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President Names 15 for Nation’s Top Civilian Honor
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anese-Americans during World War II, losing 
a 1944 Supreme Court case. Mr. Korematsu’s
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; diplomatic posts; Prof. Robert Coles, the Har­
vard psychiatrist and’ author, and Albert 

; Shanker, the president of the American Federa- 
I tion of Teachers, who died last year.

The medals, to be bestowed at a White House 
ceremony next Thursday, honor Americans 
who have made a special contribution to the 
nation’s welfare and allow a President to make 
a statement about his own view of merit. Last 
year, for example, Mr. Clinton gave the award 
to Bob Dole, whom he had just defeated in the 
Presidential election.

Mr. Linowitz has moved easily between the 
public and private sectors, serving as chairman 
of Xerox and dipping into Government to lead 
the negotiations on the Panama Canal treaties, 
serve as representative to the Organization of 
American States and become special Ambassa­
dor for the Middle East.

Mrs. Astor, as head of the Vincent Astor 
Foundation, has supported a variety of 
projects, like outdoor living spaces in public

By NEIL A. LEWIS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 - President Cjinton 
today announced that he would award the Med­
al of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian 
honor, to an eclectic group of 15 notables, 
including Brooke Astor, the New York philan­
thropist; Sol M. Linowitz, the international law­
yer who has served in a variety of special
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Federal Court Dismisses
Bias Suit Against Hertz

DETROIT, Jan. 8 (AP) — A Fed-
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housing or the revitalization of the New York 
Public Library.

Dr.. Coles, professor of sobial ethics at Har­
vard, has explored in award-winning books the 
psychology of children, showing their resilience 
and courage in crisis situations.

Mr. Shanker, who died last February, headed 
the United Federation of Teachers in New York 
and before serving as the leader of the nation­
wide teachers organization. “He became a . 
staunch proponent of teacher certification and 
higher standards for students,” the White 
House said in a statement.

Others honored are:

Arnold Aronson, founder of the Leadership Con­
ference on Civil Rights, a leading civil rights 

x organization.
Justin Dart Jr., considered the father of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, Mr. Dart 
worked as a businessman for 40 years, from a 
wheelchair.

James Farmer, the civil rights leader who 
founded the Congress of Racial Equality and 
became a catalyst of the civil rights move­
ment.

Frances Hesselbein, a former leader of the Girl 
Scouts of America and an expert supporter of 
nonprofit organizations.

Fred Korematsu, who challenged the United 
States Government’s policy of interning Jap-
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claim was vindicated decades later by Con- ; ^ral Judge has dismissed a Govern- 
gress and more recent court rulings as the *' " ’
nation mounted an effort to redress Japa-
nese-Americans wronged at the time.

Wilma Mankiller, who grew up in poverty and
became the first woman to be elected as the
leader of an Indian tribe. The former Chero­
kee Nation leader has worked to reduce in­
fant mortality among Indians.

Margaret Murie, a lifetime environmentalist
and longtime member of the governing coun­
cil of the Wilderness Society.

Mario G. Obledo, a co-founder .of the Mexican-
American Legal Defense and Education
Fund and the National Hispanic Bar Associa­
tion.

Elliot L. Richardson, who has served in four
Cabinet posts and as Ambassador to Britain
and is renowned for resigning as Attorney
General during the Watergate scandals.

David Rockefeller, who through the various
Rockefeller Foundations, has financed a mul­
titude of projects in fields ranging from the
arts and literacy to food distribution and
international family planning efforts.

Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., who commanded
naval forces in Vietnam and fought discrimi­
nation in the military against minorities and
women.

ment lawsuit against the leading car 
rental company, the Hertz Corpora­
tion, on behalf of two mentally re- | 

tarded workers who lost their jobs. 
Judge John Feikens of Federal 

District Court here ruled on Tuesday 
that he found nothing discriminatory 
in Hertz’s 1994 dismissal of a job 
coaching service after two of the 
service’s coaches were seen hugging 
while on Hertz property.

The Federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission contended 
that Hertz, a subsidiary of the Ford 
Motor Company, effectively termi­
nated the handicapped workers when 

% .it dismissed the coaching service 
that supported them. It said the dis­
missal violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

The commission was seeking un­
specified back pay, compensatory 
and punitive damages and reinstate­
ment for the handicapped workers, 
Kenneth Miller, 56, and Donald 
Klem, 39.
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Raising Money Uptown,
\

Clinton Creates a Tie-Up
Manhattan Stop Draws Big Names and Gifts

a I

i

“I can’t believe that I could hug 
and kiss him,” she exclaimed as he

Upper East Side, then went to a 
dinner in a Park Avenue home, 
where he was expected to raise an 
additional $600,000. Tickets cost 
$5,000 a person for the lunch and 
$30,000 a couple for dinner.

The President’s events, closed to 
the public and to cameras, were part 
of his tireless effort to help pull the 
Democratic National Committee out 
of the debt into which it plunged 
during his 1996 re-election campaign. 
With Mr. Clinton’s help, the party 
erased $4 million of its debt in No­
vember and December, leaving it 
$13.2 million in the red.

The President has returned to the 
New York well several times. “He’s 
worth it,” Lauren Bacall purred to a 
reporter after the President spoke at 
the Dakota, explaining why Demo­
crats keep giving him money. Mr. 
Clinton came over, lifted her hand to 
his lips and kissed it. “Terrific;” she

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE

Portions of uptown Manhattan 
were barricaded yesterday while 
President Clinton trolled for money 
in exclusive haunts on the Upper 
West Side and Park Avenue.

The President addressed about 60 
people at a private luncheon in a $4 
million apartment in the Dakota on 
Central Park West, raising about 
$250,000. He spent the afternoon

the rain in yellow slickers, guarding 
barricades that blocked off West 72d 
Street and several other streets 
along Central Park West.

Many New Yorkers seethed as 
they were barred from their appoint­
ed rounds. Several were trapped in 
the lobbies of nearby apartment 
buildings and could not leave while 
Mr. Clinton was inside. 

 On 1116 Upper East Side, Robert
holed up at the Carlyle Hotel on the Davis> a messenger, was unable to
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security, but Mr. Clinton’s presence, moved on. *T did with the Argentine 
increased it severalfold, with scores President, but not with the President 
of city police officers, suited against of the United States.” .

deliver packages for more than an 
hour on a stretch of Madison Avenue 
that was closed for Mr. Clinton’s 
visit. “Who cares about the Presi­
dent?” he shouted. “People have a 
job to do.”

But Cheryl Seelos, a teacher from 
San Diego who was visiting her 
daughter on West 72d Street, was 
less angry. “It’s inconvenient,” she 
said, “but I’d rather be inconven­
ienced than have something hap­
pen.”

Upstairs at the Dakota, Mr. Clin­
ton was giving his guests a 23-minute 
history lesson, taking them from the 
Industrial Revolution through the 
cold war and casting an eye on sev­
eral contemporary issues, including 
child care, Social Security and the 
gap between the rich and the poor.

“ A Ipt of Americans, a lot of you in 
this room, over the last five years 
have told me that you’re very glad 
you’ve done well in life but you’re 
very concerned about the increasing 
inequality of wealth in America,” he 
said.

“What can a country do if it has 
great inequality, and you don’t be­
lieve in punishing the successful?” 
he asked. He said the 1993 tax in­
crease for upper-income people was 
one answer, but that it was “a one­
time deal.” The only other option, he 
said, was to make sure everyone had 
education and training “so they’re on 
the cutting edge of change.”

Mr. Clinton’s speech was free of 
partisan attacks and any direct men­
tion of money; his conclusion con­
tained only one vague reference. 
“Why should you be here, and why 
are you doing this?” he asked. “Be­
cause we believe that Government is 
not the enemy, but it has to be an 
agent of change.”

The President left the Carlyle 
about 6:30 P.M. and walked one 
block to the home of Alan and Susan 
Patricof, where he ate dinner sitting 
next to Martha Stewart He spoke for 
about 20 minutes, making no mention 
of money except to state his support 
for campaign finance reform.

For his stroll, agents had blocked 
off East 76th Street and asked resi-

The President strolls, 
as others are stopped 
in their tracks,

s

said to him. He beamed.
His audience was studded with .

Hollywood faces. They included Leo­
nardo DiCaprio, Uma Thurman,
Ethan Hawke, Kevin Spacey and
Christie. Brinkley. The event’s hosts
were Jane Rosenthal, president of
TriBeCa Productions, and her hus­
band, Craig M. Hatkoff.

After a lunch of buffalo chili and
vegetable tarts, the crowd gathered
in the living room. Mr. Clinton, stand­
ing ffi front of an unlighted fireplace,
sp&ke of his feelings at visiting the
apartment building where John Len­
non was shot in 1980.

"I’m a very schmaltzy person and
I get all choked up when I come
here,” he said. “I keep imagining
whether I’m standing in a place
where John Lennon was, and all 
that.” His listeners, many of them dents to stay away from their win­
standing with their arms folded,, dows. But one woman, Buenabetur 
shuffled uncomfortably in the dim Meaurio, 40, a part-time baby sitter 
light of the drizzly afternoon. with her young charge, stood in her

A large blue tarpaulin hung over doorway. The President stopped to 
the archway of the building, an at- chat and she pulled him close and 
tempt by the police to shield Mr. kissed him.
Clinton’s black limousine from view.
The Dakota has its own extensive



An American Honor Roll
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15 to Be Awarded Presidential Medak of Freedom

Associated Press

07 5

r

' J J -1 . .. 1 .li A • ik.lL ■'r-XA*1 k. -b. J.- i

President Clinton will award the 
nation’s highest civilian honor to. 15 
Americans, including the first female 
Indian chief a disability rights activist 
and a man who held four Cabinet posts.

Clinton plans to present the Presi­
dential Medals of Freedom during a 
ceremony on Thursday, the White 
House announced yesterday.

Among the recipients is Wilma 
Mankiller, who was twice elected to 
head the Cherokee Nation. MankiDer 
worked to reduce infant mortality, im­
prove health and education and pro­
mote business among Cherokees.

Another honoree is Elliot Richard­
son, who held four Cabinet positions— 
attorney general and secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, De­
fense and Commerce—under Presi­
dents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford.

Clinton bestowed posthumous 
honors on Albert Shanker, who led the 
American Federation of Teachers for 
more than 20 years. Shanker died of 
cancer in February 1997 at age 68.

Other medal recipients are:
■ Justin Dart Jr., who has advocated 
the rights of the disabled for more than 
40 years. His work resulted in the 
Americans With Disabilities Act, which 
requires that public facilities be adapt­
ed to accommodate disabled people.
■ Adm. Elmo “Bud” Zumwalt Jr., for­
mer chief of naval operations, who 
issued directives to end discrimination 
in the Navy. Zumwalt is now an advo­
cate for compensation for the health 
problems of Vietnam veterans.
■ David Rockefeller, former chairman 
of Chase Manhattan Bank who has 
funded projects in the arts, literacy, 
international family planning and treat­
ment of Alzheimer’s disease. Rockefel­
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ler is a founder of the International 
Executive Service Corps, a volunteer 
program that offers the expertise of 
U.S. executives to developing nations.
■ Sol Linowitz, a partner in the service 
corps and a lawyer-businessman, is a 
former U.S. representative to the Orga­
nization of American States. He served 
as ambassador-at-large for Middle East 
negotiations under President Jimmy 
Carter.
■ James Farmer, a civil rights activist 
who founded the Congress of Racial 
Equality, an organization that helped 
spur the civil rights movement.
■ Arnold Aronson, founder of the Lead­
ership Conference on Civil Rights, an 
umbrella lobbying organization for dvil 
rights groups.
■ Brooke Astor, a philanthropist who 
financed die revitalization of the New 
York Public Library.
■ Frances Hesselbein, an expert on 
not-for-profit corporations who led a

o{ Gir1 scouts of
America from 1976 to 1990.
■ Fred Korematsu, whose legal chai 
lenges to civilian exclusion orders dur 
ing Worid War II helped spur tin 
redress movement for Japanese Ameri 
cans.
■ Robert Coles, an adviser to President 
John E Kennedy on racial issues and a 
psychologist who has researched chil 
dren’s experiences with racism
■ Margaret Murie, an environments: 
activist whose work wrth the Wilder 
ness Society led to die passage of 
legislation protecting Alaskan lands.
■ Mario ONedo, a longtime Latino 
rights advocate and a founder of the 
Mexican-American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund.
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Conservatives have rested fi.nd; change [the resignation of For- I get all choked up when I come here. I
Clinton's standards program warntag XtoaSmS'ir11 'V"- aSa l’"p '"“-''"'"K "’hedter I'm standing 
that it may lead to tm’exSd’S Un”™ ”as '
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pledged to give greater media access to
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White House press secretary Mi-

with that issue.’

Clmton’^pitchforamore'p™^ K'ndSBut ^coverage h , —7- —
,ive ed.^n _ ... VO e age ^.d Chnto^position

uac uvuig muni 01 one 01 Manhattan s nonrpr’" Clint™ n. t a. 7 ? , . <u,eci luuu LaKe at tne -......mpst exclusive addresses. President scores "Theo mav h ’ we^ est osd raisrr was food and home maven 
CSnlon warned entertainment X" ZmmeXX™ "! Martha Stewart. After his remarks.

Clinton said the study is more evi­
dence of why national education stan­
dards are needed. “You can say, Well, 
what do you expect? The kids there are

On Friday, Clinton will visit Texas. 
Since his New York visit was dedicated 
solely to fund-raising, the DNC will pay 
a share of Clinton's travel costs, al­
though the reimbursement is only a

At a private home in the Upper West
Sides Dakota apartment building,
Clinton told people who paid $5,000
per plate for a luncheon of buffalo chili 
and sea bass that people often tell him 
at fund-raisers they are glad they “have
done well in life" but support Demo-

has been a local responsibility.

sive education policy came on a"day 
devoted to fund-raising—$250,000 at 
lunch at the home of Craig Hatkoff and

By John E Harris 
Washingion PoslSlaff Writer

NEW YORK, Jan. 8—Standing in 
tile living room of one of Manhattan's

c» while two-thirds of students in 
suburban and rural schools met this 
standard.

I

Sides Dakota apartment building, 

per plate for a luncheon of buffalo chili 
and sea bass that people often tell him 
at fund-raisers they are glad they “have 

crits because they

ofwealth in America.’
iOn that note, Clinton said he was 

alarmed by a report this week about 
thj? performance of urban public 
sqhools, historically the nation's most

allow for unproved relations with Cuba, onside this building where he was 
chil- On the Middle East, he said progress murdered in 1981. Clinton, who said he 

toward peace “really depends upon has been at the Dakota before, told the

Powerful engine of equal opportunity $600 000 at d nner th h r P°01 corresP°^nts for other
ne report, published in sS, ”dlla„ Se?( M” 0' T"“T b“' r™™ cr"

Week magazine, showed that only The 1„nrh™„Xt ... ^reporters were allowed,
about 40 percent offourth-and eighth- event In the anriio a star-studded White House press secretary
graders in urban schools attained what Uma Thurman were “trusses chael McCurry acknowledged 
educators consider a “basic” proficien- actors^ Leonardo DiSrio" SS Caton’s policy on which events to open actually produced,” House Minority

J  SpacevZwllasdirt^kT? f ™ nUy £ But he noted that Leader Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo.)

son and model Christie Brinkley. CHn- raisers are ™ C?mi"ittee fund‘ s.aid- “^e should be cautious and realis- 
ton kissed the hand of Bacall who said ers mP 7 C °Sed t0 report_ ti’r and responsible in the way we deal

’ vi o. with thof icon#*’*

what we want to achieve unless we 
hold our children—all of our 
dren—without regard to their race, 
their income op their background, to

met at the White House with Demo­
cratic congressional leaders, several of 

was restricted. Two newspaper report- 7??-" '.aH:r enaors€a bunton s position 
ers were allowed in briefly, serving as that 1118 ,unw,se t0 consider tax cuts 
“pool” correspondents for other news a ProJected budget surplus so long

“I think there’s a real consensus that 
we shouldn't talk about spending a 

' that surplus that we hope for until it’s

At Fund-Raiser, Clinton Pitches Education Standards

people give money to Clinton because 
“he’s worth it."

Among those partaking of red snap­
per and angel food cake at the dinner
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

PHIL CAPLAN^
FROM:

Medal of FreedomSUBJECT:

Note that there are some changes since the last time we met. Please review the list and let me 

know if you feel strongly that someone should be added or removed. But remember, it’s a zero­
sum game at this point - any name added must be accompanied by a subtraction as we really 

need to keep the list at 20. Although we could remove an entire category (e.g. business) and 

replace it with other names.

Please let me know your thoughts by October 21—1 hope to get a final memo to the POTUS late 

next week.

Attached is the current list of candidates that we intend to recommend to the President for the 

Medal of Freedom. We’re trying to keep it at 20 people in order that the President can pare it 
down to 10-12. Generally, we don’t give him more than 16-18 recommendations, but this year 

we have given him some “either/or” possibilities.

DISTRIBUTION:
Erskine Bowles 

John Podesta 
Sylvia Mathews 

Rahm Emanuel 

Ann Lewis 

Paul Begala 

Sid Blumenthal 

Michael Waldman

Maria Echaveste 

Melanne Verveer 

Jake Siewert 

Mike McCurry 

Elena Kagan 

Todd Stem
Jennifer Palmeiri 

Capricia Marshall



MEDAL OF FREEDOM (as of 10/16)

Carl Sagan posthumous

Brook Astor,WF, 95 - philanthropy (POTUS interest)

Toni Morrison, 66, BF - Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton 

(Others considered: Maya Angelou, BF, 69)

Frances Hesselbein, WF, 79 took over Girl Scouts and saved organization, non-profit 

management guru

Hispanic

Mario Obledo, HM, 65, attorney, immediate past Chair of Bd of Dir of National Rainbow 

Coalition [JJ OK] former CA HEW Secy, co-founder Hispanic Bar Assoc, Chair of California 

Coalition of Hispanic Organizations, former Pres of LULAC, Echaveste endorsement 

(Others considered; Bishop Augustin Roman, Miami Catholic Bishop, founded Cuban 
exile organization; Ernie Cortez, Texas activist.

Misc. prominent Americans

Katharine Graham, 80, WF

(Others considered: Charlie Peters)

Statesman

Elliot Richardson, 77, WM - numerous Cab offices, (POTUS interest) 

(Others considered: Max Kampelman)

Education/Children

Al Shanker posthumous

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 

author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

Dr. Spock, 95, WM

(Others considered: Bill Hendricks, Toys for Tots founder)

Military
Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War; NSC recommendation 

or
Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 

CNO, force against discrimination in military

Race/Civil Rights

Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights;

and

James Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 

teaches at Mary Washington College (can they travel?)

(Others considered: Louis Martin, posthumous; Daisy Bates, BF)



Others considered (probably won’t be forwarded to POTUS):

Jimmy Carter & Rosalynn Carter (2 separate medals)

Business

David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp;

or
Sol Linowitz, 83, JM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer

or
David Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission

Environmentalist

Margaret “Mardy” Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female 

grd of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole (can she travel?)

(Other considered: John Sawhill WM 61)

Historian

Arthur Schlesinger, 79, WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA 

or
Daniel Boorstin, WM 82 - former Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Rhodes Scholar 

or
C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 
author, NACCP consultant in 50's

Religious

Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 

movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI 

decorated vet - Purple Heart and Bronze Star

Rev. Msgr. George Higgins, WM, 81 (the “Labor priest”), longtime lecturer at Catholic 

Univ., leading Catholic thinker on social justice issues, advisor to unions...UFCW, UAW



Schedule Proposal 10/6/97

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

Each year since he has been President.

DATE AND TIME: November or December (must be in 1997)

BRIEFING TIME: 15 minutes.

DURATION: 30 minutes -1 hour.

LOCATION: White House - East Room.

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: TBD.

Yes - prepared by Speechwriting.REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE: Open.

Yes.

Stephanie Streett

Assistant to the President and Director of Scheduling

PREVIOUS

PARTICIPATION:

FIRST LADY'S

ATTENDANCE:

8-12 Medal of Freedom winners and their families and friends; 

East Room audience of invited guests connected to the Medal 

winners.

The Medal of Freedom is the highest award the President can 

make. Traditionally, he presents 8-12 Medals together in one East 

Room ceremony. This is an annual event.

Phil Caplanj^^

For the President to make the annual Medal of Freedom 
presentation.



, -ifi

Helpful but not required.

Not required.

RECOMMENDED BY: Annual event

CONTACT: Phil Caplan, x62702

VICE PRESIDENT'S

ATTENDANCE:

MRS. GORE'S

ATTENDANCE:
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17,1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

PHIL CAPLANpm
FROM:

Medal of FreedomSUBJECT:

Please let me know your thoughts by October 21 -1 hope to get a final memo to the POTUS late 

next week.

Note that there are some changes since the last time we met. Please review the list and let me 

know if you feel strongly that someone should be added or removed. But remember, it’s a zero­
sum game at this point - any name added must be accompanied by a subtraction as we really 

need to keep the list at 20. Although we could remove an entire category (e.g. business) and 

replace it with other names.

Attached is the current list of candidates that we intend to recommend to the President for the 
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down to 10-12. Generally, we don’t give him more than 16-18 recommendations, but this year 
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM (as of 10/16)

Carl Sagan posthumous

Brook Astor,WF, 95 - philanthropy (POTUS interest)

Frances Hesselbein, WF, 79 took over Girl Scouts and saved organization, non-profit 

management guru

Toni Morrison, 66, BF - Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton 

(Others considered: Maya Angelou, BF, 69)

Misc, prominent Americans

Katharine Graham, 80, WF
(Others considered: Charlie Peters)

Statesman

Elliot Richardson, 77, WM - numerous Cab offices, (POTUS interest) 

(Others considered: Max Kampelman)

Military

Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War; NSC recommendation 

or
Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 

CNO, force against discrimination in military

Education/Children

Al Shanker posthumous

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 

author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

l>r. Sp<K'k, 95, WM
(Others considered: Bill Hendricks, Toys for Tots founder)

Race/Civil Rights

Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights;

and

James Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 

teaches at Mary Washington College (can they travel?)

(Others considered: Louis Martin, posthumous; Daisy Bates, BF)

Hispanic

Mario Obledo, HM, 65, attorney, immediate past Chair of Bd of Dir of National Rainbow 

Coalition [JJ OK] former CA HEW Secy, co-founder Hispanic Bar Assoc, Chair of California 

Coalition of Hispanic Organizations, former Pres of LULAC, Echaveste endorsement 

(Others considered; Bishop Augustin Roman, Miami Catholic Bishop, founded Cuban 

exile organization; Ernie Cortez, Texas activist.
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Others considered (probably won’t be forwarded to POTUS): 

Jimmy Carter & Rosalynn Carter (2 separate medals)

Historian

Arthur Schlesinger, 79, WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA 

or
Daniel Boorstin, WM 82 - former Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Rhodes Scholar 

or
C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 
author, NACCP consultant in 50's

Environmentalist

Margaret “Mardy” Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female 

grd of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole (can she travel?)

(Other considered: John Sawhill WM 61)

Business

David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp;

or
Sol Linowitz, 83, JM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer 

or
David Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission

Religious

Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 

movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI 

decorated vet - Purple Heart and Bronze Star

Rev. Msgr. George Higgins, WM, 81 (the “Labor priest”), longtime lecturer at Catholic 

Univ., leading Catholic thinker on social justice issues, advisor to unions...UFCW, UAW
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MEMORANDUM FOR PHIL CAPLAN, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

AND STAFF SECRETARY

BOB J. NASH, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

AND DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL

Enclosed are short descriptions of people we may want to consider as recommendations for the 

Medal of Freedom. There is a possibility I may need to be out of the office tomorrow, but if not, 

I plan to come to the meeting 11:30am.



Maya Angelou
Bom April 4,1928, in Saint Louis, Missouri
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I have no modesty, none. It’s a waste of time. It’s a learned 
affectation stuck on from without. If life slams the modest 
person against the wall, he or. she will drop that modesty

One of the unfortunate results of living a legendary life and 
dying a legendary death is that when the person is written 
about, more often than not he is made larger than life. The 
human qualities of humor, being wrong, sometimes gauche, 
losing, forgetting, these wonderful qualities we all have are 
never mentioned. The legend is taken out of the possession of 
the people. Every word uttered was memorable. Well, that’s 
not true.

I don’t tell everything I know but what I do tell is the 
truth. There’s a world of difference between truth and facts. 
Eacts can obscure the truth. You can tell so many facts that 
you fill the stage but haven’t got one iota of the truth.

I’m convinced that I’m a child of God. That’s wonderful, 
exhilarating, liberating, full of promise. But the burden 
which goes along with that is, I’m convinced that everybody 
is a child of God. The brutes and bigots, the batterers and the 
bastards are also children of God. And that’s where the 
onerous burden comes in for me, as a practicing Christian, to 
try to keep that in mind and not grit my teeth until they 
break off into little stubs.

I weep a lot. I thank God I laugh a lot, too. The main thing in 
one’s own private world is to try to laugh as much as you cry.

quicker than a stripper will drop her G-string. What I hope I 
have and what I pray for is humility. Humility comes from 
within.

Humility says there were people before me who found the 
path; I’m a road builder. Eor those who are yet to come, I 
seem to be finding the path and they will be road builders. 
That keeps one humble. Love keeps one humble.

Being humble doesn’t mean one has to be a mat. In fact, 
just the opposite. What it means is, I will make myself so fine 
that I will be of use to you, make myself useful, do what I can 
do, and be an instrument of God. I do believe that anybody 
who can’t be used is useless.

I believe all the tools that have been given to me that I 
recognized, I have developed. They may have been given to 
me as crowbars and I’ve tried to turn them into levers.

Maya Angelou has pub­
lished five volumes of 
her autobiography, the ' 
first of which, I Know 
Why the Caged Bird 
Sings, was nominated 
for a National Book 
Award in 1974 and 
aired as a television 
movie in 1979. An artist 
of wide-ranging talents, 
she was nominated for a 
Tony award for acting 
and a Pulitzer for po- 

. etry. She was the first 
black woman director in 
Hollywood and has 
written, produced, di­
rected, and starred in 
productions for stage, 
film, and television. In 
1981, she accepted a 
lifetime appointment as 
Reynolds Professor of 
American Studies at 
Wake Forest University, 
Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina.

Strictly speaking, one cannot legislate love, but what one can 
do is legislate fairness and justice. If legislation does not 
prohibit our living side by side, sooner or later your child 
will fall on the pavement and I’ll be the one to pick her up; 
Or one of my children will not be able to get into the house 
and you’ll have to say, “Stay here until your mom comes 
home.” Legislation affords us the chance to see if we might 
love each other.

It'is imperative that young people be told that we have 
come a long way, otherwise they are likely to become cynical. 
A cynical young person is almost the saddest sight to see, 
because it means that he or she has gone from knowing 
nothing to believing in nothing. Young people must not get 
to the point of saying, “You mean to tell me we had Malcolm 
X, Martin Luther King, Medgar Evers ? You mean to tell me 
we had the Kennedys, we had Fannie Lou Hamer and Mary 
McLeod Bethune 1 You mean to tell me we had all these men 
and women and we have made no progress 1 Then what the 
hell—there is no progress to be made. It can’t be made.”

So it must be simultaneous—how far we have come and 
how far we have to go.

tii
It seems to me that real sexism is a newly delivered message. 
Black women and black men know that we were stolen and 
sold together on the African continent. We lay spoon fashion 
in the filthy hatches of slave ships together. We stood upon 
the auction block together, were sold again together, took the 
lash together. There’s no question of superiority. We have 
survived somehow together.

Bi i 
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was a mute for five years. I wasn’t cute and I didn’t 
speak. I don’t know what would have happened to me 
had I been in an integrated school. In another society, 
I’m sure I would have been ruled out. But my 
grandma told me all the time, “Sister, Mama don’t

care what these people say about you being a moron, being a 
idiot. Mama don’t care. Mama know, Sister, when you and the 
good Lord get ready, you’re gonna be a preacher.”

Recently, I gave the principal speech to the National Coun­
cil of Christians and Jews.

Love affords wonder. And it is only love that gives one the 
liberty, the courage to go inside and see who am I really.

The larger society said that I belonged to an unwelcome 
tribe. My feeling was, “Unwelcome to you, but my people 
don’t say that.” Which is one of the reasons black women 
have survived, and done better than that, thrived.

But some of us don’t, and we don’t know who we’ve lost. 
It’s impossible to say what we’ve lost when we cut off one 
group. We are all diminished when one group is diminished. 
Can you imagine if this country were not so afflicted with 
racism ? Can you imagine what it would be like if the vitality, 
humor, and resilience of the black American were infused 
throughout this country?

■ ’ ■■tir
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Daisy Bates
Bom November 11,1914, in Huttig, Arkansas

served her, gave her a nice

he SerVed her’ 1 “ked and he

to go on, that I had no monev.

- wxa ocgicgaiiuii 1U cue 1U1LLie IWCK SCHOOIS 1
?' £ 1°“ ‘ think we had a^ b«g idea that we were gonna win it
- ■ then. But they were gonna know they had had a fight!

The phone rang constantly with threats. They broke the 
I W 'Pndow8 ’’th rocks. They burned crosses in the yard all the 

lme- Huge ones. And they set the house on fire. One night a 
j was 8°ing to throw a Molotov cocktail. I shot over his

ty dollar. I was the only person in be done about it ” Killed over

73

I was so mad and hurt. When 

butcher give me the kind"ofmeat I

t, he said that Mother and I would be the next victims. 
I can remember what my daddy said on his dying day. 

Daisy” he said, “you’re consumed with hatred for white 
people. ’ He said, “If you’re gonna hate, make it count for 

i in the South.”

gg;..'

I don’t think I was courageous. I think I was determined. 
I’ve gotten awards and plaques, I think they are saying, 

“You are doing what I’d like to do but I can’t do it because I 
gotta eat, I gotta feed my kids.”

no money.
i my daddy came home, I told 

—t there and make that 
wanted. He said, “ It’s not 

’ I never saw

L - j

Daisy Bates, along with 
her husband L. C. 
Bates, established a 
weekly newspaper, The 
Arkansas State Press, 
in the early 1940s. 
Elected president of the 
Arkansas NAACP, she 
led the historic fight of 
the Little Rock Nine to 
desegregate Central
High School in 1957. 
Her book, The Long 
Shadow of Little Rock, 
was published in 1962.

w
head with my .38 and he ducked and dropped it Another 
night the police caught some people with guns and ammuni­
tion enough to blow the whole town away. Dynamite, every­
thing. I was asked to stay with friends someplace else. I said, 
‘ ‘ Why should I ? This is my home. I live here, I’m gonna stay 
here.”

I didn’t want anybody killed in the process. The whole 
movement would have been lost and all that suffering that 
the children had gone through would have been lost. ,

The kids were so courageous. They were ready to go and they 
wanted to go. The whites didn’t want them and it made them 
want to go more. One of the reasons President Eisenhower 
was so long making up his mind was because he didn’t want 
to be embarrassed sending in federal troops if the kids would 
not go in.

I think the high point was when the troops came in and 
Minnie Jean Brown [one of the Little Rock Nine] smiled and 
said, “For the first time in my life I feel like an American 
citizen.”

I was fighting from my understanding of the past. There 
were blacks that didn’t understand what was happening to 
them. This disturbed me an awful lot. There were not enough 
people who wanted to change, not enough of them to fight for

I was independent. I didn’t have a boss I had to please. I 
thought I was strong putting out thirty thousand papers all 
over the state.

We brought to the public the conditions of the system in 
the South. Heretofore when something happened to a Negro 
and it was difficult to get the facts, reporters went to the 
white people and took their word for everything. But this 
time they had to come to me, here. They got the message.

We were in court in 1956 and I wanted to go to the rest room 
outside the judge’s chambers. I was in a hurry and I didn’t 
see the Whites Only sign. A charwoman, a white woman, was 
down on her knees cleaning up vomit. She said, “Nigger, 
you’re in the wrong place.” I went on in and used the rest 
room. When I came around she was still there on her knees. I 
was so angry with her I could have pushed her head down in 
the bucket. But I realized she was as much a victim as I was. I 
felt sorry for her.

s a beautiful woman, dark, mixed 
Negro. I found out early in my 
hat happened to her. When I was 

ras raped and murdered by three 
“e night. Before my father went 
o his best friend’s house and said, 
■ck.” My father never came back, 
er I was told, “You might as well 
ten wants you, he’ll take you.” 
ore to get some pork chops. I was 
’i proud that I was trusted. I told 
>und of center-cut pork chops, if Changes have been made. The people who were quiet are now 

speaking out. But I realize that you cannot erase in thirty 
years what it took two hundred years to establish.

I fit

but a little white Pri eame >n “d he

. —----- ‘ center-cut pork ehop. Then a

hrm the story. I wanted to go back

Urine uTTi He Tf* hwd rtn* I'w been

-------— a pork chop. And more than

iW’
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? ; something. Hate segregation

' r*1*11 W® took on se?re?ation the Little Rock schools I

SR



T a gunny sack. Gave me a

is no place
come.”

Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer testified before the

’re just0

all the time. In the midst of chaos, we could laugh.

I said, “

i

!

in front

■; thirty days. It may be seventy-five times I’ve been in jail.

we were in jail,

nobody because the police was the Klans. The police
----------- * <*1U siave owners tnat used to be over 

me. I am their mayor. I’m the judge. So it has changed. It’s

50

---------- - * uavMvu. luu can i noid no long conver- 
sations with people getting ready to kill you, you see. “Well 
how many crosses is it!” he asked. ‘ ‘ How tall is the cross f ” I 
wasn’t about to get up off the floor to find out how tall the

I’m one of the people who has filed a lawsuit against almost 
ovawtr —— J   .

. . . - - ----------------^vuyic in cue auiu-
Mississippi. We had to. I drove out of my house and I was

XTeLtt'o6aZXt eZX^dZ  ̂ ^“eZ gXiTI

^vopuvii or wnat a gunny sack was ....
Have you ever been in a condition where there is no place

of us, heading to the place where we were denied the right to

1

Unita Blackwell
Bom March 13,1933, in Lula, Mississippi

people down to the courthouse. If you did th^you Zk you, 

own life in hand. You knew that you might die or if you 
happened to live that you would be beaten like Fannie Lou 
Hamer was beaten, till her body was just hard - ■ '

■Mt*_____ » ■ • • ■

- — » *■ - —— —— wuuuqxs kuab uiiey
were under, the feeling that they were hopeless and helpless.

W I WL

person. I’ve been to China fifteen times, Hong Kong thirty- 
six times, I’ve been to Switzerland, Rumania, India, Central 
America, and a lot of places. I still come home. I never left 
Mississippi.

I am the law. I am over the slave owners that used to be over 
me. I am their mayor. I’m the judge. So it has changed. It’s 
not that subtle thing that we have overcome yet. But that 
physical outward thing or that mental thing that they’re 
going to get you is not there anymore.

i
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going to have to get up and get registered to vote so that they 
can go home and lay down, ’cause they’re some sick people.” 
She was the conscience of all of us. She’d have you laughing 

u all the time. In the midst of chaos, we could laugh. 
„„ UCBl«a, uu ner ooay just hard a a ha^ n° idea that we were changing the whole political

We wanted to bring people out of L bondage that they nev^r be^ntn 7’ 7 T bUn011 °f Pe°Ple had

were under, the feeling that they were boneless and hdnl TL b anywhere, not politically astute people, sophisti-

Nothin’ from nothin’ leaves nothin’. We don’t
have nothin’, so we ain’t losing nothin’ and our life don’t 
mean nothin’ if we continue this way with no freedom.” I 
ws determined to have my rights as a citizen in this United

arrested every day, during one time, every day straight fot 

irty days. It may be seventy-five times I’ve been in jail 
They wouldn’t tell the black people when we were in jail' 
because then the Klan could get to us in jail. That’s how a lot 
of people were beaten up and killed.

In 1364 my whole sleep habits changed. I never sleep 
“rough the night, because that’s when the Klan came at us 
We d take turns, watching, walking, looking. You come talk­
ing about you ’re going to call the police ? You eouldn’t trust 
nobody because the police was the Klans. The police was 
burning the cross in my yard.

I called the FBI in Jackson. You can’t hold no long conver-

how many crosses is it!” he asked. “How tell i'the cross!”I

The first black woman 
mayor in Mississippi,
Unita Blackwell was 
elected mayor of May­
ersville in 1976. She 
was one of the key 
organizers of the
Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party,
which challenged the 
seating of the all-white 
delegation from that 
state to the Democratic
National Convention in
Atlantic City, New
Jersey, in 1964. She was 
the national president 
of the US.-China
People’s Friendship
Association from 1976 
to 1983. In 1983 she re­
ceived a master’s degree 
in regional planning 
from the University of
Massachusetts. She is 
the past chair of the
Black Women Mayor’s
Caucus and is currently 
serving as president of _____
the National Conference States. 
of Black Mayors.

It was our strength. When I see people heading up

about overnight and it didn’t come without pain, 

tional 1
civil nghts movement. The emotional violence was fear and

every day. They turned cars upside down, burned

It wasn’t just a song for us, “We Shall Over-

?^iMtiOn8,and d°il«.a11 these thin^ didn’t come

■ I think that a lot of people might have missed the----

the cross. Asked me did I have i
CTlin_“y 7ard’threW homemade"bomb;7t^ - d7riPtiOn °f

you can call for help!

We were denied and disenfranchised in Mississippi, so we 
--------  pcupre mignr nave missed the emo- party ^e^ad” ^r’ the Jdl3aisslpP1 Freedom Democratic 

violence, looking at the physical violence during the EtieCi^ bIacks and four whites to to

iffhts movement. THp .,^i_______ . ,

Honey, they’re just sick, their minds are sick. We’re just

Going to Atlantic City and coming back, we had incidents. 
When we were coming back, the Klan set up a roadblock. A 
very petite little woman from Hattiesburg came out with a 
knife like a razor and laid it around the [white] driver’s 
neck and told him if he stopped she would pull it We went 
straight through.
_ In 1986, we had a convention of the national Conference of

in limousines and fancy stuff with the police escort 
«... t— —  -V" . .. •

be seated twenty some years ago.

I visit countries. I worked on the normalization process be­
tween the United States and China as the people-to-people
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Gicendolyn Brooks
Bom June 7,1917, in Topeka, Kansas

Mafe'

I was talented and hoped that I would keep writing. My

don’t try to put all of a particular impression or inspiration 
on a single naee. You distill Pn»tTO U is*.

We would just walk into

me.

black

friends are against us going to South Africa. I have no inten

ever to be an honorary----------vaxv vampua UA wie university ot Califor­
nia at Berkeley, a young black fellow in the audience said, “I

i big, strong, courageous. And he wasn’t endlessly

people
which is a line I struggled over. So I I don’t like the idea of the black race being diluted out of

I
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I have to come to that paper excited. They always say, “You 

“ ™.yOnr P°em 80 beautifully-How does that happen 1 ” I say. 
When you ’re writing a poem, you ’re not sitting there all cold ‘ 

and dull and dim. You’re all excited.” I try to read poetry to 
give an impression of how I felt when I was writing it.

A'

stone Rangers. I started a workshop for those who were inter­
ested m writing.

The young people that I met in the late sixties-when 

i. . . . _ --------- —-™~d me. They gave me
books to read We talked and talked. They just absorbed me,

■i

woman, 
feel.r 
black

A
:ripts. 

written

read your poem so beautifully. How does that happen ? ’’’ I say 

and dull and dim. You ’re all ex'cited.” 11^" to read p^to 

give an impression of how I felt when I was writing it
‘ It is the morning of our love. ’ ’ It seemed like a beautiful 

simple way to start a love poem, but it was a mistake. I tell’ 
poets that when a line just floats into your head, don’t pay 
attention ’cause it probably has floated into somebody else’s

thing from the viewpoint of the dark-complexioned U^k 
-i. It expresses the way a lot of women of my complexion 
They have been neglected in favor of light-complexioned 
i women.

1 J6.8*1 * °n the campU3 of the University of CaUfor- 

hear you, Sister.” I low that “I hear ^.“sfeten”

0^0

Gwendolyn Brooks won 
the Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry in 1950 for her 
book, Annie Allen. She 
was the first black 
writer to win the pres­
tigious award. Consid­
ered “the Bard of 
Bronzeville,” she was 
also poet laureate of 
Illinois for sixteen 
years and poetry con­
sultant to the Library 
of Congress. Among her 
best-known works are A 
Street in Bronzeville 
(1945) and In the 
Mecca (1968), poetry 
collections, and Maud 
Martha (1953), a novel. 
Her autobiography, 
Report from Part One, 
was published in 1973. 
She lives in Chicago, 
her home since 
childhood.

head. Sure enough I found it in another poem. So now I 
don’t use that and the poem begins, “In a package of min-

which is this yearning toward black validation.
Malcolm X, who said he was not going to turn the other 

eheek, expressed the kind of sentiments I hold with. Here was 
a man—big, strong, courageous. And he wasn’t endlessly 
pushing to integrate with whites. He believed black people 
should love black people and value them above all others

I don t like the idea of the black race being diluted out of 
existence. I like the idea of all of us being here.

. _ ------Ecvpiv who taiK aoout beine
raised in white neighborhoods, who've seen virtually no 

dKn,t Want t0 1 jUSt “■*«««• ‘0
p alkmg because strange things begin to come out, one of

——V Happening, wnen Emmett Till was mur-

“We real C001’” 3hort- I eonld avoid 
I mean, that’s enlarging a point

Xted1 just 80 away and they11 be by whi= 

When I meet these young people who talk about beinp

utes, there is this ‘we,’ 
don’t expect to see it anywhere. i

! ■

something, because my own son was fourteen at the same 
time Emmett TUI was murdered at the age of fourteen.

Much of Maud Martha is autobiographical. I didn’t want 
to write about somebody who turned out to be a star ’cause 
most people don’t turn out to be stars. And yet their lives are 
just as sweet and just as rich as any others and often they are 
richer and sweeter.

_ Wb would just walk into a tavern and [poet] Haki 
n ,, J

‘ *----- ka/ somepoetry on you. And he would recite a poem. And if I could 
ppaH a nnfitw 1>'I.a ____« «

having drinks thrown at_______
^‘^but rfter Ml, these people were not there’to’listen to

y first four poems were published at the age of 
eleven. When I was fifteen, I began writing to 
people like James Weldon Johnson. He was 
very kind and sent back my manuscripts with 
marginal notes, little assistances. He thought

parents were delighted with all of this attention. There ra 
an enthusiasm that meant so much. But I would have gone on 
writing. I didn’t care what any of them said.

In writing poetry you’re interested in condensation so you 
don’t try to put all of a particular impression or inspiration 
on a single page. You distill. Poetry is life distilled. 

I have written poems about my response to some of the 
things that were happening. When Emmett Till was mur-

fc-''

I go to lots of prisons to recite poetry. What I usually do now 
----- “ have,tbe P^ers read also. They always have manuscripts.

I’m writing a book about Winnie Mandela. Most of my 
triCnds arp n mi in a* na Ci xt ax. * .

tion of going to South Africa 
white.

are so many blacks who are denying all blackness.
Th7-.^1I?k t ey Can tWinkle tbeir fin8ers at blackness'r

°f any.time tbat 1 choose to hav---------

pened, would-be revolutions of various kinds. ~

IT £“•?” Chieag° CaUe<1 the Bla»^tone 
gers About five thousand young blacks were in it So 

powerful were they that in 1967 when a television station 
wanted to come mto the neighborhood and make a documen- 
ZLT.TlT*’ We had t0 get poraission from the Black-

ested in writing. - ----------- "cre mrer-



Johnnetta Beisch Cole
Born October 13,1936, in Jacksonville, Florida

I
me.

experiences. .. .

both.
>men.
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Johnnetta Cole is the 
first black woman presi-, 
dent of Spelman ' 
College, the Atlanta in­
stitution whose proud 
tradition of educating 
women leaders dates 
from 1661. She holds 
advanced degrees in 
anthropology from 
Northwestern
University and was 
director of Latin 
American and
Caribbean Studies at 
Hunter College in New 
York City. She has pub­
lished books in the 
fields of anthropology 
and women’s studies.
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Systems of inequality tell you what you can and cannot do. 
Elaborate structures have to be built to convince you, be­
cause you know you can do it You just did it o

saw inequality. It was important to see descendants of slaves 
who came to the U.S. and in the late 1840s went back to 
Liberia, to see*them being Mr. Charlie and Miss Ann to those 

— black folk who—what ?—didn’t have the privilege of coming 
to America as slaves ? That relationship of inequality was not 
color-coded.

I had a friend who also served as my interpreter who taught 
me, very vividly, the power of language. If he wanted some­
thing from me he would call me “Mother, ’ ’ and he would use 
the Kissi word. If he was absolutely disgusted because for the 
ninety-ninth time I had made some faux pas culturally, he 
would just look at me, suck his teeth, and say, “My child.” 
But there was a third way that sent chills through my body- 
and he knew it. When he was angry he would call me 
“Missy.” He was saying, you are acting like a white Amer­
ican woman.

If folk can learn to be racist, then they can learn to be 
antiracist. If being a sexist ain’t genetic, then, dad gum, 
people can learn about gender equality.

I learned how to be the president of this college by watching 
black women more than by reading some manual.

I like the notion of being an intellectual, but there are all 
these women who were not an Ida B. Wells or Anna J. Cooper, 
but who were nevertheless intellectuals, political and aca­
demic leaders. What else can you call somebody who takes 
scruffy kids off the streets into the colored branch of the 
library and helps them love ideas? That’s an intellentnal

At the same time that I want this image of “sheroes, ” 
black sheroes, we’ve got to be careful, because if we focus too 
much on all of those who have made it, then we forget those 
who never could.

Black women who were in the day-to-day struggle learned 
that we were to take the notes and not chair the meetings, 
that we were to form the picket lines but not speak to the 
press. It’s a bitter experience when the assumption is that it’s 
for all of us, and then you find out it’s for some of us. It’s 
been a bitter experience for millions of black women who 
assumed that the women’s movement was for all of us and 
then we found out, one more time, for some of us. .. . 

Where are the women in black studies? Where are the 
black folks in women’s studies ? Black women get shut out of

grew up in a middle, upper-middle-class family. My 
great-grandfather was the founder of the first insur­
ance company in the state of Florida. We lived in this 
wonderful house, which sat in a wonderful location 
facing a gorgeous park. Idyllic stuff—palm trees, 

swimming pool, and swings. With one problem. That pool 
was for white folks only and those swings were not for me.

How do you explain that to a kid without creating the kind 
of anger and hostility which could boomerang? How do you 
do that without challenging the existence of a God, of a moral 
system, of a democratic process? I think one of the most 
extraordinary untold stories is the story of black parenting. 
What do you tell your kid—“Don’t worry, it’ll go away 
quickly”?

When we talk about feelings of solidarity, of kinship, of sis­
terhood, I think what we’re really talking about is shared 
experiences. ...

Everybody knows about “the kitchen” because when we 
were little girls sitting between those knees that served Uke 
locks, when they came with that brush or comb, you got ready 
because they would inevitably get to “ the kitchen, ’ ’ the nape 
of the neck, and you knew it was going to hurt.

But why call it “the kitchen”? Why not call it “the pan­
try”? I think, because the kitchen has been the most difficult 
place for us all our lives. When black women came home to 
their own kitchen after working in Miss Ann’s, there was 
that inevitable double shift When the black man came home, 
there was the notion that he ought to rest. The sister went to 
the kitchen to start again.

If we think that our daughters ought not to have to come 
home from a job and exclusively be the ones to do the second 
shift, washing the dishes, changing the clothes, and cleaning 
the house, then we’d better tell our sons that now. And they’d 
better learn to do that now. And if we think that our daugh­
ters ought to be in Congress next to our sons, we’d better let 
our sons know that now, so they get prepared to have women 
as colleagues.

Black women ain’t been put on no pedestals. Nine out of 
every ten black women worked in the fields alongside black 
men. But every time we have this image of slavery, there she 
is, either setting the table for master or getting in his bed. 
This myth of black women profiting at the expense of black 
men is the oldest rap around. It’s been, unbelievably impor­
tant to keep it going, to divide black men from black women. 
I spent two years in Liberia during the sixties. There I was in 
a country for the first time in my life where I was in the 
majority, a land of black folk. And it was important that I
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Marva Nettles Collins
Bom August 31,1936, in Monroeville, Alabama

I

If you went to college in Alabama, you were a celebrity. The

me.
In here the children correct us. They’ll say, “Mrs. Collins,Kt; o mvvwwuv xaa 3 "jC j'OU COl

B those people caring about you, depending on you.

We teach our children here. When they give us sloppy I don’t want to be wealthy. I don’t need that kind of newer 
>rk, we ask them. “Would von o-i™ th,'. n___ ■ ... , .. . y “on t need that kind of power.

>-

I think what everybody calls a miracle is just common sense,

I

j
the new order emerging in our society.
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Power is when I walk into this school and these little kids’ 
eyes hold wonder like a cup;

grew up in a very nurtured background. I never had to 
worry about money, clothing, and things. My dad and 
I were very close friends. I could ask him questions 
and we would sit and talk until the wee hours of the 
morning.

0
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1

Marva Collins founded 
Westside Preparatory 
School in Chicago in 
1975 to educate the 
young children of 
Chicago’s mean streets. 
Using pension funds 
from fourteen years of 
teaching in public 
schools, she built a 
schoolroom in her home. 
That school, which now 
occupies two buildings,, 
has grown from eigh­
teen students to 250 
and from skepticism to 
success, partly with the 
help of proceeds from 
the 1981 television 
movie, The Marva 
Collins Story.

I
j

bad all over this country. You can actually get

Kl nn. a j °----------- uy raMJ'niUK llOVT IO maKC 1’-
| When my dad would see black women walking to work in for true and F for false and check marks
I the mornings, I used to hear him give off a litany of words, -- --
|; saying he would die before he let his family work in the
K kitchens of white folks.
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established some rapport with him first. I can grab them, but 
I love them first.

W -
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What I do concerns me, not what people think. There is a line 
one of my children told a white kid once. We had taken them 
to a play and the white kid called one of them a nigger. The 
little nine-year-old looked and said, “No wise man will insult 
me and no fool can.” I’ve always remembered that. I learn 
from children too. ...

Our kids change their parents. These kids are going to be

really. You can look at the attitudes when people come in. 
That’s why they call it a miracle. These are black kids and 
they’re not supposed to know the things they know and 
achieve the way they are achieving.

Schools are I
through high-school in America by knowing how to make T

I don’t know whether we in this country have become anes­
thetized or we’re suffering from senility.

We are going to have to try to have our own high school

| minister had you stand in church and all the people would They learn to shut up, theyTara to Zkrit^HereXylre

| give you a quarter or fifty cents, what they could. You didn’t free, free to disagree with
c get into trouble because in your mind’s eye you could see all

*
' This school is all about service. Every child has to tutor five 
r other children in their neighborhood. It’s part of our motto; 
| Entrance to learn, exit to serve.

We have a saying here that each of us checks our ego at the 
door in the morning when we come in. There is no place here 
for majestic egos.

work, we ask them, “Would you give this to God!” And if 
they say, “No,” we say, “We don’t want it either.” If it’s 

I. sloppy, it goes in the garbage pail. “ I love you very much, but 
| this is where it goes. Now, do it over.”

I’ve always said that with my own children. I disagree 
3 ’’ith.yo'i right now but I love you all the time.
s I get a real kick out of a real tough kid because I know that 
| I’m going to break him. We had a white kid last year that was 

seventeen and his mother landed up here from South Car- 
■ olina. Eric was v ’ * _

eo^d“2 read’ “d one day he nie a jungle bunny. I

jungle bunny, Mrs. Collins will take offense to it Bight now 
I love you. ’ ’ And he had to learn how to read, write, and spell 
those words.

I’ve seen brilliant kids labeled “learning disabled” be­
cause a teacher didn’t know what to do with them. The ques­
tion that always lurks in my mind is. What would I do if this 
was my child!

We talk about violence in the classroom, but no one ever 
mentions a teacher grabbing a kid. That’s part of this disci- 

| pline problem. You just don’t grab a kid unless you have 

kl
&

that’s wrong, you made a mistake. ’ ’ And I ’ll say, ‘ ‘ You are so 
bright, I want to be just like you when I grow up”

I can never teach your children everything they need to 
know. But I can teach them to be curious and discontent.

Every child in this school has the greatest respect in the 
world. I never have to raise my voice and scream because I am 
what I want them to be.

■ •
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terns all over the world come into this very spartan facility to

not have to conform.



Ruby Dee
Bom October 27,1937, in Cleveland, Ohio

Y
reason-

more marriages than you have divorces within the marriage, .
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ou just try to do everything that comes up. Get 
up an hour earlier, stay up an hour later, make 
the time. Then you look back and say, “Well, 
that was a neat piece of juggling there—school, 
marriage, babies, career.” The enthusiasms took 

me through the action, not the measuring of it or the

Ruby Dee’s luminous 
performances on stage, 
in film, and on tele- ' 
vision have made her 
one of the most recog­
nized actresses in 
America. From her first 
major Broadway role in 
Anna Lucasta in 1946, 
she developed into a 
versatile performer 
whoset extensive credits 
include productions of 
A Raisin in the Sun, 
Purlie Victorious, 
Taming of the Shrew, 
Boesman and Lena, 
Buck and the Preacher, 
I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings, and
Checkmates. She has 
worked with her hus­
band, actor-author Ossie 
Davis, on numerous 
projects, notably the 
1981 television series 
With Ossie and Ruby. 
Her most recent collec­
tion of poetry, My One 
Good Nerve, was pub­
lished in 1986.

We did a series on PBS [WitA Ossie and Ruby] that was 
really very satisfying, good work that we were proud of. We 
worked with a lot of authors that we admired. We traveled bn 
tour, exploring, talking about authors, and introducing peo­
ple to those who put the “black experience” in perspective 
and made us look at ourselves outside of the great problem of 
racism and white folks.

Practically every woman I read I fall in love with. I appre­
ciate women like Alice Walker, Margaret Walker, Toni Mor­
rison, Rosa Guy, Toni Cade Bambara. They put me in context 
as a person. They did a lot for me. I’ve always studied liter­
ature in school—French, Spanish, and English literature. I 
wasn’t really aware of the astonishing work of black people 
until I got out of college.

ableness.
I like the idea of people striving to be better and to make 

the world better. The world has improved mostly through 
people who are unorthodox, who do unorthodox things. 
They’re always shaking up the establishment. When we saw 
such people, we appreciated them and did what we could to 
support them.

That’s what being young is all about. You have the courage 
and the daring to think that you can make a difference. 
You’re not prone to measure your energies in time. You’re 
not likely to live by equations.

Marriage is a process, we’ve discovered. The wedding is the 
event. It takes a long time to be really married. One marries 
many times at many levels within a marriage. If you have 

you’re lucky and you stick it out
We just did what we had to. And to feel the consequences 

... well, they just were. Life for an actor is tough anyway, so 
how can you tell what’s contributing to it! What’s contribut­
ing to the toughness in our life!

I absolutely love acting, when I’m acting. I absolutely love 
writing, when I’m writing. I tend to write things that are not 
serious better than I do things that are serious. That sur­
prised me about myself

■

We’re doing a mad dance just trying to find out how to exist 
in this world. Racism just blinds us to the real problems that 
face us all. It’s easier and more dramatic to say, “Oh, white 
folks are terrible and men are dogs and there’s a lot of un­
fairness.” And I say, “So this is life.” But I get angry, too.

Racism, feelings of superiority, it’s a sickness. I truly be­
lieve that racism is taking second place to classism. Classism 
and greed are making insignificant all other kinds of isms.

I see great progress in the growth of white America. I like 
to look at that part of it I like to see that we’re growing 
closer together as people. I think maybe there’s growth in the 
undertow.

I don’t call myself an optimist. I dare not judge the world 
because the fools have written it this way or drawn it or 
treated it so, or that people come on the scene and think that the 
world begins and ends at this time with me and with them.

i
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Althea Gibson
Born August 25,1927, in Silver, South Carolina
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I knew that I was an unusual, talented girl through the grace 
of God. I didn't need to prove that to myself I only wanted to 
prove it to my opponents.

Before the singles finals at Wimbledon they came into the 
locker room to show us how to curtsy to the Queen when we 
were introduced on Centre Court—which I did, I thought, 
very gracefully. Upon winning the championship, she came 
down on Centre Court to present me with the trophy. That 
was quite an honor.

Buddy Walker was the first to help me. After seeing me play 
paddle tennis in forty-two or forty-three, he gave me my first 
tennis racket and introduced me to the Cosmopolitan Tennis 
Club up on Convent Avenue. The teaching pro at the club was 
Fred Johnson. He lost his left arm in the war, and believe it 
or not, he was the one who taught me the service toss and 
racket preparation. With one arm.

I played and practiced most of my life in Harlem on 
boards, on wood. Fastest court surface in the world. Balls 
come at you like bullets. That helped me when I played on 
other fast surfaces like grass at Wimbledon.

I learned paddle tennis with a friend of mine on 143rd 
Street. She and I were competitors. The young boys who 
played on another court up the block heard about me and 
challenged me. And I accepted. I played it all—basketbail, 
shuffleboard, badminton, volleyball. I just loved to play.

After being the black champion of the American Tennis As­
sociation for ten consecutive years I felt I was ready. After 
fifty-six nobody could beat me. ...

I had the best serve in women’s tennis.. I had the best 
overhead in women’s tennis. And I had the most killing vol­
ley in women’s tennis.

You got to know your opponent. You got to know their 
strengths, their weaknesses, see how they move, what balls 
they don’t like. Once I know this, they only see the ball at 
their weak points, not their strengths.

I was ruthless on the tennis court. Win at any cost. I be­
came an attacker. If your first serve ain’t good, Ill knock it 
down your throat. It just so happened that I had the talent to 
win at another level instead of being the meanie on the tennis 
court.

hen I was younger I just stayed away from 
home. All I ^did was maybe ride the sub­
ways back and forth and walk various sec­
tions of New York. They called me a way­
ward child. When I did come home, I knew

what to expect when my father came home. Not a spankin ’, a 
whippin’.

My parents were doing their best to raise me, but I just 
didn’t let ’em. When I was given a ticker-tape parade after 
winning Wimbledon in fifty-seven, you could see no prouder 
parents of any child in life than my mother and father.

I first played at Wimbledon in 1951. My very first match was 
scheduled for the famed Centre Court. I made a vow to my­
self: Althea, you’re not going to look around.~You’re-not 
going to listen to any calls or remarks. All you are going to 
do is watch the tennis ball. I did"that. I didn’t acknowledge 
the referees’ calls; whatever they said, okay fine. I won the 
first set six-love. Then I looked around at the nineteen- to 
twenty-thousand spectators as if to say, “How do you like 
that!” But then after that I lost the second set six-love 
because I lost my concentration.

Althea Gibson was the 
first black American to 
play tennis at the U.S. 
Open (1950) and. 
Wimbledon, England 
(1951). With her tri­
umph in the women’s 
singles and doubles at 
the prestigious English 
tournament in 1957, she 
became the first black 
tennis player to win 
that championship. 
Later that year she 
added the UE. women’s 
singles title at Forest 
Hills, and in 1958 she 
repeated the same 
round of victories. Her 
autobiography, I 
Always Wanted to Be 
Somebody, was pub­
lished in 1958. She 
joined the Ladies’ 
Professional Golf 
Association in 1963 and, 
in 1988, she was ap­
pointed special consul­
tant to the New Jersey 
Governor’s Council of 
Physical Fitness in 
Sports.
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Clara McBride Hale
Bom April 1,1905, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Being black does not stop you. Yon can sit out in the world 
and say, “Well, white people kept me back, and I can’t do 
this.” Not so. You can have anything you want if you make 
up your mind and you want it You don’t have to crack 
nobody across the head, don’t have to steal or anything. 
Don’t have to be smart like the men up high stealing all the 
money. We’re good people and we try.

I’m not going to retire again. Until I die, I’m going to keep 
doing. My people need me. They need somebody that’s not 
taking from them and is giving them something.

We ’re going to open a place for children with AIDS be­
cause there's no cure and these children will die. People shun 
them and it’s not their fault. I want them to live a good life 
while they can and know someone loves them.

In 1969,1 decided I wouldn’t take care of no more children. 
Then my daughter sent me a girl with an addict baby. Inside 
of two months I had twenty-two babies living inafive-rbdm 
apartment. My decision to stop didn’t mean anything. It 
seems as though God wanted them. He kept sending them, 
and He kept opening a way for me to make it. It’s been over 
six hundred addicted babies.

We hold them and rock them. They love you to tell them 
how great they are, how good they are. Somehow, even at a 
young age, they understand that. They’re happy and they 
turn out well.

A
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issues.” That’s what happened with my mother. She had all
the features of the master and she was as fair.

But she was a fair woman, I mean, not only in color. She
. knew what was happening and she taught this. She kept

saying, ‘ ‘ I want you to hold your head up and be proud of
yourself. We were brought over and we were enslaved all this
time, but it’s over now. You’re supposed to be free, but you
aren’t free. Remember that.”

My husband and I had dreams of what we were going to do
with our children. We dreamed that they’d grow up and be
what they want to be and have a good life. My first child was
Nathan, Nathan Hale. Oh, I was really an American. I
wanted them to know.

My husband died when my daughter Lorraine was five and
Nathan was six There was no way under the sun that they
would give you any other job except domestic jobs. And that
meant being away all day from these poor little children who
had nobody.

So I decided to take in other people’s children. They were
coming for five days and going home Saturday and Sunday.
But they got so they didn't want to go home. They wanted to It’s back to being very bad for black people now. But I ’ll live 

through that, too. If I don’t, I have a daughter that will 
carry on. I have grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
They have the same feeling. When I’m gone, somebody else 
will take it up and do it. This is how we’ve lived all these 
years.

I'm hoping that one day there will be no Hale House, that 
we won’t need anybody to look after these children, that the 
drugs will be gone.

I’m not an American hero. I’m a person that loves 
children.

Mother Hale opened the 
doors of Hale House in 
a Harlem brownstone in 
1973 to provide a life­
saving environment for 
the babies of young 
drug-addicted mothers. 
Hundreds of children 
have returned to health 
and to their rehabili­
tated parents after liv­
ing and being loved in 
this unique program, 
which m administered 
by her daughter, Dr. 
Lorraine Hale. In 1985, 
President Ronald 
Reagan cited Mother 
Hale as an “American

*
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stay with me altogether. So the parents would give me an 
extra dollar, and that meant I kept them all the time. My 
daughter said she was at least eleven years old before she 
realized that these were not her sisters and brothers.

So I raised forty. Every one of them went to college, every 
one of them graduated, and they have lovely jobs. They’re 
some of the nicest people. Anything they wanted to do, I 
backed them up. I have singers, dancers, preachers, and 
things like that. They’re schoolteachers, lawyers, doctors, 
anything else. No big name or anything, but they’re 
happy.
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y mother always had a house full of children. 
She had four children and all the neighbors' 
children came to our house.

You couldn’t tell that my mother was not 
white. See, my grandmother, they said she was

a beautiful woman. She was a slave and the master gave her 
s: my mother. They had some mulattoes that they called “free
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It took me many years to be able to sing, because I wasn’t a
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never lost sight of that.
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My father was a gambler and a racketeer. Because he knew When I was sent South early, I lived with people who existed
’ - bow loathsome life was, he taught me a lot He gave me all the on leavings from white people’s tables. Then, in the sixties

.■ I at"!et knowledK« I needed to survive. when I went South, when I went back and found people that
My father used to have thftRft old savinirs lilrp! 1 ‘ Dnn’t tmrf ho/l ™i___t_________ . it- , .. . -r
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Mine a DiacK
• > office and said, “
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have no place to put this anger. 77
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Until I struck this man in a nightclub in Hollywood [ for his 
racist insult], I never knew that anybody knew anything 
about me. I got telegrams from black people saying, “How 
wonderful, we didn’t know.” I just automatically thought 
that black people knew that if you were black, you were going 
to catch hell. They thought because I was me that I wasn’t 
catching hell.

It was a damn fight everywhere I was, every place I 
worked, in New York, in Hollywood, all over the world.

I
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was a 
rough process. Mississippi, it killed me, but it woke me up. 
And I cried for the first time in many years.

As an artist I had been very rigid and cold. When I sang in 
Mississippi, in a church there, my heart just broke. When I 
was with my own people, I began to be a better artist and 
performer. I turned my prejudice loose.

Don't be afraid to feel as angry or as loving as you can, 
because when you feel nothing, it’s‘just death.

Singer, actress, and leg­
endary beauty, Lena 
Horne began her career 
at sixteen as a chorus 
girl at the Cotton Club 
in Harlem. Almost fifty 
years later she starred 
in a retrospective, Lena 
Horne: The Lady and 
Her Music, the longest- 
running one-woman 
show in Broadway his­
tory. She performed in 
the 1940s’ film classics, 
Cabin in the Sky and 
Stormy Weather, and in 
the Broadway musical 
Jamaica. In 1984 she 
was honored by the 
Kennedy Center for 
lifetime achievement in 
the performing arts, 
and in 1987 she received 
the Pied Piper Award 
from the American 
Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers.
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Lena Home
Bom June 30,1917, in Brooklyn, New York

■ My grandmother took me to her meetings from the time I 
was little until I was fifteen. She was in the Urban League, 
the NAACP, and the Ethical Culture Society. I was sur­
rounded by adult activities. I’m glad because if I hadn’t had 
that from her, then the other side of my life, which was more 
bleak, might have finished me.

I’m glad I lived through the sixties, because that’s the first 
time and the last time I saw a commingling of whites and 
blacks with an attitude that started out to be very right and 
very healthy. And then, of course, it was over. But I saw it 
and that did me a lot of good.

I never thought I’d live this long to see this kind of ruin, 
decimation. My own people are so disillusioned, desperate, 
and angry. Angrier than in the sixties, I think, except they

cause she’d say, “Don’t be as weak as your mother.” Well, 
that was the fight that strengthened me, because I would take

ii up for my mother.
I wanted to be a teacher. I got sidetracked through my eouidn’t get a place to live, so I fought for housing The 

that my mother was on the stage. In those days, we were
jr, freaks, and my mother was a freak. There was no respect for

her. My mother had this crazy idea about me being a star.
She didn’t understand anything. Her mother had raised her
to be a little princess.
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j. vE? My father 10 have theae 01d sayings ‘ ‘Don trust had taken ®are of me when I was a little girl, I found that I
no bush that quivers.” He paid off the cops and was allowed * ....

• . to run rackets. He used to say, “Don’t whine, pay the
bill,” if you owe it

Out there in Hollywood, I
—*.______ * ••

y grandmother [my father’s mother] said, I’ ‘ " . . ..
Don’t let anybody see you cry. Hold your natural singer. I could carry a tune, but that was about it.

head up very^traight, look at people, and an- My own people didn’t see me as a performerLecause they 
swer them or question them distinctly.” And were busy trying to make a living and feed themselves. Until
‘be^er woman’s thing would come out be- I got to Caf<5 Society in the forties, I didn’t even have a black

audience and then it was mixed.
I was always battling the system to try to get to be with my 

people. Finally, I wouldn’t work for places that kept us out. I

mother into show business. My grandmother couldn’t bear it fact of living had to be fought, because I was black 
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was a part of something bigger than myself.
The impact of them killing Medgar Evers hit me so hard 

because I saw him and his wife doing, God, this fantastic 
work in that place. It brought me back to life. Then I be- 

[ was completely isolated. I went longed, finally. I think I earned my way back, but it 
through some funny times because they didn’t know what

| black people were like. Me and the shoeshine boy were the

only two black people out there at the studio, most every day.
My father had scared them to death. I think that was the

first time a black man had ever come into Louis B. Mayer’s

---- , ‘I don’t want my daughter in this mess.”
There was all this kind of crap that, in our business, par­
ticularly, is sexual. He was so articulate and so beautiful,
they just said, “Well, don’t worry.” And they didn’t know
what to do with me.

I was unique in that I was a kind of black that white people
could accept. I was their daydream. I had the worst kind of
acceptance because it was never for how great I was or what I
contributed. It was because of the way I looked.

I made a couple of stands out there at MGM and I was
encouraged on the surface. But the very people that I had
admired and written to for advice to turn down these parts,
were sending their sisters or their cousins.
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Jean Blackwell Hutson
Bom September 7,1914, in Summerfield, Florida
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J- got into trouble with Mr. Schomburg. 
j t_____ ______ . v _ xi

-1; I Arir hue. So one night I stayed and arranged these books by 
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2 /; "e8roes Daa no History. 1 think that’s when he s 

. g; lectmg every evidence he could find on Negroes. 
Schomburg had a different concept of our h

rican
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often said that he was inspired by bad teaching. He and some 
other dark-skinned boys in his native Puerto Rico had asked 
why they didn’t study Negro history and they were told that

His books had been catalogued by the Dewey Decimal Sys­
tem, but he had ignored that and he kept the books in his 
rarest collection arranged by the height of their spine and

M

For thirty-two years, 
Jean Blackwell Hutson 
guided the development 
of the Schomburg 
Center for Research in 
Black Culture, the 
world’s most compre­
hensive collection of 
materials documenting 
the history and culture 
of peoples of African 
descent. From curator 
in 1948 to chief until 
1980, she worked to ac­
quire, catalogue, and 
exhibit materials under 
the auspices of the New 
York Public Library. 
She lectured on history 
at the City College of 
New York for over a de­
cade and retired in

il tea

One of the main things the Schomburg does is supply the 
ammunition for change. It is a part of the public library, 
open to everybody, everywhere. You don’t have to be regis­
tered at the university to have access to the materials. You 
don’t have to pay an admission fee to come in, and the cata­
logue is available all around the world. That has been and 
continues to be the opportunity that the Schomburg offers.

Kwame Nkrumah [then the president of Ghana] sent a very 
eloquent letter for W.E.B. Du Bois’s ninetieth birthday in 
which he paid tribute to what the Schomburg had meant to 
him. That was where he got a chance to read his own history. 
He wanted this kind of library for his young people.

That was how I went to work at the Africans collection at 
the University of Ghana in the 1964-65 semester. It was 
really a very liberating experience for me. I remember feel­
ing ashamed of being fifty years old, an old lady. But being 
in Africa meant that I was respected and sought after. I

In 1936,1 received a telegram to come here to work at the old 
135th Street branch library. I was substituting for the li­
brarian of the Schomburg Collection, which was on the top 
floor, while she was out on maternity leave. In my freshness I

with slavery, as if this was the beginning. This collection was 
purchased by the New York Public Library in 1926, and it 
became the center of all sorts of meetings.

It took me ten years to return as curator of the Schomburg. 
When the Schomburg Collection was transferred from the 
branch libraries to the research libraries [in 1972 and re­
named the Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture], I remember one man said that the branch libraries 
loved people and the research libraries loved books.

I cleaned out a storehouse of uncatalogued materials, four 
closets of stuff. We got all that material catalogued. Some of 
it was fabulous. There was a WPA [Works Progress Admin, 
istration] art project on Negroes in the history of New York.

you and call you a nigger. But they didn’t care that much.
I was at the Harlem Library and that was when Langston 

[Hughes] and Ralph [Ellison] and the boys used to come 
and sit in the library and talk. That’s where I first knew John 
Henrik Clark and I met Richard Wright that way.

was born three months premature. My father was 
about to knock up this little wooden box to bury me in, 
so he told me. He could hardly hit the nails, he was 
crying so hard. Then I started yelling and I’ve been 
talking ever since.

3
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He said that the Harlem Renaissance inspired the political 
independence movements of Africa. Every last one of them 

_ first had the writing and the musical expression before the 
Pnbtical explosion.

A.£ter 1 left th® Schomburg Collection I became the guinea

1______ _
During the Harlem Renaissance people came from the Ca-

_ . our history. His
collection included nonbook materials, because he found __________ ___  _ ouu^ut axbci- i

°bjec^ ”ore revealing of African history really was surprised how at home I felt and liberated. And 
then I realized that it was my first experience being accepted 
as a person without regard to race.

One of the most rewarding experiences I had was opening 
up the Africans collection. It was very good, but it was lim­
ited to people who lived and stayed on the African continent. 
One day I just couldn’t stand it I went in and had a three- 
hour session with the head librarian, an Englishman who 
had worked all his life on the African continent. He finally 
conceded that those of us who lived abroad were still Af­
ricans, that we were still making our contribution to the 
continent and still had a place in the African collection. I 
was proud that I left that collection with historical and geo­
graphical boundaries greatly extended.

I 
w

i the decimal system so that everybody else could locate them 
[ from the card catalogue. When he came in the next day, he 
•. couldn’t find anything. He forbade me to come back into the 

place. We had had an amiable relationship until then.
He was a very cordial, loquacious, arty person to know. He 

i often said that he was inspired by bad teachine. He and some

IpEL “V « siuay ivegro nistory ana tney were told that 
Jp. Negroes had no history. I think that’s when he started col-

hOj.

to go and work in other branch libraries where, sup- 
. Posedly, no Negroes could work. I learned that customers 

fea ly didn't care what color handed them the books, unless 
y°<i didn’t find what they wanted. Then they might look at

' nbbean as well as from the South and brought together all 
Ulis ““Piration and protest Leopold S4dar Senghor, the Af- 

scholar [and long-time president of Senegal], feels 
that art and literature are the precursors of political activity. 

” ................. ...... — — — ..... vttl
independence movements of Africa. Every last one of them

than books. Schomburg’s library was one that incorporated 
; -’.a ’ the idea of Negroes in the other parts of the world as well as 

? th.®kU“ited States> whereas the other collections all started 
p Jv ”■* ■' ' ..................



Toni Morrison
Bom February 18,1931, in Lorain, Ohio
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remember myself as surrounded by extraordinary 
adults who were smarter than me. I was better edu­
cated, but I always thought that they had true wisdom 
and I had merely book learning. It was only when I 
began to write that I was able to marry those two

I

When the Pulitzer was awarded, the response in many quar­
ters—white, black, male, female, young and old—was “we.” 
“We did it!” It*had a sense of hallelujah about it. But it’s 
foolish to surrender to that because it interferes with work. 
I’d begin to think of myself in my sleep as Toni Morrison 
comma Pulitzer Prize, and never get anything done.

Writing wonderful books is not going to make me a won­
derful person. I alone can improve myself and make myself 
more like the person I would like to grow to be.

I hate ideological whiteness. I hate when people come into 
my presence and become white. I’d just been elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and a man whom I 
used to read in anthologies came up to me and said, “Hello, 
welcome to the Academy.” Then his third sentence was about 
his splendid black housekeeper. This little code saying, “I 
like black people or I know one, ’ ’ is humiliating for me—and 
should have been for him.

In the beginning, people asked me a lot of questions about 
whether I consider myself a black writer or a woman writer. 
I was fighting shy of labels that had quite other meanings. 
Obviously, any artist wants to feel that there is something in 
her work that all peoples of the world are receptive to. On the 
other hand, I did not want to be erased. I didn t want my 
blackness to be erased, I didn’t want my femininity to be 
erased. I wanted it to be very clear that “universal” is not 
for me a buzzword for not political or not ethnic.

If you ’re going to hold someone down you ’re going to have to 
hold onto the other end of the chain. You are confined by 
your own system of repression.

My job is to not become anybody’s creature, not the pub­
lisher’s, not the critical establishment’s, not the media’s, not 
anybody’s. I’m not doing anyone justice, not the women’s 
movement, not the black movement, not novels, not anyone, if 
I toe the line. I want to write better. Think better. I don’t 
know how not to want that. And better for me may not be in 
step with what is current and prevailing.

When I first began to write, I was a little breathless, be­
cause I wasn’t sure that a particular expression or sensibility 
would be there tomorrow. And one can panic under those 

Toni Morrison is one of 
America’s most cele­
brated and successful 
novelists. She was 
awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction in 
1988 for her fifth novel, 
Beloved, and received 
the National Book 
Critics Award for Song 
of Solomon in 1978. 
She was an editor at 
Random House for two 
decades and was the 
Albert Schweitzer 
Professor of Humanities 
at the State University 
of New York at Albany 
before assuming the 
Robert Goheen 
Professorship in the 
Humanities Council at 
Princeton in 1989.

circumstances. Then you learn that, yes, you may forget the 
perfect sentence you thought of in a traffic jam, it may not 
come back. And"then you realize it doesn’t matter because a 
better one will come.

_ I never played it safe in a book. I never tried to play to the 
gallery. For me, it was this extraordinary exploration. You 
have to be willing to think the unthinkable.

I always think I'm at some archaeological site and I find 
this shard, a little piece of pottery and then I have to invent 
the rest. But first I have to go to the place, move the dirt, find 
why I am there. What’s interesting here, why are you fright­
ened, what is it that keeps nagging you ’ Then you see some­
thing, it may be a color, an image, a voice, and you build from 
it

Being a black woman novelist is a novel position. When I 
turned in the manuscript of The Bluest Eye in 1968, there 
was a lot of interest in certain kinds of black expression. But 
I had written something separate from the harangue and the 
confusion. The company that published my first book didn’t 
have any sense of my being a person who could write a second 
one. They weren't buying a writer, they were buying that one 
book because it was black—not because they thought it was 
any good.

You can’t evolve good criticism until you have good books. 
I was in publishing and felt that white editors didn’t always 
give black writers the respect of serious and rigorous editing 
that they deserved. And it was hard to get the balanced 
attention of the critics and reviewers because they wanted to 
talk about anything but political implications. Then they 
started talking about the political implications and they 
never talked about the artistic strategies. They didn’t give 
you two legs to walk on, always one.

Now the reading of black fiction is becoming system­
atically analyzed. There is the emergence of theories of crit­
icism that address the art and its culture.
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Constance Baker Motley
Bom September 14,1921, in New Haven, Connecticut

grew up in New Haven in a community where people this century. In the next century, there may be some other
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When you see black people on television brushing their teeth... . . ~ - ---------------------------------- r'-'-r*'-utuguiuK tueir. black people to use it more. When he had a meeting to hear with Colgate like everybody else, that says much more than

go.
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The demand of people going into the legal profession today is 
to be well prepared educationally. Two law clerks that I had 
had PhDs, then they went to law school. That’s the kind of 
competition you’re talking about.

It was 1940, and I had finished high school and wasn’t in 
college. A very successful businessman who had built a com­
munity center for blacks was very concerned about getting

worked. Our house was like a halfway house for people 
coming from Nevis, ah island in the Caribbean where 
my parents—and Alexander Hamilton—were born. 
Everybody we knew worked at Yale washing dishes or

any civil rights activist or orator. When whites turn on tele­
vision and see black people the same as white people, sub­
consciously they are accepting this tremendous change which

When President Lyndon 
Johnson appointed
Constance Baker 
Motley to the United 
States District Court in 
1966, she became the 
first black woman to be 
a federal judge. One of 
the courtroom tacticians 
of the civil rights move­
ment, she worked for 
twenty years with the 
NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund. She was the only 
woman elected to the 
New York Senate in 
1964, and has been the 
only woman Manhattan 
borough president 
(1965—66). Beginning 
in 1982, she served four 
years as Chief Judge of 
the Southern District of 
New York, and in 1986 
she assumed senior 
judge status.

went to integrated schools. There were very few blacks in New 
Haven at that time so we didn’t encounter a great deal of 

ifi hostility from the whites. In fact, many were patronizing. 
They did things for blacks. That was the thing to do.

A

The idea of getting greater political power is something 
which young blacks are concentrating on. Someday there’ll 
be a black governor in Georgia and all the other southern 
states where they have large black populations. Something 
which we think is impossible how is not impossible in another 
decade.

I ...

i l

movement equally spectacular in terms of legal decisions, but 
the Supreme Court decisions of 1954 to ’64 are exceptional in 
terms of their constitutional significance. In one case after 
the other, segregation was stricken as unconstitutional. This 
resulted in a revolution in this country—a social revolution. 

Birmingham in 1954 and ’55, that was a scary place. Now

I would live long enough to see that much change.
I think the Meredith case was the most frightening, be­

cause we had no protection. James Meredith [ in 1962 the first 
black to attend the University of Mississippi] believed that 
he was going to be shot and killed in the black community by 
some black paid to kill him.

from people in the community, I said I thought the reason
blacks were not participating was because they were not on
the board of directors. To many black adults that was an
insensitive thing to say. They viewed me as a young person has come into society.

The suggestion that women should be equal and have a job 
that a man might have touches people in a very sensitive way. 
It is not as readily accepted as the idea of equality for 
blacks; I think there is much more trouble with that. That's a 
really deep revolution.

Had I been economically successful, that would have been 
a problem for my husband. But I wasn’t any threat because I 
wasn’t making any money. When I was working for the 
NAACP, in the very early days, I’d have to borrow lunch 
money from him.

I don’t know any of my classmates at Columbia who have 
been particularly successful. Financially, I guess some have. 
But they don’t see their names in law books. I do. I feel good 
about that

who just didn’t know how to act.
The next day I got a call from the black director of the 

community center to go see this businessman, Clarence 
Blakeslee. He said he would be glad to pay for my college 
education. He asked me what I wanted to be. I said I wanted 
to be a lawyer. He didn’t believe that women could make it in 
law, but he figured that if I had that ambition who was he to 
say no. So he said, “Just let me know when you’re ready to

I finished college [Fisk and New York University] in two 
and a half years and Columbia Law School in 1946. Yes, he 
was able to see me finish

w ■
w
w •1 waiting on tables or whatever. Nevisians believed in helping

each other. There was no sitting around doing nothing. 
We always lived in an integrated neighborhood and I always it has eme°rged and they hTveT black m7yor. I nX^ough"* -

. tt- '

You can’t invent events. They just happen. But you have to 
/ be prepared to deal with them when they happen.

When I was in my senior year at Columbia I got a job as a 
clerk with Thurgood Marshall, who was then the head of the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund. For me that was a stroke of 
luck because I got in on the ground floor of the civil rights 

’J ? *e|?a* revolution.
I got a chance to actually try cases, argue cases in the 

Courts of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court. You 
know, the average lawyer never even sees the Supreme Court, 

‘ M iet a'one gets to argue a case there.
I was a part of a civil rights movement, involved in spee- 

W ^rdar legal victories which we are not going to duplicate in
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Bom February 10,1927, in Laurel, Mississippi
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You should always know when you’re shifting gears in life. 
You should leave your era, it should never leave you.

Now I’m doing recitals, orchestra things, master classes. If 
somebody thinks I can still sing, I’ve got a wheelchair in the 
wings. But I have not retired. From pressure I have retired, 
but I’m not ever going to retire from anything else.

My mother took me to see Marian Anderson. When I saw this 
wonderful woman come from the wings in this white satin 
dress, I knew instantly: one of these days, I’m going to come 
out of the wings. I don t know what color the dress is going to 
be but I’m going to be center stage, right there, where I saw 
her. The light dawned. It was a magic moment.

I never thought any institution was more important than 
myself. I think that happens, for example, in Hollywood. You 
let the institution take you over and you are vulnerable, 
which means that when they get ready, they can discard you.

I wasn’t uncomfortable singing at the inaugural ceremony 
for my friend William Winter, the governor of Mississippi, 
because I thought I belonged there. It was as much my cap­
ital as his.

We should not have a tin cup out for something as impor­
tant as the arts in this country, the richest in the world. 
Creative artists are always begging, but always being used 
when it’s time to show us at our best.

When Leontyne Price 
debuted at the 
Metropolitan Opera ' 
House in 1961, she re­
ceived a rapturous 
forty-two-minute ova­
tion for her perfor­
mance as Leonora in II 
Trovatore. The seventh 
black person to make a 
Metropolitan debut, she 
was the first to achieve 
worldwide status as 
“prima donna assoluta.” 
During her career of al­
most a quarter-century, 
she received major hon­
ors, including eighteen 
Grammy Awards and 
the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

The Prices and the Chisolms have been friends all our lives. 
Those two families helped to bridge the gap in Laurel. My 
aunt was in the Chisolms’ domestic service for fifty.years. 
My parents were married on their estate. After I graduated 

1
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My proudest moment, operatically speaking, was my debut 
at the Metropolitan. It was my first real victory, my first 
unqualified acceptance as an American, as a human being, as 
a black, as an artist, the whole thing.

I was the first black diva that was going to hang on. My 
being prepared is the reason I didn’t go away. That is really 
the substance of my pioneering. Marian [Anderson] had 
opened the door. I kept it from closing again.

I sang seven roles my first season at the Metropolitan Op­
era, I was that prepared. My first invitation to the Metro­
politan I refused, because I was not.

Art is the only thing you cannot punch a button for. You 
must do it the old-fashioned way. Stay up and really burn the 
midnight oil. There are no compromises.

Accomplishments have no color.

I

iy mother is responsible for having delivered 
more babies than any midwife in the history 
of Jones County, Mississippi. To this date, she 
is my greatest inspiration.

The way I was taught, being black was a
plus, always. Being a human being, being in America, and 
being black, all three were the greatest things that could 
happen to you. The combination was unbeatable.

I received a toy piano for Christmas at the age of five or 
six. I had an awful lot of attention, I was center stage from 
the time I received that toy piano. I felt a musical sense of . 
direction. I had the disease then, I could tell, because you 
really have to be a monster very early.

I think we performers are monsters. We are a totally dif­
ferent, far-out race of people. I totally and completely admit, 
with no qualms at all, my egomania, my selfishness, coupled 
with a really magnificent voice.

In some of my operatic roles—maybe the strength of my 
portrayal of Aida—I reveal the wonderful thing that it is to 
be a black princess.

I don’t love anything more than hearing my own voice. It’s a 
personal adoration.

Listening to my recordings is like filling your pores with 
inspiration, and where better to get it from than yourself, 
because that substance is a combination of everyone who con­
tributed something, your mama, your papa, the community, 
your teachers, everybody and everything. Applause is the 
fulfillment. From Mississippi tdthe Met. That’s the pinnacle. 
That forty-two minute ovation was like having climbed the 
mountain. ...

Once you get on stage, everything is right. I feel the most 
beautiful, complete, fulfilled. I think that’s why, in the case 
of noncompromising career women, parts of our personal 
lives don’t work out. One person can’t give you the feeling 
that thousands of people give you.

I have never given all of myself, even vocally, to anyone. I 
was taught to sing on your interest, not your capital.

I do like being in competition with me.

with a teacher’s degree from Central State College in Ohio, 
they were my sponsors for my New York studies at Juilliard.

Nobody ever thought of a career, nobody had that much 
money to gamble on it, which is the reason that some young 
people even now don’t go into the classical field unless they 
have a sponsor. It’s too difficult, too dangerous.

My father never understood it but he thought it wqs the 
most glorious thing he had ever heard in his life, that his 
baby girl would have this ability to understand all this stuff.



Beah Richards
Bom July 12,1926, in Vicksburg, Mississippi
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Everybody in Vicksburg told me that I was going to be an
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; ' my liver, or my eye, then we are more a family than a eompe- 
E tition. Blood doesn’t run in races! Come on!
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n my family the word black was always a beautiful 
word. It was a word that my father and mother used. 
T,.! L  J 1 < I KT J . < . . , J , ,

The time has come for a perception of compassion in this 
world. What is this orgy of hate we are going into and where 
is it going to lead us! If hate had been the motivating thing 
in my life, I would be dead.

I decided I wouldn’t bring a child into this world for 
anything. I adore them but it’s the repetitive suffering 
quality of life that I wouldn’t want to see anybody go 
through. I can’t stand to see children suffer.

When everybody was saying ‘ ‘ Negro ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ colored, ’ ’ 
my family would use the term black. Many of the 
children used to fight over the word. What was it about 

; , the word black that made it such a trap for many people and 
such a wonderful trip for us!

Beak Richards is an 
actress, poet, and play­
wright of special 
sensitivity. She was 
nominated for an Oscar 
for her portrayal of the 
passionately peacemak­
ing mother in the film 
Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner! Among her nu­
merous credits for 
stage, television, and 
film are featured roles 
in James Baldwin’s 
The Amen Comer, 
Ossie Davids Purlie 
Victorious, and Lillian 
Hellman’s The Little 
Foxes. In 1988, she won 
an Emmy award for 
her performance in 
Frank’s Place. She lives 
in California.
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We had great hope that education was really going to do it. 
But education was an indoctrination. Both class and race 
survived education, and neither should. What is education 
then! If it doesn’t help a human being to recognize that 
humanity is humanity, what is it for! So you can make a 
bigger salary than other people!

If there is any equality now, it has been our struggle that 
put it there. Because they said, “All people are created 
equal.” They said “all” and meant “some.” They meant 
“white.” All means all, sweetheart.

-
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The first play I wrote was called All’s Well that Ends. It was 
about segregation. I did that because people put words in 
your mouth that have nothing to do with your life, Jour 
hopes, and aspirations. They were writing about “the 
Negro” and I was not “the Negro.” I was a black person.

I came along at a period when black writers were just 
being heard from. Most of the plays prior to the fifties were 
written about black people. In the fifties there were works by 
black people. You know, looking at something and letting it 
come out of you are two different things.

There are a lot of movies out there that I would hate to be 
paid to do, some real demeaning, real woman-denigrating 
stuff. It is up to women to change their roles. They are going 
to have to write the stuff and do it. And they will.

i
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■ ’i. actor. We didn’t even have a theater, and if they had one, I
couldn’t go to it

I came to New York in 1950 and I was there five years 
before I did my first Broadway show, which was Take a Giant 
Step, off-Broadway. I played the eighty-four-year-old grand- 
mother with no makeup. When the show was over, I could 
walk right past people and they never knew. . ..

When people look only at the surface and that satisfies 
them and they think from that surface they see, that is to be 
truly blind. There is no blindness like that.

In 1962, when I came to do The Amen Corner by James 
Baldwin, the director, Frank Silvera, told me, “Don’t act, 
just be.” That’s when I became an actor. I ran into this 
philosophy of being. I was a liberated person after that. I 

 think before I was a reactor. Now I am an actor, I can take
the initiative.Sr
If jpu go inside where all people are and where the essence of 
tlleir be‘n? is> y°u are not going to find anything to hang 
your prejudices on.

Race, what is that! Race is a competition, somebody win­
ning and somebody losing. That’s what we have translated it 
to be. But it is more like a family. If you can use my heart,
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“At times I feel my life doesn’t 
belong to Eddie Robinson, 

it belongs to the kids.”
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After spending his high school years 
playing for Kraft, Robinson played 
quarterback at now defunct Leland Col­
lege in Baker, Louisiana, further whet­
ting his appetite for coaching. After 
graduating and marrying his long-time 
sweetheart, Doris, Robinson took a 25 
cents-an-hour job at a feed mill in Baton 
Rouge until a call went out for a football 
coach. The first call came from Louisiana 
Negro Normal, which is now Grambling 
State college Nearly 50 years later he 
is still at Grambling.

“I have to be the happiest man in the 
world,” Robinson says, “for nearly 50 
years I’ve been making a living doing 
exactly what I love Football is my way 
of giving something back. The game and 
this country have been good to me, so 
I want to give back.
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There are very few men who have 
graced this earth who achieve legend 
status. Those who do become synony­
mous with their chosen field. They often 
become larger than life, not so much for 
what they've accomplished, but for how 
they did it.

When sports historians mention the 
name of Grambling College football 
coach, Eddie Robinson, they will mention 
his 358 career wins—more than any other 
college football coach in history. They’ll 
talk about his two undefeated teams and 
about the 1971 season, when 43 former 
Grambling players were in National Foot­
ball League (NFL) training camps (still 
an NFL record). They will also count off 
the game’s great players who got their 
start at Grambling—Willie Davis, James 
Harris, Doug Williams, Willie Brown, 
Charlie Joiner. It would take a full four 
quarters to get through the entire list.

What really makes Robinson a legend, 
however, is the way he has lived his life. 
He is a classic example of the American 
dream. Rising from humble beginnings, 
he has twice been to the White House 
to meet with U.S Presidents and he has 
received a host of awards. "Yet his per­
sonal “report card” is based not on how 
many games he wins, but on how many 
young people he can touch.

“At times I feel my life doesn’t belong 
to Eddie Robinson,” he says, “it belongs 
to the kids. If they feel I’m a good person, 
then I want to be the best person I can 
be If they look up to me as a good coach, 
I’m going to work as hard as I can to 
be the best coach in the world. I can’t 
let them down. Our youth is what

Big’

M

‘'I hear people complain all the time ; 
about what is wrong with America. Not 
me: I’m proud to be an American. 
America is the greatest country in the 
world. I’ve had ups and downs, but I try 
and stay positive.

“We’ve had a good thing going at 'I 
Grambling. We played in Ibkyo and 
Hawaii, and before as many as 64,000 
fans. People respect what we’re doing here 
I think my greatest thrill in sports was 
to see Doug Williams play so well in the 
1988 Super Bowl. People always said 
quarterbacks from Black schools couldn’t 
make it big in the NFL. We all know 
better.

“I’d like to keep coaching as long as 
I’m able But when the curtain goes down 
on my career, I want people to say I gave 
to society and football all I had. I always 
wanted to be the best.”
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America is all about.”
Robinson was bom in Jackson, Loui­

siana and raised in Baton Rouge. He 
developed his love for football and 
coaching as a third grader. “I went to a 
clinic put on by Julius Kraft, who coach­
ed the local high school team,” he says. 
“While most of the kids were concen­
trating on the players, my eyes and 
thoughts were on the coach. I liked the 
way he talked to the team, the way he 
made us all laugh, and most of all, the 
way everyone respected him. I decided 
right then to become a coach.”
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Maya Angelou I!

Born April 4,1928, in Saint Louis, Missouri
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I have no modesty, none. It’s a waste of time. It’s a learned 
affectation stuck on from without. If life slams the modest 
person against the wall, he or. she will drop that modesty 

One of the unfortunate results of living a legendary life and 
dying a legendary death is that when the person is written 
about, more often than not he is made larger than life. The 
human qualities of humor, being wrong, sometimes gauche, 
losing, forgetting, these wonderful qualities we all have are 
never mentioned. The legend is taken out of the possession of 
the people. Every word uttered was memorable. Well, that’s 
not true.

I don’t tell everything I know but what I do tell is the 
truth. There’s a world of difference between truth and facts. 
Facts can obscure the truth. You can tell so many facts that 
you fill the stage but haven’t got one iota of the truth.

quicker than a stripper will drop her G-string. What I hope I 
have and what I pray for is humility. Humility comes from 
within.

Humility says there were people before me who found the 
path. I’m a road builder. For those who are yet to come, I 
seem to be finding the path and they will be road builders. 
That keeps one humble. Love keeps one humble.

Being humble doesn’t mean one has to be a mat. In fact, 
just the opposite. What it means is, I will make myself so fine 
that I will be of use to you, make myself useful, do what I can 
do, and be an instrument of God. I do believe that anybody 
who can’t be used is useless.

I believe all the tools that have been given to me that I 
recognized, I have developed. They may have been given to 
me as crowbars and I’ve tried to turn them into levers.

I’m convinced that I’m a child of God. That’s wonderful, 
exhilarating, liberating, full of promise. But the burden 
which goes along with that is, I'm convinced that everybody 
is a child of God. The brutes and bigots, the batterers and the 
bastards are also children of God. And that’s where the 
onerous burden comes in for me, as a practicing Christian, to 
try to keep that in mind and not grit my teeth until they 
break off into little stubs.

I weep a lot. I thank God I laugh a lot, too. The main thing in 
one’s own private world is to try to laugh as much as you cry.

Strictly speaking, one cannot legislate love, but what one can 
do is legislate fairness and justice. If legislation does not 
prohibit our living side by side, sooner or later your child 
will fall on the pavement and I ’ll be the one to pick her up. 
Or one of my children will not be able to get into the house 
and you’ll have to say, “Stay here until your mom comes 
home.” Legislation affords us the chance to see if we might 
love each other.

It'is imperative that young people be told that we have 
come a long way, otherwise they are likely to become cynical. 
A cynical young person is almost the saddest sight to see, 
because it means that he or she has gone from knowing 
nothing to believing in nothing. Young people must not get 
to the point of saying, “You mean to tell me we had Malcolm 
X, Martin Luther King, Medgar Evers ? You mean to tell me 
we had the Kennedys, we had Fannie Lou Hamer and Mary 
McLeod Bethune ? You mean to tell me we had all these men 
and women and we have made no progress ? Then what the 
hell—there is no progress to be made. It can’t be made.”

So it must be simultaneous—how far we have come and 
how far we have to go.

The larger society said that I belonged to an unwelcome 
tribe. My feeling was, “Unwelcome to you, but my people 
don’t say that.” Which is one of the reasons black women 
have survived, and done better than that, thrived.

But some of us don’t, and we don’t know who we’ve lost. 
It’s impossible to say what we’ve lost when we cut off one 
group. We are all diminished when one group is diminished. 
Can you imagine if this country were not so afflicted with 
racism ? Can you imagine what it would be like if the vitality, 
humor, and resilience of the black American were infused 
throughout this country?

It seems to me that real sexism is a newly delivered c.:zzz~z. 
Black women and black men know that we were stolen and 
sold together on the African continent. We lay spoon fashion 
in the filthy hatches of slave ships together. We stood upon 
the auction block together, were sold again together, took the 
lash together. There’s no question of superiority. We have 
survived somehow together.

was a mute for five years. I wasn’t cute and I didn’t 
speak. I don’t know what would have happened to me 
had I been in an integrated school. In another society, 
I’m sure I would have been ruled out. But my 
grandma told me all the time, “Sister, Mama don’t 

care what these people say about you being a moron, being a 
idiot. Mama don’t care. Mama know, Sister, when you and the 
good Lord get ready, you’re gonna be a preacher.”

Recently, I gave the principal speech to the National Coun­
cil of Christians and Jews.

Love affords wonder. And it is only love that gives one the

Maya Angelou has pub­
lished five volumes of
her autobiography, the
first of which, I Know
Why the Caged Bird
Sings, was nominated
for a National Book
Award in 1974 and
aired as a television
movie in 1979. An artist
of wide-ranging talents, ____________ _______
she was nominated for a liberty, the courage to go inside and see who am I really. 
Tony award for acting ™ , • • ... ...
and a Pulitzer for po-

- etry. She was the first
black woman director in
Hollywood and has
written, produced, di­
rected, and starred in
productions for stage,
film, and television. In
1981, she accepted a
lifetime appointment as
Reynolds Professor of
American Studies at
Wake Forest University,
Winston-Salem, North
Carolina.
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Daisy Bates
Bom November 11,1914, in Huttig, Arkansas
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head with my .38 and he ducked and dropped it. Another 
night the police caught some people with guns and ammuni­
tion enough to blow the whole town away. Dynamite, every-
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I don’t think I was courageous. I think I was determined.
I’ve gotten awards and plaques, I think they are saying, 

“You are doing what I’d like to do but I can’t do it because I 
gotta eat, I gotta feed my kids.”

! next victims. 
---------- ------- ~j------- j on his dying day. 

’Daisy,” he said, “you’re consumed with hatred for white 
people.” He said, “If you’re gonna hate, make it count for

ft’

win it 
were gonna know they had had a fight I

The phone rang constantly with threats. They broke the

Daisy Bates, along with 
her husband L. C. 
Bates, established a 
weekly newspaper, The 
Arkansas State Press, 
tn the early 1940s. 
Elected president of the 
Arkansas NAACP, she 
led the historic fight of 
the Little Rock Nine to 
desegregate Central
High School in 1957. 
Her book, The Long 
Shadow of Little Rock, 
was published in 1962.
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I was independent. I didn’t have a boss I had to please. I 
thought I was strong putting out thirty thousand papers all 
over the state.

We brought to the public the conditions of the system in 
the South. Heretofore when something happened to a Negro 
and it was difficult to get the facts, reporters went to the 
white people and took their word for everything. But this 
time they had to come to me, here. They got the message.

We were in court in 1956 and I wanted to go to the rest room 
outside the judge’s chambers. I was in a hurry and I didn’t 
see the Whites Only sign. A charwoman, a white woman, was 
down on her knees cleaning up vomit. She said, “Nigger, 
you’re in the wrong place.” I went on in and used the rest 
room. When I came around she was still there on her knees. I 
was so angry with her I could have pushed her head down in 
the bucket. But I realized she was as much a victim as I was. I 
felt sorry for her.

Changes have been made. The people who were quiet are now 
speaking out. But I realize that you cannot erase in thirty 
years what it took two hundred years to establish.

there at that time, but a little white girl

_ — C____ vaavjA A ucu a

•« uP and he SerVed her- 1 a«ain and he
id ”t0 wait until au the whites have 
aervea. inen ne sravp me « j___,

s a beautiful woman, dark, mixed 
Negro. I found out early in my 
hat happened to her. When I was 

fas raped and murdered by three 
ne night. Before my father went 
o his best friend’s house and said, 
ck.” My father never came back. 
®r I was told, “You might as well 
lan wants you, he’ll take you.” 
ore to get some pork chops. I was 
”, proud that I was trusted. I told 
mnd of center-cut pork chops, if

thing. I was asked to stay with friends someplace else. I said, 
* 1 Whtr alizMilzl T 9 1-_____ T !• s *•

here.”
“Why should If This is my home. I live here, I’m gonna stay 
here.”

I didn’t want anybody killed in the process. The whole 
movement would have been lost and all that suffering that 
the children had gone through would have been lost. _<l-

The kids were so courageous. They were ready to go and they 
wanted to go. The whites didn’t want them and it made them 
want to go more. One of the reasons President Eisenhower 
was so long making up his mind was because he didn’t want 
to be embarrassed sending in federal troops if the kids would 
not go in.

I think the high point was when the troops came in and 
Minnie Jean Brown [one of the Little Rock Nine} smiled and 
said, “For the first time in my life I feel like an American 
citizen.”

I was fighting from my understanding of the past. There 
were blacks that didn’t understand what was happening to 
them. This disturbed me an awful lot. There were not enough 
people who wanted to change, not enough of them to fight for

I

I ________________________________________

j Sf ■ something. Hate segregation in the South.”

my daddy came home, I told | ' When we took bn segregation in the Little Rock schools I
back them —1~ «... . 1 don’t think we had any big idea that we were gonna ’ ”

3 . then- But they ' ..................... - ‘
® ■ .The phone " - . ____________-._______
I windows with rocks. They burned crosses in the yard all the
J lme' Huge ones- And they set the house on fire. One night a
| , 7. man was going to throw a Molotov cocktail. I shot over his

11

served.” I^en he gave me a handfu! of bad m^andI told 
to go on, that I had no money.

I was so mad and hurt. When i 
him the story. I wanted to go back there and make that . 
t W ’’TZrd 1 Waated- HeSaid’ “It’snot

. asked him, “Daddy, are you afraid?” I never saw 
trying toTfi Tr’ ‘‘Haven’t you heard what I’ve been 
trying to tell you? I could be killed and nothing would 
be done about .t” Killed over a pork chop And more than

fa

urae’ Dut a Attle white girl came in and he 

woman ‘
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T ui wnat a gunny sack was ...
Have you ever been in a condition where there iiji-

is no place
come.”

come

go to

were
coming at you. I experienced the emotional violence

. - ----------------------------ttc re just
I was involved in the voter registration drives, trying to get ™ “d re«istered to «> that they
people down to the courthouse. If you did that yoTtolk y0Ur sZ ™ 7 0Wn’ eaUSe they SOme siek peoPle- ’ ’

own life in hand. You knew that you might die or if you M the time US' She d yOa laughin«
happened to live that you would be beaten like Fanme Zou We hid no id T’ C°Uld laUgh'
Hamer was beaten tin her body was just hard as a rock. futile 5 Ami". wWe P°litical

never been anywhere, not politically astute people, sophisti-
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Unita Blackwell
Bom March 18,1933, in Lula, Miuinippi

.. ------- - migm nave missed the emo-
tional violence, looking at the physical violence during the 
civil rights movement. The emotional violence was fear and

oa aaxu, wuen me courthouse was 
XHgerd With PiClmP trUCkS’With With white pe°Ple

I said, “Nothin’ from nothin’ leaves nothin’. We don’t 
have nothin’, so we ain’t losing nothin’ and our life don’t 
mean nothin’ if we continue this way with no freedom.” I 
was determined to have my rights as a citizen in this United

!

I
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his very place where I am now the mayor, the 
people used to arrest me every day and harass me 
every day. They turned cars upside down, burned 
crosses in my yard, threw homemade bombs at us. - 

It wasn t just a song for us, “ We Shall Over­
come. It was our strength. When I see people heading up 
organizations and doing all these things it didn’t 
about overnight and it didn’t come without pain.

I think that a lot of people might have missed the

. -©“*6 vaav Wil VIC pUULlCai
future of America. Here was a bunch of people that had 
pmrnw -- —. «* . —

cated or anything. We were going because we didn’t have 
shoes for our children and decent houses to stay in and just 
the everyday life that we wanted.

Going to Atlantic City and coming back, we had incidents. 
When we were coming back, the Klan set up a roadblock A 
very petite little woman from Hattiesburg came out with a 
knife like a razor and laid it around the [white] driver’s 
neck and told him if he stopped she would pull it We went 
straight through.
i^!6’ We of the national Conference of

in limousines and fancy stuff with the police escort in front 
of us, heading to the place where we were denied the right to 
be seated twenty some years ago.

We wanted to bring people out of the bondage that they 
were under, the feeling that they were hopeless and helpless. 
And that was not as easy as said, when the courthouse was 

” *------vratau wuitc peupie

every agency and ieZ^n of wh^ X-e iTXsXS ™

Mississippi. We had to. I drove out of^y house andlwas hmouainM anH -”

arrested every day, during one time, every day straight for 
thirty days. It may be seventy-five times I’ve been in jaU.

because then the Klan coJm Jet towiZS.^aFs’how atot twwn °n nomalization Proces3 b«-

of people were beaten up and killed ® U“lted States and China as the people-to-people

In 1964 my whole sleep habits changed I never sleen v T 10 fiftee“ time8’ Hong Kong thirty-
« - a™"JUS5’SSS.SS.?* “"“t1

They wouldn’t tell the black people when - •

of people were beaten up and killed.
In 1964 my whole sleep habits changed. I----- *

, _ — ' — — ” ——• vaav xaiou uame ai us.
We d take turns, watching, walking, looking. You come talk-

sations with people getting ready to kill you, you see. “Well 
how many crosses is it!” he asked. “How tall is the cross!” I 
wasn’t about to get up off the floor to find out how tall the

cross was. And then this FBI man told me how to preserve 
the cross. Asked m? did I have a gunny sack. Gave me a 
description of what a gunny sack was ... .

you can call for help?

We were denied and disenfranchised in Mississinni

The first black woman 
mayor in Mississippi,
Unita Blackwell was " 
elected mayor of May- 
ersviUe in 1976. She 
was one of the key 
organizers of the 
Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party, 
which challenged the 
seating of the all-white 
delegation from that 
state to the Democratic 
National Convention in 
Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, in 1964. She was 
the national president 
of the U.8.-China 
People’s Friendship 
Association from 1976 
to 1983. In 1983 she re­
ceived a master’s degree 
in regional planning 
from the University of 
Massachusetts. She is 
the past chair of the 
Black Women Mayor’s 
Caucus and is currently 
serving as president of 
the National Conference 
of Black Mayors.

m Mississippi, so we 
formed our own party, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
party. We had sixty-four blacks and four whites to 
Atlantic City.

Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer testified before the credentials

been to China fifteen times, Hong Kong thirty-

Mississippi.

Honey, they re just sick, their minds are sick. We’re just

ing about you ’re going to call the police I You couldn’t trust 
nobody because the police was the Klans. The police was 
burning the cross in my yard.

I’m one of the people who has filed a lawsuit

Mississippi. We had to. I drove out of my house and I

i

I am the law. I am over the slave owners that used to be

not that subtle thing that we have overcome yet. But that 
physical outward thing or that mental thing that they’re 
going to get you is not there anymore.

I
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Gwendolyn Brooks
Bom June 7,1917, in Topeka, Kansas

M*

I was

’cause

V

5^^
feel. They have been neglected in favor of light-complexioned/A

Th!y Jnink they Can twinkle their finSe™ at blTcknZ

I have to come to that paper excited. They always say, “You

IS

a man—big, strong,

people

I don’t like the idea of the black race being diluted out of
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■s have the prisoners read also. They always have manuscripts. 
Tliere s anger and there’s a lot of love poetry being written 
and there s a sensitivity to what’s going on politically.

I’m writing a book about Winnie Mandela. Most of my

^ad your poem so beautifully. How does that happen ? ” I say, 
When you ’re writing a poem, you ’re not sitting there all cold 

and dull and dim. You’re all excited.’’ I try to read poetry to

poetrybUt aft£r Pe°Ple Were nOt there to listen to

I go to lots of prisons to recite poetry. What I usually do now

Gwendolyn Brooks won 
the Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry in 1950 for her 
book, Annie Allen. She 
was the first black . 
writer to win the pres­
tigious award. Consid­
ered “the Bard of 
Bronzeville,” she was 
also poet laureate of 
Illinois for sixteen 
years and poetry con­
sultant to the Library 
of Congress. Among her 
best-known works are A 
Street in Bronzeville 
(1945) and In the 
Mecca (1968), poetry 
collections, and Maud 
Martha (1953), a novel. 
Her autobiography. 
Report from Part One,

published in 1973. 
She lives in Chicago, 
her home since 
childhood.

, —* va J w icau pwei
give an impression of how I felt when I was writing it '

“ It is the morning of our love. ’ ’ It seemed like a beautiful 
simple way to start a love poem, but it was a mistake. I tell 
poets that when a line just floats into your head, don’t pay 
attention ’cause it probably has floated into somebody else’s 
head. Sure enough I found it in another poem. So now I 
don’t use that and the poem begins, “In a package of min­
utes, there is this ‘we, which is a line I struggled over. So I 
don’t expect to see it anywhere.

In writing poetry you’re interested in condensation so you 
don t try to put all of a particular impression or inspiration

I can’t think of any time that I would choose to have grown 

™ Id uhan this tilne- Fwcinating things have hap­
pened, would-be revolutions of various kinds.

friends are against us going to South Africa. I have no inten- 
wHte going to South ever t0 be an honorary

There are so many blacks who are denying all blackness. 
They think they can twinkle their fingers at blackness 
and it 11 just go away and they ’ll be loved by whites and 
accepted.

When I meet these young people who talk about beini 
raised in white neighborhoods, who’ve seen virtually no 
hl fin Ire a __ _ * .

keep talking because strange things begin to come out, 
which is thisyearning toward black validation.

cheek, expressed the kind of sentiments I hold with. Here was 
a man—big, strong, courageous. And he wasn’t endlessly 
pushing to integrate with whites. He believed black 
should love black people and value them above all others

existence. I like the idea of all of us being here*

stone Rangers. I started a workshop for those who were inter' 
ested in writing.

The young people that I met in the late sixties-when 
resentment was reasonable-educated me. They gave me 
books to read. We talked and talked. They just absorbed me, 
adopted me. We went lots of places together.

We would just walk into a tavern and [poet] Haki

----- -  * 1U was murdered at the age of fourteen having rfrtot<?°1’' TOry Sh°rt’1 oould avoid 

tab rfb, i did...

r'■
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on a single page. You distill. Poetry is life distilled.
I have written poems about my response to some of the 

things that were happening. When Emmett Till was mur­
dered, I couldn’t have any rest until I wrote about that. I 
couldn t rest until I had done something, done my kind of 
something, because my own son was fourteen at the same 
time Emmett Till was murdered at the age of fourteen.

to write about somebody who turned out to be a star ’cause 
most people don’t turn out to be stars. And yet their lives are 
just as sweet and just as rich as any others and often they are 
richer and sweeter.

My poem, “ Ballad of Pearl May Lee, ” examines the whole 
thing from the viewpoint of the dark-complexioned black 
woman. It expresses the way a lot of women of my complexion 
feel. They have been neglected in favor of light-complexioned 
black women.

When I read it on the campus of the University of Califor­
nia at Berkeley, a young black fellow in the audience said “ I 
hear you. Sister. ” I love that. ‘ ‘ I hear you, Sister ’ ’

« . — •/ - —MAuvao nuic ill IL. QQ

------------------- wUU OI lms anentlon were they that in 1967 when a television station 

--a—.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------• a—
T _ . y on my life, we had to get permission from the Black-

, one of 
- w ----- — —'UllUUklUU,

Malcolm X, who said he was not going to turn the other

There was a gang in Chicago called the Blackstone 
angers. About five thousand young blacks were in it. So

. — --------- — axikc a ucautliui,
simple way to start a love poem, but it was a mistake. I tell

’cause it probably has floated into somebody else's

y first four poems were published at the age of 
eleven. When I was fifteen, I began writing to 
people like James Weldon Johnson. He was 
very kind and sent back my manuscripts with 
marginal notes, little assistances. He thought 

talented and hoped that I would keep writing. My 
parents were delighted with all of this attention. There —

writing. I didn’t care what any of them said.
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Johnnetta Betsch Cole

Bom October 19,1936, in Jacksonville, Florida
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Johnnetta Cole is the 
first black woman presi­
dent of Spelman ' *

College, the Atlanta in­
stitution whose proud 
tradition of educating 
women leaders dates 
from 1881. She holds 
advanced degrees in 
anthropology from 
Northwestern
University and was 
director of Latin 
American and 
Caribbean Studies at 
Hunter College in New 
York City. She has pub­
lished books in the 
fields of anthropology 
and women’s studies.
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Systems of inequality tell you what you can and cannot do. 
Elaborate structures have to be built to eonvinee you, be­
cause you know you can do it. You just did it.

1

saw inequality. It was important to see descendants of slaves 
who eame to the U.S. and in the late 1840s went back to 
Liberia, to see them being Mr. Charlie and Miss Ann to those 

- black folk who—what t—didn’t have the privilege of coming 
to America as slaves ? That relationship of inequality was riot 
color-coded.

I had a friend who also served as my interpreter who taught 
me, very vividly, the power of language. If he wanted some­
thing from me he would call me “Mother,” and he would use 
the Kissi word-. If he was absolutely disgusted because for the 
ninety-ninth time I had made some faux pas culturally, he 
would just look at me, suck his teeth, and say, “My child.” 
But there was a third way that sent chills through my body' 
and he knew it When he was angry he would call me 
“Missy.” He was saying, you are acting like a white Amer­
ican woman.

If folk can learn to be racist, then they can learn to be 
antiracist. If being a sexist ain’t genetic, then, dad gum, 
people can learn about gender equality.

I learned how to be the president of this college by watching 
black women more than by reading some manual.

I like the notion of being an intellectual, but there are all 
these women who were not an Ida B. Wells or Anna J. Cooper, 
but who were nevertheless intellectuals, political and aca­
demic leaders. What else can you call somebody who takes 
scruffy kids off the streets into the colored branch of the 
library and helps them love ideas? That’s an intellectual.

At the same time that I want this image of “sheroes,” 
black sheroes, we’ve got to be careful, because if we focus too 
much on all of those who have made it, then we forget those 
who never could.

Black women who were in the day-to-day struggle learned 
that we were to take the notes and not chair the meetings, 
that we were to form the picket lines but not speak to the 
press. It’s a bitter experience when the assumption is that it’s 
for all of us, and then you find out it’s for some of us. It’s 
been a bitter experience for millions of black women who 
assumed that the women's movement was for all of us and 
then we found out, one more time, for some of us. . .. 

Where are the women in black studies? Where are the 
black folks in women’s studies ? Black women get shut out of

When we talk about feelings of solidarity, of kinship, of sis­
terhood, I think what we’re really talking about is shared 
experiences. ...

Everybody knows about “the kitchen” because when we 
were little girls sitting between those knees that served like 
locks, when they eame with that brush or comb, you got ready 
because they would inevitably get to “ the kitchen, ” the nape 
of the neck, and you knew it was going to hurt

But why call it “the kitchen”? Why not call it “the pan­
try”? I think, because the kitchen has been the most difficult 
place for us all our lives. When black women eame home to 
their own kitchen after working in Miss Ann’s, there was 
that inevitable double shift When the black man came home, 
there was the notion that he ought to rest. The sister went to’ 
the kitchen to start again.

If we think that our daughters ought not to have to come 
home from a job and exclusively be the ones to do the second 
shift, washing the dishes, changing the clothes, and cleaning 
the house, then we’d better tell our sons that now. And they’d 
better learn to do that now. And if we think that our daugh­
ters ought to be in Congress next to our sons, we’d better let 
our sons know that now, so they get prepared to have women 
as colleagues.

Black women ain’t been put on no pedestals. Nine out of 
every ten black women worked in the fields alongside black 
men. But every time we have this image of slavery, there she 
is, either setting the table for master or getting in his bed. 
This myth of black women profiting at the expense of black 
men is the oldest rap around. It’s been.unbelievably impor­
tant to keep it going, to divide black men from black women. 
I spent two years in Liberia during the sixties. There I was in 
a country for the first time in my life where I was in the 
majority, a land of black folk. And it was important that I

grew up in a middle, upper-middle-class family. My 
great-grandfather was the founder of the first insur­
ance company in the state of Florida. We lived in this 
wonderful house, which sat in a wonderful location 
facing a gorgeous park. Idyllic stuff—palm trees, 

swimming pool, and swings. With one problem. That pool
was for white folks only and those swings were not for me.

How do you explain that to a kid without creating the kind 
of anger and hostility which could boomerang? How do you 
do that without chafienging the existence of a God, of a moral 
system, of a democratic process? I think one of the most 
extraordinary untold stories is the story of black parenting 
What do you tell your kid—“Don’t worry, it’ll go away 
quickly”?
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Marva NMes Collins
Born August 31,1936, in Monroeville, Alabama
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Marva Collins founded 
Westside Preparatory 
School in Chicago in 
1975 to educate the 
young children of 
Chicago’s mean streets. 
Using pension funds 
from fourteen years of 
teaching in public 
schools, she built a 
schoolroom in her home. 
That school, which now 
occupies two buildings,, 
has grown from eigh­
teen students to 250 
and from skepticism to 
success, partly with the 
help of proceeds from 
the 1981 television 
movie, The Marva 
Collins Story.

know. But I can teach them to be curious and discontent.

il.O.-'

I

grew up in a very nurtured background. I never had to 
worry about money, clothing, and things. My dad and 
I were very close friends. I could ask him questions 
and we would sit and talk until the wee hours of the 
morning.
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If you went to college in Alabama, you were a celebrity. The 
Mf. ]—1. —- J_____V • V • * —— _

give you a quarter or fifty cents, what they could. You didn’t 
g get into trouble because in your mind’s eye you could see all 
g those people caring about you, depending on you.

This school is all about service. Every child has to tutor five 
| other children in their neighborhood. It's part of our motto: 

Entrance to learn, exit to serve.

door in the morning when we come in. There is no place here 
for majestic egos.

I

fe- We are gomg to have to try to have our own high school
. . . , , , . - J because our children have problems when they leave here

minister had you stand in church and all the people would They learn to shut up, they learn to fake it Here they are 
mve von aonwtar *1,------- •-> w— „ free> free to digagree me

In here the children correct us. They’ll say, “Mrs. Collins, 
that’s wrong, you made a mistake.” And I’ll say, “You are so 
bright, I want to be just like you when I grow up.”

I can never teach your children everything they need to
know. But I can teach them to be curious and discontent.

E veiy ehiM in this school has the greatest respect in the

— -------------- .. — n, ... ■ 1
what I want them to be.

established some rapport with him first. I can grab them, but 
I love them first.

Schools are bad all over this country. You can actually get
Kr nn. j j ,, ,, , through high school in America by knowing how to make T

When my dad would see black women walking to work in for true and F for false and check marks.
| the monnngs, I used to hear him give off a litany of words, I don’t know whether we in this country have become anes-

Power is when I walk into this school and these little kids’ 
eyes hold wonder like a cup.

work, we ask them, ‘ * Would you give this to God f ” And if 
; Bi they say, “No,” we say, “We don’t want it either.” If it’s 

sloppy, it goes in the garbage pail. “ I love you very much, but 
■ Ji this is where it goes. Now, do it over.”

I ve always said that with my own children. I disagree 
with you right now but I love you all the time.

I get a real kick out of a real tough kid because I know that 
I’m going to break him. We had a white kid last year that was 
seventeen and his mother landed up here from South Car­
olina. Erie was very hostile. He had been put- down, he 
couldn’t read, and one day he called me a jungle bunny. I 
said, “Sweetheart, when you learn to read, write, and spell 
jungle bunny, Mrs. Collins will take offense to it Bight now 
I love you.” And he had to learn how to read, write, and spell 
those words.

I’ve seen brilliant kids labeled “learning disabled” be­
cause a teacher didn’t know what to do with them. The ques­
tion that always lurks in my mind is, What would I do if this 
was my child?

We talk about violence in the classroom, but no one ever 
mentions a teacher grabbing a kid. That’s part of this disci-

I

What I do concerns me, not what people think. There is a line 
one of my children told a white kid once. We had taken them 
to a play and the white kid called one of them a nigger. The 
little nine-year-old looked and said, “No wise man will insult 
me and no fool can.” I’ve always remembered that. I learn 
from children too....

Our kids change their parents. These kids are going to be 
the new order emerging in our society.

I think what everybody calls a miracle is just common sense, 
really. You can look at the attitudes when people come in. 
That’s why they call it a miracle. These are black kids and 
they’re not supposed to know the things they know and 
achieve the way they are achieving.

I think it is very interesting that teachers from monied sys­
tems all over the world come into this very spartan facility to 
learn our methodology. I cannot change the world, but I do 
not have to conform.

- V

& the mornings, I used to hear him give off a Utany of words, I ' ___ _______ _ ,
sa/mg he would die before he let his family work in the thetized or we’re suffering from senility 
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Ruby Dee
Born October 27,1927, in Cleveland, Ohio
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Ruby Dee’s luminous 
performances on stage, 
in film, and on tele- " 
vision have made her 
one of the most recog­
nized actresses in 
America. From her first 
major Broadway role in 
Anna Lucasta in 1946, 
she developed into a 
versatile performer 
whosC' extensive credits 
include productions of 
A Raisin in the Sun, 
Purlie Victorious, 
Taming of the Shrew, 
Boesman and Lena, 
Buck and the Preacher, 
I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings, and 
Checkmates. She has 
worked with her hus­
band, actor-author Ossie 
Davis, on numerous 
projects, notably the 
1981 television series 
With Ossie and Ruby. 
Her most recent collec­
tion of poetry, My One 
Good Nerve, was pub­
lished in 1986.

We did a series on PBS [With Ossie and Ruby] that was 
really very satisfying, good work that we were proud of. We 
worked with a lot of authors that we admired. We traveled bn 
tour, exploring, talking about authors, and introducing peo­
ple to those who put the “black experience” in perspective 
and made us look at ourselves outside of the great problem of 
racism and white folks

Practically every woman I read I fall in love with. I appre- 
ciate women like Alice Walker, Margaret Walker, Toni Mor­
rison, Rosa Guy, Toni Cade Bambara. They put me in context 
as a person. They did a lot for me. I’ve always studied liter­
ature in school—French, Spanish, and English literature. I 
wasn’t really aware of the astonishing work of black people 
until I got out of college.

__ Jyi' ir].
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ou just try to do everything that comes up Get 
up an hour earlier, stay up an hour later, make 
the.time. Then you look back and say, “Well, 
that was a neat piece of juggling there—school, 
marriage, babies, career.” The enthusiasms took

me through the action, not the measuring of it or the reason­
ableness.

I like the idea of people striving to be better and to make 
the world better. The world has improved mostly through 
people who are unorthodox, who do unorthodox things. 
They’re always shaking up the establishment. When we saw 
such people, we appreciated them and did what we could to 
support them.

That’s what being young is all about. You have the courage 
and the daring to think that you can make a difference. 
You’re not prone to measure your energies in time. You’re 
not likely to live by equations.

Marriage is a process, we’ve discovered. The wedding is the 
event. It takes a long time to be really married. One marries 
many times at many levels within a marriage. If you have 
more marriages than you have divorces within the marriage,. 
you’re lucky and you stick it out

We just did what we had to. And to feel the consequences 
.. . well, they just were. Life for an actor is tough anyway, so 
how can you tell what’s contributing to it? What’s contribut­
ing to the toughness in our life!

I absolutely love acting, when I’m acting. I absolutely love 
writing, when I’m writing. I tend to write things that are not 
serious better than I do things that are serious. That 
prised me about myself

We ’re doing a mad dance just trying to find out how to exist 
in this world. Racism just blinds us to the real problems that 
face us all. It’s easier and more dramatic to say, “Oh, white 
folks are terrible and men are dogs and there’s a lot of un­
fairness.” And I say, “So this is life.” But I get angry, too.

Racism, feelings of superiority, it’s a sickness. I truly be­
lieve that racism is taking second place to classism. Classism 
and greed are making insignificant all other kinds of isms.

I see great progress in the growth of white America. I like 
to look at that part of it I like to see that we’re growing 
closer together as people. I think maybe there’s growth in the 
undertow.

I don’t eall myself an optimist. I dare not judge the world 
because the fools have written it this way or drawn it or 
treated it so, or that people come on the scene and think that the 
world begins and ends at this time with me and with them.

■j a



Althea Gibson
Bom August 25,1927, in Silver, South Carolina
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After being the black ehampion of the American Tennis As­
sociation for ten consecutive years I felt I was ready. After 
fifty-six nobody could beat me....

I had the best serve in women’s tennis.. I had the best 
overhead in women’s tennis. And I had the most killing vol­
ley in women’s tennis.

You got to know your opponent. You got to know their 
strengths, their weaknesses, see how they move, what balls 
they don’t like. Once I know this, they only see the ball at 
their weak points, not their strengths.

I was ruthless on the tennis court. Win at any cost. I be­
came an attacker. If your first serve ain’t good, I ’ll knock it 
down your throat. It just so happened that I had the talent to 
win at another level instead of being the meanie on the tennis 
court.

I knew that I was an unusual, talented girl through the grace 
of God. I didn’t need to prove that to myself. I only wanted to 
prove it to my opponents.

Buddy Walker was the first to help me. After seeing me play 
paddle tennis in forty-two or forty-three, he gave me my first 
tennis racket and introduced me to the Cosmopolitan Tennis 
Club up on Convent Avenue. The teaching pro at the club was 
Fred Johnson. He lost his left arm in the war, and believe it 
or not, he was the one who taught me the service toss and 
racket preparation. With one arm.

I played and practiced most of my life in Harlem on 
boards, on wood. Fastest court surface in the world. Balls 
come at you like bullets. That helped me when I played on 
other fast surfaces like grass at Wimbledon.

I learned paddle tennis with a friend of mine on 143rd 
Street. She and I were competitors. The young boys who 
played on another court up the block heard about me and 
challenged me. And I accepted. I played it all—basketball, 
shuffleboard, badminton, volleyball. I just loved to play.

Before the singles finals at Wimbledon they came into the 
locker room to show us how to curtsy to the Queen when we 
were introduced on Centre Court—which I did, I thought, 
very gracefully. Upon winning the championship, she came 
down on Centre Court to present me with the trophy. That 
was quite an honor.

I first played at Wimbledon in 1951 My very first match was 
scheduled for the famed Centre Court. I made a vow to my­
self: Althea, you’re not going to look around.~You’re-hot 
going to listen to any calls or remarks. All you are going to 
do is watch the tennis ball. I die! that. I didn’t acknowledge 
the referees’ calls; whatever they said, okay fine. I won the 
first set six-love. Then I looked around at the nineteen- to 
twenty-thousand spectators as if to say, “How do you like 
that?” But then after that I lost the second set six—love 
because I lost my concentration.

Althea Gibson was the 
first black American to 
play tennis at the UlS. 
Open (1950) and 
Wimbledon, England 
(1951). With her tri­
umph in the women’s 
singles and doubles at 
the prestigious English 
tournament in 1957, she 
became the first black 
tennis player to win 
that championship. 
Later that year she 
added the US. women’s 
singles title at Forest 
EUls, and in 1958 she 
repeated the same 
round of victories. Her 
autobiography, I 
Always Wanted to Be 
Somebody, was pub­
lished in 1958. She 
joined the Ladies’ 
Professional Golf 
Association in 1963 and, 
in 1988, she was ap­
pointed special consul­
tant to the New Jersey 
Governor’s Council of 
Physical Fitness in 
Sports.
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hen I was younger I just stayed away from 
I home. All I did was maybe ride the sub- 

* I • I ways back and forth and walk various sec- 
W W tions of New York. They called me a way-

W I ward child. When I did come home, I knew
what to expect when my father came home. Not a spankin ’, a 
whippin’.

O?-. ; My parents were doing their best to raise me, but I just 

W didn’t let ’em. When I was given a ticker-tape parade after 
winnln? Wimbledon in fifty-seven, you could see no prouder 
parents of any child in life than my mother and father.
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Clara McBride Hale
Bom April 1,1905f in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Being black does not stop you. You can sit out in the world 
and say, “'Well, white people kept me back, and I can’t do 
this.” Not so. You can have anything you want if you make 
up your mind and you want it. You don’t have to crack 
nobody across the head, don’t have to steal or anything. 
Don’t have to be smart like the men up high stealing all the 
money. We’re good people and we try.

I’m not going to retire again. Until I die, I’m going to keep 
doing. My people need me. They need somebody that’s not 
taking from them and is giving them something.

We ’re going to open a place for children with AIDS be­
cause there’s no cure and these children will die. People shun 
them and it’s not their fault. I want them to live a good life 
while they can and know someone loves them.

■

y mother always had a house full of children. In 1969,1 decided I wouldn’t take care of no more children. 
Then my daughter sent me a girl with an addict baby. Inside 
of two months I had twenty-two babies living in*a five-room 
apartment. My decision to stop didn’t mean anything. It 
seems as though God wanted them. He kept sending them, 
and He kept opening a way for me to make it. It’s been over 
six hundred addicted babies.

We hold them and rock them. They love you to tell them 
how great they are, how good they are. Somehow, even at a 
young age, they understand that. They’re happy and they 
turn out well.

She had four children and all the neighbors’
children came to our house.

You couldn’t tell that my mother was not
white. See, my grandmother, they said she was

a beautiful woman. She was a slave and the master gave her
my mother. They had some mulattoes that they called “free
issues.” That’s what happened with my mother. She had all
the features of the master and she was as fair.

But she was a fair woman, I mean, not only in color. She
knew what was happening and she taught this. She kept
saying, “I want you to hold your head up and be proud of
yourself. We were brought over and we were enslaved all thh
time, but it’s over now. You’re supposed to be free, but you
aren’t free. Bemember that”

My husband and I had dreams of what we were going to do
with our children. We dreamed that they’d grow up and be
what they want to be and have a good life. My first child was
Nathan, Nathan Hale. Oh, I was really an American. I
wanted them to know.

My husband died when my daughter Lorraine was five and
Nathan was six. There was no way under the sun that they
would give you any other job except domestic jobs. And that
meant being away all day from these poor little children who
had nobody.

So I decided to take in other people’s children. They were
coming for five days and going home Saturday and Sunday.
But they got so they didn’t want to go home. They wanted to • It’s back to being very bad for black people now. But I ’ll live 
stay with me altogether. So the parents would give me an
extra dollar, and that meant I kept them all the time. My
daughter said she was at least eleven years old before she
realized that these were not her sisters and brothers.

So I raised forty. Every one of them went to college, every
one of them graduated, and they have lovely jobs. They’re
some of the nicest people. Anything they wanted to do, I
backed them up. I have singers, dancers, preachers, and
things like that. They’re schoolteachers, lawyers, doctors,
anything else. No big name or anything, but they’re
happy.

■, . r.

Mother Hale opened the 
doors of Hale House in 
a Harlem brownstone in 
1973 to provide a life­
saving environment for 
the babies of young 
drug-addicted mothers. 
Hundreds of children 
have returned to health 
and to their rehabili­
tated parents after liv­
ing and being loved in 
this unique program, 
which is administered 
by her daughter, Dr. 
Lorraine Hale. In 1985, 
President Ronald 
Reagan cited Mother 
Hale as an "American 
hero:’

- ■ -j

through that, too. If I don’t, I have a daughter that will 
carry on. I have grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
They have the same feeling. When I’m gone, somebody else 
will take it up and do it This is how we’ve lived all these 
years.

I’m hoping that one day there will be no Hale House, that 
we won’t need anybody to look after these children, that the 
drugs will be gone.

I’m not an American hero. I’m a person that loves 
children.
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Lena Home
Bom June 30,1917, in Brooklyn, New York
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I wanted to be a teacher. I got sidetracked through my 
mother into show business. My grandmother couldn’t bear it 
that my mother was on the stage. In those days, we were 
freaks, and my mother was a freak. There was no respect for 
her. My mother had this crazy idea about me being a star.

i

Singer, actress, and leg­
endary beauty, Lena 
Home began her career 
at sixteen as a chorus 
girl at the Cotton Club 
in Harlem. Almost fifty 
years later she starred 
in a retrospective, Lena 
Home: The Lady and 
Her Music, the longest- 
running one-woman 
show in Broadway his­
tory. She performed in 
the 1940s’ film classics, 
Cabin in the Sky and 
Stormy Weather, and in 
the Broadway musical 
Jamaica. In 1984 she 
was honored by the 
Kennedy Center for 
lifetime achievement in 
the performing arts, 
and in 1987 she received 
the Pied Piper Award 
from the American 
Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers.

w

y grandmother [my father’s mother] said, 
“Don’t let anybody see you cry. Hold your 
head up verystraight, look at people, and an­
swer them or question them distinctly.” And 
then her woman’s thing would come out be­

cause she’d say, “Don’t be as weak as your mother.” Well,
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Until I struck this man in a nightclub in Hollywood [for his 
racist insult], I never knew that anybody knew anything 
about me. I got telegrams from black people saying, “How 
wonderful, we didn’t know.” I just automatically thought 
that black people knew that if you were black, you were going 
to catch hell. They thought because I was me that I wasn’t 
catching hell.

It was a damn fight everywhere I was, every place I 
worked, in New York, in Hollywood, all over the world.

When I was sent South early, I lived with people who existed 
on leavings from white people’s tables. Then, in the sixties, 
when I went South, when I went back and found people that 
had taken care of me when I was a little girl, I found that I 
was a part of something bigger than myself.

The impact of them killing Medgar Evers hit me so hard 
because I saw him and his wife doing, God, this fantastic 
work in that place. It brought me back to life. Then I be­
longed, finally. I think I earned my way back, but it was a 
rough process. Mississippi, it killed me, but it woke me up 
And I cried for the first time in many years.

As an artist I had been very rigid and cold. When I sang in 
Mississippi, in a church there, my heart just broke. When I 
was with my own people, I began to be a better artist and 
performer. I turned my prejudice loose.

Don’t be afraid to feel as angry or as loving as you can, 
because when you feel nothing, it’s’just death.

11
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It took me many years to be able to sing, because I wasn’t a 
natural singer. I could carry a tune, but that was about it.

My own people didn’t see me as a performert>ecause they 
were busy trying to make a living and feed themselves. Until 
I got to Cafd Society in the forties, I didn’t even have a black 
audience and then it was mixed.

I was always battling the system to try to get to be with my 
people. Finally, I wouldn t work for places that kept us out. I 
couldn’t get a place to live, so I fought for housing. The mere 
fact of living had to be fought, because I was black and I 
never lost sight of that.

/ T
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I’m glad I lived through the sixties, because that’s the first 
time and the last time I saw a commingling of whites and 
blacks with an attitude that started out to be very right and 
very healthy. And then, of course, it was over. But I saw it 
and that did me a lot of good.

I never thought I’d live this long to see this kind of ruin, 
decimation. My own people are so disillusioned, desperate, 
and angry. Angrier than in the sixties, I think, except they 
have no place to put this anger.

.■gj: bleak, might have finished me.
My father was a gambler and a racketeer. Because he knew 

how loathsome life was, he taught me a lot He gave me all the 
street knowledge I needed to survive.

My father used to have these old sayings like, ‘ ‘ Don’t trust 
no bush that quivers.” He paid off the cops and was allowed 
to run his rackets. He used to say, “Don’t whine, pay the .

g My grandmother took me to her meetings from the time I 
was little until I was fifteen. She was in the Urban League, 
the NAACP, and the Ethical Culture Society. I was sur­
rounded by adult activities. I’m glad because if I hadn’t had 

•j that from her, then the other side of my life, which was more

Out there in Hollywood, I was completely isolated. I went 
through some funny times because they didn’t know what 
black people were like. Me and the shoeshine boy were the 
only two black people out there at the studio, most every day. 

My father had scared them to death. I think that was the 
first time a black man had ever come into Louis B. Mayer’s 
office and said, “I don’t want my daughter in this mess.” 
There was all this kind of crap that, in our business, par­
ticularly, is sexual. He was so articulate and so beautiful, 
they just said, “Well, don’t worry.” And they didn’t know 

I' what to do with me.
I was unique in that I was a kind of black that white people 

could accept I was their daydream. I had the worst kind of 
acceptance because it was never for how great I was or what I 
contributed. It was because of the way I looked.

I made a couple of stands out there at MGM and I was 
£ encouraged on the surface. But the very people that I had 

admired and written to for advice to turn down these parts, 
were sending their sisters or their cousins.

w
bill,” if you owe it.
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g * J that was the fight that strengthened me, because I would take 
| up for my mother.

I rt'

a She didn’t understand anything. Her mother had raised her
to be a little princess.



Jean Blackwell Hutson
Born September 7,1914, in Summerfield, Florida
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P ■ ? In 1936’1 reived a telegram to come here to work at the old
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their hue. So one night I stayed and arranged these books by

- 1 many African art objects more waling of African history really was surprised how at I felt and liberated And 
than books. Schomburg’s library was one that incorporated then I realised that it was my first experience being accepted

. _ the idea of Negroes in the other parts of the world as well as as a person without regard to race.

89i?"'

floor, while she was out on maternity leave. In my freshness I 
got into trouble with Mr. Schomburg.

k ■

you and call you a nigger. But they didn’t care that much.
I was at the Harlem Library and that was when Langston 

[Hughes] and Ralph [Ellison] and the boys used to come 
and sit in the library and talk. That’s where I first knew John 
Henrik Clark and I met Richard Wright that way.

■ 135th Street branch library. I was substituting for the li-
- brarian of the Schomburg Collection, which was on the top

1 . His books had been catalogued by the Dewey Decimal Sys-
; , tem, but he had ignored that and he kept the books in his

. rarest collection arranged by the height of their spine and
] Ilifey their hue. So one night I stayed and arranged these books by 

ie decimal system so that everybody else could locate them

I
few*’

One of the main things the Schomburg does is supply the 
ammunition for change. It is a part of the public library, 
open to everybody, everywhere. You don’t have to be regis­
tered at the university to have access to the materials. You 
don’t have to pay an admission fee to come in, and the cata­
logue is available all around the world. That has been and 
continues to be the opportunity that the Schomburg offers.

was born three months premature. My father was 
about to knock up this little wooden box to bury me in, 
so he told me. He coifld hardly hit the nails, he was 
crying so hard. Then I started yelling and I’ve been 
talking ever since.

It took me ten years to return as curator of the Schomburg. 
When the Schomburg Collection was transferred from the 
branch libraries to the research libraries [in 1972 and re­
named the Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture], I remember one man said that the branch libraries 
loved people and the research libraries loved books.

I cleaned out a storehouse of uncatalogued materials, four 
closets of stuff. We got all that material catalogued. Some of 
it was fabulous. There was a WPA [Works Progress Admin- 
istration] art project on Negroes in the history of New York.

Kwame Nkrumah [then the president of Ghana] sent a very 
eloquent letter for W.E.B. Du Bois’s ninetieth birthday in 
which he paid tribute to what the Schomburg had meant to 
him. That was where he got a chance to read his own history. 
He wanted this kind of library for his young people.

That was how I went to work at the Af ricana collection at 
the University of Ghana in the 1964-65 semester. It was 
really a very liberating experience for me. I remember feel­
ing ashamed of being fifty years old, an old lady. But being 
in Africa meant that I was respected and sought after. I

■1

that art and literature are the precursors of political activity. 
He said that the Harlem Renaissance inspired the political 

■: mdependence movements of Africa. Every last one of them

- ■ — - 0--------- ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ y * w wvwmwkv

Political explosion.

__________
. During the Harlem Renaissance people came from the Ca- 

• ribbean as well as from the South and brought together all 
| this inspiration and protest. Uopold SMar Senghor, the Af- 

mean scholar [and long-time president of Senegal], feels 
that art and literature are the nreenrsnrs af nnlitinnl nnHvitv

One of the most rewarding experiences I had was opening 
up the Africans collection. It was very good, but it was lim­
ited to people who lived and stayed on the African continent. 
One day I just couldn’t stand it I went in and had a three- 
hour session with the head librarian, an Englishman who 
had worked all his life on the African continent. He finally 
conceded that those of us who lived abroad were still Af­
ricans, that we were still making -our contribution to the 
continent and still had a place in the African collection. I 
was proud that I left that collection with historical and geo­
graphical boundaries greatly extended.

After I left the Schomburg Collection I became the guinea

- the United States, whereas the other collections all started 
with slavery, as if this was the beginning. This collection was 
purchased by the New York Public Library in 1926, and it 
became the center of all sorts of meetings.

e —— 1 ■ 1 1 —— w,

HE ribbean as well as from the South and brought together all 
this insniration on/] rvvv.l-no* O__ 1__ A a

it,

jlfei from the card catalogue. When he came in the next day, he 
1-, couldn’t find anything. He forbade me to come back into the 

i place. We had had an amiable relationship until then.
' - S He was a very cordial, loquacious, arty person to know. He 
I . K often said that be was inspired by bad teaching. He and some
•I other dark-skinned boys in his native Puerto Rico had asked 
7, /M- why didn ’* study Negro history and they were told that 

Negroes had no history. I think that’s when he started col- 
' lecting every evidence he could find on Negroes.

- 1|F: Schomburg had a different concept of our history. His 
| collection included nonbook materials, because he found

For thirty-two years, 
Jean Blackwell Hutson 
guided the development 
of the Schomburg 
Center for Research in 
Black Culture, the 
world’s most compre­
hensive collection of 
materials documenting 
the history and culture 
of peoples of African 
descent. From curator 
in 1948 to chief until 
1980, she worked to ac­
quire, catalogue, and 
exhibit materials under 
the auspices of the New 
York Public Library. 
She lectured on history 
at the City College of 
New York for over a de­
cade and retired in 
1984.
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had the writing and the musical expression before the 
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P'R 10 SO and work in other branch libraries where, sup- 
Poa*dly' no Negroes could work. I learned that customers 

- ® ,tealIy.didn’t eare what eolor handed them the books, unless 
y°U didn’t find what they wanted. Then they might look at

Os-

I

I Bi 
; I 
: iO

K



1
Tom Morrison
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Bom February 18,1931, in Lorain, Ohio
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circumstances. Then you learn that, yes, you may forget the 
perfect Sentence you thought of in a traffic jam, it may not 
come back. AncTthen you realize it doesn’t matter because a 
better one will come.

I never played it safe in a book. I never tried to play to the 
gallery. For me, it was this extraordinary exploration. You 
have to be willing to think the unthinkable.

I always think I’m at some archaeological site and I find 
this shard, a little piece of pottery and then I have to invent 
the rest. But first I have to go to the place, move the dirt, find 
why I am there. What’s interesting here, why are you fright­
ened, what is it that keeps nagging you? Then you see some­
thing, it may be a color, an image, a voice, and you build from 
it.

If you 're going to hold someone down you ’re going to have to 
hold onto the other end of the chain. You are confined by 
your own system of repression.

My job is to not become anybody’s creature, not the pub­
lisher’s, not the critical establishment’s, not the media's, not 
anybody’s. I’m not doing anyone justice, not the women’s 
movement, not the black movement, not novels, not anyone, if 
I toe the line. I want to write better. Think better. I don’t 
know how not to want that. And better for me may not be in 
step with what is current and prevailing.

When I first began to write, I was a little breathless, be­
cause I wasn’t sure that a particular expression or sensibility 
would be there tomorrow. And one can panic under those 

Toni Morrison is one of 
America’s most cele­
brated and successful 
novelists. She was 
awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction in 
1988 for her fifth novel, 
Beloved, and received 
the National Book 
Critics Award for Song 
of Solomon in 1978. 
She was an editor at 
Random House for two 
decades and was the 
Albert Schweitzer
Professor of Humanities 
at the State University 
of New York at Albany 
before assuming the 
Robert Goheen 
Professorship in the 
Humanities Council at 
Princeton in 1989.

When the Pulitzer was awarded, the response in many quar­
ters—white, black, male, female, young and old—was “we.” 
“We did it I” It’ had a sense of hallelujah about it But it's 
foolish to surrender to that because it interferes with work. 
I’d begin to think of myself in my sleep as Toni Morrison 
comma Pulitzer Prize, and never get anything done.

Writing wonderful books is not going to make me a won­
derful person. I alone can improve myself and make myself 
more like the person I would like to grow to be.

I hate ideological whiteness. I hate when people come into 
my presence and become white. I’d just been elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and a man whom I 
used to read in anthologies eame up to me and said, “Hello, 
welcome to the Academy.” Then his third sentence was about 
his splendid black housekeeper. This little code saying, “I 
like black people or I know one, ’ ’ is humiliating for me—and 
should have been for him.

In the beginning, people asked me a lot of questions about 
whether I consider myself a black writer or a woman writer. 
I was fighting shy of labels that had quite other meanings. 
Obviously, any artist wants to feel that there is something in 
her work that all peoples of the world are receptive to. On the 
other hand, I did not want to be erased. I didn’t want my 
blackness to be erased, I didn’t want my femininity to be 
erased. I wanted it to be very clear that “universal” is not 
for me a buzzword for not political or not ethnic.

1f

remember myself as surrounded by extraordinary 
adults who were smarter than me. I was better edu­
cated, but I always thought that they had true wisdom 
and I had merely book learning. It was only when I 
began to write that I was able to marry those two

things: wisdom and education.

Being a black woman novelist is a novel position. When I 
turned in the manuscript of The Bluest Eye in 1968, there 
was a lot of interest in certain kinds of black expression. But 
I had written something separate from the harangue and the 
confusion. The company that published my first book didn’t 
have any sense of my being a person who could write a second 
one. They weren’t buying a writer, they were buying that one 
book because it was black—not because they thought it was 
any good.

You can’t evolve good criticism until you have good books. 
I was in publishing and felt that white editors didn’t always 
give black writers the respect of serious and rigorous editing 
that they deserved. And it was hard to get the balanced 
attention of the critics and reviewers because they wanted to 
talk about anything but political implications. Then they 
started talking about the political implications and they 
never talked about the artistic strategies. They didn't give 
you two legs to walk on, always one.

Now the reading of black fiction is becoming system­
atically analyzed. There is the emergence of theories of crit­
icism that address the art and its culture.

I
I

I
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Constance Baker Motley
Bom September 14,1921, in New Haven, Connecticut

Everybody we knew worked at Yale washing dishes or the other, segregation was stricken as unconstitutional. This1/ .J rr? ■ ~ Everybody we knew worked at Yale washing dishes or the other, segregation was stricken as unconstitutional. This 
; waiting on tables or whatever. Nevisians believed in helping resulted in a revolution In this country—a social revolution
« eaCh °tber' There WaS n° Sltting ar°Und d°ing nothing- Birmingham in 1954 and ’55, that was a scary place. Now
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It was 1940, and I had finished high school and wasn’t in 
college. A very successful businessman who had built a com-

>

The demand of people going into the legal profession today is 
to be well prepared educationally. Two law clerks that I had 
had PhDs, then they went to law school. That’s the kind of 
competition you’re talking about.

if.

Haven at that time so we didn’t encounter a great deal of 
hostility from the whites. In fact, many were patronizing. 
They did things for blacks. That was the thing to do.

■

si

coming from Nevis, ait island in the Caribbean where 
my parents—and Alexander Hamilton—were born.

When President Lyndon 
Johnson appointed
Constance Baker 
Motley to the United 
States District Court in 
1966, she became the 
first black woman to be 
a federal judge. One of 
the courtroom tacticians 
of the civil rights move­
ment, she worked for 
twenty years with the 
NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund. She was the only 
woman elected to the 
New York Senate in 
1964, and has been the 
only woman Manhattan 
borough president 
(1965-66). Beginning 
in 1982, she served four 
years as Chief Judge of 
the Southern District of 
New York, and in 1986 
she assumed senior 
judge status.

You can’t invent events. They just happen. But you have to 
be prepared to deal with them when they happen.

When I was in my senior year at Columbia I got a job

munity center for blacks was very concerned about getting When you see black people on television brushing their teeth 
black people to use it more. When he had a meeting to hear with Colgate like everybody else, that says much more than

We always lived in an integrated neighborhood and I always it has emerged and they have a black mayor. I never thought
Z™110 d Sch001s- ^h®re, were very few blacks in New I would live long enough to see that much change.

I think the Meredith case was the most frightening, be­
cause we had no protection. James Meredith [in 1962 the first 
black to attend the University of Mississippi] believed that 
he was going to be shot and killed in the black community by 
some black paid to kill him.

any civil rights activist or orator. When whites turn on tele­
vision and see black people the same as white people, sub­
consciously they are accepting this tremendous change which 
has eome into society.

The suggestion that women should be equal and have a job 
that a man might have touches people in a very sensitive way. 
It is not as readily accepted as the idea of equality for 
blacks; I think there is much more trouble with that. That’s a 
really deep revolution.

Had I been economically successful, that would have been 
a problem for my husband. But I wasn’t any threat because I 
wasn’t making any money. When I was working for the 
NAACP, in the very early days, I’d have to borrow lunch 
money from him.

I don’t know any of my classmates at Columbia who have 
been particularly successful. Financially, I guess some have. 
But they don’t see their names in law books. I do. I feel good 
about that

■ -

3'

The idea of getting greater political power is something 
which young blacks are concentrating on. Someday there’ll 
be a black governor in Georgia and all the other southern 
states where they have large black populations. Something 
which we think is impossible how is not impossible in another 
decade.

grew up in New Haven in a community where people this century. In the next century, there may be some other 
worked. Our house was like a halfway house for people movement equally spectacular in terms of legal decisions, but 

the Supreme Court decisions of 1954 to ’64 are exceptional in 
terms of their constitutional significance. In one case after

from people in the community, I said I thought the reason 
. ; < blacks were not participating was because they were not on 

*“'"J ” J' * ” ................. ’
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know, the average lawyer never even sees the Supreme Court, 
mt alone gets to argue a case there.

I was a part of a civil rights movement, involved in spec­
tacular legal victories which we are not going to duplicate in

i was in my senior year at Columbia 1 got a job as a 
clerk with Thurgood Marshall, who was then the head of the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund. For me that was a stroke of 
luck because I got in on the ground floor of the civil rights 
legal revolution.

I got a chance to actually try cases, argue cases in the 
Courts of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court. You

the board of directors. To many black adults that was an 
insensitive thing to say. They viewed me as a young person 
who just didn’t know how to act

The next day I got a call from the black director of the 
community center to go see this businessman, Clarence 
Blakeslee. He said he would be glad to pay for my college 
education. He asked me what I wanted to be. I said I wanted 
to be a lawyer. He didn’t believe that women could make it in 
law, but he figured that if I had that ambition who was he to 

j!;:> say no. So he said, “Just let me know when you’re ready to 
go.’’

I finished college [Fisk and New York University] in two 
and a half years and Columbia Law School in 1946. Yes, he 
was able to see me finish

£.

3



Leontyne Price
Bom February 10,1927, in Laurel, Mississippi
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I never thought any institution was more important than 
myself. I think that happens, for example, in Hollywood. You 
let the institution take you over and you are vulnerable, 
which means that when they get ready, they can discard you.

I wasn’t uncomfortable singing at the inaugural ceremony 
for my friend William Winter, the governor of Mississippi, 
because I thought I belonged there. It was as much my cap­
ital as his.

We should not have a tin cup out for something as impor­
tant as the arts in this country, the richest in the world. 
Creative artists are always begging, but always being used 
when it’s time to show us at our best.

You should always know when you’re shifting gears in life. 
You should leave your era, it should never leave you.

Now I’m doing recitals, orchestra things, master classes. If 
somebody thinks I can still sing, I’ve got a wheelchair in the 
wings. But I have not retired. From pressure I have retired, 
but I’m not ever going to retire from anything else.

When Leontyne Price 
debuted at the 
Metropolitan Opera ' 
House in 1961, she re­
ceived a rapturous 
forty-two-minute ova­
tion for her perfor­
mance as Leonora in II 
Trovatore. The seventh 
black person to make a 
Metropolitan debut, she 
was the first to achieve 
worldwide status as 
“prima donna assoluta!’ 
During her career of al­
most a quarter-century, 
she received major hon­
ors, including eighteen 
Grammy Awards and 
the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

The Prices and the Chisolms have been friends all our lives. 
Those two families helped to bridge the gap in Laurel. My 
aunt was in the Chisolms’ domestic service for fifty years. 
My parents were married on their estate. After I graduated

My proudest moment, operatically speaking, was my debut 
at the Metropolitan. It was my first real victory, my first 
unqualified acceptance as an American, as a human being, as 
a black, as an artist, the whole thing.

I was the first black diva that was going to hang on. My 
being prepared is the reason I didn’t go away. That is really 
the substance of my pioneering. Marian [Anderson] had 
opened the door. I kept it from closing again.

I sang seven roles my first season at the Metropolitan Op­
era, I was that prepared. My first invitation to the Metro­
politan I refused, because I was not.

Art is the only thing you cannot punch a button for. You 
must do it the old-fashioned way. Stay up and really burn the 
midnight oil. There are no compromises.

Accomplishments have no color.

My mother took me to see Marian Anderson. When I saw this 
wonderful woman come from the wings in this white satin 
dress, I knew instantly: one of these days, I’m going to come 
out of the wings. I don’t know what color the dress is going to 
be but I’m going to be center stage, right there, where I saw 
her. The light dawned. It was a magic moment.

!

I don’t love anything more than hearing my own voice. It’s a 
personal adoration.

Listening to my recordings is like filling your pores with 
inspiration, and where better to get it from than yourself, 
because that substance is a combination of everyone who con­
tributed something, your mama, your papa, the community, 
your teachers, everybody and everything. Applause is the 
fulfillment. From Mississippi to*the Met. That’s the pinnacle. 
That forty-two minute ovation was like having climbed the 
mountain. ...

Once you get on stage, everything is right. I feel the most 
beautiful, complete, fulfilled. I think that’s why, in the ease 
of noncompromising career women, parts of our personal 
lives don’t work out. One person can’t give you the feeling 
that thousands of people give you.

I have never given all of myself, even vocally, to anyone. I 
was taught to sing on your interest, not your capital.

I do like being in competition with me.

y mother is responsible for having delivered 
more babies than any midwife in the history 
of Jones County, Mississippi. To this date, she 
is my greatest inspiration.

The way I was taught, being black was a
plus, always. Being a human being, being in America, and 
being black, all three were the greatest things that could 
happen to you. The combination was unbeatable.

I received a toy piano for Christmas at the age of five or 
six. I had an awful lot of attention, I was center stage from 
the time I received that toy piano. I felt a musical sense of . 
direction. I had the disease then, I could tell, because you 
really have to be a monster very early.

I think we performers are monsters. We are a totally dif­
ferent, far-out race of people. I totally and completely admit, 
with no qualms at all, my egomania, my selfishness, coupled 
with a really magnificent voice.

In some of my operatic roles—maybe the strength of my 
portrayal of Aida—I reveal the wonderful thing that it is to 
be a black princess.

with a teacher’s degree from Central State College in Ohio, 
they were my sponsors for my New York studies at Juilliard. 

Nobody ever thought <if a career, nobody had that much 
money to gamble on it, which is the reason that some young 
people even now don’t go into the classical field unless they 
have a sponsor. It’s too difficult, too dangerous.

My father never understood it but he thought it was the 
most glorious thing he had ever heard in his life, that his 
baby girl would have this ability to understand all this stuff.

i
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Beah Richards5

Bom July 12,1226, in Vicksburg, Mississippi
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The time has come for a perception of compassion in this 
world. What is this orgy of hate we are going into and where 
is it going to lead us! If hate had been the motivating thing 
in my life, I would be dead.

I decided I wouldn’t bring a child into this world for 
anything. I adore them but it’s the repetitive suffering 
quality of life that I wouldn’t want to see anybody go 
through. I can’t stand to see children suffer.

Beah Richards is an 
actress, poet, and play­
wright of special 
sensitivity. She was 
nominated for an Oscar 
for her portrayal of the 
passionately peacemak­
ing mother in the film 
Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner? Among her nu­
merous credits for 
stage, television, and 
film are featured roles 
in James Baldwin’s 
The Amen Corner, 
Ossie Davis’s Purlie 
Victorious, and Lillian 
Hellman’s The Little 
Foxes. In 1988, she won 
an Emmy award for 
her performance in 
Frank’s Place. She lives 
in California.

We had great hope that education was really going to do it. 
But education was an indoctrination. Both class and race 
survived education, and neither should. What is education 
then? If it doesn't help a human being to recognize that 
humanity is humanity, what is it for? So you can make a 
bigger salary than other people ?

If there is any equality now, it has been our struggle that 
put it there. Because they said, “All people are created 
equal.” They said “all” and meant “some.” They meant 
“white.” All means all, sweetheart.

The first play I wrote was called All’s Well that Ends. It was 
about segregation. I did that because people put words in 
your mouth that have nothing to do with your life, your 
hopes, and aspirations. They were writing about “the 
Negro” and I was not “the Negro.” I was a black person.

I came along at a period when black writers were just 
being heard from. Most of the plays prior to the fifties were 
written about black people. In the fifties there were works by 
black people. You know, looking at something and letting it 
come out of you are two different things.

There are a lot of movies out there that I would hate to be 
paid to do, some real demeaning, real woman-denigrating 
stuff. It is up to women to change their roles. They are going 
to have to write the stuff and do it. And they will.

jK
B

fei;

~~Ef- n W family the word black was always a beautiful 
word. It was a word that my father and mother used. 

S When everybody was saying ‘ ‘ Negro ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ colored,' ’ 
ffi my family would use the term black. Many of the 

ichildren used to fight over the word. What was it about 
the word black that made it such a trap for many people and 

w,-' such a wonderful trip for us?

, Everybody in Vicksburg told me that I was going to be an 
actor. We didn’t even have a theater, and if they had one, I 

gfe- couldn’t go to it
I came to New York in 1950 and I was there five years 

before I did my first Broadway show, which was Take a Giant
ggi. Step, off-Broadway. I played the eighty-four-year-old grand- 

mother with no makeup. When the show was over, I could 
walk right past people and they never knew.,..

Sjg'.- When people look only at the surface and that satisfies 
them and they think from that surface they see, that is to be 
truly blind. There is no blindness like that.

S' In 1962, when I came to do The Amen Comer by James 
Baldwin, the director, Frank Silvera, told me, “Don’t act,

Bfj just be.” That’s when I became an actor. I ran into this 
philosophy of being. I was a liberated person after that. I 

gfe-’ think before I was a reactor. Now I am an actor, I can take 
the initiative.

J If yon go inside where all people are and where the essence of 
their being is, you are not going to find anything to hang 
your prejudices on.

Race, what is that? Race is a competition, somebody win­
ning and somebody losing. That’s what we have translated it 
to be. But it is more like a family. If you can use my heart, 
my liver, or my eye, then we are more a family than a compe­
tition. Blood doesn’t run in races! Come on!
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“At times I feel my life doesn’t 
belong to Eddie Robinson, 

it belongs to the kids.”

Grambling. We played in Tokyo and 
Hawaii, and before as many as 64,000

uZ'

America is all about.”

f.:----

[ ■'

me: I’m proud to be an American. 
America is the greatest country in the 
world. I’ve had ups and downs, but I try '3 
and stay positive

“We’ve had a good thing going at > 

After spending his high school years 
playing for Kraft, Robinson played 
quarterback at now defunct Leland Col­
lege in Baker, Louisiana, further whet­
ting his appetite for coaching. After 
graduating and marrying his long-time 
sweetheart, Doris, Robinson took a 25 
cents-an-hour job at a feed mill in Baton 
Rouge until a call went out for a football 
coach. The first call came from Louisiana 
Negro Normal, which is now Grambling 
State college Nearly 50 years later he 
is still at Grambling

“I have to be the happiest man in the 
world,” Robinson says, “for nearly 50 
years I’ve been making a living doing 
exactly what I love Football is my way 
of giving something back. The game and 
this country have been good to me, so 
I want to give back.

■:r-'
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“I hear people complain all the time 
about what is wrong with America. Not

1! ?

Bi

Robinson was born in Jackson, Loui­
siana and raised in Baton Rouge He 
developed his love for football and 
coaching as a third grader. “I went to a 
clinic put on by Julius Kraft, who coach­
ed the local high school team,” he says. 
“While most of the kids were concen­
trating on the players, my eyes and 
thoughts were on the coach. I liked the 
way he talked to the team, the way he 
made us all laugh, and most of all, the 
way everyone respected him. I decided 
right then to become a coach.”

B

■
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fans. People respect what we’re doing here. 
I think my greatest thrill in sports was 
to see Doug Williams play so well in the 
1988 Super Bowl. People always said 
quarterbacks from Black schools couldn’t 
make it big in the NFL. We all know 
better.

“I’d like to keep coaching as long as 
Tm abla But when the curtain goes down 
on my career, I want people to say I gave 
to society and football all I had. I always 
wanted to be the best.”

® 3 1
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There are very few men who have 
graced this earth who achieve legend 
status. Those who do become synony­
mous with their chosen field. They often 
become larger than life, not so much for 
what they've accomplished, but for how 
they did it.

When sports historians mention the 
name of Grambling College football 
coach, Eddie Robinson, they will mention 
his 358 career wins—more than any other 
college football coach in history. They’ll 
talk about his two undefeated teams and 
about the 1971 season, when 43 former 
Grambling players were in National Foot­
ball League (NFL) training camps (still 
an NFL record). They will also count off 
the game’s great players who got their 
start at Grambling—Willie Davis, James 
Harris, Doug Williams, Willie Brown, 
Charlie Joiner. It would take a full four 
quarters to get through the entire list.

What really makes Robinson a legend, 
however, is the way he has lived his Ufa 
He is a classic example of the American 
dream. Rising from humble beginnings, 
he has twice been to the White House 
to meet with U.S. Presidents and he has 
received a host of awards. 'Yet his per­
sonal “report card” is based not on how 
many games he wins, but on how many 
young people he can touch.

“At times I feel my life doesn’t belong 
to Eddie Robinson,” he says, “it belongs 
to the kids. If they feel I’m a good person, 
then I want to be the best person I can 
ba If they look up to me as a good coach, 
I’m going to work as hard as I can to 
be the best coach in the world. I can’t 
let them down. Our youth is what

aS
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1AI Shanker posthumous

t

MEDAL OF FREEDOM 

as of 9/29

Misc. prominent Americans

Katharine Graham, 80, WF, Wash Post publisher

Children/Service

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 

author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

Historian

Arthur Schlesinger, 79, WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA 

or
Daniel Boorstin, WM 82 - former Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Frankel Prize in ‘89 

from Bush, Rhodes Scholar

or
C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 

author, NACCP consultant in 50's

Military

Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War; NSC recommendation 

or
Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 

CNO, force against discrimination in military, ran for Senate against Sen. Harry Byrd and lost

Statesman
Elliot Richardson, 77, WM - numerous Cab offices, 

(Others considered: Max Kampelman)

Race/Civil Rights

Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - civil rights; founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights; strong Vernon 

Jordan support

and

James Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 

teaches at Mary Washington College (can they travel?)

(Others considered: Louis Martin, posthumous - asst to JFK, godfather of black politics, 

founded NNewspapers Publishers Assn; Joint Center for Political and Econ studies 

Daisy Bates, BF, - civil rights activist, organized Central High 9, driving force behind 

LR’s integration effort)

Carl Sagan posthumous - astronomer for the masses

Bill Hendricks, Toys for Tots founder ~



prof

(Others considered: Maya Angelou, BF, 69 - prom AA poet)

't
(Frances Hesselbein)

0 iV^x^*** ~

(?)

Hispanic

Mario Obledo, HM, 65, attorney, immediate past Chair of Bd of Dir of National Rainbow 
Coalition [need JJ OK], former CA HEW Secy, co-founder Hispanic Bar Assoc, Chair of 

California Coalition of Hispanic Organizations, former Pres of LULAC

(Others considered; Bishop Augustin Roman, Miami Catholic Bishop, founded Cuban 

exile organization; Ernie Cortez, Texas activist.

Business
David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp;

or
Sol Linowitz, 83, JM - founded and chaired IntT Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer 

or
David Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission

Others considered:

Jimmy Carter & Rosalynn Carter (2 separate medals)

Religious

Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 

movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI 

decorated vet - Purple Heart and Bronze Star 

Msgr Higgins (Labor priest)

African American

Vernon Jordan, BM

or
Toni Morrison, 66 BF - literature, best selling author, Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton

Environmentalist

Margaret Mardy Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female grd 

of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole (can she travel?)

(Other considered: John Sawhill WM 61 - pres of NYU, NYC financial, head of Fedl 

Energy Adm during oil crisis, Dep DOE in ‘79, head of Nature Conservancy

*
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godfather of black politics, founded NNewspapers ? 

and Econ studies —1

Katharine Graham, 80, WF

Carl Sagan posthumous - astronomer for the masses

David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp;

Jimmy Carter

Rosalynn Carter

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 

author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

founded and chaired Inf 1 Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer

AOavid Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Infl Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission 

lax Kampelman

Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War 

Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 

CNO, force against discrimination in military, ran for Senate against Sen. Harry Byrd and lost

Maya Angelou, BF, 69 - prom AA poet, Wake Forest

Toni Morrison, 66 BF - literature, best selling author, Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton 

prof

__ ^Jliot Richardson, 77, WM - numerous Cab offices,

CZ

Arthur Schlesinger, 79, WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA 

Daniel Boorstin, WM 82 - former Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Frankel Prize in ‘89 

from Bush, Rhodes Scholar

C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 

author, NACCP consultant in 50's

i Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - civil rights; founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights; strong Vernon 

Jordan support

I James Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 
teaches at Mary Washington College

rLouis Martin, posthumous - asst to JFK, godfather of black politics, founded NNewspapers ? 

Publishers Assn; Joint Center for Political and Econ studies —A
Tj Daisy Bates, BF, - civil rights activist, organized Central High 9, driving force behind LR’s 
J integration effort,

Shanker posthumous
Z-^l Linowitz, 83, JM - ft
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Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 

movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI decorated 

vet (Purple Heart and Bronze Star)

Msgr Higgins (Labor priest)

Bishop Augustin Roman, HM, 69 - Miami Catholic Bishop, Cuban refugee advocate, bom in 

Cuba, helped to mediate riots in ‘87, opposed our Haitian refugee policy, founded Cuban exile 

organization with chapter in 20 countries

Mario Obledo (Maria Echaveste) , ,

Margaret Mardy Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female grd 

of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole

John Sawhill WM 61 - Belle Sawhill’s husband, pres of NYU, NYC financial, head of Fedl 

Energy ADM during oil crisis, Dep DOE in ‘79, head of Nature Conservancy, director of Tri- 

Lateral Comm
■■J

In reserve:

Mary Fisher, 49, WF - GOP, AIDS activist, 92 and 96 Convention Speaker

More research:
Frances Hesselbein, 79, WF - Girls Scouts, minority membership, management reform in non­
profits - **^'7 7

Msgr Higgins —

Mario Obledo - 

Bishop Roman

Margaret Murie (check with Katie) 

Elliot Richardson (check with Ruff) 

Max Kampelman
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Louis Martin, pi
Publishers Assn;

Katharine Graham, 80, WF

Elliot Richardson, 77, WM - numerous Cab offices,

Carl Sagan posthumous - astronomer for the masses

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 
author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

Jimmy Carter

Rosalynn Carter

Arthur Schlesinger, 79, WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA 

Daniel Boorstin, WM 82 - former Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Frankel Prize in ‘89 

from Bush, Rhodes Scholar

C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 

author, NACCP consultant in 50's

David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp;

Al Shanker posthumous

Sol Linowitz, 83, JM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer

David Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission 

Max Kampelman

Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War

Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 
CNO, force against discrimination in military, ran for Senate against Sen. Harry Byrd and lost

Maya Angelou, BF, 69 - prom AA poet, Wake Forest

Toni Morrison, 66 BF - literature, best selling author, Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton 

prof

Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - civil rights; founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights; strong Vernon 

Jordan support

James Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 

teaches at Mary Washington College

posthuinotts^gsst-to JFK^gedfethci of black pulilics, founded NNewspapers 
ilishers Assn; Joint Center for Political and Econ studies

.Daisy Batgs^Bfi—-eiviLdghis_activi^t7t5fganizea~Ccntral High 9, diiviiig fuice-behind LR’s 

integration effort,
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Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 

movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI decorated 

vet (Purple Heart and Bronze Star)

Msgr Higgins (Labor priest)

In reserve:
Mary Fisher, 49, WF - GOP, AIDS activist, 92 and 96 Convention Speaker

More research:

Frances Hesselbein, 79, WF - Girls Scouts, minority membership, management reform in non­

profits

Msgr Higgins

Mario Obledo

Bishop Roman

Margaret Murie (check with Katie)

Elliot Richardson (check with Ruff)

Max Kampelman

Margaret Mardy Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female grd 

of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole

John Sawhill WM 61 - BellegaiYhill’s husband,piesdTNYGrNYC4mfmciatrTieacrof Fedl 
EnergyADMaturing oil^risis. Dep DOE^n-^Thead of Nature Conservancy, director of Tri- 
Uatefal Comm^
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Bishop Augustin Roman, HMr6^-MiamiCatholicBishoprCubaiixefiigee-advocate, born in 

Cuba, he IperFtomediate riots in ‘87, opposed our Haitian refugee policy, founded Cuban exile 
organization witlTcfiapter in 20 countries

Mario Obledo (Maria Echaveste)



Adm Crowe, 72, WM - JCS, Ambassador, ‘92, Persian Gulf War

KathaHne Graham, 80, WF
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', WM - Kennedy staff, prominent Presidential historian, founded ADA

2^ —**Carl Sagan posthumous - astronomer for the masses

X* ZL-Jdc^^Al Shanker posthumous
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David Rockefeller, 82, WM - founded and chaired Int’l Exec Service Corps, Chase National 

Bank, Head of council of Foreign Relations; philanthropy; MoMA; Tri-Lateral Commission

Arnie Aronson, 86, JM - civil rights; founded Leadership Conf on Civil Rights; strong Vernon 

Jordan support

Sol Linoyvitz, 83, JM - founded and chaired IntT Exec Service Corps, CEO of Xerox; Panama 

Canal treaty negotiator, OAS Ambassador; lawyer

Adm Zumwalt, 76 WM - commander US forces in Vietnam; lost son to cancer (Agent Orange), 

CNO, force against discrimination in military, ran for Senate against Sen. Harry Byrd and lost

■"■^’’Arthur Schlesinger, 79.

*

David Kearns, 66, WM - Bush UnderSecy of Ed; former CEO Xerox; education, CEO of New 

American Schools Development Corp; v

Robert Coles, 67, WM - Duke and Harvard prof; Pulitzer Prize, MacArthur Foundation winner; 
author; social development of children; social ethics, ethic of service

Louis-Martin, posthumous - asst to JFK, godfather of black politics, founded NNewspapers 

Publishers Assn; Joint Center for Political and Econ studies
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Jimmy Carter/Rosalynn Carter ^4) QofA S

JamCs Farmer, 87, BM - founded CORE; civil rights giant, Asst Secy HEW during Nixon; 

teaches at Mary Washington College
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d, higher cd-expert, prof emeritus,

- de; •MMENDED (good on integration bad

Chandler, early

-'AnirDruyan>48. Wl^JSaggrrts-widow^co-wrote withdum

UNM prof

inti lawyer, Pres pfHausef-EmindStionrcampaigne^for 
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Nixon, UN
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Jill Ker-Conway^ Smith CbTTe^PresidenT?5--&5^Prefat MIT, women’s history

ron - author, teacher, Founder of Library of America Press, teaches at NW, founder of 
ierican Studies movement

•e AllieriuanrAmericans for Indian Opportuniiy^women’s 
’68, civil rights, ran for VP on Citizens Party Ticket in ‘80,

:enheim fellow, Natl Medal of Arts 

|, Poetry Consultant to Lib of Congress

Julia Child, 84, WF - Qalston loves, “joyous...pinch of Clinton”, 8 books, PBS, panache, joined 

_ IS (pre-CIA) in WWII

Herbwt-BrowneJ|, Eisenho
on other stuff - RecLTSuafe)
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Mary Fisher, 49, WF - GOP, AIDS activist, 92 and 96 Convention Speaker"\

LaDonjiaJlarris, 66 NAFj^Native AmcricairrAmerieans for Indian Opportuniiy^wo 
'sneVement, afounderoHTWPC in ‘68, civil rights, ran for VP on Citizens Party Ticke

D^iiielBoorsJitfrW^M^^ferrmerJ 
from BuSiT^Rhodes Scholar

Herma Hill Kay, 62, WF - NOTJ1EGQMMENDED (wrapped-Hp^Qqx209-Bd of Regents- big 
AfActipn supporteT^-Dcan-oFBoalt, with Justice Ginsburg, seminal legal text on gender disc/ q

Frances Hesselbein, 79, WF - Girls Scouts, minority membership, management reform in non­

profits _

^"Maya Angelou, BF, 69 - prom AA poet, Wake Forest

Daisy Bates, BF, - civil rights activist, organized Central High 9, driving force behind LR’s 
integration effort,

Rita Himser, 62WVF - GOP, i
Nixoi^alestimanTTghtsMslQT^RECOMMENDED coacxi.

Librarian of Congress, prom historian, Frankel Prize in ‘89

(Gwendolyn Brooks^SO, BF ■^writerjjoet, PulitzeiyGuggenheim fellow, Natl Medal of Arts 
ftrtm Clilrtorrrfimt Blackrtrtwin Pulitzer Prize in 1950, Poetry Consultant to Lib of Congress
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Mona VajvDuyn, 76, F - poxX-first female Poet Leurete^Puliizer in ‘91

Wilma Mankiller - formerChief of Cherokee tribe, first woman chief, wrapped in current 

controversy of tribe

Margaret Mardy Murie, 95, WF - wilderness conservation, last link b/w Muir, first female grd 
of univ of Alaska, very ill, lives in Jackson Hole <ti<_

Toni Morrison, 66 BF - literature, best selling author, Nobel Prize for literature in ‘93, Princeton 

prof

Cruz Rjynoso, HM, 66 - former CA SupJZt. voted off CpiirtwthJte^BiTdFlJCLA Law prof, 
ci\]jights>aGtiAd?fjCA^RuraKSegaL^ssistance?li?srHispanic on CA Sup Ct (ft
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Alexander Schindler, JM, 71 - longtime of Union of Hebrew Cong; leader of Reform 
movement, first Reform Jew to be elected to Conf of Pres of Major Jewish Org, WWI decorated 
vet (Purple Heart and Bronze Star) /
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C. Vann Woodward, WM 78 - most prominent Southern historian, Pulitzer, teaches at Yale, 

author, NACCP consultant
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Medal of Freedom Possibilities

/

Name Recommender AteajQtGontributionsAge

POTUS interest civil rightsAronson. Arnie 86

various President, the Carter CenterCarter. Jimmy 72

the Carter Center, mental healthCarter. Rosalynn various69
j;

McCurry early childhood development specialistColes, Robert 67

military, international negotiationsBergerCrowe, Admiral William 72

civil rights, educationvariousFarmer, James 87

journalism, freedom of the pressGraham. Katharine 80 Verveer

education, businessVerveerKearns, David 66

international service corpsLinowitz, Sol 83 various

civil rightsMartin, Louis d.

philanthropy, int'l service corps, artsvariousRockefeller, David 82

education, science, fictionvariousSagan, Cart d.

history, ADAPOTUS interestSchlesinger, Arthur 79

integration, teachers' unionsDorskindShanker, Albert d.

militaryZumwalt, Admiral E. R. 76!

i
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Additional Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Recommender Area_of.ContributionsNames Age

MathewsAaron, Daniel

literature, African American studiesDorskindAngelou, Maya 69

re the Central High episode in Little RockPOTUSBates, Daisy

higher education; former Harvard Pres.MathewsBok, Derek 67

historian;former Librarian of CongressMathews82Boorstin, Daniel

poetry; former poetry consultant to Lib. ofMathewsBrooks, Gwendolyn

maybe also re the Central High episodePOTUSBrownell, Herbert

journalism (editor, L A. Times)Waldman(?)d.Chandler, Dorothy

Dorskind84Child, Julia

MathewsDavis, David Bryant

Lewis48Druyan, Ann

AIDS activismDorskind49Fisher, Mary

American Indians & women's rightsDorskind66Harris, LaDonna

international law, Middle Eastern affairsLewis62Hauser, Rita

non-profit management, Girl ScoutsMathewsHesselbein, Frances 79

Law school dean, sex-discrimination, lawDorskindKay, Herma Hill 62

women's studiesLewis62Ker-Conway, Jill
s

economicsDorskind76Kreps, Juanita

education, former Attorney General86 WLevi, Ed

American Indians & women's rightsLewisMankiller, Wilma 52

religion, educationVerveer (?)Marty, Martin 69

journalism, political scienceKaganMcGrory, Mary 78

literature, education, African Am. studiesKagan66Morrison, Toni

environmental advocacy & studies95 VerveerMurie, Mardy (Margaret)

CA Supreme Court (former justice)Echaveste (?)Reynoso, Cruz 66

public servant - multiple cabinet appts.POTUSRichardson, Elliott 77

Cuban refugee aidS. ValdezRoman, Bishop Augustin A 69

conservation, education, public serviceSternSawhill, John C. 61

Jewish reform movement71 LewisSchindler, Alexander

law, charity, public serviceVerveerSmith, Chesterfield 80

literature, women's studiesDorskindSteinem, Gloria 63

Kagan history, artsTuchman, Barbara d.

cooking, television

science, fiction (Sagan's widow)

80
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76 Dorskind poetry

78 Kagan history, sociology

microcredit, developing countriesYunnus, Muhammad (Bangladesh) 54 Stem

Van Duyn, Mona

Woodward, C. Vann
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06/20/93

09/30/93

11/15/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM
PRESENTED BY 

President Clinton

PARKS, Rosa L.
Civil rights pioneer, advocate for justice and
equality

FULBRIGHT, J. William
Public Servant, former U.S. Senator and Member,
U.S. House of Representatives from Arkansas, 
longtime Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, founder of the Fulbright Foreign
Scolarship Program

ASHE, Arthur, Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Athlete, former Professional Tennis Player,
Philanthropist, Author

POWELL, General Colin L., USA (WITH DISTINCTION)
Military Officer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of staff 
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, 
Persian Gulf, former Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs

RAYE, Martha
Entertainer, Humanitarian

BRENNAN, William J., Jr.
Public Servant, former Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court

DOUGLAS, Marjory Stoneman
Conservationist, led early crusade to preserve and 
restore the Florida Everglades

MARSHALL, Thurgood (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Public Servant, Attorney, former Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Solicitor General of the 
United States, United States Circuit Judge, first
African American to sit on the Supreme Court

RAUH, Joseph L., Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Lawyer, Civil Rights and Labor activist, former 
counsel, United Auto Workers, general counsel,
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

WISDOM, John Minor
Public Servant, former United States Circuit
Judge, Fifth Circuit

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist

CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America

FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commision 
on civil Rights

GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF

HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Womens Rights Advocate 

JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives from Texas

KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO

MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Illinois, Republican Leader
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09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

. , Jr.

SHRIVER, Robert Sargent
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps 

CHARREN, Peggy
Founder of Action for Children's Television

COLEMAN, William Thaddeus, Jr.
Public servant, former Sec. of Transportation, 
Chairman of the Board, NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund, lifetime of service for equal 
oppurtunity for all citizens

COONEY, Joan Ganz
Creator of Children's Television Workshop, creator 
of SESAME STREET

FRANKLIN, John Hope
Historian, has chronicled the history of African
Americans in the South

HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr.
Judge, academic, civil rights attorney

JOHNSON, Frank M
District Court, Appeals Court Judge, dismantled 
segregation, protected the rights of mentally ill 
and imprisoned

KOOP, C. Everett
Physican, former Surgeon General of the U.S.

NELSON, Gaylord A.
Public Servant, former Wisconsin State Legislator, 
Governor & United States Senator, advocate for the 
environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Labor activist, United Auto Workers president for
25 years

ROUSE, James W.
Urban planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland,
Boston's Faneuil Hall, Baltimore's Inner Harbor 

VELASQUEZ, William C. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R.
Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and
visually impaired

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal
Archbishop of Chicago Diocese, champion of racial
equality and arms control

BRADY, James Scott
Former Press Secretary for Pres. Reagan, wounded 
in assasination attempt, gun control advocate 

-FULLER, Millard D.
Founder and President of Habitat for Humanity,
nonprofit provider of low cost housing

'HAMBURG, David Alan
Physician, scientist, educator, child development
specialist, former President of Carnegie
Foundation

JOHNSON, John H.
Founder and CEO of Johnson Publishing, founder of
EBONY and JET magazines

LANG, Eugene M.
Philanthropist, founder of "I Have a Dream
Foundation", financial assistance to
underprivileged youth for education

NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
Member of the Polish underground during WWII,
former director of Radio Free Europe's Polish
Service, former National Director of
Polish-American Congress
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PANTOJA, Antonia
Educator, philanthropist, advocate of community
restoration and development, founder of ASPIRA

SAGAN, Ginetta
Human rights advocate. Amnesty International, and
Aurora Foundation

UDALL, Morris
Public Servant, former Congressman of 30 years,
environmental advocate and lawmaker

PERRY, William J.
Public servant, Secretary of Defense

DOLE, Robert J.
Soldier, Statesman, US Senator and longest serving
Republican Leader



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Septembers, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

FROM:

Presidential Medal of FreedomSUBJECT:

PHIL CAPLAN

JIM DORSKIND

In advance of tomorrow’s meeting (Thursday at 11:00 am in the Roosevelt Room), we thought it 

would be helpful for you to see some lists. The “A” list is the product of a couple of meetings 
and constitutes the active list of candidates to be recommended to the President. The “B” list is a 

compilation of suggested names who may (or may not) make it on to the “A” list. We could use 

additional suggestions of women and Hispanic names.

The purpose of Thursday’s meeting is to arrive at a better “A” list. We will go quickly through 

both lists, adding or subtracting names as appropriate. If necessary, we’ll have another short 

meeting early next week to follow up on any assignments taken away from the meeting 

tomorrow. Our goal is to get a memo to the President in very short order with approximately 15 

names -- he will then choose approximately 10.

DISTRIBUTION:

Erskine Bowles 

John Podesta 

Sylvia Mathews 
Rahm Emanuel 

Ann Lewis 

Paul Begala 

Sid Blumenthal 

Michael Waldman 

Maria Echaveste 

Melanne Verveer 

Jake Siewert 

Mike McCurry 

Elena Kagan 

Todd Stern



Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Area of ContributionsRecommenderAge

civil rightsPOTUS interest86

President, the Carter Centervarious72

the Carter Center, mental healthvarious69
<7/ > i J Ptyk • V-t-J 'Sr-McCurry67

military, international negotiationsBerger72

civil rights, educationvarious87

journalism, freedom of the pressVerveer80

education, businessVerveer66

international service corpsvarious83

d.

various82

variousd.

history, ADAPOTUS interest79

integration, teachers' unionsDorskindd.

military76

/

i
>! I(

I

civil rights

philanthropy, int'l service corps, arts

education, science, fiction

<—7V?^> /’5 '
j/. < /'A> ! ' 'J! 1

.

Name

<•—'Aronson, Arnie-Cj^l

Carter, Jimmy
I Carter, Rosalynn U/ 1

-Coles, Robert {-J *

I Crowe, Admiral William ipfA

Farmer, James

Graham, Katharine

^Kearns, David Aa

Linowitz, Sol

JVIartin, Loui

Rockefeller, David W HV\

Sagan, Carl td

Schlesinger, Arthur

Shanker, Albert

iZumwalt, Admiral E. R. W

/ yff 'or
•4



Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Name Age Recommender Area of Contributions

Aronson, Arnie 86 POTUS interest civil rights

Carter, Jimmy ' 72 various President, the Carter Center

Carter, Rosalynn * 69 various the Carter Center, mental health

Coles, Robert 67 McCurry education, science

Crowe, Admiral William 72 Berger military, international negotiations

Farmer, James 87 various civil rights, education

Graham, Katharine 80 Verveer journalism, freedom of the press

Kearns, David 66 Verveer education, business

Linowitz, Sol international service corps83 various

Martin, Louis - d. civil rights

Rockefeller, David 82 various philanthropy, int'l service corps, arts

Sagan, Carl • d. various education, science, fiction

Schlesinger, Arthur POTUS interest history, ADA79

Shanker, Albert integration, teachers' unions• d. Dorskind

Zumwalt, Admiral E. R. military76

(

X.

-

’♦I’1'
£



Additional Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Names Age Recommender Area of Contributions

Aaron, Daniel Mathews

Angelou, Maya 69 Dorskind literature, African American studies

Bates, Daisy POTUS re the Central High episode in Little Rock

Bok, Derek Mathews

Boorstin, Daniel Mathews

Brooks, Gwendolyn Mathews

Brownell, Herbert POTUS maybe also re the Central High episode

Chandler, Dorothy Waldman(?) journalism (editor, L.A. Times)d.

Child, Julia 84 Dorskind cooking, television

MathewsDavis, David Bryant

science, fiction (Sagan's widow)Druyan, Ann 48 Lewis

Fisher, Mary 49 Dorskind AIDS activism

Harris, LaDonna 66 Dorskind American Indians & women's rights

Hauser, Rita 62 Lewis international law, Middle Eastern affairs

non-profit management, Girl ScoutsHesselbein, Frances 79 Mathews

Kay, Herma Hill 62 Dorskind Law school dean, sex-discrimination, law

women's studiesKer-Conway, Jill 62 Lewis

Kreps, Juanita 76 Dorskind economics

Levi, Ed 86 or d. education, former Attorney General

Mankiller, Wilma 52 Lewis American Indians & women's rights

Verveer (?)Marty, Martin 69 religion, education

McCrory, Mary Kagan journalism, political science78

literature, education, African Am. studiesMorrison, Toni 66 Kagan

Murie, Mardy (Margaret) 93 Verveer environmental advocacy & studies

Reynoso, Cruz 66 Echaveste (?) CA Supreme Court (former justice)

Richardson, Elliott POTUS

Roman, Bishop Augustin A. S. Valdez Cuban refugee aid69

Sawhill, John C. Stern conservation, education, public service61

Schindler, Alexander 71 Lewis Jewish reform movement

Smith, Chesterfield 80 Verveer law, charity, public service

Steinem, Gloria 63 Dorskind literature, women's studies

Tuchman, Barbara Kagan history, artsd.



Van Duyn, Mona 76 Dorskind poetry

■Mathewsira1

Woodward, C. Vann 78 Kagan history, sociology

Yunnus, Muhammad (Bangladesh) 54 Stern microcredit, developing countries

Q



Record Type: Record

Phillip Caplan/WHO/EOP

Phillip Caplan

09/02/97 03:16:30 PM

RecordRecord Type:

To:

Hopefully I'll see one or both of you on Thursday.

Phil

Todd has turned the MoF process over to me. My goal is to have two more meetings and then get 
a memo to POTUS. The first meeting is Thursday at 11:00; you both have been invited. I'm 
assuming there will be a few assignments coming out of Thursday's meeting; we'll then schedule 
one more meeting to come to closure on a list of recommendations to present to POTUS.

Sylvia -- following up on the last meeting, Todd's notes say you were going to call Bill Galston for 
suggestions. Have you done so? Would you like me to? Let me know.

If you would call Bill that would be great. 
Phillip Caplan

To:
cc:
bcc:
Subject: Re: Medal of Freedom II

John Podesta/WHO/EOP, Sylvia M. Mathews/WHO/EOP 

cc: June G. Turner/WHO/EOP, Sara M. Latham/WHO/EOP
Subject: Medal of Freedom II

Sylvia M. Mathews
09/02/97 09:15:07 PM



August 6, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM DORSKIND

Elena Kagen was to find a name affiliated with the Chicago Lyric Opera.

Ann Lewis was to follow up with some names of conservative potential nominees.

Sylvia Mathews was to call Bill Galston for nominee ideas; she also wanted to review the 

Bunting Fellows list for names.

LIZ PERRY
1997 PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM NEXT STEPS

Also, you were to direct Melissa and my efforts to do preliminary research on those names 

put forward during the July 25 meeting, as you and we have done.

As you requested, here is information on the next steps participants in the July 25 Medal of 
Freedom meeting offered to take:

FROM:
SUBJECT:

Melanne Verveer was to make some calls regarding Augustin Roman, the Roman Catholic 

Miami Bishop.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 3, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

FROM:

Presidential Medal of FreedomSUBJECT:

PHIL CAPLAN

JIM DORSKIND

The purpose of Thursday’s meeting is to arrive at a better “A” list. We will go quickly through 

both lists, adding or subtracting names as appropriate. If necessary, we’ll have another short 

meeting early next week to follow up on any assignments taken away from the meeting 

tomorrow. Our goal is to get a memo to the President in very short order with approximately 15 

names - he will then choose approximately 10.

DISTRIBUTION:
Erskine Bowles 

John Podesta 

Sylvia Mathews 

Rahm Emanuel 

Ann Lewis 

Paul Begala 

Sid Blumenthal 
Michael Waldman 

Maria Echaveste 
Melanne Verveer 

Jake Siewert 

Mike McCurry 
Elena Kagan 

Todd Stem

In advance of tomorrow’s meeting (Thursday at 11:00 am in the Roosevelt Room), we thought it 

would be helpful for you to see some lists. The “A” list is the product of a couple of meetings 
and constitutes the active list of candidates to be recommended to the President. The “B” list is a 

compilation of suggested names who may (or may not) make it on to the “A” list. We could use 

additional suggestions of -women and Hispanic names.



Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Name Age Recommender Area of Contributions

Aronson, Arnie 86 POTUS interest civil rights

President, the Carter CenterCarter, Jimmy 72 various

the Carter Center, mental healthCarter, Rosalynn 69 various

67 McCurry early childhood development specialistColes, Robert

military, international negotiationsCrowe, Admiral William 72 Berger

civil rights, educationFarmer, James 87 various

journalism, freedom of the press80 VerveerGraham, Katharine

education, business66 VerveerKearns, David

international service corpsLinowitz, Sol 83 various

civil rightsd.Martin, Louis

philanthropy, int'l service corps, arts82 variousRockefeller, David

education, science, fictionSagan, Carl d. various

history, ADAPOTUS interestSchlesinger, Arthur 79

integration, teachers' unionsDorskindShanker, Albert d.

militaryZumwalt, Admiral E. R. 76



Additional Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Area of ContributionsRecommenderNames Age

MathewsAaron, Daniel

literature, African American studies69 DorskindAngelou, Maya

re the Central High episode in Little RockPOTUSBates, Daisy

higher education; former Harvard Pres.67 MathewsBok, Derek

historian;former Librarian of CongressMathews82Boorstin, Daniel

poetry;former poetry consultant to Lib. ofMathews80Brooks, Gwendolyn

maybe also re the Central High episodePOTUSBrownell, Herbert

journalism (editor, L.A. Times)Waldman(?)d.Chandler, Dorothy

cooking, televisionDorskind84Child, Julia

MathewsDavis, David Bryant

science, fiction (Sagan's widow)Lewis48Druyan, Ann

AIDS activismDorskind49Fisher, Mary

American Indians & women's rightsDorskind66Harris, LaDonna

international law, Middle Eastern affairsLewis62Hauser, Rita

non-profit management, Girl ScoutsMathews79Hesselbein, Frances

Law school dean, sex-discrimination, lawDorskind62Kay, Herma Hill
i

women's studiesLewis62Ker-Conway, Jill

economicsDorskind76Kreps, Juanita

education, former Attorney General86 ord.Levi, Ed

American Indians & women's rightsLewis52Mankiller, Wilma

religion, educationVerveer (?)69Marty, Martin

journalism, political scienceKagan78McCrory, Mary

literature, education, African Am. studiesKaganMorrison, Toni 66

environmental advocacy & studies95 VerveerMurie, Mardy (Margaret)

CA Supreme Court (former justice)Echaveste (?)Reynoso, Cruz 66

public servant - multiple cabinet appts.POTUS77Richardson, Elliott

Cuban refugee aidS. Valdez69Roman, Bishop Augustin A.

conservation, education, public serviceSternSawhill, John C. 61

Jewish reform movementLewis71Schindler, Alexander

law, charity, public service80 VerveerSmith, Chesterfield

literature, women's studiesDorskindSteinem, Gloria 63

history, artsKaganTuchman, Barbara d.



Dorskind76 poetryVan Duyn, Mona

history, sociology78 KaganWoodward, C. Vann

microcredit, developing countriesYunnus, Muhammad (Bangladesh) 54 Stern
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Prepared by Executive Clerk

05/05/93

06/20/93

09/30/93

11/15/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM
PRESENTED BY

President Clinton

PARKS, Rosa L.
Civil rights pioneer, advocate for justice and 
equality

FULBRIGHT, J. William
Public Servant, former U.S. Senator and Member,
U.S. House of Representatives from Arkansas, 
longtime Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, founder of the Fulbright Foreign
Scolarship Program

ASHE, Arthur, Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Athlete, former Professional Tennis Player,
Philanthropist, Author

POWELL, General Colin L., USA (WITH DISTINCTION)
Military Officer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
Persian Gulf, former Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs

RAYE, Martha
Entertainer, Humanitarian

BRENNAN, William J., Jr.
Public Servant, former Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court

DOUGLAS, Marjory Stoneman
Conservationist, led early crusade to preserve and 
restore the Florida Everglades

MARSHALL, Thurgood (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Public Servant, Attorney, former Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Solicitor General of the 
United States, United States Circuit Judge, first 
African American to sit on the Supreme Court

RAUH, Joseph L., Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Lawyer, Civil Rights and Labor activist, former 
counsel, United Auto Workers, general counsel,
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

WISDOM, John Minor
Public Servant, former United States Circuit
Judge, Fifth Circuit

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist

CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America

FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commision 
on Civil Rights

GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF

HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Womens Rights Advocate

JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives from Texas

KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO

MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Illinois, Republican Leader



Page 2

08/08/94

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

Jr. 09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

SHRIVER, Robert Sargent
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps 

CHARREN, Peggy
Founder of Action for Children's Television 

COLEMAN, William Thaddeus, Jr.
Public servant, former Sec. of Transportation, 
Chairman of the Board, NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund, lifetime of service for equal 
oppurtunity for all citizens

COONEY, Joan Ganz
Creator of Children's Television Workshop, creator 
Of SESAME STREET

FRANKLIN, John Hope
Historian, has chronicled the history of African 
Americans in the South

HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr.
Judge, academic, civil rights attorney

JOHNSON, Frank M.,
District Court, Appeals Court Judge, dismantled 
segregation, protected the rights of mentally ill 
and imprisoned

KOOP, C. Everett
Physican, former Surgeon General of the U.S.

NELSON, Gaylord A.
Public Servant, former Wisconsin State Legislator, 
Governor & United States Senator, advocate for the 
environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Labor activist, United Auto Workers president for
25 years

ROUSE, James W.
Urban planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland, 
Boston's Faneuil Hall, Baltimore's Inner Harbor 

VELASQUEZ, William C. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R.
Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and
visually impaired

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal
Archbishop of Chicago Diocese, champion of racial 
equality and arms control

BRADY, James Scott
Former Press Secretary for Pres. Reagan, wounded 
in assasination attempt, gun control advocate 

'FULLER, Millard D.
Founder and President of Habitat for Humanity, 
nonprofit provider of low cost housing 

'HAMBURG, David Alan
Physician, scientist, educator, child development 
specialist, former President of Carnegie 
Foundation

JOHNSON, John H.
Founder and CEO of Johnson Publishing, founder of 
EBONY and JET magazines

LANG, Eugene M.
Philanthropist, founder of "I Have a Dream
Foundation", financial assistance to
underprivileged youth for education

NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
Member of the Polish underground during WWII, 
former director of Radio Free Europe's Polish 
Service, former National Director of 
Polish-American Congress



Page 3

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

01/14/97

01/17/97

PANTOJA, Antonia
Educator, philanthropist, advocate of community 
restoration and development, founder of ASPIRA 

SAGAN, Ginetta
Human rights advocate, Amnesty International, and
Aurora Foundation

UDALL, Morris
Public Servant, former Congressman of 30 years,
environmental advocate and lawmaker

PERRY, William J.
Public servant, Secretary of Defense

DOLE, Robert J.
Soldier, Statesman, US Senator and longest serving 
Republican Leader

TOTAL: 46



Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Recommender AreaofContributionsAgeName

civil rights86 POTUS interestAronson, Arnie

President, the Carter Centervarious72Carter, Jimmy

the Carter Center, mental healthvarious69Carter, Rosalynn

early childhood development specialistMcCurry67Coles, Robert

military, international negotiations72 BergerCrowe, Admiral William

civil rights, educationvarious87Farmer, James

journalism, freedom of the pressVerveer80Graham, Katharine

education, businessVerveer66Kearns, David

international service corpsvarious83Linowitz, Sol

civil rightsd.Martin, Louis

philanthropy, int'l service corps, artsvarious82Rockefeller, David

education, science, fictionvariousd.Sagan, Carl

history, ADAPOTUS interest79Schlesinger, Arthur

integration, teachers' unionsDorskindd.Shanker, Albert

militaryZumwalt, Admiral E. R. 76

'A"
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Additional Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Area of ContributionsRecommenderAgeNames

MathewsAaron, Daniel

literature, African American studiesDorskind69Angelou, Maya

re the Central High episode in Little RockPOTUSBates, Daisy

higher education; former Harvard Pres.Mathews67Bok, Derek

historian;former Librarian of CongressMathews82Boorstin, Daniel

poetry;former poetry consultant to Lib. ofMathews80Brooks, Gwendolyn

maybe also re the Central High episodePOTUSBrownell, Herbert

journalism (editor, L.A. Times)Waldman(?)d.Chandler, Dorothy

cooking, televisionDorskind84Child, Julia

MathewsDavis, David Bryant

science, fiction (Sagan's widow)Lewis48Druyan, Ann

AIDS activismDorskind49Fisher, Mary

American Indians & women's rightsDorskind66Harris, LaDonna

international law, Middle Eastern affairsLewis62Hauser, Rita

non-profit management, Girl ScoutsMathews79Hesselbein, Frances

Law school dean, sex-discrimination, lawDorskind62Kay, Herma Hill

women's studiesLewis62Ker-Conway, Jill

economicsDorskind76Kreps, Juanita

education, former Attorney General86 or d.Levi, Ed

American Indians & women's rightsLewis52Mankiller, Wilma

religion, educationVerveer (?)69Marty, Martin

Kagan78McCrory, Mary

Kagan66Morrison, Toni

environmental advocacy & studiesVerveer95Murie, Mardy (Margaret)

CA Supreme Court (former justice)Echaveste (?)66Reynoso, Cruz

public servant -- multiple cabinet appts.POTUS77Richardson, Elliott

Cuban refugee aidS. Valdez69Roman, Bishop Augustin A.

conservation, education, public serviceStern61Sawhill, John C.

Jewish reform movementLewisSchindler, Alexander 71

law, charity, public serviceVerveer80Smith, Chesterfield

literature, women's studiesDorskindSteinem, Gloria 63

history, artsKagand.Tuchman, Barbara

journalism, political science

literature, education, African Am. studies



76 Dorskind poetryVan Duyn, Mona

78 history, sociology'Woodward, C. Vann Kagan

microcredit, developing countriesYunnus, Muhammad (Bangladesh) 54 Stern
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Prepared by Executive Clerk

05/05/93

06/20/93

09/30/93

11/15/93

Jr. 11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM 
PRESENTED BY 

President Clinton

PARKS, Rosa L.
Civil rights pioneer, advocate for justice and 
equality

FULBRIGHT, J. William
Public Servant, former U.S. Senator and Member, 
U.S. House of Representatives from Arkansas, 
longtime Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, founder of the Fulbright Foreign 
Scolarship Program

ASHE, Arthur, Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Athlete, former Professional Tennis Player,
Philanthropist, Author

POWELL, General Colin L., USA (WITH DISTINCTION) 
Military Officer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
Persian Gulf, former Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs

RAYE, Martha
Entertainer, Humanitarian

BRENNAN, William J.,
Public Servant, former Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court

DOUGLAS, Marjory Stoneman
Conservationist, led early crusade to preserve and 
restore the Florida Everglades

MARSHALL, Thurgood (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Public Servant, Attorney, former Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Solicitor General of the 
United States, United States Circuit Judge, first 
African American to sit on the Supreme Court 

-RAUH, Joseph L., Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Lawyer, Civil Rights and Labor activist, former 
counsel, United Auto Workers, general counsel.
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

WISDOM, John Minor
Public Servant, former United States Circuit
Judge, Fifth Circuit

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist

CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America

FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commision 
on Civil Rights

GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF

HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Womens Rights Advocate

JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives from Texas

KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO

MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from Illinois, Republican Leader
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08/08/94

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

SHRIVER, Robert Sargent
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps 

CHARREN, Peggy
Founder of Action for Children's Television 

COLEMAN, William Thaddeus, Jr.
Public servant, former Sec. of Transportation, 
Chairman of the Board, NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund, lifetime of service for equal 
oppurtunity for all citizens

COONEY, Joan Ganz
Creator of Children's Television Workshop, creator 
Of SESAME STREET

FRANKLIN, John Hope
Historian, has chronicled the history of African 
Americans in the South

HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr.
Judge, academic, civil rights attorney

JOHNSON, Frank M., Jr.
District Court, Appeals Court Judge, dismantled 
segregation, protected the rights of mentally ill 
and imprisoned

' KOOP, C. Everett
Physican, former Surgeon General of the U.S. 

NELSON, Gaylord A.
Public Servant, former Wisconsin State Legislator, 
Governor & United States Senator, advocate for the 
environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Labor activist, United Auto Workers president for
25 years

' ROUSE, James W.
Urban planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland, 
Boston's Faneuil Hall, Baltimore's Inner Harbor 

VELASQUEZ, William C. (POSTHUMOUSLY) 
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R.
Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and
visually impaired

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal
Archbishop of Chicago Diocese, champion of racial 
equality and arms control

BRADY, James Scott
Former Press Secretary for Pres. Reagan, wounded 
in assasination attempt, gun control advocate 

'FULLER, Millard D.
Founder and President of Habitat for Humanity, 
nonprofit provider of low cost housing

'HAMBURG, David Alan
Physician, scientist, educator, child development 
specialist, former President of Carnegie
Foundation

JOHNSON, John H.
Founder and CEO of Johnson Publishing, founder of 
EBONY and JET magazines

LANG, Eugene M.
Philanthropist, founder of "I Have a Dream
Foundation", financial assistance to
underprivileged youth for education

' NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
Member of the Polish underground during WWII, 
former director of Radio Free Europe's Polish
Service, former National Director of 
Polish-American Congress
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09/09/96

09/09/96

01/14/97

01/17/97
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PANTOJA, Antonia
Educator, philanthropist, advocate of community 
restoration and development, founder of ASPIRA 

SAGAN, Ginetta
Human rights advocate, Amnesty International, and
Aurora Foundation

UDALL, Morris
Public Servant, former Congressman of 30 years,
environmental advocate and lawmaker

PERRY, William J.
Public servant, Secretary of Defense

DOLE, Robert J.
Soldier, Statesman, US Senator and longest serving 
Republican Leader



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 3, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION

FROM:

Presidential Medal of FreedomSUBJECT:

* k 4

In advance of tomorrow’s meeting (Thursday at 11:00 am in the Roosevelt Room), we thought it 
would be helpful for you to see some lists. The “A” list is the product of a couple of meetings 

and constitutes the active list of candidates to be recommended to the President. The “B” list is a 

compilation of suggested names who may (or may not) make it on to the “A” list. We could use 

additional suggestions of -women and Hispanic names.

The purpose of Thursday’s meeting is to arrive at a better “A” list. We will go quickly through 

both lists, adding or subtracting names as appropriate. If necessary, we’ll have another short 

meeting early next week to follow up on any assignments taken away from the meeting 

tomorrow. Our goal is to get a memo to the President in very short order with approximately 15 

names - he will then choose approximately 10.

DISTRIBUTION:
Erskine Bowles 

John Podesta 
Sylvia Mathews 

Rahm Emanuel 
Ann Lewis 
Paul Begala

Sid Blumenthal

Michael Waldman 

Maria Echaveste 

Melanne Verveer 

Jake Siewert 
Mike McCurry 

Elena Kagan

Todd Stem

PHIL CAPLAN^

JIM DORSKIND



Medal of Freedom Possibilities

Name Age Recommender Area of Contributions

Aronson, Amie 86 POTUS interest civil rights

Carter, Jimmy 72 various President, the Carter Center

Carter, Rosalynn 69 various the Carter Center, mental health

Coles, Robert 67 McCurry early childhood development specialist

Crowe, Admiral William 72 Berger military, international negotiations

Farmer, James various87 civil rights, education

Graham, Katharine journalism, freedom of the press80 Verveer

Kearns, David 66 Verveer education, business

international service corpsLinowitz, Sol 83 various

Martin, Louis d. civil rights

Rockefeller, David 82 various philanthropy, int'l service corps, arts

Sagan, Carl education, science, fictiond. various

POTUS interest history, ADASchlesinger, Arthur 79

integration, teachers' unionsShanker, Albert d. Dorskind

Zumwalt, Admiral E. R. military76I



Additional Medal of Freedom Possibilities

ABSLOf ContributionsRecommenderAgeNames

MathewsAaron, Daniel

literature, African American studiesDorskind69Angelou, Maya

re the Central High episode in Little RockPOTUSBates, Daisy

higher education; former Harvard Pres.Mathews67Bok, Derek

historian;former Librarian of CongressMathews82Boorstin, Daniel

poetry;former poetry consultant to Lib. ofMathews80Brooks, Gwendolyn

maybe also re the Central High episodePOTUSBrownell, Herbert

Waldman(?)d.Chandler, Dorothy

Dorskind84Child, Julia

MathewsDavis, David Bryant

science, fiction (Sagan's widow)Lewis48Druyan, Ann

AIDS activismDorskind49Fisher, Mary

American Indians & women's rightsDorskind66Harris, LaDonna

international law, Middle Eastern affairsLewis62Hauser, Rita

Mathews79Hesselbein, Frances

Dorskind62Kay, Herma Hill
i

women's studiesLewis62Ker-Conway, Jill

economicsDorskind76Kreps, Juanita

education, former Attorney General86 or d.Levi, Ed

American Indians & women's rightsLewis52Mankiller, Wilma

Verveer (?)69Marty, Martin

Kagan78McCrory, Mary

Kagan66Morrison, Toni

environmental advocacy & studiesVerveer95Murie, Mardy (Margaret)

CA Supreme Court (former justice)Echaveste (?)66Reynoso, Cruz

public servant - multiple cabinet appts.POTUS77Richardson, Elliott

S. ValdezRoman, Bishop Augustin A. 69

SternSawhill, John C. 61

Jewish reform movementLewisSchindler, Alexander 71

law, charity, public serviceVerveer80Smith, Chesterfield

literature, women's studiesDorskind63Steinem, Gloria

history, artsKagand.Tuchman, Barbara

journalism (editor, L.A. Times) 

cooking, television

non-profit management, Girl Scouts

Law school dean, sex-discrimination, law

religion, education

journalism, political science 

literature, education, African Am. studies

Cuban refugee aid

conservation, education, public service



Dorskind poetry76Van Duyn, Mona

history, sociologyKagan78Woodward, C. Vann

microcredit, developing countriesSternYunnus, Muhammad (Bangladesh) 54

f



Prepared by Executive Clerk

05/05/93

06/20/93

09/30/93

11/15/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

11/30/93

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94

08/08/94
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PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM
PRESENTED BY

President Clinton

PARKS, Rosa L.
Civil rights pioneer, advocate for justice and 
equality

FULBRIGHT, J. William
Public Servant, former U.S. Senator and Member,
U.S. House of Representatives from Arkansas, 
longtime Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, founder of the Fulbright Foreign
Scolarship Program

ASHE, Arthur, Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Athlete, former Professional Tennis Player,
Philanthropist, Author

POWELL, General Colin L., USA (WITH DISTINCTION) 
Military Officer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
Persian Gulf, former Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs

RAYE, Martha
Entertainer, Humanitarian

BRENNAN, William J., Jr.
Public Servant, former Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court

DOUGLAS, Marjory Stoneman
Conservationist, led early crusade to preserve and 
restore the Florida Everglades

MARSHALL, Thurgood (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Public Servant, Attorney, former Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Solicitor General of the 
United States, United States Circuit Judge, first 
African American to sit on the Supreme Court

RAUH, Joseph L., Jr. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Lawyer, Civil Rights and Labor activist, former 
counsel, United Auto Workers, general counsel.
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

WISDOM, John Minor
Public Servant, former United States Circuit
Judge, Fifth Circuit

BLOCK, Herbert
Political Cartoonist

CHAVEZ, Cesar E. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Union Leader, United Farm Workers of America

FLEMMING, Arthur
Public Servant, former Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Chairman of the Commision 
on Civil Rights

GRANT, James
Executive Director of UNICEF

HEIGHT, Dorothy Irene
Civil Rights, Womens Rights Advocate

JORDAN, Barbara
Public Servant, Educator, former Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives from Texas

KIRKLAND, Joseph Lane
Labor Leader, President AFL-CIO

MICHEL, Robert H.
Public Servant, Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Illinois, Republican Leader
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09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/29/95

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96

09/09/96
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Foundation
JOHNSON, John H.

Founder and CEO of Johnson Publishing, founder of 
EBONY and JET magazines

LANG, Eugene M.
Philanthropist, founder of "I Have a Dream 
Foundation”, financial assistance to 
underprivileged youth for education

NOWAK-JEZIORANSKI, Jan
Member of the Polish underground during WWII, 
former director of Radio Free Europe's Polish 
Service, former National Director of 
Polish-American Congress

SHRIVER, Robert Sargent
Public Servant, former Director of the Peace Corps 

CHARREN, Peggy
Founder of Action for Children's Television

COLEMAN, William Thaddeus, Jr.
Public servant, former Sec. of Transportation, 
Chairman of the Board, NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund, lifetime of service for equal 
oppurtunity for all citizens

COONEY, Joan Ganz
Creator of Children's Television Workshop, creator
Of SESAME STREET

FRANKLIN, John Hope
Historian, has chronicled the history of African
Americans in the South

HIGGINBOTHAM, A. Leon, Jr.
Judge, academic, civil rights attorney

, Jr.JOHNSON, Frank M.,
District Court, Appeals Court Judge, dismantled 
segregation, protected the rights of mentally ill 
and imprisoned

KOOP, C. Everett
Physican, former Surgeon General of the U.S.

NELSON, Gaylord A.
Public Servant, former Wisconsin State Legislator, 
Governor & United States Senator, advocate for the 
environment, creator of Earth Day

REUTHER, Walter P. (POSTHUMOUSLY)
Labor activist, United Auto Workers president for
25 years

- ROUSE, James W.
Urban planner, designer of Columbia, Maryland, 
Boston's Faneuil Hall, Baltimore's Inner Harbor 

VELASQUEZ, William C. (POSTHUMOUSLY) 
Founder of Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project

WASSERMAN, Lew R.
Philanthropist, advocate for the blind and
visually impaired

BERNARDIN, Joseph Cardinal
Archbishop of Chicago Diocese, champion of racial 
equality and arms control

BRADY, James Scott
Former Press Secretary for Pres. Reagan, wounded 
in assasination attempt, gun control advocate 

'FULLER, Millard D.
Founder and President of Habitat for Humanity, 
nonprofit provider of low cost housing 

'HAMBURG, David Alan
Physician, scientist, educator, child development 
specialist, former President of Carnegie
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PANTOJA, Antonia
Educator, philanthropist, advocate of community 
restoration and development, founder of ASPIRA 

SAGAN, Ginetta
Human rights advocate, Amnesty International, and
Aurora Foundation

UDALL, Morris
Public Servant, former Congressman of 30 years, 
environmental advocate and lawmaker

PERRY, William J.
Public servant, Secretary of Defense

DOLE, Robert J.
Soldier, Statesman, US Senator and longest serving 
Republican Leader

TOTAL: 46



James A. Dorskind 09/02/97 03:29:21 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

Wouldn't miss it!

JD
Forwarded by James A. Dorskind/WHO/EOP on 09/02/97 03:28 PM

Phillip Caplan

09/02/97 02:33:51 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

Please RSVP to Carol Cleveland in my office if you can make it. Thanks.

Message Sent To:

Please come to a meeting on Thursday, September 4 at 11:00 am in the Roosevelt Room to discuss 
candidates for the Medal of Freedom. I will distribute paper tomorrow in advance of the meeting.

Carolyn E. Cleveland/WHO/EOP

cc: Phillip Caplan/WHO/EOP
Subject: Medal of Freedom

See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Sean P. Maloney/WHO/EOP, James A. Dorskind/WHO/EOP
Subject: Medal of Freedom



Ann F. Lewis/WHO/EOP 
Ruby Shamir/WHO/EOR 
Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
Katharine Button/WHO/EOP 
Sylvia M. Mathews/WHO/EOP 
June G. Turner/WHO/EOP 
John Podesta/WHO/EOP 
Sara M. Latham/WHO/EOP 
Sidney Blumenthal/WHO/EOP 
Paul E. Begala/WHO/EOP 
Rahm I. Emanuel/WHO/EOP 
Michelle Crisci/WHO/EOP 
Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP 
Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 
Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP 
Jake Siewert/OPD/EOP
Michael D. McCurry/WHO/EOP
Todd Stern/WHO/EOP



Phillip Caplan

09/02/97 02:33:51 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

Please RSVP to Carol Cleveland in my office if you can make it. Thanks.

Message Sent To:

Please come to a meeting on Thursday, September 4 at 11:00 am in the Roosevelt Room to discuss 
candidates for the Medal of Freedom. I will distribute paper tomorrow in advance of the meeting.

Ann F. Lewis/WHO/EOP 
Ruby Shamir/WHO/EOP 
Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
Katharine Button/WHO/EOP 
Sylvia M. Mathews/WHO/EOP 
June G. Turner/WHO/EOP 
John Podesta/WHO/EOP 
Sara M. Latham/WHO/EOP 
Sidney Blumenthal/WHO/EOP 
Paul E. Begala/WHO/EOP 
Rahm I. Emanuel/WHO/EOP 
Michelle Crisci/WHO/EOP 
Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP 
Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 
Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP 
Jake Siewert/OPD/EOP
Michael D. McCurry/WHO/EOP 
Todd Stern/WHO/EOP

See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Sean P. Maloney/WHO/EOP, James A. Dorskind/WHO/EOP
Subject: Medal of Freedom



Record Type: Record

To: Phillip Caplan/WHO/EOP

Phil,

*

Paul E. Begala
09/02/97 05:48:56 PM

cc:
Subject: Re: Medal of Freedom

I'm there. Thanks,
Paul

r

I


