















































Mr. Mechanic may be among the last of the U.S. political casualties of the Vietnam War. His
case is significant. Mr. Mechanic served six months on state charges for his alleged
involvement in the May 4 incident at Washington University, and was then sentenced fo five
years in federal prison for the same offense. Thus, he became the first person ever convicted
under the “Rap Brown Rider” of the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Yet, a review of the facts
in Mr. Mechanic’s case shows that his co-defendant, Mr. Larry Kogan, now a social worker in
St. Louis Missouri, who was charged with the same offense, received a 90-day sentence, three
year probation, and a $3,000 fine. Ullimatcly, President Ronald Rcagan pardoned Mr. Kogan in

1981.

You and [ both remember the political events and climate of the late 1960's and early 1970's. In
some ways, that era, which included the civil rights movement, and the anti-war movement,
played a role in our decisions to pursue public service. Those years polarized much of our
country, especially the students on America’s colleges and universities.

As you close out your presidency, I ask you to once again show your leadership and commitment
to reconciliation and forgiveness. Mr. President, the case of Howard Mechanic offers another
chance to put these divisive times behind us. I urge you to approve Howard Mechanic’s Petition
for Comunutation of Sentence. Your action will allow him to return to his family and
community, so that he may continue to champion the social agenda that you and I have worked
together on during these last eighbt years; which has been to prornote equity ‘and equality for all
Amenicans. Thank you for your consideration.

Yy
! S/
& /4
Bobby L. Rus

Member of Congress
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1bese maners may be fairly open 1 debats, But the overel] effect of public disclosures
concerning the affairs of gavernment js 1o enhancs te people’s ability 1o undesstand
what the goveinment is doing and 1o hold the government sccounmble. Apy effort o
impaaa criminal saactnns for disclosing classified information must confront the reality
that the “leak” {5 an irnporEnt insgument of copunvuicaton thar [s cmployed on a rounne
basis by afficials a1 svery level of goverament.

The laws on the books stike 3 balance—imperfest, to be sure—befwoan the public
iomests in preventing harm 10 the national security, on the ons hand, and praserving free
discussion of govarnmental affaiss, on the other. This legislation simply goes too far.
The mete fact that a doomment is classified, cven properly claszificd, does vot mean that
its disclosure will harm the national security. Over 7 million documents (nor pages) are
classuficd each year, and billicns of pages rapain classified fram past years. As the
bipardsan Commiasion on Protecting and Reducing Gavermment Secrecy nowd w 1997,
the ordinary rule for those in a posifion to classify “is smmp, samp, smmp.” That
Conunission. which was msked with proposing ways 10 seaagthen the protectian of
legidmarely classified informaton, ncver endorsed criminalizing the Jeaking of clessified
information.

Section 304 would cmpower the government effectively to silcace a broad range of

unparem: ocws reparung. Consider these subjects that came w light when classified
Informgrion was disclased 10 jouryalists:

The Penragon Papers;
Detalls of the Iran-Contra affair;
Govenment radiagon and biclogical warfare experiments on wnwitting
AIcricans;

» Safety violati@s in guclear weapons manufacturing process=s and auclear
pawer plans;

e Lapses in secunity xearing vulnerahnlity to egpiansge, such as the case of
farmer CIA ageat Edward Lee Howard;

e Wasts, fraud, and abuse i ths defense industry;

o The efficocy of particular weapons systems, such as Star Wars;

» Human rights abuses in [xfin America, Asia, and Africa

A3 tese oamples illusoae, preas leaks, even of classified infarmation, can s£Tve as a
vital squres of infarmatioa about public lsturs and the operuGon of governmerr Yet each
of these stories-cowtid-have resulted (b a criminal protacuton under Secton 304. And
despitc e assurancss from the Jegialation's sponsors, journalists themsealves may fear the
possibility of prosecunion by overzealous awthorites for aiding and abeting the release of
olaseifird information. Certainly, joumnalists could face subpocnas, scarch warrants,
mlephoos taps, 20d review of thoir phoné rvcords o ideatfy the culprit The ner effect

would be censorship and self censorship amang joumalists, sources, and whistleblowers
alike. i
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Thexe {3 no waxrant for legislation of this kind. The govermment has ample power 1o deal
with those who engage in the unmshonzed discloswre of confidential infaymarian It can
remove security clearaces and fire govemmen etaployses for mmamhorized disclosures.
It can bring criminal prosccutions under exisdng stanazes that cover particular concems,
If neaded, Congress can enact further, specific legisiadon after appropriste bearings -
legislanion thax focuses on perusular types of grave conceras rather than all classifled
mformanan.

At bortom, legislation thas erirmnalizes all disclaosures of classified information is
enathema 10 2 Symxm that plases sovereigary in the hands of the people. That, at least.
hnsbcmlbopxwuhngwewformnﬁmmndoneqmumofoumnns
cxivance. If wa are about 1o embark on 2 asw era of criminalizing all leaks, let there be
puhlic heerings and full review by thc House and Senate Judiciary Commiitees, agd let 2

well-infoomed consensus An addition to an autharizarion bl is pot the proper
mmmmge in the public’s right to kpaw.

We urge you 1o veto this bill, and we thank you for copsidering our views an this marer.

Sincerely,

= y I
Tom Johnsan Boisfeuillet Jones, Ir.
Chaizmsn and CEO Publisher and CEO
CNN : The Washiogton Post
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John F. Summ Ardar O. Sulzberger, Ir.
President and CEO Publishex, The New York Times
Newsmaper Assaciadon of America Chairmas, Tho New York Timss Company

cc: The Hooomble Jobz Podesta
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October 27, 2000

Honorable President Bill Clinton

White House ;
] o
WaShington DC G/\j E— FOvr\ \.D A

Dear President Clinton,

[ have the honor of sending you Brother Enemy: The War After the War that | wrote
on Indochina. Among other things this book tells the story of US policy dilemma
toward two comrades-turned-enemies - Vietnam and China. I will be honored if
you found time to glance through the book, especially Chapter 9 entitled *Yankee
Come Home’. Your trip to Vietnam, you will see, finally answers that call.

[ have requested to have the opportunity to interview you before or during your
historic trip to Vietnam. An interview with the first President to travel to united

Vietnam would be a great honor for someone like me who witnessed the departure
of last US helicopters from the embassy rooftop in Saigon in 1975S.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

o (ohtn [« rp
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