to President Clinton. We have sent it to two White House fax 
numbers but fear it will be lost amongst niany others.

FRX NO. : 2126899572

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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November 24,2000

URGENT MEETING AND IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUESTED

Dear President Clinton:

<
FROM :.

The new Peruvian leadership can be shown that the illegal civilian investigation 
of Lori presently concluding its work has failed to develop any evidence of wrongful 
conduct by her and that the investigation itself is illegal and prohibited by decisions of 
the Inter-American Court for Human Rights on grounds both of double jeopardy and the 
present incapacity of the Peruvian judicial system to provide a fair trial. In fact, you will 
recall that in June 1998, President Fujimori’s own Prime Minister Javier Valle Riestra 
had proclaimed Lori’s conviction illegal and declared she must be set free.

Recent events in Peru provide an opportunity for real democracy to develop and 
flourish in that country. And they also provide a real opportunity to secure Lori’s 
immediate release. Time is of the essence.

Peru is anxious to act justly now that it is free from the repression of Mr. Fujimori 
and Mr. Montesinos and we ask that you personally direct your National Security 
Advisor Sandy Berger, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, and Ambassador John 
Hamilton to request of President Valentin Paniagua and Prime Minister Javier Perez, de 
Cuellar that they release Lori now.

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington DC 20500

Rhoda and Mark Berenson
320 East 25 Street

New Yo^k, NY 10010
Tel: 212-689-3868 and Fax: 212-689-9572

The new and interim government of Valentin Paniagua has called for healing and 
reconciliation. In that spirit, and to solidify relations with the United States, now is the 
time for Lori to be released. With your leadership the people of Peru will surely realize 
that Lori was a victim of the discredited and disgraced dictator Alberto Fujimori’s deceits 
and demagoguery for his own political gains. Both the new government and the people 
of Peru are very anxious to establish a normal and healthy relationship with the United 
States and, as you can explain, this will only be possible when Lori, who has already 
suffered five years of debilitating imprisonment without a fair trial and despite her 
innocence, is free.
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Re: Lori Berenson

as

Sincerely,

Rhoda and Mark Berenson

National Security Advisor Samuel Bergercc:

2/2.

It is essential that Lori be rescued prior to the public phase of her civilian “show 
trial” that is scheduled to occur in mid December. As Reverend Jesse Jackson said mis 
week, “the current political turmoil in Peru now threatens to prolong Ms. Berenson’s 
imprisonment.” He expressed the hope that Lori would not get caught up in Peruvian 
politics. This happened in the runoff election when Mr. Fujimori attacked the opposition
candidate Alejandro Toledo as threatening to release the “evil gringa terrorist Lori 
Berenson.” And it surely will happen again when the new Peruvian election process 

unfolds in the next few weeks.

There is now a growing chorus of demands from well-respected members of the 
Peruvian community for release of many political prisoners, including amnesty for an 
army officer who recently led an insurrection, taking hostages at gunpoint. Failure by the 
United States government to make its position clear to the new Peruvian leadership at this 
time can be extremely damaging to the struggle for Lori’s freedom.

This week marks five years that Lori has been wrongfully held during your tenure 
President of the United States. In the name of justice and human rights, we ask for 

your help now to secure her immediate release.

We will be in Washington this week and urgently request the opportunity to meet 

with you before it is too late.

♦
FROM - 

9
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To:

cc:
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RecordRecord Type:

Sarah E. Gegenheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP To:
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Minyon Moore/WHO/EOP@EOP, Nancy V. Hernreich/WHO/EOP@EOP

Jennifer H. Smith/WHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: GQ profile of Casey Wasserman

is

Should we grant this request? If yes, what type of comment would be appropriate? 
----------------------------------Forwarded by Sarah E. Gegenheimer/WHO/EOP on 11/30/2000 02:12 PM-----------

Jennifer H. Smith
11/30/2000 02:01:41 PM

Sarah E. Gegenheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP

Nancy V. Hemreich/WHO/EOP@EOP, Jennifer H. Smith/WHO/EOP@EOP

Subject: GQ profile of Casey Wasserman

The President does know Casey well and has on occasion played golf with him. To the best of my 
knowledge he likes him. candidly, I think this is something the President might want to comment 
personally because of the unique relationship he enjoys with Casey's grandfather 
----------------------------------Forwarded by Minyon Moore/WHO/EOP on 11/30/2000 02:19 PM-------------------------------------------

*******

The Associated Press

cc:
Subject: GQ profile of Casey Wasserman

Cliff Rothman from the New York Times is doing a profile of Casey Wasserman (Lew Wasserman's 
grandson) for GQ, and would like to get a comment from the President. He says the President knows 
Casey very well, and is sure he would be willing to contribute to the piece. I've done a search, and 
haven't found any comments from the President about him. Let me know if this is something we want to 
help out with. (Their deadline is tomorrow.) Attached is an AP article on Casey for reference.

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

“t ": Minyon Moore
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View Related Topics

Septembers, 1999, Sunday, BC cycle

ADVANCED-DATE: August 23, 1999, Monday, BC cycle

SECTION: Domestic News

LENGTH: 824 words

HEADLINE: From AP Newsfeatures

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

He's 25 going on 50, and he's having fun.

Armed with business savvy, connections and a Hollywood pedigree, he has a good 
chance to make his fledgling Arena Football League team one of the better stories in 
the gloomy Los Angeles sports scene in years.

He looks like he should be an intern, not hiring them, until he begins talking like an 
investment banker, which he did at Waterton Management until about a year ago.

"I love it. It doesn't feel like work to me," the grandson of former MCA/Universal chief 
Lew Wasserman says.

The Los Angeles Avengers haven't signed one player yet. They don't even have a 
coach. But Wasserman knows what he wants them to look like.

Breaks are rare for this busybody. So, Wasserman sits in a chair and breaks into an 
easy smile, tufts of his brown hair sticking up like sticks of hay.

BYLINE: APN SUNDAY ILLUSTRATIONS: Subscribers get 1 photo, NY371 of Aug. 
24., By JEFF WONG, Associated Press Writer

The Avengers were born when he read a story in the Sports Business Journal about the 
NFL possibly buying a stake in the Arena Football League. He called good friend

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

His office in the city's Westwood area is decorated with the artifacts of a 
work-in-progress - prototypes of the team jersey and helmet, sketches of the team logo, 
drawing boards of yet-to-be aired TV commercials. Two framed pictures sit on his desk 
- one showing him and his girlfriend, the other of him in the middle of his golf swing with 
President Clinton looking on.

BODY:
Many college graduates are beginning the long climb up the corporate ladder, debating 
a career change or even a return to grad school. Others might be living at home, still 
relying on their parents' good will.

Not Casey Wasserman, believed to be the youngest owner of a major professional 
sports team in history.



It's not much of a surprise to those who know him.

"He's probably my closest friend," the younger Wasserman says.

"I know," Casey Wasserman says, laughing. "Don't start."

"After a few meetings, I went to see a couple of games," Wasserman says. "What sold 
me was the product. When you see a game, you really become intrigued."

Wasserman has brought Los Angeles its first arena football team since 1989, paid the 
$ 5 million franchise fee, persuaded Staples Center to open its doors, organized radio, 
print and TV ads, and hired a front-office staff.

Several weeks ago, he gave 140 Los Angeles-area contest winners a chartered-plane 
ride to Phoenix, where they watched an arena football game featuring the Arizona 
Rattlers.

Wasserman graduated from UCLA with a political science degree but says he picked 
up much of his business knowledge from hanging out with his 86-year-old grandfather, 
who built MCA/Universal into an entertainment powerhouse.

The elder Wasserman, close friends with the late NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle, 
was interested in buying teams as a way to diversify MCA/Universal's portfolio and add 
to its collection of theme parks, record labels and production companies.

Roger Goodell, NFL executive vice president of league development, and Goodell set 
up a one-on-one meeting with Arena Football League commissioner C. David Baker.

Unlike its 100-yard parent, arena football is played on a 50-yard field in an indoor 
stadium surrounded by padded walls. Most players play offense and defense. Games 
are usually high-scoring affairs.

Since Wasserman was 3, they've had breakfast together on Saturdays and Sundays at 
about 8 a.m. at the same Beverly Hills deli, Nate-N-AI. They speak by phone three or 
four times a day, the first call at 6 a.m.

With game tickets starting at $ 7, the team hopes to tap into an audience that can't 
afford the rising ticket prices of teams like the Lakers, which start at $ 20.

Like many grandsons and grandfathers, they often talked about sports. Unlike most, 
they also discussed buying teams.

Various attempts to buy minor league baseball teams never panned out. He came 
closest in spring 1986, when a deal to purchase the New York Mets fell apart at the last 
minute. By October, the Mets were World Series champions.

Not a bad resume for most people. Wasserman did it in a year - before turning 25 in 
July - while running the Wasserman Foundation, his family's charitable organization.

The Avengers' first game is more than eight months away, yet the team's promotional 
blitz is in full swing.

"I think there's probably a great deal of responsibility that Casey bears," Baker says. 
"I'm 46 and commissioner of the league, and I deal with Casey as a peer."



The 12-hour work days don't bother Wasserman. Play time, he says, can come later.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: Septembers, 1999

Copyright © 2000 LEXIS-NEXIS, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

"It took serious money to get the team. With all that's happened in our league, we're 
getting those quality people now with the financial wherewithal to succeed," Rattlers 
vice president Gene Nudo says.

The NFL agreed in February to buy a minority stake in the arena league in the next 
three years, stoking interest among potential advertisers and sponsors.

"I know if we do a great job it'll be that much sweeter." LOS ANGELES, CA, 
USA (54%);
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ride to Phoenix, where they watched an arena football game featuring the Arizona 
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"I'm 46 and commissioner of the league, and I deal with Casey as a peer."

"I know if we do a great job it'll be that much sweeter." LOS ANGELES, CA, 
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EDENTMEMORANDUM FOR THE

JOHN PODESTATHROUGH:

FROM:

POST-ELECTION SPEECHESSUBJECT:

GLOBALIZATIONI.

1

TERRY EDMONDS \ 

JEFF SHESOL 
JOSH GOTTHEIMER

We will continue to consider appropriate sites for such speeches. We look forward to 

hearing your ideas.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

As you know, summary speeches have been something of a tradition among outgoing, 
two-term Presidents. President Eisenhower, of course, delivered a major address on the military­
industrial complex and disarmament. President Reagan delivered four major wrap-up speeches 
in December 1988: one each on domestic and foreign policy, one on the state of the economy, 
and one on the presidency and the role of government. (Please see attached survey of recent 

presidencies.)

Below, we briefly describe several speech topics that emerged in our meeting with John 
Podesta, Steve Ricchetti, Maria Echaveste, Karen Tramontano, Gene Sperling, Sid Blumenthal, 

Joel Johnson, Jake Siewert, Loretta Ucelli, and Stephanie Streett.

This would be your defining statement on the central reality of this new century: 
globalization. This speech could fill in the contours of your argument in this year’s State of the 
Union Address - for America’s leadership as a force not only for open trade, but for labor rights 
and environmental protection around the world. As you did at Davos and in other speeches, you 
could emphasize the growing importance of debt relief, development, and health initiatives, and 

the potential of trade and technology to lift lives in all nations.

photocopy 
wjc handwriting

We have convened a small working group to discuss options for speeches you might 
deliver between now and the Inauguration. We believe that you have an opportunity to deliver 
one or more “summing-up” speeches that outline your accomplishments and offer your vision for 
the future - not only the nation’s future, but the ideas you plan to pursue in the years ahead.

We believe you should deliver a series of three or four such speeches. These would be in 
addition to several other major speeches, as well as a formal Farewell Address from the Oval 

Office.

Ojb-f+hc r

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
\ 2.- H-cro



NATIONAL SECURITY IN THE 21st CENTURYIL

SOCIAL PROGRESS (THE NEW COVENANT REVISITED)III.

OTHER POSSIBLE SPEECH TOPICSIV.

2

This speech would revisit the themes of your New Covenant speeches of 1991, and build 
on your argument that America is not only better off, but also a better country. In addressing the 
progress we have made — from welfare to crime, from education to the environment - you could 
define the “Third Way” approach that informs these efforts.

Additionally, in describing your ethic of social responsibility, you could make the case 
for public service and civic activism - for fulfilling our democratic duty to our communities and 
our nation.

A.
B.
C.

A thorough and thoughtful review of America’s security interests in this new century and 
the progress we have made toward a safer world. You could speak to America’s role both as a 
peacekeeper and a peacemaker (Northern Ireland, the Balkans, the Middle East). You could 
describe the foundations you have built for our changing relationships with Russia, China, and 
other nations; and address the new challenges to America’s security in a global, information age.

New Economy
Race
Environment
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POST-ELECTION SPEECHES: TRUMAN THROUGH REAGAN

President Harry S. Truman 

• Major address on civil liberties, National Archives, December 15.

• A major wrap-up on world peace, the National War College, December 19.

• Final State of the Union, on economic accomplishments and Communist aggression, January 7.

• Farewell Address to the American People focusing on the Cold War, January 15.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

President Lyndon B. Johnson

• Final State of the Union Speech, summarizing Great Society reforms, January 14.

President Ronald Reagan 

• Major address on the state of the economy, the National Chamber Foundation, November 17.

• Major wrap-up speech on foreign policy, American Enterprise Institute, December 7.

• Major wrap-up address on domestic policy, December 13.

• Four Farewell events, including: one radio address, one farewell address from the Oval, one 
White House ceremony, one dinner.

• A Farewell Radio and Television Address to the American people on the military-industrial 

complex and disarmament, January 17.

• Major wrap-up address on the military, Alumni Association of Industrial College of the Armed 

Forces, December 16.

• A speech at a Farewell Dinner in New York City summarizing policies affecting the poor, 

elderly, and minorities, January 13.

• Final State of the Union Speech summarizing administration’s accomplishments in foreign 
affairs, defense, the economy, agriculture, civil rights, natural resources, health & welfare, and 

veterans, January 12.

• Major speech on the presidency and the role of government, University of Virginia, December 
16.



\

I

A

The attached Sperling/Berger/Brain memo asks you to approve a
unanimous recommendation that USTR issue a revised retaliation

r

Discuss 

Discuss Disapprove 

Lisel Loy^^

PHOTOCOPY
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1) Revised list w/o cashmere, announcing cashmere will be 

included by Nov. 15 if no resolution
Approve  Disapprove 

2) Revised list w/o cashmere, no specific reference to cashmere 

(NSC recommends)
Approve

list in the Bananas dispute as soon as possible, not including 
cashmere at this time. In addition, all your advisers except NSC 
recommend the Federal Register (FR) notice announce that 
cashmere will be put on the Bananas list by Nov. 15 if the dispute 
is not settled by then; if you approve, they recommend you sign 
the attached letter to Prime Minister Blair explaining your 
decision. NSC recommends a vaguer FR notice that does not 
refer specifically to cashmere; if you approve, NSC recommends a 
revised Blair letter that would make clear, confidentially, that 
we’ll likely have to include cashmere by Nov. 15 if there’s no 

agreement.

As you know, carousel retaliation provisions in the Africa-CBI 
bill called for changes to our Bananas/Beef retaliation lists. 
Senator Lott, several other members, and key industry 
representatives want cashmere added to the Bananas list now; 
Lott would accept a postponement if we announce cashmere will 
be included if the case is not resolved before the end of the year. 
Blair objects strongly to the inclusion of cashmere (see attached 
letters). Following Blair’s second letter, NSC believes we risk a 
strong negative personal reaction from Blair if we publicly 
announce a date certain on cashmere. They recognize Option 2 

would require revisiting this issue with Lott.

MR PRESIDENT:

8 -is od
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH 1N GTON

August 17, 2000
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August 17, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

CAROUSEL RETALIATIONSUBJECT:

Issue:

Background:

Among the items that have been proposed for inclusion are garments made from cashmere, 
especially those from the United Kingdom. Several members of Congress and key industry 
representatives have placed a special emphasis on adding cashmere to the Bananas retaliation list 
- labeling it a litmus test - because they believe it is a sensitive product for the United Kingdom 
and its inclusion would motivate the United Kingdom to work to settle the dispute.

GENE SPERLING
SAMUEL BERGER 
CHARLES BRAIN

An interagency team has been working to modify our retaliation lists in the Bananas and Beef 
disputes pursuant to the carousel retaliation provisions included in the Africa-CBI legislation. 
The carousel provisions require that U.S. trade sanctions be periodically adjusted in order to 
increase the effectiveness of U.S. trade sanctions. The conference report accompanying the 
legislation requested that the lists be revised by June 17, but that became impossible largely due 
to the need to review more than 400 comments received from the public on this issue.

Charlene Barshefsky and Chuck Brain met with Trent Lott, who has made clear that he has 
strong feelings on this issue and wants to see cashmere added to the list. Lott said that, while he 
would like cashmere included now, a postponement would be acceptable if we announce that 
cashmere will be added to the list if the case has not been resolved before the end of the year. 
However, U.S. companies with an interest in the dispute had indicated that they would prefer that 
you not delay implementation. Their preference is to include cashmere on the revised list and 
implement the revised list without any delay.

Whether to include cashmere garments from the United Kingdom on revised U.S. retaliation lists 
to be issued in connection with World Trade Organization disputes concerning the European 
Union’s (EU) discriminatory import laws for bananas (Bananas) and the EU’s scientifically 
unjustified ban on beef from cattle treated with growth hormones (Beef).

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

8-1 a- o d



settlement proposal put forward by a number of Caribbean countries that export bananas to the 
pt t Wo ciinnnrt the Caribbean nronosal and believe it can be the basis of a settlement. In

Recommendations:

2

On Bananas, the U.K. Ministers of Industry and Trade, Agriculture, and State have all sent 
letters to their European Commission (EC) counterparts urging the EC to look favorably upon a

This general strategy is not only the best way to enhance our negotiating leverage, but it also is 
fair to the United Kingdom. By not including cashmere now, we recognize the steps the United 
Kingdom has taken to promote settlement. This will be the second time that we have refrained 
from including cashmere - we decided not to do so when the Bananas retaliation list was first 
issued - and, in the interim, the overall level of retaliation imposed against the U.K. will 

In view of the foregoing considerations, we recommend that (a) USTR issue revised retaliation 
lists in a Federal Register notice as soon as possible, preferably early next week; and
(b) cashmere not be placed on the Bananas retaliation list at this time.

And, with the exception of the NSC, we recommend announcing in the Federal Register notice 
that cashmere will be included on the Bananas list by November 15 if the dispute is not settled 
by then. This strategy gives us the best leverage for promoting further settlement efforts by 
putting the United Kingdom on notice that it must do even more to find a solution. In effect, it 
keeps our strongest ammunition in reserve but makes clear that we intend to use it.

EU. We support the Caribbean proposal and believe it can be the basis of a settlement. In 
addition. Prime Minister Blair has raised Bananas with EC President Prodi directly, asking why 
the EC has failed to take action to resolve this dispute. It appears that Prodi has started to 
pressure EC Trade Commissioner Lamy to take a more personal role in the Bananas dispute to 

see if a resolution can be achieved soon.

As for Beef, the United Kingdom has issued a study finding that there is no scientific evidence of 
risk to human health from use of growth-promoting hormones in cattle, the food safety question 
at the heart of the dispute. The United Kingdom’s determination regarding the safety of beef 
from cattle treated with such hormones, coupled with other steps it has taken to move towards a 

resolution of the case, have been quite helpful.

The Blair Government has voiced strong objections to inclusion of cashmere. Prime Minister 
Blair has written to you twice on this subject (Tabs A and B), and he raised the matter with you 
when you met with him in Japan in late July. Following your meeting with the Prime Minister, 
we made clear to U.K. officials that we could not forbear indefinitely and would likely include 
cashmere by late October if the case was not resolved at that time. Prime Minister Blair 
responded by sending his second letter on August 1, in which he stated that he had been leading 
the EU effort to solve the issue and that a deadline of late October did not provide adequate time 

to settle Bananas.

The United Kingdom has indicated that it intends to work hard to ensure a constructive 
resolution of the Beef Banana, and FSC cases. U.K. officials warn that inclusion of a sensitive 
product like cashmere on the retaliation list would make it virtually impossible for them to 
continue to work constructively for resolution of these trade cases.



Justifications for this alternative approach can be found in the following:

3

decrease slightly. The Blair Government will not be happy about a decision that cashmere will 
be included in the future, but it must recognize that we have demonstrated as much restraint as 
possible and that cashmere cannot be kept off the list indefinitely. And, we have pushed the 
deadline back to mid-November to accommodate the Prime Minister’s request for more time.

• Cashmere Not Needed: Even without cashmere, carousel will step up the pressure on the 
British by including shortbread biscuits. The biscuit industry includes a number of large 
companies that have direct access to 10 Downing Street (which our previous list did not), and 
the $16 million in exports affected by this action will be noticed. As noted above, the United 
Kingdom has endorsed the Caribbean proposal we support; indeed, it is the only EU member 
state to actively do so.

Finally, we recommend that you sign the attached letter to Prime Minister Blair explaining this 

decision (Tab C).

• Cost to U.S.-U.K. Relations: U.S.-U.K. relations could take a substantial hit if we target 
cashmere. Prime Minister Blair is beginning to emerge from the lowest domestic political 
period of his tenure, and would face intense criticism at home if he were viewed as unable to 
use his close relationship with you to forestall U.S. sanctions despite his personal 
intervention. Blair would view such an announcement as a personal rebuff to his active 
efforts to persuade the EU to reach a solution on Bananas, possibly prompting the United 
Kingdom to stop supporting our position in upcoming EU deliberations. We might also 
expect to lose British support for our position on a variety of other U.S.-EU trade disputes.

NSC View: NSC understands that the recommendations above reflect a strategy that had been 
generally agreed upon in order to maximize our leverage and to take into account views 
expressed by key members of Congress and affected private parties. That strategy previously 
had appeal, but the tone and language of Prime Minister Blair’s August 1 letter to you has led us 
to consider a different approach. In fact, the depth of concern expressed by Prime Minister Blair 
in this letter - his second on this issue (he also wrote you on June 15) - persuades us that there is 
a strong likelihood of a negative personal reaction from him if we were to announce a date 

certain on cashmere.

Thus, NSC agrees with recommendations (a) and (b) above, but disagrees with the 
recommendation that we announce now in the Federal Register that cashmere will be included 
on the Bananas list by November 15 if the dispute is not settled by then. Rather, the Federal 
Register announcement should be configured more vaguely to state that (1) a new list will be 
issued November 15 that would target “products from countries that are deemed not to be 
cooperating in efforts to find a solution,” and (2) “the Administration will retain the discretion to 
impose additional sanctions if we cannot inform Congress by November 15 that agreement has 
been reached with the EU on an approach to settle this problem.” Furthermore, your response to 
Prime Minister Blair should confirm the possibility that cashmere would be added to the list by 
November 15 if no agreement is reached by then. You could assure the Prime Minister in your 
response that this threat would be kept private pending the outcome of EU deliberations this Fall.



Decision:

DisapproveApprove

or.

DisapproveApprove

Attachments

First Letter from Prime Minister Blair (Pre-Okinawa)Tab A

Second Letter from Prime Minister Blair (Post-Okinawa)Tab B

Draft Letter to Prime Minister Explaining DecisionTabC
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2) That you approve recommendations (a) and (b) above, that you approve the alternative option 
proposed by the NSC, and that we attempt to work out differences this approach might raise with 
Senator Lott:

1) That you approve recommendations (a) and (b) above and the recommendation to announce 
that cashmere will be included on the Bananas list by November 15 if that case is not resolved 
by then:

The NSC recognizes that, as noted above, Senator Lott has indicated that he would like the 
Federal Register notice to provide explicitly that cashmere will be added to the Bananas 
retaliation list if the case is not resolved by a date certain before the end of the year. 
Accordingly, if you were to prefer this option, it would be necessary to revisit this issue with the 
Senator.

• Targeting the Wrong Crowd: Setting a date certain for sanctions on cashmere commits us to 
retaliate against the United Kingdom, even if it emerges at the September or October EU 
General Affairs Council meetings that France or Spain is the obstacle to an agreement on 
Bananas. The Administration should retain the flexibility to target those countries that are at 
the core of the problem as EU deliberations unfold.

Consequently, in the view of the NSC, the draft letter to PM Blair should be amended by striking 
the last sentence of the fourth paragraph, and inserting instead: “While we will not include 
cashmere now, I want to make clear on a confidential basis that I will likely be forced to do so by 
November 15 if we are unable by that time to inform the Congress that agreement has been 
reached with the EU on an approach to settle this problem.”
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THE PRIME MINISTER

15 June 2000

Dear Bill,

I am very disturbed ar rhe prospect that the US might i

the issue.

'can

dispute.

urging diem to show

to son out

We have written again this week to the Commission, 

the flexibility needed to reach a deal. I hope you are asking your negotiators to 

do the same. Settling this dispute would greatly enhance our ability

The UK is the leading voice within the EU arguing for the US/Caribb 

proposal. You know how keen I am to see EU/US disputes resolved without the 

need for political conflict. We stand alone in opposition to the EU’s ban on US 

meat, and have worked successfully to moderate the EU’s line in the FSC

IO DOWNING STREET 
LONDON SWA 2AA

sanctions against UK businesses because of the WTO dispute over bananas, 

would be entirely counterproductive, and would only jt h?J.der t0 rcMlve

impose tougher

This
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PAGE 2/3

If anything, the US should be reducing its retaliation against UK business.

I D ■■ 20 25887860

We want to see the bananas dispute resolved as soon as possible, and are 

doing all we can to aulueve this. The threat of increased retaliation cannot make 

us do more.
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other dtsputes as well. Thero is a real c.hance of a deal on bananas on the basis 

of the proposals put forward by the Caribbean countries in consul1ation with the 

US, but only if borh sides are willing to move. 

-� .PJJ-Z/' 

The President of rhe United States of America 
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We are trying to get the dispute solved as quickly as possible, bw a 
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Tony:

The

Thank you for your letters regarding changes that may be made to 
the retaliation lists in the Bananas and Beef disputes. I 
recognize that you view this issue to be quite important, and I 
want you to know that I have given much thought to the points 
you raised in your letters as well as in conversations we have 
had.

As you know, there is a limited pool of items eligible for 
inclusion on our retaliation lists, and there is considerable 
interest here in the United States for cashmere to be included 
on the Bananas list in particular. We did not include cashmere 
when the Bananas list was initially composed, and we have 
refrained from doing so again. Nonetheless, the demands to 
include cashmere have escalated. While we will not include 
cashmere now, we must make clear that it will be added to the 
list by November 15 if Bananas is not resolved by then.

You have suggested that we work to settle these disputes without 
revised retaliation lists, but this is simply not possible, 
need for revised lists arises from statutory provisions that 
must be implemented. These provisions are the result of deeply 
felt frustration within our Congress over the European
Commission's failure to meet its WTO obligations for far too 
long -- a frustration I share.

With regard to how the lists will be revised, cashmere garments 
will not be added at this time. In addition, the United Kingdom 
will continue to be exempt from retaliation in the Beef dispute, 
and its sanctions under the Bananas list will decrease. We have 
adopted this approach due to the constructive role the United 
Kingdom has played in attempting to resolve these disputes. The 
efforts made by your government are very much appreciated, and I 
trust that they will continue. Indeed, I believe that your 
continuing personal involvement is one of the most important 
steps toward bringing these matters to a satisfactory 
conclusion.
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Sincerely,

The Right Honorable
Tony Blair, M.P.
Prime Minister 
London

I hope you recognize that we have tried to show the greatest 
possible sensitivity to your concerns. More importantly, I hope 
that we never reach the point where cashmere is included because 
that would mean we have failed to settle a case that should have 
been resolved long ago. We should work together to narrow our 
differences and put these trade disputes behind us.
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Loretta Ucelli called -

Staff Secretary is coming up with something they can give.

: i.

/- i S-o I

* .

I

You inquired about giving the Citizen’s Medal to Timberland

Per Loretta - they cannot give the Citizen’s Medal but the CAN give a Certificate of 
Accommodation - for thanks for their efforts.

Betty
1-15-01
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Nickles Increases Human Suffering

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

"Under the Act, all physicians and particularly physicians who care for those with terminal 
illnesses will be made especially vulnerable to having their pain and symptom management 
treatment decisions questioned by law enforcement officials not qualified to judge medical 
decision-making. This can result in unnecessary investigation, and further disincentives to 

aggressively treat pain."

It is absolutely consistent and logical to be opposed to physician-assisted suicide and the 
Nickles legislation overturning Oregon’s law.

Not a single nursing organization in America supports the Nickles bill which purports to relieve 
pain for dying patients. Not one. But seven nursing organizations, including the American 
Nursing Association, the National Association of Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association, the 
Pediatric Oncology Nurses, and the American Society of Pain Management Nurses, all oppose 
this alleged pain relief bill. As you know, when a friend or loved one is in the hospital, a 
physician may have ultimate responsibility for their care, but the nurses are the ones left to help 
them cope with their pain.

The American Cancer Society is opposed to assisted suicide, and its statement says that the 
Nickles bill will hurt cancer patients nationwide. The American Academy of Family Physicians 
is opposed to assisted suicide and opposed to the Nickles bill. So is the American Nurses 
Association, the Oncology Nursing Society, the Indiana State Hospice and Palliative Care 
Association, and the Texas Medical Association - in all, over 50 respected health organizations 
opposed to physician-assisted suicide and opposed to the Nickles legislation. If you care about 
humane medical treatment, if you want to alleviate suffering, if you are worried about protecting 
the poor and the elderly, you should stand opposed to the Nickles legislation because it will hurt 
the very people you care about.

Over 50 highly respected health organizations - from the American Cancer Society to the Texas 
Medical Association - believe that the Nickles bill will create a chilling effect on pain care for 
terminally ill patients. Here is what the American Cancer Society says about this bill: 

To: PWJS
From: Senator Ron Wyden r
Re: Nickles legislation overturning physician-assisted suicide / ,/ . /

--------------------------------------- ■

Before you make a decision that has the potential to help or hurt hundreds of thousands of dying 
and suffering Americans every year, please consider the following reasons to refuse to sign the 
Nickles legislation this year.

6/ ///3 .

i /■



Do No Harm

This is how the American Cancer Society answers that question:

White House Inaction Hurts Gore in Oregon

Why would we act precipitously on this matter — and potentially hurt thousands of our 
constituents and loved ones every year -- just to overturn Oregon’s law which has affected no 
more than two dozen terminally ill Oregonians in any given year?

As of earlier this week, Al Gore is slightly down in the state, and Ralph Nader is currently 
polling at between 8-10%. Both Nader and Gov. Bush have come out in support of the Nickles 
legislation. There is a significant opportunity for the White House to stand out on an issue that

I

The Nickles legislation was never reported out of the committee of jurisdiction in the Senate due 
to that committee’s similar concerns about its impact on pain care, nor has the bill ever appeared 
before the full Senate for debate or amendment. It was stuffed into a conference report in the 
dead of night because over 40 Democrats and Republicans were prepared to vote against cloture 
if it came up as a stand-alone bill.

No matter how much you may oppose or feel discomfort with Oregon’s physician-assisted 
suicide law, you should ask yourself whether stopping two dozen terminally-ill Oregonians 
annually from hastening their deaths under a physician’s care ... is worth the risk of subjecting 
our constituents and loved ones to brutal, horrifying, avoidable pain as they face the final hours 
of their lives.

While the physician-assisted suicide ballot measure passed with a 60% vote when it last appeared 
on the ballot in 1997, Oregonians on both sides of the issue are furious about Federal meddling 
in an issue that has traditionally been left to the States. Sen. Gordon Smith, who decided to back 
the Nickles legislation overturning Oregon’s law, informs me that he has seen a precipitous drop 
in his popularity as a result.

Careful analysis of the House-passed measure and a substitute version of the 
Senate bill (sponsored by Senator Orrin Hatch and approved by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee), indicates the provisions related to the ban of federally 
controlled substances for physician-assisted suicide (Title II in the Hatch 
substitute) have serious potential to exacerbate the current problem of under 
treatment of pain. While there are provisions to proactively address pain and 
symptom management, the Society maintains that any benefit from such 
provisions would not outweigh the potential threat nosed by the changes to CSA. 
Furthermore, neither section of the bill comprehensively addresses the needs of 
providers, patients and families for ongoing support and education to counter the 
current problem of under-treatment of pain - a problem that often leads to 
requests for physician-assisted suicide.
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Oregonians feel passionately about.

Unfortunately, prominent stories in the Oregonian (the state’s newspaper of record), quote 
informed sources saying that you are likely to accept the Nickles legislation if it appears in 
another vehicle for which there is agreement between the White House and Congress. If not 
publicly corrected, this quickly spreading perception will become an albatross for Gore in 
Oregon.
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highest espionage agents of Adolph Hitler, was secretly

Prior to Gehlen'S entry into the U.S., however, some

of the Central Intelligeos* Agency (CIA). During one stage

CIA.

I

proposal for a Book on Reinhard Gehlen 
By 

James Forman, Ph.D.

Armed Forces. By agrecmmt with some officials in the U.S. Army Intelligence Corp., Gehlen 

would surrender to the United States in exchange for utilizing his contacts to dismantle the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The U.S., however, had to agree to Gehlen's not being 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, both war time allies of the

authors have stared Will Bill 

was the

Inside the United Sates, Gehlen and his organization joined the Central Intelligence 

Agercy and consolidaied deals to make him the head of the Intelligence apparatus of the Federal 

Reptfclic of Germany, oice the latter was organized. After joining the C1A and returning to 

Europe, the late Allen Billies reportedly gave Gehlen $250,000,000 in cash for his espionage 

activities. Gehlen also Veed to send copies of all the Intelligence reports handled by him to the

In the United Sates today, in Austria, in France, and many other countries there is an 

increasing concern about Nazis and Fascists. While Klaus Barbie was on tnal in France, the U.S. 

Pubic Radio System bu^dcast from Lyons, France data about him, Reinhard Gehlen, and the

captured by Great Britain dr the

U.S.

CIA. During rhe 1987 Uan-Contra hearings, the U.S. media consistently reported new material 

about the negative role of the CIA in Central America and other countries. As of yet, though,

4

fAft MS J ® % frfrtu e « J “I-

Reinhard Gehlen, cue of the 
brought into the United teres nest rhe end of World War H by sections of rhe United Stares

Donovan, rhe head of the Office of Strategic Service (OSS) interviewed him. The OSS 

principal worldwide Inteligence force upon which the U.S. government, under the leadership of 

Franldin Delano Roosev* depended in its fight against the Axis powers. Donovan, a Buffalo, 

New York, Irish, RepubBsaii, is usually credited with being the driving force behind the creation 

of his life, before World War II,

Donovan was in charge <rf the late J. Edgar Hoover, also a RepubUcan, who was the Director of 

the Federal Bureau of Inwstigations for many years.
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Background Data on Gehlen

2

£ !1 1
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Reinhard Gehlca was bom April 3, 1902, and died of cancer, at the age of 77, on June 8,

1979 "in his bouse in Eterg near Starnberg in upper Bavaria," according to an obituary or report

rherv is not yet much dimssion in the U.S. media about the origins of the CIA and Gehlen s 

participarion in its early ftfmation.

Apologists after apologists for Gehlen and the penetration of die Nazis in the U.S. and 

other societies atternpt to justify shielding and working with Gehlen on the theory that the U.S. 

lacked intelligence aboiS the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Gehlen, on the other hand, was 

supposedly knowledgeaKb in this area and utilizing his services would compensate for the U.S. 

disyfran^gw in Intelligsrce about the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. In effect, the 

woridwide fight to rid *e world of Nazism and Fascism, unleashed by Hitler and the Axis 

powers, was cut short bj a few people in U.S. Intelligence and Military circles who perhaps 

wanted to conquer the wOrid for themselves. In order to do this they were willing to utilize the 

services of those who hwi been intimately involved in advancing the war plans of Hitler and the 

Axis powers. Since 19<t people throughout the world have had to live with the cold war, the 

McCarthy period, severe repression, militarism, and fascism in various countries. Many if not 

most of them were unaware of the secret deals between Gehlen, sections of the U.S. Army 

Intelligence and others.

The meaning consequences of sections of the U.S. Intelligence community 

collaborating with Nazi! should not be underestimated. During World War n, millions and 

millicms of people throt^iout the world sacrificed in many ways for the unity of the United 

Nations. They endured Ifardships after hardships in efforts to defeat the Axis powers and to 

build a peaceful world. Many of those people lost relatives, sons and daughters, wives and 

husbands, and other dear ones in the fight against the Nazis and the Fascists. Behind their backs, 

a few U.S. military peopft and others agreed to hide, shield, and protect some of the very top 

peopk against whom the Allied Forces were fighting.
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magazine. Per Spiegel. Gehlen married Herta von Seydlia-

son.

The Per Spiegel
" After October, 1939, he

While still under te command of General Halder, in April. 1942 Gehlen was appointed

Fascist Intelligence orga^arion intact for future service: Gehlen s main cririeism of Hitler was

The major

of this book.

This proposed boek on Reinhard Gehlen, moreover, is expected to have a wide audience.

3

Maior Contribution

contrftiition of this work may be that it could probably be the first book on

Gehlen written by a Uniid Stores citizen that is critical of whom some call the Pean or "doyen 

of Western kHelligence Chiefs." On February 26, 1986, the Unemployment and Poverty Action 

Council (UPAC), a pubfi* interest, non-profit organization of which I am the President, released 

a 19 page bibliography oa Gehlen to the public. This bibliography will be nseful in the writing

became the Adjutant

"In October 1940, Halder delegated the

Branch to him. Gehlen developed new i_

rhat be was inefficient. 1* other words, Gehlen was not 

plans of conquest.

used ao accomplish his objsetives.

on his death by the Gerraen

Kurzbach in 1931. They M 3 daughters and 1

By utilizing translated warerial and documents obtained through the Freedom of Information 

Act, it will also provide ■ much needed public service.

1

head of the Far Armies Bast. This outfit "collected all the important information about the 

warfare on the eastern fn>t." Later, when it was clear to Gehlen that the Allied Forces and the 

United Nations were goWg to defeat Hitler, he began to prepare various supporters to keep a

; command of the 'Eastern Group’ in the Operations 

ideas when they had to prepare Hitler’s plan to artack the

Soviet Union and created Hans for the operations. . ."

fcle said Gehlen marched info Poland in 1939 as the "First Operations

Offices of the Army’s Ge«ral Staff of the 213“ Infantry Division.

of tI».Chief of the German Army's General Staff. Colonel-General Halder.

critical of Hitler's ideology and world

Raltm, he felt that Adolph Hitler was simply inefficient in the methods he
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iarv Chapter Outline

3. The Gennan General SMff, Gehlen and Adolph Hitler

, Similarities and differences12. Contemporary theoriatof racial purity and race war ideology

with those of Hitler aaf Gehlen.

My projection is that it

$72,000Research Assista^e: $36,000 per year for two years

$ 7,000
Computer System

$15.ooQOperational: supflies, telephone, travel, photocopying, etc.

$94,000
Total:

houM make their checks

4

J

CPTi.iul

My projection i» that it wiU take two years and a minimum budg« of $94,000 to 

complete this book. Folfcwing is a breakdown of that figure:

8. Gehlen surren^ts to the U.S.

9. Gdilen joins the CIA. Returns to West Germany

10. Gdilen and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO

11. Gdilen exposed for Wism in West Germany

?. i

4. Hhkr’s financial backm

5. The Axis powers seek ^orld conquest

6. Geklen and the Nazi w< machine

7. The U.S. and its allies to war against the Axis powers

please make yow check or money order payable to Che Unemployment and Poverty 

Actum Council (UPAQ and forward it to: UPAC, P.O. Box 21097, Washington, DC 20009. 

Thom donors who wouH.prefer to donate to a tax exempt organizarion si

Introduction

1 Belkfs in racial purity aid race war ideology before Hitler

2. Mem Kempf or Hitler'steUefs
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to obtain a Master's Deflee in African and Afro-American 

(June, 1980) and a Doctor

Afriira from 1967 to ,969-1 have been

rasearahmg the life of Regard Gehlen since 1975. Dunng that time.

i Affairs from Cornell univcrauy

of Philosophy Degree from the Union of Experimental Colleges and

Univessities (March 1982k The latter degree was also c—..

Instmae of Policy Studies in Washington, D.C.
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1 he Friends of Dick Riley

THE EDUCATIONAL BALL

A CELEBRATION AND THANK YOU

1

I

J

f

1

The Corcoran Gallery of Art

1 7th Street and New York Avenue, NW 

Washington, District of Columbia

Monday, the fifteenth of January 

Two thousand and one 

eight o’clock until midnight

r Cocktail

Attire

Tickets 

$75 per person

Tickets must be purchase d by January 9, 2001

Please bring a children’s book to be donated- 

in honor of AMERICA READS


