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November 7, 2000 

Ms. Debra Sobilf 
Assistant Chief af PxUCocul 
Department of S1ate 
Wasbtngton,, D.C. 

RE: bwilJmo,, 

PraU fpt$g,,OU1 

Dear Ms. Sduff 

I am plaued that you were able to atjoy the Sequoia last week. As you can see, 
she bas been beautifully restx:,nd and mnintaini�. 

On Oc:Mber 17, President Clinton becmne the tenth Presulcnt to ux the Sequoia. 
Shonly the,;cat\er on October 26 the Sequ.ciia hosted the Boud of Directon of the 
Musnm of American Hhl"OIY C'MAH") alon,1 with �nrith,onian Secretary I.any Small. 
MAH proposed forming a "partne:nhip'' with tha Sequoia in the context of MA.Ira new 
premdemial PD10it. 

& you Jmovr, tba former Pra\dents md FIIlt Ladies will come to Washington for 
MAH's opming of iu new presidential -ed:liMt ea Noeernhcr 16. With the Sequoia,s 
txpected "partn«ship" with the SmithS&llWUl on the D11!W praidential eicbibit, ,are thougbt 
it would be most fitting to allow the fonner Prc,siden11 and Pirst Ladies t.o use the Sequoia 
during their visit. We would graciously wclco 111c their presence ,;,n the yacbL 

Perhaps the Scq\loia would allcnv for a. more iDfi:mnal and relaxed setting for the 
nations' First Families to enjoy themselves. Prcaidelm Ford and Bush each previously 
entertained foreign lea.den on the � so_ they in familiar with her elegance. Mrs. 
Johnson even used the Sequoia for promoti!Jg the clean-up of the Potomac River, so 
perhaps she bas fond mcmoric1 of the y,I.Cbt. 

The Sequoia u owned by the Sequoia J�emiaJ Yaclrt � LLC CC«ciroup"). 
I am 100-/4 owm:.r aftbe Group_ 
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Please let me know how the Sequoia can be of service to the First Families that
have served our country so nobly.

Sincerely,

GJS/wmr

5

I

Gary J. Silveranuth 
President

Letter to Debra Schiff 
November 7,2000 
Page Two
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Date: November 1, 2000
’00 NUU 8 PM4:2b

To: President Clinton

From: James A. D’Orta, MD

Re: Proposal for AED-Cardiac Arrest Survival Act Event at BWI Airpot

Background

Event Proposal

Policy Initiatives

Release the final FAA regulations that direct all airlines to ensure access to AEDs on their aircraft. The 
regulations should also direct all airports to provide similar access.

Highlight your signing the Rural AED Access Act and your allotment of $4 million of HRSA funds to 
fund the program.

(In the radio address you directed GSA to prepare the guidelines. Your signing CASA went 
unremarked publicly in the press of pre-election business.)

And last month, in an Amtrak program at Union Station under my medical direction, a woman was 
saved with an AED recently placed there.

James A. D’Orta, m.d. 
The Watergate

600 new Hampshire Avenue, Suite 1260 
Washington, DC 20037

Mr. President, your May radio address highlighted the 350,000 annual deaths from cardiac arrest and 
your role in improving public access to life-saving AEDs. Yesterday, you signed the Cardiac Arrest 
Survival Act and the Rural AED Access Act that would speed access to AEDs in federal buildings and 
rural areas throughout the country.

Highlight your signing the Cardiac Arrest Survival Act (CASA) and the impending release of 
GSA/Surgeon General guidelines that you directed to implement CASA.

Provide funding for Amtrak purchase of additional AEDs following its successful AED pilot program.
I I - 3 '0-0

We propose that you highlight your and Townsend’s role in promoting this life-saving technology with an 
event at BWI or Union Station with the survivors, their rescuers, the device’s manufacturer, the American 
Heart Association, and the American Red Cross.

(Your signing this program has not been publicized. Wisconsin Sen. Feingold and Rep. Kind 
sponsored the program. The $4 million has been agreed to.)

Meanwhile, a Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Townsend initiative has placed AED programs in every 
airport in Maryland. BWI Airport placed over 30 AEDS 11 weeks ago. Last Thursday and Sunday, the 
first two “saves” occurred and, unlike previous victims who died, these two survivors are now home with 
their families.

(Illinois Rep. Lipinski has introduced legislation calling FAA to expand the requirements to 
airports, not just airplanes.)
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INVISIBLE NATION
MORE THAN 2 MILLION AMERICANS ARE SERVING TIME IN

FEDERAL AND STATE PRISONS. WHO ARE THEY? HOW DID

by DAN BAUMTHEY GET THERE? A PRISON CENSUS

fallen steadily since the earlT
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1980-2000
THE PRISON POPULATION QUADRUPLES

Q
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PEOPLE IN 
PRISON
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•ral pris­
oners In the U.S. and 21% of state prisoners Is 
drug-related. In many nations, low-level 
crime such as drug possession does not draw 
a prison sentence.

52% of federal drug defen­
dants In 1996 were street-lev­
el dealers or couriers.o

The United States Imprisons a __  .
centage of its population than any other na­
tion, industrialized or not, according to a re­
port by the British Home Office (the United 
Kingdom’s equivalent of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Justice). An estimated
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THE DRUG WAR’S UNEQUAL JUSTICE
Imprisoning low-level, nonviolent offenders abuse, according to Rand, a conservative 
' *------------ ----- -- . .. . .«■ . . . !COur|er$ and street deal-

r police to catch.

ORE PEOWlN PRISON THAN LIVE IN HbUstoN.

i rates stayed rnpre or less Thu 

Eighties before starting a precipi-

HERE’S A CITY IN AMERICA 

that’s not on any map, even 

though, with more than 2 mil­

lion people, it’s bigger than 

Houston. More than ninety percent of 

its residents are men, half are black, and 

in the Nineties it grew about as fast as 

San Francisco. It is made up of the 

country’s prisoners, roughly one mil­

lion of them nonviolent offenders. The 

United States now imprisons a bigger 

percentage of its population than any 

other country in the world. One in ev­

ery 137 Americans is behind bars.

It hasn’t always been this way. In 1973, 

one in 1,042 Americans was in prison, 
and the nation felt safe enough. That 

year, the National Advisory Commis­

sion on Criminal Justice Standards and 

Goals recommended that “no new insti­
tutions for adults should be built, and ex­

isting institutions for juveniles should be 

closed,” because "the prison, the refor­

matory and the jail have achieved only a 

shocking record of failure.”

But in the Eighties and Nineties, the 

prison became a favorite policy tool. 

This is not because crime was up - yio-

trty crime has 
____eanySewtSRS.

Rather, America developed an ap- 
petite for punishment. Being “tough” on 

crime has been politically essential since 

the early 1980s, when Ronald Reagan 

raised what he called "the battle flag” of 

the War on Drugs.

The first step was to broaden the def­

inition of a felony,

Io be mi s de 1 lie an o 1

DATA IS FER 100,000 OF NATIONAL POPULATION, t-10 INMATES

lisdemeanors. principal

were redefined tn the Eighties as serious, 

often federal, crimes. Police were given 

more freedom to arrest - more wiretaps, 
easier search warrants, expanded access 

to personal records. They were also giv­

en a financial incentive to make arrests; 
a series of laws, starting in 1970, let police 

seize crime-tainted assets and sell them 

to finance their own operations.
All thisswept huge numbers of people 

into the judicial systenn in cou^prose- 

cuLors were, assisted by looser rules gigv- 
idence and wielded expanded powers_to 

Toerc^co^eration. Judges meanwhile, 

lost their power to impose discretionary 

sentences: Congress and the states 

passed long lists of qjA&iato^nuiu- 

mum sentences and “truth in sentenc-
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Corp, and a dozen others.
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THE DISENFRANCHISED
Three states allow prisoners and ex-cons to vote.
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HOW THEY DIE 
Of the 3,000 inmates who died 
Jn 199B. a disproportionate 
number committed suicide or 
died of AIDS, compared to the 
general population, Florida 
had the most AIDS deaths (85), 
and Texas had the most sul- 
cides (21). Solitary confinement 
Is widely used to subdue pris­
oners, sometimes for months 
or years. The Justice Depart­
ment recently sued several 
states for permitting their 
guards to fondle and rape fe- 
male inmates.
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prisoners, must of them from New York 

City - this counts as a population shift, 

cm 'TT Coxsacfcie w.11 get a chunk 
of New York City's federal dollars. 

. «PUT*’^n^’ 3150 biB In 

1984, the U.S. Corrections Corp, won a 

contract to run a prison for the Kentucky 
epartment of Corrections, and an in-

tencing disparities - such 
as a five-year sentence for seven states... Hack, con­
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pnson are 
jnle.t

RACE: GENERAL POPULATION VS. PRISON

ovt^u "“Xmano'h I Masfurot thj

---------------------------- ----------------------------1 U S. PRISON POPULATION

SACH FIGURE • IX 

Minorities are sent to 
orison at up to thirteen 
imes the rate of whites.

i
J

oop,” says
. * ”~-•«**** w Lvrrec-

tions stadstics at the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. “The more you lock up, the 

more you release on parole, the more

jEStSS* ’* H«k men!, not able to vote

’’It men are currently

Darier of Columbia, Puerto i£o and

the Federal Bureau of Prisons, have
rarmed out some of their imprisonment

» savate prisons 
house about six percent of the U.S.

heved. Today, thiny^nesta;^,;:: the 

°" District Of Columbia P.__ 1- Oi______ .

CagmentufJliwationcombimj [nodd

ways, this prison mania is skewing the 
political process. For every four bl '

11%

“I 

9X

is fa? times larppr tl£ Ji r. ** !■■ V Corporations could run prisons more ef- 

.w„

BACH FIGURE « 5,000 INMATES | 

5oti«e an

" !■ 
»■ .1

to private companies. Private prisons 

ponneal process. For every four black XmT" °f U S-
men who would be eligible to ~w ou'/;. ? population, generating n billion 
fonBadSnov^Xe B^ 'nf T""1' fo^°7Mr ’ Corporation

Com.aXdo^±h±' COrr'CtiOn’

rv

LN°'

r" w

victs. Almost half the population of ti„v JT" ’u Pri’°n P°Pu,a'i°" is now ” 
Coxsackie, New Yorker example, iX"^ '7'""’'' «

prisoners, mnet «r»L___c____ k, P ? the form returning paro ees. LLar.. I
ClXb COUn'S “ PoPalatio'> shift.



NATIONAL AFFAIRS

i prisons, many of
if drug possession

port a bill repealing mandatory mini­

mums for drug crime. But it is no

• 124 •

■*.

up dangerous people for longer sen­

tences. They point out that crime rates 

were high in the 1960s, when imprison­
ment was low, and began to fall as the rate 

of imprisonment went up. "Though 

longer sentences may be one of the many 

contributing factors to the increased 

prison population, they also resulted in 

this decline in violent crime,” says Re­

publican Sen. Strom Thurmond of 

South Carolina, who as a member of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee has been a 

strong advocate of tougher crime laws.

Liberals tend to blame the high rate of 

imprisonment on puritan vindictive­

ness, sensationalist media and naked 

racism. Why, they ask, are we locking 

up more and more minorities when 

ever-fewer crimes are being committed? 

“We can afford to be so punitive only be­

cause the burden of our tough-on-crime 

policies does not fall on the majority but 

on a disempowered minority group,” 

writes Georgetown University law pro­
fessor David Cole in Legal Times. "Imag­

ine what the politics of crime would 

look like if one in four white male babies 

could expect to be sentenced to a year or 

more of prison time.”

A growing debate addresses the esti­
mated 1.2 million nonviolent offenders 

who crowd the nation’s prisons, many of 

whom were convicted of dnig possession 

or street-level dealing. This is an inmate 

population that costs some S24 billion a 

year to keep locked up. The prison-pack­

er that is most often questioned, even by 

the people who helped create it, is man­

datory sentencing. The infamous Rocke­

feller drug laws, for example, impose a 

mandatory minimum of fifteen years for 

possession of four ounces of a narcotic. 

“We may cast the net a little broadly 

at times,” says a Republican counsel to 

the House Crime Subcommittee, 

whose chairman, Rep. Bill McCollum 

(R-Fla.), has been a leader of the get- 

tough movement in Congress for al­

most two decades. "We’d probably say 

there should be more diversion pro­

grams [for nonviolent drug offenders], 

that they shouldn’t incarcerate for sim­

ple possession as much as they do, and 

we could probably have a very interest­

ing debate on marijuana.”

No one expects McCollum to sup­

small matter for a member of McCol­

lum’s staff to concede misgivings, and 

to break the taboo on bestowing any 

legitimacy on the marijuana debate. It 

seems possible that the public may ul­
timately decide to stop sending so 

many people to the best place to learn 

how to be a criminal: prison. O

[Cont.Jrom 45] can incarceration, at a 

time when crime rates are falling, can be 

read several ways. Conservatives argue 

that crime is down because we’re locking
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