

















Senator Alan Cranston
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Kerry Kennedy Cuomo
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Former Counsel to President Clinton and to
President Carter
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U.S. Senate, 1968-1987

Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza
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Conference of Catholic Bishops

Dr. John Hope Franklin
Chair, Advisory Board One America: The
President's Initiative on Race

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton
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Wade Henderson
Executive Director, Leadership Council on Civil
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Antonia Hernandez
President and General Counsel, Mexican-American
Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C.

President Emeritus, University of Notre Dame

Reverend Jesse Jackson
Civic and Political Leader; President and Founder,

Rainbow Coalition/PUSH

Fred Korematsu
Japanese American Civil Rights Leader
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Angela E. Oh
Member, Advisory Board One America: The
President’s Initiative on Race

Mario G. Obledo
President, National Coalition of Hispanic
Organiaations

Professor Robert Reich
Former U.S. Secretary of Labor

Arturo Rodriguez
President, United Farm Workers of America, AFL-
CIO

Michael Rosier

President-elect, National Bar Association

Rabbi David Saperstein
Director, Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism

The Honorable H. Lee Sarokin
Retired Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit

Stanley Sheinbaum
Economist; Founding Publisher, New Perspectives
Quarterly

Sidney Sheinberg
Former President and Chief Operating Officer of
MCA, Inc./Universal Pictures

Senator Paul Simon
U. S. Senate, 1984-1997, U.S. House of
Representatives, 1974-1984

George Soros
Philanthropist; President and Chairman of Soros
Fund Management LLC.

Barbra Streisand
President, The Streisand Foundation
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Attached for your approval is a recommendation from
Secretary Cohen to award the Medal of Honor to Airman First
Class William Pitsenbarger, who was killed in action in
Vietnam in 1966 after saving the lives of several wounded
infansrymen. The FY01 Defense Authorization bill, which you
signed on October 30, 2000, authorized you to make this
posthumous award. A citation describing Pitsenbarger’s
conduct in detail is attached. If you approve, Air Force
Secretary Whitten Peters will present the award tomorrow on
your behalf to Airman Pitsenbarger’s father in a ceremony
scheduled to be held at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Ohio, near his home (Pitsenbarger’s father is 83 and unable to
travel); your schedule would not permit you to attend the event.

NSC concurs with the recommendation.
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The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of The Cangress the Medal of Honor to

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS WILLIAM H. PITSENBARGER
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call
of duty.

Airman First Class Pitsenbarger distinguished himself by extreme valor on 11 April
1966 near Cam My, Republic of Vietnam, while assigned as a Pararescue Crew Member,
Detachment 6§, 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron. On that date, Airman
Pitsenbarger was aboard a rescue helicoptar respanding to a call for evacuation of
casualties incurred in an on-going firefight betwean eiements of the United States Army'’s 1st
Infantry Division and a sizeable enemy force approximately 35 miles east of Saigon. With
camplete disregard for personal safety, Airman Pitsenbarger volunteered to ride a hoist more
than one hundred feet through the jungle, to the ground. On the ground, he organized and
coordinated rescue efforts, cared for the wounded, prepared casualties for evacuation, and
insured that the recovery operation continued in a smooth and orderly fashion. Through his
personal efforts, the evacuation of the wounded was greatly expedited. As each of the nine
casuaities evacuated that day was recovered, Aiman Pitsenbarger refused evacuation in
order to get more wounded soidiers to safety. After several pick-ups, one of the two rescue
helicopters involved in the evacuation was struck by heavy enemy ground fire and was
forced to leave the scene for an emeargency landing. Airman Pltsenbarger stayed behind, on
the ground, to perform medical duties. Shortly thaereaftsr, the area came under sniper and
mortar fire. During a subsequent attampt to evacuate the site, American forces came under
heavy assault by a large Viet Cong force. When the enemy launched the assault, the
evacuation was called off and Aimman Piisenbarger took up arms with the besieged
infantrymen. He courageously resisted the enemy, braving intense gunfire to gather and
distribute vital ammunition to Amarican defenders. As the battle raged on, he repeatedly
exposed himseif to enemy fire to care for the wounded, pull them out of the line of fire, and
retumn fire whenever he could, during which tims, he was wounded three times. Despite his
wounds, he valiantly fought on, simuitaneousty treating as many wounded as passible. in
the vicious fighting which followed, the American forces suffered 80 percent casualties as
their perimeter was breached, and Alrman Pitsenbarger was finally fatally wounded. Airmen
Pitsenbarger exposed himsetf to almost certain death by staying on the ground, and
perished while saving the llves of wounded infantrymen. Hie bravery and determination
exemplify the higheat profassional standards and traditions of milllary service and reflect
great cradit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Air Forca.



































































































