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Peres has a board of some one hundred distinguished friends and
supporters from around the world, and one annual meeting of that board.
Both Danny and Wayne Owens are on the Peres Board.

Green Cross, International. This group was organized in 1993 by
Mikhael Gorbachev, and states as its mission "to help create the conditions

for a sustainable future by cultivating a more harmonious relationship
between humans and the environment." They focus on environmental
conflict prevention and mediation, and work with governments, the private
sector, religious groups, international organizations, NGOs and individuals
to "mesh the economy, ecology and society". They have chapters in 21
countries. American members of their board of some 30 members are Ted
Turmer, Robert Redford and Yoko Ono.

The Center for Middle East Peace & Economic Cooperation has
worked closely with GCI on water issues in the Middle East, where their
focus has been on reconciling international conflicts over water supplies.
GClI's President, Mikhael Gorbachev seems to travel incessantly raising
money and helping national chapters raise funds.

The International Crisis Group (ICG). This group, headquartered in

Brussels, was organized in the early 1990s as an organization working to
"strengthen the capacity of the international community to anticipate,
understand and act to prevent and contain conflict." Their focus has been
Asia, Africa and the Balkans. They have worked on conflicts in those areas,
including on civil wars in Africa, with efforts to identify conflicts in early
development stages and to report facts accurately to the world. They take
some pride in working on conflicts from which the world seems content to
averts its eyes. George Mitchell was its first chairman, and was replaced just
earlier this year with the former President of Finland.

The ICG works primarily through field offices or paid local
consultants to obtain the real facts and define the real conflicts, and to
widely distribute those reports on regional conflicts before they become full-
scale wars.




XVII. What Makes a Successful Ex-President?

In the organization meeting held with President Clinton on October
25, he made the comment: "There have only been two great ex-presidents:
John Quincy Adams and Jimmie Carter."

It is insightful to consider why President Clinton believes these two
men were America's "two great ex-presidents".

John Quincy Adams, when he finished his one term as president in
1829, perhaps not enjoying a lack of organized activity, immediately became
a candidate for the House of Representatives to which he was elected in
1830 and where he served until his death in 1848. . He distinguished himself
as an ex-president by championing anti-slavery and other unpopular causes
and won a victory in abolishing the standing "gag rules" of the House that
required that any discussion of slavery be immediately tabled. He considered
public service to be the highest possible calling and never felt degraded in
serving in the House after four years in the White House. He was respected
for his integrity, his perseverance and his selfless pursuit of what he saw as
the public good.

Few men in American history have been treated with so much
hostility or attacked with so much rancor by their political opponents and yet
he never seemed to diminish his own efforts nor compromise his principles
by that never-ending barrage of criticism and ridicule.

Jimmie Carter, when he finished his one term as president, began
writing books, spent spare time building homes for Habitat for Humanity
and established a Center at Emory University which specializes in
international conflict resolution, as well as world health matters. Many
people consider that the work Carter has done since his presidency has been
more substantial than what he did in office. Others have said that he is a
much better ex-president than he was a president. His work in international
matters of democratization and conflict resolution has been truly impressive.

Carter is considered a man of genuine integrity, committed to human
rights, justice and peace. His interest in promoting human rights and
principles of democracy in many third-world countries has been continuous
and non-stop and almost all consider him a genuinely honest "honest
broker".




Both Adams and Carter spent their post presidential periods in
continued public service, unimpeachably working for selfless, idealistic
purposes. Neither has worked for personal enrichment nor aggrandizement.

XVIII. Evaluating the Center's Success at the end of 2003

Both President Clinton and Danny Abraham consider this to be a two
to three year trial to determine whether, as a jointly controlled effort, the two
individuals feel they can work satisfactorily together and whether real
progress will have been made in the problem areas chosen for the Center's
activity. Professional outside evaluation experts or teams should be
consulted early in 2003 and their assistance obtained to help in evaluating
the successes and weaknesses of the Center, which will assist President
Clinton and Danny Abraham to make a joint decision about their future

work together.

It is recommended that the new Center's permanent staff prepare,
early in 2001, a more specific set of objectives for the Center by which the -
success of the Center's efforts can be evaluated in late 2003.




Objectives for completion by year's end 2000

. Lease for office space for the Center completed (probably in
association with the President's offices) with design, remodeling
and decorating plans under way

. A name for the new Center chosen

. An organizational plan drafted which is acceptable to both
President Clinton and S. Daniel Abraham, including mission
statement, job descriptions for key staff members and operation
plans for 2001

. The new Center incorporated, tax exemption applied for, and
initial corporate by-laws drafted

. PR firm chosen and plan developed to publicly roll out the
Center. First brochure, logo, website and other materials designed

. Accounting firm chosen, financial structure in place
. Budget for 2001 approved by Board of Directors

. Initial staff positions filled:

I. Co-President for Programs

II.  Co-President for Operations: Wayne Owens

III. Board Secretary/General Counsel: Bruce Lindsey

IV. Senior Distinguished Clinton Fellows: (Berger, others)

V.  Senior Policy Advisor: Sara Ehrman

VI. Middle East Expert (Malley, Verstandig or other) to direct
Center for Middle East Peace & Economic Cooperation

VII. Conference manager to organize technical aspects of
conferences and luncheons

VIII. Financial Officer

IX. Fundraising Officer

X.  Necessary support staff

. Schedule for organization and first meeting of Board of
Governors
























































































THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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WASHINGTON
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December 15, 2000 PO des 4, 9

MEMORANDUM FOR SIDENT

FROM: GENE SPERLING

SUBJECT: NEC WEEKLY REPORT

w Markets: Congress has agreed to all but one piece of the New Markets initiative that you
higHlighted during your three trips across America to underserved inner city and rural
communities (America's Private Investment Companies, your proposal which leverages private
dollars to invest in larger companies, was not included). The bipartisan support you and Speaker
Hastert generated helped make this major achievement part of the final budget package.
Impoverished communities will be revitalized through the New Markets Tax Credit that alone
will spur $15 billion in equity investment in low- and moderate-income rural and urban
communities. In addition, New Market Venture Capital firms will generate over $250 million in
small business investment. There will be nine new Empowerment Zones bringing the total
number to 40. Forty Renewal Communities will be created and the Low-Income Housing Tax
Credit will be increased by more than 40% over two years. The District of Columbia’s current
tax incentives, set to expire in 2002, will be extended an additional year. But, the homebuyers'
credit is extended until the end of 2003 and Hastert, at our request, sent Eleanor Holmes Norton
a letter committing to work to extend DC tax benefits more next year. Finally, states will have
an increased ability to use private activity bonds to spur economic growth. This initiative will
have a lasting and expansive effect by encouraging private sector equity investment in
underserved communities that have not yet shared in our economic prosperity. Congratulations,
Sir--you pulled this one out of the fire. It's a great accomplishment.

U.S.-EU Summit and Trade Disputes: I spoke to EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy on
Friday and I think there is a reasonable chance that Monday's U.S.-EU summit can be used to
agree on "outlines" or "frameworks" for resolving the bananas and beef disputes within the term
of the Clinton Administration. The major difficulty on bananas is whether the EU can eventually
drop its preferred solution ("first-come, first-served") in favor of a historical quota-based
solution. The latter is strongly preferred by all countries in this hemisphere except Ecuador.
However, Lamy does not have clearance from EU Member States to agree yet to historical
quotas. France is particularly opposed, he said. Lamy proposed we declare at the summit a
"breakthrough" on certain key details common to both a "first-come, first-served" and a
historical quotas-based solution.
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