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' \zna and Mike Hofmann thank you for such a touching, wonderful note, which they
have framed.

n and Susan Bucknell Pogue thank you for the wonderful experience, especially
being able to talk to you and sense, in person, your vision and commitment. Susan would
love you to visit at Southern Connecticut State University.

‘\L&nn Madden has been thinking about and praying for you. He understands that
‘(«,\ Chelsea is with you this semester and knows these final days in the White House will be
1 some of your most precious days because of your time with her. He commends you on a
\% job well done as a father. Thanks for the great job you have done as President, and for
being his friend. God bless you.

@e Cari, Jr. — Your call meant so much to Rita and him. Your concemn is greatly
appreciated. They look forward to seeing you during the holidays.

'\don Means - Congratulations on the success of PNTR. Your leadership in making this = .
/‘{J“ happen will long be remembered. On behalf of all the members of TechNet, they salute
your skill, courage and tenacity in moving China toward open participation on the global

4
stage. Don was honored to thank you in person and got a kick hearing about your
collection of campaign buttons. You are a credit to your country and will be remembered

as one of the greatest leaders America has ever had.
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3. Welfare — Out-of-Wedlock Births: Last week, the Centers for Disease Control released a
report on nonmarital childbearing from 1940 to the present. While this does not contain any new
data, it does put the encouraging trends of the past few years in context -- after a period of
dramatic growth from 1940 to 1990, out-of-wedlock childbearing has leveled off or slowed its
rate of increase during the 1990s. The birth rate for unmarried women dropped | percent
between 1998 and 1999, and 6 percent since its peak in 1994. While the 1999 rate (43.9 births
per 1,000 unmarried women aged 15-44) is technically the lowest level since 1990, it is only
slightly lower than the 1997 birth rate due to an upward blip in 1998. The percent of all births
that are to unmarried women increased through the early 1990s, but has stabilized at between 32
and 33 percent since 1994. The number of unmarried births rose slightly (averaging just over |
percent per year) during the 1990s, but at a much slower rate than the average annual increase of
about 6 percent during the 80’s.

4. Education -- Report bolsters NBPTS: A report by the Center for Educational Research and
Evaluation was released this week on the value of National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards (NBPTS) certification. The statistically-based study focused on two of the 16 NBPTS
certificate areas -- Early Adolescence/English Language Arts and Middle Childhood/Generalist.
The report essentially confirms the validity of the NBPTS system as a means of assessing and
identifying accomplished teachers, and has high praise for and the quality of teachers that
undergo the national certification process. Secretary Riley will be addressing the annual NBPTS
nference on Saturday, and will read a letter from you. The new National Board Teachers will
e announced in November. It is anticipated that this new round of certification will more than
double the current level of 4,804 of National Board Certified teachers across the country.

5. Health Care -- Update on the Balanced Budget Refinement Act: On Thursday, the
Congressional Republican leadership released their Medicare / Medicaid provider and
beneficiary refinement initiative. Despite the Administration veto threat on this legislation, it
continued to include a significantly disproportionate allocation of resources towards HMO
payment increases, and an insufficient investment in longstanding beneficiary and health care
provider priorities. In fact, the legislation dedicates over a third of the $28 bilh

unstoppable at the begmmng of thls week, the Democrats’ embrace of the Administration’s Q
opposition to the current distribution of dollars has slowed the momentum towards
Congressional passage. This may enable us to negotiate a better agreement over the weekend. /§
This will only happen if the Congressional leadership chooses to engage in a meaningful
negotiation and take the position that it is in their best interests to pass a bill that is certain to
enacted. If they do, our top priorities will be to increase teaching academic health centers,
hospital, and home health payment rates, and key beneficiary improvement provisions. Such
provisions include Medicaid coverage for legal immigrant children and pregnant women, full
funding of the Ricky Ray trust fund, expanding the homebound definition for home health care
services so that individuals with disabilities do not lose their eligibility if they leave their homes,
immediate Medicare coverage of individuals with Lou Gehrig’s disease (Lois Capps’ highest
priority), funding for the Grassely-Kennedy Family Opportunity Act, which provides a new
Medicaid option for children with disabilities, and waiving cost sharing requirements for


















with tangled nets and become trapped. Entanglement is becoming an increasing threat to
the declining seal population. The Center for Marine Conservation is a sponsor of the
expedition, along with HI Sea Grant, DOC’s National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA,
DOI’s Fish and Wildlife Service, the Coast Guard, and other organizations. In 1998, six
tons of debris was collected in six days. A 29-day venture last year recovered 25 tons.

SD Tribal College Agreement: Recently USGS signed an agreement with officials of
Sinte Gleska University near Mission, SD. The agreement establishes a cooperative
framework to promote earth science careers and professional development among
students, and build relationships with the Federal government and private industry.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

New Biomass Heating Qil: On October 13, USDA reported to senior Federal energy
officials on USDA’s use of a new, biomass heating oil blend called “BS,” 5 percent of
which is composed of soybean biomass. USDA is demonstrating the new blend in a
project boiler plant that heats 12 buildings at USDA’s Beltsville, MD, Agricultural
Research Center. BS could significantly reduce the use of heating oil and create a new
secondary market for agricultural products.

Brazil Agrees to Accept U.S. Wheat: On October 17, Secretary Glickman announced

that Brazil has agreed to re-open its market to imports of U.S. hard red spring wheat and =

soft red winter wheat. In 1996, Brazil imposed import restrictions on wheat which only
allowed imports of hard red winter wheat. At that time, Brazil was purchasing roughly
760,000 tons of U.S. wheat worth about $174M per year. Brazil is expected to publish
official notification of its decision by November 15.

Food Safety Inspector Homicide Case: On October 10, it was announced that the death
penalty will be sought for the Oakland, CA-area meat-processing plant owner who is
charged with killing two Federal and one state food safety investigators during a June 21
investigation of his plant.

Commodity Markets: Dry conditions in the Central Plains and reduced production
prospects for the Australian crop sent wheat prices higher for the week. Com prices also
advanced, supported by the rise in wheat and bullish supply-and-demand projections
issued by USDA. Harvest pressure sent soybean prices tumbling. Rice cash prices held
steady, but futures advanced on reports of flooding in South and Southeast Asia. Ina
volatile week, cotton prices wound up little changed, on average. Firming beef prices
helped boost cattle. Hog prices dropped despite heavy buying activity as the weekend
approached. Broiler prices were up slightly on good retail and food service demand.
Cheese prices continued to trade below support in a very light market. Butter prices fell
modestly as cream supplies are readily available.

Cabinet Weekly Report, October 14 - 20, page 5



















































THE WHITE HOUSE O XN ED
WASHINGTON

October 21, 2000
MEMORANDUM FOR THE P ENT

FROM: ADAM ROSMAN AR

JUSTIN COLEMAN

SUBIJECT: Recent Information Items

We are forwarding the following recent information items:

%

S
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Ballentine Memo re: Update on Bioenergy Initiative — Roger updates you on
the positive progress of your Bioenergy Initiative and forwards a DOE/USDA
report, which highlights: establishment of a Biomass Research and Development
Board; enactment of the Biomass Research and Development Act that has boosted
bipartisan efforts; and extension of four biomass research grants pursuant to your
Initiative. Agencies point out that future progress will depend in part on tax
credits, phasing out MTBE, changes in the Clean Air Act to promote bioenergy
mass production, and electricity restructuring. A Strategic Plan outlining how
various agencies will pursue the goals of your Initiative is due soon.
m

Congressional Correspondence (via Kay Casstevens) — Kay forwards the
following letters: Jeff Bingaman, thanking you for your visit to New Mexico and
apologizing for not attending the event at La Fonda; Dianne Feinstein, thanking
you for your note and concem for her injury and letting you know that her
operation was a success; Bob Graham, thanking you for attending the women’s
conference in Florida, saying it meant a great deal to the Graham family and was
deeply appreciated by the conference attendees; Jim Maloney thanking you for
two great events in Danbury; Dennis Moore thanking you for your attendance
and gracious remarks at his event on Monday; and Nancy Pelosi thanking you for
convening the debt relief meeting, and saying that it will be an important part of
your legacy.

Items executed on your behalf:

Letter to North Korean Leader Kim Jon Il — In advance of Madeleine’s Sunday
moming departure for Pyongyang, on Saturday we executed on your behalf a letter
that Madeleine will hand deliver to Chairman Kim Jon Il. The letter expresses your
pleasure at meeting the Chairman’s special envoy, Jo Myong Rok, on October 10" at
the White House, and your hope that Madeleine’s visit will lead to closer ties between
our countries and enable you to accept his invitation to visit the DPRK.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE NT

FROM: ROGER BALLENTH\I%

RE: Update on Bioenergy Initiative

[ have asked the Departments of Energy and Agriculture to prepare a short summary update on
the status of your Bioenergy Initiative. I attach that summary. You will also soon be receiving,
as required by Executive Order 13134, a Strategic Plan outlining how various agencies will
pursue the goals of your Initiative.

In the first year, we have progressed on many fronts. We have established a Biomass Research
and Development Board, co-chaired by DOE and USDA and including EPA, Interior and OSTP
among others, which is overseeing the preparation of the Strategic Plan. We have opened a
National Biobased Products and Bioenergy Coordination Office, which serves as the day to day
staff operation for the Board, enhancing communication and cooperation among the agencies to
form key industry partnerships. We have also begun to form a Federal Advisory Committee on
Bioenergy and Bioproducts.

The enactment of the Biomass Research and Development Act earlier this year, chiefly
sponsored by Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), has boosted bipartisan support for our efforts. Your
Executive Order and this legislation have provided impetus to ongoing federal efforts to work
with private industry and research institutions to improve the technology. Our pragmatic focus
has been on lowering the cost of breaking down cellulosic biomass through enhanced enzymes;
demonstrating biodiesel fuel applications; improving the infrastructure and practices needed to
provide supply of agricultural residues; and other similar efforts.

We have extended four project grants this year pursuant to your Initiative. These projects focus
on 1) separating and converting corn fiber to ethanol; 2) producing power using polylactic acid
and ethanol; 3) producing fuels, chemicals and power from hog manure; and 4) using tree bark—
derived oils for adhesive applications.

The agencies involved point out that future progress in this area will depend in part on a host of
related federal policies, including tax credits, phasing out of MTBE, changes to the Clean Air
Act that encourage biomass energy production, and electricity restructuring. The
Administration’s principles on the phasing out of MTBE, for example, have laid out a clear
framework for moving forward in the bioenergy area.



These efforts have begun to show a federal focus on the potential of bioenergy and biobased
products to become a true national priority. Considering the institutional changes made within
the government, coupled with the partnerships being established with the private sector, we can
look forward to continued progress in the years ahead.

Copied to: John Podesta
Secretary Dan Glickman
Secretary Bill Richardson
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FROM VISION TO REALITY

The grand challenge: To end diseases as we know them. To provide the
leadership and impetus for the millennial transformation of biological science,
and discover the early diagnoses, the cures and the prevention of many of the
diseases that plague Americans. Understanding the genetic basis for diseases
will require the synergy of information sciences, computer sciences, engineering,
nano-technology, material sciences, physics, biology, and chemistry. Today,
there is no concerted effort to pull all these disciplines together to create the tools

and technologies to turn the promise of science into the revolution in medicine
we all anticipate.

Finding the cure to major diseases would save lives, prevent misery, and help
our economy. A major expense to business is health insurance, loss of time due
to illnesses, disability due to illnesses, and associated health care costs. By
finding the cures to major debilitating and deadly diseases, there will be
significant savings.

A tax cut gives immediate gratification, but investing in basic science and clinical
research will save lives and the economy will flourish by creating unimaginable
new products resulting in new industries and jobs, and a far better quality of life
in America. While a tax cut may lift a person’s spirits temporarily, the cure to
diseases will lift the spirits of mankind for generations to come.

The results of this effort will help all Americans, will change the course of history,
and make America both better off and better.

> The government should be the catalyst to develop the infrastructure and
provide the leadership and vision, but the energy, ingenuity, unique
marketplace vision, as well as a percentage of the funds, must come from
the private sector.
o A public/private partnership
o What is missing is an enterprise to support the development of
tools, standards, and products that will bring the promises of our
discovery engine to effecting change. To accomplish this goal
requires investment across traditionally separated disciplines, a
new approach to large scale technology research and a fluid
mechanism to link government, academia, and industry.

FROM VISION TO REALITY....CONCEPT DRAFT q
Lou Weisbach & Richard J. Boxer
September 18, 2000
























