
FOIA Number: 2006-1363-F

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 

administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff.

Collection/Record Group: 

Subgroup/Office of Origin: 

Series/Staff Member: 

Subseries:

Clinton Presidential Records

Public Liaison

Alexis Herman/Ruby Moy

OA/ID Number: 
FolderlD:

7681

Folder Title:
Folder #7 [Newspaper Clips re: Helms-Burton, July 22, 1996]

Stack:

s
Row:

30
Section:

3
Shelf:

9
Position:

1



x&cp,rd\'^
^ ■



El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton says yes, but no"
By Cynthia Corzo

The article states that President Clinton has given his support to Title III of the Helms- 
Burton Law (Libertad Law) but instituted a six month moratorium on lawsuits against foreign 
companies dealing in confiscated U S. properties. The article also goes on to mention that the 
President extended an "olive branch" to the Cuban exile community by promising to name a 
special envoy who will work to create a "serious" agenda for the movement towards democracy 
in Cuba and also work to promote support for these initiatives abroad. While companies will not 
be allowed to file suit, they may begin to prepare their cases and foreign companies will be 
expected recognize responsibility for dealing in confiscated property. The article states that the 
moratorium was enacted in the hope that companies will withdraw from their operations 
involving confiscated properties in Cuba. The administration also hopes that during this time 
they will be able to gamer international support for:

1. Increasing pressure on the Cuban regime so as to open up the system to new economic
and political ideas.

2. Lending support to forces who want change on the island.
3. Promoting industrial and economic practices that will contribute to the democratization

of the workforce in Cuba.
President Clinton indicated that in February he will decide whether to repeal the 

moratorium. If he does repeal the moratorium, Title III will take effect on Feb. 1. This decision 
was considered difficult by many experts, since it required bringing to extremes to some sort of 
common ground (Comments by George Harper, Attorney at Steel, Hector, & Davis). While Mr. 
Harper sees the decision as a slight step backwards, he says it was necessary in order to make 
a firm decision. The decision grew out of the intense pressure President Clinton encountered 
from various fronts. The most ardent forces from the important Cuban voting block in New 
Jersey and Florida; and America's European and Latin American trading partners.

Frank Calzon, representative in Washington for Freedom House, characterized the 
President's move as one of his "typical decisions which satisfies no one." In the short run, the 
compromise decision is seen as trying to calm down U.S. allies while stalling for time. But on 
the national front it is unlikely that it will silence Republican assaults. Presidential Candidate 
Bob Dole stated that the President's decision only strengthens Fidel Castro's position while 
prolonging the misery of the Cuban people. Others commented that the decision has created 
confusion which is clouding the optimism created by the establishment of Title III.

CO

The Miami Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton: No Cuba lawsuits for now."
By Christopher Marquis

The article speaks of the President's announcement to enact the Libertad Law (Title III) 
but delay lawsuits against firms that fail to liquidate their Cuban holdings till Feb. 1. Decision 
was said to be made under intense pressure from U.S. allies who wished to prevent future



lawsuits. The decision is said to be a two-pronged approach to build an international coalition 
aimed towards democracy and creating a unified international approach to dealing with Havana. 
Cuban American leaders. Republican backers, and even some Democrats decried the move as 

waffling and inadequate.
The President is said to reconsider the moratorium and review cooperation of allies after 

six months. President Clinton is quoted as saying that he believes that this is the best course of 
action achieve the isolation of the island nation, while consolidating international pressure on the 
regime, so as not to allow Castro the ability to manipulate the rift between the U.S. and its allies. 
Aides are also stated as saying that the President has promised to appoint a special envoy to 
promote U.S. aims. U.S. allies, like Helms-Burton supporters, are also said to be dissatisfied with 
the President's decision. Some, while pleased by the moratorium, promised retaliatory measures 
if the law goes into full effect in February.

Criticism of the President's decision on many fronts was fierce and mocking. Sen. Jesse 
Helms and Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart were particularly harsh in their commentary while Sen. Bob 
Graham, Reps. Bob Menendez and Robert Torricelli expressed disappointment as well. Jorge 
Mas' commentary was surprisingly supportive.

El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton decides today: Power of lawsuits necessary"
By Cynthia Corzo

Says the dilemma of the day on Tuesday, July 16th was whether or not to allow the 
lawsuits under Title III to go into effect. The decision was to be announced around mid-day and 
many of President's advisors have different opinions about what the President was going to 
decide. One unidentified source was quoted as saying that it would be a last minute decision that 
could go either way and was certain to leave someone unhappy. The article states that the 
President has been pondering the decision for some time now, even taking a documents 
containing recommendations about the issue to Camp David during a weekend visit.

White House spokesman Mike McCurry is quoted as saying that the President is trying 
to arrive at a decision on two distinct questions: 1. Determining what is in our national interest? 
and 2. What will accelerate the transition to democracy in Cuba within the limits of the law? 
Deciding on a moratorium would delay lawsuits under Title III for six months, while giving Title 
in the go-ahead allow for lawsuits as soon as August 1st. White House sources have revealed 
that the President has read extensively and consulted a variety of experts on the issue.

The article makes note that for many months Pres. Clinton opposed the Helms-Burton 
measure, but approved it in March after the downing three cesnas owned by Cuban-American 
exiles searching for rafters in the Florida Straits. The decision (Helms-Burton approval), 
according to one unidentified White House source, was made as a punitive measure against the 
Cuban government. Nothing according to the source has changed. George Harper, an expert 
on Helms-Burton from the firm of Steel Hector & Davis, believes that the president will approve 
the measure because it will be hard to demonstrate the need of a postponement in terms of 
national security and the advancement of democracy in Cuba.

The U.S. has also been put on notice by the European Union and Canada that approval 
of Title m by the President will result in subsequent retaliatory measures. Canada has even 
gone so far as to approve measures to recuperate economic harm caused by the law. According



to Mr. Harper, the central question facing the President is what kind of a message does a yes 
decision on Helms-Burton say about America's position on free trade.

El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"U.S.: We will stand firm until Cuba changes its ways."

This article is a compilation of fragments from Monday's White House Press Briefing by 
Michael McCurry. The reporter asks Mr. McCurry what the option of abstaining from applying 
Title in entails, whether the President will make the decision himself, and when? Mr. McCurry 
responds that the President Clinton has been deliberating over the decision for some time and that 
his options include a 6 month moratorium on legal action, suspension for 6 months of all 
stipulations, and suspending the power of individuals or entities to file legal motions. Malcolm 
Rifkind, British correspondent, then brought up the issue of a potential backlash from the 
European Union. Mr. McCurry responded by commenting that many U.S. allies were not in 
agreement with Helms-Burton, but he urged those who disagreed to "join us in confining Cuban 
communism to the dumpster of history."

Mr. McCurry was also questioned about signals the White House was receiving from 
allies about aislating Cuba. He commented that they had heard more complaining about Helms- 
Burton and very little action on the part of our allies to take steps to aislate the island nation. 
He also addressed the need of a united message reaching Havana and the need of help from our 
allies in delivering that message. Mr. McCurry said that the administration will stand firm until 
changes occur and the message of the benefits of capitalism and a democratic form of 
government are part of the government of the island nation.

One reporter asked whether Mr. McCurry was delivering a message that the administration 
was going to follow a hard line. Mr. McCurry seemed to agree with the assessment stating that 
Helms-Burton called for such a stance as did also the Cuban governments scandalous behavior 
in the downing of three civilian planes in February. When asked to comment on the short term 
economic interests of allies over acting correctly politically, Mr. McCurry only stated that the 
belief of the administration is that what is correct politically and economically is the liberation 
of Cuban people. That is the policy the White House is said to be following. When asked about 
the economic hardship of the islanders, Mr. McCurry placed the blame squarely on the shoulder 
of the politics of Fidel Castro and his totalitarian economy.

Office of Congressman Bob Menendez 
Washington, D.C.
"Congressman Bob Menendez strongly criticizes President for 'Walking away from 
democracy in Cuba' by suspending Title 111 of the Libertad Act."

Congressman Menendez criticized the President's action stating that the President has 
delayed the best chance to apply economic pressure to the Castro regime. With his approval of 
Title in, Mr. Menendez said that President Clinton "created standing and irreversible rights for
U.S. citizens, and started the clock running on........foreign companies invested in stolen
property.. ." Congressmen Menendez was concerned that the President was sending the wrong 
message emphasizing economics over democracy and profits before human rights. He also stated 
that "the decision puts the seal of approval of the U.S. government on profiteering of stolen



American property. Mr. Menendez went on to say that Title III is a powerful tool that can create 
meaningful disincentives and that the administration has prevented us from employing it for 6 
months. He claims that the President's advisors have convinced him to suspend rights in the false 
hope that he can accomplish in this brief time what hasn't been accomplished in 37 years.

Diario de las Americas 
Miami, FL
"Clinton postpones the implementation of Title HI"
By Ariel Remos

The article announces President Clinton's decision to suspend the right to file a lawsuits 
according to the provisions of Title in in the Helms-Burton Law. It states that the President has 
taken this course of action in hopes of establishing better support for U.S. initiatives towards 
Cuba among allies. While the President suspended the rights to file suit, he did serve notice to 
companies trafficking in stolen property, that if they took part in the use or exchange of U.S. 
stolen property they would be held responsible for their actions in U.S. courts. Hopefully this 
warning will serve as a deterrent to firms who are investing in Cuba. The article closes by 
mentioning that the President will review the moratorium in six months.

Diario de las Americas 
Miami, FL
"Clinton victim of manipulation, according to Diaz-Balart"
By Ariel Remos

President Clinton is portrayed in the article as having made a no-decision. Congressman 
Lincoln Dlaz-Balart denounced the cynicism of the President in trying to confuse the American 
public with this decision. Diaz-Balart accused Clinton of denying Americans their right to file 
lawsuits and recover property illegally confiscated by the tyrannical Castro regime. The article 
ends with a quote from the congressman which states that once again President Clinton has 
allowed himself to be manipulated by hand of external pressures while forsaking the national 
interest.
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SI, pero no
Da luz verde al Articulo III, 

peio con moratoria de sds meses
P« CYNTHIA coazo Madera is SI NuM Herald

Sf pero todavia no.
Sin satisfaoer a enemigos ni amigos 

de la Ley Helms—^Buxton, d presidente 
Bill Ointon otoi|6 el martes a los ciuda- 
danos estadouiudenses d derecho a 
demandar a las eompafifas extraideras 
que comercien con sus propiedades con- 
fiscadas en Cuba.

Pero las demandas no pueden ser pre- 
sentadas hasta &brero ... si entonces 
Clinton considers apropiado lev an tar la 
moratoria.

“Ha Uegado la bora de que nuestros 
aliados y amigos hagan se unan a 
nosotroa en tomar pasos coscretos para 
promover la democracia en Cuba”, dyo 
Clinton desde la Casa Blanca. “Por eso 
hoy anuncio un csrso de aeddn sobre el 
Articulo III de la de Libertad para
alentar a nuestros aliados a trabajar con 
losotros V acelerar el cambio en Cuba”. 

Ademas, el gobiemo de Qinton ten>
did una rama de olivo a loa exiliados 
cubanos v se comprometid a nombrar 
un enviado especial, quese encargara de 
conseguir apoyo multinacional de los 
aliados para establecer una “agenda 
leria” a favor de la democrada en Cuba.

“Seri una persona promincnie y crei- 
ble tanto en Estados unidos como inter- 
nacionalmente, v aguardamos una 
pronta d^idn sobre quidn seci esa per­
sona”, dijo Peter TamofT, subsecretario 
de Asuntos Lgtinoamericanos del 
Depaitamenio de Estada

A pesar de la moratoria en la presen- 
tacidn de demandas. durante ios prdxi-

Amritfed Pres;Bill Qinton dQo qne los amigos de 
Estados UnidM ahon *tendAn fnertes 

incentivos* pan ayndar a tograr 
*progresos reaks* en Cuba.

mos seis meses, las compallfas extranje> 
ras tendrin que asumir responsabilidad 
por ocupar propiedades eonfiscadas en 
la isla, y los reelamantes podrin contra’ 
tar abogados y prepanr sus casos.

Como parte de la puesta en vigor de 
la mencionada cUusula. llamada ticni-

Vfil LEYHILMS-IURTON. U
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AltlCUlO
III, la Casa Blanca utilizui tam> 
bito d plazo pan tnbqar ardua- 
mente en busca da apoyo intema* 
donal a iina sene de pasos 
eoncebidos para promover la 
democncU en Cuba;

■ Aumentar la pKsidn sobre 
Cuba a flavor da apcAuni politi­
cal y econdmicas.

■ Appyar las fbcceas qua bus- 
can cafflbios deutro de la isla.

■ Retener la ayuda cxtranjera 
a Cuba.

■ Promover pideticas empre- 
uiiales qua contriboyan a demo- 
entizar la fueiza laboral en 
Cuba.

Sesdn Clinton, loa amiaos de 
Estados Unidos '^tcsdidn fuertea 
ineantivos** para ayudar a lograr 
‘^procesos reales’* cn Cuba, por- 
que *^n d Artfcuio III cn vigor, 
la reaponsabtlidad quedazi esta- 
blecida irfevarsiblemente 
durante d periodo de suspen- 
tidn, y las demandas podiian ler 
introduddas inmedi«tamcDte si 
la suspensidn es levantada”.

Cliaton sefiald que en ftbrero 
deddiri si conviene poner fin a 
la mocatoria, y afinnd que su 
detenninacidn depcadeid da la 
actitud que adoptea kN aliados 
de Estados Unidos durantt este 

.peiiodo de sds meies.
De eonduir la moratoria, las 

demandas comenzarin a tomar 
su curso d Iro. de fabrero con 
todo d peso de la ley.

La dedsida, oonsiderada dificil 
por expeitos y asesorea president 
dales, es UB cafiietzo por logiar d 
oompromiso entra dos ortremoa.

"ucontrd la dnica opcida que 
puede consideraru una specie 
de compFOmiso”, dijo C^rge 
Harper, ab^do eaperto en la 
Ley Helnu-Burton de la fima 
Steele Hector k Davis. **No es 
algo inespendo. Retrasa un 
poquito tener que tomar una d&dn fiime”.

Hay mis de 100 empresas 
eztnnjeras que operan con pro- 
piedades eonfis^as por cl 
gobierno de Fidd Castro hace 
mis de 35 a&os. Castro confiscd 
unas 6,000 propiedades estado- 
unidenses Fondas en unos 
$1,800 millones.

**Todas las oompanias que 
hacen negodos en Cuba estin 
notificadas de que il tiaficar con 
piopiedad e^midada enfrentin 
la posibiltdad de demandas y de 
oblicBdonei legalei slgnificativas 
en Estados Unidos**, dqo din- 
ton.S^dn la deeisidn. las compa- 
filas podiian aprovechar loi seis 
meses para ictirarse de las pro­
piedades que ocupan en Cuba.

**Pueden snmarse a nuestros 
esfuerzos por acabar con la

nu. 1.

5

oT1
2
om



Jii: 17 “i^iiino.ctt«.puntindo.la
propledades”, dijp Qinton. cabeuconuntpistoU" ^oA>t 
*Tueden unine a auestroi Eggleton. mimstio de Comercio 
eiAierzos por promover la transit de Canadd. 
d6n democritica en Cuba. O A coRO plazo, d compromiso 
pueden enfrentar la loial iniplfr>' busea tranquilizar a los aUados 
menuddn". de Estados Uaidos y sanar

La moratoha Ueg6 doq>ttds de tiempo. Pen paxcce poco proba* 
iniensas presiones en vanos fren* ble que, en el patio nacional, 
tea. Qinton se vio entre la etpada logre silendar a lot republicanos, 
y la pared. De un lado las repre* escasamente cuazio meses antes 
salias auguradaa por sus aliados; de lu elecdones. 
del otro el posible castigo de las “Apaciguar a Fidel Castro al 
votantes cubanos en IRorida y remover d arma valiosa del Aiti- 
Nueva Jersey en las elecciones de culo 111 del anenal de sanciones 
noviembre. envia un mensqjc de apoyo esta^

Los aliados europeos, Canadi dounidense a la dietadura eas> 
y los veeinos latinoamericanos tristayprolongaxilamiseriayel 
montaroD una intensa camp^ sufrimiento dd pueblo cubano'*, 
de cabildeo para lograr que uiO' dUo Bob Dole, candidato presi-

HU. 1. t/t.

tra Estados Unidos. macionei considetan que no sc
^Es una decisidn tfpica dd pre- traia de un golpeabrumador con- 

sidente Qinton que no satisface t tra sus clientes. 
nadie**, dyo Frank Calzdn, repre* ‘*Estenoasdpeordelaiacasos, 
sentante en Washington de la porlomenoayadrdojcomienza 
oiganiucidn de dereebos hums- a correr”, dqo NiooUs Outidrrez, 
nos Freedom House. **Pan los que represents a usos 80 deman- 
europjeos, smue la espada de dantes. paitii del Iro. de 
Damodes sobre lu cabeza. Pan noviembre las eompanias extran- 
loi eubanoametieanofl, que que* jeras scran responsables porocu* 
remos ver un cambio en Cuba, par propiedad^ oonfiscadas**. 
no es suficiente**. Agregd que, en todo easo, los

Canadi eontinda con supropd* demandants cabanoamericanos
slto de presentar d caso ante uo 
panel de solucidn de disputes ea 
d marco del Tntado de Libre 
Comerdo de America dd Norte 
(TLC). Una vista al respecto 
podria realizarse d 29 de juJi&

no podrian de ninguna manera 
dar curso a sus danandas antes 
de marzo de 1998 por aspectos 
burocritieos desvineulados de la 
cuestidn poUtiea. Las primcras 
demandas en contar con via libra

Clinton pide 

que afiados 

preskmen
a Castro
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OQIEDCEULEY
U ley Halme-Bufton. aprobada per dCongreaoyfimiada 

por el preddente Bill Cnnton an marzo, cqmta de eu*o 
artlculoa, a saben■ Aftlcule I: Eatablece Que el embarm eeonbndeo contra
Cuba no puede ser larvantado por un preauente de Eitodos 
UnldosalnlaaprobacIbnddCongreao. , j u

■ Artioulo II: Autoriza al presidente a poner fin dembvgo 
s6lo cuando un goblemo damocratlco ejerza el poderan Cuba, y 
prevd la elaboraddn de un plan de Washington para prestar
aalftendaal regimen democrAtioode la Ida.

m Artidrio III: Permltela preeentadbada damandas 
iudicialea an tribunales da Estados Unidoa contra envr«as 
extranjeras qua poseen o se beneflclen depropledadre de 
oludadanoanorteameiicanos confiscadaspor el rdglMn de
Rdd^^ra^lo prohibir la entrada a Eatados Unidoa
de cludadanoe extranjeroe qua hayan traflredo con Ire 
propiedadea conflaoadas en Cuba a ciudadanos de 
Unidoa. ad como a sue espoaas y a loa hyoa menoraade 16
aAoa.

NU. U58P..5 r. 3/iD

las de empresas aortC' 
americanas.**Desde un punto de vista legal, 
ainton dHo sf y no en la misnu 
oracidn. Dijo que el Artlculo III 
deberia ser implementado, y a la 
vez indicd que su impleinenta'’ 
cion debe demorar seis mrees;*.

**Esto siembn la confusidn 
entre mis clientes. £1 optimismo 
es fuerte, pero las posibilidades 
de fracaso tambiin , comentd.

La puesta en vigor del Artlculo 
III, eaplicd Outidrrei, permite 
que el Iro. de noviembre los 
reclamantes notifiquen a las

empresis extraiyens que, u no 
se xetixin en 30 dhs. Lm daftos a 
pagar aumentaiiai hasta ttes 
veces d valor de la propiedad.

**Nos podemos preparar pan presentar las demredas el Iro. de 
febiezxT. afirmd Oatidnez, euva 
faxniliaeonsoUddais reclamacio- 
nes da centrales reucareros, tin­
eas y olios-negodre bido la com- 
pallia Onipo casrefio LC

No obstante, caned qw din- 
ton no tomara un acadn mas 
contundente y dcjaia pasar una 
buena opoitunidad de sentar un 
precedente.

I
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levantado un huracdn de oposi- 
ciones entre los tndicion^es 
aliados de Esudos Unidos, las 
noticias fueron tomadas eon mis 
escepticismo que jdbilo.

La Comisidn Europea dijp que 
sus miembros estaban satisfechos 
con la decisidn de Ginton, la 
cual calificd de una **victoria 
moral*' de la Unidn Europea. 
Pero agreed que contindan estu* 
diando "la m^or manera dc 
defender sus intereses" porque 
los aspectos "extraterritoriales" 
de la Ley Helms-Burton adn 
estin en vigor.**£1 presidente Ginton no ha 
decidido suspender el Articulo 
III, sino sdlo la posibilidad de 
tomar acdones en base al Titulo 
III durante seis meses", dueron 
Jacques Santer, presidente de la 
Comisidn Europea, y Sir Leon 
BritUn, oomisario europeo de 
Comercio.

Los responsables comunitanos 
recordaron que la Unidn Euro­
pea y sus estados miembros se 
opusieron firme y repetidamente 
a una legisladdn que, segdn ellos, 
*‘viola us obligaciones interna* 
donales noiteamericanas".

' Con anterioridad. los canciUe> 
res euiopeos Uamaron a CUnton 
a posponer la impiementacidn de 
la clausula de us demandas y 
expresaron preocupacidn por las 
partes de la ley ya aplieadas.

La deasidn dd mattes podifa 
clumnar, o aplaar, la letanla de 
npresalias comerciales acordi* 
oas d lanes por los ministros de 
asuntos uteriores de la Unidn Europea. Sigue ne pie, sin 
embarro, una denuncia europea 
M la ^ Hdms^unon ante la 
Organuacidn Mundial de 
Comeido.

El caneiller ftancis Herve de 
Cbamte npresd eomplacencia 
por la decisidn y dijo que era un 

gesto innegable lucia la Unidn 
Europea y otroi importantcs 
•oaos de Estados Unidos".

£1 mnistro espagol de Relacio- 
nes Exten^eres. Abel Matutes, 
oijo que Clinton pnidentementc 
tomd en consideiaeidn la posi- 
cidn ^lu 15 naciones que mte- 
gr|m la Umdn Eutopea.

No es motivo de celebraddn, 
pero represcnia ana reacddn 
posiuva de Estados Unidos hada 
la posicidn de la Unidn Euro- 
pea^’, predsd.

En (^adi, tambidn felidta* 
ron a Ginton por la decisidn, 
pero dyeron que seguirin avan-

"Neeesitamos asegurarnos de 
que ^dedsidn no sea revertida 
un dia despuis", dpo Pierre Pet­
tigrew, ministro de Cooperaddn 
Interaacional. “El gobierno 
teguiri con su decisidn de con- 
tranesto los efectos extrateirito. 
nales de la ley.
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Clinton:
No Cubj
lawsuits.■

for now
^5

rms are given 

i me to divest

By OHRMTOmmilMMWlB

{SSsSSBSSfr^^imlki priwle UA l»w«^ 
cienco “ImCTidui*" i* oonfiicileil propcily i»
Qitn.‘Mlhenmetimc.CUaloii pirt n*o «»«? «

cans and savi that foreign be bdd liable for damages Nov. U 
Firms that fail loUqmd^ Cutan

by that dale can be sued in U A eourts, staning
*^linlon, who has been under inteinK 

from to bar future

sss-sssusKssidriif^S^^sg
Democrats immedii^ deaied J

!SlSi2»£tSX‘JKrKmight, be free of electoral prwurei from Cuban 

^*^*Dol”tlw^SSumed EtouUiCM ^didatc

PUEASESEE CUBA. «A



Js2.*^^*Ksr,r£s?, ssisattaiffiis.*^fitldiif in eraso^ated propoty uid<
— M ha «ul not allow Ameri* gut la'dan af the Ewopaan 
CM dtiiaiiB to lua AiaencM Union imitted they wifl prepare 
oouitttoicakjttsuce. maliauny i^ast the

Qinton said he would review United States, aatsibly including 
■the cooperation of European, bUekliiting oTU.S. companies 
Canadian and Latin American that sue Eumpean fims or 
allies after six months, then requiring visas of U,S. business 
decide whether to allow U.S. law- tnvelcia.

SSSSStM. ,F»m toial Hia. ite eritl-
“T«d,/.«dQ.i,lh,bcaw., 22“lto2^Jd5^ 

lo uhieTC Ibe biputiiu ol(|«e- *“
lives we all sbarr. to isolate the ‘^President Obiton has once 
Cuban gevenunent and to bring again taken a finn stand on both 

* strong Iiiteniational pressure to sides ofan important issue,'* said 
bar on Cuba's leaders, while Sen. Jesse HeoiA R'N.C, one of 
holding out the veryrcal prpnccx the principal aOBiors of the law.
offullyimpiementinsTitlelUin “The tnith la^r. Gimon has 
the event it becomes necessary,'* capitulated to|Diban Piesdeni] 
Cinion said in a statement. Fidel Castro and his foreign busi-

“By working with our allies - ness collaborate who ^ only 
fiM aMiiMt them—we will avoid eondone CasunY end dietator-a spliS^t the Cuban regime will ?h to; ^ ^ ^
be sure to exploit,*' he added.

The possible lawsuia affeaed 
by Tuesday’s eetion are only 
toose that would be filed on 
behalf of 5,911 clainiMis whose 
loiws bave been filed with the 
U.S. government sinee^ 19£7.
Other suits made possible by 
Helou-Bunon. Induding those

Hw. uyo^ g i. <.\J/LJ

ish.
“A backboM of Jell-O,” 

scoffed Rep. liocola Diaz>Bal- 
art, R-Fla. “Ttat’s what Preei- 
dent Qintoa demonorated 
today.”

Democrats nlo have figured 
ptooinenily m the Cuba issue 

neusa-Dunon. mwuajni uiwwf . Florida Sen. Bob Graham, on behalf of naturali^^ Oito Reps. Bob Meamdex and Robert 
Amedems, an still scheduled to Tonicdli. both of New Jerrey, 
be^ Mar. 12, 1998. and Rep. Peter Peutich of Lau>
4 iwfttff . pototment uSfl^StluY deS^

Aides said Outoa pUm; to ‘ijiu.

* •**« Mensndea, convinoed 
Wm that forei^ countries “wiU 5S3S Si do in six mSths wfam they 

Mtovenin haven't done it 37 yesn. wbich

as5fsi.s!ME^ iSdrfk.s^*b.ss:candidate was namedr tot prwi- “ looamg at me nmom
^*. Qk MatooctpdMbum 
In Btomt aaaind HcLau-BurtoiL hail of cnticlsmcame from Jonn l®SJfS3tSdiSrP«tnen Mas Cmios^ todrman rflS 
made, fdaia that they, like Cuban ^n«NauondFoon- 
Helms-ftuirton supporters, fell • d^. the rnodinflucntiri exile

lobby. It refleded a desire by 
British Foreign Secretory Mai- ^ “ “«»8 tiesyth ainton es 

eolffl RivUnd. whore govern- a hedge aga nit h» n-eiection, 
ment led in international congressional srerces said, 
outcry aaainsi toe tow's “extra- tetriioriality,** welcomed Gin- 
ton’s decisioo to delay any law­
suits ui^ Feb. 1 at toe eaniesl 

“This means toat there will be
Mi

Mas told repeiters Tuesday's 
action was “an mteUigent men- 
sure by Presideac Clinton, with 
which ne hu uien u adequate 
step.”
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WHAT T^EY SAID
*Treaident Clinton has once 

again taken a firm stand on both 
■Ides of an Important issue."

— Senate Foreign Relationa 
Cofflmillee Chairman 

Jesae Helms
‘'President Clinton's contln> 

uad indecision until the last pos­
sible moment damenatrates, 
oneaagain. that this president Is 
rudderless when It comes to 
Btanding up for American prind- 
plea around the world.”

— Rephbilean praaidenlial 
eendidaie Bob Dole

*'A backbone of Jeli-O. That's 
what President Clinton demon­
strated today.... The presi­
dent's action today is a dramatic 
historic example of appease­
ment at its worst It is a demon­
stration of ultimate weakness by 
a ayaiematicaiiy weak chief 
executive."

— Rep. Lincoln Dlax-Balarti'
R-Fla.

"I am outraged by President 
Clinton's unwillingness to stand 
firm in the defense of freedom 
and his apparent eagerness to 
accommodate PIdel Castro and 
all those who do bualnesa with 
his telalitarian regime.”

—Ben. Connie Mack. R-Fla.
"ITS an inteiilgent measure by 

President Clinton... an ade­
quate step.”

— Jorge Mao Canosa,

ehairman of the Cuban 
American National Foundatien

“On the positive side, there's 
no green light for foreigners to 
Invest In Cuba. There's too 
much uncertainty. But the bad 
side is that Preaident Clinton 
had the chance to come across 
as being principled and standing 
up to the Europeans and he 
didn't.... It disillusions Cubsn 
Americans who were getting 
ready to vote for him In Florida 
and New Jersey.”

— NIeblas Gutlerraa, Miami
lawyer representing about 10 

potential claimants undar 
Halme-Burton

“Aii that's happened today is 
that the supreme empire has 
given the world a reprieve— 
(agreeing] not to violate Its sov­
ereignty for the next six 
months.”

— Cuban Foreign Mlnisler 
Roberto Robaina

"They (the U.S.] are still tell­
ing us which direction to follow.
... h's an unacceptable way to 
proceed."

— Canadian Foreign Trade 
MinleterArtEgglelon

“It's no cause for celebration, 
but H's a positive reaction from 
the United States to the Euro­
pean Union's position."

—Spanish Foreign Minister 
AbelMstutea
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HELMS-BURTON TIMETABLE
Au0.1^ Title III of the 

Helms-Burton law takes effect, 
making “trafficking" in confis> 
cated property in Cuba illegal. 
The dock begins ticking on a 
90-day grace period giving for­
eign firms the opportunity to 
end such business deals.

Nov. 1—Foreign firms that 
have not stopped doing busi­
ness In American-dslmed prop­
erties become liable for dam­
ages. if the property is valued at 
$50,000 or more, they could 
face lawsuits from U.S. regis­
tered daimants in another three 
months.

Jan. 18,1997—The president 
decides whether to allow the

first lawsuits to be filed on Feb 
1. If he decides to postpone the 
suits, he must invoke the U.S. 
national interest and argue that 
postponement wB “expedite a 
transition to democracy in 
Cuba."

Feb. 1,1997—Unless the 
. president has waived the provi­
sion for another six months, the 
first lawsuits may be filed by any 
of 5.911 U.S. companies and 
individuals, whose daims have 
beenontheboo|cssince1967.

Mareh 12,1999—Naturalized 
Cuban Americans may begin to 
file suits against foreigners traf­
ficking in confIscBled property 
In Cuba.

p.ii
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Du J JTA)der de-d6niandas clave

Clinton decide hoy:
PwCt'NmilACOR7J) demWif >

El cMciideRlc Bill riincon decidiri “Nolenenioini idead«m.A« »i res-

j!ru;Ai.^KTite!ar7|^£ -*lr.„mnl cI4u«.h m„c p«m,i..,l. djncil. Clquit, c^. wKilid;^* uSSidei

en Ley Helms

i Le dara el a?
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cxlronfcrasque negocianuMi mi<i profile*
2?i?,?®'^'*®***** P®*^ *' lolMcmo de 
Fidd CmHd bice mdi dc lici dfcadu. 
Tambidn extieade el deiecho de deman* 
dor a aquellos cubanoafnericanocque no
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ainton se debate entre el si y el no al
MinCULOIIC OF1A

erancittdadanos esladounideases 
cuando lui pcopicdadci fueroa 
connacadai, pcro quc luego se 

• nadonalizaroa
Dunnla Im dUimai dlai. Clia- 

lon le ha calado prcjraniiwlo para 
Ja deciaido que enfrenla. S^n 
Mike MoCurry, podavoz de la 
CAa Blaaca, duraale el fin de 
scmana aiofon ic ilevd a Camp 
David an docnmcnlo con rcco- 
mcadacioncs sobce la Hdms> 
Durlon.

“Lo que el prcsidenie csld con- 
Iciiiplando es simptcmente. imo, 
/.(|h£ proraoved ... el inicrds

nacionaJ de Eslados Unidos? y 
do** 64u6 acelerard ana transi- 
cidn a la democracia en Cuba, 
deatro de la ley*\ dijo McCuny.

Una posiergacidn de la medida 
retrasarfa por sett metes lu 
pu^jen vmor, suspeadsfia si 
darasho legal a rwamar poseaidn 
de las pfopiedades o b posibili- 
dad de iadividuos o cntidades dc 
eatabbr accioncs legales en las 
codes.

De no poslergaree cf Arlfcuiu 
III. enliaria en vigor cl Iro. dc 
agocto.

"No se ou6 va a hacer" dijo 
Bob Menendea, represenlanle 
dem6cnila por Nueva Jersey y el

cubanoamcricano rads influycDte 
en la poli'lica csUdounidense 
bacia la isla. "Tengo una corazo- 
nada de que va a permilir quc la 
ddusula enfre en vigor".

Fuenles vincutadas a la Cau 
Blanra aaegunHi am Clinton tea 
esludlado concienaudaraenfe tus 
opciones. Ha leldo mucho. Ha 
conveisado con asesorcs. pollli> 
cos, experfos y acaddmicos. Enlre 
sus asesorcs ha esiado Madeleine 
Albrighl. emlMjadora de Eslados 
Unidos cn Naciones Unidas.

"El csli muy oonscieale de que 
lomd la decision de aprobar 
Hdms-Burlon como medida 
punitiva contra el gobiemo dc 
Cuba”, dijo una fuciilc allcgada a

(a Casa Bbnca. "Nada ha c 
biado".

Clinton, que durante raese 
opuso a la Helraa-Burlon, d 
did aprobar la Icy en oiaraoi i 

9^ gl,f8h|«»o da C 
^rrib6 doa avioaelas estadoi 
deiises de Hermaaos al Ren 
on aguas inlcsnacionales. ora 
aando la mueite dc cuaCro v ^ 
larios de esa oiganizacidn d 
liadot.

I*ara oplar por una pontji 
a6n del Artfcido 111. Clinloi • 
dda que demostrar que uq; 
menlarlo irla en contra d>.« 
inlcreses de sc|uridad nacio 
dc Eslados Unidos y que se

d
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Artfculo ni de la Helms
peoudicial ara el proceso de 
una tniisiciv hacia la democra* 
cia eo Cuba.

**Los expeiios creea que la va a 
aprobu*\ dqo George Harper, 
abogado expeno en la Helms- 
fiimon de ia fuma Steel Hector 
& Davii. *^a a aer diflcil deizios- 
crar que poipooer la fecha de ixnpl^enucidD es necesaiio 
para la seguridad naciooal y pro- 
mover la democracia en Cuba".

La dedsida no .es faciL Cual- 
quiera que se lome tendra series 
repercusiones a nivel mundial. 
Afectard las tdaciones de Esta- 
dos Unidos cob sus aliados eunv 
peos. con Canada y con vecinos 
lannoamericanos.

La Unldn Earopea advinid ia 
semana pasada que coogelara 
bienes esiadoiaidenses y exigiii 
visas a los civdadanos de este 
pais que quieian visitar Europe 
si alguna fiimacuropea es peaali- 
zada por invexv en Cuba.

El gobiemo canadiense critiod 
energicamente la decisidn y d^ 
que TCdixi que una comisidn de 
conilictos del Traudo de Libie 
Comercio pan America del 
None (TLC) tome una determn 
nacidn respecto a las disposicio- 
nes de la Ley qm considere obje- 
table.

Hace un mesL Canadd aprobd 
una ley con medidas de represa- 
lia contra la Hdms-Bunon que 
permite a lot ciudadanos cana- 
dienses Uevar ane los tribunales 
reclames para lecuperar dafios 
econdmicos causados por la ley.

"Creo que ha habido muchas 
quejas de nuestros aliados", dijo 
Harper. "Pero la respuesia se 
puede dirigir sdlo a aquellos afec- 
tados por el Articulo III. Es algo 
muy especifico y creo que solo 
casos aislados estaran sqjeios a 
demandas".

;d

oTT

Segun Harper, la pregunta 
esencial es. si el Presideme 
decide permiiir la puesta en prac­
tice del Articulo 111, ^qu6 men* 
saje le envia al mundo sobre el 
compromiso de Estados Unidos 
con el libre comercio? ^

*‘E1 quiere ser un propulsor del 
libre comercio. quiere expan- 
dirlo; cominuar el movimienco’*. 
dljo Harper. "Y su preocupacidn 
es que si no lo pospone. esiara en 
una encnicijada".

Clinton podria salir airoso. 
segdn Harper, si deja muy en 
claro que su decisidn proviene dc 
un incidente aislado que surge de 
los problemas entre Cuba y Esia- 
dos Unidos.

"Tiene q^ue asegurarles que 
esio no signifies un cambio en la 
politics estadounidense hacia el 
libre comercio internacionar'. 
dijo Harper. ''Entonces podra 
sobrepasar la lormenia*'.

Veaconferenciade 
prenaa en la Casa Blanca. 
paginaSA.
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Fragm«nto8 de la ruada da 

prensa ilevada a cabo el 
Junes en la Casa Blanca per 
Michael McCurry, portavoz 
presldenclal. sobre la Ley 
Helms-Burton y el Articulo III.

ustedes estia buscande 
de que eJlos esiin tiwndo de 
*»«ereso, ^Hait vlsio mdidosl

M^orn^ Ko hemn visto 
ffluchos. Sf bemos oido quejas

lomarila^dedWiTcna^S
aprobarla el Presidentc y teadrd que dwidir pan mafta^ [hoy 
manw^l por la nochc?

McCurry: H P^dente se 
Uevd consigo a Camp David el pasado fm de semSi in dto* 

memo con recomendaciones 
Helmj-Bunon.

sidenie debena o no invocar nna 
absiencidn del Aniculo III de esa 
1^... que podrfa dar lugar a una 
de estas tres cosas: ainsar por

csiipuladoncs. 
suspender el derecho legal a 
reclamar poseaidn [de propieda- 
dcs conflscadasj, o suspender la 
poittud de individuos 0 emida- 
dM de cniablar accidn en Us cor-

canciUer briU- ruco] Malralm Rifkind dice que 
la Uiudn Europca tomara repre- 
idias SI Estadoi Unidos activa U 
Helms-Bunon.

MeCurry: Muchos de nuestros 
uiados no estin de acuerdo con 
lo que ellos llanian “las cancte* 
nsiicas excrateiritoriales'* de esia 
csupuUcion ... Pero a ellos les 
decimos: “Unanse a nosoiros en 
et esnieno por eonflnar el cornu- 
nisnw cubMo en el basurero de 
la Hisiona, donde merece 
Miar*\..

PeriojUf ta: Ames de U reunidn 
del G-7 usted y oiros fundona- 
nos [noneamericanosl dijeron 
que los aliados debenan naccr 
algo para demosirar que esiAn 
traiando de aislar a Castro y que

---------MMUU9 wrao Quciascontra nuesin [inicUTO. U leyj 
... y frucanente hesaos of do 
mis quejas coHn elU que qudaj 
contra Fidel Osiro.

Y hemos dido a nuearos alia- 
?“• tiMcaiodo coafundido. 
ustedes debts compreader que 
Cuba ... sc ha ubicado luera de 
la comunidad de nactones y 
rehust ver d cambio listdrico 
que ocune en iinios paises ante- 
Mimente^ coounistas y totalita- 
nos, [rehiisa ml que k econo- 
nua de mercade fundoin, que la 
politica deraoeiitica Undona. 
que ambas. de la mano. pueden 
nmbiar la vidade un pueblo que 
oa lido encaredado por d coniu- 
nismo”.

Y hasia que esc mensn suene 
fuerte y clara en La &bana. : 
ojaJa con la ayuda de auescros 
aliados... el efteto de eaa l^s- 
laaon queda par ver...

Continuaremos manisadien- 
donos flrmes. Tiene que haber 
[en Cuba] la daie de cambio que 
«ii previsia ea la Uy Helms- 
Bunon y que ambicn onniem- 
plaba U Ley die Democracia 
Cuban a.

^ Cuba no sufre a 

causa de la politica 

econdmica de Estadoi 

Unidos ode los 

embargos. Sufre a 

manos de un sistema 

econdmico totaUtario 

quees unfracaso total:
■MCHAELMcCUnm

Portavoz presidencia

gobierno de Cuba, cuando abaiid 
dos avionea dviles. asesinando alos avionea dviles. asesinando a 
cuatro personas inocemes. Y la

Periodista: Snena coiio si 
luted estuviera faisinuando una 

iEs m U imeuddn?
McCinry: Dejando apane esxe 

asunm de la absienddn. la etec- t 
los de la Ley Helms-Bunon 1 
rep^eatan una linea dura hacia I Cuba iMrque requiere que Esta- 
dos Unidos tomecienas medidas 
contra cienos individuos en 
cuanto a sus visas y su capacidad 
part viajar a Estados Unidos. v 
ya las hemos tornado.

Hacemos esto porque cs un 
asumo muy scria Fuc llevtdo a 
un mvcl aun mas scria por la 
conduct! escandalosa del
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fpoci^n del Congreso. del Presi- 
dejile V del pueblo ante esa a»nv 
ctdad nie muy fipidiL

Pcrlodblc ^Dtria luled que 
ciertoa de nueatros aJiados ponen 
las ganancias inmedialas aolcs de 

*cto« polllicamente correc- 
tos?

McCarry: Creetnos que to que 
escorreclopolUicamenle y lo que 
es correcto eoondmicameAle es 
eftctuar la daie de cambio que 
liberari al pueblo de Cuba. Esc cs 
d propdulo de la Ley Hdms- 
Builpn y de la Ley de Democra- 
cia Cubana.

Ett es la pol/Cica que bcmos 
sauido y que rrancanienie todo 
Presidenle (noiteamericano] ha 
seguido en las ditrraas Ires aica- 
das pani llevar a cabo la dase de 
nmbio que descamos ver cn 
Cuba...

Ptfiodisla: Esia geale esU 
(embfeiiiciKe hambrienia y loda-

McOirry: B pueblo de Cuba 
no sufre a causa de la polltica 
«on6mica de Estados Unidos o 
de los cmbargos. Sufre a manos 
de UB sistema econdmioo lolali- 
tario que es un fracaso total... 
Las fuentes del surriraicnto del
SSH? «>" *■« polUictt Icmbles aeguidas por cl regimen 
de Castro...

PtflodbfK iTiene el Piesi- 
demeapMopani maniobrar... 
7 lY cstari dispueslo a aceplar el 
ca^^ foondiuico que podrfan 
infiigir los curopeos, sus olros 
aJiados?

[cl Pfcsi^tel esli exprcsada en 
la 1^ misma. El es responsable 
por los mlefcses nacionales y por 
las medrdas que acdercn la Irans- 
«»on a la dcmocracia cii Cuba

El pucde asunitr que los inlere- 
aes aadooales sufrida si los alia- 
dew tomao rcpresalias. pero al 
Diisoio licmpo debc tomar en 
^nla lo que ... promueva la 
dase de cambio en Cuba queefes* 
eamos. Eo cuanto a la abstenckSn 
[de casligos], si la alrasa seis 
niescs, hay derta neiibilidad cn 
cuanto a edmo se nuede aplicar 
... y eso esti dcfinido cn la ley.

E^adbla: Si los aliados impo- 
nen medidas elc fepresalia ... 
^ddnio acluard el Prcsielenlc ... 
ante los incxMivenientes y el dolor 
^ndmreu que sufrirlan los ciu- 
dadanew nortcamericaneu?

McCuery: |EI PresidenleJ sopc- 
sarf csos lactorcs. lal como sopc- 
sard }a ira que sienCe cl pueblo 
amencano ante la conelucla dcs- 
carada dd gobiemo cubano y )a 
pasion con <|ue d pueblo aineri- 
cano anbda la lilKJlail pani cl 
pueblo elc ('uha . ..
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CONGRESSMAN BOB MENENDEZ STRONGLY CRITICIZES 
PRESIDENT FOR ’’WALKING AWAY FROM DEMOCRACY IN 
CUBA", BY SUSPENDING TITLE III OF THE LIBERT AD ACT

Washington, D.C. - Congressman Bob Menendez today strongly and sharply criticized 
President Climon’s decision to suspend the provision in tire Hclms/Burmn legislauon 
Uni^ States citizens to file suit in U.S. courts against those profiimg from illegally confiscated

properties in Cuba.
• Widi to paidal suspension decision, die Presideni bus delayed die best ebsnee we have 

had to atoy toniational ecLmic pressure on the btutal and repressive Castro dietalMSlnp. 
presideiKnIon is postponing an opportunity for demotracy in Cuba. Menenrlez stated.

■ Although. 1 had hoped that he would nut delay the right of action, because 
did not waive aU of Title lU, be thereby creaied staoding and irreversible n^ls for U.S. c‘tiKn^ 
^“rl^ dte clock running on the liabiUtics of foreign companies invested in dm stolen property

of American citizens in Cuba." Menendez said.

Menendez. the only Cuban-Amcrican Democrat in Congress and a member of the 
[nicrnational Relations Committee, continued. "The President is sending the 
ihe susoension of Title III. This deci.sion puts econonucs ahead ot democracy. profits before ^ 
human^^ights and lire demands of multi-national businesses over the rights ot American citizens.

The Republican influenced United States Chamber Commerce and National As^cto 
of Manufaemrers heavily lobbied the Administration. Menendez said and this decision puts the 
seal of approval of the United States government on the profiteering of stolen Amencan 
The President is giving foreign corporation more time to u.se confiscated Amencan probity to 
^ ke . rff^r dictamr. Title 01 is a powerful tool to create meaningful economic
Stoniives against propping up Fidel Castro; today Presideni CUnton disabled us from usmg this 

tool for six more monflis."
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Meoendez. who lepresents one of the most heavily Democratic Congressional Disfficts in 
New Jersey, pointed out that he has always praised President Clinton when he 
unafraid to criticize him when he was wrong. "Tlic President is sadly mistaken if he thinks tha 
keeping the flow of international money to the last communist dictator m the Western Hemisphere 
will accelerate the rebirth of democracy in Cuba. I had hoped that die l^csident would 
demonstrate real leadership which would have directly led to the fall of Ca.siro. Instead, he will

make us wait for another day."

Tlie President's decision undermines decades of American policy to isolate the Castro 
regime "Tliere are critics who .say that Castro should be dealt with as if he were a legitimate 
Ic^cr ' Castro gained power by stealing property from American citizens and freedom loving 
Cubans. Today is a sad day, because President Clinton is now allowing Castro to get away with

his barbarous piracy.
The President’s advisors have convinced the President to suspend the right to sue on the 

false hopes that we can accomplish in six months, wliai we have been unable to do in 37 ywrs. 
Namely, have our allies and foreign companies act responsibly to promote democracy and human 

rights in Cuba." Menendez concluded.
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