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The President, Facing Isaiah’s Challenge

By Robert H. Schuller

GARDEN GROVE, Calil.

ow that the report of

Kenneth Starr, the

independent counsel,

has been delivered to

Congress, the big

question is, What

does the future hold for President

Clinton? Wiii he finish his second
term?

To shed light on that, let’s go back
to the beginning of this term. During
a Saturday morning breakfast be-
fore the inauguration, | gave the
President a Bible verse. He eagerly
accepted it, and I could tell he was
deeply and profoundly moved. The
verse was from Isaiah 58:12: ‘‘You
shall be called the repairer of the
breach, the restorer of paths to dwell
in."”

Looking to repair
abreach of his
own making.

The President used that verse as
he put his hand on the Bible and took
his oath of office on Capitol Hiii, and
ke referred to it again at a prayer
breakfast in Washington yesterday.
The President has been drawn to
this verse, despite failing to live up
to its message.

Now, nearly two years into his
second term, we find our country
deeply divided by a breach for which
President Clinton himself, by his
own admission, is responsible. It is
not a breach between Democrats
and Republicans, conservatives and
liberals, but a breach between those
committed to high and honorable
morality and those who live on a
sliding scale of immorality or amo-
rality. The breach is evident in his
own family and his own marriage.

I would like to call upon the Presi-
dent to take a fresh look at the verse

Robert H. Schuller, senior pastor of
the Crystal Cathedral, is host of the
“Hour of Power,” a syndicated
weekly television program.

in Isaiah and do everything he can to
seriously and honestly live up to it,
This is a challenge he has never
faced up to before. I pray that he is
up to it, because it is the most impor-
tant decision of his entire Presiden-
cy.
How will the President react and
respond to the unfolding scandal

Qnswoph Nenam

now that Mr. Starr's report has been
delivered? More damage control?
More retrenching? More digging in,
holding on, firing back, summoning
the tears, in an effort to win back the
support of enough people to keep
himself in office? Will such actions
repair the breach?

The question remains: Should Mr.

Clinton remain in office? Fight it
through? Wait for the vote to be
taken in the Senate on impeach-
ment? Might one vote from one sen-
ator prevent the two-thirds vote
needed to remove him from office?
In such an instance, the President
would win, but would it be a noble
and honorable victory, or would it be
a Pyrrhic victory? Would 1t help
heal the breach in our country, or
would it make it deeper, bloodier?

I was most encouraged when the
President stated at the prayer
breakfast yesterday his willingness
to seek wise counsel and profession-
al help as he asks for our forgive-
ness. His determination to repair the
breach that he has caused is likewise
most heartening.

I pray that he remains true to his
word, however painful and costly it
may be for him to do so. | also ask
the nation to pray for him. The Pres-
ident must make some hard deci-
sions. These decisions will be pain-
ful. But even painful decisions are
relatively easy to make if we know
the right questions to ask.

The questions I think the Presi-
dent needs to ask himself are these:

1. Which course of action will be in
the best interest of my family and
my country?

2. Which course of action will be-
gin to close the breach that I have
caused by my behavior?

3. Which course of action will re-
store honor and dignity to me and to
all others who have been hurt?

President Clinton must realize
that today's decisions are tomor-
row's realities. This means we
should dedicate our lives to tomor-
row, for we all have a responsibility
to make tomorrow better than to-
day. Today, we each have mountains
to climb and crosses to bear, but
none of us can do it alone. We need
the love and support of family mem-
bers and friends and, above ail, a
strong relationship with God.

The world is facing dangerous
times, financially, politically, physi-
cally, spiritually and morally. The
United States needs to be at its
strongest now, more than ever. This
country and the world demand hon-
est, moral and humble leadership
immediately. We can go no longer
without it.

The nation awaits the President’s
answer. 0




















































































THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 10, 1996

Richard J. Rapaport
ALl lileine 4-0 :
2:% East 68th Street et
Naw York, New York 10021 i
roar Mr. Rapaport: 3

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan kindly pa.-ia along your
r.eqquest to be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

The names of individuals recommended for this honor are
maintained on file at the White House. The President is not
limited as to the number of awards that he may yre-ent during
tie course of his Administration, and he periodically reviews

ti:e names of recommended individuals along with a description
c? their accomplishments.

On beﬁa;f of the President, thank you again:for your
cencinuing interest. You may be assured that your request to
be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom will be given

- careful consideration.

Sincerely, &
AL 3
L ey

o i

o)
James A. Dorskind |

Special Assistant to the President
Director of Correspondence and -
Presidential Messages
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A NEW GLOBAL CUITURAL BIOLOGICAL
VISUAL PARADIGM OF PEACE IS EVOLVING

PEACE R. J. RAPAPORT 1999



























































