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continues with his support for clemency by stating, “it would serve as a crucial step in the
reconciliation and healing between the US Government and Native Amencans, on the
Pine Ridge Reservation and throughout the country.”

Whatever you may believe regarding Leonard’s guilt or innocence, and the FBI's
behavior, one fact is indisputable: Leonard Peltier has been in prison for almost 25 years
while his health has severely deteriorated. He is now 56 years old and suffers from
lockjaw, partial blindness, diabetes, and heart and blood pressure problems.

It was only after my personal intervention earlier this year that we were able to arrange
for Leonard to travel to the Mayo Clinic for pro bono corrective jaw surgery. (His
Defense Committee had sought the outside surgery more than 7 years). Two prior jaw
surgeries had been performed on him by prison doctors, and as a result his jaw was
“frozen” partially open - he had to eat by using his tongue to crush food against the roof
of his mouth. Despite this, prison authorities maintained that no additional treatment was
needed.

Dr. Rolland Dickson, the head of the Mayo Clinic, called me following Leonard’s
surgery. He told me with some dismay that Leonard had been “butchered” by the prison
doctors who had “botched” the two prior operations, even using the wrong entry point for
the surgery. He added that he had never seen anything like it and that it was enough to
make [one] lose faith in our government.

I hope you will consider speaking with Leonard’s lawyer, Bruce Ellison, I could arrange
a confidential meeting or phone call at your convenience. You have already heard from
Leonard’s prosecutors in the form of the FBI, Bill Janklow, and others. It would be
important to hear privately from Bruce - he could share with you confidential information
about what actually happened that day in June 1975. I believe he can convince you of the
necessity for clemency.

' Mr. President, Leonard Peltier has suffered long enough. The issue before you now is
ultimately not whether he is guilty or innocent, nor whether his tnal was fair or unfair,
but whether the time has come for mercy and healing, Clemency doesn’t change guilt to
innocence or correct errors of jurisprudence. Its intent is to moderate the systems’
inevitable excesses and to inform its rules with humanitarian concem. In the interest of
justice and basic human decency, I urge you to grant Leonard Peltier’s petition for
clemency.

Thank you for your consideration. Please don’t hesitate to call if I can be of any help in

the weeks ahead.
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HEALING AND Jusries:

Love to Hillary and Chelsea.

Andy Spahn
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