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Response to September 27,2000 letter fk'om Senator Jesse Helms to the President

1. have been reliably infonned that (punuant to Section 599d of the Foreign 
Operations, Eaport Fmancing, and Related Programs Appropriations Act 2000)

least ten foreign, privately run so-«alled popuhtion control advocacy groups 
and international organizations have, so far, refused to certify to the Agency for 
International Development that they did not perform or promote abortions with 
their own funds.”

To ft^ly nine organizations have elected not to certify under the terms of Section 
S99d. The^otd amount of fimding received by these organizations is $8,360,000.
Senator identifies the two largest non'Certifying organizations, the International 
planned twemhood Federation in London (IPPF) and the World Health Organization, in 
bis letter The remaining seven organizations together have received a very small amount 
of funding; $860,000.

2. ”We received the finding! nf die Genera] Accounting Office report called 
**DSAID Compliance with Family Pbnning Restrictions” which we find 
disturbine, to say the least.**

The findings of the GAO report indicate that USAID has fiuthfhlly implemented and 
complied with restrictions placed on its population program and that it has satisfectory 
mechanisms for ensuring continued compliance, [^e report notes that IPPF made an 

admmistrative error where funds were sent to two affiliates (India and Uganda) that 
provide abortion-related services in addition to &mily planning. IPPF identified this 
error during a Price Waterhouse audit in March 2000 and corrected it prior to the GAO 
revietyTlJlie GAO report was issued on October 2, but Senator Helms has placed a 30 
day einWgo on its distiibutio]^

"The Committee then sought the names of the eight other organizations that arc 
nfiiaing to comply with U.S. law.”

, (on-certifying organizations are not in violation of U.S. law. The option not to certify 
'‘^and still receive funding within the $1S million cap was made possible when the 

President exercised the waiver provision in the law.

4. **We were arrogantfy infonned that the Information would not be provided 
unless unprecedented and illegitimate restrictions were implemented.”

In September. USAID received a verbal request for the list of nort-certifying 
organizations from a member of Senator Helms staff. USAID provided a briefing for the 
staff offering to provide this information under the same arrangements that had been 
agreed to by the White House and House leadership in May 2000. The staff refused to 
agree to tbe^ conditions. USAID proposed that the White House meet with the staff and
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was awaited their response when this tetter was sent. Throughout these exchanges, no 

disrespect >vas shown to the Senator Helms* staff.

mouse Agreement: Tlie Administration is imwiUing to provide in ^en form the 
identitiesSrthe 7 small Doiw«tifying organizations because it coi^ expose the 

organizations, their staff and clients to excessive media ,
nhvS harm. In light of these concerns and recogmzmg the need for Congress to folfill 
fts oversight responsibilities, an agreement was struck between the WWte ^ouse^ 
House te^ership that USAID would provide to the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations 

rHACFOl a listing of the amounts of fUnding provided to each non-^ulVing 
organization without revealing the names of these 7 organizations. In ^drti^ the n^es 
of these organizations would be provided verbaUy to the Chamnan of the Subcommittee 
with the understanding that it would be held in confidence. information was 
provided by USAID in May 2000. To the best of our knowledge, th^ confidence has 
been respected and the privacy of non-certlftring organizations remains protected.]

5 -I am sure that you agree that U,S. taxpayers have every right to Imow which 
groups (domestic or forcigu) use taxpayer funds to carry out foreign aid
projects.”

Through the notification process, USAID routinely provides Congress with the names of 

contractors and grantees receiving foreign assistance funds.
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United States 3aiatt
COMlWrrrEE on FOREtGN RELATIONS 

WASHIN6TDN, DC 20510-6225

September 27,2000 h
TTie President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

*43.0542
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I am sure you agree that U.S. t^ayers have every right to know which 

groups (domestic or foreign) use ta^ayer funds to carry out foreign aid projects.
There has ney^ been any question about this.

AJ.D. does not now, nor has it ever, operated covert foreign aid programs. 
For your people to suggest otherwise could permanently damage AJLD.’s 

credibility in the field as well as to cause fiiend and foe aliVa to question the U.S. 
Government’s stated intentions to help poor people.

Mr. President, providing this mformation without further delay will put an 
end to this charade.

Sincerely,

ilu
JESSE HELMSrggg


