

















































































































































































































































































































- Mianu Herald: Blacks' votes were d...ed at higher rates, analysis shawps//www.herald.com/content/archive/news/elect2000/decision/072960.htm

If you screw it up, you screw it up. When you pander, low expectations make for
low resuits."

Some critics contend that more than economics has influenced county decisions
on what kind of equipment and services to offer voters.

'DISENFRANCHISEMENT'

Echoing others, Adora Obi Nweze, state president of the NAACP, alleged that
on Election Day many minority precincts were understaffed, run by poorly
trained workers and unprepared for the deluge of black voters, who did not get
the assistance that may have helped prevent voting errors.

“It's consistent with the overall plan and the overall actions in this state and in
this country to treat blacks as though we don't count,” Nweze said. ""All of it falls
under one banner, the disenfranchisement of the black and minority voter."

To be sure, other factors besides voting systems played into whether voters'
choices were recorded and tallied.

In Duval County, where so many problems occurred, elections officials
distributed inaccurate sample ballots just before Election Day.

The sample listed all presidential candidates on one page and instructed voters
to “"Vote all pages.” But at the polls, the official Election Day ballot instead listed
presidential candidates on two pages and instructed voters to "*Vote appropriate
pages.”

Critics say the conflicting directions led many voters to pick two presidential
candidates. “"A lot of people thought that if you didn't vote on every page that
your ballot won't be counted," said Rodney Gregory, an attorney working with
the Democratic Party in Duval.

In Gadsden County, the state's only majority-black county, the list of presidential
candidates was broken into two columns on the optical-scan ballot -- and 1,900
voters, or 12 percent of the total, marked more than one choice for president.
The county lacks the voter-alert system.

When the canvassing board did a manual recount. officials found many voters
had marked all 10 candidates and then scrawled Gore's name in the box for
write-ins.

DESIGN FLAW

Some majority-white precincts also experienced problems. In heavily
agricultural Hendry County, where the presidential ballot also featured a
broken-column design, nearly one of every five ballots went uncounted in
Precinct 6, where 82 percent of voters are white non-Hispanics. The county has
optical scanners but not the error-alert system.

The blue-collar precinct, on the outskirts of Clewiston, is home to many
sugar-industry workers and also is poor enough that more than half the children
in the local elementary school qualify for free lunches.

County Commissioner Bo Pelham, whose district includes the precinct, said that
although 96 presidential ballots were invalidated for overvotes, there were far
fewer or no overvotes in his race and several others. That led him to conclude
that the crowded ballot was the source of the problem.

""They weren't expecting to see 10 candidates for president,” Pelham said,

Exit polls suggest that many of those stumbling over their ballots in
majority-black precincts may have been inexperienced voters. Thanks in part to
an NAACP get-out-the-vote drive, black voters' share of the state vote rose from
an estimated 10 percent in 1996 to about 15 percent this year.

NEW VOTERS

In Okaloosa County's mostly black Precinct 12, Election Day brought out many
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