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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 3, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Lionel Jospin
Prime Minister of the

French Republic
Paris

In the broader diplomatic arena, a vigorous U.S.-European 
partnership remains essential to addressing positively the 
difficult challenges ahead in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa. The ties we are forging between the United States and 
France are helping to strengthen that partnership and to make it 

more effective.

Thank you for your kind letter. I too appreciated the 
opportunity to discuss with you some of the critical challenges 
that our two countries face as we enter the 21st century. In 

particular, I appreciate your July 30 announcement of approval 
of the two U.S. GMO corn applications. This alleviates an 
extremely important matter for the United States, especially 
given our troubled corn exports this year.

Hillary and I were delighted to be able to spend time with you 
and Sylviane, and I hope we will soon have the opportunity to 
meet again. I wish you a well-deserved August holiday.
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1 to Jospin's letter expressing appreciation for his 
action to approve the U.S. bio-engineered corn varieties and 
expressing interest in a transatlantic dialogue on products of 

biotechnology.

The French government acted July 30, announcing that while it 
would approve the two U.S. corn varieties, it was declaring a 
two-year moratorium on GMO rapeseed plants (a Canadian problem). 
In your reply, you thank him for his action on the corn and 
expressing interest in a transatlantic dialogue on the products 

of biotechnology.

Prime Minister Jospin wrote to thank you for your hospitality 
and for your discussions on the challenges faced by modern 
democracies. He also raises the issue of bio-engineered corn 
("GMOs") that you discussed in your meetings. As you recall, 
you pressed Jospin to approve the licenses for two U.S. biotech 

food products.
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Mr. President, Dear Friend,

..J...

I should like to thank you very much for the welcome you gave me 

and the delegation accompanying me during my visit to Washington.

I particularly appreciated the time you were kind enough to give to 

our meetings which afforded an opportunity for some fascinating exchanges on 

the development of modern democratic societies and the challenges they face.

I was pleased to note the close convergence in our analyses and our 

common determination to build a truly multipolar world in which the United 

States and Europe will be able to intensify their partnership, a key element for 

prosperity and stability in the world.

I am most grateful to you that the few remaining differences 

between our two countries could be addressed so frankly, and I am pleased that 

approaches were found to surmount them together. I am thinking in particular 

of the difficult question of genetically altered organisms for which we decided 

to establish a French-American working group.

You may be sure that the French government is determined to 

continue its efforts, with the President of the Republic, to strengthen the 

French-American dialogue which was demonstrated throughout my visit, to 

take it forward and enhance it in all areas to a level worthy of the long history 

of friendship between our two countries.

iA> f
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Yours sincerely,

signed: Lionel Jospin

[Please accept, Mr. President, the assurance of my highest 

consideration.]

My wife joins me in offering you and Mrs. Clinton our profound 

gratitude.
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Monsieur le President,

'*»s

monde veritablement multipolaire, au sein duquel les Etats-Ums et

Je vous

(

Lionel JOSPIN

Je souhaite vous remercier vivement pour I’accueil que vous avez bien voulu me reserver, 
ainsi qu’a la delegation qui m’accompagnait lors de mon sejour a Washington.

Son Excellence
Monsieur William CLINTON
President des Etats-Unis d’Amerique

J’ai releve avec 
commune de construire un

quelques differends qui subsistent entre nos deux pays et je me rejouis que des pistes aient ete 
trouvees pour les surmonter ensemble. Je pense en particulier a la difficile question des

_____  . « _ __ «••** rrrniina HP
trouvees pour les surmonter ensemoie. je pciiac cu pamvianvi « n
organismes genetiquement modifies, pour lesquels nous avons decide de creer un groupe de 

travail franco-americain.

J’ai ete particulierement sensible au temps que vous avez bien voulu consacrer a nos 
entretiens, qui ont ete I’occasion d’echanges de vues passionnants sur revolution des societes 

democratiques modemes et les defis auxquels elles sont confrontees.

Soyez assure de la volonte du gouvemement frangais de continuer a oeuvrer, avec le 
President de la Republique, pour que le renforcement du dialogue franco-amencain qui s est 
manifeste au cours de ma visite, se poursuive et s’enrichisse, dans tous les domaines, a un niveau 

digne de la longue histoire d’amitie entre nos deux pays .

plaisir une grande convergence entre nos analyses et notre volonte 
vvuu..u.iv -i monde veritablement multipolaire, au sein duquel les Etats-Ums et 
1’Europe pourront approfondir leur partenariat, element fondamental de la prospente et de la 

stabilite du monde.

suis tres reconnaissant de la franchise avec laquelle nous avons pu aborder les

Mon epouse se joint a moi pour vous transmettre, ainsi qu’a Mme CLINTON, 

1’expression de notre profonde gratitude.

croire, Monsieur le President, a 1’assurance de ma tres hauteJe vous prie de 
consideration.



PLEASE STAFF

Washington, July 9, 1998

Dear Mr. Berger,

With regards,

wincois Buion deFrancois Bujon de I'Estang

JUL 1311:38

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent to you on June 26,

1998 to President Clinton from Mr. Lionel Jospin, Prime Minister of the French Republic 

who asked me to forward it to him.

The Honorable
Samuel R. Berger
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

President.
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His Excellency
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and Sylviane, and I hope we will soon have the opportunity bp 

meet again. >7

-he

1

|> J Cl» O



5002CONFIDENTIAL

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SAMUEL BERGERFROM:

ister JospinMessage to French PrimeSUBJECT:

Purpose

Background

v/

7/21/08

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff

ing his interest in a 
iotechnology and to maintain

The French held 
auspices of th^ 
report i-ndged 
government h^
Jospin Tues

Respond to Jospin's letter reiter
bilateral dialogue on products o|
pressure on the French governmer/ to approve the licenses for 
two U.S. biotech food products#

be safe. His science 
cooperative dialogue 
expressed interest, b 
moving ahead with agp 
are safe.
agreed to a bilat 
confirm your comm

» corn ("GMOs") during your meeting 
ster Jospin. Jospin noted his 
e whole issue of biotechnology and

CONFIDENTIAL
Reason: 1.5(b)
Declassify On:

/ DECLASSIFIED
< E.0.13526, Sec. 35(b)
White House Guideliues, September!!, 2l)lft

By-JCL. NARA, Date 1V” '

b "consensus conference" in late June under the 
French parliament, and the resulting preliminary 
lessed the two varieties. However, the 
still not acted. The Vice President spoke to

y to urge him to follow through before we lose 
completely^200 million in corn sales to Spain this summer. 

Jospin was non-commital, though we believe they are nearing a 
decision.

You discussed our problems Jwith French delays in licensing two 

varieties of bio-engineer
last month with Prime Min
political problems with <
food products, but admi/ted that the corn varieties appeared to 

minister proposed that we enter into a 
on issues related to biotechnology. You 
ut noted that we should focus first on 
rovals on the products that we both agree 

Subsequentlyjthe French told the press that we had 

•al dialogue, and Jospin wrote you seeking to 
:ment to this.



SOOT-CONFIDENTIAb

CONFI DENT-PALIMMEDIATE CLASS:PREC:

THE WHITE HOUSEFROM:

AMEMBASSY PARISTO:

:e minister jospinPRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO FRENCH PSUBJECT:

2. BEGIN TEXT.

DEAR LIONEL:

'PNG
O TH'i

DECLASSIFIED

7/21/08

C?>A5)

WELCOME YOUR INTEREST IN TRANSATLANTIC
i THE FUTURE REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF 
THIS WOULD BE HASTENED BY FRANCE'S

ACTION ON THE TWO PENDING APPLICATIONS.

HNOLOGICAL CHANGES HAS CREATED
FOR INCREASING EMPLOYMENT, RAISING 
IRONMENTAL AND HEALTH PROBLEMS. 

^TECHNOLOGY ARE PARTICULARLY IMPRESSIVE

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, 

COOPERATION *N EXPEDIT­
BIOTECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND LETTS 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH Y 
THAT OUR TWO SOCIETIES FACE /

THE ACCELERATED PACE OF T 
EXCITING NEW OPPORTUNITI 
INCOMES AND ADDRESSING 
NUMEROUS ADVANCES IN B 
IN THIS REGARD. 4

I KNOW FROM OUR DIS 
TVBOUT THE PRODUCTS , 
THEREFORE, TO L] 
PARLIAMENTARIAN
SAFETY OF THE T’ 
WITH THE FINALj 
GOVERNMENT Wil/

EXPORTS CAN
IMPORT SEAS'
TO YOU, THIJ 

states, est:

FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM

PIN AT THE EARLIEST
NOW.

E.0.13526, Sec. 33 (b)
White House Guidelines, Septcmbei:r 11,2006 

NARA, Date 

CONFIDEN-TNAL
Reason: 1.5(b)
Declassify on:

BSION THAT MANY IN FRANCE REMAIN CONCERNED 
' MODERN BIOTECHNOLOGY. I WAS PLEASED, 

r THAT THE PRELIMINARY REPORT FROM FRENCH 

DEAUT GAVE A 'POSITIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE 
[® GMO VARIETIES AWAITING FINAL FRENCH APPROVAL. 
IBSTACLE TO APPROVAL CLEARED AWAY, I HOPE YOUR 
ACT ON THE GMO CORN APPLICATIONS SO THAT U.S.

E^TER THE EU DURING THESE FINAL WEEKS BEFORE SPAIN'S 
9^’ CLOSES. AS VICE PRESIDENT GORE NOTED IN HIS CALL 

f IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT MATTER FOR THE UNITED 
ECIALLY GIVEN OUR TROUBLED CORN EXPORTS THIS YEAR.

R/' I TOO APPRECIATED THE
Ju SOME OF THE CRITICAL CHALLENGES 

(S THEY ENTER THE 21st CENTURY.

IN THE BROADER DIPLOMATIC ARENA, A VIGOROUS U.S.-EUROPEAN 
PARTNERSHIP REMAINS ESSENTIAL TO ADDRESSING POSITIVELY THE
DIFFICULT CHALLENGES AHEAD IN EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST, ASIA AND 
AFRICA. THE TIES WE ARE FORGING BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND

1. AMBASSADOR OR DCM: PLEASE PASS THE 
PRESIDENT CLINTON TO PRIME MINISTER JO^ 
OPPORTUNITY. NO SIGNED ORIGINAL TO FQL



2■COMF1 DENT I-ftL

SINCERELY,

BILL CLINTON

END TEXT.

CONFIDENTIAL

HILLARY AND I WERE DELIGHTED TO BE ABLE TO SPEND TIM: 
AND SYLVIANE, AND I HOPE WE WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUND^ 

AGAIN SOON. Z

FRANCE ARE HELPING TO STRENGTHEN THAT PARTNERSHIP AND MAKE IT 
MORE EFFECTIVE.

WITH YOU
TO MEET



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

In the broader diplomatic arena,

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Lionel Jospin
Prime Minister of the

French Republic
Paris

M:ed to be able to spend time with you 
Fwe will soon have the opportunity to 
a well-deserved August holiday.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Hillary and I were deligi 
and Sylviane, and I hopJ 

meet again. I wish yojf

Thank you for your kind/letter. I too appn 
opportunity to discuss/with you some of tjje 

that our two soci-eties face as we enter 
particular, I appreciate your^announcem 
of the two U.S. GMO corn applications X

vigorous U.S.-European 
partnership remains essential t</ addressing positively the 

difficult challenges ahead in Jfurope, the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa. The ties we are forcdfng between the United States and 
France are helping to strengthen that partnership and to make it 

more effective.

•biated the
critical challenges 

^!ie 21st century. In 
nt~£july 30jof approval

This alleviates an 
extremely important matter for the United States, especially 

given our troubled corn exports thijs year.



C eA-o

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear

iZhs

States, especially giv'

,y

Looking to the futur 
cooperation to exped 
biotechnology prodi^ts.

j, I welcome your interest in transatlantic 
te the future review and approval of 

This would be hastened by France's
action on the two pending applications.

la positive assessment of the 

s awaiting final French approval, 
proval cleared away, I hope your 
[0 corn applications so that U.S. 

ring these final weeks before Spain's
A^Vice President Gore noted in his call 

to you, this is an extr^ely important matter for the United 

our troubled corn exports this year.

hange/ has created 

ng employment, raising

In the broader diplomatic arena, a vigorous U.S.-European 
partnership remains essential to addressing positively the 
difficult challenges ahead in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa. The ties we are forging between the United States and 
France are helping to strengthen that partnership and to make it 
more effective.

6 that

ern bi.
the preliminary report from French

Parliamentarian FTef TBeauf \jave

safety of the tWQ GMO^vgrietJ
With the final obstacle to
government will act on the
exports can enter the EU
import season closes.

I know from our discuss! 
about the products of md 
therefore, to learn thar 

rrteauf

GM0J«r

./
/

pny in France remain concerned > 
.-.echnology. I was pleased,

Thank you for your kind letter. I too appr 
opportunity to discuss with you some of thg

ciated the
critical challenges 

that our two societies face as ^tiiey^entep/the 21st century.

The accelerated pace of technological
exciting new opportunities for increa 
incomes and addressing environmentaljand health problems. 

Numerous advances in biotechnology are particularly impressive 
in this regard. Lt,

/ - r a. <



2

Sincerel

1

,d time with you 
opportunity to

Hillary and I were delighted to be able to sp 
and Sylviane, and I hope we will soon have th 

meet again. Jr

His Excellency/Lionel Jospin

Prime Minister of the
French Republic

Paris

^5



TO: PRESIDENT

FROM: JOSPIN, LIONEL

KEYWORDS: FRANCE HS

PERSONS: BUJON, FRANCOIS

SUBJECT: THANK YOU NOTE FOR VISIT TO WASHINGTON

ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPOSES DUE DATE: 24 JUL 98 STATUS: C

STAFF OFFICER: NONE LOGREF:

FILES: WH NSCP: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE

COMMENTS: 

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSDRS CLOSED BY: NSDRS DOC 1 OF 1

•CONFIDENTIAL.
NSC/RMO PROFILE

DOC DATE: 24 JUN 98 
SOURCE REF:

RECORD ID: 9805002
RECEIVED: 13 JUL 98 15

FOR INFO
BANDLER
BERGER
BUTLER 
DAVIES 
KERRICK
MALLEY 
MCELDOWNEY
MILLISON
NSC CHRON
STATE
STEINBERG

By-----1^05=___ NARA, DateSH3£l5

DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526 
White House Guidelines, 

September 11, 2006

COMFIDENT-IAL

I



RECORD ID: 9805002

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIREDDOC ACTION OFFICER

X 98071315 FOR RECORD PURPOSES001

DISPATCH DATA SUMMARY REPORT

DOC DATE DISPATCH FOR ACTION DISPATCH FOR INFO

001 980624 STATE

GONFIDENTIAfr

-CONFIDENTIAL
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT



^'OO'Z

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Mr. President, Dear Friend,

...I...

I was pleased to note the close convergence in our analyses and our 

common determination to build a truly multipolar world in which the United 

States and Europe will be able to intensify their partnership, a key element for 

prosperity and stability in the world.

I particularly appreciated the time you were kind enough to give to 

our meetings which afforded an opportunity for some fascinating exchanges on 

the development of modern democratic societies and the challenges they face.

I should like to thank you very much for the welcome you gave me 

and the delegation accompanying me during my visit to Washington.

I am most grateful to you that the few remaining differences 

between our two countries could be addressed so frankly, and I am pleased that 

approaches were found to surmount them together. I am thinking in particular 

of the difficult question of genetically altered organisms for which we decided 

to establish a French-American working group.

You may be sure that the French government is determined to 

continue its efforts, with the President of the Republic, to strengthen the 

French-American dialogue which was demonstrated throughout my visit, to 

take it forward and enhance it in all areas to a level worthy of the long history 

of friendship between our two countries.
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Yours sincerely,

signed: Lionel Jospin

[Please accept, Mr. President, the assurance of my highest 

consideration.]

My wife joins me in offering you and Mrs. Clinton our profound 

gratitude.



Paris, le 2 4 JUIN 1998
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Monsieur le President,

Lionel JOSPIN

Son Excellence
Monsieur William CLINTON
President des Etats-Unis d’Amerique

'■■■_ ...J

Soyez assure de la volonte du gouvemement frangais de continuer a oeuvrer, avec le 
President de la Republique, pour que le renforcement du dialogue franco-americain qui s’est 
manifeste au cours de ma visite, se poursuive et s’enrichisse, dans tous les domaines, a un niveau 

digne de la longue histoire d’amitie entre nos deux pays .

Mon epouse se joint a moi pour vous transmettre, ainsi qu’a Mme CLINTON, 

1’expression de notre profonde gratitude.

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a 1’assurance de ma tres haute 

consideration.

Je vous suis tres reconnaissant de la franchise avec laquelle nous avons pu aborder les 
quelques differends qui subsistent entre nos deux pays et je me rejouis que des pistes aient ete 
trouvees pour les surmonter ensemble. Je pense en particulier a la difficile question des 
organismes genetiquement modifies, pour lesquels nous avons decide de creer un groupe de 

travail franco-americain.

Je souhaite vous remercier vivement pour I’accueil que vous avez bien voulu me reserver, 
ainsi qu’a la delegation qui m’accompagnait lors de mon sejour a Washington.

J’ai ete particulierement sensible au temps que vous avez bien voulu consacrer a nos 
entretiens, qui ont ete 1’occasion d’echanges de vues passionnants sur 1’evolution des societes 

democratiques modemes et les defis auxquels elles sont confrontees.

J’ai releve avec plaisir une grande convergence entre nos analyses et notre volonte 
commune de construire un monde veritablement multipolaire, au sein duquel les Etats-Unis et 
1’Europe pourront approfondir leur partenariat, element fondamental de la prosperite et de la 

stabilite du monde.
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Washington, July 9, 1998

Dear Mr. Berger,

With regards,

Franqois Bujon de I'Estang

JUL 1311-38

The Honorable
Samuel R. Berger
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Please find herewith the original of a message that was sent to you on June 26,

1998 to President Clinton from Mr. Lionel Jospin, Prime Minister of the French Republic 

who asked me to forward it to him.

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter to the 

President.
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Monsieur le President,

Lionel JOSPIN

Son Excellence
Monsieur William CLINTON
President des Etats-Unis d’Amerique

Je souhaite vous remercier vivement pour 1’accueil que vous avez bien voulu me reserver, 
ainsi qu’a la delegation qui m’accompagnait lors de mon sejour a Washington.

Soyez assure de la volonte du gouvemement frangais de continuer a oeuvrer, avec le 
President de la Republique, pour que le renforcement du dialogue franco-americain qui s’est 
manifeste au cours de ma visite, se poursuive et s’enrichisse, dans tous les domaines, a un niveau 
digne de la longue histoire d’amitie entre nos deux pays .

J’ai ete particulierement sensible au temps que vous avez bien voulu consacrer a nos 
entretiens, qui ont ete 1’occasion d’echanges de vues passionnants sur revolution des societes 
democratiques modemes et les defis auxquels elles sont confrontees.

Je vous suis tres reconnaissant de la franchise avec laquelle nous avons pu aborder les 
quelques differends qui subsistent entre nos deux pays et je me rejouis que des pistes aient ete 
trouvees pour les surmonter ensemble. Je pense en particulier a la difficile question des 
organismes genetiquement modifies, pour lesquels nous avons decide de creer un groupe de 

travail franco-americain.

J’ai releve avec plaisir une grande convergence entre nos analyses et notre volonte 
commune de construire un monde veritablement multipolaire, au sein duquel les Etats-Unis et 
1’Europe pourront approfondir leur partenariat, element fondamental de la prosperite et de la 

stabilite du monde.

Mon epouse se joint a moi pour vous transmettre, ainsi qu’a Mme CLINTON, 

Texpression de notre profonde gratitude.

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a 1’assurance de ma tres haute 

consideration.

■O



ID 9805002NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

DATE: 13 JUL 98REFERRAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT

TO: PRESIDENTDOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:

SOURCE: JOSPIN, LIONEL

DATE: 24 JUN 98

SUBJ: THANK YOU NOTE FOR VISIT TO WASHINGTON

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION

DUEDATE:

COMMENT:

JOHN W. FICKLINFO]

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE



EXTERNAL DISTRIBUTION: DATE TIME SIGNATURE

PRINT LAST NAME: 

COPY: 1

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

DISTRIBUTION RECEIPT

SUBJECT: THANK YOU NOTE FOR VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION: O&NfIDDMTIAL.

LOG 9805002
DATE 24 JUN 98

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ROOM 7224
2201 C STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20520
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DATE, TIME, SIGN THE RECEIPT AND RETURN TO: NSC RECORDS MGNT, ROOM 379 OEOB

PAGE 01 OF 01 PAGES

UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 

OF CLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Tnitial« Date: iS



Paris, le 2 4 JOIN 1998

fel 0 4 5 4

Monsieur le President,

Lionel JOSPIN

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

Son Excellence
Monsieur William CLINTON
President des Etats-Unis d’Amerique

J’ai ete particulierement sensible au temps que vous avez bien voulu consacrer a nos 
entretiens, qui ont ete 1’occasion d’echanges de vues passionnants sur revolution des societes 
democratiques modemes et les def is auxquels elles sont confrontees.

PHOTOCOPY
MISO. HANDWRITING

Je souhaite vous remercier vivement pour 1’accueil que vous avez bien voulu me reserver, 
ainsi qu’a la delegation qui m’accompagnait lors de mon sejour a Washington.

J’ai releve avec plaisir une grande convergence entre nos analyses et notre volonte 
commune de construire un monde veritablement multipolaire, au sein duquel les Etats-Unis et 
1’Europe pourront approfondir leur partenariat, element fondamental de la prosperite et de la 
stabilite du monde.

Je vous suis tres reconnaissant de la franchise avec laquelle nous avons pu aborder les 
quelques differends qui subsistent entre nos deux pays et je me rejouis que des pistes aient ete 
trouvees pour les surmonter ensemble. Je pense en particulier a la difficile question des 
organismes genetiquement modifies, pour lesquels nous avons decide de creer un groupe de 
travail franco-americain.

Soyez assure de la volonte du gouvemement frangais de continuer a oeuvrer, avec le 
President de la Republique, pour que le renforcement du dialogue franco-americain qui s’est 
manifesto au cours de ma visite, se poursuive et s’enrichisse, dans tous les domaines, a un niveau 
digne de la longue histoire d’amitie entre nos deux pays .

Mon epouse se joint a moi pour vous transmettre, ainsi qu’a Mme CLINTON, 
1’expression de notre profonde gratitude.

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a 1’assurance de ma tres haute 
consideration.


