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A most superior candidate for the Presidential Medal of Freedom:
Her name is Florence Mahoney. This year she will turn 100.

She and the late Mary Lasker were the major force behind the
build-up and ascending prominence of the National Institutes of
Health during the administration of President Harry Truman, and
subsequent administrations. Mrs. Mahoney’s elegant, antique-
filled home on Prospect Street, just across from the Georgetown
University campus, became the ‘headquarters for one of America’s
most unusual lobbying operations, with the unpaid firm of
“Mahoney and Lasker” as its chief protagonists. She and Mrs.
Lasker badgered Mr. Truman, until he is alleged to have said:
“The only way to keep these ladies out of my office was to get the
NIH off the ground.”

In the time of the Truman Administration, as a direct result of
Mahoney and Lasker’s tenacious efforts not only with President
Truman, but with members of Congress as well, the following took
place:

1. The National Mental Health Act was passed.

2. The National Heart Act was passed, and the National
Heart Institute came into being.

3. A significant name change took place: The National

Institute of Health became the National Institutes of

Health.

The National Institute of Dental Research was established.

Construction of the Clinical Center was begun.

Land was purchased to expand the facilities of the NIH.

The National [nstitute of Mental Health became a reality.

O T
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8. 8. The National Institute of Neurological Diseases and
Blindness and the National Institute of Arthritis and
Metabolic Diseases were established.

In the 1970s, Mrs. Lasker gave most of her attention to
expanding the war on cancer. Mrs. Mahoney devoted herself to
two of her passionate causes, one, the creation of a National
Institute on Aging, finally achieved in 1974 and, two, the pursuit of
her fundamental conviction that basic biological research needed
as much attention as more targeted efforts to discover cures for
specific diseases — which, of course, required additional funding, to
which she directed her tireless labors.

Mrs. Mahoney is universally regarded as the ‘godmother’ of
the National Institute on Aging, and in honor of her work, the
Institute established the Florence Mahoney Lecture on Aging
which entices the most eminent and influential doctors in that field.
Mrs. Mahoney is an honorary member of numerous medical and
scientific professional societies. She is a personal friend of more
biomedical scientists than most of the doctors In that arcna..

She was a close and devoted friend of Presidents Truman,
Kennedy, Johnson, and Carter. For each of them she was a
persistent lunar force, appealing to each President for more and
more support for NIH. Her political and scientific allies included
Senators Lister Hill, Warren Magnuson, Pepper and Hollings,
along with John Gardner, Carl Menninger, Jonas Salk, Bob Butler
and countless others.

At she nears 100, what happier and more relevant choice can
President Clinton make than awarding the highest laurel a civilian
citizen of this nation can receive to Florence Mahoney, as she
nears her 100" birthday. And what a rostrum she gives to the
President as he cites and honors this amazing woman who for over
60 years has been fighting for the same cause as President Clinton,
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the legacy of health care and research to benefit not merely those
now living in this free and Joving land, but for generations of
Americans yet unborn,

One day, it is to be devoutly wished, millions of these
citizens will salute President Clinton for his indispensable
determination to lessen the blight of disease and increase the
spread of health care during his time of power. Perhaps the award
of the Presidential Medal of Freedom will also illuminate long-
delayed public recognition for a lone woman, who without public
status or public power, did so much for so many who never knew
her name.
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Peewaies ot egiechun, Prosetvatan and Manggement
L2 Cuttedl and NaLlurdl Paeky and Reserves
Through Research and Tduiation

10 June 1996

The Presldent of The Unlted States of America
The White Mouse
Washington, D.C. 20500

.. Through; Mr. James Dorskind =~
Special Assustant to The Presudent

i+ 7  Dear Mr. President:

It is my honor to submit to you the Nomination of Mr. George B. Hartzog,
Jr., former Director of the. National Park Service, to receive The Medal of
Freedom—or other appropriate. Presidential award.

Mr. Hanzog's exemplary career in the National Park Service, and his
actlvities since, are noted in the enclosed Nomination and Letters of
- Suppon

i '.~--Respectfully submitted with m‘y éppreciation for your consideration.

“8ingerly,.

“Robert M, Linn
. Executive Director

: Execuive Oflice
. PO Box 85 » Hancock, Michigan 49930-0065 » USA - 906-487-8722 - tax 906-487-9405
e-mall: gwo@mall.portup.curn
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G Rk Nomination of -
George B. Hartzog, Jr.
" To Receive
The Medal of Freedom or Other Appropriate Presidential Award

He gréW‘ up poor on a dirt farm in'the lowcountry of South Carolina during th?.Great.
" Depression. His grandfather had tilled the same land and here he learned to "plow a

muie® at an early age. ! .
...,..‘_._:,_-.:1“.:)_‘- L R8I0

i :ln'a‘:*‘one room schoolhouse the teacher's son. George, and his cousin 00qsti’3uted the
first grade. “Poverty,” he has said, “clung to us like a sweat-soaked shirt,” but his

parents held up to him the challenge to “be somebody.”

rorced to drop out of high school to help support his family, he pumped gas in the
daytime and worked as a night clerk in a hotel. With support from a family friend he
was able to return and graduate; and entered Woford College through the genercsity
of a group of local businessmen. The money ran out at the end of the first semester
and he returned home. Shorthand and typing learned in high school enabled him to
serve as a secretary in a law firm. At that time it was possible in South Carolina 10
“read law" rather than attend law school. Passing the bar examination, on his third try,
he joined the law tirm in 1942. :

He served as an officer in the Military Police during World War Il, and after his
discharge sought employment in Washington. The National Park Service was
intrigued by his résumé, gave him an interview, and offered him a job as an attorney.

. 8oon efter entering on duty he was asked to write a law enforcement manual, which
invoived meeting with chief rangers from many of the national parks. At twenty-six he
was far younger than any of them. They were, he said, “individualistic, tough. self-
reliant men bound to & common ccde of service above self. Their camaraderie was
spontaneous and catching.” By the end of the assignment, “| had tound my career.”

“After two-years he was promoted to assistant chief of the concessions division.
Meanwhite he'd enrolled in the night program at American Universily, earning his
bachelor's degree. He lacked only one course for a masters' degree in business
adminlistration when, in 1955, he took advantage of an opportunily to get field
experiencs. v sy <

““Regarded as a “"comer,” with a courtly Southern charm that didn't quite conceal an
- urgency to get on with the job, he served as assistant superintendent at Rocky
Mountain and Great Smoky Mountains national parks. Those who studied such
‘moves, which is to say most of the work force, surmised it was part of HMantzog's career
plan, and that he would return to Washington 10 a higher positicn, maybe the highest.

More senior Park Service administrators declined the opportunity t0 supervise
construction Of the Gateway Arch in St. Louis. He accepted the devilisiily complicaled
task, one thal required tne cocperation of more than thirty federal, state, municipai, and
private entities. :
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~ *" Secretary of the Iinterior Stewart Udall met Hartzog for the first time In St. Louis when
he came to inspect a proposed national park in the Ozark country of Missouri. Hartzog,
the nearest superintendent to the proposal, had been given responsibiiity for
- developing local support. “Indelible Impressions of a man named George Hartzog
were embedded in my mind,” Udall said later of their Ozark trip. “Me shrewdly
analyzed the controversies around the project, he offered insights about Ozark
folkways-—and he even ventured to tell me how | should ‘play my cards’ to disarm the

. anti-biases of the ‘hillbillies’ who lived along these rivers."

- Oftered a much higher paying job by the business leadership of the City of St. Louis to
guide development of the downtown. and told by the director he would have to climb
every rung of the bureaucratic ladder to get ahead in the Park Service. Hartzog

" reluctantly resigned. “| asked him if he would come back and if he thcught being
director was enough of a future,” dall asked him a year later when the director relired.
“He said, ‘Mr. Secretary, | surely do." There was “a twinge of anguish among the old
quard,” Udall said, “But | wanted a new dynamism."

" The author of the standard book on the Park Service, who worked with Hartzog, has
described the experience. "George ook charge of an agency as well liked as any in
government, admired for ils high morale, its accomplishments, and its idealism. Under
him it became less predictable and more inventive. Never one to fcllow standard

. operating procedures, he threw out all the manuals prescribing uniform approaches to
problerm solving (including the one he had written eighteen years earlier). Quite
tamillar with the rules of good management. ke knew instinctively they didnt appiy {0
him. He had a low threshold for underachievers, and if you didn’t come early and slay

~ late he assumed you didn't like your job." :

Udall and Hartzog formed.a stunningly successful parnership. Udall became the

national voice of the conservation movement, articulate and inspiring. Recognizing

that Hartzog “enjoyed entering political thickets, and he had the self confidence and

skill to be his own lobbyist,” Udall gave him the awesome task of presenting and
~ defending the Park Service legislative program in the Congress.

- Other directors have been canny politicians. Hartzog was uncanny, for he knew the
ways of Washington and was & consummate negotiator. Writer Wallace Stegner, who
served as chairman of the Secretary of the Interior's National Park Advisory Goard, pul
it this way: "George Hartzog proved himself one of the toughest, savviest, and most
effective bureau chiefs who ever operated in that poliiical alligator-hole.”

Udall and Hartzog recognized the need tor other than the traditional kinds of parks:
national lakeshores In the Great Lakes regicn; Wolf Trap Farm Park, the first national
-park for the performing arts; Qateway and Golden Gate national recreation areas in
New York and San Francisco, the first of the urban parks; Appaiachian Trail, the first of
the national scenic trails; and the one they had visited together (and gonc Skinny-
dipping in), Ozark Natianai Qroenin Bive=ca; ~ st e ' '

I
In

" During the nine years Hartzog served as director, from the beginning of 1964 through
1Q792 in?y.ninn now r\arltc worae actahlichad, ag mMany a§ wers Pe99d 19 the f"lahﬁnﬁf
Park System In the first sixty years after Yeilowstone. A park systemlknown chiefly for

lts Western landscapes had been transformed into one more diverse and more
accessible, making the national parklands a part of the lives of Americans who may

" naver see Yellowstone or Yosemita. Mis fincarorints wore an averv nna of tha hille
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passed by Congress.

When the 1971 Alaska Native Claums Settlement Acl was introduced, Harizog
persuaded Alan Bible, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on National Farks, to
visit Alaska with him and view the areas worthy of national park designation. Bible was
overwhelmed and asked Hanzog 1o draft language for insertion in the bill. The famous
Section 17(d)(2). the "Bible amendment,” proviced that eighty million acres of nationai
interest lands should be set aside. Uitimately, in the 1980 Alaska Nationai Interest
Lands and Conservation Act, this provision was used {0 more than doubie the aCfeage
. ;of the National Park System. :

" AS Dlrector he refreshed the outiook of a tradition- -loving organnzatnon W|th 8 constant
stream of fresh ideas. Equally impontant, he devised strategies to make them work. In
its first year his “Summer In The Parks” program introduced 300,000 Wastingion inner
city youngsters to out-of-docrs cpportunities. The success of this program encouraged
numerous other cities 10 adop! like schemes to make better use of their parks.

"Offermg an opportunity for citizens to participate, the Volunteers in Parks proposal,
enactad by Congress, provided incidental expenses for a thcusand VIPs the first year.
In 1985 they numbered more than 70,000, or two hundred heipers for every park in the
system. In a time of tight budgets, the ViPs have become essential.

He led the effort to obtain Congressional approval of the National Park Foundation
and served as the first Secretary. This organization has raised many miilions of
dollars, purchasing parklands and supporing individual park needs.

He was the Administration's point man during Congressional consideration of the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, legisiaiion thal has had a profound ettect in
preserving this nation's physical heritage. Matching grants 10 the states and to the
National Trust have restored fine old structures in once-derelict districts of a great
. .many towns and cities. The Park Service administers the National Register of Mistoric

" Places, which encourages preservalion of siies of state and local significarce.

" Hartzog's reputation as a virtuoso bureaucrat resulied in a New Yorker profile by John
- McPheg that showed the massive machinery of the federal government will yield to the
- fressure of a powerful personality. Ansel Adams calied Hartzog “the finest.and most

“.\maginativa_dirantar nf the Natianal Park Service since S\ED\\BI\ Mahm » th
°§°Qdéry 399!799( of me Service. . A »,

“UBut thls kind of publtc attention and hss strong suppon in Congress, along with a petty

Incident involving Richard Nixon, earned him a place on the President's list of
. enomies. He was dlsmissed by Nixon immed: ately after the 1972 elect:on the first
. Director to be fired in the history of the Park Service.
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PRESIDENTIAL MEDALS OF FREEDOM

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal
Cardinal of Chicago Archdiocese.
BRADY, James Scott
Outspoken leader in the fight for responsible
gun control, including the "Brady Bill."
FULLER, Millard D.

Founder and president of Habitat for Humanity.
HAMBURG, David Alan
President of the Carnegie Foundation.
JOHNSON, John H.
Founded Ebony and Jet, and built one of the
most influential African-American publishing
companies.
LANG, Eugene M.
Creator of "I Have a Dream" Foundation.
NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
The former National Director of the Polish-
American Congress and former director of Radio
Free Europe’s Polish Service.
PANTOJA, Antonia
Founder of ASPIRA, an organization that
promotes education, leadership training, and
community service for Latino youth.
PARKS, Rosa L.
Helped launch the modern civil rights movement
when she refused to give up her seat on a bus
in 1955. Rosa Parks is also the founder of the
Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self
Development, located in Detroit.
SAGAN, Ginetta
Founder of the first West Cuvast chapter
of Amnesty International USA and has organized
75 chapters around the United States.
UDALL, Morris K.
Represented Arizona for thirty years in the
House of Representatives.

saved: PMOFYG

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96
9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96

9/9/96



PRESIDENTIAL MFEDALS OF FREEDOM
1995

CHARREN, Peggy
Founder of Action for Children‘'s Television

COLEMAN, William T., Jr.
Public Servant, former Sec. of Transportation,
Chairman of the Board, NAACP Legal Defense &
Educational Fund, lifetime of service for equal
opportunity for all citizens

COONEY, Joan Ganz
Creator of Children's Television Workshop, creator
of Sesame Street

FRANKLIN, John Hope
Historian, has chronicled the history of African
Americans in the South

HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr.
Judge, academic, civil rights attorney

JOHNSON, Frank, M. Jdr.
District Court, Appeals Court Judge, dismantled
segregation, protected the rights of mentally ill
and imprisoned

KOOP, C. Everett
Physician,

NELSON, Gaylord
Public Servant, former Wisconsin State Legislator,
Governor & United States Senator, advocate for the
environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Labor activist, United Auto Workers President for
25 years

ROUSE, James W.
Urban Planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland,
Boston's Faneuil Hall, Baltimore's Inner Harbor

VELASQUEZ, Willie (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R.

former Surgeon General of the U.S.

Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and visually

impaired

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95

9/29/95



PRESIDENTIAL MEDALS OF FREEDOM
1994

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist
CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America
FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commission
on Civil Rights
GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF
HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Womens Rights Advocate
JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives
KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO
MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of
Repvesentatives from Illinois, Republican Leader
SHRIVER, Robert Sargent
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps

8/8/94
8/8/94

8/8/94

8/8/94
8/8/94

8/8/94

8/8/94

8/8/94

8/8/94






1998 - Medal of Freedom

President Carter
President Ford
George Mitchell
Lloyd Bentsen

Carl Sagan (posthumously)

Daisy Bates - civil rights, mentoring/organizing the Little Rock Nine

Walter Bergman - civil rights work, Freedom Rider

Robert Moses - civil rights, SNCC, Freedom Rider, voting rights

Robert Bernstein - human rights, founded Human Rights Watch, one-time head of Random
House

Edgar Bronfman, Sr. - President of the World Jewish Congress since 1980, anti-semitism,
leader of Holocaust assets recovery movement

David Brower - former head of Sierra Club and founder and current co-director of the Earth
Island Institute, Brower successfully fought to keep dams out of the Grand Canyon and played a
key role in establishing a national wilderness system.

Chrissie Collins - created Medic Alert (large letter writing campaing)

Senator John Glenn (post Shuttle flight?)

LaDonna Harris - Native American’s and women’s rights

Dolores Huerta - Co-founder, with Cesar Chavez, of the United Farm Workers of America
Kenneth Jernigan - principal leader of the National Federation of the Blind for more than 35
years. During his tenure, the organization has expanded from 7 states to 50 states and has
worked to ensure equal rights for blind Americans.
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PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM
PRESENTED BY
President Clinton

FARMER, James
civil rights leader, formed Congress of Racial
Equality

FULBRIGHT, J. William
Public Servant, former U.S. Senator and Member,
U.S. House of Representatives from Arkansas,
longtime Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, founder of the Fulbright Foreign
Scolarship Program

ASHE, Arthur, Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Athlete, former Professional Tennis Player,
Philanthropist, Author

POWELL, General Colin L., USA (WITH DISTINCTION)
Military Officer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
Persian Gulf, former Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs, Deputy Assistant to
the President for National Security Affairs

RAYE, Martha
Entertainer, Humanitarian

BRENNAN, William J., Jr.
Public Servant, former Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court

DOUGLAS, Marjory Stoneman
Conservationist, led early crusade to preserve and
restore the Florida Everglades

MARSHALL, Thurgood (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Public Servant, Attorney, former Associate Justice
-of the Supreme Court, Solicitor General of the
United States, United States Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit, first African American to sit on
the Supreme Court

RAUH, Joseph L., Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Lawyer, Civil Rights and labor activist; former
Counsel, United Auto Workers; General Counsel,
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

WISDOM, John Minor
Public Servant, former United States Circuit Judge
for the Fifth Circuit

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist

CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America

FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commision
on Civil Rights

GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF

HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Women’s Rights Advocate

JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives from Texas

KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO

MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Illinois, Republican Leader

“
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06/20/93

09/30/93

11/15/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

08/08/94
08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94
08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94
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SHRIVER, Robert Sargent 08/08/94
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps

CHARREN, Peggy 09/29/95
Founder of Action for Children’s Television

COLEMAN, William Thaddeus, Jr. 09/29/95

Public Servant, former Secratary of
Transportation, Chairman of the Board of the NAACP
Legal Defense & Educational Fund
COONEY, Joan Ganz 09/29/95
Creator of Children’s Television Workshop, creator
of SESAME STREET
FRANKLIN, John Hope 09/29/95
Historian, chronicled the history of African
Americans in the South
HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr. 09/29/95
Public Servant, former U.S. Circuit Judge for the
3rd Circuit, U.S. District Judge for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, Academic, Civil Rights
attorney
JOHNSON, Frank M., Jr. 09/29/95
Public Servant, former U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Sth Circuit, U.S. District Judge for the Middle
District of Alabama, helpled to dismantle
segregation, protected the rights of the mentally
ill and imprisoned
KOOP, C. Everett 09/29/95
Public Servant, Physican, former Surgeon General
of the Public Health Service
NELSON, Gaylord A. 09/29/95
Public Servant, former U. S. Senator, Governor,
and State Legislator from Wisconsin, advocate for
the environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY) 09/29/95
Labor activist, former President, United Auto
Workers

ROUSE, James W. 09/29/95

Urban planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland,
Boston’s Faneuil Hall, Baltimore’s Inner Harbor

VELASQUEZ, William C. (POSTHUMOUSLY) 09/29/95
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R. 09/29/95

Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and
visually impaired

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal 09/09/96
Archbishop of Chicago Diocese, champion of racial
equality and arms control

BRADY, James Scott 09/09/96
Public Servant, former Assistant to the President
and Press Secretary, wounded in assasination
attempt on President Ronald Reagan, gun control
advocate

FULLER, Millard D. 09/09/96
Founder and President of Habitat for Humanity,
nonprofit provider of low cost housing

‘HAMBURG, David Alan 09/09/96
Physician, Scientist, Educator, child development
specialist, former President of Carnegie
Foundation

JOHNSON, John H. 09/09/96
Founder and CEO of Johnson Publishing, founder of
EBONY and JET magazines
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LANG, Eugene M.
Philanthropist, founder of "I Have a Dream
Foundation", provided financial assistance for
education to underprivileged youth

NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
Member of the Polish underground during WWII,
former director-of Radio Free Europe’s Polish
Service, former National Director of
Polish-American Congress

PANTOJA, Antonia .
Educator, Philanthropist, advocate for community
restoration and development, founder of ASPIRA

SAGAN, Ginetta
Human Rights advocate, founder of the U. S. West
Coast chapter of Amnesty International

UDALL, Morris
Public Servant, former Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Arizona, environmental
advocate

PARKS, Rosa L.
Civil Rights pioneer

PERRY, William J.
Public Servant, Secretary of Defense

DOLE, Robert J.
Public Servant, Soldier, Statesman, former U.S.
Senator from Kansas, longest serving Republican
Leader

Shalikashvili, General John M., USA

ARONSON, Arnold
civil rights leader, co-founder of Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights
ASTOR, Brooke Russell
philanthropist
COLES, Robert
Harvard psychiatrist who explores children’s
relationship with their world
DART, Jr., Justin
Considered the father of Americans with
Disabilities Act.
HESSELBEIN, Frances
non-profit organization expert,
KOREMATSU, Fred T.
Challenged WWII civilian exclusion orders and
became a civil rights leader
LINOWITZ, Sol
founder of International Executive Service Corps.
MANKILLER, Wilma P.
First chief of an Indian tribe and worksto better
the lives of other Cherokee indians.
MURIE, Margaret E.
Environmental activist who was instrumental in the
passage of landmark environmental legislation.
OBLEDO, Mario G.
Co-founder of the Mexican-American Legal Defense
. and Education Fund.
RICHARDSON, Elliot L.
Served in four different U.S. cabinet positions
ROCKEFELLER, David
Co-founder of International Executive Service
corps.
SHANKER, Albert
Worked to change radically how schools and
teachers’ unions do business.

ZUMWALT, Jr., Admiral Elmo R.

Naval veteran who issued directi
2 | Ve : s lves to en
discrimination in the Navy. 3

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96
09/09/96
09/09/96
09/14/96

01/14/97

01/17/97
09/30/97
01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98
01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98
01/15/98
01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98

01/15/98
























Notable Asian Amenicans

(%

Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar

and Yosano Akiko, politically active Asian lesbians.
ALOEC also researched the representation of lesbians
among Hindu goddesses and in Hindu statuary.

ALOEC’s next major organizing event was the 1989
march on Washington in which gay and lesbian groups
from around the country descended on the nation’s capi-
tal to demand civil rights and equal protection under the
law. While working to organize a visible Asian presence at
the march, Chan discovered a network of similar groups
around the country and together they formed the Asian
Pacific Lesbian Network (now known as the Asian Pacific
Bi-Sexual Lesbian Network). This laid the groundwork to
begin connecting with the Asian Lesbian Network in Asia,
which has organized several lesbian conferences in vari-
ous Asian countries.

On the political front, ALOEC was very critical of the
representation of Asian women in the Broadway play Miss
Saigon, and was active in the 1994 commemoration of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of New York City's Stonewall
Rebellion, a spontaneous riot in Greenwich Village in pro-
test of police brutality and intimidation that is generally
considered to mark the birth of the gay rights movement.

Chan described her role models as her mother and
older sister, both of whom have been very supportive of
her and who have given her strength and determination
from an early age. Her mother was born in China and was
a refugee from the Japanese invasion, surviving years of
war and starvation. Chan found strength and inspiration
in her mother’s courage and perseverance. She said that
she and her mother “have a very deep respect for one
another. . . and I consider myself very lucky.”

Sources:

Chan, June, telephone interview with Jim Henry, August
4, 1994.

—Sketch by fim Henry

(1910-)

Astrophysicist

Astrophysicisl Subrahmanyan Chandrasckhar was
awarded the Nobel Prize for physics in 1983, with William
A. Fowler. Chandrasekhar’s award-winning theory, com-
pleted some thirty years earlier, concerned the structure of
white dwarfs, medium-sized stars that have spent all of
their fuel and collapsed into dense, white-hot balls about

the size of the Earth. His pioneering work would lay the
theoretical groundwork for the eventual discovery of black
holes.

Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar was born on October
19, 1910, in Lahore, India (now Pakistan). His father was a
distinguished musicologist and his uncle was the physicist
Sir Chandrasekhar V. Raman, who was awarded the Nobel
Prize in 1930. Subrahmanyan was very excited by his
uncle’s work and decided at a young age to study physics
himself. He published his first paper, an analysis of the
thermodynamics of the interior of stars, at the age of eigh-
teen in the Indian fournal of Physics.

The Chandrasekhar Limit

After graduation from high school, Chandrasekhar
studied theoretical physics at the University of Madras,
where he was especially interested in the field of astro-
physics and the pioneering work then being done by two
British scientists, Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington and Ralph
Howard Fowler. Chandrasekhar earned his bachelor's
degree in 1930 and received a scholarship from the gov-
ernment of India to continue his studies at Cambridge
University in England. At Cambridge, he concentrated his
studies on the behavior of stars that have run out of fuel,
or “died.” Chandrasekhar believed that he had detected
an error in the prevailing scientific literature about the
way in which stars larger than the sun died. Contrary to
the theory of the day, he believed that the tremendous
gravitational force of large stars would prevent their stabi-
lization into white dwarfs. Rather, the electrons in the
star’s gasses would move increasingly faster, approaching a
state known as relativistic degeneracy, at which molecular
matter is moving at speeds near the speed of light. Under
these conditions, the young astrophysicist postulated, stars
would not collapse into white dwarfs, but simply continue
to collapse.

In 1932, Chandrasekhar published his first paper on the
subject. The next year he received his Ph.D. from Cam-
bridge, where he was offered a fellowship to continue his
studies. By this time he had developed a complete theory
detailing his new hypothesis, and he was invited by the
Royal Astronomical Society to present his findings at their
annual meeting. When Chandrasekhar presented his the-
ory, however, it was not well received. The scientific estab-
lishment was less than eager to adopt a new theory that
refuted the work of a prominent member, which Chan-
drasekhar’s certainly did. It called into question the theo-
ries of Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington, perhaps the most
respected English physicist of his time. After Chan-
drasekhar delivered his presentation, Eddington took the
podium and ridiculed the young scientist’s propositions,
suggesting they were outlandish and, if taken to their logi-
cal conclusion, suggested the existence of tiny balls of
energy so dense and with such a tremendous gravitational
field that not even light would be able to escape. Time has
proven Chandrasekhar correct in this instance, and today
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