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El Nuevo Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton says yes, but no"
By Cynthia Corzo

The article states that President Clinton has given his support to Title IIT of the Helms-
Burton Law (Libertad Law) but instituted a six month moratorium on lawsuits against foreign
companies dealing in confiscated U.S. properties. The article also goes on to mention that the
President extended an "olive branch" to the Cuban exile community by promising to name a
special envoy who will work to create a "serious" agenda for the movement towards democracy
in Cuba and also work to promote support for these initiatives abroad. While companies will not
be allowed to file suit, they may begin to prepare their cases and foreign companies will be
expected recognize responsibility for dealing in confiscated property. The article states that the
moratorium was enacted in the hope that companies will withdraw from their operations
involving confiscated properties in Cuba. The administration also hopes that during this time
they will be able to gamer international support for:

1. Increasing pressure on the Cuban regime so as to open up the system to new economic

and political ideas.

2. Lending support to forces who want change on the island.

3. Promoting industrial and economic practices that will contribute to the democratization

of the workforce in Cuba.

President Clinton indicated that in February he will decide whether to repeal the
moratorium. If he does repeal the moratorium, Title III will take effect on Feb. 1. This decision
was considered difficult by many experts, since it required bringing to extremes to some sort of
common ground (Comments by George Harper, Attorney at Steel, Hector, & Davis). While Mr.
Harper sees the decision as a slight step backwards, he says it was necessary in order to make
a firm decision. The decision grew out of the intense pressure President Clinton encountered
from various fronts. The most ardent forces from the important Cuban voting block in New
Jersey and Florida; and America's European and Latin American trading partners.

Frank Calzon, representative in Washington for Freedom House, characterized the
President's move as one of his "typical decisions which satisfies no one." In the short run, the
compromise decision is seen as trying to calm down U.S. allies while stalling for time. But on
the national front it is unlikely that it will silence Republican assaults. Presidential Candidate
Bob Dole stated that the President's decision only strengthens Fidel Castro's position while
prolonging the misery of the Cuban people. Others commented that the decision has created
confuston which is clouding the optimism created by the establishment of Title III.

The Miami Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton: No Cuba lawsuits for now."
By Christopher Marquis

The article speaks of the President's announcement to enact the Libertad Law (Title III)
but delay lawsuits against firms that fail to liquidate their Cuban holdings till Feb. 1. Decision
was said to be made under intense pressure from U.S. allies who wished to prevent future
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lawsuits. The decision is said to be a two-pronged approach to build an international coalition
aimed towards democracy and creating a unified international approach to dealing with Havana.
Cuban American leaders, Republican backers, and even some Democrats decried the move as
waffling and inadequate.

The President is said to reconsider the moratorium and review cooperation of allies after
six months. President Clinton is quoted as saying that he believes that this is the best course of
action achieve the isolation of the island nation, while consolidating international pressure on the
regime, so as not to allow Castro the ability to manipulate the rift between the U.S. and its allies.
Aides are also stated as saying that the President has promised to appoint a special envoy to
promote U.S. aims. U.S. allies, like Helms-Burton supporters, are also said to be dissatisfied with
the President's decision. Some, while pleased by the moratorium, promised retaliatory measures
if the law goes into full effect in February.

Criticism of the President's decision on many fronts was fierce and mocking. Sen. Jesse
Helms and Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart were particularly harsh in their commentary while Sen. Bob
Graham, Reps. Bob Menendez and Robert Torricelli expressed disappointment as well. ~ Jorge
Mas' commentary was surprisingly supportive.

El Nuevo Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton decides today: Power of lawsuits necessary"
By Cynthia Corzo

Says the dilemma of the day on Tuesday, July 16th was whether or not to allow the
lawsuits under Title ITI to go into effect. The decision was to be announced around mid-day and
many of President's advisors have different opinions about what the President was going to
decide. One unidentified source was quoted as saying that it would be a last minute decision that
could go either way and was certain to leave someone unhappy. The article states that the
President has been pondering the decision for some time now, even taking a documents
containing recommendations about the issue to Camp David during a weekend visit.

White House spokesman Mike McCurry is quoted as saying that the President is trying
to arrive at a decision on two distinct questions: 1. Determining what is in our national interest?
and 2. What will accelerate the transition to democracy in Cuba within the limits of the law?
Deciding on a moratorium would delay lawsuits under Title I for six months, while giving Title
I the go-ahead allow for lawsuits as soon as August 1st. White House sources have revealed
that the President has read extensively and consulted a variety of experts on the issue.

The article makes note that for many months Pres. Clinton opposed the Helms-Burton
measure, but approved it in March after the downing three cesnas owned by Cuban-American
exiles searching for rafters in the Florida Straits. The decision (Helms-Burton approval),
according to one unidentified White House source, was made as a punitive measure against the
Cuban government. Nothing according to the source has changed.  George Harper, an expert
on Helms-Burton from the firm of Steel Hector & Davis, believes that the president will approve
the measure because it will be hard to demonstrate the need of a postponement in terms of
national security and the advancement of democracy in Cuba.

The U.S. has also been put on notice by the European Union and Canada that approval
of Title ITI by the President will result in subsequent retaliatory measures. Canada has even
gone so far as to approve measures to recuperate economic harm caused by the law. According



to Mr. Harper, the central question facing the President is what kind of a message does a yes
decision on Helms-Burton say about America's position on free trade.

El Nuevo Herald
Miami, FL
"U.S.: We will stand firm until Cuba changes its ways."

This article is a compilation of fragments from Monday's White House Press Briefing by
Michael McCurry. The reporter asks Mr. McCurry what the option of abstaining from applying
Title III entails, whether the President will make the decision himself, and when? Mr. McCurry
responds that the President Clinton has been deliberating over the decision for some time and that
his options include a 6 month moratorium on legal action, suspension for 6 months of all
stipulations, and suspending the power of individuals or entities to file legal motions. Malcolm
Rifkind, British correspondent, then brought up the issue of a potential backlash from the
European Union. Mr. McCurry responded by commenting that many U.S. allies were not in
agreement with Helms-Burton, but he urged those who disagreed to "join us in confining Cuban
communism to the dumpster of history."

Mr. McCurry was also questioned about signals the White House was receiving from
allies about aislating Cuba. He commented that they had heard more complaining about Helms-
Burton and very little action on the part of our allies to take steps to aislate the island nation.
He also addressed the need of a united message reaching Havana and the need of help from our
allies in delivering that message. Mr. McCurry said that the administration will stand firm until
changes occur and the message of the benefits of capitalism and a democratic form of
government are part of the government of the island nation.

One reporter asked whether Mr. McCurry was delivering a message that the administration
was going to follow a hard line. Mr. McCurry seemed to agree with the assessment stating that
Helms-Burton called for such a stance as did also the Cuban governments scandalous behavior
in the downing of three civilian planes in February. When asked to comment on the short term
economic interests of allies over acting correctly politically, Mr. McCurry only stated that the
belief of the administration is that what is correct politically and economically is the liberation
of Cuban people. That is the policy the White House is said to be following. When asked about
the economic hardship of the islanders, Mr. McCurry placed the blame squarely on the shoulder
of the politics of Fidel Castro and his totalitarian economy.

Office of Congressman Bob Menendez

Washington, D.C.

"Congressman Bob Menendez strongly criticizes President for 'Walking away from
democracy in Cuba' by suspending Title III of the Libertad Act."”

Congressman Menendez criticized the President's action stating that the President has
delayed the best chance to apply economic pressure to the Castro regime. With his approval of
Title III, Mr. Menendez said that President Clinton "created standing and irreversible rights for
U.S. citizens, and started the clock running on......... foreign companies invested in stolen
property..." Congressmen Menendez was concerned that the President was sending the wrong
message emphasizing economics over democracy and profits before human rights. He also stated
that "the decision puts the seal of approval of the U.S. government on profiteering of stolen



American property. Mr. Menendez went on to say that Title III is a powerful tool that can create
meaningful disincentives and that the administration has prevented us from employing it for 6
months. He claims that the President's advisors have convinced him to suspend rights in the false
hope that he can accomplish in this brief time what hasn't been accomplished in 37 years.

Diario de las Américas

Miami, FL

"Clinton postpones the implementation of Title III" -
By Ariel Remos

The article announces President Clinton's decision to suspend the right to file a lawsuits
according to the provisions of Title III in the Helms-Burton Law. It states that the President has
taken this course of action in hopes of establishing better support for U.S. initiatives towards
Cuba among allies. While the President suspended the rights to file suit, he did serve notice to
companies trafficking in stolen property, that if they took part in the use or exchange of U.S.
stolen property they would be held responsible for their actions in U.S. courts. Hopefully this
wamning will serve as a deterrent to firms who are investing in Cuba. The article closes by
mentioning that the President will review the moratorium in six months.

Diario de las Américas

Miami, FL

"Clinton victim of manipulation, according to Diaz-Balart"
By Ariel Remos

President Clinton is portrayed in the article as having made a no-decision. Congressman
Lincoln Diaz-Balart denounced the cynicism of the President in trying to confuse the American
public with this decision. Diaz-Balart accused Clinton of denying Americans their right to file
lawsuits and recover property illegally confiscated by the tyrannical Castro regime. The article
ends with a quote from the congressman which states that once again President Clinton has
allowed himself to be manipulated by hand of external pressures while forsaking the national
interest.
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Da luz verde al Articulo III,
pero con moratoria de seis meses

Por CYNTHIA CORZO
Redactora de Bl Nueve Herald

Si pero todavia no. .

Sin satisfacer a enemigos ni amigos
de la Ley Helms—Burton, e presidente
Bill Clinton otorgé ¢l martes a los cinda-
danos estadounidenses el derecho a
demandar a las compafifas extranjeras
que comercien con sus propiedades con-
fiscadas en Cuba

Pero las demandas no pueden ser pre-
sentadas hasta febrero . .. si entonces
Clinton considera apropiade levantar la
moratoria.

.“Ha llegado la hora de que nuestros
aliados y amigos hagan més; se unan a
NOSOLros en tomar pasos concretos para
promover la democracia en Cuba”, dijo
Clinton desde 1a Casa Blanca. “Por eso
hoy anuncio un curso de accién sobre el
Articulo III de la Ley de Libertad para
alentar a nuestros aliados a trabajar con
nosotros y acelerar el cambio en Cuba™.

, Ademds, el gobierno de Clinton ten-
di6 una rama de olivo a los exiliados
cubanos J’ se¢ comprometié a nombrar
un enviado especial, que se encargaré de
conseguir apoyo multinacional de los
aliados para establecer una “agenda
seria” a favor de la democracia en Cuba.

“Serd una I.gcmma rominente y crei-
ble tanto en Estados Unidos como inter-
nacionalmente, sog aguardamos una
pronta decisidn sobre quién serd esa per-
sona”, dijo Peter TarnofY, subsecretario
de Asuntos Latinoamericanos del
Departamento de Estado.

A pesar de la moratoria en la presen-
tacion de demandas, durante los préxi-

N - i
Bill Clinton dijo que los amigos
Estados Unidos ahors ‘tendrdn faertes

incentivos’ para ayudar a lograr
‘progresos reales’ en Cuba.

mos s¢is meses, las compafifas extranje-
ras tendrdn que asumir responsabilidad
por ocupar prmmedada confiscadas en
Ia isla, y los antes podrdn contra-
tar abogados y preparar sus casos,
Como parte de la puesta en vigor de
la mencionada clfusula, lamada técni-

VEA LEY HELMS-BURTON, 84
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camente Articulo
111, 12 Casa Blanca utilizard tam-
bién el plazo para trabajar ardus-
mente en busca de apoyo interna-
aonalb‘ ; una senc de pa.sosl
concebidos para promover la
democracia en Cuba:

B Aumentar la presidn sobre
Cuba a favor de aperturas politi-
al.y mnénlnwfﬁms b

Apogn as que bus-
can cambios deatro de la isla.

@ Retener la syuds extranjera
a Cuba

B Promover pricticas empre-
sariales que contribuyan a demo-
ecruagi.-w la fuerza laboral en

Clinton, los amigos de
] s Unidos ‘tnd‘ri?mnu
incentivos” para ayudar a lograr

“p reales” en Cuba,

que Heon ] Artieulo 111 cn vigor,
Ja responsabilidad quedard esta-
blecida irreversiblemente
s dEmandas podrias ser
si ser
intro!uddu inmediatamente si
1a suspension es levantada™.

Clinton sefialé que en febrero
decidiri si conviene poner fin 2
ls morstoria, y afirmd que su
determinacién dependerd de la
actitud que adoptea los aliados
de Estados Unidos durante este
.periodo de scis meses.

De concluir 13 moratoria, las
demandas comenzarin a tomar
su curso el Iro, de febrero con
todo el peso de 1a ley.

TV MAKT1 MIAMI

La decisidn, considerads d_idﬁdl
por expertos y asesores presiden-
ciales, es un esfuerzo por lograr el
com is0 entre dos extremos.

“Encontrd la dnica opcién que
puede considerarse Una especie
de compramiso™, dijo George
Harper, do experto en la
Ley Helms-Burton de la firma
Steele Hector & Davis. “No es
algo inesperado. Retrasa un
poquito temer que tomar una
decisién firme".

Hay mis de 100 empresas
extranjeras que Operan con pro-
piedades confiscadas por el
gobieno de Fidel Castro hace
més de 35 ailos. Castro confiscd
unas 6,000 propiedades cstado-
unidenses valoradas ea unos
$1,800 millones.

“Todas las compaiiias que
hacen negocios en Cuba estin
notificadas de que al traficar con
ﬁmpie.dgc_l piada enfrentan

posibili I:::l % de
obligaciones legales vas
en g&dos Unidos”, dijo Clin-

ton.

Segin ls decisién, las compa-
fifas podrian aprovechar los seis
meses para retirarse de las pro-
piedades que ocupan en Cuba.

“Pucden sumarse a nuestros
esfucrzos por acaber con la

N, U'JO?;_g i
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propiedades”, dijo Clinten.
“Pueden unirse a - nuestros
g $ por promover la transi-
cién democritica en Cuba. O
pueden enfrentar la total imple-
mentacién™.
. La moratoria llegd despuds de
intensas presiones en varios fren-
tes. Clinton se vio entre la espada
Yy la pared. De un lado las _rcsm-
salias auguradas por sus aliados;
del otro el posible castigo de los
votantes cubanos en Florida y
Nueva Jersey en las elecciones de
noviembre.

Los aliados europeos, Canadi
y los vecinos latinoamericanos
montaron una intensa campafla
de cabildeo para lograr que Cli
ton aplazara la puesta en vigor de

esta cliusula. Casi todos amens-
zaron con fuertes represalias con-
tra Estados Unidos.

“Es una decisidn tfpica del pre-
sidente Clinton que no satisfaces
nadie™, dijo Frank Calzdn, repre-
sentante en Washington de la
organizacién de derechos huma-
nos Freedom HOIll:c. “Para 2
europeos, sigue espada
Damocles sobre su cabeza. Pan
fos cubanoamericanos, que que-
remos ver un cambio es Cubs,
no es suficiente™.

Canadd continia con su propé-
sito de presentar el caso ante un
panel de solucién de disputas en

‘el marco del Tratado de Libre
?Pf‘c”)’di’x de Az_néricnl del Norte
. Una vista al respecto
podria realizarse ¢l 29 de julio.

apuntandoala
cabe2a con uns pistola”, dijo Art
Eggleton, ministro de Comercio
de Canadd. _
A corto plazo, ¢ compromiso

" busca tranquilizar a los aliados

de Estados Unidos y ganar
tiempo. Pero parece poco proba-
ble que, en el patio macional,
logre silenciar a los republicanos,
escasamente cualro meses antes
de las elecclones.

“Apacipuar a Fidel Castro al
remover el arma valiosa del Arti-
culo III del arsenat de sanciones
envia un mensaje de apoyo esta-
dounidense s la dictadura cas-
trista y prolongard ]a miseria y el
sufrimiento del pueblo cubano”,
dijo Bob Dole, candidato presi-
dencial republicano.

. Sin embargo, los expertos ege
lidian directamente con las recls-
maciones consideran qu¢ no ¢
trata de un golpe abrumador con-
tra sus clientes. , :

“Este no es el peor de los casos,
por lo menos ya ¢l reloj comienza
a correr™, dijo Nicolds Gutiérrez,

ue representa a unos 80 deman-

antes. “A partir del lro. de
noviembre las compaiiias extran-
jeras serin responsables por ocu-
par propiedades confiscadas”,

Agregd que, en 1odo caso, los
demandantes cubanoamericanos
no podrian de ninguna manena
dar curso a sus demandas antes
de marzo de 1998 por aspectos
burocrdticos desvinculados de 1a
cuestién politica. Las primeras
demandas en contar con via libre

Clinton pide
que aliados
presionen

a Castro

301440 INVIN - ILNVIN - AL
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articulos, a saber:

asistencia gl rég
Fide! Castro.

afos. .

[V MART T N A

Helms-Burton, aprobada por d Congresoy firmada
por el presidente Bl Clinton en marzo, consta de cusiso

@ Articulo I: Establece que el emb econdmico contra
Cuba no puede ser lavantado por un pr
Unidos sin la aprobacién del Congreso.

B Articule Ii: Autoriza al presidente a poner fin sllembargo
sélo cuando un gobierno democratico ejerza ol poderen Cuba,y
prové la elaboracion de un plan de Washington para prestar
imen democrético de ia isla.

_ § Articulo lll; Permite {a presentacida de demandas
judiciales en tribunales de Estados Unidas contra empresas
extranjeras que posean o se beneficien de propladades de
ciudadanos norteamericanos confiscadas por el régimen de

B Articule IV: Permite prohibir ia entrada a Estados Unidos
de cludadanog extranjeros que hayan traficado con las
propiedades confiscadas en Cub
Unidos, asl como & sus espasasy

a a cludadanos de Estados
g los hijos menoresde 18

nte de Estados

gerian las de empresas norte-
americanas.

“Desde un punto de vista legal,
Clinton dijo s y no en la misma
oracién. Dijo que el Articulo III
deberia ser implementado, y a 1a
vez indicéd que su implements-
cién debe demorar séis meses”,

“Esto siembra ls confusién
entre mis clientes. El optimismo
es fuerte, pero las Poslbihdadu
de fracaso también", comentd.

La puesta en vigor del Articulo
III, explicd Gutiérrez, permite
que el lro. de noviembre los
reclamantes notifiquen a las

empresss extranjemas Que, 6i no
se retiran en 30 dias, los dafios &
pagar aumentarian basta tres
veces d valor de Is propiedad.
“Nos podemos preparar para

- presentar las demaadas el 1ro. de

ebrero”, afirmé Gutiérrez, cuya
familia consolidd sas reclamacio-
nes ds centrales _auguerﬂs. fin-
cas y ofros ne o ls com-
paﬁYn Qrupo E‘f:ﬁn?.c. .
No obstante, criticé que Clin-
ton Do tomara usa accién mds

contundente y dejara pasar una
buena oportunidad de sentar un
precedente.

Clinton pide
que aliados
presionen

a Gastro
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levantado un huracén de oposi-
ciones entre los tradicionales
aliados de Estados Unidos, las
noticias fueron tomadas con mis
escepticismo que jubilo. .
La Comisién Europea dijo que
sus miembros estaban satisfechos
con la decisién de Clinton, la
cual calificé de una ‘‘victona
moral” de la Unidn Europea.
Pero agreig que contindan estu-
diando “la mejor manera de

defender sus intereses” porque -

los aspectos “‘extraterritomales™
de la Ley Helms-Burton ain
estdn en VIgor. .

“E] presidente Clinton no ha
decidido suspender ¢l Artfculo
111, sino sélo 1a posibilidad de
tomsr acciones en base al Titulo
III durante seis meses”, dijeron
Jacques Santer, presidente de la
Comisién Europes, y Sir Leon
Brittan, comisario europeo de
Comercio. o

Los responsables comunitarios
recordaron que la Unién Euro-
pea y sus estados micmbros s¢
opusieron firme y repetidamente
a una legislacion que, segin ellos,
“viola las obligacioncs interna-
. cionales norteamericanas™.

Con anterioridad, los cancille-
res europeos llamaron a Clinton
a posponer ls implementacién de
la cldusula de las demandas y
expresaron preocupacién por las
partes de ls lcy ya aplicadas.

N4 Alhm

La decision ‘del martes podria

eliminar, o aplazar, 12 letania de

represalias comerciales acords-
das el lunes por Jos ministros de
asuntos exteriores de 1a Unidn
Europea. Sigue ne pie, sin
:21 una deauncia europea
Orgl:niucién Mun%q‘lmte e
Comercio. nad de

El canciller francés Herve de
Charette expresd complacencia
por la decisién y dijo que era un

gesto inncgable hacia la Unién
Europea y otros importantes
soCios de Estados Unidos™.

El ministro espafol de Relacio-
nes Exteriores, Abel Matutes,
dijo que Clinton prudentemente
tomd en consideracién ls posi-
cidn de Jas 15 naciones que inte-
gran la Unién Europes,

No es motivo da celebracién,
PEro representa una reaccién
ﬁosmv_a de Estados Unidos hacia
o posicién de la Unién Euro-

, precisé.
En &qadﬂ, también felicita-
ron a Clinton por la decisién,
;p:;zo d;‘):ron Que seg,tllirin avan-

18 legislaci

e

‘Necesitamos asegurarno
qus esta decisién no sea revexiig:
un dia después”, dijo Pierre Pet-
tigrew, ministro de Cooperacién
Internacional. “E! gobierno
:reazungs‘ta‘;'olgs suf decisién de con-
[ efect 1
marrestar I leyf 08 extraterrito-

E—— ]
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L NUEVO HERALD . 5 WELMS-BURTON TWETABLE, 6A
3MIERCOLES 17 DE JULIO DE 1898 @ PRESIDENT ELICITS OUTRAGE, PRAISE, 3A
. By CHRISTOPHER MARQUIS

Harald Staft Witler
WASHINGTON — President Clinton on Tues-

. .‘ |
Cllnton ° %m‘%%dﬁfm | i hon o 31
® six months private US. lawsuits against for-

eigners “trafficking” in confiscated property in
Cuba

. _ Atthe same time, Clinton put into effect a provi-

sion of Helms-Burtoa'that makes it dlegal to use oc

u benefit from Cuban propertics claimed by Amert

« = €N A " cans and says that foreign firvas that viokate it will

be held liable for damages after Nov. 1.
Firas that fail to liquidate such Cuban holdings
bylhatdateunbesnedinu.s.omnu, starting

’ .
. Feb. L. ’
§ ul : Clinton, who has been under intense pressuce
= from U.S. allies to bar future lawsuils, claimed his
two-proaged approach would give the United

Siates the means to build an inlernational coalition
aimed at bringing democracy to Cuba and end divi-

sive s over how to desl with Havana.
‘l 0 l now But merican Jeaders, Republican back-
ers of Helms-Burton and even some prominent

Democrats immediately decricd the president's

Al A

ma

E move as wallling and inadequate. Privately, they
7 rms are given | o Gl
Con ' e
S mS might be free o?rdcuonle presures from Cuban
539 U e Ven ' AIIIBol: l%lmgheuhue:umed Republican candidate
-0 . e, ubli

N for president, accused Clinton of “trying to have it
g,'i. me tO leeSt botb ways an U.S. policy toward Oublg He claims
L]

PLEASE SEE CUBA, 8A
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be is allowing a penalty'to go into

effect = civil lighility for teaf-

ficking in briated
:ﬂ be ﬂ not alloww::\m-
can citizens 1o use American
courts to seek justice.”

Qlinton ssid he would review
the cooperation Europesn,
Canadian and Latin American
allies after six months, then
decide whether to allow U.S. law-
suits to proceed , against their
companies uader Title III of
Helms-Burton. )

“Today's action is the best way
to achieve the bipartisan objec-
tives we all share: to isolate the
. Cuban government and to bring

strong international pressure to
::;_ oD Cl::l'l lea eln. while

ing out the very rea
of faly implementiog Title 11 in
the event it becomes necessary,™
Clinton said in 3 statement.

“By working with our allies —
not against them — we will avold
a split that the Cuban regime will
be sure to exploit,” he added.

The possible lawsuits affected
by Tuesday's action are only
those that would be filed on
behalf of 5,911 claimants whose
Josses have been filed with the
U.S. government since 1967.
Other suits possible by
Helms-Burton, including those
on behalf of naturalized Cuban
Americans, are still scheduled to
begin Mar. 12, 1998.

A roving envey -,
A i ey b0 trvel
t aav
gpomtw_ y capials gd under-
score the irpartanee his admin-
ion -.places on pmmodns

istration !
civil society, human nghts an
using economic aid as
for political reform ia Cuba. No
candidate was named; the presi-
dent’s lagt special adviser for
Cuba, Kichard Nuccio, resigned
in against Helms-Buston.
S allies and trading panners
ﬁ:ﬂ:’ a that t::tey, l}k‘n
s-Burton supportess,” felt
dissatisfied.

British Foreign Secretary Mal-
colm Rivkind, whose govern-
ment bas led gg tl:temauoul
outcry nst w't “extra-
umtorﬁ . weleomed Clin-
ton's decision to delay any law-
suits until Feb. | at the earliest.

“This means that there will be

1Y RAALL ARLARS m’ y“r‘
e vopalied b o
th'ed.m in':‘- way,” Rivkind

said '

But lsaders ¢f the European '

Unian insisted they will preparc
retalistory eps Taiut the
United States, goasibly including
blacklisting of U.S. cormpanies
that suc Fumpean firms or
requiring visas of US. business
travelers.

Flerce oriticiam

_From Capitd HIll, the criti-
cism of Clintoa’s action Tuesday
was fierce and mocking.

“Presidemt Clinton has once

again taken a fism stand an both
s1des of an impartant issue,” said
Sen. Jesse
the pninci .
“The uv Mr. Climon has
capitulated to {Cuban President]
Fidel Castro and his foreign busi-
ness collaboratms, who net only
condons Castm’s cruel dictator-
ghhlp. buc want e help it flour-
ish.”

“A backbomse of Jell-O,"
scoffed Rep. Limcoln Disz-Bal-
art, R-Fla. “That's what Presi-
dent Clintoa demonstrated
today.”

Democrats slo have figured
prowminently e the Cubs issue
— Florida Sea. Bodb Graham,

Bob Menmdez snd Robert

Totricelli, both of New Je
.. gnd Peter T

" rderhill — all -E:udmm '
: > -

. Ephmnem with Clinton’s decpi:
-sion

Clinton’s forsign policy advis-
* ers, sald Menmedez, convinced
him that foreigs countries “will
do in six maosths what
haven't done ia 37 years, whi
is promote den in Cu
;il:‘nead of lookiag at the bottom
‘ ”

One.notable exception to the
bail of criticlsm came from )
Mas - dhgirman of the
Cuban Americas National Foun-

- dation; the most influential exile
lobby. It reflecsed g desire by

- Mas to mend ties with Clinton as
8 bedge against his re-slection,
congressional sesrces 3id.

Mas told reperters Tucsday's
action was “an intelligent mes-
sure by Presidest Clinton, with
which he has tshen an adequate
step.”

R-N.C., one of
of the law
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“President Clinton has once
again taken a firm stand on both
sides of an important issue.”

— Sonate Foroign Relations
Committee Chairman
Jeosse Helms

“President Clinton's contin-
uad indecision until the last pos-
sible moment damonetrates,
once.again, that this president is
rudderiess when it comes to
standing up for American princi-
ples around the world.” -

— Repiblican prasidential
candidate Bob Dole

*A backbone of Jell-O. That's
what President Clinton demon-
strated {oday. . . . The presi-
dent's action today is a dramatic
higtoric example of appease-

- ment atitsworst. It is 2 demon-
stration of ultimate weakness by

a systomatically weak chief
executive,” .

= Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart,

. R-Fla.
**] am outraged by President
Cilnton’s unwillingness to stand
firm in the defenss of freadom
and his apparent sagerness to
accommodate Fidel Castro and
sll those who do business with
his totalitarian regime."
- Son. Connio Mack, R-Fla.
“it's an intelligent measure by
President Clinton. . . an ade-
Quate step.”
=~ Jorge Mas Canoss,

ts for 6 ' onths

WHAT TEY SAID

chsirmen of the Cuban
American Nations! Foundation

“On the positive side, there's
no green light for foreigners to
invest In Cuba. There's too
much uncertainty. But the bad
side is that President Clinton
had the chance to coms across
s being principled and standing
up to the Europeans and he
dign't. . . . it dislliusions Cuban
Americans who were getting
ready to vote for him In Florida
and New Jersey."

- Nicolas Gutierrez, Miami

lawyer representing about 80

potential claimants under
Heime-Burton

“Ali that's happened today is
that the suprame empire has
given tha world a reprieve —
{agresing] not t0 violate its sov-
ereignty for the next gix
months.”

== Cuban Forelgn Minister
Roberto Robaina

“They [the U.S.] are still toli-
ing us which direction to follow.
.+« It's an unacceptable way to
proceed.”

- Canadian For Trade
Minister Art Eggleton

“It's no cause for celebration,
but it's a positive reaction from
the United States to the Euro-
pesn Union's position.”

— Spanish Foreign Minister
Abal Matutes

-M,
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Aug. 1= Title lll of the
Helms-Burton law takes effect,
making “trafficking” in confis-
cated property in Cuba iliegal.
The clock begins tickingon a
80-day gracs period giving for-
eign firms the opportunity to
end such busineas deals.

Nov. 1— Foreign firms that
have not stopped doing busi-
ness in American-olaimed prop-
ertles becomae liable for dam-
ages. If the property Is valued at
$50,000 or more, they could
face lawsuits from U.S, regis-

tered claimants in another three-

months.
Jan. 18, 1997 — The president
decides whether to allow the

HELMS-BURTON TIMETABLE

first lawsuits to be filed on Feb
1. I he decides to postpone the
guits, he must invoke the U.S.
national interest and argue that
postponement wi “expadite a
transition to democracy in
Cuba.”

Feb. 1, 1997 — Uniess the

_president has waived the provi-

elon for another six months, the

first lawsuits may be filed by any

of 5,911 U.S. companies and
individuals, whoss claims have
been on the books since 1967.

March 12, 1938 — Naturalized
Cuban Americans may begin to
file sults against foreigners traf-
ficking in confisceted property
in Cuba.

PUMNNNENNDRISNNNS e
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Poder de.dem

Clinton decide hoy:

Por CYNTIIA COR7A)
Redevirve de El Nucorw Nerald

(Permitir @ ro permilir Jas deman-
das? Ese s ¢l dilema del momento.

El prcsidente Bill Clidon decidisd
hoy af mediodia l‘llé pasard con el Arti-
uﬂo 11l de In Loy Helins-Burton, 12 con-
troversial  cldusula  gue  permilisia

I -
~—

NUEVO HERALD
» OE JULIO DE 1996

Wetes /i

demandar a compaiias extranjcras gque

gmj:ﬂl con propiedades confiscndas en

.6'I:ocos ¢ alrcven r predecir su deci-
sion.

. "Nq tlenenios ni idea de qué va a deci-
dir”, dijo wna fusriin gubernamonial quc
pjg.llb RO see identificada. “Es una deci-
sion dificil. Cualquier cosa que decida

en Ley Helms

jLe dard el si?

en corcs [ederalcs a Ins cimpresas

exlrasjcras Que negncian con sirs propie-
dades confiscadas por el gobsicrno de

Fidel Castro bace mds dc t1es décadas,
Tambita extiende e} derecho de deman-

dar » aquellos cubancamericanos que no

VEA ARTICULOIIL, 2A

andas clave

Va 4 causar guc algunas personag so sicn-
tan ea;_mndtn con e:l. re:ul:;;lo".
uenle ascguré que i0s ase-
::ﬂts de Clinton estdn (li\‘i(':loo': al res-
0.
“Crco que vp # eor vau thaciyign o
ditima hm', dno fa (veunte. " ¢
La cldusuvia permiite que ciudadanos y
compaiiias cstadovnidenscs demanden

LI
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Clinton se debate entre el si 'y el no al

" ARTICLOIY, DE1A

. eran
ciedadanos estaldounidenses
cuando sus propiedudes fueron
conliscadas, pero quc luego se

.nacionalizaron,

Duranie los iltimos dias, Clin-
n se ha esiado preparando para
Ia decisida que enfrenta. Segin
Mike McCurry, pordavoz de (a
Cida Blanca, duranie e} fin de
scimana Cliaton sc fievé a Camp
David un documenio con reco-
‘meadaciones sobre a Hcodms-
Burton.

“Lo que el presidente cstd con-
tcmplando es simplcmente, uno,
iusé promoverd ... el inlcrés

nacional de Esiados Unidos? y
dos, ;qué acelerard uma transi-
cida a la democracia en Cuba,
deatro de (a ley™, dijo McCurry.

Una postergacién de la medida
retrasaria por seis meses so
puesta en vigor, susponderia of
derecho logal a reclamar posesidn
de Jas propiedades o la posibili-
dad de individuos o entidades de
catablar acciones legales en las
cortes.

De no posiergarse of Articuly
U1, entraria en vigor ¢ lro. de
agosto.

“No se qué va a hacer™, 'dijn
Bob Menéndez, representante
demécrata por Nueva Jersey y el

cubanocamericano mds influycnte
en la politica estadounidense
bacia la isfa. “Tengo una corazo-
nada de que va a permitir que a
cldusula entre en vigor™.

Fuentes vinculadas a Ia Casa
Blanca sseguran que Clivton he
estudiado concienzudamente sus
opciones. Ha lefdo mucho. Hs
convessado con ssesores, pollti-
cos, exper{os y académicos. Enire
sus ascsores ha estado Madeleine
Albright, embaj de Estados
Unidos cn Naciones Unidas.

*El cstd muy conscieale de que
tomd Ia decision de aprobar
Helms-Burion como medida
punitiva conira el gobierno de
Cuba”, dijo una fucnic allcgada a

ta Casa Btanca. “Nada ha ¢
biado".

Clinlon, que duranie mese
opuso a2 la Helms-Burion, d

316 aprobar l;'l:gb?) mlm [
derribé 30: avionetas estado
denses de Hermanos sl Rest
en .‘ﬁm inlesnacionales, ora
aando la mueste de cuatro v<
larios de esa organizacion d
liados. : o

I'ara oplar por una )
cién del Articulo 111, Cligtos™
dcla que demosirar que ire
menlarlo irfa en conlm d.=
interseses de sepuridad nacio
de Estados Unidos y que se



penjudicial ¢l proceso de
una transiciém hacia la democra-
c1a en Cuba,

“Los €Xpertos creen que la vaa
aprobar”, dijo George Harper,
abogado experto en la Helms-
Burton de ia firma Steel Hector

Davis. “Vaa ser dificil demos-
trar que posponer la fecha de
implementacién ¢s necesario
para la seguridad nacional y pro-
mover la democracia en Cuba™.

La decisién no es facil. Cual.
quiera que se tome tendrd serias
repercusiones a nivel mundial.
Afectard las relaciones de Esta-
dos Unidos com sus aliedos euro-
peos. con Camada v con vecinos
latinoamericanos.

La Unién Exropea advirtid la
sermana pasada que congelari
bienes estadoumidenses y exigird
visas a los cimdadanos de este
pais que quieran visitar Euro
si alguna firma europea es penaii-
zada por invemtir en Cuba.

El gobieno anadiense criticé
energicamente ls decision y dijo
qu:fredm que una comision de
conflictos del Tratado de Libre
Comercio pam América del
Norte (TLC) tame una determi-
nacion respecte a las disposicio-
neglde la Ley gue considere obje-
table.

Hace un mes, Canadé aprobé
una ley con medidas de represa-
lia contra la Heims-Burton que
permite a los cudadanos cana-
dienses llevar axe los tribunales
reclamos para recuperar dafios
econdmicos cawsados por ls ley.

Articule IIT de 1a Helms

“Creo que ha habido muchas
quejas de nuestros aliados™, dijo
Harpcr. “Pero la respuesia se
puede dirigir sélo a aquellos afec-
tados por el Articulo [II. Es algo
muy especifico vy creo que solo
casos aislados estardn sujetos 2
demandas’.

Segun Harper, la_pregunta
esencial es. s1 el Presidente
decide permitir la puesta en prac-
tica del Articulo I1I, ;qué men-
saje le envia al mundo sobre ef
compromiso de Estados Unidos
con el libre comercio?

*“El quiere ser un propulsor del
libre comercio. quiere expan-
dirlo; continuar el movimiento™.
dijo Harper. “Y su preocupacion
es que si no lo pospone, estard en
una encrucijada™.

Clinton podria salir airoso.
segin Harper. si deja muy en
claro que su decision proviene de
un incidente aislado que surge de
los problemas entre Cuba y Esta-
dos Unidos.

“Tiene que aseguraries que
esto no significs ua cambio en la
politica estadounidense hacia el
libre comercio internacional™.
dijo Harper. “Entonces podrd
sobrepasar la rormenta”.

Vea conferencia de
prensaen ia Casa Blanca.
pagina SA.
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Fragmentos de la rueda de
prensa llevada a cabo e
lunes en ia Casa Blanca por
Michael McCurry, portavoz
presidencial, sobre |a Ley
Heims-Burton y e} Articulo il

Periodista; La oﬁidn de abste-
nerse [de aplicar l%l Helms-
Burton, jen qué est &gmén
tomard ia decisién? ;Tendr§ que
aprobaria el Presidente y tendrd
que decidir para mafiana {hoy
martes] por a2 noche?

cCurry: El Presidente se
llevé consigo a Camp David ¢}
pasado fin de semana un docy-
mEnto con recomendaciones
sobre el asunto Helms-Burton.
En breve. Ia cuestién es si el Pre.
Sidente deberia 0 no invocar una
abstencion del Anticulo II] de esa
ley. .. que podria dar lugar a una
de estas tres cosas: atrasar por
S€iS meses sus estipulaciones.
suspender el derecho legal a
reclamar posesién [de propieda-
des conﬂscagiu]. 0 suspender la
potestad de individuos o entida-
des de eatablar accidn en las cor-
es.,.

Periodista: [F| canciller briti-
nico] Malcolm Rifkind dice que
la Unidn Europea tomars repre-
jalias si Estados Unidos activa la

elms-Burton.,

McCurry: Muchos de nuestros
aliados no estén de acuerdo con
lo que ellos llaman “las caracte-
risticas extraterritariales™ de esta
¢stpulacion ... Pero a ellos les
decimos: “Unanse a nosotros en

¢l esfuerzo por confinar el comu- C

nismo cubano en ef basurero de
la Historia, donde merece
estar”, ., _
Periodista: Antes de Ia reunién
del G-7 usted y orros funciona-
nos [noneameticanoxs} dijeron
jue los aliados deberian hacer
algo para demostrar que estin

tratando de aislar a Castro y que

TV MAKT! MIAMI

0S mantendremos

ustedes estim buscando sefiales
de que ellos estdn trmando de
hacer eso. ;Han visto indicios?

Mchrrgvz No hemgs visto
muchos. Sf hemos oide ?auejas
contra nuestra finiciativa, i3 ley)
..‘.,y francamente ulaxenos ofdo
Inas quejas comira ella que quejas
contra Fidel Castro, uq

Y hemos dicho & nuesiros alia-
dos: “Lo tienewtodo confundids,
Ustedes debes comprender que

uba ... se ha ubicado fuera de
la comunidad de naciones y
rehisa ver el cambio kistdrico
que ocurre en wnlos paises ante-
riormente cormmnistas y totalita-
rios, {rehisa ur}' que I8 econo-
mia de mercade funciona, que la
politica democerdtica femciona.
que ambas. de la mana, pueden
cambiar la vida de un pueblo que
ba sido encarcelado por of comu-
nismao™.

Y hasta que esc mensaje suene
fuerte y claro. en La
:f_ali con (3 ayuda de mestros

1ados. . . el efic 0 de eaxz legis-
lacion queda par ver . . _

Continuaremes mantendién-
donos firmes. Tiene que haber
[en Cuba] Ia clase de cambio que
estd previsia en la Ley Helms-
Burton v
plaba la
Cubana.

Periodista: Swena como i
usted estuviera insinuando una
linea dura. ;Es éa la inteacién?

McCurry: Dejando apane csie
asunto de la abswencion. los etec-
tos de la Ley Helms-8urion
representan una inea durs hacia
uba porque requiere que Esta-
dos Unidos tome ¢ciertas medidas
contra ciertos individuas en
cuanto a sus visasy su capacidad
pPara visjar a Estados Unidos. v
ya las hemos tormdo.

Hacemos esto porque ¢s un
asunto muy seria, Fue llevado a
un nivel aun mas serior por la
conducta  escamdalosa  del

ey de Democracia

bana. :

Ue mmbién contem- T

NU. UB0EP.15. 4/0

€ Cubano Sufre a
causa de la politica
econdémica de Estado:
Unidos o de los
embargos. Sufre a
manos de un sistema
econdmico totalitario
quees un fracaso total

MICHAEL McCURRY
Portavoz presidencla

obicrno de Cuba, cuando abati6
sos aviones civiles. asesinando a
cuatro personas inocentes. Y la
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reaccidn del Congreso, del Presi-

dente y del puchlo ante esa atro-

cidad fue muy rdpida.
Perlodista: ;Diria usied que

cicrtos de nuestros aliados ponen

Jas ganancias inmediatas antes de
los.’actos politicamente cosrec-
Los?

MeCarry: Creemos que o que
escorrecto politicamente y lo que
€8 correcio ccondmicamente es
efectuar (a clase de cambio que
liberard al pucblo de Cuba. Fse es
el propésilo de la Helms-
Burion y de Ia Ley de Democea-
cia Cubana.

Esa es la politica que hemos
seguido y que francamente todo
Presidente [norteamericano ha
seguido en las dltimas tres déca-
das pacu llevar a cabo Ia clase de
cambio que deseamos ver en
Cuba. ..

Periodists: Esta geale estd
tesriblemente hambrienta y toda-

EL MUEVO HERALD 5 A
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via no han derrocado al régimen,
i'xN?l seguicdn sufriendo de ham-
re

McCurry: E! pueblo de Cuba
no sufre a causa de la politica
econdémica de Estados Unidos o
de los embargos. Sufre a manos
de un sistema econémico totali-
lario que es un fracaso total . . .
Las fuentes del sufrimiento del
rudi’lf cubnqg son |Il' pgl_ticn

ceribles seguidas por el régimen
de Castro . . .

Perlodista: ;Ticne el Pres;-
dente espacio para maniobear . . .
1.Y estard dispuesto a aceptar el
Castigo econémico que podrian

infligir los curopeos, sus oftros
aliados?

McCurry: La latitud que liene
lel Presidente] esif expresada en
a ley misma. El es responsable
por los intereses nacionales ¥ poc
(as medidas que aceleren 1a {rans-

icion a la democracia cw Cuba.

fuertes hasta que Cuba cambie

El puede asvnir que Jos intere-
scs nacionales sufrirdn si los alia-
dos toman represalias, pero al
mismo ticmpo debe tomar en
cuenla lo que ... promueva la
clase de cambio en Cuba que des-
camas. Eo cuant(o a Ja abstencién
[de castigos], si Ia atrasa seis
mescs, hay cicria flexibilidad en
cuanto a cdmo se pucde aplicar
+ -+ Y €30 estd definido en |a ley.

Periedista: Si los aliados impo-
nen medidas de represalia . . .
i60mo acluard el Presidente . . .
aate los inoonvenieq(cs y el dolor
econémico que sulricjan Jos ciu-
dadanos norteamericanos?

McCurry: [Et Presidente) sope-
sar3 csas {aclores, (al como sope-
sard la ira que sicate el pucblo
americano anie la conducla des-
carada del gobicrno cubano y Ja
pasién con que ¢ puchlo ameri-
cano anhela la ftibertad para cf
pucblo de Cuba . . .
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News From
CONGR BOB MENENDEZ

For Immediate Release Contact: Michael Hutton
July 16, 1996 {202) 225-7919

CONGRESSMAN BOB MENENDEZ STRONGLY CRITICIZES
PRESIDENT FOR "WALKING AWAY FROM DEMOCRACY IN
CUBA", BY SUSPENDING TITLE IIl OF THE LIBERTAD ACT

Washington, D.C. -- Congressman Bob Menendez today strongly and sharply criticized
President Clinton's decision to suspend the provision in the Helms/Burton legislation allowing
United States citizens to file suit in U.S. courts against those profiting from illepally confiscated

propertics in Cuba.

"With this partial suspension decision, the President has delayed the best chance we have
had to apply interpational economic pressure on the brutal and repressive Castro dictatorship.
President Clinon is postponing an Opportunity for democracy in Cuba,” Menendez stated.

» Although, I had hoped that he would not delay the right of action, because the President
did not waive all of Title I1I, be thereby created standing and irreversible rights for U.S. citizens,
and started the clock running on the liabitities of foreign companies invested in the stolen property
of American citizens in Cuba,"” Menendez said. :

Menendez, the only Cuban-American Democrat in Congress and a member of the
[nternational Relations Committee, continued, *The President is scnding the wrong message with
the suspension of Title 111. This decision puts economics ahead of democracy, profits before

human rights and the demands of multi-national businesses over the rights of American citizens.”

The Republican influenced United States Chamber of Commerce and National Association
of Manufacturers heavily lobbied the Administration, Menendez said and "this decision puts the
seal of approval of the United States government on the profiteering of stolen American property.
The President is giving forcign corporation more time 1o use confiscated American property [0
make money for a discredited dictator. Title [ is a powerful 100l W create meaningful economic
disincentives against propping up Fidel Castro; today President Clinton disabled us from using this
tool for six more months.”
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Menendez, who represents onc of the most heavily Democratic Congressional Districts in
New Jersey. pointed out that he has always praised President Clinton when he was right, but is
unafraid 1o criticize him when he was wrong. "The President is sadly mistaken if he thinks that
keeping the flow of internadonal money (o the last communist dictator in the Western Hemispherc
will accelerate the rebirth of democracy in Cuba. I bad hoped that the President would
demonstrate real leadership which would have directly led to the fall of Castro. Instead, he will
make us wait for another day.”

The President’s decision undermines decades of American policy to isolate the Castro
regime. “There are critics wha say that Castro should be dealt with as if he were a legitimate
lcader. Castro gained power by stealing property from American citizens and freedom loving
Cubans. Today is a sad day, because President Clinton is now allowing Castro to get away with
his barbarous piracy.

The President’s advisors have convinced the President to suspend the right to sue on the
false hopes that we can accomplish in six months, what we have been unable to do in 37 years.
Namely, have our allies and foreign comnpanies act responsibly to promote democracy and human
rights in Cuba,” Menendez concluded.

i
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E Clinton la vigencia
sobre el Titulo I

POSPON

Por ARIEL REMOS Noobstanle 1a decisién de gmpundﬂr por seis  ley LIBERTAD".
¢l derocho de Y0s ciudadancs umericands
idente Bill Clinton opto por a mndar a compahias que estén traficando  Dijo astmismo el Presidente que al nnal del

Helms-Burton. wEgloy Sus- €on 8us pwpiedadu confiscadas ilegal periodo de seis meses en que
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