
































THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
\WL_-U-ov
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

\ December 1, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THEMIDENT
FROM: CHUCK BRAIN
SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE WEEKLY REPORT

House of Representatives
The House was not in session this week.

Week Ahead

The House will next convene for legislative business on Monday with recorded votes after 6:00
pm. In addition to several bills under suspension of the rules, the House will consider a
Continuing Resolution and a Contempt Resolution from the Resources Committee. The full
legislative calendar has not yet been determined.

United States Senate
The Senate was not in session this week.

Week Ahead

The Senate will next convene for legislative business at 12:00 pm on Tuesday. An extension of
the Continuing Resolution will be the first order of business. At this time, however, it is unclear
whether the Senate will pass a one-day or week-long Continuing Resolution. Also on Tuesday,
the Senate will begin their organizational meetings.

Bankruptcy: Majority Leader Lott (R-MS) indicated that there may be a cloture vote on H.R.
2415, Bankruptcy Reform Legislation.

ce: The Vice President
John Podesta
Steve Ricchetti
Joel Johnson
Maria Echaveste
Karen Tramontano
Loretta Ucelli
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Indigenous International Agenda |

The Haudenosaunee (Six Nations Confederacy), as well as many other Native Nations and
organizafions, have been active in the United Nations process since 1977. Many of the early
years were dedicated to establishing the foundations for the development of standards that
would govern the relations between the Indigenous peoples and the countries where they live.
This included a document that defines and recognizes the rights and freedoms of Indigenous
peoples worldwide. The present mandate is to review and assist the States to adopt the Draft
Declaration on the Rights of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. This document was approved
by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination of Minorities in 1994. It was then endorsed by the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) in resolution [1995-32 on 25 July 1995.

At present, we are working in the Sixth Session, Commission on Human Rights, Open-Ended
Intersessional Working Group on the UN Declaration on the Rights of the World’s Indigenous
Peoples, 20 November through 1 December 2000.

I
But the United Nations Working Group process is in a virtual deadlock. The principle reason
is the failure of only a few state governments, including the United States, to agree on several
key concepts or terms. These core issues are:

“Peoples vs. People™
“Group vs. Individual Rights”, and
a major concept, “Self-Determination.”
|
In recent years more Native Nations have also begun to participate in this UN process. The
Haudenosaunee are now joined by the Navajo Nation and the Pueblo of Zuni to support the
adoption of a strong declaration for all Indigenous peoples.

Our delegations are aware of the on-going White House sponsored interagency task force on
Indigenous issues. This unit includes the United States Department of State and the
Departments of Justice and Interior. They meet periodically to study the evolving concepts as
previously outlined and their applications in international laws pertaining to Indigenous
peoples. We have followed the Task Force process and are anxious to learn of current
discussion and positions, that will affect the present Working Group meetings.

Our Native nations’ representatives continue a dialogue with the United States Department of
State delegates in Geneva and some positive discussions have occurred. However, they admit
that their instructions on policy issues come directly from Washington and they have no
latitude to make changes on an)} issues. So they also recommend our deleganons and leaders
contact the United States government at the highest possible levels to address this matter:

Haudenonsaunee
Box 319B — Hemlock Road
Via: Nedrow, NY 13120

Navajo Nation
PO Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
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