
November 28, 2000

7^ cuiuH,,,

cP*

WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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Leon and Judy Ritzenthaler 
998 Bella Vista Avenue #2 
Paradise, California 95969

CA*

Dear Leon and Judy:

Thank you for your thoughtful note. It was 
good to hear from you. Hillary and I very much 
appreciate your kind words of support, and we 
wish you all the best for the holiday season.

Sincerely,
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North Korea Could Be Next
"It would have been easy for him to say, 'Vietnam is just one of those issues I 

don't want to deal with.' But instead, he picked up the bat and swung—and hit a 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam-While his own 
constituents were caught up in a frenetic domestic drama 
over his successor, Bill Clinton returned Monday almost 
unnoticed from scoring one of the most important—and 
unexpected—successes of his presidency halfway around the 
world, in Vietnam.

Vietnam's government provided limited advance notice of his visit and terse 
coverage by state-controlled media after he arrived, yet Clinton received the kind of 
public adulation from tens of thousands normally associated with pop idols. On 
signs and in shouts for his attention, the Vietnamese clamored in ever growing 
numbers to get close to a man they called simply "Bill."

The president and his senior aides were openly taken aback by the public 
reaction, with Clinton describing various aspects of his visit as "overwhelming," 
"profoundly moving" and "astonishing."

In the process, the president set an important precedent for his successor in 21st 
century diplomacy: Constructive engagement with long-standing enemies works.

"Sanctions and trade and investment embargoes—all of those things have not 
delivered much in places like Cuba, Iran and Iraq. But as we saw in Vietnam, 
engagement has delivered. And it certainly costs less to American taxpayers than an 
embargo," said Moises Naim, editor of Foreign Policy magazine.

Over the past eight years-and despite the controversy over the president's 
position on the Vietnam War three decades earlier—the Clinton administration 
gradually but deliberately lifted the trade embargo in 1994, opened diplomatic 
relations in 1995 and negotiated a U.S.-Vietnamese trade agreement in 1999.

The thaw led Vietnam to approach Clinton exactly a year ago about becoming 
the first American president to visit Vietnam in the postwar era.

Clinton's Vietnam Visit Called 'Home Run'
Policy: Popular enthusiasm in face of Communist officials' reticence is testament 

to president's impact.
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Blunt Talk From Communist Officials
As the public turnout to see Clinton mushroomed almost by the hour, the 

leadership also took what U.S. officials considered the unusual and undiplomatic 
step of publishing a blunt admonition to the American president by Le Kha Phieu, 
secretary-general of the Communist Party, delivered in a private meeting Saturday.

"We respect the choice, the lifestyle and political systems of other nations. We in 
turn demand that other nations respect our people's choices," Phieu told Clinton, 
according to the party's official newspaper. Phieu is the hardest-line Communist in 
Vietnam's troika of leaders, which also includes the president and prime minister.

Phieu also challenged Clinton's allusion to the war era as the "painful past." 
Phieu reportedly countered: "For us, the past was the root, the foundation, the 
strength of the present and future. The result of our anti-aggression resistance was

home run right out of the park," said Thomas Vallely, a Vietnam veteran and former 
Massachusetts legislator who now heads a Harvard University development project 
in Vietnam.

The administration may be on the verge of reaping similar rewards in North 
Korea, arguably the most feared of what until recently the U.S. called "rogue states." 
Again, it has been a phased effort beginning with an agreement to dismantle a 
nuclear energy program in 1994 that might have been used to produce nuclear 
weapons.

Last month, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright became the first ranking U.S. 
official to visit Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, to discuss terms that would 
limit the North's ballistic missile program. Clinton is now considering a trip before 
he leaves office to negotiate a formal agreement.

"Even after such a short time and such limited engagement, there's been a 
diffusion of the threat. We're now less jittery about the dangers North Korea 
presents," said Naim, the editor.

Engagement is especially effective with a twist: going around the government 
directly to the people.

"Clinton had such an impact because, in the new age of global communications, 
it's easier to constructively engage society rather than its leadership," said Thomas 
Carothers, vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace in Washington.

"And that has implications for how a president uses the new global pulpit in the 
future, not only in Vietnam. It shows that there's great value when a president stands 
firmly for certain values and speaks out purposefully but is available for dialogue."

The second effect of Clinton's visit appears to be an intensified debate inside 
Vietnam about the pace and direction of change. The president left in his wake a 
Communist leadership scrambling to counter both his message and popularity.

Just hours after the president departed, an official paper published a front-page 
article Monday by Lt. Gen. Le Van Dung, chief of staff of the Vietnam People's 
Army, pledging to "crush" the threat posed by "peaceful evolution," code words for 
pro-democracy political reforms.

"Nowadays, hostile forces are fighting against us actively to sabotage socialism 
and the leading role of the Communist Party of Vietnam," he wrote in the 
Vietnamese-language People's Army.

He also warned that the military has a special duty "to give constant direction to 
the entire army and the entire people to struggle to make sure the peaceful evolution 
plots of the hostile forces fail."
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that we gained independence, reunified our country and brought our country to 
socialism. Therefore, for us, the past was not a dark, sorrowful and unhappy past."

Senior members of Clinton's entourage conceded that the United States and 
Vietnam still have serious differences over both politics and economics. Yet they 
say they are convinced that Hanoi can't back away from the relationship—nor avoid 
the consequences of inviting American business and aid organizations to visit and 
of globalization.

"Only the United States can help Vietnam evolve from a developing country over 
the next 15 years," said a ranking administration official in the entourage. "Not 
France, not Japan, not China—only the United States."

The only issues are how this Southeast Asian nation makes the required 
compromises and when, he said.

'He Got All Parties to Sit Down'
The final effect of the president's historic three-day visit was on his legacy. It 

was more than a feel-good trip for the first president to visit Vietnam since 1969, 
when Richard Nixon stopped for six hours to rally troops at the height of the war. It 
may also have closed the chapter over his own initial attempt to avoid the draft.

"Clinton has always had Vietnam somewhere in his psyche," said Vallely, the 
Vietnam vet and development project chief.

"Despite his past, he never gave up the idea that at the end of his term he was 
going to do something big with Vietnam. He did it: He got all parties to sit down, 
and he made Vietnam more comfortable with dealing with the United States. In the 
end, that will probably shape his legacy even more than his position on the war." 
Copyright 2000 Los Angeles Times
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Dear Mr. President:

With best wishes.

P. M. Condit

I want to thank you for your personal support of Boeing's F-15 fighter during 
your recent meeting with Korean President Kim Dae-Jung. Winning the fighter 
competition currently under way in Korea is very important to the Boeing 
Company and, I believe, very important to the strength of the relationship with 
this key Asian ally.

Your active support of the F-15 demonstrates once again your strong commitment 
to U.S. industry. On behalf of all of the companies who are a part of our F-15 
campaign effort in Korea, please accept our sincerest thanks. You have been an 
outstanding supporter of the aerospace industry during your term of office and we 
are most grateful for your efforts.

Philip M. Condit
Chairman
Chief Executive Officer

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, DC 20500

The Boeing Company 
P.O. Box 3707 MS 10-10 
Seattle, WA 98124-2207

ft) A)SC.-ftK_ 
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Sincerely,

cials held this weekend in 
i to continue to serve as 
latant and deeply hurtful

At a meetii 
Arizona, those in a 
Honorary Presiden 
discrimination agai

By refusin; ization that perpetuates 
homophobia, you lend your personal prestige and that of your office to this hateful prejudice. 
Indeed, it is particularly disappointing to us that you are unwilling to separate yourself from the 
Boy Scouts because the bigotry embodied in this position flagrantly contradicts the support you 
have expressed for respecting the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people to be 
treated fairly.

We therefore write to urge you as strongly as we can to acknowledge the glaring 
inconsistency between your opposition to homophobic prejudice and your position as Honorary 
President of one of the most explicitly homophobic groups in our country, and to resign the post. 
Please do not let one of your last opportunities as President to strike a blow against prejudice go 
unfulfilled.
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The Honorable Willi 
President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania A 
Washington, DC 20:

Dear Mr. President
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Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely,
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The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

At a meeting of gay, lesbian, bisexual, & transgendered officials held this weekend in 
Arizona, those in attendance expressed their sorrow at your decision to continue to serve as 
Honorary President of the Boy Scouts despite their organization’s blatant and deeply hurtful 
discrimination against us and others like us.

By refusing to step down as Honorary President of an organization that perpetuates 
homophobia, you lend your personal prestige and that of your office to this hateful prejudice. 
Indeed, it is particularly disappointing to us that you are unwilling to separate yourself from the 
Boy Scouts because the bigotry embodied in this position flagrantly contradicts the support you 
have expressed for respecting the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people to be 
treated fairly.

We therefore write to urge you as strongly as we can to acknowledge the glaring 
inconsistency between your opposition to homophobic prejudice and your position as Honorary 
President of one of the most explicitly homophobic groups in our country, and to resign the post. 
Please do not let one of your last opportunities as President to strike a blow against prejudice go 
unfulfilled.
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Dan Baker
Vice-Mayor
333 West Ocean Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90802

Steve Martin
City Councilmember
812 North Huntley Drive
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Cathy Woolard
Qty Councilmember
55 Trinity Ave, SW
Atlanta, GA 30335

Evelyn Mantilla 
State Representative
36 Charter Oak 
Hartford, CT 06106

Bill Lippert
State Representative 
2751 Baldwin Road 
Hinesburg, VT 05461

Barney Frank
U.S. Congressman
2210 Raybum Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Allan H. Spear
President
Minnesota State Senate
2429 Colfax Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55405

Ed Murray
State Representative
324 15th Avenue E, Suite 103 
Seattle, WA 98102

Bruce Williams
Mayor - Pro-tem
326 Lincoln Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Richard Gordon
President
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
570 Menlo Oaks Drive
Menlo Park, CA 94025

David Kaplan
City Councilmember
2614 South 226th, B303 
Des Moines, IA 98198

Larry Forester
Mayor - Pro-tem
2175 Cherry Avenue 
Signal Hall, CA 90806

Annise D. Parker 
City Councilmember 
P.O. Box 66513 
Houston, TX 77266

Michael Pisaturo
State Representative 
6 Winthrop Street 
Cranston, RI 02910

Jeffrey Prang
Mayor
1230 North Sweetzer Ave, #107
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Thomas Duane
State Senator
445 West 23rd Street, #7B
New York, NY 10011

Tammy Baldwin
U.S. Congresswoman
1020 Longworth House Office Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20515

Art Feltman
State Representative
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Michael R. Nelson 
Mayor
105 Fidelity Street, #A-22
Carrboro, NC 27510

Christine Kehoe 
City Councilmember
202 C Street
San Diego, CA 92101



Tim O. Mains
Gty Councilmember
31 Menlo Place 
Rochester, NY 14607

Jeremy D. Anthony 
City Commissioner
708 Washington Street
Key West, FL 33040

Philip Reed
Qty Councilmember
105 East 116th Street 
New York, NY 10029

D. Scott Dibble
State Representative
4207 Blaisdell Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Peter Schott
Advisory Neighborhood Commission
3025 Ontario Rd, NW, Apt 208 
Washington, D.C. 20009

Kevin Dowling
Qty Councilmember
1182 E Street, #410 
Hayward, CA 94541

Margo Frasier
Sheriff
1010 Lavaca Street
Austin, TX 78767

Jackie Biskupski
State Representative
753 E. Roosevelt Avenue 
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Gregory S. Pettis
Qty Councilmember
68-700 Avenida LaLo Guerrero
Cathedral City, CA 92234
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■idDear President Clinton:

mg youradministration.

With this in mind,

H.™a™ti“LDaX ' en''isi°n this Day would fall within

u humanities in America.

you.

-* «□ Rret Lady

ID:

I look forward to being able to discuss this idea with

Sincerely"^ ,

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Raymond D/Nasher 
Chairman / 
The Nasher Company

@002

*85193 PAGE: 2/3

Mil I h twru 1 l IM t .« II 11m . I

UO?’

would reflef yoX^sl?^ Mo
,hS - Culture and O.pS^n

MILLENNIUM COUNCIL
TEL NO: 214-369-5267

Stron9 cornm,tment y°u have made to the arts and humanities durii P

t/Mn— ,

pK j/uy IzJ

'T •

do

, , , - - • A National Arts and
more intensely focus the attention of the country on the
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the East Room at 10:30 a.m. on November 28.
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the designated Arts and Humanities Month of October each year 
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Dr. John Brademas, Chairman,
President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities

Ellen M. Lovell, Deputy Assistant to the President 
Advisor to the First Lady for the Millennium Program
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November 28, 2000

REF: ONE ()l THE BEST PRESIDENTS THE US HAD EVER HAD

Mr. Clinton,

AY,

REGINALD

Bhone 214-521-1

Fax 214-521-1793

REGINALD F. PITASSY
5001 BOWSER AVE. SUITE 128 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75209-6553 
PITASSY@att.net

I am proud to know you. You are not just going to sit back and get fat. You are 
going right back to work, this World should have more people like you living in it 
today. The way you got your Wife working and you too. Your the only 
PRESIDENT that I have seen do it this way. and that makes yo^jX^ 
ONE GREAT MAN.

WILLIAM CLINTON
President of the I UNITED STATES of AMERICA 

US Executive Mansion
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20006

) DO IT

TASSY
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