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FROM: ROGER BALLENTIN
RE: OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES WEEKLY
Climate Change

Press, Science and Industry

In a speech in London, Ford Motor Co. Chairman Bill Ford stated that the automobile has had a
serious negative impact on the environment, and that his industry has wrongly played down the

threat from global wartning, The Independent (UK) reported (10/06). Moreover, Ford said that
climate change is the most challenging issue facing the world and that anyone who disagrees is

“in denial”. The company itself has moved on from that position, he said. However, he thinks ¢

the Kyoto Protocol would not provide deep enough cuts in greenhouse gas emissions to halt %R
global warming, and that only the marketplace, making new technology.suidely.axailgble, could

tagkle the problem. %.' 47

Ocean algae could be grown to consume atmospheric greenhouse gases, according to a study in
the journal Nature, and reported by The New York Times and others (10/12). Using iron as a
fertilizer, scientists grew algae in an otherwise lifeless area of the ocean near Antarctica. The
algae consumed hundreds of tons of carbon dioxide from the ocean’s surface waters. However,
researchers say it is too soon to start large-scale iron-seeding efforts because the experiment left
many complex ecology and chemistry questions unanswered.

Polaroid Corp. has agreed to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 25 percent in the next 10 years to
fight global warming, according to AP (10/12) and Polaroid ads in major papers this week.
Polaroid pledged to cut carbon dioxide 20 percent by 2005 and 25 percent by 2010, compared to
1994 levels. .

State and Local

To promote early action in reducing global warming, California Governor Gray Davis has signed
a bill by which the State will enable companies to measure, report, and verify greenhouse gas
emission reductions. This would potentially allow companies to claim early reduction credit if a
future federal greenhouse gas program is adopted.























































































































































































