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The Senator gets tribute, appropriately so

HEYRE goin% to pay tribute to
the honorable Lloyd M. Bent-
sen Jr. Friday.

Good.

The Children’s Defense Fund could
not have chosen a better person to
honor than the former senator from
Texas and onetime
secretary of the
Treasury.

He is a splendid

on who also
as been an out-
standing public ser-
vant. Indeed, the
Senator, with a
capital S, as he
ever will remain in
a lot of minds, is
the antithesis of all

the awful things Jane
many use in speak- E
ing of politicians

and officeholders.

It used to be the most popular
words used to describe Bentsen were
“cool” and “patrician,” fair terms for
his distant appearance.

But, to quote my ragtag self from a
decades-old piece on the Senator, he is
more, much more than that.

“Lloyd Bentsen is the ultimate re-
finement of the stereotypical Texan.

“He is tall and handsome and soft-
spoken — with a genuinely sexy voice.

“He is terrifically reserved with that
refreshing self-abasing sense of hurnor
so common to his generation of Tex-
ans with ties to the land.

“He is successful, he is wealthy, he
is reasonably happy.

“He is polite — courtly actually —
and competent and deliberate and
tough. Very tough.”

I long have told people the Senator
is the only person I've ever known
who could break arms over the tele-
phone. That is a remarkable political
skill, one that paid off about a jillion
times for the people Bentsen was serv-

ing — be they Texans during his
three-plus tecms as their Democratic
senator or Americans, and most of the
rest of the world, during his stint as
secretary of the Treasury in Bill Clin-
ton’s initial Cabinet.

Indeed, Bentsen is one of those
known as the rarest of the rare. He
won election to the Senate as a con-
servative Democrat — defeating, by
the '‘way, a liberal Dem incumbent and,
then, Republican George Bush, the
one who's been president. During his
career, he succeeded in pretty well
pleasing folk of all political ilks.

Bentsen is a fiercely independent
guy and enormously iscipli -
a combination that gives him the up-
per hand in all his many dealings.
When you combine those traits with
his dlelightful sense of whimsy, you can
understand how he managed to marry
the absolute love of his life.

He: adores his wife — to the extent
he took flight training during World
War II so he could stay in the states
to court the beautiful Conover model
in New York, BA. Longino of Lufkin.

So, the Senator became a much-
decorated pilot and a very hgfgﬂy
married man. An indication ow
much he adores her is the amount of
time he cheerfully has spent waiting
for her during their marriage.

Other than his wife, Lloyd Bentsen
does not like to wait for much of any-
thing. Obviously, he’s a pretty driven
fellows and hanging loose or sitting un-
occupied hardly are his favorite Lhﬁs
to do. In fact, more than one politi
reporter was called upon by his Hous-
ton staff to senator-sit when he was
home: during congressional recesses.

1t is not true to say the Senator does
not suffer fools gladly. He'll spend
eternities explaining the obvious to
someone having trouble getting it. He's
been know to let inexpenenced report-
ers capture him for political eons as
they ask some dumb questions
and start recorded interviews over sev-

eral times. He, hawever, is not at all
inclined to indulge anyone he thinks
should know better.

It is fair to say that rarely, if ever, is
he as hard on others as he is on him-
self. The Senator hates to make mis-
takes. And he absolutely cannot stand
for someone to try to push him on a
subject he’s not convinced is one about
which he knows all he needs to know,

He is a great good sport though. You
can jive him hard, and usually he'll
give back as good — or bad — as he
gets. Of course, sometimes he’ll just
barely smile and kinda look down at
you, and you'll know right away how
very appropriate it would be for you to
shut up. Now.

Not long ago, the Senator had a
stroke. At the moment, he’s ridi
around in a wheel chair. It
makes him madder than hell that he
can’t get up and go the way he’s al-
ways done. But, it’s OK. He’ll soon
have fi out the best way to use
that vehicle, and, then, God help any-
one who dares stand in his way.

It simply is impossible to think of
him not responding to a challenge. For
one thing, he really does not like to
lose. And, he very seldom has.

Look at it this way: Have you ever
heard of an organization as good and
worthwhile as the Children’s Defense
Fund honoring a loser?

Lloyd Bentsen hardly needs the cer-

tification, but he’s got it anyway.
They’re honoring the Senator Friday.

And that’s good. It's good because he

is — good at about everything he has
ied. ar likel i1l brv. s hand

Ely is a Houston Chronicle columnist.
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(jane.ely@chron.com)
Bible verse
Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Matthew 7:16
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