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Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 03, 1996

He added with a smile: "I said, 'You have a hell of a way of paying it back.'

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Copyright 1994 Palm Beach Newspaper, Inc.
The Palm Beach Post

Decémber 18, 1994, Sunday, FINAL EDITION
SECTION: ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT, Pg. 8J
LENGTH: 670 words
HEADLINE: ASHMORE'S 'MEMOIR OF RACE' HITS RIGHT TONE
BYLINE: TOM BLACKBURN

BODY:

CIVIL RIGHTS AND WRONGS: A Memoir of Race and Politics, 1944-1994 by Harry S.
Ashmore. Pantheon; 441 pages; $ 25.

Harry S. Ashmore has earned the right to be prescriptive about race relations
in America, but despite a title that promises to sort out highways from blind
alleys, his latest book is almost totally descriptive.

Maybe you can take the reporter away from the city desk - Ashmore has been a
thinker at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions in Santa Barbara,
Calif., for 30 years - but you can't take the who, what, when, where, why and
how out of the reporter.

Ashmore, a South Carolinan, became editor of the Arkansas Gazette in time to
couEE:Zﬁiikhockdomné:ﬁﬁ:hﬁg,bell wheR Gov. Orval Faubus closed the LiEtTe—Rock
schools and took on a reluctant Pre51deﬁt Eisenhower over desegregation. He was
one of the hardy few southern edltors who preached that the South could still be
‘the South without segregatlon "and that it would bé a BéEter without the lies,

political buffoonery and bullying it took to preserve segregation.

That preaching didn't always reform the local congregation, but it won
Ashmore a national reputation that grew with the publication in 1957 of an
Epitaph for Dixie. In that book he explained how progressive government and
native civility could clear the way to full citizenship for everyone.

Civil Rights and Wrongs describes how Dixie was resurrected by the Republican
Party's southern strategy and how the friends and enemies of integration twisted
a simple moral issue into complex social pathology we'll be working ourselves
through for a long time.

Ashmore writes history from the top down, as you might expect from someone {
who has advised candidates, governors and presidents. Nearly every chapter title |
contains a president's name. 4

He lets you know which side he was on, usually the Democratic
establishment's, although some of his freshest insight comes from Jesse

Jackson's entourage. The chapter slugs tell you where he's going: ''Pinnacle:
Johnson and the Great Society'' and '‘'Dead End: Triumph of a Great
Communicator'' (Reagan) . -
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The top-down approach misses much that went on at churches, social welfare
agencies, police stations, classrooms and in the streets. But the general
trajectory seems right - from the stirrings in the aftermath of a war fought in
the name of the four freedoms, through years of progress, the fragmenting of

society and realignment of the parties, and then mass retirement from making the
effort.

''There had never been a time when there was more talk about racism, and, it
seemed to me, less understanding of its causes and effects,'' he writes of the
turn of the decade. ''In the 1980s a majority of white Americans had been
persuaded that racial prejudice was no longer a deterrent to progress for the
black minority. Once that notion became part of the conventional wisdom, those
who opposed measures offered in the name of civil rights could claim immunity
from any suggestions of bigotry.'’

Ashmore never stops to do what a reader wants him to, that is to verbally
wring a desexving neck. His southern upbringing lets him allow for misjudgments
but keeps him from mentioning MalEvotence=ur unbrildIdg Stopidtty =

He also, at age 78, stays hopeful despite all he's seen. He sees
opportunities for the Arkansan who is president now. At the same time, he is too

e i it
mich_Fhe reporter to miss the dangers. ~——— .

''The task of redemption remained unfinished,'' he writes at the end.

When Lyndon Johnson was elected in 1964, Ashmore observes, 62 percent of the
people believed the central government could be trusted to do what's right; 30
years later, 26 percent held that view.

It's not only that so few believe government will do right, it's that so many
don't expect it to make much difference at all. Civil Rights and Wrongs will
introduce those who missed it to a period of great social changes. And for

everyone, it shows how much influence, good and bad, the federal government had
on that change.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO (B&W), Harry S. Ashmore (mug)
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Copyright 1994 The New York Times Company
The New York Times

May 22, 1994, Sunday, Late Edition - Final
SECTION: Section 7; Page 14; Column 1; Book Review Desk
LENGTH: 1214 words
HEADLINE: There Was Such a Thing as Justice

BYLINE: By Harry S. Ashmore; ﬁarry S. Ashmore's latest book is "Civil Rights
and Wrongs: A Memoir of Race and Politics 1944-1994."

BODY :

CRUSADERS IN THE COURTS

How a Dedicated Band of Lawyers

Fought for the Civil Rights Revolution.
By Jack Greenberg.

Illustrated. 634 pp. New York:

Basic Books. $30.

IN 1982, when Jack Greenberg, then chief counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, arrived at Harvard Law School as a visiting professor, he
was greeted by a picket line of black students protesting that no white man was
qualified to teach a course on civil rights law.

The attempt to invoke an egregious standard of race-conscious political
correctness provides a poignant reminder of how racial issues have been recast
since 1949, when a fledgling, Jewish lawyer was hired by Thurgood Marshall to
join the four black Legal Defense Fund attorneys engaged in chipping away at the
body of Jim Crow law that consigned the great majority of blacks to second-class
citizenship. The fund had been created nine years earlier by the N.A.A.C.P. as a
tax-exempt organization.

Mr. Greenberg does not dwell on the Harvard incident in his memoir,
"Crusaders in the Courts," nor does he need to, since irony is implicit in his
account of the legal crusade that changed the contours of the nation's race
relations. The batting average he established while arguing more than 40 key
cases of racial discrimination before the United States Supreme Court guarantees
his place on any list of those qualified to teach civil rights law -- as he has
done at Columbia, first from 1984, the year of his retirement from the Legal
Defense Fund, to 1989, and again from 1993 to the present. (In the intervening
years he was dean of Columbia College.)

When Mr. Greenberg joined the crusade, Thurgood Marshall was still engaged in
the flank attack on Jim Crow initiated in the 1930's by his mentor, Charles
Houston, the vice dean of Howard Law School. The strategy was to avoid a direct
challenge to the racial segregation that prevailed in American society. The
Legal Defense Fund team, with the advice and counsel of legal scholars of both
races, was proceeding case by case with litigation designed to undermine Plessy
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v. Ferguson, the 1896 Supreme Court decision that provided legal sanction for
discriminatory state action.

Constitutional amendments enacted after the Civil War to guarantee full
citizenship for former slaves wére intended to insure their civil and political
rights. But in the former Confederate and border states where the great majority
of blacks still lived, the slaves' descendants were effectively disfranchised
and left powerless to protest the injustice inherent in state-mandated
segregation. The Court had approved enforced separation of the races on the
premise that equal public institutions and processes would be provided for the
minority. Separate they certainly were, equal they obviously were not.

The cases brought by the Legal Defense Fund built up a body of evidence that
compelled judicial consideration of desegregation to correct the gross
disparities that had resulted from failure to enforce the equalization
requirement. By 1951, success in prying open professional and graduate schools
led Marshall to undertake a head-on assault on the dual educational system as a
whole.

On May 17, 1954, a unanimous Supreme Court handed down Brown v. Board of
Education, the landmark decision that declared segregated education
unconstitutional, and opened the way for application of the new precedent in all
areas of state-sanctioned discrimination. Now a new generation of leaders
emerged from the pulpits of Southern black churches, with the weight of the
Federal Government on their side, to take the civil rights crusade outside the
orderly confines of the courtroom.

Mr. Greenberg, in charge of the Legal Defense Fund after Marshall ascended to
the Federal bench in 1961, found himself supporting new clients like Martin
Luther King Jr.'s Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and even the Black Panthers. The
demonstrators, he writes, "made demands of society and when these demands went
unmet, they invented and carried out forms of protest without much regard to
whether or not their actions were defensible within the current state of the
law, often conducting themselves in ways the law had never before addressed."

As the movement spread to the great cities outside the South, there was a
widening split between integrationists committed to the nonviolent tactics
espoused by Martin Luther King Jr. and separatists who responded to the militant
rhetoric of Malcolm X and his successors. By the 1980's, Mr. Greenberg writes,
the political reaction to three "long hot summers" of ghetto violence had halted
progress toward a solution of the problems still faced by the poverty-stricken
black underclass.

In the last decade of his 23-year tenure as head of the Legal Defense Fund,
from 1974 to 1984, Mr. Greenberg and his team were engaged in a rear-guard
action to prevent the overturn of laws and court rulings that had finally
outlawed all forms of discrimination based on race, sex, cultural identity or
sexual preference.

His account of the internal effects of the shifting currents of public
opinion on the interracial N.A.A.C.P. and Legal Defense Fund is a valuable
contribution to an understanding of the emotional gridlock produced by popular
reaction to issues of race. It is also the hitherto untold inside story of a
loose-jointed organization that enlisted the services of some of the most

o
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Juaca Beatnz Gutidrrez is an imumigrant who, at the age of rwenty, moved
to tee Ucited States from Zacatecas, Mezxico in 1532, [a 1536, Juana
camed Ricardo Gutiér=z who was serving ia the ULS. Madaes.

Ivazna aad Ricardo Gutigrme: mised a family of aine childrza in the Boyle

Heigbts sectioa of the barmio of East Los Angeles. All of the Gutidrrez
childreo went on to college aftar graduation from high school with several

earzing advanced peofessionul degrzes: sevzrul Gutidrraz children work
in SOCUTUSIIY SErviCs OfdANUIIGSIS and Al Are favolved = ihe favse of

socumunity-improvement, Juana and Ricardo Cutiérrer have (22
azdeidesa, ages eight menails 1o 14 yaars

Juana Gutiérrez views the childeen of her commuaity as extended fanuly
Desbers, azd Bas always Tegp astive in proect 0 improve her
commusity. Tor more tSan 3R vears, Juana Nas meen a leader. 1
aegunizer. nd 1 worker in ccuntlsss community betizrment programs, particulariy (hose of the Saew Isabel Raman Cadholic

Panasn. Comunuaily servicz 1a the Guticrre: Rousshold has zbwuaws beea 1 (umuly affaie, with husband Ricards and childeen

supgortiny Juzna's eftorts,

(n 1553, Califomia Stute Assemblvwoman Cloria Molirg ssked.juana wnd severul of her closest faeads to 3 meeting on state
{1ns (D zoastct 3 Rew prison an Exar Los Angslss. Angey that the proposed Eust Los Anysles jail was surrounded by
chools acd that the Eust Los Anygeles &Jm.:-mumn/ alezsdy howused thezs- qu_r'-'s of the state’s penal population. Jusna aad
Rer fnends vowed to fight the Jovemor's plan.

)

Thaac 15835 meeting gave rise (o the creation of an organizztion and a2 movement -- Madres del Esie de Los Angeles, Mothers
of Zast Los Aageles. Not eccnomically mch - but culiureally wealthy. act politically powzrful - but sociaily coascious, not

monstrzam educatsd - but armed with the Rrowledge, comumitmant and determinatica that only 3 mocher can possess. Lar

Mcsres ocganized the largest community mooilizaticn in East Los Aageles siace (he anti-Vietnam Wir movement.

In mobilizing the East Las angeles comununity. Juanz and the co-founders of Las Madres used the community's churches
and civic organizations to disseminats information and organize community members. Weekly caadlelight vigils wich
attendancs icto the tkousands ':sroug"-c increased media attention o the prison-sitz controversy. and 1dditional supcort foc their
cause. On seveml oczasions, Las Madres organized bus caravans (0 Sscramento 1o lobby state Senaiors 333:ase the pasen

cocstructioa plan.

Usiag boch public protest and the process of law, Las Madres defeated the California prison plan. Las Madres has also been
successful in subsequent bactles to defend the commuaity of East Los Aagzles. [n 1987, Las Madres played an integral role
iz stopping e coascructicn of a municipal waste incinerator in the community. [a 1987, Lar Madres helped to defeut
placced coanstruction of an oil pipeline i Sast Los Angsles. In 1938 2nd 1989 Lar Madre: blocked the construction of toxic
waste incimerators and treatmeat plans in the deasely populated East Los Angeles communities.

Iz addition w defending the childrea and families of East Los Angeles from these environmenial atiacks, Las Madres operates
programs o better the lives of East Los Angeles residents. Las Madres operates 1 Child Imununization Project. a Scholarship
Fund. wnd 3 Community Youth Graffiti Abatement Project.

More than aay oce project or political victory. Las Meadres demonstrates the powerful cole mothers play in the protection
and development of their commwunities and how our children benefic from their activism and leadership. The childrea of Easc
Los Angeles have a brighter future because of Las Madres.

[a recognition of her successful efforts to organize the mothers of East Los Axgeles for the defense and bettermeant of their
commuaify, the Natioaal Associatioa for Bilizgual Education is proud to recognize Juara Beatdz Gutidmez as its 1994
Citizea of e Year.
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JUANA BEATRIZ GUTIERREZ
. 924 SOUTH MOTT STREET
PERSONAL LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90023
~ z ‘,.,;f“ ; (213) 263-8191
Married to Ricardo Jesus Gutiénez for 38 years. _//Q"- /.U o5
Nine children, ages 21 to 36. . oL e 2oy
Ten grandchildren, ages 8 months to 14 years. $ % ,_f: 2
/ -

~-

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
1961 TO PRESENT: Actve involvement in the Santa Isabel Parish.

1993: Suppornt of the renaming of Broolyn Avenue to Avenida Cesar Chavez
. Organized communirty awareness of the expansion of ncighboring paint manufacturing facility

1991: Fight against Chen Clear, Vernon Pacilicy

Mernher AQMD Ethnic Council

Yolunteer Gloria Molina for Supervisor Capimaign
Support of Kettleman City fight against toxic incinerator
Eastside Econotnic Development Council

1990: Member Community & Labor Strategy Watchdog
Charter Mcmber for Southwest Orgunizing Committee

1989: Suppor for the People of Casmalix Against Toxic Dump
1988: Charer Member CCAT (California Communities Against Toxins)

1987: Organizer of the Boyle Heights Action Council to hire a full-time recreation director for
&c Boyle heights Recreadon Center
Membucr of the Coalition Against the Pipeline
Member of the Conununity Againsr the Lancer Projecr, a proposed toxic wasre incinerutor

198G6/1987: Volunteer for City Council campaign of Gloria Molina

1986: Member Coaliticn Against Incinerator in Vermon
Organizer with Jobs With Peace campaign for Proposition V.

1985: Organized Neighborhood Watch programs for Dolores Mission area residents and Grande Vista Street residents.

1984-1986: Member of parents group organized to stop the Los Angeles Archdiocesc from the sale of
Cathedral High School.

1983-1984: Involved in Whitier Boulevard Rehubilitation Program to beautify the businesy district.

AWARDS

1993: Mexican Mother of the Year
Certificate of Appreciation for Environmental Justice,
El Pueblo People for Clean Air & Water, Keutleman City, CA
" Crystal Eagle Award, CORO Foundation

1992: Pope John Paul I Benemereti Award

SGTH Assembly Resolution
California Water Resources Recognition
California Warer Policy Conference

1991: Catholic Charities San Gabriel Region Resoluton
1989: Boyle Heights Sports Center Appreciation Award
1988: Woman of the Year, California State Legisiature

1987: Democrat of the Year, S6TH Assembly District
S6Th Assembly Resolution

1985-1986: Santa Isabel Sport Program Recognirion
198S: Santa Isabel School PTA Award, dedication and service for 24 years
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MELASI HISTORY
Madres del Este de Los Angeles (MELASI) , also known as Mothers of East Los
Angeles - Santa Isabel, organized on May 24. 1984 with the sole purpose of
fighting the construction of a2 proposed state prison in the East Los Angeles
neighborhood of Boyle Heights. Through grassroots efforts they were able to
inform, gather for protest and organize over 10,000 residents to defeat this
project. After defeating the state. and having a Bill passed. declaring that no
state prisons could be built in Los Angeles County, MELA-S] continued to fight
all injustices throughout their community. In the 1987 Lancer project, MELA-
SI played an integral role in stopping a municipal waste incinerator. In 1887
an otl pipeline was a great struggle for MELA-SI. They joined a city-wide
coalition in order to fight the building of an oil pipeline that would have gone
three feet under a Junior High School in East Los Angeles. This project was
sponsored by powerful and wealthy companies, yet, the community joined
together to stand up for its safety. In 1988. MELA-SI threatened to sue the
City of Vernon, and California Thermal Treatment Systems (a Garden Grove
based corporation) when the threat of another toxic incinerator emerged.
MELA-SI once again, would not tolerate the exploitation and abuse of the
community. It would also not allow the use of the people in the community to
be used as guinea pigs, and once again. they clalmed victory. In 1989, the
Chem-Clear Plant project brought MELA-SI. and Huntington High School
students together to stop a toxdc plant that would treat 60,000 gallons of
cyanide, and other hazardous chemicals. across the street from one of the
largest high schools in the Los Angeles Unified School District. MELA-SI has
fought many other battles, including the Casmalia Dump Site in Northern
California, the toxc incinerator in Kettleman City, California, and malathion

spraying.

Without the unity of the community, all of these victories could never have
been accomplished. MELA-SI continues to promote this unity through their
various programs and special events. The Water Conservation Program was a
new and innovative program that was sponsored by the Department of Water
and Power, Metropolitan Water District. and Central Water Basin. MELA-SI
gave free Ultra Low Flush Toilets to DWP and CB customers in order to save -
momney and water. The toilets only use 1.6 gallons of water per flush, saving up
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to 5.000 gallons of water per year. The old. water guzzling toilets were brought
back to MELA-SI for recycling. and the money generated from the recycled
toilets was then used to fund other programs. These other programs include,
the Lead Poison Awareness Program. MELA-SI employed local High School
students to go door to door and educate the community of the dangers of lead
poison in the home. Community members were then referred to local county
health clinics in order to get their children tested. The Scholarship Program
gives continuing students scholarships ranging from $300.00 to $1.000.00. so
that they may pursue a higher education. In the last four years MELA-SI] has
given over $100,000.00 to over 200 students. The Graffiti Abatement Program
is internationally known for the pride and effort that hired local students take
in keeping the community clean. MELA-SI is also proud to have an active role
in the development of self-esteem and education in youth. The Mono Lake
Committee and MELA-SI sponsors yearly visits to Mono Lake so that local
youth may be exposed to areas outside of the city. and into areas of natural
wildlife and at the same time learn about the importance of water
conservation. MELA-S! is also a member of the Mentor Task Force in the
Building a Healthier Community Program at White Memorial Medical Center in
Los Angcles and is a strong source in getting students to visit the Healthy
Start Clinic at Roosevelt High School. Through the Mentor Task Force we have
aiso been able to have students participate in the Shadow Program. Giving
students exposure to new and interesting career opportunities in the medical.
media, law enforcement , and more.

Starting October 1,1997 we also have the Eastside Community Garden &
Educational Center Project with the help of a Urban Resource Partnership
Grant. With this project we will be working with five local elementary schools.
threec community organizations and involving the residents to become mentors
to these students and working hand-in-hand in the garden. Through a grant
from EPA we wil] also start {n October ‘97 our Lecad Poison Educational
Program and will be going into classrooms and attending PTA and Town

‘meetings to educate the public on Lead Potson in Children.
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Updates:
Juana now has 17 grandchildren and two on the way. (ages range from 19 years to five months)

Current projects that MELASI is now working on are:

Lead Pojson Awareness Project: going to schools and businesses to inform students and aduits of the

dangers of Lead Poison in children and train them how to properly do lead testing in the home,

Youth T ention Program; training youth to do peer education on the dangers of tobacco usc
and to do merchant education onthenew Federal Regulations preventing the selling of tobacco produets to
minors. Also conducling a billboard advertisement survey within 7 different communities.

The L. A KICK Asthma Proiect, This pilot program in pantnership wath the American Lung Association of

So.Cal. will include the Huff & PufF and the Open Airways programs in nine schools within the Wilson
Cluster of LAUSD. There will also be outreach and education to all parents and community members.

stside Communi ional Center; This program was made possible through a URP grant
and includes designing and implememaution of a community garden planted and taken care of solely by
students from the neighboring schools. Workshops for students and parents include woodshop projects
(bird feeders, wooden Christmas yard decorarions, mail boxex, gasdea boxes, ect.), Conservation training,
community cleanup efforts and more. '
L
And continuing grassroots outreach and community empowerment.



