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Arllmr L Sclleellter
Ambhassador of the United States of America

November 8, 2000
Nassau, Bahamas

FAX: 202 --456-1210

Q] & /
Senator-Elect Hillary Rodham Clinton ‘ Q¢

WHITE HOUSE

Room 1/WW

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,

Washington, D.C. 20500 00 NUV B PHa:30
Dear Hillary:

RIGHT ON! We love you and we're proud of you.

ve,
%)

J&yce and A¥thur Schechter -_\
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President William J. Clit‘ton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington DC 20500

. November 7, 2000
Dear President Clinton:

courageous leadership that you have shownLon Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. With this in
mind, I would like to urge you to further demonbtrate your proven political leadership by using
your authority to designate, as a Nationdl MoEument, the ANWR’s coastal plain. Such a

I am writing to you on bghalf of the Gwich’ ﬁNﬁon and I wish to express my appreciation for the ‘

designation would not only allow the Gwichin to inue their own way of lifc. in all its cultural
and social aspects, but it Would also preservy the gcological balance of this Arctic environment, an
environment of rich biolpgical diversity urnmatctied anywhere in the circumpolar North. This
specific area is home to some 135 species of migratory birds and numerous mammals including
polar bears, musk ox, wolves, white Dall sheep and, of particular importance to tho Gwich’in, the
Porcupine Caribou Herd. P

ch’in|culture and lifo is inherently connected, as it is
upon the caribou they nd for food, clothing, shelter and medicine. Moreover, the Gwich’in
rely on the caribou both |socially and spiritually, jas it is when the herd is within the traditional
homelands of the Gwich’jn that ancieat ition$ are passed from one generation to thc pext.
Perhaps this can best.be anderstood when o lmcpws that the Gwich’in word for Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge means “The Sacred Plaoe W u:rc ife Bcgm:.

It is to the Porcupine Car?bou Herd that er“

To designate this area as g National Monu be to preserve it as an eternal legacy for all

our future generations: a gjft transcending time for all huraankind. To preserve the birthright of the
Gwich'in Nation is to defend their cultural and spi way of live. Furthermore, to take the bold
opportunity to perpetually| preserve this Wildlife Refuge is an opportunity in defence of life in all
its forms. [ trust that you will not hesitate|in ;'mg' this courageous initiative to preserva one
corner of our earth.
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