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DE C. -07' 00 (TH U) 13: 04 

17751 Street NW, Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 233-2040 direct 

To: The President 

Fruc 

Phone: 

Re: Letter copy and dinner plans 

TEL :202 632 1512 

National lnstitut◄ 
Literacy : 

From: Carolyn Staley 

Pages: 2 

Date: 12/7/2000 

CC: 

□ Urgent D For Review D Please Comment D Please Reply D Please tcycle 

• Comments: 

Dear Mr. President: 

Holiday greetings! I was so happy to get the package from you, and must confess I was a ba girl and 
peeked Inside the gift wrap! Thanks so much for the fun game, and we will enjoy it (after ristmas, 
promise!) 

I have sent Hillary a letter offering our home and all the extra space we have as a possible 
base during the Senate sessions. We'd love to help, and love the company. Empty n 
lonely! Because I don't have a contact in her office, I simply am copying you so you'll be a 
offer and can discuss at family dinner! 

One other item, our HSHS 64 friends are having dinner at on Sunday night at the Old Ebb 
6:30, and you should plan to join us! The group will include Jim French, Phil Jamison, Mary J 
Glenda Cooper, Gail Martin Montouri, and Carolyn WIison. We knew we'd not have th 
collectively to see you this weekend at the Traveler's reception, and know it may be impossib 
lo join us, but we can hope! 

::: home 
ng gets 
·e of the 

: Grlll at 
Rogers, 
chance 
for you 

Continue to take good care, feeling always the gratitude of the people for ALL you have do for our 
nation and wond these eight years, and will continue to do in the future. You're just getting sta ~d i 

With deep gratitude, 

~~ 

Carolyn~ 

rz.-r-oo 
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DEC. -07' 00 (TH U) 13: 04 

December 7, 2000 

Hillary Rod.ham Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Hillary: 

TEL :202 63 2 1512 

Carolyn and J crry Staley 
7817 Falstaff Road 

McLean, Virginia 22102 
(703) 734-0304 

i 
! 
j 

First of all, CONGRATIJLATIONS on your thrilling Senate election! We cert · y were 
cheering you on and are delighted that your leadership talents in the policy arena ld 
your compassion for people will continue to be at work in our government. 

Second, you can come live with us anytime! We have a large, comfortable home l 

McLean, Virginia with lots of space, since all our children have left us. We have empty 
bedrooms on the upper level with extra bath. We also have a full basement ap 
with fireplace, office space, a large living area, and private entrance just waiting fi 
You could come and go and never have to even say hello unless you wanted com 
We live in a great neighborhood and have lots of privacy. Our huge backyard is a 
garden paradise and we don't even know we have neighbors, except for that fact 
enjoy their friendship and chat occasionally. I commute to work each day, drivin 
scenic George Washington Parkway, and it generally takes about 20 minutes door o­
door. 

We know this is a period of adjustment for you. If we can ever be of help, short t m or 
long term. we would be so happy to have you stay share our space. (I didn ,t menti n 
home cooking, laundry and housekeeping seivices are included!) 

Again, congratulations, and all good wishes for your bright future . We look forw i to 
seeing you during the holidays. 

All best, 

Carolyn and Jerry 

P. 002 
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December 6. 2000 

Betty Currie 
The White House 
~ashlngton D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Currie. 

I · .would very much appreciate 1 t lf you; could g1 ve this to Pres1dent 
Clinton. I would llke l t to be 1.nclucted w1 th the package I sent to 
you on November 16, 2000 contalnlng a letter, articles and phot;ographs. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. I wtsh I had addressed the 
paclcage to you directly three years a.go as President Clinton had asked 
us to do. But at least I luiow that now. because of you. lt will get 
directly to him. 

I am including in this fax a cooy of my letter only. not the articles 
nor the photographs. If you should for any reason need another copy 
of' them please let me know. 

Slnce President Clinton felt that my nus band was de~erving oJ: the 
Presidents Medal of Freedom, I feel confident thls will still happen, 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

~-4,:dd6 
Joyce Pickett 
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December 6, 2000 

Presldent Wllllam Jeffer·son Cltnton 
The White House 
Washlngton D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

A few weeks ago I sent you a package and 1n the cover· letter made 
reference. to conversations we had wlth you when we m.et at two black 
ttet fund raising e"ITents. After sending l t I thought I .should have 
mentioned something by which you could remember our conversation. 

I recalled that you had said to my husband that you had never laughed 
so hard as when he told you about des-ignlng the house for Georgie. 
Frontlere on Broadbeach Road ln Malibu. In the meantime, my husband. 
had designed a house fo_r ry.er ln St i.)Lou1s as well as her off lees ln .. 
the R8.111s Headquarters. (u.AAd..e-~d~ . 

Hopefully, wl th this, you may recall ,how you had urged us to send you 
information about Eddie because you t· '.elt wlth h1s achievements he wa.s 
q_uallf'led and deserving of the Presld.ents Medal Of Freedom. r' unde:r~tand 
there ls also a Presidents Cltlzen Medal. 

I hope with all my heart that you w1i1 be able to still bestow this 
honor on my husband. 

I'm sure my sentiments are shared With millions of others when- I say 
that I wlsh you could continue· to be .our President for another four 
years. 

God bless you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
Joyce Fickett 
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Gold-plated surf shacks on Malibu's mi:gabudr.sWI Broad Beach Road lndu 
31012 (ABOVE ,IND BELOW) and neighbor 31388 (AIOVE. IIIG 

S-wells ea 
MARINERS LOST NEAR MALIBU'S 

BROAD BEACH CAN NAVIGATE BY THE MOVIE STARS; 
TIM CURRY'S FORMER HORROR SHOW 

OF A HOUSE AND GARDEN HITS THE MARKET 

WANT A HOUSE-OK RV£N A TINY SLIVER of a 
lot-a.long Malibu's Broad Beach Road? You'c.l bet­
ter have more than sand in your pockets. The highly 
coveted strip just might be the priciest real estate 
in California. Running on me ocean side of PCH 
from Trancas Canyon (just north of Zuma Beach) to 

by Laura Meyers 

f,I Matador State Beach, the )'trtet is named Broad Beach for good reason: The 
onc:-and·a-half-mile beach there is as wide as 400 feet. "There's so much room 
between the surf and the homes that most are built conventionally, not on stilts, 
because no one worries about being washed away," says Pritchen-Rapf and 
Associates' Jack Pritchett, a 27-year lfeteran of the 
Malibu real estar.e game. 

No wonder the mailboxes read like a Fi.re & Ice 
Ball libo't. Goldie Hawn, Steven Spielberg and Walter 
Matthau are longtime Bn,,ad Beach-combers, while 
Eddie Van H.alen, James .Brooks and Danny De Vitt, 
week.end and/or swnmcr here. Newcomers include 
Mel Gibson, who rc::cently paid about $3.5 million 
for a 2,340-square--foot cottage, and Pierce Brosnan, 
who plunked down $7.5 ,million to buy 1V pro­
ducer .Ralph Edwards's 2,700-square-foot, five-bed­
room hou.,;e (with requisite media room and pool) 
that sits on 120 feet of beachfrcmt. 

If those places sound small for the money, they 

l 8 I. n ~ A N C E L E S A U c; U ST 2 O O 0 

re. Actor Michael Madsen has been try­
. s to sell a 2,115-squart-foot Otlifomia 
ottage that's on a mere 40-foor-wide 
ot. He paid about $1.5 million for the 
roperty five years ago and now wants 
2.6 million. "Vac:anc laud or te.1rdowns 
II prnny quickly, at $50,000 to $60,000 
front foot," says P.ci.tchen. 

But if size still matters w you, th.-: 
ouse to envy is St . .Lm1is Rams owJ1.':c 
l!Orgja Frontiere's new 13,000•squart!­

oot French mansion, designed by ar­
hitect Edward H. Fickett, FAlA (the 

behind no ~ than 17 Broad Beach 
<)uses), and completed just before his · 
eath last ycai:. The seveu-bedroom be~ 
emoth boasts an enormous courtyard 

trance, a hipped slate roof, a secret 
ookout loft and a tennis court on a sec­
nd lot. To make room for it, Frontiel"C 
re down the houst! built by sixth hus­

band C-arroll Rosenbloom, who djsap-­
at sea in 1979. 

'hea's Castle is guarantct.:d to protcr..-r jc:; 
wner from three things: earthquakes, 
'ots and thar pesky fouJal lord across 

· ~ttcct. The 6,500-square-foot gran• 
·n: fortress is a fiefdom unto i~lf, sport­

g a stable, a 10-ac:rt.: :utificial lake fed· 
y natural springi;.. an airstrip, an arched 

ne bridge, a tw~mile midget<a.r race­
· rack and a Native American burial 

ound. There's only one problem: lc's 
ocated at 44901 Fairmont lload in 

telope VaJley, a good 45 minutes from 
.A, without traffic. 

The plac.e wasn't really incendcd for 
e Barneys crowd- Completed in 1926 

y a .Beverly liil1s realtor-inwstor nanw<l 
~ohn Shea. the castle was replicated from 
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President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20502 
Attn; Betty Currie 

Dear Mr. President: 

My name is Joyce Fickett and my husband and} had the pleasure of meeting you ii;l1d 

Hillary on two occasions severctl years ago. Both· events were black-tic fund raisers, during which 

you suggested that I send you some facts about my very modest husband, Edward H. Fic~eu . 

F.A.l.A. Until he passed away recently. he was a world-renowned architect despite-injuries 

inflicted upon him during WWll. You had suggested that he might be deserving of the Meclal of 

Freedom. 

About three years ago, instead of sending the package to Betty Currie as you had 

suggested, I sent it to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, without her name. I believe this probably explains 

Why I never received a reply. 

I am writing to you at the suggestion of Governor Gray Davis to correct this mistake <>f 

~ine, and in the hopes that, after you have perused the enclosed documents, you will find my 

husband deserving of the Medal of Freedom and bestow upon him this honor posthumously. 

You have done so much for our country and our world. 1 believe you will go <lO"fn in 
- . 

history as one of our greatest Presidents. I know I speak for many Americans when 1 say that l 

miss you already and would be delighted jf it were possible that you could remain our Chief 

Executive for another two terms. 

Please fotward my congratulations to Hillary. I'm sure she will serve her constituenL.; 

honorably and with distinction in the United States Senate. 

Thank you for talcing time from your busy schedule to consider my reque~t. God bless 

you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

9,-,-y"t!. r: d,_· ~i,_ ii./ 
Joyce Fickett 
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Edward H. Fickett, "f'.A.LA. 
ARCHITECT 

During World War II, my husband was a Lt. :Command~ in the United States 

Nal')' for five years, designing and building bases in the Pacific (Guam, Midway Islands. 

Union Island~ Palau, Philippines, New Caledonia, and the Hawaiian Islands). One day 

while trying to assist his men during rough seas, a cable snapped and severed my 

husband's arm above the elbow. It was his right arm, the ann that he was going to rely 

upon for the rest of his life as an architect. There was no doctor on the ship. only a 

"Pharmacist's Mate" who sutured my husband's arm back cm. Through daily strenuous 

and painful exercise throughout his life and sheer determination and the belief in 

miracles, my husband was able to use that arm to design some of the most famous 

buildings in the world. He had taught himself to draw even the most minute details with 

. his left hand which he used when the cramping and pain was toci severe in his .right arm. 

During the post war years, there was a massive need for housing. Every 

developer started building homes but those homes just sat there :and did not sell. They 

were expensive, yet they were dark, dreary, and sad :due to the ijttle windows. My 

husband knew that there were thousands of veterans glad to be home, glad to be alive, 

anxious to start a new life in a new home and raise ai family. His wish as an architect and 

veteran was that every veteran and every American should be able to have their own 

home. So my husband invented and designed what came to be known as the .. Fickett 
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Home." These were luxury homes designed for the pocket book of the average 

American. Realtors .would sell as many as 200 ''Fickett Homes" in one weekend. 

P.8 

Between 1946 and 1957 my husband designed:more than 60,000 uFickett Homes" 

from coast to coast; luxury homes that were affordable to low and moderate income 

Americans. He was able to keep the homes affordable through creative inventions. For 

example, color would be added directly to the concrete, thereby saving the cost of 

painting. The "Fick~tt Homes" were pale pi~ pale peach. pale green and pale yellow 

as opposed to the other houses which were beige, brown, or white. 

Although the '"Fickett Homes" were small (2200 to 2800 square feet), one had the 

feeling they were palatial because he invented the idea :of raising the ceiling to 14 feet. 

He invented the idea.of«indoor-o.utdoor" living by designing houses with 14-foot walls 

of glass in every room of the house looking out to beautiful.landscaped gardeps which he 

designed all around the house. He designed roofs that: extended far beyond the p_erimeter 

of the house to keep the sun out so that curtains or bl~ds were not even necessary and the 

indoor-outdoor living through the 14-foot glass walls could be enj<:>yed all day. A 

hallmark oft.he Fick~tt Home was a variation in the qu~ity of light. The deep eaves 

allowed a filtered light to reach t.he interior which created patterns of light and shadow. 

He invented the idea of open floor plans where.one room flowed into the next 

with walls that went only ¼ of the way up and often or.aly a fireplace separated the living 

room and dining room or den.. He invented te,ctured walls (hundreds of different. 

textures) to make the homes more interesting. 

Next he invented the open kitchen which allow~d the kitchen to be part of the 

living room or family room so that the mother/housewtfe interact with the family and not 
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be stuck in the kitchen behind closed doors as his:mother was when he was a child. 

People marveled at his practical kitchens - called :Portman kitchens (like in a train) -­

where everything was easily reached and there were immense amounts of cupboard 

space and built-in appliances. There was always a window over every sink with a little 

tree, flowered plants or a bird feeder for the ho~e to enjoy as she looked out the 

window. 

Fickett also invented sliding closet doors·and sliding glass doors thereby saving 

immense amounts of space. He put two sinks in Ute master bathroom and desjgned 

sunken bathtubs and showers with a built-in bench. · The people loved his. bathroom 

design and thought it was the epitome of luxury. l'o reinforce ibis new concept of airy, • 

open design and indoor-outdoor living. he created skylights in the living room.. hallways,: 

bathrooms, and kitchens. 

11me, Look, Life, House Beautiful, Better Homes and Gardens, Sunsei and other 

magazines wrote: 

"the Fickett Homes are so beautifa.li so unique, !so innovative, so cheerfu.l, 

so progressive, yet so warm and pr:~ctical. The "Fickezt Homes" are 

happy homes. Through Architect-Fickett 's iTIVentive and ingenious 

designs where one room flows intt!J the next with these enormously high 

ceilings and 14-foot high walls of glass and walls lhal only go part-way up 

to the ceiling and·beautifel landset,lped yards, the middle class person 

feels thal he is living in the most r:klw:e lu;r:urious home. These walls of 

glass only hint at a separation between inside and outside. His homes 

give the illusion of immense spaci®$ness and /~ry. The Fickel/ designs 

are magnificent and exciting. Architect Fickelt:is indeed a genius. He .is: 

·40 years ahead of his lime. " 

3 

.. 
' 
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My husband loved sharing his new housing concepts and inventions with others 

and was invited as a guest speaker all over the United States. He encouraged other 

architects and students in architectural colleges to design these luxurious affordable 

homes. In 1949 to 1950, my husband formulated and participated in the AlA University 

Lecture Series because there was such a need for good architects. · The team he formed 

consisted of S_chindler, Neutra, Buckminster Fullet., Frank Lloyd Wright, Quincy Jones 

and himself. They traveled to colleges across the U.S. introducing students to the 

exciting field of architecture. 

Edward H. Fickett FAIA also designed and master planned some of the most well 

know militaty bases for the United States government. They include: 

• Edwards Air Force Base, Edwards CA 

• Norton Air Force Base, San Bernardino, CA 

• Los Alamitos Naval Base, Los Alamitos, CA 

• Murphy Canyon Heights Naval Base, San Diego CA 

• San Pedro Naval Base, San Pedro, CA 

• Seal Beach Naval Base, Seal Beach CA 

In 19567 President Eisenhower appointed Edward, H. Fickett FAiA to the 

position of architectural advisor to the pr~ident and consultant to the federal 

government on housiqg. In that capacity, my husband also was rC$ponsib)e for the 

rewriting and updating of all the specifications and :guidelines for the VA and FHA 

4 
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programs. He also rewrote all the specifications and guidelines for the very outdate~ 

National Housing Act of 1934. With the completion of these new guidelines, the na.pie 
I 

was officially changed to the department of Housing .and Urban Development. T~ese 

specifications and guidelines, which my husband wrote~ are still being used today at . 

HUD. 

_Some other well known projects designed by my husband include tbi 

• United Nations Library' in Switzerland; 

P.11 

• Los Angeles Harbor (Cargo and Passenger terminals) in San ~edro,: 

the largest harbor in the world~ 

• Bistro Gardens Restaurant iri Beverly Hills; 

• Historic and seismic renovation of the State Library in 

Sacramento~ 

! . 

I 

• · Historic and seismic renovation of the Los Angeles City Hall ; 

Phase I; 

• Los Angeles Police Academy; 

• First Los Angeles firestation :with a. helicopter landing; 

• Original Sands Hotel in Las Vegas; 

• Podger Stadium~ and 

• Nethercutt Museum, the largest BJ1tique . .car museum in the w~rld. 

In 1996 my husband was selected to replicate the oldest fire station in the city of 
. i 

Los Angeles, originally designed in 1903. It had bt:en damaged by vandalism and fi~. 

s 
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My husband proposed to the Mayor and City council to make use of the building and 

proposed converting it to the African American Firefighter's Museum in step with 

President Clinton's "Initiative on Race." Edward H, Fickett's proposal was 

unanimously approved and now this museum - the first of its kind in the United States -

collects, conserves and shares the experience of pioneering African Americans in ·the fire 

service from 1890 to the present. The Museum permanently houses artifacts and 

exhibits, illustrating this unique history from the beginning years, through segregation 

( 1924 - 195 5) with the re-integration in the 1950 • s to the present day with its aim of 

preserving the past for the benefit of the future. 

My husband al&o invented things used all over the world such as the card key, 

used in every hotel of the world, to get into one's room. Being an artist, and not a 

businessman, ~ husband unfortunately did not patent this idea and now others are 

reaping the financial benefits of this invention. 

P.12 

EdwJlfd H. Fickett also master planned entire communities throughbut the U.S. 

including ~ousihg, schools, churches, parks and commercial buildings. Architect Fickett 

was on the .National Panel of Arbitraton and Mediaton. He was in charge of 

reciprocity exams and licensing of architects for the state of California. · He gnmt.ed 

licenses to hundreds of architects from foreign countries suc.h as Me~co. With(he 

stJ}tistics in hand, he traveled to Mexico on behalf of the American Institutc-Qf ~clntects·: 

and the U.S. fighting for equal reciprocity for architects and other profeNionalswho w.ere 
. 

denied reciprocity. Despite by husband's efforts, even today, Mexico .and «me other 

countries will not :grant licenses to any architects from the U.S. 
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Architectural historians write, "'We owe so much to this very modest m~. 

Edward H. Fickett FAIA was a genius. We know of.no other architect so ver~tile and ~o 

creative and with such an enduring influence. In addition to his ingenious ideas for 

housing he was the first of so many things, such as the first architect to design a round 

hotel (the Sands in Las Vegas), the first to design an all-suites hotel (the Ocotillo Lodge 

Hotel in Palm Springs), so that families could bring their children and have a kitchenette 

and a private enclosed patio for the children to play and be safe; he was the first to design 

open kitchens in restaurants when no one, else dared to let the chef be see~ he was the . 

first to engineer and cantilever a house or a tennis court over the edge of a mountain. He 

was known as the king of the tennis courts because he could design tennis couns in mid, 

air by cantilevering them." 

He was the nine-time recipient of the Affordable Homes for all Americans Awarcl ; 

sponsored by House and Home magazine. He was the four-time recipient of the National 

progressive Architectural Design Award sponsored by Progressive Architecture 

Magazine. He was the four-time recipient of the Best Homes for Parents with Children • 

Design Award sponsored by Pare11t 's Magazine plus Ho1.,1se of the Year Awards from 

House Beautiful, Sunset Magazine, Better Homes and Gardens and several AIA national 

design awards. 

My husband, a fourth-generation Angeleno. gave so much of himself to his 

country and helped wherever and whenever he was called upon. Because of him nearly · 

100,000 American families were able to buy and live ,in deluxe affordable Fickett Homes 

and thousands of othenwere able to benefit from his co~tributions to the VA, FHA and • 

HUD. 

1 
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We have re_ceived hundreds of letters from post~war Fickett homeowners who 

sold their homes in the 90 • s thanking Architect Ficliett for their beautiful homes and 

expressing gratitude for the enormous amount of money they n:iade on the sales of their_ 

Fickett Houses, because the homes are just as contemporary today as they were 40 or 50 

years ago. 

P.14 

-Submitted by:: 

Joyce Fickett 
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SCHEDULE FOR VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 7, 2000 

SCHEDULER: 
WORKPHONE: 
WIICAPAGER: 

WEATHER: 

10:30 AM 
10:40 AM 

Jason Fried 
202-395-1750 
4679 

W ASfflNGTON, DC 

Washington, DC Sunny 

BRIEFING 
Outside Residence 

***NO PUBLIC SCHEDULE*** 

AGJ/MEG RON NAVOBS 

202 456 1606 P.01 / 01 

FINAL 

High: 38 F - Low: 28 F 

TOTAL P.01 
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Govrm.No1~ GRAY DAVIS 

June 3, 1999 

Joyce Fickett 
c/o Forest Lawn, Hollywood Hills 
6300 Forest Lawn Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90068 

Dear Joyce: 

Sharon and I would like to extend our heartfeJt condolences for the 
passing of your husband and exceptional architect, Edward fickclt. 

Edward was a wonderful friend who made many conLribulions lo his 
community and to tbe people of this Great Slate. 

Our thoughts and .prayers are with you during this difficult time. 

Warm regards, 

D~---, b.,s 
GRAYD~ · 

STATE Cl\t'ITOL • SI\CltAM~NTO. CI\LIFOltNII\ 95814 • (916) 44.5-2841 
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OCTOBER 1999 • VOLUME 6 THE .NEWSPAPER Of- AMERICA'S COMMUMITY OF ARCHITECTS 

An American Hero 
Edward ff. Fickett, FA.IA. . ·. died in May. A progres• 
sive and innovative architect, he designed one of 
the first prefab houses for manufacture, the firsl 
hotel to have private kitchenetles and patios, and 
the first open kitchen designed as part or the living 
or family room. Fickett was praised by CaJifomia 
Governor Gray Davis at his funeral sen-ice as ~an 
excep1ional archilect" who '.'made many beautiful 
contributions to his community and to the 
people of this great state." President 
Clinton also sent a letter of condolence, 
which was read at the memorial service 
officiated by Judge Joseph Wapner. 

D. Eisenhower. A previous sp~aker at the AIA Na­
tional Convention, he created and participated in 
the "AlA University Lecture Series." 

From 1977 to 1986, he was the architectural 
commissioner for the City of Beverly Hills. 

Fickett has been recognized with the Presiden­
tial Merit of Honor Award {the onl}' architect so 
recognized} and awards from the AJA; the r-;a­
tional Association of Home Builders; American 

Home magazine; Parents magazine; and 
the cities of Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, 
Reno, and Seattle. 

Some of Pickett's notable architectural 
designs included the original Sands Hotel 
in Las Vegas, La Costa Resort near San Di ­
ego, and the Los Angeles Harbor Passen­ FICKETT 

Among his last projects were the repli­
cation of the oldest fire station in Los An­
geles to house the African-American 
Firefighter Museum and renovation of 
Silverlake Park. At the posthumous dedi­
cation of the park, Lo.s Angeles Ma~·or Ri­

ger and Cargo Terminals. Additionally. he designed 
over 40,000 homes. A Lt. Commander in the U.S. · 
Navy for five years, Fickett aJso served as archi­
tectural advisor to former U.S. President Dwight 

chard Riordan extoJled Fidceu·s "life commitment 
and concern for others . .. a part of a legacy he 
leaves for all to emulate. His love and kindness will 
be missed b}'· all those whose lives he has touched." 
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_A22 SATURDAY, IVNll 19, l'r.llJ LOS ANGELES TIMES . 

Obituaries ' ) 

Edward H. Fickett; Award-Winning Architect Built Showplaces : 
From flOIIS Staff IVrltvt 

Edward H. Ficket~ award-win­
ning Les Angeles archilecl who 
created stunaing residenci!:9 from 
MabllU 10 Palin Springs and such 
resorts as the La Costa compla in 
· Carlsbad, has died. He W<\,'I 76. 

Fickett died In I.As Angeles on 
May 21 of pneumonia and was 
buried alter services . June i al 
Forest Lawn Hollywood Hllls. 
. Establishing his architectural 

firm in Los Angeles in 1950, Ficl<elt 
created showplace homes in the 
weallhlesl areas or Soulhem Cali­
fo.rnia. including Bev-.rly Hills, Sall 
Marino, Malibu and Palm Sprinp. 

When' he was named a. fellow of 
lbe Amefican Institute or Ardli· 
!eels in 1969, he was ciled for his 
·"excelleru:e of design, proportion 
and scale and the use of regional 
materials, redwood, adobe brick 
. and handmade flooring U!eiH and 
_for his "conlinuily of detail and 
expression of slruclwal elements.• 

A former Times wban planning 
columnist railed one of Fick.elt's 
oceanfront homes in Manhallan 
Beach "a modem-styled posl-and­
bfam delight" and said it was "an 

. Edward H. ft<:kett also pioneered 
coiicepls for low-cost housing. 

excellent example of the popular 
1960s style, siled and constructed 
with 9ellsitivity," 

Fickett worked for many yeaii . 
designing the La COllla complex In 
northern San Diego County. He 
started with its country club, 
mo1;ed on to create Ille healtll spa 

and eventuall;y added condomin-
iums. · 

In addition to La C~!J, YiclceU 
designed the Mammoth Mountaln 
Inn, Ille Las Cruces Remrl Hotel in 
La Pu, Mako, the Hacienda Hotel 
in Cabe San Lucas, Mexico, and the 
aistro GardeAS Restaurant in Bev­
erly Hill!. 

But his work was not limited lo 
homes and !esorts for wealthy 
clients. Fickett also pioneered 
modular and stnJctural concepts for 
early low-cost housing develop­
ments I.hat.were adapted for private 
and government project,s in the 
1950s. 
. OIi~ oI his projects lhat received 

nolice was the · Home Magazine 
House flll a 11()W-{lefunct I.As An­
geles Times publication called 
Home Magazine, This house, buill 
in 19.57 and 1958, was an altempl by 
the ma¢ne lo offer reader, an 
inside look al the construclioli of a 
contemporary Los· Angeles home. 
As the maguine pointed out, the 
house was aot a pace-seller, or 
even a research home. It \1111S an 
effort lo build a house with the 
standard materials of lhe day with 
aq eye both on quality aoo the 

budge!. Station No. 30 in Soulh Los An-
The 2,200-square-fool home. in reles, which was built in 1913. He 

the Royal Hlghlands area of En- was lo han participated today, 
cine, lllaS bollt by Donald .Buhler alollf with City Councilwoman 
and Everett Johnston; the land· Jackie Goldberg, at the dedication 
ataplng was by Warre.1 E. Lausen, of his Silver Lake Park ·RecrealJcn 
and Philip Anthon7 designed lbe ~ter. . 
pool. The Home Mapzine House Fickett bad hff!l widely praised 
was featurtd In a 11umber ol issues by former Mayor Tom Bradley a~d 
of ihe maga-zine. several City Cou11cil members for 

On a massive scale, Pickett also his wprit on city recrealloil and 
designed the Los Angeles Harbor parks facUities, and received nu-
cargo and_ pasaenger terminals in merous Los Angeles and Beverly 
San Pedro, garnerilig a 1963 award HiUs beautificalion awards for his 
from the American Jnstltute of • commercial aoo residential designs. 
Steel Construction. • 'J'l:le architect eameil a presiden• 
. }{Is o_Uier government P!'Oiects _- lial ll~I of lionor and arcbitec­

inclwled u,s Angeles' University . lural · awards from the Natlonal 
Hig~·:School and master plans for .' : Assn. of Home Builders, Ille Ameri­
~ and Norton Afr Fmci . can inrtttut£ of .Axchitecls, the 
·bases·~ Yurpb,y Canyon He~hls . Cill!cnia Masonry A..~ .• the Pa-. 
· Naval~- . . . cifit Coast Builders Assn., the Fed, 

n(!iecame adept nol Oplf -~ eral Hoiulng .Administration and • 
creatin( new complem b\ll also at such magazines as Gocd Hou..<e-
upahding and renovating _o)der keeping. Progressive Archilectl.ll'e, 
and ·ollen historic_ facilitief and · House and Home, ParenlJ, Better 
doing seismic rehabilitation on Homes and Gardens and Practical 
more than 20,tnl residences and Builder. 
parts of Los Angeles' City Hall. He served as president ol the 

On May 11, Fickel! earned a Los Southern California and the Cali-
Angeles Conservancy Preservation fornia chapten of the American 
Award for his renova\jon ol fire . Institute of Architects, and was an 

__ .........,. ~--

an:hileclural commisaioner in Bev, 
erly H~ls, a member of Gov. Ed­
mund G. "Pai• Brown Sri! Hous!: 
lng Board (Of Callfomia ·a11d air 
architectural advisor to President· 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Fickett was a popular teclurl'r at" 
ronlereru:es and uaiversilies and an 
active arbiter of construction dis•. 
pules for lhe Amerkan Arbitration 
Assn. . 

A fourth-geneialion Angeleno; 
fickett earned a bachelor's degree 
in architecture and did graduate 
!ludies in engineering and archeol­
ogy al USC; hereceived a iniuttr' s 
degree ill city plaMing al lhe 
Massachusetts JnsUtute ofTeclinor: 
ogy. After co111pfeting naval olfice~ 
training at USC, he was rommi3! 
siooed a lieutenant commander aoo 
supervised ,onstruclion of bases ~ 
the South Pacific by the Civil 
Engineering Corps (Sea Bees) dur­
ing World War II . 

He is surlived by his l'rife, the 
former Joyce Heleri Steinberg. 

).(emorial donations may be ,ent 
to the Edward H. Fick.ell F AIA 
Scholarship Fund, USC School of 
Architecture, ,Los Angeles, CA 
90089--0291. . 

For the Record 
AckeH obltuaiy-Jn an obituar, of Ed­
ward H. Ficltett that appeare!l'June 19, 
Thi! Times reportoo that the architect did 
1111! seismic rehabilitation on 20,000 resi­
den~ rn fact, Fickett built lens of 
thousands ofhomes from coast lo coast 
and In foreign countriEs but dfd not do 
!eismk rthabilitalion wor'.< Oil ml6!nce3. 
In addition, Ute charac!eriz~ion cf one oi 
bis ~wards may have bttn mis!eading. He 
iect11ved a merit of hcnl)r il'liard from lhe 
president cl the United &ala. 
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Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clint on Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECTfflTLE DA TE RESTRICTION 

001 . resume [Personally Identifiable Information] [partial] ( I page) 12/00/2000 b(6) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
Staff Secretary 
Loy, Lise! (Chron Files) 
OA/Box Number: 22085 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Thursday, December,?, 2000 

2019-0680-S 

rs3555 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(l) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the-appointment to Federal office ((a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)I 

b(l) National security classified information ((b)(l) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency ((b)(2) of the FOlAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute ((b)(J) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((b)(6) of the FOIA( 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes ((b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells ((b)(9) of the FOIAI 



CAROL P. CARIDl 
6902 BRIARC UFF DRIVE 
CUNTON, MD 20735 

,o~•w•- "" -• ') 

_ (b){6) : 

(301) 877 -132 4 
(703) 251 -1971 

EDUCATION 
Lancaster High Sl:hool, Lancaster, VA 

EXPERIENCE: 

11/1983 - Present - Deloitte & Tow.he, 1750 Tysons Bou levard, McLean, VA 22.102-4219 

. Pro moted Octo ber 1989 to lead operator. Responsibilities consis t of formatting of 
materials to con fo rm with firm standards . Typing complex reports, financial 
.statements, charts, proposals, programs, sending faxes, and graphics. Proofing of own 
work, backing up system, ma intaining logs and filing word processing materials. 
Handling prob lems within the words processing ce nter that partners and audito rs have 
wh en m y supervisor are no t around o r on vacation. 

1/ 1983 - l l / 1983 - Arthur Andersen & Co., 1666 K Street, N. W. , Washington, D. C. 

Responsibilities comis t of typing letters, bluebacks, reports, financial sta tem ents , charts, 
proposals, programs anci graphics, e tc. on th e NB!. 

.10/ 1979 - 3/7981 - Mo rtgax.e Rankers Asso<.1ation, 11 25 J 5th Street .. N. W. , Washiniton, 
D. C. 

ResponsibiUties comist of answering phones, typing memos, letters, speeches, etc. on 
the Zerox 850 and or Zerox 800. 

6/ 1974 - 9/1979 - Federal Bureau o(Jnvestigatron (FBI), 9 th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W , 
Washington, D.C. 

Responsibiliti es consist of filing arrest records, typing arrest records a11d proof reading . 

Special Skills: Typing Speed (75-85 w.p .m) 

Zerox 850 and Zerox 800 
Fax Machin e 
NBJ 
WANG OJS 140 
Officer Write r 
Word Perfect 
Excel 
Micro Softword 

Contact: Supervism, Fran I-la ym an , (703) 25 1-1970 



ln the ability to adapt to changing circumstances and priorities: I priorities work 
according to date and time, unless there is something that is urgent and need to go out 
at the moment, then I adjust the workload and proceed with that project. 

ln the ability to exercise a high degree of tact, diplomacy and confidentiality interacting 
with diverse staff and high level visitors and callers. l demonstrates overall attitude of 
satisfying needs of internal and external client, responsive, prompt and accurate in 
providing services, follow through on internal/external client inquiries, requests and/or 
complaints. Also l, function in a cooperative manner with co-workers/other 
departments in support of quality service, and effectively communicates with others; 
shares_ ideas, solutions and information . l demonstrates skill in communicating by 
telephone by acting promptly. 

ln the ability to organize, coordinate and manage administrative operations in an 
office: Organizes and priorities work, utilizes time effectively, coordinates workflow, or 
coverage with co-workers, adapts to changing priorities and anticipates problems; 
handles unexpected or multiple task assignments. 

My skills in utilizing MS office (e.g., Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, Excel and Access) and 
other office related computer functions such as E-mail and the Internet: Familiar with 
all the above. In my daily routine I work continously on Microsoft Word, Excel, e-mail 
and internet daily. 
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. . ~ ~ip Dine was moved by your comments at the service for Governor Carnahan, a 
~ wonderful public official and a wonderful man. As a Washington bureau reporter for the 
'~• St . Louis Post-Dispatch, he accompanied him on a trade mission to Eastern Europe and 

~
~~-~ encloses his brief article about that trip. Your ability to capture the essence of people and 

(, )o express feelings and ideas cogently and succinctly is a remarkable gift. 

~ Cl'~"'-! ... 



WASHINGTON BUREAU 

October 24, 2000 

President Bill Clinton 

The White House 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Clinton, 

ST. LOUIS P□ST-IDISPATCH 
PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

As a former resident of Missouri, I want to tell you how moved I was by your comments at the 
service for Gov. Mel Carnahan Friday in Jefferson City. He was a wonderful public official and a 
wonderful man. 

I'm a Washington bureau reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and accompanied the governor 
on a trade mission to Eastern Europe three years ago. Watching him up close was a terrific 
experience, as suggested in the brief article we ran last week as part of our coverage of him. 
(Incidentally, the guide who took Gov. Carnahan around the former Jewish ghetto said he'd done 
the same with you.) 

On a personal note, I'd like to say that your ability to capture the essence of people and to express 
feelings and ideas cogently and succinctly is a remarkable gift -- not only for you but for those 
who have the opportunity to hear you. 

Respectfully 

%~~ 
Philip . ine 

PHILIP DINE 
National Correspondent 

st LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
Washington Bureau 

1701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20006 

pdine@postnetcom 
Tel: (202) 296-66B0 
Fax: (202) 342-1858 

1701 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW, SUITE 550 • WASHINGTON, DC 20006 • TELEPHONE (202) 298-6880 



plincd and cautious - also were 
used to describe his son, Roger 
"Randy" Carnahan. 

Father and son, along with Gov. 
Carnahan's political adviser, 
Chris Sifford, were killed Mon­
day night when the plane Randy 
Carnahan was piloting crashed in 
Jefferson County. 

Randy Carnahan's law partner 
in Rolla, William E. Hickle, de­
scribed him as careful and disci­
plined. He said those qualities 
made him a good lawyer and a 
good pilot. 

Speaking with other pilots, 
"you never heard anything but 
good things about Randy as a pi­
lot . That's why this is so hard to 
understand . It's hard to believe it 
would be pilot error." 

PRAGUE VISIT 

• •J ................... .. .......... . 

McCaskill had flown with 
Randy Carnahan before. 

"Your sense was, when you 
were flying with Randy, you were 
in very capable hands," she said. 

Randy Carnahan, 44, usually 
flew his father to his campaign 
events across the state, and often 
could be seen standing quietly in 
the background while his father 
spoke - awaiting the signal of 
when it was time to go. 

"Randy was just a truly gen­
uine human being," said Tony 
Wyche, Carnahan's campaign di­
rector. "An earnest person who 
was dedicated to helping his fa­
ther. He really enjoyed traveling 
with him." 

Randy Carnahan worked as a 
lawyer, but his father believed 

nor said he venirs that Randy collected dur-
thought ing his journeys. The family often 
"Randy was an . pointed to a huge rug in the fami-
attorney so he "--""-'---"' ly room that Randy had folded 
co u 1 d make up, put in a knapsack and carried 
money to play Randy Carnahan through the. Himalayas to bring 
farmer," said Usuallyflewfalher home. 
Jerry Nachti- locampaignevenls Randy Carnahan was single. 
gal, the gover- He is survived by his mother, 
nor's spokesman. Jeari Carnahan, two brothers, 

The family's farm in Rolla, Russ and Tom, and a sister, 
where Randy lived, is home to a Robin Carnahan. 
small herd of cattle. . Hickle kept the law office at 

"Ratrdy just loved to cliase af- Carnahan, Hickle & Calvert open 
ter the cattle and play farmer," Tuesday to give people a place to 
Nachtigal said Tuesday. "I think come and grieve. 
the governor kind of enjoyed it, "People want to talk; they want 
too." to remember," .he said . 

Athletic himself, Randy Carna- Virginia Young, Jo . Mannies 
han shared his enthusiasm by and Mandy Davis of the Post-Dis­
teaching Hickle to rappel and patch contributed to this story. 
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Artwork at f onner Jewish ghetto moved governor 
BY PHILIP DINE 

Post -Dispatch Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - Sunday, 
Nov. 16, 1997, was a blustery day 
in Prague. Gov. Mel Carnahan 
had arrived in the Czech Repub­
lic the night before on a trade 
mission to help boost Missouri's 
exports, including the St. Louis­
built F/A-18 Hornet. 

Despite jet lag, Carnahan rose 
early Sunday morning to walk 
through the former Jewish ghet­
to in Prague on a tour that in­
cluded three ancient syna-

. + gogues, a cemetery and a 
museum. The museum con-

• tained collections gathered by 
the Nazis from 153 Jewish Czech 

communities they liquidated -
and which they intended to dis­
play as "the culture of an extinct 
race." 

Donning a white yarmulke, 
Carnahan entered a synagogue 
and examined drawings and 
paintings done by young chil­
dren . He fell silent as he gazed 

• at the simple plaques that identi­
fied each child only by · name, 
birth date and date of deporta­
tion to an extermination camp. 

The art had been hidden in an · 
attic and saved, even while the 
children perished . 

Jean Carnahan, also visibly 
moved, pulled a reporter aside 
and explained her husband's in­
tense reaction. 

The children were almost all 
born in the early 1930s, as was 
the governor, she said, and they 
would have been his age now. 
But their lives had been abrupt­
ly ended by hatred at an age 
when they couldn't even under­
stand such forces. 

She added that on prior trips 
to Europe, she and the governor 
had visited the Auschwitz con­
centration camp and a damaged 
synagogue in Berlin as a way to 
focus on what hatred can cause. 

"It never hurts to be remind­
ed," she said . 

Later that day, as the governor 
and his group of Missouri busi­
ness executives and state eco­
nomic-development officials 

strolled across the fabled square 
of Starometske nam, a ragtime 
band played "St. Louis Blues." 
Everyone assured Carnahan the 

· song was coincidental. 
The group soon came to a halt, 

as the Missourians tried to de­
vise a plan for the rest of the day. 
There were var.ious suggestions 
and differences of opinion, and 
the day seemed ready to dissolve 
in disarray. 

Then Carnahan spoke up, giv­
ing concise orders as to what 
each person would do next and 
what would happen when they 
finished . 

The confusion lifted, and all 
set out on their assigned mis­
sions. 
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(Incidentally, the guide who took Gov. C::unahan around the former Jewish ghetto said he'd done 
the same with you.) 

On a personal note, I'd like to say that your ability to capture the essence of people and to express 
feelings and ideas cogently and succinctly is a remarkable gift -- not only for you but for those 
who have the opportunity to hear you. 

I 
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Washington Bureau 

rlvania Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20006 
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President Bill Clinton 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Clinton, 

ST. LOUIS P□ST-IDISPATCH 
PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

As a former resident of Missouri, I want to tell you how moved I was by your comments at the 
service for Gov. Mel Carnahan Friday in Jefferson City. He was a wonderful public official and a 
wonderful man. 

I'm a Washington bureau reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and accompanied the governor 
on a trade mission to Eastern Europe three years ago. Watching him up close was a terrific 
experience, as suggested in the brief article we ran last week as part of our coverage of him. 
(Incidentally, the guide who took Gov. Carnahan around the former Jewish ghetto said he'd done 
the same with you.) 

On a personal note, I'd like to say that your ability to capture the essence of people and to express 
feelings and ideas cogently and succinctly is a remarkable gift -- not only for you but for those 
who have the opportunity to hear you. 

Respect 
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Phi e 

PHILIP DINE 
NationalCo~espondent C 
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Washington Bureau 
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plincd and cautious - also were 
used to describe his son, Roger 
"Randy" Carnahan. 

Father and son, along with Gov. 
Carnahan's political adviser, 
Chris Sifford, were killed Mon­
day night when the plane Randy 
Carnahan was piloting crashed in 
Jefferson County. 

Randy Carnahan's law partner 
in Rolla, William E. Hickle, de­
scribed him as careful and disci­
plined. He said those qualities 
made him a good lawyer and a 
good pilot. 

Speaking with other pilots, 
"you never heard anything but 
good things about Randy as a pi­
lot. That's why this is so hard to 
understand. It's hard to believe it 
would be pilot error." 

PRAGUE VISIT 

McCaskill had flown with 
Randy Carnahan before. 

"Your sense was, when you 
were flying with Randy, you were 
in very capable hands," she said. 

RancJy Carnahan; 44, usually 
flew his father to · his campaign 
events across the state, and often 
could be seen standing quietly in 
the background while his father 
spoke - awaiting the signal of 
when it was time to go. 

"Randy was just a truly gen­
uine human being," said Tony 
Wyche, Carnahan's campaign di­
rector. "An earnest person who 
was dedicated to helping his fa­
ther. He really enjoyed traveling 
with him." 

Randy Carnahan worked as a 
lawyer, but his father believed 

nor said he venirs that Randy collected dur-
thought ing his journeys. The family often 
"Randy was an . pointed to a huge rug in the fami-
attorney so he ly room that Randy had folded 
could make up, put in a knapsack and carried 
money to play Randy Carnahan through the, Himalayas to bring 
farmer," said Usuallyflewfather home. 
Jerry Nachti- tocampaignevents Randy Carnahan was single. 
gal, the gover- He is survived by his mother, 
nor's spokesman. Jeari Carnahan, two brothers, 

The family's farm in Rolla, Russ and Tom, and a sister, 
where Randy lived, is home to a Robin Carnahan. 
small herd of cattle. . Hickle kept the law office at 

"Randy just loved to chase af- Carnahan, Hickle & Calvert open 
ter the cattle and play farmer," Tuesday to give people a place to 
Nachtigal said Tuesday. "I think come and grieve. 
the governor kind of enjoyed it, "People want to talk; they want 
too." to remember,''he said. 

Athletic himself, Randy Carna- Virginia Young, Jo. Mannies 
han shared his enthusiasm by and Mandy Davis of the Post-Dis­
teaching Hickle to rappel and patch contributed to this story. 
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Artwork at f onner Jewish ghetto moved governor 
BY PHILIP DINE 

Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - Sunday, 
Nov. 16, 1997, was a blustery day 
in Prague. Gov. Mel Carnahan 
had arrived in the Czech Repub­
lic the night before on a trade 
mission to help boost Missouri's 
exports, including the St. Louis­
built F/A-18 Hornet. 

Despite jet lag, Carnahan rose 
early Sunday morning to walk 
through the former Jewish ghet­
to in Prague on a tour that in­
cluded three ancient syna-

+ gogues; a cemetery and a 
museum. The museum con-

• tained collections gathered by 
the Nazis from 1S3 Jewish Czech 

communities they liquidated -
and which they intended to dis­
play as "the culture of an extinct 
race." 

Donning a white yarmulke, 
Carnahan entered a synagogue 
.and examined drawings and 
paintings done by young chil­
dren. He fell silent as he gazed 

• at the simple plaques that identi­
fied each child only by · name, 
birth date and date of deporta­
tion to an extermination camp. 

The art had been hidden in an · 
attic and saved, even while the 
children perished. 

Jean Carnahan, also visibly 
moved, pulled a reporter aside 
and explained her husband's in­
tense reaction. 

The children were almost all 
born in the early 1930s, as was 
the governor, she said, and they 
would have been his age now. 
But their lives had been .abrupt­
ly ended by hatred at an age 
when they couldn't even under­
stand such forces. 

She added that on prior trips 
to Europe, she and the governor 
had visited the Auschwitz con­
centration camp and a damaged 
synagogue in Berlin as a way to 
focus on what hatred can cause. 

"It never hurts to be remind­
ed,'' she said. 

Later that day, as the governor 
and his group of Missouri busi­
ness executives and state eco­
nomic-development officials 

strolled across the fabled square 
of Starometske nam, a ragtime 
band played "St. Louis Blues." 
Everyone assured Carnahan the 

· song was coincidental. 
The group soon came to a halt, 

as the Missourians tried to de­
vise a plan for the rest -of the day. 
There were vadous · suggestions 
and differences of opinion, and 
the day seemed ready to dissolve 
in disarray. 

Then Carnahan spoke up, giv­
ing concise orders as to what 
each person would do next and 
what would happen when they 
finished. 

The confusion lifted, and all 
set out on their assigned mis­
sions. 
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THE UNITED STATES NAVAL OBSERVATORY, 
WASHINGTON. 

BY PI.OFESSOI. E.I>WAIU> S. HOLDEN. 

This institution has been long and favorably known 
to the scientific public, not only of the United States, 
but of the whole world. It was founded in 1844, 
and commenced its operations in 1845, and as it is 
now about to enter a new epoch of its existence 
by a removal to a new and better site in the District 
of Columbia, a brief account of its progress will not 
be without interest. 

Astronomy did not flourish in America during the 
eighteenth century. A few observations were made 
by Professors at Harvard and Yale Colleges, and in 
Pennsylvania by Rrrn:NHousE and others (in 1769)_ 
A telescope was mounted in 1830 at Yale College for 
regular astronomical observa.tions, and the first olr 
servatory was built at Williams College in 1836, by 
Prof. HOPKINS. Mr. WII..LLUI C. BOND, of Dorches­
ter, a maker of chronometers, had erected a small olr 
servatory at his residence, and this was afterwards re­
moved and formed the nucleus of the observatory of 
Harvard College. . The observatories of Hudson, Ohio, 
<founded 1837), of the Philadelphia High School 
(1840), of West Point Military Academy (1841), of 
Cincinnatti (1843), of .Georgetown, D. C., (1844), and 
the Naval Observatory (1842), were the first estalr 
lished, and these observatories all erected within the 
decade, 1835-1845, were the signs of a growing sense 
of the importance of astronomical research among the 
people. 

appropriating money for the survey of the coast, con­
tained the clause " provided that nothing in this · act 

· should be construed to authorize the construction or 
maintainance of a permanent astronomical observa­
tory." 

The final establishment of the Naval observatory 
came about in this wise, and it was due largely to the 
admirable abilities of Lieutenant GILUSS, of the Navy. 

The exploring expedition of Admiral Wn.ia:s (183S.: 
1842), proposed making astronomical observations in 
all parts of the world, and to utilize these, correspond­
ing observations were required at home. These were 
made by GILLISS in a small observatory on · Capitol 
Hill for the four years and they were of high excellence. 
The present observatory building was erected as a 

· " d~t of charts and instruments" for the Navy from 
designs by Gn.uss. The regulations of the Service 
required that Gn.uss should be sent to sea, and the 
direction of the observatory was confided to Lieute­
nant MAURY, who retained it till 1861. .A corps of 
astronomers was formed and a detail made of the 
officers from the I line of the Navy to care for . the 
chronometers, charts and instruments, and , to collect 
hydrogra.phical information, and this plan of organiza­
tion continued till 1866, when the Hydrographic 
office was separated from the Observatory. Suitable 
instruments were provided and the observations were 
published in quarto volumes, twenty-two of which 
have appeared up to 1880. The main instruments . 
were: 

Probably due credit has not been generally given to 
the efforts of General O. M. MrrcHEL the astronomer 
of the Cincinnati Observatory, who, by lectures, treat­
ises and personal influence, kept the subject before the 
reading public. In Congress a few intelligent men, like 
Mr. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, had always advocated the 
establishment of an observatory which should be truly 
national, but great opposition to such an institution 
was constantly displayed, and so late as 1832 :i. bill , 

1. A Transit Instrument (by ERTEL, of Munich). 
z. A Mural Circle (by SIMMS, of England). 
3. A Meridian Circle (by ERTEL). 
4- A Prime Vertical Transit (by PIST0R & Mil­

TIUS, of Berlin). 
5. An Equatorial (by MERz, of Munich), with an 

Object Glass of 9.62 inches. 
These instruments were kept steadily at work and 

thousands of observations were made and have been 
reduced and published. The mere index to these ob-
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scrvations fills 7 4 quarto pages. Certain special pub­
lications deserve particular mention. A catalogue of 
10,658 stars, observed with the instruments 1, 2, 3, and 
4, has been made by Professor Y ARNAU.. It may 
be said to have been his life work, as he made a large 
share of the observations and reduced all of them. 
This catalogue is of great usefulness. 

The Wind and Current Charts of MAURY, which 
have been adopted the whole world over, were con­
structed from observations collected and discussed here. 
With the equatorial, three asteroids were discovered by 
Professor FERGUSON, and Professor HALL and himself 
observed a great number of comets and minor planets. 
The theoretical researches of Professor WAI.KER on 
Neptune, of Professor HUBBARD on comets, and the 
work of Professors COFFIN and HUBBARD on points 
of practical astronomy, all belong to this first epoch. 

The second stage of the Observatory's life may be 
said to have begun in 1861, with the superintendence 
of GILLISS, and ta have extended to the present time 
under the direction of Rear Admirals DAVIS, SANDS 
and RODGERS. Two new first-class instruments were 
purchased. 

6. The Transit Circle (1865), made by PISTOit & 
MARTINS. 

7. The 26-inch Equatorial (1873) made by ALvAN 
CLARK & Sons. Both have been kept in constant use. 
With the first, the sun, moon, major and minor planets 
have been constantly observed and the materials 
for a very large and important catalogue of stars 
(soon to be published) have been collected. The 
telegraphic longitudes of map.y points in the United 
States and elsewhere, have been determined by 
Professors HARKNESS and EASTMAN. We may 
mention among these the longitudes of Havana 
(Cuba), St. Louis, Detroit, Carlin and Austin (Nevada), 
Ogden (Utah), Bethlehem (Pa.), Princeton (N. J.), 
Cincinnati, Nashville, C"!:.:mbus, Harrisburg, and 
others. The large equatorial, besides making a: great 
number of observations of double stars (HALL and 
NEWCOMB), and of Nebulz (HOLDEN),- has been em­
ployed on the observations of the faint satellites for 
which it is better fitted than any other instrument ex­
isting. The masses of Uranus and Neptune have 
been determined by Professor NEWCOMB and the capi­
tal discovery of two satellites to Mars made by Pro­
f essor HALL. 

The theoretical researches of Professor NEWCOMB 
on the Lunar Theory and on F1mda.mental Stars, 
and of Professors NEWCOMB and HALL on Satellites 
belong to this period. ' 

The Transits of Vmus (1874), and of Mercury 
(1878), have been most thoroughly observed and dis­
cussed by the various astronomers. 
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The solar eclipses of 1869, 1870, 1878 and 1880 
have been also elaborately observed by parties sent 
from the observatory, and the results are all published 
except those for 1878 and 1880, which will shortly 
appear. The work done here on solar eclipses 
alone is of the first importance, and will greatly 
forward our knowledge of .solar physics. There is 
no space to mention the miscellaneous work done : 
the chronometers of the Navy, the furnishing of stan­
dard time to the United States, the observations of 
mete?rs, all receive their share of attention. 

The third epoch of the history of the Observatory 
commences with the effort to change its site to one 
less exposed to the sickly influences of the malaria 
which rises from the marshes surrounding the Obser­
vatory on the river side, and to one where the fogs 
from the same source will not seriously interfere with 
the complete use of the instruments. This subject 
has, since 1870, received more or less attention, but 
the first serious effort to change the site for these 
reasons was made in a report of the Superintendent 
in 1877. 

"UNITED STATES NAVAL OBSllVA.T0I.Y, 

Was/ringt,,,, &pumkr IS, 1877. 

"Sia: I found upon taking charge of the Obsern.tory, 
that the malarious influences surrounding it were notori­
ous, and that from May to about the middle of October the 
officers whose services were necessarily in the Observatory 
at night, paid the penalty 1n impaired health and in dimin­
ished efficiency. The fogs which arise from the river, 
driven by the prevailing winds, fioat above the instruments 
and lessen their usefulness. . 

• • • • • • 
For these reuons, I earnestly recommend that a suitable 

site, nonh of the city and inside the District of Columbia, 
be procured for a new Observatory. 

The area allotted to this purpose need not necessarily be 
more than twenty-five or thiny acres in extent ; but as 
much as this is needed, •since, if surrounded by dwellings 
or factories, the smoke would obscure · the clearness of 
vision, the traffic would shake the instruments, and some 
high structure, if placed upon the meridian near our in­
struments, might hide a useful part of the heavens. 

The present Observatory is in a very dilapidated condi­
tion. 

• • • • • • 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your Obedient Servant. 
JOHN RODGERS. 

Rear-Admiral .SujmnJmdnu. 

Hon. R. W. THOMPSON, 
.Smetary of tlu Na'U)I, Was/zing-ton. 

The accompanying papers show that the death of 
two superintendents, Captain GILLISS and Admiral 
DAVIS, was either caused or accelerated by malarial 
fever, and that the death of Professors FERGUSON, 
SPRINGER and HUBBARD,. could be traced directly to 
this cause. The prevalent fogs are shown to interfere 
with observations. 

In short, this report brought proininently forward a 
fact which had always been patent, viz. : that it was 
almost a crime and certainly an extremely poor use of 
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the resources of the observatory, to continue its astron0-
mers and its instruments in the present situation. A 
petition was presented to Congress (1878, Jan. 10), 
from prominent men of science, asking for its removal, 
and Jan. 16, 1878, a bill was introduced by Mr. SAR­
GENT in the Senate, providing · for the appointment of 
a commission to select a suitable site. In the mean 
time a plan for the new building had been prepared at 

the observatory, submitted to all the prominent as­
tronomers of the country for their suggestions, corrected 
and adopted. The report of the Commission, consist, 
ing of Admiral AMMEN, U. S. N., Colonel BARN~ 
U. S. A., and LEONARD WHITNEY, Esq., was made 
1878, Dec. 7. It recommended the purchase of 
"Clifton," a beautiful site of 45 acres in Georgetown, 
situated on Rock Creek. 

Unfortunately, it was not learned until after the re­
port was made, that it had been seriously contemplated 
to build a railway down the valley of Rock Creek. 
This report was not acted on, owing to the fact that 
the presence of a railway would seriously interfere with 
the stability of the instruments. Therefore a new com­
mission was appointed Feb. 9, 1880, consisting of 
Senator W. P. WHYTE, Representative L. MORSE, and 
Admiral RoooERS, U. S. N., under a bill approved Feb. 
4, 1880, which appropriated $75,000 to the purchase 
and selection of a suitable site. The officers of the 
Observatory were directed to examine the many sites 
offered for sale. These lay in three different parts of 
the city : first, north of the capital near the Soldiers' 
Home Park, and near the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad; 
second, north of the main part of the city ; third, north­
west of the city, in Georgetown. The pref~ences 
were for the sites in the first section. Each site that 
was at all eligible was tried in the following way : the 
fundamental observations depend upon the accurate 
measures of the zenith-distances of stars. As the 
zenith is not a visible point the nadir point (which 
can be made visible, and which is directly op- · 
posite the zenith point) is chosen. A box of quick­
silver is placed immediately beneath the meridian 
instrument and the position of the reflected images of 
the spider lines of the instrument observed ; when 
these coincide with the spider lines seen directly, the 
instrument is vertical or it is pointing to the nadir. 
Such observations as these have to be made at all 
hours of the night and day, .and anything that seri­
ously interferes with them will prevent the taking of 
satisfactory observations. The question theli was, to 
try each of the proposed sites with this test and to 
unhesitatingly reject any site which did not fulfill the 
conditions. To do this a post was firmly plant~_d in 
the ground. On the top of this a flat basin contain­
ing quicksilver was placed. A telescope was directed 

towards the quicksilver about dusk, so that the image 
of the pole star should be seen in the telescope. This 
image usually showed as a neat quiet round disk. The 
times of the passing of railway trains was known, and 
at these moments the . image of the star was watched. 
For many of the places tried, the vil>ration of the 
mercury surface caused by the tremors of the ground 
was so great that no image of the star could be seen 
for many minutes during the passing of the trains. 
This was a fatal objection, since similar observations 
may have to be taken at any moment of the night or 
day. 

For those places near a public road the experiment· 
was varied by causing a loaded wagon to be driven 
rapidly up and down. The experiments were always 
made at least twice to avoid errors, and o!lly those 
places rejected which were plainly unsuitable on this 
account No matter what might be their other ad­
vantages, if they did not stand this test they were 
useless for astronomical purposes. 

The places just north of the city were rejected on 
account of the smoke always rising from the mass of 
chimneys, an artificial and -constant fog. In this way 
the choice has been narrowed down to two places. 
One directly south of the great park of the Soldiers' 
Home and one in Georgetown. The first is so situ­
ated that to make it suitable for observatory purposes . 
a very large quantity of land would have to be bought ; 
the second place can be bought with the appropria­
tion. The matter is in thJs condition at present No 
choice has been made by the commission as yet. 
There is, of course, a great desire on the part of land­
owners to force the commission to buy land iii their 
neighborhood, but the choice must finally be made on 
the principles herc:tofore adopted The new Ohller-

. vatory is to st,uid for a century at least and no small 
and petty personal considerations ·should be allowed 
to enter. 

THE PRACTICAL VALUE OF SCIENCE. 

" I have endeavored to state the higher and more abstract 
arguments by which the study of physical science may be 
shown to be indispensable to the complete training of the 
human mind, but I do not wish it to be supposed that be­
cause I may be devoted to more or less abstract and unprac­
tical pursuits .I am insensible to the weight which ought to be 
attached to that which has been said to be the English con­
ception of Paradise--namely, 'getting on.' Now the value 
of a knowledge of physical science as a means of ·getting 
on, is indubitable. There are hardly any of our trades, ex­
cept the merely huckstering ones, in which some knowledge 
of science may not be directly profitable to the pursuer .of 
that occupation. An Industry attains higher stages of its 
development as its processes become more complicated and 
refined, and the sciences are dragged in, one by one, to take 
their share in the fray."-Hsuky. 

S4E 
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A BIT OF SUMMER WORK. 
BY PJlORSSOI. BUJlT G. WJLDltJl, M. D. 

Notwithstanding the number of "Summer Schools 
of Science " to be in operation this season, many 
teachers are likely to pass the vacation at a distance 
from the facilities afforded by organized laboratories. 
How shall they employ their time? 

Doubtless they all need rest, and in most cases at 
least a fortnight should elapse before any intellectual 
labor is undertaken. An equal period of repose may 
well occur just before the renewal of teaching in the 
Fall But the teacher who hopes to make his instruc­
tion each year more thorough and successful than the 
last, will be pretty sure to spend the remaining month 
or two in the search of help from books, and, while 
regretting the vagueness of the information thus ob­
tained, may seldom think of making it more real by 
personal observation. 

Now it is true that in some branches of science this 
may require appliances not readily obtained. This is 
the case with Chemistry and Physics, and some parts 
of Natural History. But Botany and E.atomology 
may be pursued under almost any circumstances, and 
I venture to suggest that at least one kind of anatom­
ical work may be carried on with but a slight amount 
of apparatus. 

Obviously, the summer is not the most favorable 
time for study of the viscera, while anatomical details 
respecting the muscles, vessels and nerves are not es­
pecially required for ordinary instruction. But the 
braz"n is not only the organ least satisfactorily treated 
in the text-books, but at the same time the one _con­
cerning which the most should be known, from the 
double standpoint of physiology and psychology. 

But how can the teacher procure brains, and how 
shall he preserve them when obtained ? 

The question is a perfectly natural one in view of 
the prevailing impression that cerebral structure is to 
be learned from the human brain alone. So far from 
correct is this idea, that from a single animal brain, 
perfectly fresh or well preserved, more may be gained 
than the average medical student learns from the 
human brains usually examined in the dissecting-room. 

This is due to the fact that, excepting the absence of 
the occipital lobes of the hemispheres, the brains of 
the cat, the dog, the rabbit and the sheep present 
nearly all of the structural features of the human 
brain, while their smaller size and greater accessibility 
better adapt them for manipulation and for the preser­
vation of the numerous specimens which are needed to 
display all parts of the organ. 

Of the animals above named the cat seems to be 
the most favorable subject It is always and every­
where obtainable; the brain is larger than that of the 
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rabbit, and more easily extracted than those of the 
sheep and most dogs. 

Some features of the brain, as the coloration of 
different parts, and especially the relation of the gray 

· and white substances, are better seen upon fresh spe­
cimens ; but the beginner will do well to examine 
hardened brains first, so as to become familiar with 
the form and relative position of the parts, and with 
their names. 

Among the instruments needed for the removal and 
dissection of the brain the most essential are a very 
sharp knife, and a pair of " wire-nippers " with the 
blades set at a slight angle with the handles. • 

As an aid to the study of the brain any work upon 
Human Anatomy will be found useful The best are 
those of " Quain " and " Gray." Descriptions, with­
out figures, of the brains of the sheep, and of the 
dog and rabbit, are given in the little works of Morrell 
ana F ostcr and Langley. With some modification 
these apply to the brain of the cat. t 

Finally, it is hardly necessary to urge that outline 
drawings be made of the brain as a whole, and of its 
parts as exposed by dissection. If this is done, by 
the end of the summer the teacher will have become 
better able to appreciate the peculiarities of the human 
brain when one <;:omes in his way, and will have laid 
a substantial foundation for the physiological and 
psychological instruction which he may be called upon 
to impart. 

A:i."TIPATHAllIA OF THE " BLAcx" Exn:Dmo:11.-In vol. 
iv. No. 4 of the .Bulhtiti of the Museum of Comparative 
ZoololO' at Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass. (Februar,), 
1 .. F. Pourtales describes nrelve species of this interesting 
~up taken in the Caribbean Sea (187~9). In determin­
ing the species an attempt has been made to use the ditfer­
ences in the shape of the polyps, as well u the disposition 
and form of the spines to draw characters for a much­
needed revision of their classification. It would seem u if 
th_ere were at least two different types of spines : the 
tnaagular compressed. and the more cylindrical. These 
l~tter arc generally more densely set. even assumiuJ some­
times a brush-like appearance, as in A.ntipalll# luamiis, a 
ne~ and wonderfully spinous species, figured but not de­
scnbed by Pourtales. These cylindrical spines are also 
unequal on the two sides of the pinnules, being longer on 
the side occupied by the polyps, with a very few around 
the polyps. The triangular spines are disposed regularly 
in a quiucuncial order around the pinnules, and in a 
eleane_d specimen nothing indicates the place formerly 
occupied by the polyps. In one series, however, .A. 
tksl,o,,mi, the spines are in regular verticils. There would 
appear to be a connection between the shape of the polyps 
~d th~ shape and _disposition of the spines. Those species 
,nth triangular spines have polyps with longer tentacles 
than those with cylindrical spines, and the tentacles have a 
greater tendency to become regular in shape. 

• These nippers are imported from Germany by H. Bolter & Co., 
of New York, and are for sale by A. I . Wllkin50n & Co .. of Bos­
ton, and Treman, Kini & Co., o!Jtbaca, N . Y. They Cost about 
75 cents. 
. t Hekto,grap~ copies of in~tructions for the remonl. preserva­

tion and dissecnon of the cats brain maybe bad upon anplication 
te> Mr. F . L . Kilbonie, Anatomical Laboratory Cornell 1J niYer• 
sity, ltbaca, N. Y. ' 
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ELECTRICITY AS POWER. 
BY F:a.ANCIS P. tTl'TON, JtSQ. 

In the early history of electrical science, many forms 
-0f engines were made, by which the power of elec­
tricity could be shown. Each was as wonderful ~ the 
-0ther to the unthinking observer; for, without appar­
ent combustion of fuel, work was done. We find, 
among the largest of these engines, one used in St 
Petersburg, to drive a small boat, and one in this 
<:ountry to propel a train. 

The United States Congress voted a sum of money 
to Prof. Page to carry on his experiments ~d he 
built a. very efficient motor. After many expenmcnts, 
though it was found that any amount of power could 
be obtained, yet the expense was so great as to make 
it of no practical value. In a. small ~e, ~e :0n­
sumption of zinc might not be noticed, . while ma 
large machine it would be found to bum exactly as the 
work was ta.ken. Now that the doctrine of energy is 
clearly understood, the folly of the attempt '?all easily 
be seen. In a battery the fires are fed with an . ex­
pensive metal. The energy developed by. the zmc, 
thus used, was given to it artificially ".'hen 1t was_ re­
duced from the ore. In order to obtam a. convement 
fue~ both the coal and zinc ore must be _mined, and 
the latter reduced, absorbing in the reduction a very 
small per cent. of the energy of the coal used in the 
process. Thus batteries for furnishing power consume 
a fuel at least fifty times more expensive than coal 

Besides the cost of fue~ the atmosph~ so to 
speak, in which the zinc burns, must ~ furnished to 
it artificially in the shape of acids or soluti~ns. Though 
this has nothing to do with the thcoreti~ cost, yet 
in practice, it is found to be the ~est _item. of ex­
pense. It resembles furnishing a. boiler with air made 
by a chemical process, so far as the ec?nomy of co?I­
bustion is concerned. Yet the convemence and relia­
bility of a battery to burn zinc has, where Ve?J: small 
amounts of power are required, allowed o_f its use 
commercially, since steam is extremely difficult to 
manage in fractions of a horse pow:er. 

To-day the practice has been entirely rev~ed from 
what the first experimenters expected to realize. For 
electricity is now entirely made by means of steam 
engines to drive large motors. The last few years 
have brought the means of generating and usi~g elec­
trical currents to such a. high state of perfection that 
power may -be with economy transferred ?Y them. . 

The loss in transferring is double ; if a machine 
converts fifty per cent. of the power it receives from. a 
sta.cm engine, only fifty per cent. of that-~ be util­
ized, that is, twenty-five per cent of the onginal ; thus 
wasting seventy-five parts out of each hundred . of 
energy. A sixty per cent. machine can r~nder e~cctive 
thirty-six per cent. ; an eighty per cent. machine can 
turn into useful work sixty-four per cent., and so on. 
This wasting of power in the transmission is mor~ than 
counterbalanced in a great many cases by its de­
livery at the point where needed; for example, from a 
waterfall to a field for ploughing and threshing, as has 
been done in France; or from the shore to the water 
for the purpose of driving a torpedo boat, as has 
been done in this country. 

Lately experiments have been ~e to show 
the application of electricity to railroads. Mr. 

Siemens, in Berlin, and Mr. Edison, a.t Menlo P~ 
are experimenting with electrical ~ Mr. Edi­
son uses the rails as conductors of electrloty, the cur­
rent going in one · and returning in the other. The 
wheels are insulated, so that, by means of brushes on 
them, the electricity may be brought to . the moter, 
which is on · a. carriage. The mater is simply one of 
Mr. Edison's generating machines, laid on its side, 
and connected by suitable m<"cbanism to the axle of 
the driving wheels. On an experimental . track of 
one-half mile length, a speed of twenty to thirty miles 
an hour has easily been reached, in spite of heavy 
grades and sharp curves. 

For elevated and underground railroads, this method 
has many advantages; it does awaywith all th_c smoke 
and noise from the puffing of the locomotive, and 
substitutes for the many locomotives a few stationary 
engines scattered along the route. Mr. Edison feels 
very confident of success, since his troubles so far 
have all been in transferring the power from the arma­
ture to the driving wheels. He thinks that if the 
armature is · only reliable, experiment will lead to 
proper mechanical devices for transferring the P?".'er 
from the quick-running armature to the slower driving 
wheels. 

The road will be very useful in mountainous ~ons, 
since the engine is quite light and can be earned by 
trestle work and light earth work, over any country. 
The engine and boilers arc not in this case put on 
wheels and required to push themselves over grades 
and around curves, but arc placed in the valley bclo_w. 
Perhaps in many cases they may be done away with 
and water used to drive the generators. 

For beach roads, in grand exhibitions, as fc;eders to 
main lines, and in many ways it is easy to see that 
use may be made of a properly constructed road. 
The gentle fluid, which has so qui~tly, for ~y years 
been the swift messenger of man, lS now showmg that 
it is also able fo be a strong and lusty servant, and 
carry any load that it may be asked to take. 

ELEcntCA.L INSECTS.-lt is not generally known that there 
are insects which possess the peculiar electrical propenies 
of the Raia Tprpedo and Gymnotus Electricus. Kirby and 
Spence, in their entomology, describe the.Rdm,u &rranu, 
commoaly known in the West Indies by the name of the 
wit.eel ng, as an insect which can communicate an el~c 
shock to the person whose flesh it touches. The.late Ma1or­
General Davis of the Royal Artillery, well-known as a most 
accurate observer of nature, and an indefatigable collector of 
her treasures, as well as a most admirable painter of th~, 
once informed me, that, when abroad, having: taken up_ this 
animal and placed it upon his hand, it gave ~1~ a con~der­
able shock, with its legs, as if from an electnc 1ar, which he 
felt as high as his shoulder, and dropping the ~re, he 
observed six marks upon his hand where the six feet had 
stood. Two similar instances of effects upo~ the human 
system resembling el~c shocks, prod~ced by ~sects, have 
been communicated to the Entomological Society by Mr. 
Yarrell ; one mentioned in a letter from Lady de Grey, of 
Groby, in which the shock was caused by a beetle, one of the 
common Elateridae, and extended from the hand to the 
elbow on suddenly touching the i~sect ; ~e other ~sed by 
a large hairy lepidopterous caterpiller, picked up 1n ~u~ 
America by Capt. Blakeney, R. N., wh? f~t on touching !t 
a sensation extending up his arm, similar to an electnc 
shock, of such force that he lost the ~se of his ~ for .a 
time, and his life was even considered 1n danger by his medi­
cal attendant. 
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SALUTATORY. 

In presenting to the public the first number of 
"SCIENCE," we would briefly define .its aim and scope, 
so that its position in the periodical literature of the 
country may be clearly understood. 

While Literature proper, and Art, both ornamental 
and useful, nay, almost every distinctive social and 
economic interest in the United States, have their 
several organs for the interchange of views or the dif­
fusion of information, Science still remains without 
any weekly journal exclusively devoted to the 
chronicling of its progress, and the discussion of its 
problems. 

This may be stated without disrespect to many ex­
cellent weekly journals restricted to special branches 
of science, or allied to trade interests. 

The field being thus open, after consultation with 
many of the leading scientists in this country, it has 
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been decided to publish 1
' SCIENCE " in its present 

form. Its aim will be to afford scientific workers 
in the United States the opportunity of promptly 
recording the fruits of their researches, and facilities 
for communication between one another and the 
world, such as are now enjoyed by the scientific men 
of Europe. 

A distinctive feature in the conduct of this Journal 
will be that each department of science will be 
supervised by some recognized authority in that field 
of research, and it is believed that the names of these 
Associate Editors will be a guarantee that ac_curacy 
be maintained so far as possible. 

There will be a department of "Note.rand Queries," 
which cannot fail to be of benefit to those engaged in 
original res~ch. By this means many may attain 
the speedy solutions of difficulties -which otherwise 
might cost them much unprofitable labor. 

It is the desire of the Editor that "SCIENCE" may, in 
the United States, take the position which "Nature" 
so ably occupies in England, in presenting immediate 
information of scientific events ; the Smithsonian Insti­
tution and other scientific bodies have promised their 
cCK>peration in this respect, and representative men in 
all branches of science have cordially volunteered 
their aid towards making " SCIENCE " as useful as its 
foreign contemporary. 

We shall supply with each volume a comprehensive 
Index_ The size of the journal is convenient for 
binding, and it should form a valuable work of re­
ference in every library. 

A short time must elapse before our arrangements, 
at home and abroad, can be completed, but we 
trust that this Journal, even in its earliest stages, will be 
welcomed by all interested in scientific progress. 

As one of its " Occasional Papers " the Boston Society 
of Natural History has published a volume of great value 
on the "Geology of Eastern Massachusetts," by W. O. 
Crosby. It is evidently the result of long and competent 
investigation, is well illustrated, and contains a large and 
well-printed geological map of the region treated of. 

Interesting discoveries are reported from Italy. Near 
Este, in the Venito, at the foot of the Eugancian Mount­
ains, Prof. Prosdocismi discovered a prehistoric burial 
ground with many bronze and clay vessels. Eighty-two 
tombs were found, of which· forty-four seemed to have 
been opened already by the Romans, while the contents 
of the others seemed untouched. The urns belong to 
three different periods ; some are stained black with 
linear ornaments ; others are striped red and black. 
Some vases are of such exquisite workmanship that they 
could, .evcn to-day, serve as patterns. A-small case of 
brome is adorned with human and animal figures. 
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A bronze statue of Lcibnitz, measuring 3½ metres in 
height, is about to be erected at Leipzig, on the southern 
side of St. Thomas Churchyard. This memorial to the 
great German philosopher will be executed by Professor 
Hanel, of Dresden. 

THE announcement is made that Dr. Carpenter the 
well known Microscopist, and author of one of the best 
works on the subject, will pay a visit to the United 
States during 188o. We can accord him the promise 
of a warm reception in ~is country, where he will be 
welcomed by all classes of Scientists, for his ,cscarches 
have covered a wide range of scientific investigations, 
which were recorded in language so felicitous, that he 
gave a charm even to the most abstruse subjects. 

THE Twelfth and Thirteenth Annual Reports of Amer­
ican Archzology and Ethnology contain, as usual, sev­
eral papers of great ethnological interest. From the Re­
port of the Curator, Mr. F. W. Putnam, it is evident that 
much excellent work continues to be done in the museum. 
which is rapidly becoming one of the most valuable re­
pertories of ethnology in the world. The papers arc all 
connected with American ethnology. the most important 
probably being that of Mr. Baudelicr, on the Social Or­
ganization and Mode of Government of the Ancient 
Mexicans. 

lCKTHYOPHAGY is about to receive a new impetus by 
the organization of the Ichthyophagous club, the object 
of which is " to reveal to gourmets the unsuspected ex­
cellence of many neglected varieties of fish-food, and to 
make manifest to the people at large the still untried ca­
pacity of sea, lake, and river, to yield the materials of 
human nourishment." The first dinner of the Ichthyop­
hagists will take place at the Rockaway Beach Hotel on 
the 30th instant, which though partially experimental, 
will include enough familiar components to satisfy the 
least adventurous taste. 

The President of the club is John Foard, Esq., 
managing Editor of the New York Times, and Mr. E.G. 
Blackford, Treasurer, who will receive the names of those 
who desire to attend the dinner, and enroll themselves as 
lchthyophagists. 

DIATOMACE.£ v. DESMIDIACE.£. 

Dr. Jabez Hogg, the well-known professional microscop­
ist and author of" The Microscope-Its History, Construc­
tion and Application," recently wrote a letter, in which he 
incidentally spoke of " Bacillaria paradoxa" as a desmid. 
On being challenged to give his reasons for such a classili· 
cation, Dr. Hogg wrote the following letter: 

BACILLAJUA. 

[175751.-Mr. Fedarb (17334) wishes to know my reasons for 
classing Badllaria amongst Desmidiace2, and I Mg bim to under­
s12nd that it is not my classification, but that of botanists who long 
ago claimed tbem; and as biologists have thou&ht fit to acquiesce 
in this arrangement, I fear there is now-no help for the microscop­
ist; he must quietly submit. Ehrenber&, as many of your co~ 
spondents well know, placed them in bis ireat family ot Infusona, 
but Kiitzing, and other naturalists, a few yelU'S ago, regarded Ba-

cillaria paradoxa as a species or Alr,e. In the last edition ot 
Pritchard's "Infusoria." edited by men of repute, Bacillaria are 
placed in the family of Suri?dlez. The reason asslped for this 
1s, that diatoms and desmicb differ ffrT little in their ,eneral cbar­
acteris1ics. Both wilhont mach impropriety are said to be cellular 
plants inhabiting salt and fresh water. They certainly cillrer, inas­
much as diatoms have a den:ie silicious skeleton, usually di1isi1>1e 
into two parts, or Yalves, and are without colorinar matter or 
chromule. Desmicls, on. the other hand, have a · non-silicious 
envelope, which is separable into two Rgments, 11Dd are filled with 
green coloring matter-cbromule. Tbe vital phruomena presented 
ue nearlv idt!ntical. Diatoms are more lin:ly md have a more 
animal-like motion, and their silicious skeletons are almost inde­
strucrible, and their enn:lope is very ttansparent and of a ,ltdati­
noas nature. Desmid5, I believe, are destitute of the sarcode ele­
ment, and are quite destroyed on bein,: submittr.d to bolling. The 
movements of Bacillaria paradox& are so remarkable, and so little 
understood, that in commenting upon them I was :umous to elicit 
the opinions or those wbo:ie opportunities for studying their habit 
were much 11reater than my own. . 

With reference to Mr. Fedarb's request, 'that I should specialize 
the "contaminating agents" of impure water, he will find that I 
ha~ made some attempt to deal with this diflicult question in the 
present number of the Englisli M~. 

JABU HOGG. 

At our request. Professor H. L. Smith, of Geneva, N. Y., 

who has made a special study of the Diatomacez, has writ­

ten a comment on Dr. Hogg's explanation, •which appears 

to effectually dispose of this matter. 

NOTE. 

It is really a:,tonishing to see what errors one may fall 
into when writing upon a subject about which one is igno­
rant. ••Ne sufllr ultra ~." is a maxim which has not 
lost its force yet. The arguments, if one can call them so, 
adduced above for classing diatoms with dismids are easily 
disposed of. The author does not seem to be aware that the 
family name Bacillariz (adopted in the early days of micro­
scopical study, for what we now call Diatomaccz) has long 
been dropped ; the name was given from the then most 
striking genus, Bacillaria, of which one of the species is B. 
paradoxa. I am not aware that any respectable Botanist, or 
Biologist has ever claimed, as asserted in the above com­
munication, that diatoms and desmids are to be classed to­
gether, except tliat both are algz. If, for this reason, Baell· 
laria paradoxa can be called a desmid; we may call, e., r-, 
since both are phznogams, Hepatica triloba a Honeysuckle­
_What is meant precisely by saying that the editors of 
Pritchard place Bacillaria in the family of Surirellez, or 
bow it has any bearing on the question of calling it a des­
mid, is difficult to understand. Really the writer of the 
above note has very little comprehension of what be is 
driving at. No one knew better than Mr. Ralfs, editor of 
Pritchard, article diatoms, the distinctions between diatoms 
and dcsmids, and nowhere does he fail to keep them dis· 
tinctly separate. It is not merely the silicious frustule, 
" skeleton " as it is called above, for many of the diatoms 
are not silicious, but it is their diff'erent structure, dif­
ferent internal substance, different modes of growth, 
that marks them as distinct ; moreover desmids are 
not found, as is stated, in salt water, though diatoms 
are, and very abundantly too. In line, not a single 
respectable writer, either in botany or biology can be cited, 
from Kt1tzing down, who will call Bacillaria paradoxa a 
desmid. The question is not one of both being algz ; this 
every one now-a-days concedes ; but it is as to the propriety 
of calling an acknowledged diatom (one that once gave the 
family name to this group of organisms,) a dismid. 

H. L SxITH. 

I i 
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IMPROVED THERMO-ELECTRIC APPARATUS. 

At a m~ing of the Physical Society on Apn1 24, several 
papers were read by Mr. R. H. Ridout, F .C.S., including 
one on an Improved Thermo-electric Apparatus, of which 
the following is an abstract :-

Whilst most instruments of research have undergone a 
process of developments the beautiful instrument of Melloni 
does not appear to have progressed since the day of its in­
ception. Much annoyance arises from the pile and galvan­
ometer being separate, and it is a very common occurrence 
for a pile to be used with any galvanometer that comes first. 
In reality they are pans of one instrument, and should there­
fore be fixed to the same base-board. Treating them as 
parts of one whole, man,y defects are to be found in theory 
and construction, and also in the mode of using. I have 
r:i:ide a critical examination of each pan, and embodied the 
improvements in an instrument which, with the assistance 
o! Mr. Browning, combines great delicacy and simplicity. 

The defectS in the theory of the pile are, that the essential 
or internal resistance must always be much less than the 
external resistance, and from the low tension of the current, 
the disparity cannot be wiped out by using a great length in 
!he ~vanometer. In practice the faults are ,-{a), the 
Juncnons are too deep, and cause short circuiting ; (6), the 
bars are too long and give unnecessary resistance ; (c), they 
are too numerous ; (a'), the junctions are too slender ; (,), the 
mass of matter to be heated is too greaL These are rem­
edied (,, a, and a') by placing the bars in glass tubes, con­
necting with them plates of copper ; (6), bars made half 
usual length ; (c), a single pair only is used. · 

The defects of the galvanometer are:--{a), the space near• 
est the needles is not utilized by the wire; (6), the needles 
are nOl of the best shape ; (c), the suspension is trouble­
some. The remedies are :--{a), the wire is made into flat 
ribbon, and·wound in one bobbin. and the needles mounted 
so as to permit this ; (6), the needles are flat oblong plates, 
talcen from the same piece of steel, and magnatized in one 
piece ; an agate cup and pivot remedy (c). 

In manipulation tbe fanlts are: (a), the several pans are 
not mutually adapted ; (6), junctions by different metals 
are exposed; (c), the pile and galvanometer are connected 
li.rst, when. in reality, they should not be connected rill the 
pile has been exposed, or else the current generated ah­
smact1 the heat from the: hot side, and lowers its temper­
ature. 

In the complete instrument, as made by Mr. Browning 
the pile consists of a pair of elements ½in. long, the coppe; 
connections being circular plates 1-1ooin. thiclt, and ~in. 
di:mieter. The pile is supponed by iu thick copper ter­
minals above the galvanometer, which consists of a flat 
copper ribDOn, making about 20 turns round a pair of 
astatic needle11, zin. long, and 7'in. broad. supponed on an 
aluminium frame, and resting on a fine pivot by an agate 
cube. A contact key is placed at one side, and makes the 
only connection in the middle of the instrument. The 
whole is inclosed in a glass shade, havini a perforation at 
the height of the face of the pile. A elass cone protects 
the front face from the extraneous beat, and a glass cap the 
baclc one. A directing magnet placed above the pile er.a­
bles the readinirs to be taken in any position. 

The source of heat being placed in front of the pile, the 
shade is turned round till the hole is in the axis of the pile, 
and left -~xposed for say 30 seconds. Contact is then 
made, when the deflection of the needle indicates the 
9:1rcngth of the ~rrent very nearl.,.. A very distinct d~ep­
t1on may be obtained from a person standing 6ft. from pile, 
and a common candle aifectS it at 3fL Further. it shows 
~hat the -,;alls of a room are of different temperatures, and 
1n _ anT clear weather i:3diation into stellar space is verv 
~dent. . Th_e whole thing can be put ready for experiment 
1n half a minute. while, with other forms, the necessary 
adjustment usually takes more time than the experimenu. 
Tho samo form ot Jalvanometer is also supplied &epar• 
atclT. 
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ERRORS OF REFRACTION IN THE EYES OF 
MICROSCOPISTS. 

BY JOHN ·c. MOR.GAN, M. D. 

It will, I think. be at once admitted that the requirements 
in construction and adjustment of gluses, and the results 
of work done, must vary greatly with individualities of the 
workers' eyes. 

One of the most important, but least thou«bt of, is utig­
matimc,• a condition known to oculists as a common 
cause of occipito-cervical headaches, IOl!letimes so severe 
as to be considered due to grave hyperzaiia of the brain, 
or to " brain-fag," etc. 

This defect consists in a diversity of curvature; hence, 
of refraction of one meridian of the cornea, as, for instance, 
tbe venical. with another meridian (horizontal). One of 
these meridians may be -·• far-sighted," the other " near­
sighted," or the difference may be more moderate. 

. Some slight degree of this is quite common, as many of 
,·our readers will discover on viewing a black line at a con­
venient distance in these and other positions. In one it 
will look black and sharp ; in another, at a right angle, 
?ale: ill d~fi~ed, ~d as if the rays were cut off by a long• 
uudmal sltt 10 a diaphragm. Such a slit, turned in v:irious 
positions, has a curious dl'ect, illustrating the influence ot 
loss of the ra'J'S. Astigmatism similarlv affects vision ; 
only, in this, dispersion is the immediate cause of loss. 

Another and very simple test of astigmatism is "the 
.point of liirht ''--e. g., a gas flame. reduced to its smallest 
dimensions ( of the yellow). when, to a normal eye, across a 
larJCe room, it appears as a round point ; but not so to 
astigmatic or to other abnormal eyes. Dispersion of rays 
results from imperfect focussinir ; and the object seems 
1arirer in consequence (but less bright). If this dispersion 
be only in one meridian of the eye (astigmAtism). the ap­
pari:nt enla~ement will be in u:a&tly tlu stUtU j>tlsititm, and 
the image will be long, not ro,md. and thus the individual 
may note the precise angle in which a cylindroid lens 
must be wom, for "correction," and the restoration of the 
round image. If this meridian be short-sighted, the 
cylindroid must be concave; if far-sighted, convex. 

The experiment may be varied by using a dark card, 
witb a 7' inch round hole in it ; when placed before a win• 
c.low, strongly illuminated, the point of lieht appears, of 
c.:,urse, and it is more accurate in shape than the flame. 

One point more. Spasm of the focussiJli apparatus 
~~led•• spasm of accomodafion ") may deranste the spher-
1city of the eye, and so affect vision. Str.ained vision is 
liable to this. Un the other hand. the same apparatus may 
be Jl:llalvzed. and ordina,y vision deficient, whilst the !o­
eussmg of the microscope f!ntirely ct1nTctz it. 

A linear marki111t, long or shon, oa a diatom, or a scale, 
or a cell, must !uff"er the same variation in divers positions 
after the passage of the rays throuih the best glasses. 
Some of the disputes as to these may be traced, doubtless, 
to thi~ cause ; and probably may be set at rest by the u■e 
of astigmatif specta&les with the microscope. · 

These are merely lenses of prescribed cylindrical c:nrn­
ture, whose axis is placed in the position of the abnormal 
corneal .meridian, whereby its curvature is corrected. The 
general effect is to render the whole cornea practically 
spherical in form. 

Astigmatism bas been an injury to painters. as Turner. 
whose !~er pictures (the power of accommodation. or self. 
correction, being lost with age) are discovered to be dis. 
tone~ in consequence ; the tendency being to exaggerate 
the size of the paler dimension in painting iL 

On the contrary, in microscopic drawing, as with the 
camera lucida, the improperlv. pale line will be perpetuated, 
and the perspective misrepresented ; and distortion of 
dimensions generally mav be perpetrated by tbe most caze­
ful observers, and endless disputes may thus arise.-.All'Mri­
c1US 7our-na/ of Mil:n,zcopy. 
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ASTRONOMY. 

Mr. Stone, F. R. S., the Radclifi'e observer, has recently 
drawn the attention of astronomers to a most interesting 
system of Stars in the Southern Hemisphere, which seems 
to present a remarkable case of an apparent connection be­
tween stars widely distant from one another. 

Astronomers are familiar ,rith cases of double stars, which 
seem connected together in some manner analogous to the 
Earth and Moon. But these stars are very close to one an­
other.being only separated by a few seconds of arc. In the 
present case the stars Corm an it'Osceles triangle. with sides 
nearly 20·degrees in length and with a base of over 30 de­
grees. This system of stars consists of two stars '1 and C' 
.Relinui, forming the apex of the triangle, and scarcely as 
bright as the tifth magnitude ; { TIIWtua, a fourth inagni· 
tude star at the southern base angle. and e . .Eridani, a star 

of between the fourth and filth magnitude, at the northern 
base angle. All four stars are invisible from England. 
Besides the appaient motion in Right Ascension and 
the North Polar Distance, which is possessed by all 
stars, astronomers have long recognized the fact that 
many stars possess a real independent motion in space, 
which though much smaller than their apparent motion. 
is too large for its existence to remain in doubt. In gen· 
eral this proper motion, as it is called, amounts to only 
a small fraction of a second of arc per annum ; but in 
some few cases it amounts to considerably over a second of 
arc, or even to over two or three seconds of arc. 

In forming the Great Catalorue of Southern Stars, which 
has been the main work at the Royal Observatory at the 
Cape of Good Hope, whilst under bis direction, Mr. Stone 
was led to examine all the cases of supposed great proper 
motion in the Southern Stars of the British Association 
Catalogue. In the greater number of cases they were found 
to arise from defective observations, but in some few cases . 
they ,~ confirmed. 

The most noteworthy instances were the group to which 
Mr. Stone has directed attention. From a careful con­
sideration of each case, Mr. Stone arrived at the following 
conclusions: 

That the four stars of the group under consideration · 
have proper motions much larger than the average proper 
motions of stars. 

That the stars have a common proper motion of more 
than a second of arc. 

That each star of the group is o.oving away from every 
other star of the group, by quantities which are small com­
pared with the common proper motion of the group. 

That, roughly speaking, the velocities of separation are 
larger, the greater the present angular separation of the 
stars. 

From these conclusions it seems probable that all these 
stars are slowly moving away from one common point, so 
that many vears back they were all very much closer to one 
another, and may have tormed part of one common star 
system. 

With the present rate of motion of separation it must 
have taken these stars over three million years to have 
moved to their present positions from a point where they 
would have been cloie together. 

Mr. Stone remarks lhat it appears to him that such a 
system of stars like a1 and .,, CactaMri, which consist of. 
two binary stars moring round each other, and with a large 

common p~per motion, haYin1t by reason of that large 
common proper motion been -brought aufficiently near to 
another binary double star to disturb the orbital motion 
of each, and change the motion of each from cl08ed to 
open orbits. 'Ihe whole question .opened by Mr. Stone is 
one of the highest interest, and deserves still further inves­
tiption, when the proper time arrives. 

THE NEBULA IN THE PLEIADES . . 
Some twenty years ago, Temple, whilst at .Venice, dis­

covered, with a four inch telescope, a fine bright nebula 
close to the bright star .M~ in the .Plnadu. It was ellip­
tical in form, and 'covered an area of nearly a filth of a 
square degree. Temple showed it to Valz and other astron­
omers, and it was seen by Peters with the eight inch equa­
ori al of the Altona Observatory. 

Subsequently it was looked for by other observers, either 
without success, or else seen as a very faint, indistinct ob­
ject. Even Temple, though it is true with another instru­
ment and in another locality, describes it as being far less 
distinct than when tirst seen. Subsequently, when observ­
ing near Florence with larger instruments, Temple saw the 
nebula as large and · as bright as ever. Prof. Schiaperuli 
of Milan also observed it with the fine refractor at Milan 
and describes it as bright and distinct, an:d completely sur~ 
rounding the star .'JI'~ whilst outlaying portions seemed 
to extend as far as Electra. Schiaperelli remarks, it is 
singular that so many persons should have examined the 
Pleiades without paying attention .to this great nebula, 
which, nevertheless, is so evident an object on a clear sky. 
Maxwell Hall, in Jamaica, also found the nebula very 
bright with a four inch telescope, and shows it as nearly 
half a square !legree in area. Several astronomers came to 
the conclusion that the nebula was variable. Others even 
doubted its real existence, and were inclined to ascribe its · 
supposed observation to the efi'ects of atmospheric action. 
Of late it has been drawn by several observers, so that its 
real existence cannot be questioned. During thi& year it 
has been looked for by Mr. Common with the great 37-inch 
reflector at Ealing. The nebula was seen as a distinct ob­
ject of considerable a.tent. but beyond it, and right within 
the .Plnadu, were discovered two ·others, both long ellipti­
cal nebulas of tolerable well defined form. There seems 
reason to believe, therefor, that the entire background of 
thd .Pkiatks is nebulous. 

Dr. J. Lawrence Smith, of Louisville, Ky., has made a 
personal investigation of the great meteorite which fell in 
Emmett County in 1879, having visited the spot for the ~ 
sion. An interesting report may be seen in the .,buric1111 
:J-rual of Scimce. The external appearance was that of 11. 

mass, rough and knotted like mulberry calculi, with rounded 
protuberances projecting from the surface. The larger por­
tions were of a gray color, with a green mineral irregularly 
disseminated through it. The total weight of the portions 
found amounted to 307 pounds. The stoney part of this 
meteorite co~sisted essentially of bronzite and olivine, the 
three essential constituents being silica, ferrous oxides and 
magnesia. An. analysis showed, that in composition the 
meteorite contained nothing that was peculiar. Its position. 
however, ·among meteorites is unique, on account of the 
phenomena accompanying its fall, especially the great depth 
to which it penetrated beneath the surface and also because 
of its physical characters and · the manner' of association of 
its mineral constituents. 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 
TM Eggs of Eeis.-We direct attention to an alleged dis­

covery of eggs in eels, and also to the fact that both sexes 
had been observed nearly two hundred years ago. The fol­
lowing extracts are made from the Proceedings of the Royal 
Society about ~be year x6qo: 

"Until about twelve months since, it was currently be­
lieved that eggs bad never been seen in eels, and it was con­
sidere.d quite an interesting discovery when a New England 
6sberman then discovered them in situ, and also observed 
specimens of eels both of the male and female sex. 

" Thus a vexed poi_nt which bad been discussed for two 
hundred years, was settled satisfactorily, when, as I under­
stand, Professor Packard confirmed the 6sberman's dis­
covery. 

"Recently, while looking over some papers read before 
the Royal Society of England, dating very far back, I found 
that a Mr. Benjamin Allen about the year x6go, read a paper 
before the society, claiming to have examined two eels, and 
'found one with egg,' and another with ' 6xed young ones, 
fastened to very small placentz each, which was 6:r.ed to the 
intestine.' ' The eggs were on the outside of the intestine.' 
He also said, 'the parts distinfUiShing the sex are discov­
erable · those of the male affix to the extremity of the kid­
ney ; the female had a &lender gland iransversely lying near 
·the bowel.' 

" A discussion followed, and a Mr. Dale raised a doubt 
on account of Mr. Allen's anatomical deuils being inconsi­
tent with nature, and from the fact of Leuwenboek linding 
a uterus in all eels be e:xamined, and alse ' masculine seed,' 
from whence he conjectured they: were Hermaphrodite. 

"He, however, so far confirmed Mr. Allen on one point, 
as to state that one Walter Chetwynd, Esq., bad in the 
month of May, 'found them to be viviparous, by cutting 
open the red fundaments of the females, from whence the 
young eels would issue forth alive.' 

.. No other member is reported as having spoken on the 
subject. and so the matter rested." 

THE MOOE OF SUCK.LINC OF THE ELEPHANT CA.LF.-ln 
some of the accounts recently published of the birth of an 
elephant in a menagerie in America it is stated that up to 
this time naturalists bad always believed that the elephant 
calf obtained its mother's milk by means of its ·trunk, and 
not directly by the mouth. 

Whether this be the case or not, Aristotle was certainly an 
exception, as the following passage from the twenty-seventh 

, chapter of the sixth book of bis " Historia An~mal,ium " (_Ed. 
Bekker, Orlord, 1837) clearly proves-"0 dt <11CU~, UTCZ'II 

rt:V11Ta.t, tn,la{u Tt,i <1T6}14Tt, oi, r,; /J,Vffl/Pl, '"" {3cwt{tt /UU 13u.r~, 
ri,6i,r yrvv,,Bti,.-" And the calf, when it is born, sucks with 
its mouth and not with its trunk ; and it both walks and sees 
as soon as it is bom "- (Nature.) J. C. G. 

AT a recent meeting of the Buffalo Microscopical Club 
Mr. Jas. W. Ward exhibited a piece of glass which had been 
over a picture on one of the walls of bis residence. It was 
covered with a very peculiar ·and intere!;ting species of fun­
gus, and withstood the action of soap and water in attempt­
ing to remove it. He attributed the growth to the exhala. 
tions of the breatl!, of persons who bad been in the room, 
and since noticing this fungus on the glass bad examined 
several of a similar nature in other rooms and found them 
alike. Mr. Ward's observations brought forth an interesting 
debate, relative to the observations of the dilferent members 
of the Club on similar growths. Dr. Howe thought it simi­
lar to the fungus which attacks the body of the Musca do­
,,ustica (house fly). These are contagious, and can be given 
by one fly to another. Dr. Barrett likened it to the fungi 
which permeates the walls of hospitals and other public 
buildings. President Kellicott, since the matter bad been 
brought to bis notice, bad examined the windows of the 
Central School building, and the City and County Hall, and 
found fungi on them, although not to such an extent as on 
the glass Mr. Ward exhibited. 
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Since the publication of Mr. Ward's notes, a Mr. Thomas 
Garfield bas written to the Seimtijic .Ammeanattributing the 
so-called fungus to a stain, or rust, which is often observed 
by glass makers on glass, caused by an excess of soda or pot­
ash, which produces an efflorescence. Mr. Ward, however, 
re-affirms that the patches are fungi, and be is satisfied of 
their vegetable and supemcial nature. 

MICROSCOPY. 
TM Hayden Trial Evident:e.-Dr. Treadwell writes to the 

"Atnn'Uan Mtmtluy Mierose4jlical Jovnuu" disclaiming the 
assertions regarding the possibility of identifying human 
blood, which had been attributed to him. It was charged 
that ·or. Tredwell claimed, after measuring only four cor­
puscles (having accidentally lost the ·others), that ranged 
from dIT " to m." in diameter, 10 have asserted : " I am 
quite positive that these 1IMr1! AIUIIIZ# 1,/,,«i corp,ueks, and 
I.bat they did not belong to the pig, sheep, goat, horse or 
cat.'' Dr. Tredwell now savs.-" I gave no opinion what­
ever as to any blood being human blood, except in dis­
tinction from the blood of some animal or animals named, 
and I defy any person to show that I have ever expressed 
such an opinion in any of the numerous cases in which I 
have testilied." 

On IM half sMII.-Mr. K. M. Cunninirham suggests a 
quick way of getting marine diatomacez : by taking a 
peck of fresh oysters and brushing; the hack of each into a 
basin of water, this process will give Pleurosi~z and 
Coscinodisci in abundall'ce. 

Tlun ~lass ct1Vers.-A microscopist bas taken the trouble 
to measure the thin glass covers purchased at a first class 
house, and found that in two ounces but one third was 
correct in their thickness m to m of an inch, two thirds 
belonging ·to a cheaper grade. Only one sixty-eighth were m of an inch in thickness, the majority being only 61 for 
opaque obje·cts. 

Infectum frum Mos(Juitos.-Tbe discovery that mosquitos 
carry filaria in their probosces, and infect the hwnan 
subject with that much dreaded worm parasite, bas at­
tracted considerable attention among the English Micros­
copists. The matter bas been brought bt'fore the Quekett 
Microscopical Club. by Dr. Cobbold. the President, who is 
one of the highest authorities on this subject. Particulars 
of various cases were given in which it was proved that 
those suffering from filaria bad received- the contagion 
from mosquitos, and mosquitos themselves infected with 
fiiaria were shown. · 

Filaria are very minute worm-like parasites, which on 
entering the human body. br~d 11ntil they increase to 
countless numbers. By recent advices we learn they have 
the power of entering and leaving the blood at pleasure ; 
they usually invade the circulation about seven o'clock in 
the evening, and increase until about midnight. after 
which time they retire to other parts of the system. 

Trickina: in Fis.i.-It is again asserted that trichinz 
have been found in ii.sh, this time at Ostend, in Belgium. 
This is against previous experience, but as it is stated the 
worms were found in the flesh, it appears more probable 
that the st:itement may be correct. 

C",ious funpnu deposit.-Dr. P . C. Jen,en gives a 
drawing in "New Remedies " of a peculiar organized de- · 
posit, existing in a number of specimens of Acid Phos­
phoric. Dil., of commercial grades. Under a power of 75 
diameters its appearance is that of a fibrous network very 
analogous in appearance to the Tela Contexta, as found in 
the mosses, anastomosing and exhibiting very well denned 
oblong munform cells placed end to end. In the inter­
stices of its central ramification are seen small bodies re­
sembling nuclei. These nuclei are nearly double the size 
of the diverging fibres constiluting the mass of the deposiL 
The color of the deposit is of a iµayisb white, with dilfusive 
and elastic propenies. 



SCIENCE. 11 

ELECTRICITY. 
An interesting experiment, which seems to have a bear• 

ing on the action of Edison's friction telephone, bas bee!1 
recently described by Herr Koch. When a plate of plati­
num or palladium is polarized by means of an electric C?r­
rent, the friction of these metals against a plate of ~~1st­
ened 11lass increases immediately. To measure th_e fnct1_on, 
Herr Koch uses the metal in the form of a hem1si:;hen':31 
button, resting on the bottom of a glass cup, tilled with 
pure or acidulated water. The button serves as pivot to a 
magnetic needle, which oscillates under the action ~f ~e 
earth ; the decrease of the oscillations measures the fncuon 
of the pivot. Pol.arization is produced by the current_ of 
the Daniell element. one pole of which communicates wit~ 
the metallic button, while the other terminates with a plat1• 

. num wire entering the water of the cup. Tbe polarization 
by hydrogen produces no effect, but polarization with ~be 
pole oxygenated is found verv efficacious. Tbe ~nct1on 
was increased, through this polarization, in the rauo of z 
to 3, and sometimes in that of z to 4. This increase. of 
friction appears immediatc:ly the circuit is closed, and d1~ 
appears immediately when the current is reversed ; but it 
disappears slowly. like the polarization itself, when the 
circuit is merely opened. It increases witb the electromo­
tive force of the polarization by oxygen. Palladium behaves 
like platinum. Gold (18 carat) gave no effect. 

M. De!l,prez has lately attacked the problem of transmit­
ting, by means of an electric current, the motion of a motor 
A to a receiver at some distance B, as a rigid axis between 
the two would do, so that the angular velocity of B should 
be always equal in amount and sign to that of A. (I'he 
particular case was that of getting within a railway carnage 
a rotation identical with that of ·the motor wheels of the 
locomotive.) On the shaft of the transmitter A are fixed 
two commutators, each of which reverses the current that 
traverses it twice each turn ; but the positions of the shaft 
conesponding to these inversions do not coincide; they 
follow each other at intervals of a quarter of a tum. Tbe 
receiver consists of a permanent magnet or electro-magnet. 
between the branches of which are two straight electro­
magJtets, capable of rotating round an axis which coincides 
with that of the magnet. Tbe currents sent through these 
electro-magnets from the shaft A produce the dei!ioired effect. 
Tbis apparatus (it is noted) effects the transmission of :work 
of a motor lrt,m one point to another with emset'Tlabffl of 
the ang-tdar vei«il)I (which bas not been realized in any 
electric motor hitherto used). the latter ~-arying from '7 to 
2,400 turns per minute. Tbe alternating currents required 
may be 11enerated by a magneto-electric machine. Again, 
anv motion may be considered as the resultant of two 
movements of rotation ; hence this apparatus, with a simple 
mechanism added, would serve for transmission of a motion 
of drawing, or writing. 

Tbe steadiness of the incandescent light over that ot 
the arc has long been understood, but hitherto the cost of 
the one has been so great that praclically it was out of_ the 
que!'tion for general use. This will account for the little 
11rogress made by the Werdermanu light. Tbe cost is due 
principally to the consumption of carbon. Again, it is well 
known that the consumption of carbon, in an atmosphere 
containing no oxygen, or in a vacuum, is reduced to a 
minimum. Many inventors have tried to make lamps to 
retain a perfect vacuum, bu·t have failed. It is easy, how­
ever, to make a water-tight joint, and by surrounding this 
with water Mr. Brougham has solved one of the problems 
of the incandescent lamp. Tbe oxygen originally in the 
lamp globe is quickly exhausted, and then the atmosphere 
consists of ~ses which do not combine with carbon, and 
the result is very slow combustion or disintegration. The 
water-tight joints having been obtained in the manner 
above indicated, the globe is partially tilled with water, so 
that when placed over the lamp globe, the water is well 
over the cap. This water globe is fastened by means cf 
clamps and screws. Tbe inventor states that while the 
carbon bums away at the rate of six inches per hour in the 
open air, it burns only one-eighth of an inch per hour when 
in the water-covered globe. Tbis shows an enormous sav• 

ing in the cost of carbon, and if it can be shown that the 
saving thus obtained is greater than the cost of the extra 
power absorbed by the incandescent lamp over that of the 
arc. a decided step will have been made to....ards furnish­
ing a light that can without difficulty be applied to ordinary 
sized rooms. We have seen this lamp, and can testify as 
to its steady light. 

So long as the liquid in the vessel is a.bove the cap . of 
the lamp, no atmospheric air can enter the lamp globe, and 
at the same time the beat from the lamp is carried off or 
dispersed and the light diffused. Provision may be made 
for the removal and replenishing of the liquid in or for 
causing it to circulate, but we are of the opinion that 
the ground-glass globe will prove mon: satisfactory as it , is 
than any addition to the apparatus can ma.kc it. We made 
inquiries as to the liability of the copper wedge to melt, 
but its size and its connection with so large and such good 
conductors removes a.II tendency in this direction. - Eke­
trician. 

A simple method of perforating glass with the electric 
spark is described by M. Fages in a recent number of La 
Nature. The apparatus required consists (1) of a rectangu­
lar plate of ebonite, its size, for a coil giving 12 ctm. sparks, 
about 18 ctm. by 12 ; (z) Qf a brass wire passing under the 
plate and having its pointeq, end bent up and penetrating 
through the plate-not fa.rth.,r. This wire is connected 
with one of the poles of the coil. A few drops of olive oil 
are placed on the ebonite plate about the point, and the 
piece of glass to be perforated is superposed, care being 
take~ not to imprison any bubbles of air. The olive oil 
perfectly accomplishes the object of insulating the wire. 
One has then only to bring down a wire from the outer pole 
of the coil, on the piece of glass, above the point of the 
lower wire, and pass the spark. By displacing the glass 
laterally for successive sparks, it is easy to make a close 
series of holes in a few seconds. 

A new form of electric lamp bas been invented by Mr. 
Charles Stewart, M. A. It consists of a number of square 
carbon rods placed radially upon a disc of wood, or metal, 
in such a manner that the inner ends of the carbon ·rods 
form a complete circle. There is a circular opening in the 
wooden disc through which the electric light is seen from 
underneath. Tbe carbons which are all forced toward the 
centre by a uniform pressure, move forward as they are 
consumed, and together form the positive electrode of the 
lamp. Tbe negative electrode consists of a covered bemis· 
pherical cup of copper which before the current enters the 
lamp, rests upon the ring formed by the carbons. On the 
current entering the lamp an electro-magnet raises the 
metal electrode, and the electric arc is then formed between 
the circle of carbon and the metal electrode. There is a 
flow of water through the latter to keep it cool. Tbe inven 
tor claims for bis lamp the following advantages. (1). It is 
automatic in its action. (z). Bums for a considerable per­
iod. (3). Throws no shadows. (4). Simple and inexpen­
sive in structure. (5). Tbe intensity of the light may be in· 
creased if desired. 

THE TELEGRAPH AND EARTHQUAKES.-A recent letter 
from Mr. W. A. Goodyear, now director of the governmental· 
mining and geological survey of San Salvador, states that 
more than 6oo shocks of earthquakes were felt there during 
the last ten days of 1S79. They were heaviest · about Lake 
Ilopango, where a shock occurred on the 23rd of December, 
which broke the telegraph wire asunder and " made the 
ground on which we stood a perfect network of cracks, 
opened new springs of water, increased the rivulets in the 
vicinity to ten times their usual volume, muddied the waters 
of the lake in many places, and rolled bund~ds of thousands 
of tons of rocks down the steep hills in the· form of land­
slides." As a sequal to these earthquakes, came the irruption 
of a volcano in the middle of Lake Ilopango on the night of 
January 20th to zrst. The volcanic island resulting now 
measures over five acres in extent, and shoots up a column 
ot steam into the air over 1000 feet in height. This is the 
first instance we have heard of earthquakes interrupting land 
telegraph lines, though there are cases on record of their in­
terrupting cables. 
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:Note• -d Querie•• 
[1.] I am studying the character and extent of a substance 

called "Tuckahoe, 01 Indian Bread," for its Ethnological 
interest. I find that my knowledge of Botany is not suffi­
cient, and desire reliable information upon the following 
points: 

What is the nature of its growth and production ? 
What is its geographical distribution? 
Its former use and preparation ? 
In what kind of soil is it found ? 
What authors have mentioned it? 
By what botanical names is it known ? 
Has it any medicinal propenies? 

J. H. G. 

GENERAL NOTES. 

FolUdATION OF VINEGAJ. BY l:SACTEI.U..-E. Wurm has in­
vestigated this matter, and his .results prove, wit~out d~ubt, 
that an active form1tion of vinegar from alcohol 1s obtained 
by means of Myccderma aceti (Bacterium mycoderma­
Cobn), thus supporting Pasteur's view. 

O'1.GANISMS IN BEET SAP.-The bodies known as "frog• 
spawn," which make their appearance after a time in the 
sap of the beet root, prove, on miCToscopic examination to 
be a species of bacterium, called by L. Cienkowski, As­
coccus Bilrothil. 

PTYALIN AND DIASTASE.-T. Defresne bas found that 
ptyalin convens starch into sugar, in the presence of im­
pure gastric juice, as rapidly as it does in th~ m~~tb. Its 
action is, however, suspended by pure gastnc JUtce; bot 
on passing into the duodenum the ptyalin again becomes 
active. Diastase, on the other hand, is completely deprived 
of its power of convening starch into sugar by hydrochloric 
acid or by pure irutric juice. (Compt. Rend •• 89, 10']0.) 

ABNOI.MAL COMPOSITION OF MILL-According to C. 
Marchaud (Bied. Centr., 187:i, pp, ~770), the usual 
composition of human milk is as follows: butter, 36.8 ; 
lactose, 71.1; protein, 17; salts, :z.04, and water, 873 pans 
per thousand. When the amount of butter rises to above 
5:1 pans, the milk is injurious to the child. The quantity 
of protein, which is much less than in cow's milk, cannot 
be exceeded without ill effects. 

NUTIUTIVE VALUE OF GR.ASS AT VAIU0VS STAGES OF 
GllOWTH.-E. von Wolff' and others (Bied. Centr., 1879, 
pp. 736--744) cut grass thre-e times in the early summer, in 
the years 1874 and 1877 ; the first cutting took place about 
the midC.:le of May, the second at the belfinniog and the 
third at the end of June. The second cutting appeared to 
give the best results in the case of animals experimented 
upon, namely sheep and horses ; and, as a rule, it was 
found that more nitrogenous matter was excreted by the 
latter than by the former. 

ANALYSIS OF TWO ANCIENT SAMPLES OF BVTTEll.-G. 
W. Wigner and A. Church have examined a sample of 
Irish bog butter, which cannot be traced with any cenainty 
to a panicular locality. There is no doubt, however, that 
it is a perfectly authentic specimen, probably 1000 years 
old. The following results were obtained : volatile fatty 
acids, calculated as butyric, 6 per cent ; soluble fatty acids, . 
not volatile, 42 per cent ; insoluble fixed fatty acids, 99-4S 
per cent; glycerol, minute traces. The insoluble tatty 
acids contained 9 per cent. olc,c acid, and 91.0 per cent 
stearic and palmitic acids. 

The other sample of butter, which is much older, was 
taken some time ago from an Eiiyptian tomb. It dates 
from about 400 or 6oo years before Curist. It was contained 
in a small alabaster vase, and had apparently been poured 
in while in a melting state. In appearance, color, smell 
and QSte, it conesponds closely with a sample of slightly 
rancid butter. Analysis shows that the sample has not 
undergone any notable decomposition. 
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CHLOKIDE OF PLATINUM.-Dissolve the metal in hydro­
chloric acid, s pans ; and nitric acid 3 pans-a florence 
flask is convenient for this purpose. When all the metal is 
dissolved transfer the solution to a porcelain evaporating 
dish, and apply beat until nearly the whole of the acid is 
expelled. Dissolved in water or in ether chloride of 
platinum is useful forimpaniog to brass anicles a steel like 
appearance. 

THE EFFECT OF CAit.B0NIC AcrD IN THE An UPON C'I.OPS.­
According to M. Marie-Davy, (Compt. rend. go, pp. 3:z..35), 
an examination of the determinations of the amount of car­
bonic anhydride in the air, which have been made daily dur­
ing the last four years at Montsouris, seems to show that the 
best crops have been produced in those years when the 
amount of carbonic anhydride has been below the average. 
The carbonic anhydride varies inve~ely with clearness of 
the sky, and is influenced by the oscillations of the gxeat · 
equatorial atmospheric currents. 

REsPIIlATIVE POWEil OF MAR.SH AND WATEJ. PLANTS.-lt 
is a well-known fact that these plants are able to thrive ·jn 
media which contain little or no oxygen. They are all very 
poor in nitrogen, and E. Freyberg has shown by a number 
of experiments, that this latter propeny accounts for the 
former. His investigations prove that the respirative power 
of plants varies with the amo.unt of nitrogen they consume, 
and this, taken in conjunction with the fact that water-plants 
contain large air chambers which do not often need refill­
ing, accounts for their being able to exist in media which 
contain very little oxygen. 

A RAILWAY BllEAK, which is instantaneously applied and 
continuous in its action, and which the inventor proposes to 
render automatic, is described by M. Hospitalier in Lz 
Nature. It is worked by means of two of the secondary bat­
teries of M. Plante, each of these being charged by three 
Daniell cells. The action of the apparatus is dependent 
upon the adhesion of an electro-magnet to the axle of the 
wheels, by means of which two chains attached to levers 
carrying friction blocks, are wound upon a drum. 

AllTIFicu.L DLUIONDs.-In regard to the successful work 
of Mr. Hannay, of Glasgow, in producing perfect anificia! 
diamonds, it may be well to bea:r in mind the similar in­
vestiiiation carried on by Despretz, the noted French 
chemist. Some authorities allege that the results obtained 
by Despretz were in advance of those .reached by Mr. 
Hannay, yet the former, at the conclusion of five years of 
labor, made the frank acknowledgment that he had not 
found tbe diamond proper, although he had obtained crys­
tals of pure carbon possessing all the characteristics of the 
coveted prize. · 

CYANIDE oF PoTASSIUM.-There are many substances 
which are difficult to procure, whereas the materials of 
which they arecomposed are within the reach of every­
body. To make Cyanide of Pol25Sium, use the following 
formula: 

Yell ow prussiate of potash • . • • . S parts. 
Carbonate of potash . • • • . • . . 4 parts. 

Reduce the prussiate of potash to a coarse powder, and 
dry upon an open plate over a slow fire ; next dry the car­
bonate of potash thoroughly, when both substances are to 
be intimately mixed. Put the mixture in a crucible or deep 
iron ladle, and place in a clear burnt coke fire. When 
fusion takes place, stir occasionally with an iron rod. 
When the mass is thoroughly fused allow it to continue in 
that state for at least a quaner of an hour. If on dipping 
the iron rod into the melted mass the compound appears 
111/iite on cooling, the ladle may be withdrawn from the fire, 
allowed to rest for a few minutes, when the cyanide which 
is formed, must be poured in patches on · an iron slab or 
flagstone, care being taken not to allow the dross, which is 
chiefly iron, to pass out with the clear fused cyanide. The 
"dross" should be shaken out separately, and when cold 
washed with water to dissolve out the adherent cy:mide, 
after which the washing water may be filtered and usL·d ~ a 
solution of cyanide when required. Keep the cyanide in a 
wide mouth bottle well corked, and labelled. 
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JEWETT'S 

Portable Crock Filter. 

Pm. N ... 11, 18'91 Oct. lly 18':8. 

The Latest Improvement 

consists in placin& th~ filtering matenal 

m 1 scpar.,te vaacJ or c:rock. The ad­

vantage bcinc this, viz ; 

That whenever the filter pan Jives 
out! a new croclc can he obtained, which 

will m:alce the whole complete as when 

first pun:hucd. We, thcaforc, =m­
mcnd parties at a di>rancc (inst~ of.at­

tempting to get the F iltcr ~eked) that 

they should purchase a new filter crock, 

the cost of· which is moderate, and no 

more than the cost of rcpaclw,g. 

iii 

The Original and Genuine. 
A1.1. OTH&U AU IMrTAnoJCS. 

Over 100,000 now-in use. 
Ac:knowlcdgcd the only complete Filler 

1nd Cooln- in the world. 

JEWETT'$ 
-ottAau aocx 

FILTER 
WITH l'O&al.AUl•UNC 

COOLER. 
This is the only Filter bamg the Pu. 

en t Rcmonblc .Filtering Cup attacbcd, 

which bolds all sediment that would oth­

erwise pass into tl.c filter. 

Thia c:clcbrated Filter win tal<e mer, 

. lake, pond, ra.ia or other impure water; 

and render tbc same of 

Sparkling Transparency 
and Purity. 

ORNAMENTAL STYLE. 8TA.XNED oA.K. · 

~?· 71, Po~ain R~ir, 4!,(_ Q"f."5··-·-·--·---·-------- $7-25 ~h. N.!'. t• P~ R~oir, 4l{ qu~•-·------· ---··-·-·--· $6.7S ~-

.. 
1
;,: " u I~~ : " ... _•-.•-_•._-:_:_:_:_:_=::::::::::: :!:: :: " 63 " " ,;~ •• ••••-·-••-••••••·--• .~;! w 

-. 16 .r " ~: J:6 •••• ::::::::::::::::::::: i,25 • .0050 '.'. 
u 1s, 26 ·• ............................... 15.50 •· ·• 6s, :6 -

READ THE TWO MOST CONVINCING TESTIMONIALS. 
. lsAJ'c S. W11.1.1AMS a: Co., 728 Market Strcct,'Philadclp¥a, Pa.-Wc have sold your" Patent Water Filter" for the Jut me years. Our sales 
111 that tuDc: harinc reached upwanls of five thou.sand, and m DO mstaDcc have we beard ot any failure 111 perforains all you claim for them. 

BOARD OF HEALTH, W,ul,;i,rrt-, D. c.,Awr. ,.,, 1877. 
W2:11a & BEVE1UDCE :-I am just in receipt of your favor of y~tcrday, requesting my opinion of the •· Jewett Filter" purdiucd of you ....­

cral months ago for my penonal use. and am pleased to say that 11 baa fully answered your cxpn:sscd estimate of its value. As a cleanser aDd 
purifier of _driDlcing water it is c:crtainl• not exccllca by any mechanical arrangement known to me. THE FOUCOlllC aDIA&XS APP1.Y EQUALl.T 
TO THE LAtca FtLTD OF TH& s.\Jlm acAJCZ ,caCHA.Sm) Poa THE BoAaJ> °" HuLTH. 

Very respectfully yours, CHRIS. C. COX, M. D. 

Manufactured only by JOHN C. JEWETT & SONS, Buffalo, New York. 
Foa SALE ,,. Nsw You: CITY av KING. BRIGGS & CO., w6 Braadwa_y. J. H . BALDWIN a: CO .• 21 Murra_y Stnct. L HEYNIGll 

i8 Fulton Street. CHAR.LES JON.ES, \>20 Broadway. LEWIS a: CONGER, 6o, Swh ATCDne. 
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Salutatory. 

The United States Naval Observatory, Washington •••.••...••.• • By Professor Ed'lllard S. Holdm, Waslimgt1Jt1. 

A Bit of Summer Work ..• .' ... . ..............•• - ... . By Professor Burt G. Wiuur, Cornell Uni'llersi/r, N. Y. 
Electricity as Power ..•..............•... . •......•••••••.••••••• ••• By Fran&is P. Upto,r, Mmlo Pa,·k, N. 7. 
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ALVA VINE, or AllT vs. DUTY, by Henry Gordon. $2. · AMERICAN NEws COMPANY. 
LIFE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE PRINCE CONSORT, by Sir Theodore Martin. Fifth 

and concluding volume. $2. APPLETON & Co., NEW YORK. 
LIFE AND WRITINGS OF HENRY BUCKLE, by Alfred H. Huth. $2. APPLETON & Co., N. Y. 
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A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT, by H. C. Trumbull $1. HARPER BROTHERS, N1::w YoRK. 
BRITISH AND AMERICAN EDUCATION, by Maj. W. Hazeltine. 40 cents. HARPER BROTHERS, N. Y. 
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ELEMENTS OF APPLIED MECHANICS-Thomas Alexander, C. E. , $1.10. MACMILLA!'f & Co., 
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QUANTITATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS-Fred'k A. Cairns, $2.00. HENRY HoLT & Co., K Y. 
HERBERT SPENCER'S WORKS, APPLETON & Co., NEw YoRK. 

BOOKS TO BE PUBLISHED. 

MAPS TO C.i£SAR'S GALLIC WARS, by Van Kampen. $2.25. JoHN ALLYN, BosToN. 
CREMATION, by an Eye-witness. 12 cents. A. S. BARNES & Co., NEw YoRK. 
CHARCOAL DRAWING WITHOUT A MASTER, by Robert Kart R. CLARKE & Co., CINCINNATI, 0 . 
A TREATISE ON THE CULTURE AND RAISING OF . SILK WORMS, by L. S. ·Crozier. 

50 cents. A. C. EYRICH, NEW ORLEANS. 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE, by H. W. Lucy. 20 cents. HARPER BROTHERS, N.:w YORK. 
CANOE AND CAMERA, by T. S. STEELE. $1.50. ORANGE JUDD & Co., NEW YoRK. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Lisel Loy/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Interview Request 

Dear Ms. Loy, 
David Mixner suggested I get in touch with you. I'm the author of Making 
History, an oral history of the post-war gay civil rights struggle, which was 
published by HarperCollins in 1992. The book, which is an oral history, was 
very well received and was reviewed on the front page of both the New York 
Times Book Review and the Washington Post Book World. 

HarperCollins has asked me to do an update and revision of the book, which 
will be published in November 2001. I'll be adding approximately ten new 
interviews to the original forty-nine. In the first edition I included a 
broad range of people who played a role in the gay rights movement from the 
earliest activists to "Dear Abby." The new edition would be incomplete 
without an interview with President Clinton. No other administration has 
been as supportive of gay people. From the beginning, President Clinton took 
the lead on very difficult gay rights issues, and advanced the fight for 
equal rights against enormous odds. 

I had the privilege of meeting the President at the White House five years 
ago when I accompanied Greg Louganis there shortly after his autobiography, 
which I wrote, was published. 
-. I realize the President's schedule is extremely busy between now and 
January 20. I will make myself available to interview the President at his 
convenience, whenever and wherever. Obviously, the sooner the better, as I 
have a March 1 deadline, but if it had to be at a later date, I'm sure my 
publisher would accommodate me. 

I've attached a copy of my bio and the text from a column that Anna 
Quindlen wrote for the New York Times when the book was published. 
Additional information about my work is available on my web site at 
www.ericmarcus.com. If you need to reach me by phone, please call me at my 
office at 212-580-2666. Thanks in advance. ???Eric Marcus 

Eric Marcus 140 West 69th St., #117C New York, NY 10023 
www.ericmarcus.com ericmarcus@aol.com 212-580-2666 

Eric Marcus is a former associate producer for ABC's "Good Morning America" 
and for CBS morning news. He is the author of Breaking the Surface, the 
bestselling autobiography of Olympic diving champion Greg Louganis, which 
spent five weeks at the top of the New York Times bestseller list. He is 
also the author of eight other books, including Is It a Choice?, Why Suicide? 
, and Making History: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Equal Rights, which 
won the 1993 American Library Association's award for best gay non-fiction. 

Eric's latest .book, What If Someone I Know Is Gay? Answers to Questions 
About Gay & Lesbian People, is written for readers ages twelve and up, and is 
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published by the Price, Stem, Sloan division of Penguin Putnam Books for 
Young Readers. Eric is currently working on a new e,dition of Making History, 
which will be published in October 2001 . 

Eric Marcus graduated from Vassar College in 1980, where he majored in 
urban studies. In 1984 he received an M.S. from the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. 

Books by Eric Marcus 
??? What If Someone I Know Is Gay? Answers to Questions About Gay & Lesbian 
People (Penguin Putnam???Price, Stem, Sloan, 2000); 
??? Together Forever: Gay & Lesbian Couples Share Their Secrets for Lasting 
Happiness (Anchor, 1998, 1999); 
??? Icebreaker: The Autobiography of U.S. Figure Skating Champion Rudy Galindo 
(Pocket Books, 1997); 
??? Why Suicide? Answers to 200 of the Most Frequently Asked Questions About 
Suicide (HarperSanFrancisco, 1996); 
??? Breaking the Surface (Random House, 1995; Plume, 1996); 
??? Is It A Ctfoice? Answers to 300 of the Most Frequently Asked Questions 
About Gay & Lesbian People (HarperSF, 1993, 1999); 
??? Expect the Worst (You Won't Be Disappointed) (HarperSF, 1992); 
??? Making History: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Equal Rights, 1945 to 
1990 (HarperCollins, 1992); 
??? The Male Couple's Guide: Finding a Man, Making a Home, Building a Life 
(HarperCollins, 1998, 1992, 1999). 

For more information on books and articles by Eric Marcus, log on to 
www.ericmarcus.com. 

"No Clo.set Space" by Anna Quindlen 
New York Times Op-Ed 
Wednesday, May 27, 1992 
It was 20 years ago next month that an elementary-school teacher named Jeanne 
Manford made history. She walked down a street in New York City carrying the 
sort of poster paper her students sometimes used for projects, except that 

· printed on it were these words: PARENTS of Gays UNITE in SUPPORT for our 
CHILDREN. 

At her side during the Gay Pride march.was her son, Morty, her golden boy, 
the one a teacher once told her would be a senator someday. When he was in 
high school he said he wanted to see a psychologist, and the psychologist 
called the Manfords in and told them that the golden boy was gay. But it 
never changed his mother's mind about his glow. 

Morty's story, and his mother's, too, are contained in a new oral history 
of the gay rights struggle, "Making History," by Eric Marcus. The cheering 
thing about the book is how far we have come since the days when newspaper 
editors felt free to use "homo" in headlines. 

The distressing thing is how far we have to go, not in the world alone, 
where homophobia remains one of the last acceptable bigotries, but in our 
homes, where children learn that the world is composed exclusively of love 
and sex between men and women. Even when Mom and Dad have gay friends and 
raised consciousness, there is too often silence that surrounds other ways of 
life and love. And silence begets distance. 

Distance between parent and child is one of the saddest things in "Making 
History": the parents who try to commit their gay children to mental 
hospitals, the ones who erect a gravestone and send an obituary to the paper 
when they discover their daughter is a lesbian, or simply the ones who were 
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The 

You j 
Mr. President Patricia Harty 

Co-fomder/Edltor-ln-Quef 

A
s I write, the end of an era is 
drawing to a close. It ' s been a 
special time . A time when 

Ireland, no longer treated like a small, 
quarrelsome island off the coast of 
Britain, enjoyed access to an American 
president as no other time in history. 

Looking back, it all began when 
Candidate Clinton appeared at an Irish 
American Presidential Forum in New 
York, in April 1992. Many of us had 
gone there with skeptical hearts, but 
there was something about Clinton that 
was different. His knowledge of the 
problems in Northern Ireland, which 
some Irish politicians couldn' t seem to 
grasp, was extraordinary. He supported 
the MacBride Principles of fair hiring 
practices, and a visa for Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams. He promised, if elected, to 
appoint a U.S. envoy to Ireland, and he 
didn ' t seem to care about America's 
"special" relationship with Britain. 

I remember as he spoke an excitement 
began to fill the room, and I can still see 
the joy on the face of Paul O'Dwyer and 
others who had long sought a solution in 
Northern Ireland, where 23 years of 
violence had brought 3,000 deaths. 

In September, Clinton came back to 
New York and reassured us that he was 
serious. "I want you to know that I am 
committed to Irish issues such as the 
special envoy and that I intend to deliver 
on them. Tell your readers the Irish will 
have a friend in the White House," he 

said in an interview with the Irish Voice. 
What a friend of Ireland Clinton turned 

out to be. For the first time ever, an 
American president picked the Irish 
over the British argument and delivered 
on all his campaign promises. Despite 
the Justice Department, the FBI, CIA, 
State Department, and the fury of the 
British government, he gave a visa to 
Gerry Adams. The IRA ceasefire soon 
followed. And people began to hope. 

Clinton followed through on his second 
promise and appointed George Mitchell 
as his economic envoy. And in another 
move of pure genius, in May 1995, he held 
the first ever White House economic 
conference on Northern Ireland, bringing 
1,000 delegates, from both sides of the 
divide, together in a hotel in Washington 
for three days. 

In the history books it should be writ­
ten that it was here that the walls of hate 
started to crumble. Hardened enemies 
began to see each other in a different 
light; at receptions, in hallways, at the 
inevitable sing-songs that happened at 
the end of the night, under a tent on the 
the White House lawn in a furious thun­
derstorm. The icepack of hundreds of 
years of intransigence began to melt. 

Then Clinton took that trip to Northern 
Ireland. People who had never walked on 
the same side of the street now stood 
shoulder to shoulder and listened to him 
say that if they embraced peace he would 
not abandon them. He didn' t. 

In September 1998, at our darkest hour, 
in the aftermath of the Omagh bomb­
ing, he again went to Northern Ireland, 
and helped cement the fragile pieces of 
peace back together. 

And he never stopped believing that 
we have the capacity to rise above religious 
and racial differences and hatred. 

He and Mrs. Clinton opened the White 
House, not just to the elite, but to com­
munity workers, and ex-prisoners, and 
children. He always seemed pleased to be 
around the Irish - maybe it was those 
Cassidy genes on his mother's side. We 
will miss those St. Patrick's Day parties 
- they made everyone feel privileged. 

Soon he won't be around to take those 
late night phone calls, or interrupt his 
vacation whenever there is an Irish 
crisis. Hopefully, the lessons learned 
over the past eight years will help people 
carry on and hold fast to the Good 
Friday Agreement. We' ll probably never 
see his like again. We are lucky to have 
had such a friend. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Congratulations to our Business 100. 
Each one of you is an extraordinary tale 
of success. Thank you Kevin Kline for 
bringing us such joy. Being both Irish and 
Jewish, you embody the best of two 
traditions with a long history in enter­
tainment, and remind us that in America 
we Irish are enriched by all we have met. 

Mortas Cine. 0 
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Ecumenical C.Oalition Pro-Vieques 

Mr. WtlliamJefferson Ointon 
President 
United States of America 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

O10ice Ou-istian Greetings! 

NovemberlS,2000 

·' 2.-7 -00 

From Ou0,; I 
offi ce Ou ..f-

~x: 
1 

,0 ~c_ 
I o (o;,e:Q 

I am jotting down a few lines to present to you the Magna Letter of the People of 
Puerto Rico, addresed to you, regarding the issue of Vieques. 

Enclosure 

As always, my prayers will be with you. 

Together for a Oianged World with the Word, 

Revere 
Spokeperso 
Ecumenical n Pro-Vi 



November 13, 2000 

The Hon. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The undersigned represent the virtual unanimity of public opinion in Puerto Rico, 
including the leaders of its most representative politica4 religious, civic, and social 
institutions. 

We appeal to your commitment to justice and the defense of human rights, and hereby 
request that before you leave office next January, you order the immediate and permanent 
cessation of all military maneuvers and training operations in the Island ofVieques. 

Sincerely yours, 

L 
Mrs. Sila Marla Calder6n 
President Popular Democratic Party 
Governor- Elect 

f:2 ___ .:::.~ 
President Independent Puerto Rican Party 

Bishop Alvaro Corrada del Rio, SJ 
Diocese of Caguas 

/Wff!y 
/,-. Bishop David A Alvarez Velazquez /piscopal Diocese of Puerto Rico 

Mr. Carlos I. Pesquera 
President New Progressive Party 

Archbishop Roberto Gonzalez Nieves 
Archdiocese of San Juan de P.R 

T f-- c_ f-fki 
Bishop Juan Antonio Vera Mendez 
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 

~·antiago 
Lutheran Church in P .R, ELCA 

, leral Secretary, 



Bronx Borough President 

Ho . lga Mendez 
New York State Senate 

Hon. Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
New York State Assembly 

~p~~ 
New York State Assembly 

~ 
Hon. Ro ert 1rez 

New York State Assembly 

~~~ 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat 

New York State Assembly 

··1-,ti!-4.-ln U11nkJ 
Hon. Nelson Dennis 

New York State Assembly 

~{:~~ 
New York City Council 

New Yor 



Hon. Luis Gutierrez 
U.S. Representative 



Architect Jose R. Matos Davila 
President 
Puerto Rico Architects and 
Landscape Architects Association 

CPA Willie Bidot 
President 
State Society of 
Certified Public Accountants 

\)~L\Z-L~~ 
Ivan Nicolau Nin, P.E. 
President 
Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors Association 
of Puerto Rico 

Puerto Rico Medical Association 

Lucy Crespo, P.E. 
President 
Puerto Rico Manufactures 
Association 

President 
Puerto Rico Chamber of 
Commerce 



~gu:!.~~ 
President & General Counsel 
Puerto Rican Legal Defense 

and Education Fund 

~~~v~ 
Lorraine Cortes Vazquez } 

President 
Hispanic Federation 

~~ 
Damaris Torrent 

President 
Puerto Rican Bar Association 



~-_ . -~~:wm {mq 
Srt Silvia Rivera Rivera, M. A. 
Psic6loga Cliruca 
Licencia #1335 

n 
. es Viequense 

agali Torres Torres 
Alianza de Mujeres Viequense 

Rda. Lucy I. Rosario Medina 
Pastora Igle ia Metodista de P. R 
Iglesia Metodista "Samuel Culpeper" 

~3~~ 
Sra. Lucrecia Torres Rosa 
Miembro Iglesia Metodista 
"Samuel Culpeper" 

Sr 
Miem ro g es1a eto 1sta 
"Samuel Culpeper" 



Rev. Mi a ys Oliveras Rodriguez 
Baptist Churches of Puerto Rico 

///_, .. -~) <J 
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Rev. Luis A. Rosario Rivera 
/ tJnited Evangelical Church 

~b1e So :/~Jf e 
~~ 
Evangelical Council of Puerto Rico 

-~,\.~~~·\·~~~~"-~ \ 
Lie. Gra · y ~da~~chand 
Congreso Nacional Hostosiano 

R1~~~,t_ 
Boriken Synod - Presbyterian Church 

.. ~7)~J .. G--
Rev. Ramon Goveo Hernandez 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Rev. Eunice Santana Melecio 
Institute of Ecumenical Formation and Action 

Mrs. 
Vice- Progressive Party 

9--1-,~~l r ~ Julio Murie te 
Nuevo ~to Ind ndentista 

4~,/1:~o/ 
Mrs. Sonia Reyes Cruz 
Hermandad Empleados No docentes 
de la Universidad de PuertoRico 



-::4,.__ 0-- D£/4 
Mrs. Ana Teresa Davila Lao 
Liga de Coopertivas de P. R. 

!~ $ ~~ ~ 
Mrs. Rosa Meneses Albizu ~ampos 

~- ~~r/~ 
Rev. Hector Soto Velez ) 
Misi6n Industrial Presidenta Partido Nacionalista de P.R 

I • £./4_,# 
Li~~R~~e 
Presidente Colegio de Abogados 

1/✓ ~_,=_ 
/4~oberto£~ 

Local 1996, SEIU 
President of Service Employee 
International Union Local 

.... ..,,.._.c,.ua ~~~,,. 

resident 
Council 267, .American Federation 
of Government Employees 

9-·--~~ 
K'.fr. Jose Rodriguez Baez 
President AFL-CIO 

Mrs Luisa Acevedo 
Local 481, UFCW 
United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 
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The White House 
1600 W. Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20500 

December 5, 2000 

To Whom it May Concern: 

~oo DEC 7 PMB: 28 

Hello, my name is Tara Przybylinski and I am hoping you could be of some assistance to me. The reason I 
am writing to you is in regards to my father, who is a Chicago Police Officer. He will be retiring on March 
1st 2001. My brother and I are trying to plan a retirement function for him. I was advised by other law 
enforcement officials to contact you in regards to guiding me in possibly obtaining a letter (with 
photograph) from President Clinton. They advised me that this may be possible, since my father was 
involved with President Clinton's Visits to the Chicagoland Area (i.e. Democratic Convention). 

My futher's full name is Robert Thomas Przybylinski. He has been on the Chicago Police Force for 
approximately 32 years (August, 1968-March, 2001). He is currently assigned to the communications 
department, where he has been for approximately 12 years. His star mnnber is #8348. 

I fully understand that the President is extremely busy with other urgent matters, especially with the 
holidays and such. However, I would greatly appreciate it if President Clinton as well as yourself could 
spare a few moments of your time to assist me in this matter. 

Iffor some reason, my request is not possible, please notify me at (630) 961-1990 (work phone-7:30 a.m.-
4:30p.m. Central) or (815) 372-9869 (home phone-evening hours). 

If you can fufi1I my request, please send the letter/photograph to my home address: 

Tara Marie Przybylinski 
13624 S. Redbud Court 
Plainfield, IL 60544 

Once again, I would like to thank both President Clinton and you in advance for any assistance you can be 
in this matter. 

Tara Marie Przybylinski 



COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND 
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

LOUIS N. MAGAZZU 
FREEHOLDER 
( 609) 696-4600 

Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Attn: Minyon Moore 

December 6, 2000 

VL4 F ACS/MILE AND FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Dear Mr. President: 

As you approach both the New Year and the end of your Presidency, let me 
congratulate you for your many accomplishments and also thank you for your service to 
the American people. 

However, the real purpose is to invite you to participate in my swearing in as the 
Director of the Cumberland County Board of Chosen Freeholders, tentatively scheduled 
for the evening of Tuesday, January 2, 200 ~-

I recognize that to invite you to such an event is presumptuous and audacious, but 
given our shared political friendships and relationships with people such as Ed Rendell 
and Jim McGreevey and my commitment to pursue and succeed in implementing the 
programs of your Administration, I do not believe that this invitation is without merit. 
With your permission, let me elaborate. 

Mr. President, although I am a few years younger than you (43), like you I trace 
my inspiration to President John F. Kennedy. My parents have told stories of me being 
glued to the television as a very young child during the Kennedy press conference. I had 
my first taste of government as the first intern of then Congressman and later 
Ambassador William J. Hughes in the 1970' s. 



President William J. Clinton 
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After several failed attempts at elected office, most notably for Congressman 
Hughes ' seat in 1994 upon his retirement (bad timing for sure), I was elected a member 
of the Cumberland County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1997 and re-elected as the top 
vote getter this year. My running mate, Donna Pearson, who was re-elected with me this 
year, made history in 1997 as the first African-American woman to be elected to the 
Freeholder Board. Although we are a 4-3 Democrat controlled Board at this time, my 
colleagues have indicated their intentions to honor me at our reorganization by electing 
me the Director, which will make me the top county wide elected official. 

I supported you and Vice President Gore in 1992 and was honored to be a 
Clinton-Gore delegate in 1996. As Harold Hodes will tell you, I chose not to be a Gore 
delegate this year so as to give others a chance, but nevertheless was on the floor in Los 
Angeles when you gave your inspiring speech. 

I have been active in the Democratic Leadership Council, an organization that you 
first chaired. Given his other obligations, I have taken over as the unofficial "point 
person" for Mayor McGreevey for the DLC in New Jersey. Upon my election as 
Freeholder Director, I will be the highest ranking DLC elected official in New Jersey. 

On a local level, I have been implementing many of the programs developed by 
your Administration. Most notably, I was the first proponent and chief architect of the 
Cumberland County Round II Empowerment Zone application and was honored to meet 
with you and Vice President Gore on several occasions since our designation in January 
of 1999. 

As the Chairman of the Cumberland Empowerment Zone Corporation, I am 
pleased to advise you that since our designation we have created nearly 1,000 new jobs 
utilizing the Empowerment Zone and welfare-to-work tax credits. The upcoming year 
looks even more promising as we will leverage $4.2 million in EZ funds with $32 million 
in private sector equity and $50 million in EZ Bonds to create another 1,000 new jobs. If 
the new Administration fully funds and continues the Empowerment Zone Program, I am 
confident that we will meet our goal of creating 6,000 new jobs over a IO-year period. 

We have exceeded both the state and national average in the welfare-to-work 
program. Nearly 60% of the families on TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families) in 1997 have moved off with adult members obtaining jobs. In real lives, this 
means that the number of families receiving temporary assistance have been reduced 
from 3,042 in 1997 to 1,191 families as ofNovember 30th of this year. 
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We are also looking to the future. In cooperation with Cisco and the California 
based Center for Digital Government, we have designated the Empowerment Zone a 
Cyberdistrict and during the next year will be conducting a skills assessment of our 
people and an assessment of our infrastructure to ascertain how our people can compete 
in the new economy. 

As we enter the twilight of your term there will be the continued discussion by the 
"pundits" of your legacy. What better way to underscore your accomplishments than by 
visiting a county that has successfully embraced so many of your initiatives? On a · 
personal level, I would be so honored in your participating in this day, which will be very 
important to me and my family . 

Although the evening of January 2nd has been tentatively scheduled for the 
swearing in we would, of course, accommodate your schedule. Logistics would not be a 
problem as we have two airports that can accommodate Air Force One as was 
demonstrated by prior visits by former President Bush and by Vice President Al Gore. 

Mr. President, if you are available and interested in attending the date and time as 
well as your specific role would be totally up to you. In sports parlance, this request 
would be considered a "long ball". I hope it is successful. 

LNM/nm 

ouisN.Magazzu 
Member 
Cumberland County Board 
Of Chosen Freeholders 



From: The Leeser Family Fax: +1 (32205)904-381-9248 To: Fax: (202)456.1210 Page 1 or 4 Thursday, December 07, 2000 10:51 P,M 

Board of Officers 

Olalr 
Joanna Kuy11'11di 

Vice Chair 
Gere! Gerhard 

Treasurer 
Julian Fant ill 

Couni.el 
Dornnicx Bozzctti 

ExecuUve Director 
Alexander LeCSCI' 

ExecuUve C'.ommltt.ee 

Richard Bell 
Nuran Direk 
Katalin Havas 
Ivan Kolev 
Wladyslav Krajewsk 
Florina Otet 

International Advisory Board 

J@cin Gaarder 

Hans van Ginkel• 
Jane Goodall• 
Prcsidert Vaclav Havel 
Prcsidert Mohammed Khatami 
Majid AJ-khoei 
Lee Teng-hui" 
Frederico Mayor 
WallyN'Dow• 
Hisashi Owada 
Giandomenico Picco• 
HRH Norodom Ranariddh• 
Karan Singh• 
Mario Soares 
Hanna Suchocxa• 
Presidert Abdurrahman Wahid"' 
• accepted 

American Commltttt• 

Thomas Berty 
Dcpak Chopra 
Bas Van Frassen 
Ashok Gangadca 
Hazel Henderson 
Richard Hurlbut 
Jitcndra Moh1111ty 
Richard Rorty 
John Searle 
Ernest Sosa 
Robert Solomon 
Bruce Stewart 
Sandra Stotsky 
Arnold Wilson 
TUWeiming 
Arthir Zajonc 

•Z-'1-00 

FIPO 
Foundation of the 
International Philosophy 
Olympiad 

7 December 2000 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20500 

fax number: 202456.1210 

Dear President Clinton, 

Cfnlil philosophus arr. kings, or tlu kings and princes of this world 
ha,,,r. tlU! spirit and powu of philosophy, and political grr.lllness and 
wisdom mr.et in om; and lhosr. commonu nabues who prusu.r. 
r.UMr to tlu aclusion of tlu otlur arr. compr.llr.d to stand a.fide, 
c/Jir..s waJ nevr.r /uzvr. rest from /hr.Ir evD.s,- no, nor thr. human 
rau, a.v I beUevr., -and tlun only waJ this our Stat,. havt'. a 
possibilily ofUft'. and hr.hold the light of day •. 

Plato 

I am sending you a selection of the letters regarding the IX International Philosophy Olympiad. There 
is poignancy in the words of the letter from Secretary-General Annan that states with great eloquence 
the urgent significance of the upcoming summit of youth. 

You will also find attached to this letter a letter that I have written to the Honorable Mikhail 
Gorbatchev. I urge you to contemplate the tremendous impact that this initiative might have on the 
future of our planet if the dialogue it envisions can be realized. Its future depends to a great extent on 
the full support and backing of the United States. 

At this stage it is imperative that I have some indication of your willingness to serve as honorary chair 
of the Olympiad and whether, or not, the proposal contained in the letter to Mr. Gorbatchev meets with 
you approval. Several world leaders are awaiting your response before they commit themselves to 
endorsing this project and making plans to attend. 

In gratitude for the noble leadership you have demonstrated during your term as our president, I shall 
eagerly await your response to this letter and shall be honored to remain, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
::~r: 
Alexander M. Leeser 
President, IX International Philosophy Olympiad 

L 32205 USA • Fax: 503,905.8566 • Phone: 904.742.7009 
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UNITED NATIONS • NATIONS UNIES 

Dear N. r. Leeser, 

"OITAL. ADDR.,s-Ao"•••r ~OST.AL~ ·. UNIT&D NATID'rfS , N, 't'. ,aan 
ca.•1-• ADD•a•.,_..Dlll.,a& T•L&G ■A~MIQUIE , UNATICIINI N&W\'OtlK 

UllCUTIVIE 0,-,..,c:IE 0,- THIE SIC .. ETMIY-GINE .. AL 

C"IIINIT DU Sl!Cltt:1'"1A£ C:ltNEltAL 

S-3840A-Tcl: (212) 963-5495 - Fax: (212) 963-1185 

5 December 2000 

[ write in reply to your recent letter to the Secretary-General asking him to lend a few 
words < f support for your efforts to organize the IX Int~mational Philosophy Olympiad in 
·Phjlade lphia in May 2001. I am pleased to attach a letter which encourages your efforts. 

~s for the prospect of the Secretary-General attending this event in Philadelphia next 
May, th is appears unlikely at this time given the calendar of official Uruted Nations meetings 
which r ~quire his presence and his already heavily-charged programme. I assume you have 
already been in contact with Mr. Giandomenico Picco, the Secretary-General's Representative 
for the] >ialogue Among Civilizations and other United Nations officials regarding their possible 
particip ttion in the programme in light of the themes of tolerance, reconciliation and global 
democr: ,cy you have recommended for the gathering, as well as incorporating the Dialogue 
Among Civilizations itself. It may be possible to provide you a written message from the 
Secreta1 y-General for presentation at the time of the event. I hope you will keep us informed of 
progres1 with your preparations well in advance so th.at a suitable message might be prepared. 

'
7 our commitment to the principles of the United Nations and your efforts to have them 

reflecte< . in the Olympiad are much appreciated. 

'Vith best wishes for the success of your programme, 

Mr. Ale> ander M. Leeser 
Presiden . 
Intern.ah, mal Philosophy Olympiad 
J aclcsom ille 

ours sincere! , . 
t ., . I 

Gillian Martin Sorensen 
Assistant Secretary-General 

for External Relations 
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EXEC OFF SEC-GEN / EXT REL la)002 

THE SE :'.:RETARV - GENERAL 

4 December 2000 

Dear Mr. Leeser, 

I am pleased to write in support of your efforts to organize the 
IX International Philosophy Olympiad in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
May 2001 . I was particularly gratified to learn that you have sought to reflect in this 
event principles and themes that are fully in concert with those of the 
United Nations, and to incorporate the Dialogue Among Civilizations endorsed by 
the United Nations General Assembly. 

There is much to be said for seizing the moment and acting on one 's 
instinctive sense of what is right and useful. The most effective action is, however, 
based on reason and careful reflection of the principles that underlie the action 
contemplated. This is an important lesson for youth to contemplate when so many of 
the ills which throat.en the well-being of people everywhere-from damage to the 
environment to armed conflict-result from unthinking actions based on instinct and 
a rejection ofreason. In the worst of these cases, calls to emotion and false 
arguments have been used to foment conflict and deny the fundamental human rights 
of individuals and groups. I applaud your initiative to encourage youth to shun facile 
thinking and engage in intellectual enquiry into the principles that form the 
foundation of tolerance, reconciliation and democracy. 

With best wishes for the success of your programme, 

Mr. Alexander M. Leeser 
President 
International Philosophy Olympiad 
Jacksonville 

Yours sincere! y, 

"' Kofi A. Annan 
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FIPO 
Foundation of the 
International Philosophy 
Olympiad 
7 December 2000 
The Honorable Mikhail Gorbatchev 
Leningradsky prospekt 
Moscow 125468 
Russia 
fox number: 7.095.9439594 

Dear Mr. Gorbatchev, 

ClnJil philasaplurs art. kings, or tht. kings and princes '!fthLr world 
luDlt. tht. spirit and pt1Wt.r of philosophy, and political grt.lllness and 
wisdom mf.d in ant, and /hast. commoner nabut..r who pursru 
f.itht.r ta Ou! aclusian of Ou! atht.r arr. compelled ta stand a.vidt, 
cilies waJ never luDlf. rt.St from lht.ir r.vlls,- no, nor lht. human 
roct, as I believ,, -and tht.n only waJ this our Stal,. lulvr. a 
pambility aflifr. and behold Ou! light of day •. 

Plala 

I am writing in regards to the IXth International Philosophy Olympiad and World Congress of Youth 
that will take place in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, next May. I think you will agree that Secretary­
General Annan has written a powerful an eloquent statement concerning the profound significance of 
this project in a letter that I have attached. Since assuming my role as president of the Olympiad this 
past year, I have tirelessly pursued a deeper understanding of the so-called world-problematique. I have 
inquired of world religious, spiritual and political leaders from around the globe in an effort to devise a 
project whereby young people might come to appreciate the gravity of the situation we face as 
inhabitants of this culturally, politically and environmentally fragile world. 

A project to engage youth on a global scale in compelling dialogue in virtue of which a grass-roots 
global movement to overthrow paradigms that threaten us with extinction is what I have undertaken to 
accomplish. 

To this end I have established a working partnership with two of the most significant programs on the 
global horizon. In May, representatives of the Earth Charter Initiative and the Dialogue Among 
Civilizations will be present to facilitate the first World Congress of Youth. The secretary general's 
office, the Toda Institute, the secretariat of the Summit of World Religious and Spiritual Leaders as 
well as a host of other eminent persons and organization.c; have all expressed enthusiastic support for 
this project to facilitate the drafting of a Declaration of Purpose by the young delegates . This statement 
will serve as a platform for an on-going webbased dialogue that will be mentored by members the 
International Advisory Board. 

The vision set-forth in your epoch making work on perestroika comprehended the fundamental 
parameters of the global state about which it is incumbent upon us to teach our young people. You call 
for a dialogue of the very genre that it is envisioned by this initiative. And you are certainly correct in 
saying that our nations bear a special responsibility to undertake this mission. 

As gesture symbolic of the antecedent historical forces that conduce to the current state of the world, I 
hereby request that you con.c;ider serving, with President Clinton, as an honorary co-chair of the youth 
summit that will hosted by the United States next year. 

I shall most obsequiously attend upon the result of your con.c;ideration of this matter, and remain, 

Sincerely, 

Draft not sent. For review only. 
Alexander M. Leeser 
President, IX International Philosophy Olympiad 

3946 .Jean Street .Jack.~onville, FL 32205 USA • Fax: 503.905.8566 • Phone: 904.742.7009 
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To: THE PRESIDENT 

From: Arthur S chl1 

Eax: 202 . 456.6703 

ecember 2000 

Dear Mr President: 

As I sat in the audience at the Kennedy Center honors last Sunday, 
I applauded the applause that greets you wherever you go these days. 
The alleged Clinton-fatigue of a couple of years back seems likely to 
give way rather soon to Clinton-nostalgia. 

In these last days in office, you confront one of the most 
delicate of presidential responsibilities -- the pardoning power . I 
take the liberty of calling your attention to a case where there 
seems to many of us a strong argument for its exercise . 

This is the case of Samuel Loring Morison, a civilian employee of 
the Navy who was convicted in 1988 under the Espionage Act of 1917 
for passing classified photographs to Jane's Defence Weekly, a 
respected English journal. Morison was sentenced to two years in 
prison and paroled after seven months because of good behavior . 

I have been interested in the Morison case for a couple of 
reasons. The less important is that he is the grandson of my teacher 
and friend, the great historian Samuel Eliot Morison. I have known 
Samuel Loring Morison as a loyal and patriotic American. He served in 
combat in Vietnam, and his motive in showing the photographs to 
Jane's. a journal for which he worked part-time with the Navy's 
approval, was to alert public opinion to a Soviet naval threat and to 
persuade Congress to increase naval appropriations. 

The more important reason is that Morison's conviction represents 
a clear and blatant abuse of the Espionage Act . Congress passed that 
act in order to stop the delivery of official secrets to foreign 
powers, not Lo stop leaks to the press. The Reagan Administration, 
failing to persuade Congress to consider an Official Secrets Act, 
sought to attain the same result by judicial ~einterpretation of the 
Espionage Act. 
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I do not think that this effort to convert the Espionage Act into 
an Official Secrets Act has been repeated. Morison stands as the only 
casualty of this flagrant abuse of the act . Not only was his motive 
patriotic but the prosecution failed to prove that he had caused any 
actual harm to national secur.ity. A presidential pardon would be a 
humane step for a decent man by removing a barrier to steady and 
gainful employment. And it would be a warning against future attempts 
to turn the Espionage Act into an Official Secrets Act. 

It is of interest to note that President Calvin Coolidge pardoned 
the remaining prisoners convicted under the Espionage Act {see 
William Allen White's A Puritan in Babylon, 262, 312). And all Samuel 
Loring Morison did was to give some inconsequential photos to a 
British defense journal. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

The President of the United States 






