

















































































































HEALTH CARE PRIORITIES

Medicare and Medicaid reforms: Improving the efficiency and long-term viability of
these critical programs. This includes: implementing major Medicare reforms in the
Balanced Budget; considering initiating important Medicare reforms in the next budget;
and appointing a successful Medicare Commission and considering additional Medicaid
reforms.

Coverage expansions: Decreasing the number of uninsured Americans through
incremental, flexible, responsible programs. This includes: aggressive implementation of
the children’s health initiative and a possible new outreach initiative, and potentially new
initiatives to cover groups such as coverage for uninsured elderly not yet eligible for
Medicare (one of the most difficult populations to cover); families of workers in small
businesses (through voluntary purchasing coops); and families of people between jobs.
Because of funding limitations, options will likely be limited to one of these initiatives.

Consumer protections: Continuing to develop consensus on a broad range of public and
private consumer protections to address the public’s serious concems about quality in the
rapidly changing health delivery system. This includes: following through on genetic
discrimination legislation; promoting privacy protections; developing a comprehensive
consumer bill of rights in conjunction with the Quality Commission; and strengthening
food safety.

Tobacco, research and other high-priority public health initiatives: Promoting a
strong research and public health agenda to improve the overall health of Americans.
This includes: addressing the tobacco settlement; creating a biomedical research trust
fund; proposing initiatives to reduce racial health disparities; dealing with increasing
pressures to address the needle exchange issue; and passing FDA reform among others.

High-priorities / Current commitments

Children’s health implementation

Medicare reform: Commission and anti-fraud and abuse initiatives

Tobacco settlement

Key and potentially controversial nominations: Surgeon General, FDA commissioner
FDA reform/pediatric labeling

New initiatives that are most promising
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21st century biomedical research trust fund

Quality / privacy protections

New Medicare reforms: high-income premium and age eligibility demo

Coverage initiatives: voluntary purchasing coops; coverage of uninsured seniors not
eligible yet for Medicare; and Medicaid kids’ outreach

Important initiatives that can be handled by others within the Administration

ST RN

Food safety

Race and health initiative

Genetic discrimination protections
Medicare budget provisions implementation
Needle exchange



















































