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The President
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August 22,

Auditorium ia February to deHver the inaugural address for the Graaoff Forum. I would

l

from ihe Impnmerie Royale given by King Louis XVI of France in 1784.

representing that country’s rich cultural traditions, and often accompanied by a letter
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William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500
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foundmg of its Library. One of the highlights of this yearlong celebration is an exhibition 
of books contributed to the Library by heads of state from countries around the world. 
This exhibition commemorates one of the earliest gifts to the Library: one hundred books

OCT 06 '00 lliSVAil U OF F .-kLUxvUSi- -Fr

To date, our Library has received many signed books from abroad, each 
representing that country’s rich cultural traditions, and often accompanied by a letter 

from the head of state regarding the personal or cultural significance of this selection 
Books were requested from the 90 countries that most frequently access our Library 

through its web site.

I would be most grateful if you would choose a book to contribute to our 
celebration, The book could be a classic of American Literature, or a great work of non- 
fiction. The most important aspect, however, *ould be that the book have some personal 

significance to you.

Dear Mr. President,

The '-ampug i8 still thrilled with your appearance at our renovated Irvine

like to tell you about another exciting event at the University in which we hope you will 

participate—through the gift of an autographed book.

This year the University of Pennsylvania celebrates thalSf^Anniversary of the

cu
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cordially yours,,

Rodin

I

Judith Rodin
President

The University of Pennsylvania 
100 College Hall 

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6380

I look forward with anticipation to your response and thank you for considering 

my request.

This remarkable collection of books will be the focal point of our 250th 

Anniversary Celebratory reception and exhibition iifmid-NovembaT of this year. 

Representatives of every participating country will be invited to join us on this important 

occasion.

r < 3/

I fed confident you will agree that out u'vn country’s contribution should be 
included in this fine collection of anniversary volumes. If there are questions about this 
request or the anniversary celebration, the contact is Miss Amy Grugel, Project Liaison, 

who can be reached at 1-800-390-1829, Gifts maybe addressed to:

Among the selections we have received are a biography of Prime Minister Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier, sent by Prime Minister Jean CL'ctien of Canada along with a letter of 
congrarulations, a book from the island of Mauritius addressing their unique and diverse 
culture and personally inscribed by the Prune Minister Dr. the Honorable Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam; and the Collection Schauenberg, a splendid presentation of maps from 
Switzerland, accompanied by a personal and humorous congratulatory letter from Swiss 

President Adolf Ogi (who said he hoped not to follow too closely the career of Louis 

XVI)
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Dear Betty:

Please let me know.

Love,
io - - O O

I

Be ozoretz
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Mrs. Betty Currie
Personal Secretary to the President
The White House
West Wing
Washington, DC 20500

This will be a wonderful tribute to Nava Barak. Please ask the President if 
he would consider doing this for her.
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Dear President Clinton,

Thank you for your support.

Si .rely,

★Committee In Formation

DINNER CO-CHAIRS 
Mona Ackerman 

Mortimer B. Zuckerman

ISRAEL FRIENDS of 
RABIN MEDICAL CENTER
Nava Barak - President

DINNER COMMITTEE*
Donald Adelman
Ronit Amit
Aya Azriclant
Yaron Cohen
Bilha Fish, M.D.
Naomi Houmincr
Tammy Lieber
Judy Listanowsky
Yfa't Niv
Raquel Ramati
Tsiky Rosenthal
Seymour Rosenthal
Amira Rotem
Arlene Strelitz
Chava Topor
Shimon Topor

Anthony Bcilcnson -
Congressman (Ret.) 

Dolores Bcilcnson
Prof. Zbigniew Brzezinski 
Robert O. Copeland
Stephen Flatow, Esq. 
Joel Frankel, M.D. 
Zvi Fuks, M.D. 
Hon. Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouyc 
Hon. Jeanne J, Kirkpatrick 
Hon, Henry Kissinger 
Hon. Samuel W. Lewis 
Shaul G. Massry, M.D. 
Maestro Zubin Mehta
Halina Peabody
Raphael Recanati
Miriam Romm
Barbara Seaman 
Chris Seeger
Daniel S. Shapiro, Esq. 
Hon George P. Shultz 
Neil Simon
U.S. Senator (Ret.) Paul Simon 
U.S. Senator Arlen Specter 
Michael H. Stcinhardt 
Isaac Stem
Arlene Strelitz 
Larry E. Walker
Congressman Henry A. Waxman 
Professor Elie Wiesel
Peter Yarrow
Mortimer B. Zuckerman

JOURNAL CHAIR
Chris Seeger

RABIN MEDICAL CENTER 
Dr. Dan Oppenheim, CEO

/ /

NATIONAL AND
HONORARY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sherwood D. Goldberg, Esq. - 

President
U.S. Senator (Ret.) Howard M. 
Metzenbaum - Chairman,

Honorary Board 
Shimon Topor - Treasurer 
Annie S. Totah - Secretary 
Douglas J. Feith, Esq. -

General Counsel
Burton Lazarow -

Executive Director

All the details regarding the Dinner, the Cancer Center, and our 
organization and Medical Center, may be found in the enclosed 
invitation.

/Burton Lazan 
Executive Dir

President William J. Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20036

We are requesting these greetings from you to be included in 
our Journal to be distributed at the Dinner. We would be most 
grateful if you would be able to submit such a greeting and a 
black and white photograph by our publication deadline 
October 19.

Mrs. Barak will be the guest speaker at the Dinner and Mr. Leon 
Davidoff will be acknowledged for his family's donation which 
has made the Cancer Center a reality.

220 Fifth Ave., Suite 1301, New York, NY 10001
212-279-2522 Fax: 212-279-0179 e-mail: afrmc826@aol.com

Would you be kind enough to offer greetings to our 
Organization and its guests on the occasion of our Inaugural 
Dinner to be held in New York on Sunday, October 29th. The 
proceeds of the Dinner will equip the Bone Marrow
Transplantation Unit at the new Cancer Center to be built on the 
campus of the Hospital in Petach Tikva, Israel. It is this Medical 
Center which Hillary visited last November as the guest of Nava 
Barak.

'ecto

American Friends of Rabin Medical Center
Inaugural Dinner

Sunday, October 29"', 2000 at

Metropolitan Club, 1 East 60th Street, New York City
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Reducing Class Size
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Council of the Great City Schools 
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A Smart Way to Improve 
America’s Urban Schools
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Report Prepared by
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Manish Naik
Legislative and Research Specialist

Michael Casserly
Executive Director

Gabriela Uro
Manager of Intergovernmental Affairs
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Executive Summary

• All 32 major cities used their federal class size funds to hire new teachers.

2

• Some 42,212 urban school teachers received professional development in the 27 cities 
using federal class size reduction funds for this purpose.

• The class size reduction program is becoming an essential ingredient in the efforts by 
urban schools to reform and to accelerate student achievement.

• Federal class size reduction program is improving student achievement and is 
receiving strong teacher support (Preliminary data, like that gathered by the Fort 
Worth and Philadelphia public schools, show significant reading gains.).

• About $187.0 million of the $242.8 million received (77.0%) was spent by the 32 city 
school systems on teacher salaries and benefits.

• Urban school districts spent their federal class size monies in 2000-2001 in 
approximately the same ways as they did in 1999-2000, except for a somewhat 
greater emphasis on recruiting efforts.

• The 32 major city school systems received approximately $242.8 million in federal 
class size funds for the 2000-2001 school year.

The Council of the Great City Schools, a coalition of the nation’s largest urban public 
school systems, surveyed its membership to determine how they were using federal class 
size reduction funds in the 2000-2001 school year. Thirty-two major urban school 
systems responded. Results indicated that—

• The federal program is flexible enough to complement local and state efforts to 
reduce class sizes and to meet recruitment, hiring, and professional development 

needs.

• The 32 major cities devoted approximately $36.6 million (15.1%) of their federal 
class size aid to professional development; $10.3 million (4.2%) to recruiting 
expenses; and about 3% for administration.

• Twenty-seven cities used a portion of their federal class size reduction monies to 
provide professional development for new and veteran teachers; five cities did not use 
any of their class size reduction funds for professional development.

• Approximately 4,069 first, second, third and other grade teachers were hired in 32 of 
the nation’s largest urban school systems with second-year federal class size 
reduction funds.
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Congressional Black Caucus
of the United States Congress
319 Cannon HOB • Washington, DC 20515 • (202) 225-3315

WUCI 6 AMI i: 12
OFFICERS

October 4, 2000
?)
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Dear Mr. President:

NOT PRINTED OR MAILED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE

CBC
106th Congress

★★★★★★★★★★★★
★★★★★★★★★★★★
★★★★★★★★★★★★

Corrine Brown
Secona Vice Cnan

MEMBERS
By Seniority in the

US House of Representatives

John Conyers. Jr.. Ml 68 
William Clay. MO • 69 

Charles B. Rangel. NY • 71 
Julian C. Dixon. CA ■ 79 

Major R. Owens, NY ■ ‘83 
Edolphus Towns, NY ■ '83 

John Lewis. GA • 87 
Donald M. Payne. NJ 89 

Eleanor Holmes Norton. DC 91 
William Jefferson. LA '91 

Maxine Waters. CA • '91 
Eva Clayton, NC '92 

Sanford Bishop, GA ■ '93 
Corrine Brown, FL ■ '93 

James E. Clyburn. SC 93 
Alcee Hastings. FL ■ 93 

Earl Hillard, AL '93 
Eddie Bernice Johnson. TX 93 

Cynthia McKinney, GA '93 
Carrie Meek. FL '93 
Bobby Rush. IL ■ '93 

Robert C. Scott. VA '93 
Melvin Watt. NC 93 

Albert Wynn. MD 93 
Bennie G. Thompson. MS 93 

Chaka Fattah. PA 95 
Sheila Jackson Lee. TX - '95 
Jesse Jackson. Jr.. IL • '95 

Juanita Millender.McDonald, CA 96 
Elijah Cummings. MD ■ 96 

Julia M. Carson. IN 97
Donna Christian-Christensen. VI 97 

Danny K. Davis. IL - '97 
Harold E. Ford. Jr.. TN '97 
Carolyn Kilpatrick, Ml ■ 97 

Gregory W. Meeks. NY • '98 
Barbara Lee. CA ■ '98 

Stephanie Tubbs Jones. OH • '99

As members of the Congressional Black Caucus, we are writing to 
urge your support for the Historic Homeownership Assistance Act 
(HHAA), legislation which creates a 20 percent income tax credit to 
rehabilitate homes in historic districts. Historic preservation serves as a 
vital tool for stabilizing core urban and small town downtown 
neighborhoods. The provisions of this bill are included in Chairman 
Roth’s New Communities/Community Renewal bill.

During this new century, we should devote just as much thought 
about public policy related to revitalization of our cities, towns, villages, 
communities and inhabited landscapes as we devote to protecting the 
natural environment. Indeed, the First Lady has been a champion of this 
issue and we applaud her efforts. Historic preservation stabilizes core 
urban and small town downtowns. Preserving historic districts like the 
Claflin College Historic District in Orangeburg, South Carolina, Sweet 
Auburn in Atlanta, Georgia, the Greater U Street Historic District in the 
District of Columbia, and Freedman’s Town Historic District in Houston, 
Texas, would benefit communities across the country.

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20500

Eddie Bernice Johnson
First Vice Chair

Congress now has the opportunity to expand private investment in 
historic communities through the use of the historic homeowners tax 
credit. The National Park Service reported that 58 percent of the houses 
eligible for the credit are located in historic districts that overlap census

Elijah Cummings 
Secretary

Sheila Jackson Lee 
Whip

James E. Clyburn
Chair
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With kindest regards, we are

Sincerely.

L

f

l
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tracts with poverty rates of 20 percent or greater. This tax credit is fully 
compatible with your Administration’s efforts to bring new vitality to 
areas which have missed out on the economic boom of the 1990's, and we 
believe it is fully consistent with your Administration’s broader goals. It 
is targeted at low and moderate income neighborhoods, it will energize 
community revitalization, and it will promote homeownership. We know 
community renewal is one of your top priorities. We urge you to include 
the historic homeowners tax credit in any final community renewal 
legislation you sign into law.

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
October 4,2000
Page 2 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
October 4, 2000
Page 3

Z

/7' — -J

f

i \ 0

,'iI



.r^r v; ■ *

/O- 6-o d
r

■‘r

»

Copied 

dodes^Oi

i



. 00

By DAVID CAY JOHNSTON

tax law that
allows insurance companies to stop$

C°The loophole, disclosed in March by The 
New York Times, could cost the yrea?“^

lose money.

as
A bipartisan bill to close the loophole was

!

taken quickly to stop it.

of the Bermuda tax break.

Elje iXclu J] ork Stmcj
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2000
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is really concerned about stopping the flow 
of jobs and capital out of the country,” 

■Jn•* s— _• • .« * _ *
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Qj several insurance companies, among them

Q)

O

erty Mutual say long-established 
companies with deep reserves can­
not take advantage of the loophole 
because of other tax rules. They 
warn that if the loophole is not closed 
they will be hurt because, as compa­
nies that continue to pay income tax­
es, they will be at a competitive 
disadvantage to those that operate 
untaxed.

The loophole works this way: 
Companies that insure against fire, 
injuries on the job and other prop­
erty and casualty losses send premi­
ums collected from customers to a 
corporate parent in Bermuda and 
treat the transfer as a business ex­
pense, even though money is simply 
being shifted from one part of the 
company to another. The business 
expense gives the American subsid­
iary a deduction that wipes out tax­
able profits. And the Bermuda par­
ent can invest the premiums and not 
have to pay taxes on the investment

profits because Bermuda has no in­
come tax.

Congress does impose an excise 
tax when premium money is trans­
ferred to Bermuda, but the tax rate 
is only 1 percent The federal corpo­
rate income tax rate is 35 percent.

Two of the largest companies that 
organized in Bermuda, the ACE 
Group of Companies and X.L. Capital 
I, td., have denounced the bipartisan 
legislation as protectionist and say 
•h;.t ihe tax benefits of the Bermuda 
ime are exaggerated.

A Democratic co-sponsor of the 
bill to close the loophole. Representa­
tive Richard E. Neal of Massachu-

/«-

late last year as____
ny and is eligible to doToTwThave' 
formed an offshore reinsurer,” Mr 
S aples confirmed, “but we have no

. official, David
night, even though it did

Finance Committee, William V. Roth Jr., 
Republican of Delaware, also has told his’ 

spokeswoman, Ginny Flynn, said.^ "’ *”

By March, six companies had positioned 
themselves to move their official head­
quarters to Bermuda and operate free of

maiviauai •-----
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federal and state income taxes. Three 
1 more deals have been announced and stock 
I market analysts are praising the Bermuda 

strategy as a boon to shareholders.
W A bipartisan bill to close the loophole was

Introduced in Congress in April, but lan- 
guished until last week, when one of the six

The Hanford, Chubb, Kemper and Lib-

Continued on Page 19 /
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Q* place and that Mr. Archer rL
q concerned. The chairman of the Senate 

Finance Committee, William V. Roth Jr., 
w Republican of Delaware, also has told his 

staff to find a way to close the loophole, his 
spokeswoman, Ginny Flynn, said.

Representative Johnson said Mr. Archer 
» "understood the urgency of this matter and

► iS reallv cnncpmerl ahrvtif _ *•___

setts, expressed doubt that action 
* would be taken this year because 

Congress needed guidance from the 
Treasury on how to close the loop­
hole in a way acceptable to the White 
House. “I believe there is a wide 
consensus in the Congress that the 
Bermuda loophole is a major prob­
lem,” Mr. Neal said, "but frankly 
nothing is going to happen until 
Treasury makes up its mind on a 
solution.”

Like Senator Roth, Mr. Neal is 
worried that closing the loophole 
could lead to other problems with tax 
policy affecting global commerce. 

Mr. Archer argues that federal 
corporate tax law is driving invest­
ment and jobs out of the country and •’ 
that the only solution is to replace the ! 
corporate income tax with an entire­
ly new tax system.

This stance has led him to oppose 
ixing a variety of specific problems 
vith the tax laws. But in this case, 
iepresentative Johnson said, he is 
'orried that a stampede to Bermuda , 
i under way and action must be

White Mountains has not taken ad- 
oT^^I^ole.itschiSS 

Staples, said last 
, ------1 reorganize
a Bermuda compa-

companies that moved to Bermuda an­

nounced it was acquiring a larger insurer. 
The company, White Mountains Insurance 
Group, formerly known as Firemen’s 
Fund, is buying the property and casualty 
insurer CGU, a unit of the CGNU Group of 
London. White Mountains operates out of 
offices in Hanover, N.H., but 11 months ago 
reorganized itself as a Bermuda company. 

Later last week, the chairman of White 
Mountains, John J. Byrne, discussed the 
possibility of acquiring Safeco, a large in­
surer in Seattle. Mr. Byrne later said he 
had no plans to seek ownership of Safeco. 

After hearing that large companies like 
Safeco might suddenly try to operate un­
taxed, the chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee. Bill Archer, Republican 
of Texas, told his staff to find a way to close 
the loophole quickly, according to Repre- 
pentative Nancy Johnson, a Connecticut. 
Republican on the committee.

Mr. Archer could not be reached last 
night but aides said the meeting did take

• was deeply

Her district includes the headquar tors cf ' 
Qj several insurance companies, among them 

the Hartford, which wants the Bermuda 
[jC loophole closed. / •

Q. as much as $4 biliicn a year, equal to at»ut 
CJ 2 percent of all corporate ‘ax Payments if 

every American property and casualty tn- 
surer exploited it, according; to the Utes 
estimates circulating on Capitol Hill. It

i

1

A loophole in American

income taxes simply by opening a small 
office in Bermuda is causing deep concern 

- on Capitol Hill amid signs that a number of 
P compames are preparing to exploit it _


