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Public and Community Service
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Natural Ties: 1999 - present
As a Board Member, we work to encourage the inclusion of those labeled disabled 

throughout the country.

Today’s Chicago Woman Foundation: 2000 - present

Federation of Indian Associations: 1996 - present

Network of Indian Professionals
Former Board Member of this young Professional organization of young Indian 

Americans throughout the Country.

Care and Share, USA, Intl.

White House Advance Team: 1993 - present
Mostly site, and occasionally press, advance for the President for varyious trips in 

Chicago, as well as in Hyderabad, India in March 2000.
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SMITA N. SHAH, P.E. 
President
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• Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Master of Science Degree - 1996 '

• Northwestern University
Bachelor of Science Degree - 1994

• Harvard University- 1990, Summer

• Cambridge University- 1989, Summer
Studied English Literature and Writing

• White House, Office of the Chief of Staff- 1994, Summer
Internship. Assisted during the transition of Chief of Staff between Mack McLarty and 
Leon Panetta. Work ranged from reception to scheduling to research.

• Illinois Arts Council: 1998-2002
Appointed by Governor Edgar to Council.

• Chicago Sister Cities International Committee: 1998 - present
Serve to encourage economic and cultural exchange between Chicago and International 
Cities. Wrote and presented proposal for New Delhi- Chicago, committee in formation.

• Governor’s Commission on Women
Balancing Work and Family Workgroup, 1997 - 1998.

• Governor’s Asian Advisory Council: 1998 - present, for Governor Ryan, IL

• White House Millenium Council to Save America’s Treasures

• ASIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL, CONGRESSMAN Bobby RUSH: 1998 - present.

■ir.''’
8Sv West Jackson, Suite 250 • Chicago, Illinois 60607

Phone:312-492-8071 • Fax:312-492-8075
Mobile: 312.607.2880
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Awards and Recognition

Work Experience

1997-1999

1997

Professional Affiliations

Page 2 of2Smita Shah, Resume

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

• City of Chicago: Certificate in Recognition of Community Service, August 2000

• Federation of Indian Associations: Community Leadership Award, 1999

• United Way: Community Service Award, 1998

• Rajiv Gandhi Youth Award: Indian Community, Chitrahar, 1998

** *

• Society of Women Engineers

• National Association of Women Business Owners

• American Society of Civil Engineers

850 West Jackson, Suite 250 • Chicago, Illinois 60607 

Phone:312-492-8071 • Fax:312-492-8075

K

CONSULTING STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
GLOBETROTTERS ENGINEERING CORPORATION

Responsible for Contract Negotiation and Project Development for 80MW power project 
in Bangalore, India. Structural Engineer for Wyndham hotel concrete design. Worked 
on the Design and Analysis of structural steel framing and concrete framing and plates 

for Lakefront Millenium Park

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
SKIDMORE, OWINGS AND MERRILL
Designed and analyzed 20,000 sq.ft. Art Hall in Seoul, Korea in one month, including 
seismic and wind analyses and acoustic design. Coordinated design for Korean World 

Trade Center superstructure.

1998 - Present PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER, SPAAN TECHNOLOGY, INC.
Directs the operations and development of the firm through identifying opportumties for 
infrastructure development of information technology and program management, and 
providing the day to day management oversight and overall project and program 
leadership of the firm. This includes corporate development, contracting functions, and 

QA/QC Program for technical performance.
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Niranjan S. Shah, P.E.
Chairman

Chicago, IL 
Gary, IN 

Washington, DC

300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 U.S.A. 
Telephone: 312/922-5168
Fax: 312/922-3006
Email: niranjan.shah@gec-group.com

Globetrotters®
Engineering Corporation
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Stock Volatility /t 5 0 c-

Declines, but
So Do Prices

By FLOYD NORRIS

Low Supply of Heating Fuel
Lifts Crude Oil Prices 4.3%

She yew JJork Shnes
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2000

Crude oil for November delivery 
rose $1.34, or 4.3 percent, to $32.18 a 
barrel on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, the biggest gain Since 
Sept. 15.

Prices are still down 15 percent 
from a 10-year high of $37.80 on Sept. 
20, two days before President Clinton 
announced the release erf oil from 
national reserves.

In London, Brent crude oil for No­
vember settlement rose $1.24, or 4.2 
percent, to $31.08 a barrel on the 
International Petroleum Exchange.

Bill Richardson, the United States 
energy secretary, met yesterday 
with oil refiners, petroleum market­
ers and transportation experts to dis­
cuss ways to get more refined prod­
ucts to consumers.

“We’re getting positive informa­
tion about heating oil stocks,’’ he said 
in Washington.

Many refiners take advantage of 
periods of slow demand in the spring 
and the fall to retool and to perform 
routine maintenance work. Officials 
at the Energy Department have said 
that if refiners increase production 
this month, as they did in 1996, they 
could make more heating oil than 
usual before the weather becomes 
cold.

Heating oil for November delivery 
rose 3.49 cents, or 3.8 percent, to 96.05 
cents a gallon on the New York Mer­
cantile Exchange. Gasoline for No­
vember delivery rose 3.66 cents, or 
4.3 percent, to 88.31 cents a gallon.

of the sessions in the second quarter. 
To find evidence that Nasdaq is 

quieting down, one must look at the 
incredibly volatile days — days when 
the index rises or falls by at least 4 
percent. There was just one such day 
in the third quarter, down from 16 in 
the previous quarter, when technol­
ogy stocks were so volatile and such 
moves occurred during a quarter of 
the trading sessions.

One way to appreciate just how 
extraordinary' the second quarter 
was is to note that in the years from 
1988 through 1999, there were 15 days 
when the Nasdaq composite moved 
by at least 4 percent. That is one 
fewer than in the three months of 
April through June 2000.

The volatility trends continued 
yesterday. The S. & P. 500 was barely 
changed for the day, but the Nasdaq 
composite slumped 2.83 percent as 
many technology stocks were hurt 
by fears that profits will not continue 
to rise at the rapid pace investors 
have come to expect.

A few years ago, a 2.83 percent 
daily drop in the Nasdaq composite 

would have produced headlines. 
There were just 11 such days from 
1990 through 1997, a little more than 
one a year on average. But this is the 
32nd such day in the current year, 
and it takes a lot more than that to 
get market-watchers excited now.

By Bloomberg News

Crude oil prices rose more than 4 
percent yesterday on expectations 
that heating oil supplies at United 
States refineries, now down more 
than one-third from levels a year 
ago, will still be low when cold weath­
er spurs demand in the weeks ahead. 

Supplies are low partly because 
refiners concentrated on making 
gasoline during the peak summer 
driving season.

Extra oil from the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries was 
set to start flowing yesterday, and 
the United States is releasing 30 mil­
lion barrels of its emergency re­
serves, but it will take time for those 
supplies to reach refineries for pro­
cessing, analysts said.

“Until heating oil and gasoline 
supplies are seen rising, prices will 
be high,” said Michael Fitzpatrick, a 
trader at Fimat USA Inc. in New 
York. “We need to see ttiem in stor­
age tanks. That is tops on everyone’s 
radar screen right now.”

just ended than at any time since 
early 1998. And while the Nasdaq 
market continued to be much more 
volatile than the S. & P. 500, it was 
less so than it was earlier in 2000.

During the third quarter, in 27 
percent of market sessions, the 
S. & P. registered high volatility, 
down from a record 48 percent in the 
first quarter of this year. It was the 
lowest figure since 24 percent in the 
second quarter of 1998. And just 3 
percent of the sessions had moves of 
2 percent or more, way down from 21 
percent in the first three months of 
this year.

The Nasdaq is where the action 
has been this year, of course. And 
there, too, the action has been quieter 
than in the recent past, although it is 
still notable by long-term measures. 
It is unusual to see a day when the 
Nasdaq does not move at least 1 
percent — more than two-thirds of 
the days in the last quarter showed 
moves that sharp — but that com­
pares with an astonishing 86 percent 

Maybe peace and quiet are not things to 
be cherished in the stock market.

Stock market volatility, a matter of 
much hand-wringing over the last two 
years, has declined markedly. The trouble 
is that while volatility is down, so are stock 
prices.

Both the Standard & Poor’s 500 and the 
Nasdaq composite showed declines in the 
third quarter of this year, just as they had 
in the second quarter. It was the first 
instance of back-to-back losing perform­
ances by those indexes since 1994.

For investors in S. & P. stocks, the losses 
were relatively slight — 1.2 percent in the 
third quarter, after 2.9 percent in the sec­
ond quarter.

But the Nasdaq composite was down 7.4 
percent after having fallen 13.3 percent in 
the previous quarter.

The Dow Jones industrial average, less 
oriented to technology than the other ma­
jor indexes, eked out a 1.9 percent gain in 
the quarter, after it had declined in each of 
the first two quarters.

The S. & P. 500 index, which is now down 
2.2 percent since the end of last year, is on 
course to show its first election-year loss 
since 1960. (That was also a year when an 
incumbent vice president, Richard M. Nix­
on, sought the presidency, and he lost de­
spite his efforts to portray John F. Ken­
nedy as inexperienced.)

One way to measure stock market vola­
tility is to look at the number of big days, 
defined as days when an index ends trading 
up or down by at least 1 percent from the 
previous day.

Supervolatility days are those with 
changes of at least 2 percent

By those standards, the last quarter, as 
measured by movement in the Standard & c 
Poor’s 500, was less volatile in the quarter

3
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Congressional Dos and Don’ts

.cases

■Playoff Time

»

\

-• ''THE NEW YORK TIMES,

»
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2000

'e
school construction bonds — a cost usually borne by 
states and localities — is bottled up in both the
House and Senate. The bill would help the country’s 
school districts, including New York City, rebuild 
crumbling schools. President Clinton will need help 
from a reluctant Republican leadership.

Welfare. The Senate needs to approve a meas­
ure overwhelmingly passed by the House allowing 
welfare mothers to keep more child support pay­
ments from noncustodial fathers. Under current
law, some of these payments are used to repay state 
and federal governments for welfare payments 
made to the same mothers. The bill would put an 
extra $1 billion in their hands.

Here are several provisions the president 
should veto if Congress does not withdraw them.

Family Planning. The House is again seeking, in 
its foreign aid bill, to impose a pernicious “gag 
rule” on international groups receiving American 
aid for family planning programs. Any group that 
provides for abortions abroad or lobbies foreign 
governments on abortions — even if it uses its own 
money for those purposes — could not get American 
money for its other programs. President Clinton 
should veto any foreign aid package that contains 
this provision.

Honorariums. A mischievous provision quietly 
slipped into the Justice Department spending bill by 
Senator Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky, 
would repeal the 11-year-old ban that prevents 
federal judges from collecting fees for public ap­
pearances. If this provision, which raises the threat 
that judges might receive money from sources 
whose interests would be affected by judicial rul­
ings, is not removed on the floor or in conference, a 
presidential veto is in order.

Endangered Species. For once the Army Corps 
of Engineers, often at odds with environmental 
needs, wants to do something right. But Congress 
won’t let it. The corps is willing to change the 

combat domestic violence. A companion measure in operation of its dams to increase summertime river 
'he Senate, sponsored by Joseph Biden, a Democrat, flows in the Missouri River in order to save three 

und Orrin Hatch, a Republican, has more than 70 co- endangered species — two bird species and one fish 
sponsors. But Trent Lott, the majority leader, has species — that depend on the river. An amendment to 

, not scheduled a vote. Failure to move forward the House energy bill by Senator Christopher Bond, a 
■ would jeopardize financial assistance that has Missouri Republican, would prevent the corps from 
helped pay for the prosecution of domestic violence doing this because, Mr. Bond says, higher flows 

’-------and provided safe havens and other services would endanger barge traffic. Barge traffic is negli-
• for victims of abuse. gible during the summer. The bill containing the

Education. A bill that would enable the federal amendment passed the Senate yesterday. When it 
government to pay the interest on $25 billion in reaches Mr. Clinton’s desk, he should veto it.

I ■

There is some unusual geographical symmetry last 18, but the most discouraging statistic is this 
J attached to the baseball playoffs that begin today, one. Since a 22-9 start last spring that seemed to
■ Both New York teams open their quest for a world launch them toward a fourth world championship in 
championship in northern California. The Yankees five years, the Yankees have been a .500 ball club, 
play the Athletics tonight in Oakland. Tomorrow going 65-65. That is usually a good definition of

■ afternoon the Mets play the Giants in San Francis- baseball mediocrity. The Yankees have only two 
' co. If the Yankees and Mets prevail in these best-of- reliable starters, Andy Pettitte and Roger Clemens.
five matchups, they wiU keep alive the idea of an all- In those last seven losses, their pitchers gave up 68

■ New York subway series. If Oakland and San Fran- runs, while their hitters produced only 15.
cisco prevail, they will keep alive the idea of an all- The Mets’ pitching staff, by contrast, is deep and 

i BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) series. There are talented, and that gives them a solid chance against
> four other playoff teams with World Series ambi- a San Francisco team that compiled the best record
' tions — St. Louis and Atlanta in the National in the National League. Meanwhile, the Mets have to
J League, Seattle and Chicago in the American — but be rooting for the Cardinals against the Braves. Not
1 right now people on both coasts are dreaming big. only has the Cards’ Mark McGwire been reduced by
' The most serious obstacle to an all-New York injury to a pinch-hitting role, St. Louis also presents 
series could well be the Yankees, who finished the an easier psychological challenge than the Braves. 

• season in dismal fashion. As the Mets were winning Though the two teams were nearly even this year,
; their last five games, the Yankees were losing their Atlanta seems to have the Mets’ number when the
iast seven. The Yankees in fact dropped 15 of their teams compete for the pennant.

Congress is planning to adjourn in two weeks so 
that members can do some last-minute campaign­
ing before Election Day in November. Before it 

leaves, it ought to pass some important legislation 
’ that should not be allowed to spill over into a new 
', administration and a new Congress next year, thus 
' robbing the bills of legislative momentum. At the 
! same time, Congress should refrain from its tradi-
> tional end-of-session mischief. Here is an abbreviat-
■ ed list of good legislation that should be enacted, 
’ followed by some bad legislation that should be
■ made to vanish.

Land Conservation. The White House and Con- 
gressional negotiators reached agreement last Fri- 

i day on a plan to set aside some $12 billion over six 
' years for a range of federal and state land conser- 
vation programs. It is the most important land 

i conservation bill in many years, and deserves 
' prompt approval on the House and Senate floors. 
I Budget purists are annoyed that the money will be 
' fenced off in a special conservation account similar 
J to the Highway Trust Fund. But open space has
> been shortchanged for years, and this is a way to 
' make restitution.
J The Everglades. A bill authorizing a 20-year, 
• $7.8 billion program to rescue the South Florida 
1 ecosystem was approved last week by the Senate 
i with only one dissenting vote. The only remaining 
Obstacle is the House, where a similar measure is 
Attached to a water resources bill that is bogged 
Tdown in unrelated partisan disputes. If necessary, 
the House should pass a free-standing bill that could 

; then be melded with the Senate’s. The Everglades 
restoration measure is the result of seven years of 
work by the administration, conservationists and 

' other stakeholders, and it would be unthinkable to
■ lose it this late in the game.

Domestic Violence. By a 415-to-3 vote last week, 
the House reauthorized the Violence Against Wom- 
en Act, a 1994 law that helps states and localities
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August 29, 2000
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William Jefferson Clinton, 
The President,
United States of America, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20500.

She visited this country first in 1985. She then reentered the United States in 
July of 86 and has remained here, except for a brief period [2-16-87—6-3-87, 
approximately 108 days]. She was originally on a visitor’s visa but on 10-9-87 
transferred to a J-1 visa, which expired in June of 1994. The J-1 visa is an exchange 
visitor visa, which requires a two-year home country return, which can be waived in 
many ways. She came to Arkansas in July of 1994. The J-1 waiver was to have 
been done through the veteran’s hospital at U.A.M.S. but through a series of 
accidents, which in retrospect seem fortuitous in God’s evaluation, this did not 
happen.

3701 Confederate Blvd. 
Little Rock, AR 72206 

(501) 378-0176

I wanted to bring your attention to a certain matter or rather to a certain 
person, whom the Lord has brought our way. She is a neurologist who has been in 
this country, nigh on fourteen years. She did her basic medical training in India, 
where she also did residencies in Internal Medicine and Neurology. She is board 
certified in both these disciplines. She then did her Neurology residency [three years] 
and one year of Internal Medicine at the University of Chicago Hospitals in Chicago 
and followed this with a three-year research fellowship at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore. Here, she did bench-top laboratory research on nerve degeneration and 
on macrophages. [Macrophages are the scavenger cells or garbage collectors of the 
body and learning howto modulate their activity will have far-reaching effects on the 
treatment of disease. They would need to be up regulated and targeted in cancer 
and AIDS, while in diseases like Multiple Sclerosis they would have to be down 
regulated.] She is licensed to practice medicine in the states of Arkansas and Illinois 
and is just one credit short of being board certified in Neurology.

2^ J
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Dear Mr. President,
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—* Most of the J-1 waivers entail working for three years in a rural or 
mderprivileged area and it seems to me that she has more than paid her dues. Even 
Ihough she has not been working as a doctor in the strictest sense, she certainly has 

been a physician of the heart and of the mind. I know that she would be labeled as 
[an illegal alien but in some sense, are we not all aliens as we await our true 

citizenship in heaven? I have a sense that it is time for this embargo to lift and for her 
to work productively and fruitfully in the United States. I wonder Mr President if there 
are anything you can do to facilitate this?

At this point, I would like to bring to your attention to, something you are 
probably already well aware of. Senators Kennedy and Reid have introduced a bill, 
•the S 2407 or the change of registry date bill. This, if approved would allow all aliens 

who entered the country before January of 1986 to automatically become legal in 
January 2001.

The only goal of our lives is to achieve what St. Paul called the glorious liberty 
of the children of God, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory and this can be 
achieved only when we allow the Lord to put us to death, our pride, our self-effort, 
and those strongholds in us, which continuously plague us. We come to the end 
when we acknowledge that we, our intrinsic selves, are not worth salvaging but that 
we must needs exchange our nature for that of Christ. This may seem paradoxical, 
for are we not precious in His sight? Yes we are, but He loves us so much, that He 
will have us no less than perfect or Christ like. I am not saying that she is any where 
close to perfection but she surely is in the crucible of transformation. I believe that 
she has a heart for the under privileged and the hurting and will be used by God to 
help them. She also has a vision of holistic medicine, the comer stone of which is 
Christ, for are we not all healed by his stripes?

She has not worked for remuneration since then and it is marvelous to see 
how God has provided for her in these last six to seven years. She has been 
working or rather volunteering at a religious non-profit institution for close to three 
years now. She is there full time, working with homeless women [most of whom are 
pregnant] and children. I think that God has used this time in the desert to temper 
and to change her. She was the quintessential ivory tower intellectual but now God 
has made her like unto the ones she ministers to. You and I both know, that we can 
affect change especially that of the heart filled with hatred and bitterness and the 
welfare mentality of petulant entitlement only through Christ and that Christ can be 
made alive only through wounded healers, who are willing to live as one with those 
whom they reach out to. You cannot give from a position of superiority, from a 
height, but rather you must give from the same level.
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Sincerely, Your friend always,»

Hezekiah Stewart, Jr,.. jzekiah Stewart, Jr,
Pastor, Mt NeboA.M.E. Church

This also has a rolling date of registry for those who entered the country .after 
this date. It seems to me that this is a very valid bill and that it would allow for the 
mainstreaming of many who are even now contributing to our economy, but are in 
the shadows. To move from the general to the specific of Rachel’s case, she entered 
the country in July of 1986. Perhaps people who have professional qualifications can 
have a shorter lag time? She did leave the country for a space of 108 days, so can 
this time of documented and uninterrupted residence have a break of perhaps 120 
days? She does have the two-year return to the home country requirement but 
perhaps this bill can override this? Dear Mr President, I ask you to look into this 
matter as a personal favour to us, my wife and I.

Dear Mr. President, you have done many good things during your presidency 
and I want you to please do one more [good thing], before you leave office by helping 
my friend Rachel to become legal. Do you recall, that I told you right at the start, that 
it was God who had ordained you and that you would prevail, no matter what the 
enemy threw at you. Remember, that it was Christ who anointed you, who sustained 
you, and He it is, who will now uphold you as you prepare to leave office and enter 
into the next phase of your life. The battle will wage fiercer but by the same token, 
you will do greater exploits for the Lord. I continue to uphold you in my prayers, as 
always. It was a pleasure to serve on the Library Find Committee and I look forward 
to walking into the Presidential Library with you, one day soon.



September 28, 2000

Dear Mr. President,

j

Now is a very peculiar time for political appointees, as you well 
know, in many ways, I feel I have just begun. The VA is a place which 
grows on you. The mission and the people who work here combine to 
make being a part of this organization extraordinarily meaningful, in so 
many ways I feel I have just begun to contribute. Having said that, and I 
know this violates the basic premise of military lore, I would like to 
volunteer.

i would like to volunteer to stay, to lead this organization through 
the variety of challenges we face over the next few years. Obviously this 
decision will rest with Mr. core, but I don’t have the same relationship

Somewhere along the line I recall writing you to thank you for 
appointing me and promising to make you proud of your choice. While 
perhaps a bit self-serving, I want to share an email I received this week. 
This is the result of my making a presentation on leadership to our 
current class of up-coming middle managers, members of our Leadership 
va program. Few things have made me feel I have fulfilled my promise to 
you as this did.

William J. Clinton 
President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20050

Seems a long time ago I first wrote to you. I came across the letter 
the other day as I was organizing some files. Boy, have there been 
changes. Never in my wildest dreams would I have anticipated writing 
you on this stationary.

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON

Copied
inched/1



Now, having said all that, I ask vour advice and counsel on two issues:

1
Enclosure

j

I have a good working relationship with many of Vice President 
Core's senior staff, such as Charles Burson, David Brier, and Morley 
winograd, as well as with Peter Knight. Diane and I have also supported 
the campaign with fairly significant contributions.

- Do you think it reasonable for me to entertain the idea of 
being the va secretary in a Core Administration?

we had dinner last night with Cynthia Schneider. During the 
evenings conversation we all, that is Diane, Cynthia, and I, commiserated 
on how quickly the last eight years have passed, our consensus was also 
that the country will sorely miss you. It has been a rare privilege to serve 
with you. Thank you for the opportunity.

- if you feel it is reasonable for me to seek the position of 
Secretary, how should I proceed?

with him as you and I am a bit at a loss as to how to communicate with 
him. This presents me a small problem.



Powell, Edward A

Ned:

Back attcha!

J

Dear Ned:

This was the first person in the three sessions to be so candid as to communicate the urgency.

Mr. Powell delivered his message in a way that has challenged my view of VA and government work.

Very motivating and inspiring. We need more leaders in Washington, DC like Ned!

Excellent example of leadership and vision - in a less constrained environment. Great presentation.

Appreciated the open and honest comments regarding the future of VA. Also the open dialogue.

Numbers aside, to me, it's the participants' narrative evaluation comments which tell the real story of 
how much they appreciated you. Here's the compliments, enjoy ... and as always, if you'd like, I'll later 
cull out and summarize any constructive comments ...

Thank you again for your terrific presentation of "What Are You Doin’ Here?" to the Leadership VA 
class of 2000 on September 13 in Baltimore.

Mayer, Jim
Monday, September 25, 2000 5:31 PM
Powell, Edward A
RE: LVA's Appreciation to You

The 69 class members thoroughly enjoyed your talk. The class rated your presentation as a 4.72, on a 
scale of 1 to 5. Ned, that's a great rating!

Jim, this means more to me than you may imagine. Thank you for the opportunity to address the group. My only hope 
is they are motivated to achieve their potential and to lead this organization to the future.

The connection you made with the class of 2000 was very special for me to see - twice - 5 months 
apart... and under very different circumstances.

-—Original Message----
Powell, Edward A
Monday, September 25, 2000 5:21 PM 
Mayer, Jim
RE: LVA's Appreciation to You

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:

From: 
Sent: 
To:
Subject:

—Original Message—
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject: LVA's Appreciation to You

Powerful message at Philadelphia and here in Baltimore. Honesty that is not always heard. Encouraging to hear 

1

Mayer, Jim
Monday, September 25, 2000 5:10 PM
Powell, Edward A

I know you reached them ... take a peek at this message sent by Dr. Kurt to his to LVA 2000 
classmates ...

r
L

Ned Powell's
Request



Inspiring

Great presentation! Informative

Experienced presentation ... views of future of VA, take over DOD hospitals? - interesting

Very good. He spoke to some very provocative issues and was inspiring.

Refreshing insight with some great recommendations for getting involved.

His talk was very effective. Difficult being “first to go” in the morning!

A true leader for VA. We are lucky

Great insight. Very inspiring

Challenging speech - real eye-opener - as an organization we better shape up or else ...

The first very honest presentation with the actual status of the VA. He is to be commended for this presentation.

Very encouraging

Outstanding presentation - it was very clear that he cares and really wants VA to succeed.

I would like for Ned to be more visible to the field so everyone could be exposed to his ideas.

Appreciate the openness

Makes you think

Unusual candor (and wisdom) from a senior official.

First rate

It is great to hear such progressive thoughts. My only hope is that Mr. Powell is still around after the election.

... very passionate, caring, sincere.

2

Mr. Powell did an excellent job at making us think about our future, vision and plan. We need the kind of 
leadership he displays if we want to continue a future in “ONE VA”.

The Deputy Secretary was great in stimulating a intellectual framework for the future. Ned Powell was creative in 
his illustrations of change - he was candid, and challenge each of us to be a gent of change to better serve our 
Veterans and nation. New ideas or challenges were given as an opportunity - he was great!

Mr. Powell thanks for speaking of the positives for the future! It's comforting to know that senior leaders in VA feel 
compelled to maintain the services we provide to our veterans but, also, realize the fact that we MUST change!

» 
him speak.

This talk was much more positive. Specific examples and his willingness to be a catalyst for issues ... very 
positive.

If Ned had not been here - some leadership concepts, especially those that require political leadership, would not 
have been shared.

His presentation was open and honest. Ideas/concepts were so intellectual. Relationship of info shared was a 
“real” idea.

Excellent, thought provoking presentation.

Speaker was very honest and direct w/his comments. It is good to see this kind of quality in our leadership. And it 
was wonderful that he made time for our class in his busy schedule. Very current information.



I enjoyed this candid and frank discussion.

Very direct -1 like that

3

His comments were challenging, reassuring, encouraging. Definitely gave directions or helpful “hints” to do for the 
success of VA in the future of our role in it!

»

Very insightful



Powell, Edward A

i

Schlegelmilch, Kurt W
Monday, September 25, 2000 3:51 PM
LVA2000
Ned Powell's Request

Greetings Classmates! Yau may recall from Baltimore that Ned Powell was interested in 
hearing from a grass roots level what were the most important things to change in the YA 
system as we transition to a new President and Executive Branch. If you would like to briefly 
share your thoughts with me on this M5 Exchange message, I will compile them and forward 
them along. My plan right now would be to wrap this up by Friday. Thanks.

Kurt

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:
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Milosevic^ Worst Nightmare

if By Timothy Garton Ash

V

podeSfCfI

Belgrade and told me he really be­
lieved in the original Yugoslavia — 
that is, the Serb-dominated unitary 
kingdom that existed between the 
two world wars. (His father was an 
officer in its royal army.) It was, he 
said, or at least should have been, an 
exercise in natlon-buiMlng under a 
British-style constitutional monar­
chy. Look how the king had given his 
first son a Serbian name, his second 
a Croatian name and his third a 
Slovenian one — rather as British 
monarchs deliberately called their 
heir the Prince of Wales. Croats, 
Slovenes and Bosnians would find

that a rose-tinted view of the past.
But for today, he explained at 

great length, a new Yugoslavia need­
ed what he called asymmetric feder­
alism — with different rights and 
powers for the different component 
parts — as a solution for Kosovo, 
Montenegro and Vojvodina, and per­
haps also for the Serb republic in 
Bosnia.

Vojislav Kostunica is a very seri­
ous man. Solid. Consistent. Knowl­
edgeable and capable of sophisticat­
ed rational argument. Principled, 
too. But hardly a bundle of fun. Short 
on charisma.

Nor is he a great believer in the 
politics of the street. During the 1997 
protests, he told me that he was 

wary of the demonstrators’ cult of 
spontaneity, their belief in “the 
movement” as an end in itself. Yet 
his own future, and with it that of all 
southeastern Europe, now depends 
on his ability to lead a peaceful, 
inventive, effective movement of 
mass protest and civil disobedience.

In late 1998, we m?t in the spartan 
office of his tiny opposition party, 
the Democratic Party of Serbia. His 
talk was all of Kosovo and how Its 
future inside Serbia must be secured 
by constitutional, peaceful means. 
Ordinary, decent Serbians would be 
dismayed at what Mr. Milosevic was 
doing there, he said. In an election 
held under international supervi­
sion, Mr. Milosevic could be defeat­
ed. Fat chance, I thought.

A year later, after the war and the 
NATO bombing, which he criticized 
fiercely, the office seemed even 
more spartan and bare. This time, 
he was furious with the United 
States and Britain. TonyBlairl Rob­
in Cook! He spat out the names of 
the British prime minister and for­
eign minister with contempt. “But,” 
he added, “I know they are Hot the 
West.” The West was also Henry 
Kissinger, whom he took to be a 
critic of the Kosovo war, and Noam 
Chomsky and Harold Pinter.

So is Mr. Kostunica a “moderate 
nationalist,” as some newspapers 
are calling him? What exactly is a 
moderate nationalist? Some old Yu­
goslav hands, shocked by his strong 
support for the Bosnian and Kosovo 
Serbs, say he’s as bad as Slobodan 
Milosevic. Some even say he’s more 
deeply nationalist than Mr. Milose­
vic, the post-Communist opportun­
ist.

This is both true and completely 
false. It’s true that Mr. Kostunica 

____  ___  Oxford, England 
’W* ’’^Fojislav Kostunica is

# one of the gloomiest 
W K men I know.- This
W t may be an advan-

tage for a new presi- 
w dent of whatever re­

mains of Yugoslavia.
Even if the miracle happens and 

Slobodan Milosevic, who is denying 
that Mr. Kostunica won an absolute 
majority in the presidential election 
and insisting on a runoff, goes with­
out bloodshed, gloom will still be in 
order. A new federal republic, of 
Yugoslavia will have a ruined econ­
omy, like Romania after 1989; a 
burden of guilt, like Germany after 
1945; ubiquitous corruption, like 
Russia today; and still unresolved 
ethnic-territorial issues, like, well, 
old Yugoslavia.

Who is the man upon whom such a 
heavy burden may fall, if he be­
comes president? Large, gray-suit­
ed, quiet-spoken, painstakingly ana­
lytical, Mr. Kostunica talks more 
like an academic than a politician. 
Indeed, until 10 years ago, he was 
just that — a constitutional lawyer 
and a political scientist. Now 56, he 
h_hs been an active party politician 
only since 1989, when non-Commu- 
nist party politics became possible.

The first time we met, in 1997, 
during the last great anti-Milosevic 
demonstrations, he took me to an 
old-fashioned restaurant in central

A rival leader likes 
Kissinger and 
Harold Pinter.

*^khis is a man who is 

I ^passionate about the 
| rule of law. Who be-
| lieves in elections, in-
| stitutions, negotia-

tions. And he sees
that the only future for his country 
lies in a return to Europe.

Whether Mr. Kostunica gets a 
chance to show if he has it in him to 
become a popular leader of a peace­
ful, negotiated revolution, we shall 
see. But human beings can grow 
with a great challenge. History 
makes the most unlikely heroes. He 
may yet be one. 

Copied
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has been more seriously and consis­
tently concerned about the fate of 
the Serbian nation than Mr. Milose­
vic. In other, happier places and 
times he would be a conservative, 
romantic patriot of the kind fre­
quently encountered in the British 
Conservative Party (and they have 
some pretty rose-tinted views of the 
national past, too). In this unhappy 
place and time, he has said and done 
things he should regret: being photo­
graphed holding an automatic weap­
on among Kosovo Serbs, for exam­
ple, whatever his explanation for the 
incident is.

But I have no doubt that he is 
genuinely moderate — and what 
matters is his moderation. It is not 
just that he is supported by a coali­
tion of democrats who are less na­
tionalist than he is. He is himself, in 
his style and intellectual formation, 
profoundly committed to using civi­
lized, peaceful, constitutional 
means. And one lesson of Europe’s 
terrible 20th century is that the 
means you embrace are quite as 
important as the ends. Perhaps 
more important.

Timothy Garton Ash, a fellow at St. 
Antony’s College, Oxford, and at the 
Hoover Institution, is author of the 
forthcoming “History of the 
Present.”
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October 4, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE

FROM:

10/13-10/16 TravelRE:

See draft schedules attached.

Schedule Overview

appro

How;

Additional HRC events

On Sunday, 10/15 you depart Seattle at 10:00 am for Portland where you will attend a 

lunch for Darlene Hooley and the coordinated campaign. You then proceed to Los 
Angeles for 2 H hours of down time and the Rainbow Push Coalition Dinner.

You depart the White House at 8:00 am on Friday, 10/13 for St. Louis where you will 
attend a prescription drugs rally hosted by the AFL-CIO and a possible HRC lunch. You 

then proceed to Kansas City for a HRC reception. You then travel to Little Rock for 1 
hour of down time, a dinner for Mike Ross and your overnight.

On Monday, 10/16 you depart at 10:00 am for a State Party Brunch, a message event and 
a lunch for Gerrie Schipske. You then depart Los Angeles returning to the White House 

at approximately 11:45 pm.

On Saturday, 10/14 you depart Little Rock at 10:30 am for Denver where you will attend 

a lunch for the coordinated campaign. You then proceed to Seattle where you will have 
"“(proximately 1 hour of down time. You then attend receptions for Gary Locke and

; Inslee. You conclude the evening with a dessert for HRC at the residence of 
Howard Schultz where you remain overnight.

We explored the possibility of doing HRC events in Little Rock and Denver; however the 
campaign has informed us that they have accomplished these goals with your recent 

phone calls.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

ENT

STEPHANIE STREEJlV't-)
LAURA GRAHAM^?^



*

-<3 C

Outstanding Issues

St. Louis (10/13) 

Would you like to host a GOTV meeting in St. Louis on 10/13?

Yes No

Denver/Seattle (10/14) 

Would you like to do these events for Diana DeGette and Maria Cantwell?

Yes No

Yes

1) The coordinated campaign has requested that you host a GOTV meeting with African 

American ministers and statewide elected officials in St. Louis. This meeting would last 
approximately 1 hour, 15 minutes. Please note that should you choose to do this meeting 
you would not have any down time on this day.

2) You have been invited to attend the Human Rights Campaign Seattle Dinner at the W 
Hotel at 7:00 pm on 10/14. Since you are currently scheduled to attend 3 events on this 
evening, scheduling, political affairs and Karen Tramontane recommend that you regret 
this invitation.

1) Diana DeGette has requested that you host a 30 minute mix and mingle prior to the 
coordinated campaign lunch in Denver. Additionally Senator Daschle’s office has

receptions for Gary Locke and Mike Inslee. Should you choose to do these events it 
would require you to depart Little Rock at 9:15 am instead of 10:30 am.

/> <

Are you okay with regretting this invitation? zy
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Portland/Los Angeles (10/15)

Would you like to host an event for Cal Dooley in Los Angeles on 10/15?

''S& Yes No

Where would you prefer to overnight 01 ie evening of 10/15?

\ Burkle Residence Beverly Hilton Hotel

1) Cal Dooley has requested that you travel to Silicon Valley to host an event for him. 
Since you will be unable to travel to Silicon Valley on this trip, we discussed with him 
the possibility of doing an event in Los Angeles on 10/15 prior to the Rainbow Push 
Coalition Dinner. Please note that should you choose to add this event your down time 
will be limited to 1 hour.

2) You mentioned that you would like to spend the evening of 10/15 at the Saban 
residence. The Sabans’ are now scheduled to be out of town so their residence is no 
longer available. Since you conclude your evening at the Beverly Hilton Hotel at 10:30 
pm we recommend that you overnight at this hotel.



Transforming Education Through Information Technologies
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Dear President Clinton:

education through the introduction, use, and management of information resources and technologies in teaching.

I

broadband connectivity. As American workers are expected to compete in a global economy, it is imperative that

we

Sincerely,

cc.

www.educause.edu 1150 18th Street, NW, Suite 1010 Washington, DC 20036 202-872-4200 202-872-4318 (fax)

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D C. 20500

Chief of Staff John Podesta 
Secretary Norman Y. Mineta
Secretary Lawrence H. Summers

Brian Hawkins
President
EDUCAUSE

EDUCAUSE welcomes the Broadband Internet Access Act of 2000 as a positive step towards bridging the 
information gap in this country and ensuring that all Americans have access to a quality education. We hope this 
important legislation will receive your consideration and support.

America's higher education system has the capability to deliver courses and services to all students, regardless of 
where they reside. While EDUCAUSE supports market-based solutions and telecommunications deregulation, we 
have found the benefits appear to be restricted to the larger, urban and affluent areas. There appears to be little 
financial incentive, or no promise of return on investment, to encourage either incumbent or new 
telecommunications companies to build bandwidth into the homes and smaller institutions located in rural America 
or low-income urban communities.

On behalf of EDUCAUSE, I am writing to express our strong support for the Broadband Internet Access Act of 
2000 (S.2698 H R.4728). This technology neutral bill would contribute to our national goal of providing all 

Americans with access to the information age by creating a temporary 2-tiered tax credit for deployment of high­
speed. two-way broadband technologies to rural and low-income underserved urban areas.

EDUCAUSE

October 6, 2000

■

Last July, I testified before the Congressional Commission on Web-Based Education. As part of our 

recommendations, EDUCAUSE urged the Commission “to consider tax incentives for telecommunication 
companies to provide the necessary advanced services in those areas where service is limited so as not to deny or 
unnecessarily restrict access to remote geographical locations, smaller institutions, and disadvantaged higher 
education institutions. The Broadband Internet Access Act of 2000 coincides with our recommendations, providing 
a narrowly defined, technology neutral approach that encourages the deployment of broadband technologies to those 
most in danger of being left behind in the information age.

EDLCALSE is an international, nonprofit association whose mission is to help improve and transform higher 

learning, scholarship and institutional management. Our membership currently includes more than 1750 colleges’ 

universities, and education organizations, as well as 180 of the nation’s foremost technology companies.

Many higher education institutions, particularly those located in rural America, are unable to obtain affordable
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. S&

FROM: JANET CRISJZfCHIEF OF STAFF

SUBJECT: Request for presidential Letter

Purpose:

Background:

RECCOMENDATION:

Approve 

o cb I'etkr
Disapprove 

Attachments: Proposed letter of congratulations \J
1^0

To request a Presidential letter thanking ONDCP's Deputy Chief of Staff for his service to the 

agency.

It would be very helpful to have the letter back by noon on Thursday, October 12. I realize that 
this is a tight deadline given the upcoming holiday weekend and appreciate your support.

Lee J. Bennett, ONDCP's Deputy Chief of Staff, will be retiring from the federal government at 
the end of next week to take a position in the private sector. Director McCaffrey and I would 
like to present him with a Presidential letter thanking him for his work at ONDCP at a farewell 
reception that will take place on Friday, October 13.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY 

Washington, D.C. 20503

Enclosed is a proposed letter for your review. My staff stands ready to assist you with any 
questions you may have; the point of contact for this matter is Ryan Morse, who can be reached 

at (202) 395-6646.

That the President sign the proposed letter to Lee Bennett thanking him for his service to 

ONDCP.

v; - z

*

KIt

7-MALmEY, WHITE HOUSE STAFF SECRETARY



October 13, 2000

Dear Mr. Bennett:

Thank you for your outstanding service to this nation and to this Administration as Deputy Chief 

of Staff at the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).

You should be proud of the difference that you personally and ONDCP have made in the lives of

America's citizens. I wish you the best of luck in your new career.

assemble a first rate staff and provided leadership and support for ONDCP's most important 
efforts. Your commitment, professionalism and talent for working with people have played a 

key role in ONDCP's success.

During your time with ONDCP, this nation has made significant progress in addressing the threat 
of illegal drugs and their consequences. You played a vital role in helping Director McCaffrey

Mr. Lee J. Bennett, Jr.
Deputy Chief of Staff
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy

Executive Office of the President

Washington, DC 20503
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TO:

FROM:

DATE: October 5, 2000

FAX: 202/456-'^) o

-30-

The President
Attention: Betty Currie

Mr. Jean LaPlace
Director of Communications

/

- 5 -G O 
to Leg

cc. 5<Z7^c/g///7

U.S. Representative William Jefferson
240 Cannon * Washington, D.C. 20515,

202/225-6636 * 202/225-1988 FX

COMMENTS: Letter from Congressional Black Caucus members re: 
Frederick Douglass Human Rights Award.

THIS IS PAGE ONE OF A 3 PAGE FACSIMILE 
TRANSMISSION.
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October 4, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you.

Respectfully,

u
J -w

PfUNIL-U ON RECYCLED PAPER

We understand that the Frederick Douglass Organization hopes to present you tliis 
prestigious and historic award at a ceremony on the grounds of the Frederick Douglass home in 

Cedar Hill on the Anacostia River on a date and time convenient with your schedule. This 

affords you the opportunity to make a historic statement and secure yourself a special place in 
African American history. By traveling to the Frederick Douglass home in Cedar Hill, you will 

be the first sitting U.S. President to visit this historic site.

Congratulations on the honor of being selected as the first recipient of the Frederick 

Douglass Human Rights Award in recognition of your life-long commitment to human rights and 

African American heritage.

As members of the Congressional Black Caucus, we encourage you to set a date when the 

Congress is still in session, perhaps as early as next week in conjunction with passage of the 

Frederick Douglass National Memorial and Gardens legislation, so that we can have the 

opportunity to participate in this historic award presentation.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-1802

The President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

COMMITTEES;

WAYS AND MEANS
BUBCOMMITTH Ui 

TRADE 

HUMAN RESOURCES

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND 
POLICY COMMITTEE

WHIP AT-LARGE

WASHINGTON OFFICE;

240 Cannon House Offk> Buu i»n<; 
WMHNVraH DC KBtS -IMtt 

(2021 225 5638

LIONEL IL COLLINS. JR. 
Chief of Staff

ri|5TftlCTOl-llCt:
1012 Hau D< mum FrncnAL Building 

601 Macazini Siiarr 
NEW Olli I AN!«. IA ZU 130 

(504) 609-2274

WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON
SECOND DlSWut.l. Lihhsiana



/■
/

7

“7^

/

.z’
7

«

, 

p>
- •<___ >.?yJU

—— gS
--r

/



'irst, you’ve come up with a prescription drug reimportation scheme which I don’t think will. vv vvriiiv up vviui a pivoviipiiuu mug 1 vniipuiuaxivu oviivixiv wiiivii 1 uuil l 11111 IK Will

work. In addition, I think there will be some safety concerns. We had been working together

&

\ \JM - T£-A^ae. s aJ
IO - OO

ajl

fairly closely and I’m sorry you felt compelled to put a bill together just with Republicans. I 

don’t want to surprise you but we’re going to be fairly critical of the proposal.

-Third, the Medicare-Balance Budget Restorations appear to be going in a direction we’re we’ll 
spend too much money and give much of it to the wrong providers. I’d like to get our people 
with your’s, just as we’re doing with the Approps. bills. When do you think we can get started?

Corporation for National Service
As you know, Americorps and the Corporation for National Service has been very successful. 
Forty-nine governors have strongly endorsed the reauthorization bill which is awaiting floor 
action in the Senate. I hope that it can be passed by unanimous consent there and placed on the 
suspension calendar in the StMte.

f -
1

%

THE PRESIDE!^ gg SEEM

I’d like to raise four or five issues with you as we try to wrap things up.

-Fourth, there a couple of programs which we need to get reauthorized.

Older Americans Act
The Older Americans Act expired in 1995 and I think it is imperative that we reauthorize it now, 
while the prospects are promising. The Senate Education Committee has negotiated a strong 
bipartisan compromise and I understand that the House committee finds most of it acceptable. 
My Administration likes it and I hope we can work through the remaining issues and get it done.

-Second, with some fits and starts the approps. bills are moving. I think it’s been productive to 
have our budget team up with the Appropriators to work things out. I think it’s important that 

7 we focus on Labor-HHS next. We should be able to get this behind us next but the Cardinals 

have to be given some guidelines by the Leadership. This is the first bill you talked to me about 
' getting our people together to work out. Let’s get going on this as the next bill.
I
%
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