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JRL S:TE'RN'E, Editori'ai feage-fEd'itbr o

Sen Jesse: Helms of North Carolina has demon-

- strated in the two weeks since Republicans gained
control of the Senate: that he is not: up to'being
. chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee o

' letter saying “the administration Would -.not get .

“full-and fair" treatment before his. committee if it
“did-not postpone Senate action’ on’ &’ world- trad
.agreement That i§ not the position ‘of the-

can Party in Congress L

Then Mr. Helms recklessly said on national tele-_,- fi

. sible

o Senatoerugar was: chairman of the committee
from: 1985?-to 1987:: He isﬁa fair} intelligent respon-

vision that he did not believe President Cliriton is ate 2

“up to” the job of commander in chief and irnplied‘
-that members of the Jomt. chiefs of staﬂ iad said-a
‘much to him. Sen. Bob Dole, the majority-leader-
- be;-and other Republican senators criti

‘remark; Gen. ‘John Shalikashvili chairman of the

joint chiefs, denied it was trie. - s

.'chairman ofthe Agri" ure

Helms was, however’; electedtothe Sen-
.atefir 1d-under strict’ ‘'senlority rulés is'appar- _
ently entitled to be chairman (He was already :

“If Senate Republicans warit to demonstrate that.._f-: +S€] fority

they are more interested in governing than in
- .bomb-throwing; they will deny: Senator Helms:the _
: chairmanship and award it to Sen Richard Lugar
of Indiana. -~

president s foreigh policy decisions and. actions;

but added; “We-have to back whoever's president -
and do the very best we can to help him to-do a
good job.” That is responsible and patriotic — and.
traditional — bipartisanship: Politics may not real-

7 la:and Ted Stevens of A

Senater ‘Helms does not understand that “the;",_-
administration” is his govemment -Sen...Orrin ...
Hatch, R44tah, said he'does not agree: with:all’ the ::

 )SOME non-senior House Republicans to- chairman- _

ships ‘And-two senators — Johin Warner of Virgin-
: .'dispute each oth-
er's’.claim: of seniority.... on. the Rules ‘and
Administration Committee. 'I‘he Republican Cau-
cus will- have'to decide that:.

--Republicaris: say- they are ready to govem again

They say they are not prisoners of the old niles and

prejudices. They.can prove it and do their country a

favor by naming Mr. Lugar,. anhd not. Mr, ‘Helms,
: chairman of the Foreign Relations Comrnittee '
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Statement of Senator Jesse Helms
Dictated from Raleigh, North Carolina
November 22, 1994

!

I made a mistake last evening which I shall not repeat. In
an informal telephone interview with a local reporter, I made an
offhand remark in an attempt to emphasize how strongly the
American people feel about the pation's declining defense

capability and other issues in which the President has been
involved and for which he is responsible. '

0f couree, I did not expect to be taken literally when, to
emphasize the constant concerns T am hearing, I far too casually
suggeated that the Pragident might need a bodyguard, or words to
that effect. (It's irrelevant to mention that he already has
bodyguards.)

and let me say that President Cclinton will of course be
welcomed by me and other citizens of North Carolina and other
states anytime he choosecs to visit us.

The reporter asked my opinion, and I tried to be candid in
my response: The President has gserious problems with his record
of draft avoidance, with his stand on homosexuals in the
military, and with the declining defense capability of America's
Armed Forcas. (The Secretary of Defcnege recently acknowledged
that three U.B. Army Divisions are not now combat ready.)

I reiterate that I now wish that I had engaged in a terse
interview with the reporter. I did not. As bas been my custom,
we had an informal conversation from which he extracted an
informal Quote that ghould not have been taken literally, let
alone published. I do not fault him. I fault myself., From now
on, such contacts as . may have with the media will be ecntirely

formal.
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