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The Jerusalem Post, January 18, 1994

FOCUS
Assad reportedly reaffirmed to President Bill Clinton his commitment to
permit the exodus of all Jews who want to leave Syria, a senior US official said
in Jerusalem yesterday. .

"We are monitoring the situation very closely and expect that he will stand
by his commitment soon," the official said.
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The Honorable William J. Clinton

President of the United States

The White House oLy o
Washington, DC 20500 BE DS TS

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to express my hope you will consider former
United States Senator Eugene McCarthy for the Medal of Freedom.
My friendship with Senator McCarthy has been one of the joys of
my life. He spent his life serving America--as a teacher,
Congressman, Senator, and candidate for the Presidency--and I can
think of no one more deserving of the nation’s highest honor.

Eugene McCarthy was born in a beautiful and isolated regior

of central Minnesota. His formative experiénces in life -
‘ instilled in him both a rugged individualism and a profoundly

rooted sense of piety, principle, and conscience--qualities which
were to serve him well throughout his life and mark his entire
career in public service. Indeed, at the time of his greatest
political influence and moral suasion, during the Vietnam War,
many Americans referred to Senator McCarthy as the "conscience of
the nation." Though I differed with the Senator on the War and
other matters of foreign policy, I always did so with the
greatest respect for his well-reasoned and highly-principled
arguments. '

Eugene McCarthy entered public service almost immediately
after graduating from St. John’s University. At 19, he was
principal of a high school. Two years later, he moved to Mandan,
North Dakota, to become head of a high school English department.
As a teacher, he demonstrated tremendous intellect, sense of
duty, and compassion.

In 1942, young Eugene McCarthy entered the novitiate at St.
John’s. He served.as a.Benedictine.novice.for nine.months,.... . ...........
obeying the order’s motto, Ora et Labora: worship and work. It
may seem odd that a man who was later to run for the Presidency
and serve as one of the country’s most distinguished Senators
should have been attracted to the priesthood, but this vocational
calling reflects his abiding devotion to public service and

profound spirituality. Throughout his career in Congress,
. Senator McCarthy never forgot the tenets of faith and service he
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learned at St. John’s.

Senator McCarthy planted the seeds of his political career
in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he moved after World War II to
teach college. His earliest political education came in that
bastion of Midwestern progressivism, the Democratic Farmer Labor
Party. After working his way up through the party and making a
name for himself by taking on established political and labor
figures, Eugene McCarthy was elected to Congress from Minnesota’s
Fourth District.

Representative McCarthy made his mark in Congress as a
progressive and thoughtful member who served his district well.
But his greatest moment, and his most courageous one, came when
he challenged--and, in the eyes of contemporary commentators,
defeated--Senator Joseph McCarthy in a nationally televised
debate at the height of the latter’s demagogic power.

Senator McCarthy was elected to the Senate in 1958. During
his first term, he gained the respect of his colleagues by
proposing and supporting progressive, important legislation
dealing with unemployment, poverty, housing, and other domestic
social problems. He was a prominent liberal, and was always
considered one of the most intellectual members of the chamber.

Of course, it was for his opposition to President Johnson’s
conduct of the Vietnam War that Senator McCarthy gained national
recognition. He spoke against the War on college campuses across
the country, invoking principles of human rights and the nation’s
honor. Though the Senator and I disagreed on most aspects of the
War, from its legitimacy to strategy to tactics,.I always
respected his position because of the sincerity of his
conviction. He did not formulate his views with political -
expediency in mind; and, above all, he was a man of
uncompromising morality and high principle.

Often overlooked is another vital service supplied by
Senator McCarthy'’s failed candidacy for the Presidency. In his
speeches, the Senator invoked the problematic nature of President
Johnson’s extensive and sometimes qQquestionable exercise of
presidential prerogatives and his unprecedented attempts to
govern by executive authority--all logical extensions of -the— - -
trend toward what historians have termed "the imperial
presidency." Senator McCarthy reminded the nation that our
government is grounded in the Constitution, that the success of
our democracy depends.on preserving the full separation of powers
and independence of the three branches of government, and that no
President should assume more than the office’s allotted share of
























































































15:54 FAX 2025652783 C.N.S. CEO

/\4-/

¢y W

“If the world is to reach the quality of life it wishes in the future, at a price it can afford,
the only way is through the act of volunteerism!”

-Edward J. Piszek

From April 1996 through April 1997, and at 80 years of age, Edward J, Piszek continued
his commitment to bringing a better life to others.

e His on-going work to build understanding between the people of all nations has
resulted in the Polish Educational Ministry reporting that by June 1, 1997 Peace
Corps’ Partners in Teaching English program, with Mr. Piszek’s support, will have
created 25,000 qualified teachers of English in Poland since 1990. The ministry
projects that by the year 2000, Poland will have over 50,000 English teachers by way
of this unique English language venture to assist Poles to communicate with the world
and increase business and commerce in the region.

e His total commitment to the importance of the leadership skills leamed through the
playing and coaching Little League Baseball has focused his energies on completing
the Little League Baseball European Leadership Training Center in Kutno, Poland

‘ where girls and boys and adult volunteers from 37 countries learn teamwork,
citizenship, discipline, and mutual respect. Mr. Piszek insists that “Little League
Baseball is one of America’s finest exports of good will........ i

¢ Through his Copernicus Society of America, he has supported Pennsylvania State
University and its Agnicultural Extension program in Poland for the past five years. In
March 1997, Mr. Piszek co-sponsored a Polish-Ukrainian-Penn State Agricultural
Economic Development Summit. This program enabled Polish agricultural and Penn
State University experts to share their positive experiences with Ukraine and Armenia
o to improve the overall food production outlook heading into the next millennium.
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Each of us, as a Governor, recognizes the invaluable public service John Walsh has offered to his
fellow Americans. We regard him as our ally in the quest to make our communities as safe as
possible for our children to grow up in.

Without reservation, we recommend John Walsh for the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Sincerely,

Govemor Fob J a.n-€ 9 Gove T ny Knowles
Alabama Alaska

Govemor Fife Syrrung’(| on 5 Governor Mike Huckabee

Arizona Arkansas

Govemor Pete Wilson

California

QM ?%
vemor John G. Rowland Governor Tom C%er
onne.cucut Delaware

A

Govemor Lawton Chiles
Florida

vernor Zell Miller

Governor Phili Governoy Jim Edgar
Idaho [llinois
























NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT COUNCIL

Suite 500
888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
. Washington, D.C. 20006

Ordway P. Burden Telephone: (202) 835-8020
Chairman Fax: (202) 3314291

Donald Baldwin
Executive Director

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President,
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

The National Law Enforcement Council (NLEC) members represent fourteen
of the principal national law enforcement associations and over 500,000 men and
women in law enforcement and related fields.

I have been given the honor of coordinating the endorsement of the Council
for the nomination of John Walsh, a truly great American hero, for the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

John Walsh is no stranger to violent crime; on July 27, 1981, his son Adam
was abducted and later found murdered. It wasn’t long after Adam's death that
John and his wife Reve turned their grief into positive energy to help missing and
exploited children. Battling bureaucratic resistance and legislative nightmares,
John and Reve’s work led to the passage of the Missing Children Act of 1982 and

. the Missing Children's Assistance Act of 1984. The latter bill founded the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, which maintains a toll-free hotline
number (1-800-THE-LOST) to report a missing child or the sighting of one. A
tireless advocate for victim'’s rights and missing children, John has turmed his
passion for justice into the nation’s number-one crime fighting show, The New
America’s Most Wanted: America Fights Back.

Today, John continues his lobbying efforts, testifying before Congress and
state legislatures on crime, missing children and victims' issues. His latest efforts
include lobbying for a Constitutional Amendment for victims' rights.

John'’s tireless efforts on behalf of crime victims and children’s rights have
touched the lives of virtually everyone in America. At this point, I can only think of
431 people in the entire country who would not want you to award John this
highest of civilian honors.

We enthusiastically endorse the nomination of John Walsh for the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Donald Baldwin PR b

‘ Executive Director

REPRESENTING FOURTEEN NATIONAL {.AW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATIONS WITH A
COMBINED MEMBERSHIP OF OVER 500,000 AW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
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May 8, 1997

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We the undersigned leaders of the Crime Victims Movement are pleased to lend our
full support to the nomination of John Walsh for the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In
our estimation, no one is more deserving of this honor. John Walsh has clearly been
our nation’s most widely recognized champion of justice generally and victims’ rights
specifically.

While virtually everyone knows of John’s life saving work as the host of the popular
television show “America’s Most Wanted,” not everyone is aware of the many other
good works he performs beyond the public eye for the benefit of our nation’s crime
victims and law enforcement community. Each year, John somehow finds time in his
demanding production schedule to crisscross the country —often at his own expense
— to speak at an endless variety of victim-related conferences, fund-raisers, rallies,
and special events. As the father of a murdered child, he has emerged from the darkest
chapter of his life to become a beacon of hope for the millions of crime victims who
seek justice and fair treatment. As the founder of the Adam Walsh Centers, John has
enabled thousands of children to be re-united with their parents, while preventing child
abductors from preying on the most vulnerable members of our society.

He is also one of the movement’s most passionate, articulate and effective public
policy advocates, having testified innumerable times before both state legislatures and
the U.S. Congress on a wide variety of victim and law enforcement-related legislation.
As just one example, he is widely credited with playing a decisive role in the passage
of Maryland’s Victim Rights Constitutional Amendment. More recently John single-
handedly convinced the National Association of Governors to endorse the Federal
Victims’ Rights Amendment currently pending before Congress, giving the
Amendment a much needed boost.

It is particularly fitting that John Walsh receive the President’s Medal of Freedom.
John has dedicated his life to fighting to free crime victims from the oppression and
injustice that both criminals and the criminal justice system inflict upon innocent
Americans. And by helping to remove some of the most dangerous criminals from our
streets, he has made us all a little more safe and a little more free. John is a freedom
fighter in the truest sense of the word













































