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Leon Thompso " 74
Swanton, VT 05488 o NI 15 Pedi82

Mr. William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States of America

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20500-0003 October 28, 1996

Mr. President:

I am a 22-year old staff writer for the "St. Albans
Messenger," a daily newspaper located in the heart of a
Northwestern Vermont town. In my sixth week on the job, I
encountered a woman who had an incredible story to tell.

The name Rosalie Lepeltier is familiar to you, I'm sure,
and she was willing to share a memory that is special to her:
the night you escorted her to the Hot Springs High School
Debutante Ball of 1964.

As you can see from the enclosed story, Rosalie has
neglected to see you as solely the Commander in Chief. She
has taken it upon herself to treat that one night in 1964 as
a special event and still remember you as, in her own words,
"Billy Clinton.” ' :

In reading this story, you will also notice that Rosalie
lives a stereotypical Vermont life; her country home is filled
with morality and intelligence, two virtues she has surely passed
along to all seven of her children.

For Rosalie, sharing her story with me gave her the chance
to unbury a cherished memory in a modest way. As the story
says, she would love to reunite with you one more time, and
the song she wrote on that first inaugural night back in 1993
is wonderful; you should hear it yourself.

For myself, speaking with Rosalie gave me the opportunity
to look at you and your position in a new light.

' While a number of journalists have tainted our reputation
by blowing you and your life out of proportion, I was fortunate
enough to indirectly experience you in a manner that allows

me to now view you as the same blood-pumping human being that

T am. If I were to meet you, I would see more than the President
of the United States, and I owe that to Rosalie Lepeltier.

I understand that you are running on a hectic schedule
right now, Mr. President, but I thought you may enjoy reading
about an old friend in any spare moment you may have. So enjoy
the story and know that Rosalie and I are thinking of you.

If you wish to respond, please write to the return address
I have provided at the opening of this letter.

Take care of yourself, and breathe after the election.

Sincerely,

o Ui

" Leon J. Thompson
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